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Bndn Imw 

ObniilMtliii 

fanahtu in Ifamfeil^tiaa in Fonikb 
AireoMok on Woman 
UdioalBdUf 
Bagaiianlilitk Oofammank 
IMBaaolatton 

tnr ALL moiA yax mabababba 

AnroAZi Bmiioh— Lta£lpqh-8tb. Am. ima 


BnounBom~4i»i DAX-'LrAU.m*-* 

tat ixm IM* 

1U fnSBATlON or INDIAN OHAUBEBg OF OOMHINQB 
imOiSt SMWaK-llHW OlUn>-4tB. UM ... 


••• 


joodk hknntal to IndoakTikiitaHoB 
“ brlbaaioioonaatna 



a»o 

• Ok 

aaa 

aaa 


m 
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OrBAtMiM 


U.K. 0 . 0 . 

Viftofii*TMur PIm 
I fe. Bicb's Baidy to ecitios ol Ffaui 
Food Sitaofeion 
*?RMPN 00 i 
CcmI Sliortftgo 
Sasoimoito— Swxnio Day— M kw Dmai— 

Sib. Maboh, 1944 
Foit>War Indnstiiw 
"SAbotata** oC lodfaui Indoatoiw 
Oovl’o TAntioa BoUoy aiMdaod 
ladiui's li^ta in Pool* War Bwtino ... 

XoduBoOvonoM 

CSoHtitatioo of OQaoedo OounitlM wfad 

Boaio Ohanioal ladoatrY 

Tax OB iBaomwa Oonpaaioa 

SUo^tar of Oattla 

Tha Emiiiia Dollar Pool 

lUbolaa to Oatgdag PnaidaBk 

THC IKDIAH B01EM<X OONOBBSS 

Ahhvaii SBflaos~>llsw Dsun— tao. to 
dm Jahoaby, 1944 

H. B. Tha Vkatoya’a Spaaeh ... 

Pnddantial Addraia 
Hr Ifotioa 6wyar*a THlnto 
A. V. BiU'a Bpaaah 
Bagto t a rfa g * M a tolhatj 8ao>io»» 

Agriooltaral EUaooaa Bo^ob 
P a ye b alogy * EdBaatioaal Soieooa SaetioB 
Madiaal A VatotiaaKY SaalioB 
AatbropologY A.AarinaolagY B aa tf oa 
Thaocy of Qaaata* MaohMiiaa 

THE A. A VDBLIM BUIFOATIOIIAL OOUfBBEBOIS 

ABBVAB fUMBBT iTTHBroFOBB—lftnU ACBR.^ 1944 
Mf ABaaTailtooiitolial Addnaa 
oaiitoOAtioir addbbib 
TBBUKXNOW mirrBSSITT OOHlOSATlOif 
Hr 0, 7..HMBaBi*a Ad da a c a 
nimmMMMt^mrnamat oommuxtm 

raAddMM 

OHlPltBMlTT OHnrOQATIOII 
iJha’aAddMK 

mofBMinc eoMPOOATioir 


••• 
• aa 
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INDIA IN PARLIAMENT 


Hona ov Cohmon—Lordon— isxa. Apkh. 1944 

Amary Attacks JoDgMst 
BssigmtioB of Gongiwp ICoistiiM 
"A Wida tod OoataDtkras Statannnt” 

“Most ProvoeskiTo.SpMoh'’ 

"A Now Spirit Maodad” 

Lr.rds Pms Bavolutioas 

HotTsa OP OoiafOHB--LOHDON— 31ST. AND 33H1>. APBUi 1944 

Debate on OominioB Affairs 

Indian Problem Eoonomio 

Answer to U. B. Criticisms 

Empire Markets lor Britain 

Imperial Preference Mnst be Mod«rnished 

Dominions' Pears Shonld be Allayed 

A Common Empire Broadcasting Policy Needed 

a vt. Accepts Motion 

A Common Empre Broadcasting Policy Needed 
India Should be Baprasented at the Oonfstenee 
Safegnard in Atlantio Charter 
Piret World War and Empire 
Mother Country 

Need lor Imperial “Pamily Oonneil'’ 

Hotma OP Lobds— L onoa— ISm PsaanAaT 1944 ... 

Big States to BwaUow Small States 
Diaftraas Position ... ^ 

Lord Hailey’s Wews 
TBB NATAL INDIAN OOROBEBB 
DUBBAN— ZOtB. PaaBnABX 1944 
Mayor of Durban's opaoiag Address 
Besolntion ~. 

Massages ••• eea 

THE eoU TH AFBIOAN HINDU OONfBBEN(» 


MAMTgBOBO— 8tB> XO 10IH. ApbIL 1944 ... 

Proceeding A Besblutions ... 


m 

839 
889 
889 

840 
840 

840 

841 
841 
341 
849 
849 
849 
848 
848 
848 
848 
844 
844 
846 

846 

847 

848 

849 
849 
89d 
880 
8B1 

861 

151 

361 

889 

8 M 

859 

869 



Administration of India 1944 

Britiab India oon^ista of tba 11 ProvincM <rf Asaam, Bongal, Biliar, 
Bombay, Canttal Provincea and Berar, Madraa, North Weat Pifontior, 
Oriaaa, Punjab. Bind and the United rrovinoea, plna tba Obief Oonuniaai* 
onerahipa of Britiab Bolachistan, Dilhi, itjmor*M!(^ara, Coorg, kho Anda> 
mana and ifioobar lalanda, Fantb Pifdoda, and doea not inoluda any Indian 
Statea 


Reigniag Soveniga — HU Majesty Georga the. VI 


ladin Office 

Sfcrettry of Sta*c for The 

Riuht Hon. Mr. L. S. Amcry, (April, 
1910. 

Pfrmtinent Umkr^SiXTetary of Sfatc^ 

Sir Fiiid*lster Stewsrt. g c.u., 

1 «.L.D* 

Parliamentary Under^Sccrcturu of 
*rhe E«r 1 of MuiisUr. 

Ailvlifere to the Svcrctary of State^^ 
Sir H. Btrttkosh G.11.K. Sir II. \VilH»tiitfN>ii 
ci.E., M.11.R., Sir J. CUy, k.ci.e.. 

0.1s E., Lt. Co\, Sir H. Suhrswsrdy. O.B.K. 
Sir J. A. Woodhesd, R c.s.i.. c.i b, Dewsii 
Rshsdur S. K. Rui;siifuiiiiiii, Sir Ouuiuiiay 
liStimcr, k.ci.e., c. 8 .l Sic G. Wiler, 
KCM.E, C.8.1, Sir A. C. Chsticrjffe, 
ti.C.I.E., K r. 8 i. 

Htgh Commiaiiotur 0/ iwi/ia— Sir 
Aslziil Jluq. Kt. C.J.E. 


Tite Hon*bld Khsn Bnhidur Bit 
Mohnmir.ad U«i»8ii, k.cm.e. (Poet and 
AfV). 

The Uoii'ble i>r. B. R. Ambodlnr 

ILalnutr). 

'the iloii'ble Sir J. l\ BrifMUft, 
KB.lt. (Food), 

llie Uon'ble Sir Joii;endr8 BIngh 
(Edueatitw, Health and Land$), 

llie Hou'bla Sir Mtihammsd Asisul 
Haquf, C.I.R., d.UTT. {Commorcc, Indue* 
tries and Civil Supfilies). 

The Hon'ble Hr. N. B. Share ii.D. 
(Indians overseas) 

Tii.f IlonlilaSir Aaoka Kumar Roy. 
Barntt-liaw (Law), 

President, Legislative Assembly-*-ng 
lion. Sir Abdiir liabim. K.c. 8 . 1 . 

, President, Council of State-^Tha Hon# 

: Sir Mmieikii Byram}i Dadabhoy, K.0.8.1. 
i K.CM.K., , liar-at-Law. 


Govenimeiit of India 

J,^W 79 . Sq, miles nith a 
population of SSe,8S7,778 oj rcojde-- nearly 
onC' fifth oJ kutnan race) 

Vtcaray A OoTeroor Gaoeral 
H. E. Field AUrahal the Rt. Hon. 
Viacount Warell of Byrenaba and 
Wincheeter. p.c., G.O.B., o.m.i 

C. UG. 

Mamhara of tba SsaeDtlva Coaoell 
Hia Escdleucy General Sir Claude 
John Eyre AueWnlacl^ g.c.i.b. <j.b.. 

D. B.O.. O.B.R, A D-C., Com man dcr-in -Chief 

Tlrn^ i^’bla Sir Regin.ild Maxwell. 
KX.S.I., O CJ.*., I C. 8 . (Home). 

The Hou'bla Sir Jertmy n;uaiiiafi, 
K.C. 8 .I.. 0 . 1 . 1 ^ I.C; 8 . (FiManee). 

The Ho^la Dawan Babadtir Sir A. 
Ramaawamt Mudaliar. x.c.a.f. (Supply), 
The Hon’bla Sir Syed SnltAii Ahmed 
D.L., Bar-at-Iaw {Information fk Broad* 

Tha^Hon’bla Malik Sir Firoa Khan 
Noon. R.c.8Ja K C.i.e, (Defence), _ 
Tim Bonilla Sir Edward Bcntball 
{War Transport), 


(») 


Namarlcal Strangb of Partlaa 

In Central Apbembly 


ConpretB Party 

40 

Mitslim I.Cjiu:tie Party 

95 

Non-Party 

25 

liidei>ciident Party^ 

10 

ConirreaH Nationaliala 

11 

Knrtj|H'aii Group 

0 

Otiiciala 

20 


Total 140 

(b) IM Cotmcii. OF State 

Independent Pro^reeMive Party 

10 

Coniircfi Party 

6 

Mualim League 

6 

Total 22 


I Gowernmeiil of Bengal 

Area :***82,95S sq, miles ; Population’^ 
* (lo,3i4fioo (Provisional to ike nearest^ 
’ thousand). 


! H. E. The Kt. Hon. Richard Oaedfoar 
f Cafey< r.c.f 0.6.0*. if.c« 


1 



THE INDUN ASmVAh RBaniBR 


Oot&iioii tened on 24tfi April 1948 
_ (1) Ite Hod*U 6 Khwidft Bix 
Nttiflittddift, MAI. Obiel Jffiakte 
•Ad Mlalelir for Horn DtportmoBl 
Civil Co^ordl^lfbii) 

{Mmdlm mngal Ootuitio!^ 

(8) Tlio uoldo Ma Hofippn Shriiaid 
Bdmw^7«^^rit BnppIlMi, (MusUm^ 

Hon’&f Mr. Talri Chaadm 
Goiwomi FlnuiM (Oa$te ffindu^Bvngat 
C7oalfl4(Mi)« 

(4) nia Haa’bla Mr. HuBisuddin 
ghwi, Bdimtioa, (MuiUm-Bnigal CoaU- 
IfOllla 

(5) The Hon*blo Mr. Btrodi ProMmoa 
Filo, OommuniMtloii A ^orka, {Ca$ie 
Sinau^Bengal CoaUiiotO^ 

(6) Thi Hon'bte KhAn Bohidar 
Soipiid Maammaddln Hoaoln, AgrIcaU 
tort, (MusIim^Bmgal CoaliHan), 

(7) The Hoo’Ue Mr. Threk Nath 
MokherleB, ii. b. Befeoae (Catte 
Hindus oikgtLl Coalition), 

(8) The Hoo*ble MnaharrafT Hcaeain, 
Khan Bahadur. Judieial and Leglalatife 
{Ifuilim^Bmgal Coalition), 

(9) The H<ni*ble Mr. Khwaja 
Bahabuddin o.b.a. Oommeroe. Laboar 
nod Indoatrlea (InoludiM Boot- War 
Boeonvtrmetion {iiuilim^Angal Coali^ 
f^l. 

(10) The Hon*ble Mr. Premhari 
Barman, Foteal and Eioiae, (3ehedultd 
CaoH^Bongol Qoalitian), 

(11) TheHon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulri 
Jalaluddin Ahmed. Publio Health and 
Looal Self-Qo?emment {MuvUm^Bvngal 
Coalition!) 

(12) The Hon’bla Mr. Pnlin Briiarj 
Mulliok, Fhbllolty, {Sohoduhd CaaU- 
Bongal Coalition), 

(18) The Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra 
Nath Mandal, Oo-operatiTe Ormt and 
Rural Indebtedneaa. {SchaduUd CaaU* 
Bongal Coalition), 


(1) Khan Bahadur Mohammad AU 
^uiUm^Bongal CoaliUonl 


Naaarullah, 

Al«Mahmood 


(M( 

(2) Nawabiadn K. 

{MnAim^Bongal Coalition), 

(8) Mr. Abdullah 
(Mualim^Bnngai Coalition) 

(4) Mr, Serainl lalam tMudim^Bongal 
CoahUon), 

^ (5) Mr. Biron Bog (CaoU Bindu^ 
EmmI Coalition), 

Mafiiuddln Ahmed 
{Mumwv-Bongal CoaUUon), 
m MtTaSiI OhttMlra 
Bia mn B m i Q a l ComUHoni), 

Cn gM B ong al GoMion) 


Kumar (Caeit. 
(BdUdaM 


(9) Mr. Jatedm Nath Ohakiawlj 
ICaoto Bindn»Bongal Coalition), 

Tu) Kkia uib H.»llliiclill» Uarf 
{Bvahm^Bongal CoaUthn), 

(12) Mr. Baaku Bahari Moadal. 
{Sehodnlod Caoto-Bongal Coalition), 

(13) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur 
Rahman (Fuelm-Beimal CoaUtion), 

(14) Mr. Fadnt Ri&ira ( IfaeBm- 
Bonaal CoaUUon), 

(15) Mr. Meababuddin Ahmed (BmoUm 
-^Bongal CoaUtion), 

(16) Rai Bdbib Anukul Chandra Daa 
{Sekoduled Caoto-Bengal Coalition). 

(17) Mr. Ynraf All Chowdhury 
(lftwlifa*B^a/ Coalition), 

Vuttf AaalyaialBtheBmigalLefUlatlTe 
Aeaembly— (Total Seata— 150) 
Qoveramaat Snppertera 

1. Mnalim League 79 

2. Bengal Bwarajya Party 5 

3. Bohednled Oaale party 20 

4. European Group 25 

5. Labour Party 2 

6. Independent 4 

7. Indian Obriatian 1 

8. Anglo*Indiana 4 


Oppoeitton 

1. ProgmiTe Party 

2. Kiiriiak Plipja Party 

3. Nationaliata 

4. Congreae (Official) 

5. Congreae (Boee Group) 

6. Indian Chriatian 

7. Independent 

8. Schednled (^te 


140 

24 
17 
13 

25 
19 

1 

1 

8 

"mb 


(One neat ia Taeant The Hon*ble 
Speaker ia not ioeladed) 

T ^ Bengal 

LegialaUTe OouneiK 

(Total Seata-^) 

Ooremmeat Snpperlara 


1. Mnalim League 

2. Unattached 

3. Buropeana 


L 

2.. 


A “ 


23 

7 

6 


7 

6 

6 

6 

2 



iDMnnsrauxieir or mm bm 


(Ite Bwlit PCMitetis Ml MaM). 

Oqpitd Mid lU iwmihttai 

CU«Btt»>-n.OB(iOOO ^twrWonl to Um 


BteS 


8aBisi«r Oidtal and ila popala t ion 
Daii6oliBg-&^ (PkovidOBil lo 
Um IMMMit ttKNIillBd) ^ 

Bmipt aod Bspeoditaia on Cla$$ 

Bifanoa Aaeoant for Uia eomot yaar— 

B^pla^Ba. 

Expandituta £8/21(30,57,000/- 


a lMkuki^Naiimmi Ffiignmv). 

OlHMdteri llkka Bav, x. a. x. 


{Hindu CTflMaUa 

M Baidif jMlBteA Blaa,ii. B.X 
BUAPaHf). 

(h> Baidar Oopal Ndi^ (Aq^aad 


(a) 8y^ AmS^ All 


Gommmeat of the FmyaJb 

(Arwa^JS$.d30 8g. PnpniaHon^ 

Garmar 

SL E. 8ir Bartiaod Glaaw X.OJIX, 
K.o.i.B^ (Aaaum^ chaisa April 7,1941) 

Caaadl atHlatatara 

A Uoioniat llinlatry wiUi Uia late 8lr 
Sikaader Hyat Khan aa Piamiar waa 
formed on April !• 1937. 8te 8ikaader 
cUad on liecember 25,19^ and the oUiar 
Miniatera lealgDad. LA Ool« Midik 
Khiiar Hyat Kban Tlwana waa than 
rammoned to aiaiet the Oofamor in the 
formation of a MinUtry, All the former 
Mlniatan ware indudad and a new Minia- 
taroddal The praiant Miniatry waa, 
tharafora, tachnieally formed on Daoam- 
bar 90, 1940, bat firtoally It ia a oon* 
tinuation of Uia former unioniat Minia« 
tij with a new Premier. 

(a) The Hon. Lt. OdI. Eawabiada 
Malik Khixar Hyat Khan ^Hwana, (ifna- 
Um^Unionist, Premier. 

(M The Hon. Bao Bahadnr Ohandhri 
8ir Cmhota Bam. Miniatar of Berantta 
(tfinda-fTiiidiifff). 

(e) The Hon. 8ir Manohar Lai, 
Finance Miniatar {Hindu^Naikmal Prih 
gr€9$iv9). 

(d) Ilia Hon. Mian Abdnl Haya^ 
Miniatar of Edneation, (Jfiua/tm-l7iitomtf). 

(a) The Hon. Bardar Baida? Singh, 
Miniatar of DaTclopment, {Sikh^Punjab 
UMM Sikh ParM. 

(f) The Hon. Major Bardar Shankat 
Hyat Khan, Miniatar of Pnblio worka, 
(Mu§iim»Muslim Laopnc). 

PnUMaal daalfaalliia a! the Mlalatry— 
Hniamift, 

Bata at farmatfan al 

Daeanbar 90, 1942. 


Danlatana 
AU 


(Chifoatil-JfaalfaiL 
(b) Bhagat Hana 


Bhah, M.B.B. 
BaJ {JkpmHd 


(o) BIr William Bdbarta, Kt. o. i. & 

{ChH$Unn*Ufdcuiaty 

(d) Mian Bnltan Mahmnd Hotlana 

(ej Bad Abdnl Hamid Khan (Jfm- 
iim^i/mouisH» 

Hnmariaal StrangOi at Paitlaa 

The total nnmbar of acata In the 
Lagialatifa Aaaambly la 176 Indading 
the Hon^la Bpaakar. Thgy are difidad 
Into partiaa aa followa 

Oavammaut l app at t ar a ‘Pnloniat 
Parly 97; Punjab United Bikh Party 17: 
^d^jM^^t 8 ; National Prograaaifa 4 ; 

Oppaaltlan Oongraaa Par^ 86 ; In* 
dependant Hembara 17 ; Total 68. 

Uootfaf and its po^/affon— Lahore-" 
671,639. 

Summsr capital and iU population-^ 
6imla-18349. 

Bsodpts and Expenditure on Bavamia 
Account for the current year 
Revenue Estimate Rs. 15.19 lakhs^ 
Expenditure Rs. 24.09 lakhSt 

GoFonmiOBt of Sind 

{Area^^JkTB Bq. miles ; Population^ 
4,555,008). 


Bir Hugh Dow, i:.o.aj., 0 . 1 . 1 ., 1 . 0 J., 
1, 1, 1941),'^ 


(April, 


Ooalltioo*-Formad on 10-10-1942 
The Honlila Sir Ghniam Huaaain 
Hidayatallah K.OAL, (Pramiar In charge 
Finance Dapartmanti (Muslim Lsaaus). 

The Honlila Kim Bah^nr Mnliam- 
mad Aynb B. Khnlm (Mlnlatar-ln-cfaMga 
- Oo-opara3?a 


«a) Mir Magbool Mahaaoed, {Muslim^ 
UeioeM). 

(b) Mian Alldi Yar 

(a) Ghamnl 

(JTiidfm/UmcMicf). 

(d> Bhaikfa Pais Mohammad m b. m 
{MsMm HniouM). 


Bakhah Mawa- 
sali (illniatar-loiidiarga^ Edneation, Ez- 
ciaa^ Foraat, Agrienltnra^ Bnral Biaaona- 
tmellon and Labonr DaparbBant) 
(MusUm Leagu^ 

'Alia Honlda HaJI Mohammad HaaUm 
Gaidar Qflnlilardn ebamaL fibma. LaiaL 
PdlUaal aBdMtaa^^ 

{mislim League). 



THE INDIAN ANNUAL BBOUTER 


Hw Hon1)l« Bm Bkiwb OolnIdM * 
Iftvatdat RoeMml (3kllnUiter-ln*clitige, 
Pnbife Works DmitDOot and IxKud 
Mf Oofommeut Dopartnent) {Hindu 
Makatabha), 

The Honlila l>r. Haroiodat Iliipchand 
Wadhwani (Mfniftcr-iD>fharf[;c. Mrdicat, 
Pnblie Hetltti, Voterinary and liuluiitries 
Doparlmentf) Mahd$ahha), 

PorllamaiitarT Boerolarloa 

(1) Ebon Bahadur Allah Bokhsh K. 

Qibole; {Baloch), 

(2) Syed Nur Muhanintd bhfth 

{Muslim 

(3) Mra. Jauubai (4uaUniaU A I but 

{Muslim L*ngvu)» 

(4) Mr. Muhammad Yiuif Kliuti 

Chtndio {Mutiiim Lertjnd), 

(5) Beth Loluniil Rcwtchaud 

Motwani {Hindu Mahmahha), 

Nnmerleal Stroof tk of Partlet ! 
Total CO. 

Congreaa 10: Hindu Independent 
Party 9 ; Mtitlim League 30 ; Az«d MutUm 
8 ; Hindu Mahtttbha 3 *, Kiirapctne H ; 
Independent 1 ; 1 eott vacaat 

Capital and iU Popuia;io;i ICarachi 
-386, 665. 

Budget for 1944-4ri— Revenue Receipts 
Ks. 797 bkhe. 

Erpendituro on Revenue Accounts— 
Us. COb’ Itkhs. i 

Govornin^X3il of Orissa j 

(Area— «9wVW, Sg, : l*opulativn^\ 

87,ev,544. 

Governor i 

11, £. Sir Witlinm ilauthorne lowis 
K.O.8.I., K.C.I.B., 1.C8., (April 1, lUU). 

Connell of Mliiitlers 

Coalition, ioriucd Nov. 24, 1911. Per- 
sonnel ' 

(1) Hon'ble Captain Mtharija Sri Sri 
Krishna Chandra Gajapaii Xatayan i:>co 
of Parlaklmedi (Prime Minister)^ Home 
^aira {excluding Publicity) Local Selt^ 
Oovemment and Public \Vorka, 

Hou*ble Pandit Godavaris Misra 
— Pinanev, //owe AJfaira {Publicity), 
Pevnlopmcnl and Education, 

(9) Hon’ble Monlsvi Abdus Sobhan 
Khan— Ad le and Commarc.\ Pc venue and 
Health. 

Parliamentary Secretary Sri Pyori- 
ihsokar Roy (HiMfu^Hational Coalition]. 

Nassorleal Strength of Parties 
Tout Beato-OO 

Ooagresa 81 ; Nationalist Coalition 2G. 
Independent 2. 

Capitol and Its populatioi', Cnltoek 
7AS97^lfo Bummer Capitol. 

(^^Bioelpti and Expenditure liecelpts 


lU 21221 
2,lC.0i 1 


lokho; lEspcBdUure^IU. 


(Area—^SS4 Sq. miler, Populatiam^ 
I0,990AS8) 

Oorefoo; > r Andrew Qoatln Clow, 
K.0.8J., OUL. i.cJh., (Bloy 4, 104Sb; 
COBnen ol i 


Coalition (i<riiit!d Augnat 25, 19 12 ; 
Personnel 

(1) ManUvi Saiyil Sir Muhammad 
Saa4!ulli\h, li.A., W.L.. ( Muslim League) 
Prime Minister, 

( 2 ) Nsbo Kumar D;‘/ta {Assam 
United Party). 

(3) Maulavi Mnnowwor AH, k.a. lx.b. 
{Muslim League). 

(4) Hireiidro Chandra Chakrahorti, 
B. Am {Assam United Party). 

(5) Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudul Sir 
UuHHatii Chandhiiri,B.L., (Aftie/im Leagui-). 

(G) l>r. Mahendra Nath Baikia, L.U.P. 
(/Uiam United Party). 

(7) Khan Bahadur MauUvt Sayidur 
Bahainaii, M.A., B.L., {Muslim League). 

(8) Maulavi Abdul Matin Chandburi, 
B.I.. [Muslim League). 

(9) Mist Mavis Dunn, b.a,, b. T., 
B.ii., {Assam United Party). 

<10) Rnpnath Brahma, b.l., {Assam 
United Party) Appointed Miniater on 
Aiigiiat 28, 1^12). 

No Parliamentary Becretariet. 
Nnmerleal Strength of Parties 
Legislative Ae^embly Total oeats— 108 
Cotigrcse— 31 (iucliidiiig the Bpeoker). 
Assam United Party— 54 (32 belong to 
Muslim League party). People's Party— 
10; ludeptaideut— 4. Total 108. 

Legis. Council Muilim 7— ineuding 
the President, Mrs Rahmati. the reel 
btionging to the Assem United Party 
Slid also the League Party ; Europeans 
2 ; Plains Tribal 1 ; Scheduled Caste 1 ; 
Ahoni Community 1 ; Coato Hindu 1 (the 
latter 4 m embers belong to the Asotm 
Party) ; ludependenta 9 (Blorworics Sand 
Caste Hindu G). 

Capital and its Popuhifton— Shillong 
—38, 192. No Summer GnpitsA 

Receipts and Expenditure for current 
Vi'or Receipts Ri, 3^4X1.000; Expen- 
diture Its. 3,72,29,000. 

Government of Mndrae 

(Area iM,39S Sq, milee, PopedaHonr^ 
4SS.40,S$4). 

Governor Copt tho Hoo. % Aithnr 
Oswald Jameo Hope, o.cjjl, M.a; 
Asfumed charge March 12^ IMG, 



ADMINISTRATION OF INDIA UU 


KMamtw . 

Adfimf CMttdl forned OctolMr 9U. 

8 1 Sir Dl N. !Hri«3k!u 0 . 1 .B . i.c.R. 

Sir Hurls llooff. 

T. AttBtfal. ChUL. I <'.8. 

& V* Btaiftmurty. Lc* b. 
Wwwmrieti Sirenglh •! ffvtlci | 

L$gU. Auembiif : Total Seala 215 
(vicani 37) OongTOM 138 ; Juitlcsa 12 ; ' 
Aoglo-Ifidian 2 ; Mimlim lietirne 12 t 
EaiopaHi 4 ; liKl«pciid«iit8 8 ; National 
Denoerata 2 ; Total 178. 

Legia* Councii ToUl aeaU HS (vncAnt 
15) (ionBKiiB 22 ; Juatioe 4; Miialim Lri»p:iic 
2 ; National Democrata 2 ; liidepondenia 
7. Thoao w1m> have not intimated their 
partj affiliation 3 ; Total 40. 

Oapilal and ita populatioo— Madraa ; 
7.77.ffl. 

Hummer Capital and ita Population-- 
Ootaeamund : 206.850 

Reeeipts : Ra. 21JI2,G2.000 
Kxpenditnre : Ra. 21,22/i7,000 

Government of Bombay 

(Area 6,443 aq» miles ; Populaiion^ 
40,849,840, 

GoTemoT— Sir John Col? ille o.c.i.a, t.d. 
C24 March 1943.) 

AMaory Ceuneil 

Coiinell formed Not. 4^ 1939 ; Preaont 
Paraonnel. 

H. F. Knlftht. Eaq., 0 . a. i.. c. 1 . k. 

I. a a. Portfolio : Finance. 

0. H. Briatowt Eaq., c. 1 . E., i, c. a. 
Portfolio : Homa 

G. F. 6. Colltna Eaq., c. a. i., 0 . r. r. 
I. c. 8. Portfolio : Re?enne. 

H. K. Kripalani, Eaq., c. 1 . E., 1 . c. a. 
Portfolio : Education. 

Numerical Strength ef Paiilea 
(a) In Aaaem61ir— Trotal Grata — 175} 
Oongreaa 66 ; Muaiim League 24 ; Inde- 
penoanta 13 ; Independenta Laboura 13 ; 
ProgreaaWe l2 ; Peaaanta and Peoplea 6 ; 
Praaante and Workera 4 ; Democratic 
Gwaraj 4 ; Vacant GcaU 13 ; Total ICi. 

(b) In Cottiicff— tTotal Grata 30 ) 
Congrera 10 ; Miilim League 3 ; Inde- 
pendente 8 ; Progreaelre 1 ; Democratic 
8vara]3; Libml 1 ; Vacant Geata 4; 
Total k 

Capital and its nopnloftofi— Bombay 
City-.1.480^ 

dummar Ccfriial and ita pnhulatian^ 
Pdooa-237,GeO 

Beeelpta-Ra. 1,760, 20.000 
Espendituie-na. 1,768,7^000 

Govt of the United Phnrinces 

tdfvyi— 1 , 12,101 sg. mtlff ; Papditiiiom 


Gererrer— If. E. 6ir lilainior C.tari>!cT 
Hallctt, KCJB., i.e.a., (IV- 

camber C, 1939). 

Adviaiiry Ootinci! —Xormrtl on Noinu- 
ber 4, JO-iO. Pbraoni'cl 

tl) IV. Panne LaI, m.a.. . i.i.n 

iCantiili), 1). Tatt. (ApO. Ibr-at-Law. 
C.a.l., r.MC.. 10 . 8 .,— VAluciiiioM, Indumrin). 
IiOcal-S-lf-^veri:ninit mid I'liblV llraltb. 
^ (2) Sir Tennant H'ciaii, n..\. (i»li»p ) 
KO.tX., C.S.I, l.r.B - M. Tiu* i.ll -rra 
FiflPliCr, Hi'd 

(3» Mr. A. G. Ghirici, n,A . ,1 f.. i r h. - 
Urvchuc, Hiirai Der^'b^pnitiK. .\rr)(‘UMiirt\ 
Foriata. Commuiiii.A:ioiiH niid lrTi).,t\;iuii. 

Sir A. \V. Ibbntadii, 11 a. r i k . M.it k , 
M.O., I c.a.— Hupply 

Nnmerleal strength ol Partlra 

(a) in AaaBuni.Y- (Total nc^in--2?S), 

Gorernmont aupportria ; Coiirrr^a 147, 

Oppoaition r J.eiigne 30, Indepen- 

dent 24. UnattRch!d (;;ci eialiv rote iriih 
(IppoaitiniO ^l^Tidal 228. 

(b) In OouMtiL— (Total aeata— fO) 
Government eupportera: CongrcHg 14 ; 
Opponitioii : Natiuiiallat Pt, liirlepeiifleiit 
8, Dnatlached (iiieliiilinv'. 11 v’ho hiV(> 
not iiitimatod Party airdiatioiip) 21: Total 
— 59 (ezcludlng Pmidv^ntt. 

Oanital ana ita t»o**t*l«r.ion— > 

Allahabad ; 2.00,6:10. 

Slimmer Capital and ita iiopulation — 
Naini l’al-21,313. 

Keceipla and rapenditnre /feretp/a— 
Ra. 20,2(i.r>7,90U, Expenditure— Us. 
20.18,28700 

Government of Bihar 

Ami —69 , *7 iy Sg. diilea ; Population^ 

a7,m,$8L 

Gotrernnr— H. E. Sir Robert Franeia 
Mudia, C 8 . 1 ., C.I.R.. o.BB, i.c.a. tAaaiimed 
charge C, ^pt. 19>I3.) 

Adviaory Couiietl 

Council formed Nov. G, 1930. 

PeraonncI 

1. E. R. J, R. Oouaina c.i r., tea. 

2. B. E. Ruaacll, C.B.I. c.i.B. l.aa. 

3. E. C. Anaorage, G.8.I., c.i.b . 1 . c, h. 

Numerical Btrength el Pertlea 

In Aaaembly^n) Tot.l number of 
membera 147 (excluding 5 aeaia vacant 
due to death of membera.) 

t Number of Moalim member (crate) 
liiding 2 irate veeant doe to dratli. 
Number of membria belonging 
grera larty 06 (cxelnding 2 crate 
recent doc to dratb of membere. 

(d) Number of Mnalim Leegne perty 
in t^ Aaeembly. 'Ihere ie no each 
recogniecd perty. But there ere S?e 
membera who ovn ellcgieuee to Moallm 
Idhgne. 



I* COHM0— M 
wtantt. 

a Nmbcr of 

I 


Mnli» m«ilMn& 

(••) Kambtr of ■ 

(be OongitM FikM ML 

(d) MMBbm MobiI^ tolht] 
LmCM Pntt & Shan !• w mmIi 
ilM yam n thaOoaaail bottvo 
bamlafsiMd 


IBI ISDUH AXmiAL BIOieRE 

IMal mbK of <4) 8. Afa lO^rtar of PabUe 
Wofh 
b 7 iha ^<6) 

FuMBaa 


. SSi ^ is> * 

SaUb llalib*ar>BiteaoKhao Xwd r w 

(4) W 


iaeelo'tte 

Bummtr Capital and (U ponulatUm 

Bmlptf Mid Exptoditan BaediiU 
laU*. 'Ssimi^ Udia. 

Goremmeiit of Ca Pa &Berar 

diwa— '09,^75 dg* JA'Itt ; Fapaiaiioi^ 

ifnmsm 

Oavanar-^H. EL Sir Heniy Twjnam 
K.O.I.&, Loa. (Oetobar 2, 1940). 

Adyisobt ComciL 
Oounell formad Mo?. 11. 1039. 
Ptfiaoonal— 0) Sir Gaoffray Pownall 
Burton. i:,o.i.i.. i.o.8. 

(11) Henry Ohallen Greenfield. c.8.in 
0 . 1 . 1 a. i.o.a. 


XnMarfanI ataaiflk ar Pirtfaa 

IbuS” uSnSi 

(DaBaanUc^-l, , ladapaDdaoto-o. Bo 
paitT L Diadt aaoilatad aad laatgaad & 
^ ^ Olipitat->PBaliainr 

Citf iTSJBCL ft^wat OuIodmb^- 
424Ba. Buunar CapHal-NatbiagaHL 
. Etttpatad laraana naaipto-Ba. 

Federal 0>ttrt of India 
Chief Jnaiioe of Indle-The Hon. 
Sir Patrick apenc. aB.a (Apptd. in lOi^. 


Nnaerleal Strength at Partlee 
Total Beata— 112. 

Oongreaa Party 
IndiMdent Party 
Muelim League Party 
United Fa^ 

Independent (Unattached) 


69 

16 

9 

5 

0 


The Hon. Mr. Juetice Brinifaea 
Varadeeharlar. Kt. (App. in 19^. 

The Hon. Mr. Jnatioe Mnhaninad 
Ztfrulla Khan. k. c. a i. (Anailnted in 
iifei). 


Bengal Judicial Department. 

. ,Hlgb Caart— Cakatta. 

CbW Jnatiee— Tha Boo. Sr Harold 
» DnbTabita u. &. a. a, Baniatar at Laa. 
.fa (12*1 1*1934). 

I® Poiane Judgaa— The Han*bla Mr. 

o»M iiid to potobUto-Niipn to%l£ »; Bll3.S53S.Jot 


Baata Taaaat 


8.0^. 

Bamaiar eapilbl and ita popnlaUon— 
Panabnarbi, ««& 

Raaaipta and axpanditnra Baoaipti— 
Ba. 68IL61,QCI0 EbqMnditnia— Ba. 
032.57.000 

Goft. of N. W. F. Pirwinee 

3»a»oM|M,047 Sq, Jfilt; PapalatioR- 
<,4J«3M.) 

Oaaanor— H. E. Bit Gtoiga Onnni^- 


11*198^ 

Tba Hon. 


Mr. Juatiaa Syed Naain 


ban, B.aML, OM. loa (I 


2; 1937.) 

MaHha 
Map85._UM; 


Ooalittoa; 
laaii 


fonaad 


All. M. A. A Ih, (13-U*1933> 

_ Iba, Hon. Mt. Jnatioa Alan OaraM 

_ ^^* Mr. Jnatiaa Bnpandra 

Tba Hon. Mr. Jnatianfnral Aaaan 
»• BaniataMt-Law, 

|8>1M937>. 

Uon. Mr. Jaatiea Banapd Nan* 
inp Ban, KL, c. 1. 1 .. L 0. A (l^l.lsaO) 
Tba Han. Mr. JaaMoo Mo 


lU Budar MiM. Antaagnab Kban, 
Ohiei MinlalVa 

(2) .Baaeln Jan Khan. Miniatec 


A) Bala 
Minlitfr el Infonaallono 


Oaoifa Arnationg Bdfddy li* A (Qn^ 

Sf"'*!lF**h^**'* CB-U-1VI7) 
Tba Hoa Mr. Jealiaa M ~ 

“■Sitsjr-ifesiu^^ 



JUnONISIBATIOK OF GRDU MM 


“C 


BX. (OHiUb) LOA. (1741* 

_ . Bob. Mr. JmlieB FndarM 
Wllltoa Ufntle, B«r^ler^t-Liiir« (l(^ 
1M041) 

'I1i€ Hon. Mr. Joitioe Amarrmlrn 

Nftih BnYrUirr^it-Lavv (7-11-1938) 

Tbn Hon. Mr. JwUoe Tbonni Jniaon 
Toonic RoxbnrKh, a f. Bn B. A., 
(Onntnb) i. c. Bnrrittnr-nt-Lnw, J. P. 
<]5-lM938). 

'Ilia Hon. Mr. .Tiittioa Aba Saleh. 

Mobamrd Akmm, Bin (26*9-194:i), 

The Hoti. Mr. Jimiiee Sudhi ^Ranjtn 
Dm, b. a (OalcntU) ll. b. (London) 
fiarrister-nt-ljaw, (Aadl ) (1-L2-1042). 

The Hon. Mr. Jaetice Abrnhnni Ijtmin 
Blank, ii. a. (Oxon) x c. a., . Barriater«ai- 
Law. j. p. (AddI) (2-2-1042). 

Ilia Hon. Mr. Jaetica Radhabinod 

Pal, M. Am d. l.. {OtttO 

Bombay Judicial Department 

B*f b Goort— Bombay. 

Chief Jnerice— Leonard Stona, Ilia 

Hon*b1e Sir, h!t.. 0. b. b. (M0-4:i) 

Puiene Judi/ea.— Haiilal Jektaondaa 
Kania, The Hon'ble Sir, ll. b.. Adroeata 
(O. S.», Kt. (l9-6 l93Ji). 

NaTroJi Jahangir Wadia, The Honlila 
Sir, B. A. (Bom d: Clanlab) Bar-at-law, 
L c. a., Kt. (6-12.1933). 

Haraidhbhai Va}abbin Diratia, The 
Hon’ble Mr Jnatiee, it. A., ix. B.. 
(19-6-1933). 

Albert Sortain Homer Macklin, 
The Hoiililo Mr. Jaatice, B. A. (Oxon), 
i.c.8. (18-6-1935). 

Kanitia Obaudra Sen, The Hon*bla 
Mr. Juatioe. b. a. (Cal. 4b CaoUb.), 
I. c. 8. (4-8-1941). 

Mahommadali Cnrrim Ohagla, The 
Hon*bla Mr. Juaiica, b. a. (Oxon.), Bar- 
abUw, (4-8-1941). 

Marayan Swamiray lAlnir, Tha 
Hon*ble Mr. Jnatka, B. A. LL. B. 
(24-8-1942). 

Erie w'caton, Tha Hoii'ble Mr. Juatioa, 
B. A. (Oanteb.), i. o. a. 04-1-1943). 

N. H. G. Ooyajw, lea Hon*bla Mr. 
Jnatica. b. a. b« ae, (Eton), London, 

‘Hm Hoii%I.Mr. 
Jaadea, (Cantab ). Barat-law. (14*11-1942) 

Ganpat Sakharam Bajadbyakaha, Tlia 
Honlila Mr. Jaalioa u. a- (Oantab.), 
1 . c. 0.I Addi. Jttdga. 

Madrna Judical Department 


PmimB Judges 

Tha Hon. Mr. jBmw V. MonhMI. 
iLBJA (R). Bariabiav. . 

Tha MB. Mr. Jnaliaa A* J* King. 
(E). f.ca 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jnatiaa 8. Wadaworlh* 
(R). x.G.a Bar-at-law. ^ . 

Tha Hon. Mr. Juatlaa IL P.Lakahmana 
Rio, Divan Bahadar (B). Adfooata. 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jaatiaa N. Ohaadta- 
aakhara lyar* 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jaatiaa 0. N. Kappa* 
avnmi Ayyar. 

Ilia Hon Mr. Joitiea M. ShahabiiddlB 
Tha Hon. Mr. Jnatiaa K. 8. Krlahna* 
•vami Ajyabgar. (B). Adtoeata. 

Ttia Hon. Mr. Jaatioa B. Somayya. 
(B). Adroeata. 

Tha Hod. Mr. Jaatioa M. Pataaiali 
Saairi. (B). Adfoeate. 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jaatioa L. 0. Horvlll. 
(E). 1 0 . 8 . Bar-at-lav. 

Tha Hon. Air. Jnatica A. 0. HappdI. 
(E) I.C.6. 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jnatica J. A. Ball. (E). 
Bar-at*law. 

Tha Hon. Mr. Jnatiaa K. Kunhl 
Raman, Divan Bahadur. (N). B.Am BX. 
Bar-at-law. 

Tba Hon. Mr, Jnatica J. A. Byara. 
(E). 1.C.8* Bar-at-lav, 

Bekar St Orlaan Judicial Dept. 

Bhrh Canrt— -Fataa 

Chief /vfttce— Tha Hon. Sir Saiyid 
Fax) Ail, Birriater-at-lav. 19-1-lM. 

Puisne Jucfoa— >T1ia Hon. Sir Clifford 
Monmohan Agarvala, Barrbtar-al-Lav 
11-7-1933. 

Tha Ron. Mr, Jnatieo Snkbdar 
Praaaad Varma, Barriitar-at*lav. 28-1* 
1934. 

Tha Hon. Mr. Juatioa Franeii Oaorga 
RowlaoA I.O.8., 21-81986. 

Tha Bon. Mr. Jaatioa Manohar Lai 
1 I.A., (Cbntab). Barriatar-at-)av. 8-6-11109. 

Tba Hon. Mr. Jaatiaa Sabodh Ch. 
Cbattarjaa, 28-9*1989. 

Tba Hon. Mr. Juatlca Harbart Bibloo 
Meradilb. 1.0.0., l-l()-194a 

Ilia Hon. Mr. Jaatioa James Gnig 
Shaarar, i.0J., Barriolar-at-lav. 19-1-IINi 
Tha Honlila Mr. Joatiaa 
war Praabad Slnba. 6*12*43. 

Tba Hon^la Mr. Jnatica Dafid 
Ruben, i.c.a. Addi., 14-8-48. 

Tba Honlila Mr. Jaatioa Saiyad Mnr 
Imam, Barriatar-at-Law, Addi. ^lOi^ 
Tha Hoo'bla Mr. Jnatiaa B. B. Bawor. 
LOJ. AddL 8-11-43. ' 

C. P. a Benur Jvdidal Oapt 


Chief /usHes^Tbu Hoo. Sir Uonal 
Lamdi (R). BoMt-lav. lOlh. Fab. 88. 


Chief J hartn e- T ha 
Fkidariek Grille Kt., LOJL 
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TH8 INDUN AMKOAL BEQI8TER 


Judffn^L The Hononnble 
Mr, Jaetlee IL A. K{y 0 |.*l« c lb. Oa leete 
Ima 1-11-48 

2. HIm Hooearablc Iilr. Jiirttice R. £• 
Poltock, t.c.8. 

3. The HonouruMe Mr. Jfiitiee 
Ylrittii Buie. 

4« The Uonooreble Blr. Jiiiticc W. 
It. Piireuik. 

5. The Houonreblc Mr. JuKtirc K. G. 
Dl|;hy, i.o.8. 

8. The HoDOttiftble Blr. JuetUc J. 
8en« 

7. The Hononreble Mr. .Tttiitire M. R. 
Bobde— OfBcietlng vice no. 1 from 1-11-43. 

Punjab Judicial Department 

High Comrt^Lehore 

CMef Justice 

The Hoiiottruble s5ir John Dougles 
Young. 7th May. 11)34. 

The Honooriible i:^tr Arthur Treror 
Berriee. I9th Jeuuery, l843. 

Puisne Judges 

1. The Hoiioorebie Mr. JuAtice Tek 
Chend, Rt., ^7th Jeniiery, 1927. 

2. The Monoiirehle Mr. .lueiice Delip 
Singh, Kt., 4th October, 1020. 

3. The Iloiioti ruble Afr. Justice 

Monroe* 7th December, 1031. 

A The Honoureble Mr. Justice Bbide, 
2nd October. 1033. 

5. The Honoureble Mr. Justice 

Abdul Hnsbed. 2nd October. 1933. 

0. The Uonnreble Mr. Justice Din 
Muhemmed. 2nd Muy 1036. 

7. The Hononreble Mr. Justice 

Blacker. 23rd Norember. 1937. 

R The Honurable Mr. Juetice Rem 
Lall. 9th Febrnery, 19J8, 

0, The Hoooureble Mr. Juetice 8ele. 
14th Nofeofiber, 1989. 

lU. 'Jlie Honoureble Mr. Justice 

Beckett 23rd September. 194a 

11. The Honoureble Mr. Justice 

Muhemmed Abdur Kehemen. Kt. 13th 
Fernery. 1943. 

12. The Hononreble Mr. Justice 

Muhemmed Mnnir. 28ih Bmlemlier, 1912. 

13. The Hononreble Ur. Justice 

Uihr Ghend Mehi^en^ 27th 1943 

lA like Honoureble Mr. Justice 
Merten, AddiUonel Judge (except from 
16 7-1043 to 28-9-4A 

15. Ihe Honoureble Mr. Justice 

Dhewen. (Acting from k9-l-1943 to 

Honoureble Ur. Jnetico lh|e 
(h. (Aetlog 1-2-1943 to 15-7-19A1. 

^ tdltionM from 17th Sept. 1943). 

UoilBd Plmrimcen Jmdicial Dept. 


Pmsene Jadps— Hon. 8ir H. J. Collli- 

tcr, Kt, J.P., i.C4k 

Hon. Mr. Jnetice J. J. W. AlUnn, 

J.P., I.C.8. 

Hon. Blr. Justice Bfohammed TsmeU, 
KbAti lUhiuliir. Bur-st-Uw. 

Hull. Mr. Justice K. R. Vciroe. ba., 
ix.ii. 

Hon. Blr. Justice H.B.L. Bretind, 
Bsr>et-lewf (on deputation) 

Hon. Blr. Jiietii*e T. N. Malle, Rei 
Belied nr. M.A.. ll.b. 

Hon. Mr. Justice^. H. de B. Hamil- 
ton. J.P... I.C.8. 

Hon. Mr. Justice 8. K. Dar. b.a., li..b 

Hon. Mr. Justice R. L. Yorke, j.p., 

l.C8« 

Hon. Mr. Juetice O. P. Methur, Rsi 
Bsbedar. ba., LL.B. Additionel Piiisue 
Judge. 

Hon. Mr, Justice P. P. M. G. Plowdcu, 
i J.P. i.c.8. Acting Puisne Judge. 

I Chief Court of Oudh — Lucknow 

i Chief JudfTc— Hon. Sir George Thornes, 

I Kt. Bet st-Uir. (23-7-1938). 

1 /udges— Hon Mr. Justice J. K. W. 

I Bcnnet, i.cs. (13-7.1010) 

Hon. Blr. Justice Ghulem Mseen. 

I (16-9-1940). 

Hon. Blr. Justice Lakshmi Shenker 
Mierm, Bar-at-lew. (11-5-43). 

Hon. Mr. Justice W. Y. Bledely, 
1.CA. Addl. Judge. (11-5-41). 

Chief Court of Sind 

Chic/ Judges --rThe Hon. Sir Godfrey 
Deris, Berristcr-et-lew. (15-4-1940). 

Jridpe— The Hon. Mr. Justice Cherles 
M. Lobo, LL.B. (15-4-40). 

The Hon. Mr. Justice Hetim Bsd- 
riiddin Tyebii. Berrieteret-lew, (la-4- 
1040). 

The Hon. Mr. Juetice Deiinie Neil 
O’SulliTen, Berrieter-et-lew. (14-1-1943). 

Indian Staten (with Salutes) 

(Area-~-7IS,S0S sg. miies*; Peputaium 
-g/,5/P,M4). 

Aecem Stele 

ATampur— H. H. Blehere}e Sir Chnsa 
Chend Bingh, k.g.ai., o.B.a Mebiuafn 

of BIrth-l.’Sth April, 1885 
Date of •uocescion-^lSUi 8eptemli#i IfiOl 
Aree In Sq. milee— 8638 (ApproMMetely) 
Pepnlellon of 8tete-4,45,eoir 
BeTSone— Neerly Be. 9,58,620 
ii^lnte in gona-ll. 


Chief Jasriee— Hoa*ble Sir Iqbel 
Ahmof Kt BJL. 


iTafaf— Hli Htj^neie Bsglei Begl Mir 
Sir Mehmad e-exaTl^ of- 
Date of Birth-1864 
Dele of I 
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Am df 8Uto in pqiMie nito— 79^878 
P^nlnlioB of H%281 
Bmnne— R«. 17.78»Q00 nearij 
tiftlntc io Gunt — 19. 

Snrodn SUte 

Barorfa— His HMumh FoncomUi* 

Kbss-i-DAnlt’-i-InKliwis MshsrAis Sr 
I'rstupAin^U Gi»«kwiir, O.CXR. 8«*ns Khm 
Khel, r^istofiher B«hsdiir, Mshsrsis ol^ 
Dsts of fiirth~2^ Jnne. 1908 


fl o ny r H. H. lUhnitin Siqg 
X.C1 & Mslimk 
Dills 6f birCh—ssin Inns 1974 
Dsts otf nnccsssion^Sth August * 0 ^ 
Am in stiMurs ailss 
Popolstioii— m79l 
Revenue— Bs. A74JOOO nsiily 
Sslute in gun— 9 

Bombmw Pretff^ SiaUm 
Bslasiner— H. H. Bsbi Shri Jsinist 


Date of sncoessien— 7th. Feb. 1919 
Ares of Btste in sq. nilen— 8 194 
Popnlstion of Bute— 

Revenue Rs. 245*1*8 Urs 
Salute in guns— 81. 

BenfAl Slates 

Cooch B*Aor— H. 11. Maharnia Jacvd- 
filpendra Narayan Bhup Bahadur, Maha- 
raja of— 

Date of Birth->l.*»Ui Decemlier, 19.5 
Date of auccciiaioii -2Utb Dec. 11U2 
Area of State in f>q. miles— I8i.b35 
Population of 8tat«*— 5,8:),b9S 
Revenue— About Ba. 8**^ lakhs 
Salute in guua— 18. 

Tripura— fi. H. Maharaja Manikya 
Bir Bikram Kiahore Deb Barman Baha- 
dur K.G.S.I., Maharaja of — 

Date of Birth— • 9th Auguat, i908 
Date of aud^easion— 18th Auguat, 1928 
Am of State in sq. miles— 4.1 Itt 
Population of State— 382,450 
Revenue— Ra. 88.42.104 (including 
the revenue of the zamiodaries in British 
India) 

Salute in gups— 13. 

Bihar A Orissa States 

Kslahsndi— H. H Maharaja Pratspkesborl 
Deo, Mabsrs)a of— 

Dale of Birth— 5th October *19 

Date of tucceaaion— 19th September *89 

Am in sq. miles— 3,745 

Population— 6,99.761 

Revsnoe- Ra. 6«48,00U 

Salute io guni— 9 

Majnfhhaiy— Maharaja Sir Pratap Chandra< 
Bhani Dso, g«ai.B. Maharaja of— 

Date of Birth— I8ih February, *01 
Date of aueeeasion— 28rd April. *28 
Am in sq. milet-AM 
Pppolatlon— 9,89.881 
Kevenus— Ra. 84 laot 
Salhto in gnna— 9 

psatna— H.H. Maharaja Baiendra Narayan 
Bin^ D^ Maharaja of— 

Deism birth -:81st .March *18 
Dels of sneess sio n— 16th Jsnnsry *24 
Am in aqasn milsa-^SAll 
Popnlstion— 10 AlflR) 

Revtttoo— Ra. Ilj0iti86l 
Saints in gon*^ 


Khanji Munarvar Khanji Nawah 
Bahcb Bahadur, Nawah of— 

Date of birth— lOth November 1894 
Date of aueocasion— Slat December *J6 
Ares in square miles— 189 
i*opulstioa— 62 625 
Revenue— B«. 3.5u,tXJ0 nearly 
Indian State Foroea— Cavalry— 60, 

Infantry— 177. Quna — 10 
Salute in guns— 9 

Rsnads— H. H. Maharawal Shri Iiidra- 
aiuhji Pratspsiubji. Raja of — 
j Date of hirtti— 16th February 16H8 
Date of sucosMioii— 2ist Sept 'll 
Ares in square miles— 215 
INipulstion —At i, 125 
Kevenus— Hs. 7.98000 nearly 
Salute in guns— 9 

Baris— Lt Gol. His Highness Mahsraol 
Shrcs Sir Rsnjitainbii, S.C.B.I., Ruler of— 
Date of birth— lOth July 1886 
Date of iiiccesiion— 20th Feb. *06 
Area in sq. miles- 818 
Population— 1,89,206 

Indian State Forces— Cavalry (Irregular) 
Strength 17 ; 1 Company Kanjit Infantry, 
Strength 153; 1 nsotoon Militia, 

Strength 60 
Salute in guns— 9 

Bher— H. H. Meherban Srimant Raghu* 
natbrao Sbankarrao, Pant Saohib of— 
Date of birth— 20 September 1878 
Date of succesaion— i7th July *22 
Area in square miles— 925 
Population— 130,420 
Revenue— Ra. 600,000 nearly 
Salute in guns— 9 

Cambay- H. H. Nawab MIraa Hniaain 
Yawar Khan SaM Bdr. Nawab of— 
Date of birth— I6th May *il 
Date of Buoessaion— 2lst January *15 
Am In sq. miles— 892 
Popnlatloi^87«76l 
Revsnoe— Be. 10.00.000 nearly 
Indian SUte Forces— 1 19 Inisntry; 196 
Pollee Form ; 15 Body goards. 

SnluU in goos— li 

Chheta Rdefur (Mohan)— H. H. 
Mahszawal Shri NatwarMnhji FsUh- 
sinhjl. R^ of— 

DaU M bifS-l6th Novmnbm *09 


8 
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AngMl V 


teste— H. H. Uthannm Bhri Blwfuii* 
flfaMI HMoirNiibJI, Mthmmi of— 
Dote of Urtb-lSth teptembor 180J 
Dote of ooeeQUion— aotfi Nofonboi 
Afoo lo nilii— 047 

Popolotiott— lOfOO I 
RofOBOf-^Bi. 1,70.000 ttoorlj 
Hoittte in gofti— 0 

Monomiv-H. H> teohorooo 6hri 
VfJojodefJi Mohjindo?]i, Aojo of— 
Dote of birth— Old IMeember 1084 
Dote of onoaoMiloii-* 28th Morch *21 
Aroo io iq. ailoii— 704 
Pdpiilotioii — 1 , 1 2 /)0 1 
Revooiio— Ki. 8.60.000 
Mote io gtitti-9 


Dote of I 
Amo lo oq* MQfO— 88yOM 

I lo gooo-A 


nUff^H. H. Mohorojfidtilroio Bhrl 
HImaot Siagh}i 8«hib Buhadur 
Ditto of blrihr-2nd Beiilember 1890 
Dote of otteeaiioii— i4th April *31 
Atoo hi M| ailoi— 1A69 
l^olodoo— 8.07,796 
Rofenoo— te. 84,86.000 otMtfly 
Bolate lo fpiiii— 16 

Joo|lni**H« H. Nowob SidI Muhommod 
^Kboo Bidi Ahmad Khon, Eawob of— 
Dote of birih— 7th llansh *14 
Dote of oooeoMloo— 8nd Jlay *22 
Amo In tq. mil«o-S79 
Fopotolioo— 1,10.888 
Refteint— Ri. 11,00,000 
Bolote In fpMf— 11 


iowiov— Bhtimoni Yeihnoatroo Maharaja 
Raia of— 

Dote of birlh-llte Dooember *17. 

Dote of ■oooomIoo— nth Dncmboi *87 
Amo In iq, nltei-m 
PopnlotlOD— 86^191 
Rafonne— Ra 6k9Q,000 
Baittte la gnno— 9 

noifpnr-H. H. Mir Foil Mahomod 
Khan Talpnr, Mir of— 

Dote of birth— 4th Jonnaiy *18 
Date of ■ncooMlon— Doeombor *06 
Ana in aq. mllao— 8y060 
Potation— 887,168 
Rimniio— Ba 86*94 (loea) 

Indian Btate Porooa-Ualrpur **Faia** 
Lif^t laliMilry, 816 ; Khairpur Oamel 
Tranoport Oorpo. 78 
Bolnto In gnna— 16 

Rilbonnv-*-Ool* *H« H. Bhri Bir Rajaram 
Onbotfopoll MoboM}, o.oal, o.aLs^ 
afonornlo of*^ 

Dote of birth— 60 Jnly 1897 
Date of nnooMilon glh *88 
in aq. inlloa-Miri 


Fopnlottan-0,97467 
BoMona-lte. 18646487 
Bolote in goon— 19 

Lonaamda-Lioot, H. H. MohoMno Bhri 
Vlrbliadiaiinh)l. QtUb of- 
Doto of birth— 6th Jnno *10 
Date of •ofloaaalon— 8nd Ortobor W 
Amo In oq. mIIm— 666 
Fbpalaaoa— 06,166 
Rofonno-Aboot Ba. HJSO/m 
Dyaootlo Bolote— 9 gnno 
Maihol— H. H. Brimont Baja BhoicoMlah 
(mlaor), Baia of— 

Date of birth— 16 Oolobor *89 
Date of aoeeaaaion— 9th Nofombcr *37 
Arao in oq. mllao— S99 
PopniniloD— 68468 
Bovonoa— Ba, 4,66400 oaarly 
Indian State Ftm-Mndhol Bajiao Binh 
Inlaiitry— il6 
Salute io gnna— 9 

Ralpipla Oaptaln H. H. Bfaharana 
Sir Vijaya Blnhtt Ohhatraainhii, : 

Date of birth— 60 January 1690 
Data of aueeoition-^Oih September *16 
Area in aq. mtlea-l«6ir60 
Popnlaiion— 8 ,46,068 
Refonne — Ri. 8448.000 
Indian State Foreoa— Bafplpla Infantry 
168 ; Rajpipla BodygnanI 86 
Balnte la guna— 18 


Bhri 


Baehia— Hit Highnana Nawab Bidi 
Muhammad Hmar Mohammad Yakut 
Khan, Mubaiiind Daula, Nuirat Jang 
Bahadnr, Naaab of— 

Date of birth— nth Baptember *09 

Date of anoocaaioD— 19th Noifomber *80 

Area in oq. milta— 67*80 

Raranna— Ba 4,00,00/- 

Indian Btate Foreaa— Saehia Infantry 80 

Salute in guna— 9 

Sangli— Oaptain H. H. Raja GSirimaat 
Sir Ghictaiaanrao Dbundirao alias 
Apiiaaaheb Pktwardhan, K.O.l.n,, Rate of— 
Date of blrtb— I4tb Feb. 18^ 

Date of Suooeannti— 16th Juno 1903 
Area in aq. milea— Mae 
Population— 8.93,403 
Rerenue— Ra. I6.'f0444 
Batata io guna— 9 

Saat— Maharana Bhri Jorawarainhii 

Partapiinhji, Raia of— 

Date of birth— 84tb Mareh l8Bl 
Data of Bueceiiion— aiat. Augnat 1886 
Area In aq, milaa— 894 
Population— 63,68 1 
Reranue— Ri. 466,689 
Salute in gnae— 9 


SaraatTadl— (Minor) H« H. Rate Bahadur 
Shriuiant Shirram Savant Bhonale 
Dnte of birte— l3th Auf^ *87 
Date of moMMion 6f Jnly *37 



11 


wtsDu^mi 


Am fft f4^ »ita- m 
FttpAtflw m,AlO 

Cmiititi India Staint 
Alrig w li ML. fi. H«Ai«niiii SHrii' Bhnpal 
bAai^ BalMdiir, 

JDM of ooeoaMioo^TlIi Joiti 'U 
HIM of Novembev itt6 

Am in imIi!#— 8^2 

Popriotinii—84»7ttJ 
iUveiHie— R ih. 6(WXK) n^fttly 
SalM in goai— ll 

AHmlfv— H. H. lUUrajft Protep Stof^ 
K.aUB.t Maiiania of-- 
DM of birtb— igUi tiiept 1881 
DM of mccoiioii— IM Ftbraory 1881 
Am io ag. rnilM— M 
Popslirtio»-il8«754 
Bofflono of tiM tttote— B«. MCMIOO 
8olote Io guof— li 

Baool— H. li» Aaom-uMJBM Iftikhoi^ 
ud-lhuilAli Imodoul-MoEk HoliUw-Jah 
MIhtn fcb^rdar Nonob Mobttmioiid 
Moabuq-iiMloM Kbon Soidoc Jong, 
Doi« of binii— 7tli Fobraory IM 
Doto of •occeipnoii^28tb OcUiLktr *it 
Areo in aq. miloo— l:ei 
1 'opaUtioti— 20,256 
Herenoe-JEU. 
boluto in guns— 11 


BoroniidlM (Poihor Ka«*hor)— Kojo Ooyo 
Pornhad bingb, Kojo of— 

Doto of birth -J865 
Diiie of oueoctsHioD — 9lh July *00 
Areo in aq. miliA— 210 
l*opulo(ion— 16,912 

lli:feniio— Bt. 45,uu0 noorly 

bolnio in gana— 9 

Burwonl— Hio UighneM Raiio l>crvi«fiigh)i 
Dote of birkb— lOib July *22* , 

Dote of Buoeeeeion— 21«t April 30 
Areo in aq. niiit'a— Ll7d 
PopuUtiun— i ,76,632 
llvveiiue— iU. 1 1.04.610 

boliiie in guiif — )1 

Bbopol— L(.-Oot. H. U. Iftikhor-ul-Mnlk 
blMdor Soulot Nowob Hoji Mnhom* 
mod HomiUullo Kbon fiobfi6ur« 
G.CAA, o C.8.I., C.V.O., Nowob Of — 
Dote Of birth— 9tb beptember IM 
Dote of ■noeoMion— I7th Moy '»$ 


Arm in oq. inilce— 7.(XX) 

FopnUtloo— 7UDAX) 

Rerenne— Bi. 62 ,. 0,000 neorly 
lodioa Stole Foxcce— Bhopol (Vietorio) 
Looeere-141 ; ^Bbowa Saltooio 
Infotry— 772; Bhopol Gohor-i-lof 
Own Oonpony— 164 

Solnie In gnne— 19 ^ ^ . 

BUowor-B« H. Mntmin Qoviud Singh 
Minor, of— 

Dm, M Biitb— iTtb Jue 14 


Bm, oC nMMlH-llMr Bov. 
Aw, i».n > ■IIm ill- 

SJHijn 

MM,: I, gw,— U 


Ckaihhnl-». H. IblMMlMnUwk 
tttpMidw«l-liMk Aounta, BiHh: Jo 
Dw- Bduiu, Mahw,}, oC— 

Okl, at biith^-«tir DmoMmt DB 
DM, o» Mi wrio, UMobac 'aO 
An, t« «{. bUm— aw 
PupolMlOn— UftIQB 
ttevcBOi— R,. aMfiOO Baaif 
SUM, ia g,M— 11 


C O Mit uf f H . H. Mahkis],. Bhamni 
togo BMwdu^ Mahw^ ol— 

Dm, ck Mrth— Mth AagoM, VM 
Dkw ef MccMvioo— Mb April, *32 
Ara, ia tq* a3«^l,n0 
)>0pol,tkm— l.eiAW 
OroH BMMin, Bc«l7— lU. OAMIOO 
lodiw BtM, F o tw i >ia 
tSriuta in gona— ii 

DMte— lUjor B. H. lUhM^ Lofemlt, 
tiir Utfrind Uiagh BririMlni, kxaj.. 
I Dm, of birtb— VlM Job, iSW 
) Data of ■UBMMio, 'Bth Augni Vi 
Aroi in aq. Bil«— Bll 
i'opulMion— 14MW 
Bevmno— Ri. UiWiMIO Mwrly 
Indian ritnto FotMi— Dali, iM O0Tind» 
loioniiy— 9UO 

Doiio Uofittd lofontry (B Oompony)— 117 
bointe in gone— 16 


Dewoa (Senior)— Hie Higbneai Mohnroio 
Sir Viknimainbo Beo Poer. B,OAio, 
BU.r Moberaio of— 

Dote of birth— 4Ui April *|0 
I uoie of iococeaioii— 2}al Deoewber M 
I Areo in sq. ntlea— 449,60 
, Popnlolion— 89,479 
I Berenne-Ba. 7,ao,COO 
; bolttU in gona— 15 

Dewna (Junior BmeL)— B. B. Blnbomie 
Sadaebivno Khnee Sobeb Bawnr, 
Moborojo of— 

Dote of birth— 13th Angnet 1887 
Dm, of MoeMrio,— Mb Febnufy *94 
Aim ia aq. wilw— 419 
P^latiOB— 70,il9 
RevaDor-Ra. MMOO 


Mute in gnoa— 15 

Mar— Lfenl. H. B. Mabwijn Awad Bw 
Fom tSMMb BMiadnr, MuMn^o of— 
Data of biitb— 3tth Norwabw, '99 
Dmo of raeoeariM— IM Angmt 19 
Data of InvaattMuo— lOtb llawb, '40 
An, i, aq. wila,— l,f99A4 
Fopnlatioo— SAtAlO 
ttjrronnii Be UMiOlOOO 
ImliM SIM, KtwnbbM Ugbt Bon, 
99$ Dfew lafantiy <ljB»IOowd)W9 
Sriat, to goM— li 
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BaiftAwM tewai SfedYAwast R«o 
BSlnr Bibidhr. Ifabaiala oi. 

Dale of blrllfr-6th BeiHevber HM 
Dele cl •neDflcelon-^SB^ Febrnarj *e6 
Aiee in m|. milea— iitOOe 
fopiileticHi— OTcr 16^000 
Rflfeniie— Be. i;il,ei.i00 ^ 

Indian State Foreer-Indfife ficlkar 
£M0rt<-14l, Tndoie let Battalion, 
Idfliliaraia Holkafe Inlantrf Oornfmlci 
* “B^-eeo 

Indore Uolkar Transport Corpe-^ 

Halttie in guna— 19 

ieoce-~Lt. Ool. H. Ht Fakhrad^Danlali 
Nanab tSir l^amniad Ifiikhar Ali 
BLhan Bahadur, Sanlat-i-Jang, o b.b., 
K.O.LE. Nawab of— 

Date of birth— I7ih January 1883 
Hate of aueoaasion— Oth March 1806 
Area in aq. nilce— eoi 
1*opuSetioD— 1,16,788 
liefeBiie--Ria. 16,00,000 
Hnlnta in guna— 18 

Jhahne— ti. M. iiaia Udai Sing, Raja of 

Date of birth— 0th May 1876 

Date of eueocneion— SHth April 1896 

Are in cq. milea— 1«836 

ropulatiou— 123.932 

iUveiitte— Ra. 8,6<J,000 nearly 

Salute in gone— 11 

Khlleklner— Raja Rao Bahadur Sir 
Dunaaaalalng, r.c.i a., Raja of— 

Date of birth— 26ih Auguat 1897 
Date of auccc^Hioii— lOili January *08 
Area in aq. miles— 273 
Population— 4.'i/ri::'ri 
itevenue— Ks. 2,24,000 
Snliitn in ciins— 9 

Maibar— H. U. Ki«ja Sir Brijiiath Siiighi 
Deo Baba ur, k.c i.r. Buja of— 

Date of birth— 22nd February 18 9 
Date of suefaBsion— lOth Det% 'll 
Area in sq. miles— 407 
Population— 68,991 i 

Reranne— Ra. 6. 00,000 (nearly) 

Salute in guua— 0 I 

Nagod— (Uncbehra)— H. H. Haja Mahendraj 
Binchjee Ueo Bahadur, Raja of— 

Data OI birth- 6th February *16 
Data of auooaMioo— 26th Ffo. '20 
Ana In aq. milea— COI'A 
Population— 87,011 
Bafenue— Ra. a,ooj>oo (nearly) 

Hainta In guna— 9 
Na^aghfarh— H* H. Raja Bit Vikram i 
8 ia#i]r Sahib Bdr. 1 . 01 . 8 . Raja of— I 
Data A birth— 81 Bapt. ^oa 
Dale of eueoeaeion— 28rd April *24 ) 

Area in aq. mllee— 784 I 

Population— 1,84,281 
Keftaua— Ra. 7i09A91 (aaarly). 

Hainta In guna — 11 

Bfllam— fel. u. GeiMuvJ-t-aMfeMlm-BiiuQat* * 
khaad 8hri Hawai 8ir VIrSingh De? | 


bador. 


Sir 
R.O8.1.. 


iiaciiiy.i 

of- 


Bahadur, K.c.a.r. klaharAjs ef— 
f>ate of birth— J4th April t8ii9 
i'ate of anoeeaaion— 4th Mareh *30 
Area in aq. milea— 2,v80 
Pdpnlallon -8144161 
Revenfio— Be. 1AOO,000 (nearly) 

Salute in guna— 16 
Panna— H. H. M^unaja B 
Yadvettdra Siii^ Babe 
K.CJ.I., Ilahaiafa of— 

Date of birth-^at January 1894 
Date of ane ee i a i en— aOth June '02 
Area in sq. mAlei-9,68e 
Population— Aia,180 
Keren ue—Rt. 9,600 JO nearly 
Salute in guna— 11 
Rstanrh— H. H. Baja Bawat Bikta 
Smgli 'Bahadur (minors Raja . 

Date Of birth— 18th Decemtier *36 
Date of aueoeoalQD— Do l>o 
Area in aq. milea— 667 
Population— I48y009 
Revenue— Ra. 8,68,200 
Salute iu guna — 11 

BaSam- Major-Qcneral H. H. Mali: r la 
Sir Sajjan Bingb, o.ai.B., K.r.a.i., 
K.C.Y.O. 

Date of birth— isib January if<Ko 
Date of euceeeaion— 29fh Jsu. ]sm 3 
Area in aq. milea— 093 
Population 1A6,117 
Revenue— Be. lo laca 
Indian State Forces— Shrve Ixikciidra 
Riflre— Aiitboriaed Strrug:);-. 

Salute in guns— 18 pcrmsiit^iii, local 16 
ftewa— H. U. Maharaja Mraj Sir Gulnb 
Hingh Bahadur, d.oiK., k.os. 1.. 
Maharaja of* - 

D.itc of biub— 121I1 *’;iroh *03 
Date of au(.*ccssioii- 3 lsi i.)i U>brr ’18 
Area in sq. miles - 13 .OOO 
ropulatioii— ]8.20.;ti.o 
Salute in guns— 17 
lievenue— Ka. 804i0,o00 

Singbji Bahadur, k.c.t.k, R.ja of 
Date of birth- i«'h .March isui 
Data of Bucoeaaioii— Uih July ' 1:1 
Area in aq. milea-ru? 

Population— 40,228 

Revenne-'-Ks. 3 . 00 .UUO 

Indian State Forces—l. t^kvalry no ; 

2 . Infantry 44 ; :i. Police 130 

Salute in guna— ]J 

Samtbar— H. H. Maluraja Sir Bir SinL'Ii 
Deo Bahadur S.C.I.B., Raja oi > 

Date of birth— 28th Augnat 1884 
Data of au«*«'<>aalon— i7tb June loHU 
Area in aq. milea— 180 
Popnlation— 33,216 
Revenue-Ha. 3,504X)0 nearly 
Salute in guna — 11 

MMM— H. H. Raja Sir Ram Stugh^ 
K.C.I.K., Raja of— 



ADMlNUTTRATieil OF INDIA IM4 


IS 


Dftte of birtb— taO Janarj 1880 
Am la tq. witfa- tti 
Fdpalali(iB~86.648 
Revaaac— Ki. 8,88^076 
Siriute ia gaiia— ii 

Gwalior State 

Gwallar-H. H. Muharmift MukhUr uN 
Malk, Asim*ul-lqtidar» IU8-a«li-6baa, 
Wala Bhikoh, Motaabun-i-Dattraii, 
UBiilat*ttl-nBirft. MahmiadhiniA 
Alljah, HiMiiiaa-8klta*nat Oaorpe 
Jajaji Rao bcindia, Bidiadar, Briaath, 
Manaur-i-Zaman, Fidwi-i-Haaiab-l 

MaIik-MuazKam*i-Bafi-ad-Dar)a^l* 

Inglistan, Maharaja of— 

Uata of birih — ^ih Judo *16 
Iinte of aiicceaaion— 5ih Jaae 
Area in aq. aillea— 86367 
Popiilation— 8 , 888,010 
HeTeoua— Ra. 241^1 laoa oaarly 
Indian Stale Foocea— 

Gwalior let Yaya}! Laa c eta 826 
” 2nd Aliiah * —526 

'* 3rd Maharala Madho Rm 
S iniidia'a Own Lancen— 626 
** let Maharani Sakhya Ray'a 
Own Battalion— 768 
2od Mabaraja Jayaji Rao’a 
Own Battalion— 766 
3rd Maharaja ^india’a Own 
Battalion— 772 

** 4th Maharaja Bahadur Battalion 
—772 

** 7th Scindia*! Battalion (Train- 
in8)-4S8 

" Mountain Battery— 280 
Hcindia’i Houae Artillery — 188 
” Sappera Artillery— 178 
’* Tony Tranaport Oorpa— 479 
Siilnte ill Oune— 21 

Hyderabad State 

nyilerabad— Lt.-Qfneral H. E. H. Aaaf 
Jah Muz»fiar ol-Mulk wai Mamalik* 
Nizam ul-Mulk Nizam -ud-Diiula, 
Nawjtb Sir Mtr Uaroan All Khan 
Bahadur, Fateh Jang, Faithful Ally 
of the Britiah OoTeramfoti O.CA.I., 
e.B.K., Nizam of— 

Bate of birth— 6ib April 1886 
Date of aoeeeaaion— 29th Auguat *ii 
Area In aq. milea— 100.463 
Population— 17,877.986 
Rercnne-Ra. 894*99 laca 
Indian State Foreea— Hyderabad lat 
Imperial 6er?lce Laneera. 644 
Hyderabad 2nd imperial Serriee 
Laneera. 544 
Salute in guna— 21 

Jammu Kashmir State 
fammu A Kakhmir— Uent-General H. H. 
Raj Bajekbwar Maharaiadhiraj Ma^ 
raja Shrt Harialagbii Sahadnr, Indar 
Mahindar. Spar-i-Saltanat-i-Englla^ 

o.CAX. e.ai.1., K.c.v.Oi, 
raja of— 


Dale of birth— Beptember 1896 
Data of ioooeaHon— fitoplamber '28 
Am in aq. milia-86471 
relation— 4031.616 
Remu^Ra. 287*92 laea 
Btataa Foroaa — 

1. let Line Tkoopa cFighUog Berri'e) 
Jammu and Kaahroir Body Guiffd 

Catalry— 688 

2. let Jammu A Kaabmir Mountain 

Bntterj 2i4 

8. 2nd Jammu A Kaabmir Monntain 

u. - " 

2 nd » Ridea 690 

»rd " 679 

4th ’* *' Infantry 690 

6th •» - Ught “ 679 

6th ” ’• ^ 772 

10. 7th '* •* ” 690 

11. 8lh " •' " ” 672 

12. 9th ” ” •' 679 

lat Line (Troops Adminiatratife Serriee) 

13. J. A L. A. T. 0. I 865 

14. Jammn A Kashmir Infantry 

Training Battalion 19ft9 

16 . Jammu A Kashmir Army 

Training School 26 

16 . Auxiliary Serriee 

17. Jammu A Kashmir Military 

Transport 299 

18. Jsmmu A Kashmir Slats Band in 

19. ** Fort Dept, 117 

20 . Miliiary Veterinary Gorpe 2 i 

21 . Military Medical Corps 40 

Salnte in gone — 21 

Bangaiianaile— U. fi. NawabBaiyid Fazle 
All Khan Bahadur, Nawab cd- 
Date of Birth— 9th Norember '01 
Date of siioceseion— 22 nd Jnuukry 
Am in aq. miles— 276 
PopulatioD— 44681 
Rerenne— Ra. 8.33,768 
Saints ii^uni— 9 

Coahin— B7 H. Bit Keraih Varma, Maha- 
raja of— 

Date of blTthr*29th Vxischigon 108 O u. n. 
Date eue e im to o— i3th April '41 
Area In aq. miles— 126(2 
Popolatioo— 1.422333 
Rerenne— 1.2M6388 
Indian Btatw Forces— 84. Offieert and 
870 mmi 

Baittta in gnat— 17 

Pndafckillal— H. H. BrI Brihadambn Daa 
Baja Magopal^ltadaiman Bahadur, 
Dale of birth— 28rd June '22 
Dale of iuaeMetou-24th Oelober '29 
Am fas aq. milm— 1,179 
Popninlion — 439348 
Bmaw-Bi. aO;?4.ooo bmiIj 
B iiat. is gBBS— u 

tafasMTs— H. H. Sir FMlaaaahb. 
Dsm VaseU FSb Buss Vans. 
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KiriUpiti Manner Bn1t«ti 
Maharaja Baja Bamraja Bahadur 
ShanitM Jaag, Maharaja of-- 

Dale of birth— ?£ Notember 'la 
IMe of aiicc.cii«ioii— tat September ^4 
Area ia aq« milee— 7/i01*76 
i^«>pulatioa— 0,070,0}8 , 

UaroQiie— Re. 280*78 lakhe 
Sainto itt ^oe— 19 ; Loeal 21 


Maharaja Sri Oliamaraja 

Wadiar Bahadur^ Mahmja of— 

Date of birtii— isth July *10 
Dale of eueeceeion— 8th Sqitember '40 
Ana ia eq. milee— 29,493 
Popnlatioii'-73*29 lakhe incltidiiig Civil 
& Military Statiim, Bangalore 
Reveone— Be. 4£5,eMM)00 nearly 
Indian State Foioee— Myeore Iianem 
495 ; Horee 18H ; Bodyguard )25 ; ; 
lat Infahtry 772 ; 2ud liifantry 1130 ; i 
Palaoe Guard 500 
Seinte in guns— 21 

Punjab Siaita | 

Bahawalpnr— Major tile Highneae Rnkn* ; 
nd-Daula, Noerat*i-Jaiig, 'Saif*ud« 
Daola. Hafiz-ul-Mulk. Mukhliab-nd- 
Dania, Wa-Muinud*L>aula Nawab Al- ! 
Haj Sir badiq Muhammad Khan V ; 
Abbaei, Bahadur, o.o.i.Bi, K.o.e.i., | 
s.o.v*o« Nawab Ruler of— j 

Date of birth— 80ih Bepteraber *Ui j 

Date of BuocBMion* 4th March *07 I 

Area in eq. nilM— 22*000 
Palliation— Over one million. 

Uevenue— Be. 1,40.00«0(X) nearly j 

Indian State Forcee- Biliawalpur let 
Sedlq Infimtry ; fiahawatpur and 
flavoon Infantry ; H. IJ. the Nawatt's < 
Own Body Gnard Lancere 

Salute in gune— 17 

BUaMnr— ^ahlurl— H. H. RajA Anaud , 
O&aiid, Baja of— 

Data of bkth-88th. Jannary T3 

Date «f eneoeeeion— 18th Nov. '27 i 

Ana In eq. milea— 448 

Relation— 1*10,000 ! 

Revenue— Re. 8,00,000 nearly 

Salute in gone— ii 

Chamha— fi. H. Baja I^ehmao Singh, I 

tha Ruler of Chauiba Slate (minor) t 

Dite of birth— 8th Deoember *24 
Duti of euooeetloa— 7th. Dee. *85 
Ana ia eq. mSee— 8,127 
Population-n 89,88 
Revenne— B8. 9 ,oo*UUO nearly 

Ooiwmil'of^Sknini^^ appointed by 
the Government to carry on Miooniy 
Admlntatratloa. FreeHlenl— Lt-Got. 

H. 8. Strong, c.t.n Vioe«Preeideni A 
Ohiif Socretari— Dewan Bahadur 

Lala Madho Bam. Member— Rai 
Bahadur Lala CMianehynai Deaa. 

t— lA. H. H. Farzaad-I-Saadat 


Niiiband«HairaULKaiaard*Hliid Barar 
Bane Reie Rar Indar Singh iBahadur, 
Date of birn— a9th Jannary *15 
Date of euoeeeeloo— .8id Deoember T8 
Area In eq. milee— 648 
Populelioii— 164348 
Bevenne— Re. 17,00300 nearly 
Indiea State Feme— Faridkot 
Hcadqaarten 8. (Field 
Sappere A Mioen 188. 

Leneere 27. Infantry 112* 

Salnte la guaa— li 

Jiad— Colonel BL H. Fafiaad-i«Dilband 
Kaeikh-nMtikad Daulat-I-I;.gliii)>tn 
Raja-liaiitan Maharaja Sir Ranbir 
Pingh, Rajendra Bahadur, o.o.t,B. 
G.c.8.t., Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— iith October 1879 

Date of eucceasion— 7th March 1887 

Area in oq. milea— 1,259 

Populat ion— 808.183 

Revenue— Ra. 28,00,000 nearly 

Sidnte in gune— 13 

K-ipnrtbala > Colonel Hie Highneae 

Firziind-i.Dilbeiid RA*<hik-iiI-l Iked 

DAuUui-Ingluihifi Raje-URaj^an 
Maharaja Sir Jagatjit Hingh Bahadur, 
G.C B.I., O.C IB., Maharaja of 

D.ite of birih — ^4 h Noveuibt^r i872 
Date of » ui'ceoeion— 5iU Scplemlwr 1877 
Avaa in eq. milea— 658 
PopulaticNi— 8,76380 
Revenue— Re. 84k00,000 roughly 
Salute in gttoe— i8 

Loham— Oapt H. H. Nawab Mima Amin- 
ud* Din Ahmed, Fakhar*iid*Daola 
Khan Bahadur, Nawab of— 

Date of birth— 23ra March li 
liaie of aucceesioti— aoih Get. ’22 
Area in *q. milea— 222 
Populatlou— 27,892 
Bevanua— Be. 138,000 nearly 
Salute ia guat— 9 

KMerhiilla-Lt-Ooloiiel H. H. Nawab 
Sir Ahmad Ati Khan, Bahadur, k.C 2 .i.. 
K.C.1B., Nawab of— 

Date of bffth— lOtb September 1881 
Date of aueceeaion— 28ra August ’08 
Area in eq. milea— 168 
Population— 80,822 
Revenue— Re. 15.61,000 aeariy 
Indian State Fmeee— Sappers— EEfid- 

qnaxtera 16 ; Lanoera (Bodygnaidd 4U ; 
talaakif 226 ; Flald Oompaay Sippern 
A Mineia 295 
Salute ia guaa— ll 

Maadl— MMor H. H. Raja Sir Jogiader 
Ben Bahedur, K.a8.i., Bala of- 
Data ii birth— aoth Angoatw 
Dale of euceeeelon— mA April T3 
Ana in iq. miiet— 1300 
P6|Nilatioa-2,07.465 
Riveana— Bs. I2,50i000 neariy 
Salute in gnat— 11 
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MaMa— H. R. Fanand-i«AT)naiid, 
Aqaidal-Paiwand-i-Daulat-l-Ingliahia, 
Bttar Barn, Sarmut Baja-i-Ha)aj;iia 
Maharaja Piatap 6In|>ha Mai 
Bahadur, Maharaja of^ 

Data of birth— 2 iat. bept«mb^ *iU 
Date of auooeMioa— Februarj 'as 
Area la aq. nilea— 928 
Population— 268»834 
K«*T<!oiie-Ba. UO^JOOO nearly 
Iraliite in guna* \U 

Patiala— Dr. H. H. Fariiiid-i-Kbaa 
Daulat-i-EtigliahU Muuaur-ul-Zaman. 
Amir-ol-Umxa Maliurujatlbira] Raj 
Kajtfshwar Bhri Maharajnd-Uttigau 
Bhri Yadavludra Sin^hji lld., 
Maheiidra Bahadur, Mahuraja of— 
Date of birth— 7th January 
Date of auooeiaion— :i8rd March '38 
Area in aq. miles— 6,932 
Population — l32f».IW0 
Itevriine- Re. I.ri7,cn,000 
Indian Btnte Forces — 

Ooinbatanta : Ni)iv-OoiitliHtaiiita 


Dale of birth— 1878 
Date of sueoeiaion— Oili August 14 
' Area in aq. milea— 8,8^0 
P(*Pttlalioii— 88,077 
Revenue— B. a34»600 nearly 
I balute in gune— 9 
I 

j ' Hajputana SiaU$ 

AUar-H. H. .Sliri Sewai Maharaj Tej 
I Binirliji Bahadur, Maharaja of— 

lute 01 birth— (9tU Marcu ’ll 
' l>ate of Huoocaaion— 22 iid July 7l7 
Area in aq. nilee— 3217 
J^upn latioii— 7,49 ,76 i 
Revenue- About Ha. 40,00.0.0 
lndi«n Stale Foroea— 1. J<.*y Paltafi 

Infantry 885; 2. Prata|> Pal'ati lufautry 
3^11 ; 3. AUar Maugal Laucere 168; 4. 
Garrison Force 28 
Salute in guue— 16 

Banewere— H. U. Rai-i-Kay:>n Maharawal 
Sahib Shri Sir Pirtht Singhji Bahadur, 
K.C.I.B. Maharawal of— 


I. let Rajindar Lancet a 
2« ynd Prttinla LaUi^rs 

а. War Strength 2iid P. Lre 
4. F. H. A. 

б. let K. 8. Infantry 
H. 2nd Yedavendra « 

7. 3rd P.8. 

8. 4ih Patiala « 

9. q'rainiNg Battalion 

10. Patiala Traiipnrte Corjm 
:L 6 M. Vety. Hospital 

12. Army 1^. School 

13. Patiala wireleaa Section 

14. Deputy Oompany 

4609 638 

Salute in guns— 17 

Sirmnr (NMiid)— H. H. Lt. hlaheraje 
Bejendra Prakaeh Bdr. Afaharaja of— 
Date of birth— .0th January *13 
Date of eaoeeseion— Nov. '33 
Area in aq. miles— 1,14I 
Population— 1,48,668 
Revenue— Rs. 10/X).000 neerly 
Indian Bute Forces— Sapiiers— FI ead- 
quartera 6 ; Band -23 ; No. 1 Comnany 
142, No. 2 Company 166 ; Bute Body- 
guard Lancers 8i 
SalttU in guns— II 

Snhii— H. H. Bale Lakshman Sen, Raja of 

Date ol blrUi-1894 

Data oi eucccaeion— 13th Oct. '19 

Area in eq. milae— 420 

Population— 54328 

Revanuo— Ba. 2,67iC00 nearly 

Salute in guna— 11 

Baahahr— H. H. Baja Padam Singh, 


Date of birth-> i:ith July 1S8S 
Date of Bueceeaton— 8th Jetiuary *14 
Area in aq. miles— l.OiU 
Popiilatioii— 2,99,9 13 
Bevenue— Re. 8, 17.726 
■Salute In guns— 16 

BheretfHV— Lt. Ool. H. II. Meharaja Sri 
Brajindra Sawai Sir Kviehiu Singh 
Bahadur, Bahadur jaug, K.C.8 1., 

Date of birth— 4th Octdber 1899 
Date of Bucceaeioii— 27tb Augoal 1900 
Area in aq. milea— 1382 
Popnlation— 4,96,437 
Berenue-Be. 34,26, oCO nearly 
Indian State Forces— Jaawant House* 
hold Infantry— 772 ; 2od Rain Siogh^e 
Own Infantry— 358 ; 3 rd Baietha 
Infaatry— 863 
Salnta in guns— 17 

Blkaaar— General H. H. Mahaujadhiraj 
Kajeavar ^'erendra Bhiromani Mabt.* 
rajah Bti Ganga Singbji Bahadur, 
O.O.S.I., 9.C.'.V.0., K.C.B., 

4 .D.C., lImD., Maharajah of— 

Date of birth -13th Oct. 1880 
Date of aucceaaion— 3lat Aug. 1887 
Area in aq. nilea— 23317 
Population— 1238, OOU 
Revenue— Ra. 1,68,11,000 
Indian Sute Forces— 

Oenga Risala (Camel Corps) 6:13 
Sadnl Light lufeatry 7«3 

Dnngat Lanoere 

(ioclu^g H. H.', Body Ouud IMS 

24S 

Oanel IMiety 

ArtUiery TraioiBK Oeotr, irt 
bd.BittidiOk Bikaow State lofaotiy Wl 
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Sfd BftHtlioBt BilBNiir Elite iBhntqr 80 
Triinlnje Bittelloo 418 

liolor fliehlM Omi Sattioot lOO 

dilute in gunt— PiinoDil 19. PeniiOMit 17. 

Bnnil— His Highosft Hideodni Shromial 
Dao Sir BoTind Bi) Mihifitedhirij 
Bshsb Bihidiir. o aLi. 

Dste of birtlH-8(b Mmh 1893 
Dili of oocoiSsion—SUi Avgust ’27 
Arsi in sq. ndlss— 2»t80 
I’opulitiOD— 2,40A74 
K«Tcnns*-IU. 16,80, UOO 
.Salute in guos— 17 

Dholiiir— Lt. Col. H. B. Rsis-nd-Dsuli 
Stpihdsr ul-Mtilk Mihitajedhifils 
Sri Biws! Mshsrii-Rias Sir Udsibbia 
Singh Lokindsr Bshvdur Diler Jsng 
,Til Deo, K.C.8.L, K.o.v/>., Mihiis}- 
RlljA of— 

Dste of birth— 25ih Februsry 1808 

Dste of sncoeoeion— 29th Msrch ’ll 

vres in.eq* miles— 1.200 

Population— 2.80. 1 88 

Reveoiu — Rs. l7.60/)0 > nesrl j 

Indisii Stste Forces— Dholpur Nsrslngh 

Infsntry 164; Dholpur Ssppers end 

Miners 76 

Solute in guns— 16 

Dungorpur- H. H. Roi-i-Rsyon Mohi- 
mobeudro Miboroiodhiroi Miborowil 
Sri lioksbinon Bioghii Bshidur, 
K.C.8.I., Moborowol of— 

Dots, of mrth— 7th Msr. '06 
Date of soceession— 16th Nor. *18 
Arsi in sq. mrlsi— 1,409 
Populotion — 2,74.282 
Revenue— Rs. 8,00,000 
Sslote ti guns— 16 

Jsinvr— H. H. Ssrisssd-LRiiihi-i 

flindisten Rs} Rs}indni StI Mihi- 
miidhireii Sir Sivel Uiu Singh 
Bshsdui; o,o.i.B., Mehirsis of— 

Dste of birth— list August 
Pile of e u e-^sss i on— 7th September 
Arcs in sq. mites— 16,688 
Popniitien— 8M1,776 
Revenue— Ri. ssmiy 

Indisn Stele Fosuss— Jslpor Inteulry— 778 
Jiipur Lunette— 616 ; Tkpt Oot p e 6^ 
Bilute In guDi— 17 

Mmlmei^H. H. Muhiiujidhirsl 
Reft^irir Pnium Bhnlteiuk 
Mibiriwilii Sir JiwiAir Steghil Dtei 
Bilmdur Tudnkul Ohundiuhlml 
Rukiu-ud^Diuli. MusmSkr Jvig, 
Bljilmin K.O.BJ., Ruter of— 
lute of birth— 18th Nov. 1888 
Dste of eucceiiten— 86th June *14 
Ares iu eq. milea— 16,088 


PofmleliOD-98J48 
Seinte In gune— 15 

Astewur— H. H. Dhsrmedlvsksr Prsu- 
vstesl Pstit-pswn Msbnrs] Rods 8bri 
Sir Rejendrs Siitth Ji Dev fishsdnr, 
K.afl.i. MsbsrsJ Rsus of— 

Dste of birth— 16th July 1900 
Dste of snoceesion— l8tn April ’29 
Ares in eq. miles— 813 
Pflonlstion— 1.88,375 
Ssfnte in guns— 18 

Jodhpur— Air Commodore Hie Highnesa 
IU) Rs)eswsr 8srsmsd*i-Rs]si-UiDd 
MMisrs)sdhirs] Shri Sir Umsid Sioghji 
Sshib Bshedur. G.o.8.ln G.C.I.E., K.c.v.u. 
A.D.C.. LLD., Mshsrsjs of— 

Dste of birth— 8th July ’i'.3 
Ascended the throne— 3rd October, ‘18 
Ares— 86,071 sq. miles 
PopuUilon— 21 A4848 
Revenue— Rt. ) 67, 7 1. 521 
Indisn Btste Foreee — 

JodbpuT Ssrdsr RImsIs-SOS; Jo«lhpnr 
Trsining Squsdron— 147 ; Jodhpur Ssr- 
dar Infantry, including Training Coy, 
(163) and Stste Militsiy Band ^9)— 
864; 2nd Jodhpur Infantry— 669 ; Jodh- 
pur Mule Troope — 8u; Fort Guard— 94 ; 
Salute in gune— 17 

Ksrsult— H. H. Maharaja Sir Bbompal 
Deo Bahadur Yadukul Chandra Bhal, 
K.C.8 I., Maharaja of— 

Data of birth— 18th June 1866 
Data of ■nocesstOD- 21st August '37 
Area in rq ipilee— 1.242 
Population — 1.52.418 
Eatimated OroM Raven ue— 6,28,000 
Salute In guns— 17 

Kteheugarli— H. H. Umdaa Rsjhae 
Baland Mekan Maharajadhiraw Maba- 
rate SuBUiir Bingbji Sahib Bahadnr. 
fHmor) Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 27th January *29 
Date of suecession— 24th April *89 
Area in eq, miles— 658 
Populalloo— ijMjes 
Revenue— Re. 7,60,000 
Salute in gane—16 

Koteh— Colonel BL H. Maharao 8ii Umed 
Binjgi Bshidur. Q.aB.1., G.Q4jh, 

Date of birth— 16th Sopiemhii 1872 
Dtfte of snooeaeioo— iith June 1689 
Area in eq. mitet— 6,684 
FOpul6tlOD-6.86A04 
Revenue— Ri. 6368 leci 
Beluta iu guns— 19 

PfilabMh— H. H. Maharawat Sir Ram- 
linnii Bahadnr, K.C.I.B., Maharawat of 
Date tt birth— Tte 
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Diiaof 

Am Ib 14 . nilft— 889 
I^poUtioa -91A97 
RereoaB^Bi. 5 69,000 Dearly 
Mula m gans— 18 

SbakpBn— H. H. Bajadhirej Unaid 
biiighii. Raja of— 

Data M birth— 7ih March 1878 
Data of aucceMBion— 24ih Jane *39 
Area ia aq. iiiilea~406 
PopuUtiOD— 61, 178 
Berenue— Ra. 836 763 nearly 
balate In giina— 9 

Sliaht— H* H, Maharajadbiraj Maharao 
Sir Sarup Ram Singh Bahadur, 
O.C.I.B.. S.C.8.I., Maharao of— 

Date of biriti— 27th 6ept.l68S 
Date of ancceaaion— 29th April *30 
Area in aq. m ilea— 1,994 
Population 2 33.870 
Revenue— Ba. li* 48,771 
Salute in guna— 15 

Tonk— H. H. Said-ud-daula Wazir-ul- 
Mulk Nawab Uaflz Sir Moh«mmad 
Sadat Ah Khan Bahadur Sowalat-i- 
Jung. Q C.I.B., Nawab of — 

Date of birth— iHtb February, 1879 
Date of aucceHBioii— 23rd June *3u 
Area in aq. milea— 2,553 
Population— 3.53,687 
Revenue— Ra. 19.30,000 B. O. nearly 
Salute in guna— 17 

Udaipur (Mewar)—Lt. Col. H. H. Maha* 
rajadbirma Maharana Sbri bir Bhopal 
Sitigbji Bahadur, G.c.B.i., Maharana of— 
Date of birth— 22iid February 1834 
Date of Huccesaion— 24rb May *30 
Area in aq. milea— 12,763 
Population— 1,925.000 
Revenue— Re. 8u.00,000 nearly 
Salute in guna^l9 

Sikkim State 

SUddm— H. H. Maharaja Sir 
Namgyal, K.G.I.E., Maharaja of- 
Date of birth— 1893 
Date of BueceatioD— 5th Dee. *14 
Area in aq. mtlea— 2,818 
Population — 81,72 1 
Revenue— Ra. 4,38,00(' nearly 
Salute In guna^lo 

United Provinneit Statee 


Taahi 


Bd-DMla Amir-Bl- 

Ufluoa, Navah Sir fSal^ Mohanmad 
Ban All KbaD Bahadar Moaiaid 
Jma;. K. 0 . 8 J., Nawab of— 

Date otbirth— t7th Nov. *06 
Dale of aucceaeiou— 30 th June *90 
Am in aq. milea— 893*54 
Pdpnlation— 464,919 
Revenue— Be. 5^00,000 nearly 
Spittle in gune— 15 

Tehrl (Gerhwel)— Lt. Colonel H. H. 

Maharaja Narendra Shah, K.c.6 1 ., of— 
Date of birth— 8rd Aug. 1898 
Date of eucccaHloii— 25 th April *13 
Area in eq. miles— 4,502 
Population— 3 . 1 8,4S2 
Revenue- Ua. 18.30.000 nearly 
Indian State Forces— Tebri H. Q, 
Infantry and Band— luo 
Tehri Pioneera Kareudra— 101 
Sapi>era and Miners— 129 
Salute in guna — 11 

Western India State a 
Bbavnagar— Lt. H. H, Sir Kriabna- 
kumerainghji Bhavaiugbji, K.C.B.I., 
Mahdraja of— 

Date of birth— 19th May '12 
Date of auocesaion— 18th July *19 
Area In aq. miles— 2,961 
Population— 5,00,874 
Revenue— Ra. 100.08,620 
Indian State Forces— Bbavnagar Laiioera 
—370 ; Bbavnagar Infantry— 319 
Salute in guna— 13 

Cuteh— H. H. Mabara ibiraj Mirza 
Maharao Shri Sir Khengarji, Sawai 
Bahadur, o.c B.i*. O.CXB. Maharao of— 
Date of birth — ^23rd Aug. 1806 
Date of aucceaaion— 1st Jan. 1676 
Area In aq. milea— 8^49,5 
Population— 5 , OOAOO 
Revenue— Ra. 81,00,000 nearly 
Salute in guna— 17 Perm. 19 Local 

Dbndgadhra— Major H. H. Maharaja 
Shri GhaDahyamainhjt AJitainhfi, 
a.c.i.B., K.C.B.I., Maharaja of— 

Date of birth— 31at Mav 18$<8 
Date of aucceaaion— February, *11 
Area in aq. miles— 1,167 
Population— 05,946 
Revenue— Bs. 25,00,000 nearly 
Salute in guna— 18 


a— H.H. Maiiaraja Vibhnti Narayani 

Singb Bahadur, (miiiori. Maharaja of— j 
Data of birth— 5tb November *27 
Date of aucoeaaioD— 5th April, *39 
Area in aq. mlleB— 875 
PopolatioD— 451,827 
Reveone-rRa. 80,42,921 nearly 
Salute In guna— 13 .(Local 15) \ 

Rampar— Captain H. U. Alijah Farzand* \ 

i-Dmilpazlr-i-Paulat-MDg1iabiaMukhlia-! Oenial— B« H. Maharaja Shri Bhaga* 


Dhrol— H. H. Thakor Sabeb Shri Chan- 
draainbji Saheb, Thakor Sabeb of— 
Date of birtli— 28 Ang. *12 
Date of Bneccaaion- 20th Oct *83 
Area in aq. rotlca— 282*7 
Pojmlation— 27.689 
Keveane— Ra. 289,281 
Salnte in gnoa— 9 
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fatihiMi 8agnm}i a.(MU, e.CLi.a« 
IliluuMja of** 

Dllt of Urth-Mih Oet lS66 
DolO of foeefition— 14th Dec. 1880 
Am io iq. nilci— 1,084 
Popolotioii--S,06,84d 
Bofonoo— Ro. 60.uO,OOa ncorlj 
Bolntc In guna— il 

JOangaOh— <3npUiii H. H. Nownb Bir 
Miih«b«lkhaD]i, ^ IUtulkhnn}l B.0.8J., 
G. 0 . 1 B., Nawab of— 

Date of birth— 2nd Aug. 1900 
Date of auccfaaioo— 22iid Jan. ’ll 
Area in »q. mllea—S, 836*9 
Popalatloii— 6*6,162 
Baveoiie— Be. 1,00,00,000 ^ 

Indian Btate Forcee— Junacaclh Laneare 
—178: Jiinagadh Maliabaikhan]! 

Infantry 20i 
Bainte In guna- 16 

Liaibdi— Thakor SaiiC'b Bbri Ij. Ghhatra- 
aalji DigrijayHinbii, Thakor Baheb of— 
Data of Birth - i9th ITab. ’04 
Data of aucceaaion— 0th Jan. *41 
Am in fq. miiea— 343*0() 

(aioiuaifa of about 2U7 fq milea in 
tha Coilectorata of the Ahroedabad). 
Popniaiion— 4A0 l 0 nenriy 
RaTanna— Ra. 7,00.000 nearly 
Baittta In guna— 9 

MorH— H. H. Maharaja Shri Lakhdbirji 
Waghji, O.B.E.. K.C.8.X., Maharaja of— 
Data of birth -28(h Dec. 1876 
Data of auooeaaion— 11th Jan. *22 
Area in aquara milt^a— 822 
Popuiaiion — il2,Q28 
Retanna— Ra. 60 laca nearly 
Baluta In gone— ii 

Nawanagar-lA. Col. H. H. Maharaja Jam 
Bhri Sir DigviiHyaiiihJi Ranajitaiiihii 
Jadeja, G.c i.B., K.C.8.I., A.o.c., Maha- 
raja Jam Bahib of— 

Data of Birth— lat Sapt. 1896 
Date of auemaion- 2nd April ’33 
Am ill eq. miliHk~3,79L 
Population — 5,04.006 
Ravanua —Ba. 04.00,000 nearly 
Baluta in guna— 16 

Pala pur— Lt. Colonel H. H. Nawab Bhri 
Taiay Muhammad Khan Bahadur, 
G.C.I.B., X.C.V.O., Nawab Bahib of— 
Data of birth 7th July 1883 
Data of siicceaaioti— 28th Bept. 'l8 
Area In pq. milea — 1,774.64 
Popula*tion ->3.16,865 
Beranua— Ra. 11«64,887 
Baluta in guna— 13 

Falllana— H. H« Thakor Sdiab Bhri Baha- 
duroiahjt Manaiahii K.a8X, 

Thakor Sahab of — 

Data of birth— 8rd April tX) 

Data of aoooaaalOG— goth Ang. V6 


Am in aq. mBaa 8 8 8 
Population- 62,160 
Baeanna— Ba. 9,0Q,000 naaiiy 
Salnta in gnna— 9 

PMtandar-Oaptain H. H. Mahanja Bhri 
BIr Natwarainbji, Bhabainbil x.CA.1., 
If^araja B^a Sahab of— 

Data of birth— 80 Jona ’01 
Data of anoeaBiion— 10th Dae. ^ 

Am In aq. milea— 641.26 
Population— 1^,648 
Beeanna— Ra. 26,00,000 nearly 
Salnta in gnna— 13 

Radhanpnr— H. H. Nawab Sahab Marta- 
lakbaa Joiawarkfaan Babi Bahadur 
Nawab of— 

Data of birth— lOth Oet 1899 
Data of auooaaaion— 7th April *87 
Am in aq. milca~l,160 
Population— 70,630 
Raeenna— Be. 8,00a00 to 10,00.000 
Baluta in guna— il 

Rajkat— H. H. Thakor Baheb Bhri Pradu- 
mnaainhji. lhakor Baheb of— 

Data of birth— 24th Feb. ’18 
Data of aueeeaaion— 17th Anguat *40 
Area in aq. milea— 2824 
Population— 1,03,083 
ReTenua— Ra. 13.40,872 nearly 
Salnta In gnna— 9 

Wadhwaa— H. H. Thakora Baheb Bhri 
Bnrendraainbji, Thakora Sahab of— 
Data of birth— 4ih Januan. ’22 
Data of auooeaaion— 27th July *84 
Am— 242'6 aq. milea ezelnding the area 
in tha Britiab India DIatriet of 
Ahmadabad, 

Population— a0,984 
Rarenue— Ba. 6 laoa 
Baluta— Permanent 9 guna 

Waakanar— Captain H. U. Mah«raaa 
Bhri Bir Amaraiabji, x.c.8.Ih 
M aharana Rajaabab of— 

Data of Birth— 4th Jannary 1879 
Data of aucoaaaion— lath Jnaa i88l 
Area in aq. milea— 417 
Population— 65,024 
Reeenue- Ba. 7 67, 000 
Bainte in guna— ll 

Indian Slatea (without Salute) 

BaluehUtan 8tat$ 

Lae Bala— Mir Ghulam Ifi^inmed 
Khan Jam of— 

Dale of birth— Daoembar ISH 
Data of auecaaaion— March *2l 
Am in iq. milea— 7.132 
Population— 60.686 
Bamna— Be. 3,78Ji00 nearly 

iiikar A Ori$$a 8iai€9 

Athgarh— Raja Sraakonn Radhanath 
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Dirti«f 
Dtta f»f 
Am w if. nilct— 166 
PoimUiiioii— 6M06 
R«f MU— Bt. 1.76.000 


Mot. <66 

Juie *18 


Atihut]lk-B»)a gfaW GhndiA Deo 
Dele ol birth^-iOlh No? enber ^Nk 
Dote of Mioceeiloo— Ml Nofonber *18 
Am io e8« nilee— 190 
PopoloUoD— C6.746 
Bofooiu-Ri. i.8UKX> BOiclj 
Bmio— Be]o Bhooogoago TriUmmen 
Deb. Ba]o of— 

Dele of 86tli Febnurj. *14 

Dele Bf e ne eeeeio B — let Jamur> *10 
Am in eqnnre uilee^lMO 
PopnlofcioQ— 1A4.711 
Reveniu— Be. A81.000 neerlj 
BeiMbo— Reje 8fee Nniejen Ohendre 
Birber Meogn] MnhniNitrA Rein of— 
Date of birth— loth Jnuneii *14 
Date of sncoeeeioD— lOth Angnet *11 
Am III eq. milee-‘141 
Populetoin— 62.9t4 
Refeotto— Be. 1^000 neerN 


Bend— Kaia Narajan Preaad Deo of— 
Date of birth— 14th March 
Date of Sneoeeeioo— 10th Marsh *18 
Area in eq. nilee— 1JB4 
Popnlatioo — 1 14,41 1 
Befenne— Ba. 8,71,000 nearly 

Beaal— Baja Indra Deo, Raja of— 

Dale of birth— 6th Jmnnm 1884 
DaU of ancceaeion— lOth Febmary *01 
Am in eq, milee— 1.296 
Population— 66,178 
Rerenne— Be. aj0,OOO nearly 


Data of eneoeaeion lOA Fbbmaiy 7)6 
Am In aq. uttea— 811 
Popnlation— 46388 
Bamne— Ba. i«45300 
Kaonlhar— Baja 6hrl Balabhadra Naiayan 
Bhanj Deo, Ruler of— 

Dau of birth— DeoeMber X)6 
Data ^ eneoeaeion- llth Angnet *16 
Am in eq. HBileo-3,2l7 
Popniatiou— 616.766 
Berenue— Re. 16*66 lakhe nearly 

Khandpara— Raja Harihar Bingli» Mardiaj 
Bhramarbar Ray, Raja of— 

Date of birth— 86th Auguit *l4 
Date of enoeeMioo— a6ih Deounber *il 
Area in eq miles— 844 
Population— 64,260 
Revenue— Re. 1 , 18,000 

Khamwaa— Raja Sriram Chandra Singh 

Date of birth— 4fh JuIt 1698 

Date of oucceaaioD— 6tn February 7)1 

Am in aq milea— 167 

Populatiou— 4A805 

Revenue— Ba. 1,18,000 nearly 

Naraingbpnr— Raja Anenta Marayan 

Maneingh Hariehandan Mahapatra 
Date of birth— ath Sepetrmber *06 
Date of eneoeaeion— 6th July *21 
Am in eq. milea— 107 
Population— 46,448 
Bevenne— Be. 126,000 

Bayagarh— Raja Krlahaa Obandra Singha 
Mandhata. Baja of— 

Date of birth- 16th Angnet *11 
Data of eneoeaeion— 7th Deo. *18 
Am in aq. milea— 668 
Population— l,6lt406 
Revenue— Rai 8,613X0 


Daepalla— Raja Kiahore Chandra Deo 
Dau of birth— 16th April *06 
DaU of anoeeaeioD— llth Decemdbr *13 
Am in aquare milea— 668 
Popnlation— 63,886 
Revenue— Ba. l,4i,068 
Dhonkanal— Raja Bankar Pratap 

Mahendra Bahadur, Baja of— 

DaU of birth— 6th November *04 
Dau Of anoeeBaiOD— 16th Oet. *18 
Am in aqnare mllev- 1|468 
PopnIatioD— 838,601 
Bevenne— Ra. Alajm nearly 
QaiMB^Raja BhavanI Shankar Bekhar 
Dm? birth-ieih May 1868 
Dau of eneeeeeion— lOth Jnna *17 


HUM— Raja Kiahore Obandra Mardiaj 
aarichandra, Baja of— 

DaU of birth— ind Feb. *04 
Dau of •nooeaeioD--6th July *18 
Am in aq. milea— 184 
Population— 73,109 
Bevenne— Be 1.14,699 

Pal Lahara— Baja Muni Pal, Baja of— 
DaU of birth— leth November *ci3 
DaU of eneoeeeioo— 18th April *13 
Am in eq. milea— 458 
Popnlation— 18389 
Bevenne— Be. 75,000 nearly 

Raivekhel— Raja Bir Chandia Jadumani 

DaU of birth— 1804 

DaU of auoeeaaioD— 8rd July *06 

Am in aq. milee— 633 

Pdpolatioii— 81386 

Revenue— Be, 76300 oeeily 


Am fa eqnare mllce— 8301 
POpoIntlott— 836371 
Bemoe— Be. 8,78306 aiwly 
BtaM-B^a Bahadur Naha 
Ohnndiir Btegh Maednl 
M-m ILftAA.. Boin fld— 
Dhle el hirlh-l4ih Jm Itn 


Kiehor Saimr— Baja Birbar Kriahna 
Mahapatra, Raja of— 

Date of birth— About 1887 
Date of anoofaeion— lath July 1890 



THE INDIAN ANNUAL RBQISTEE 


Afn Id tq. 

Ftopulttion— 4U82 
B«feiine-*Rt. lO 

BmiUmIId— 'B ftiD Aditj* Fntep Singh 
Dea Buler of— 

Dttc of birth- 80th July 1887 
Dote of lueeaMioii— 9tb Dec. *81 
Am io tq, milew 4 i9 
PopulDtion— 166.874 
Be?enne-«Bo. 418.0w0 netrly 

Talebir-^IUjA Ki^liort! CaaiidrA Birbar 
Harichaiidau, Ua)* of — 

Data of birth— 0th. June ISSO 

Date of aucceHHioii— I8lh December 1891 

Area in aq. milea— 399 

Population— 66, 4S2 

Be?eiiue~Rs. 8.97, 6(»8 groaa 

Maratha Stat u-^ {Bombay Prcsy) 

Akalket— Meheriian Siirimaiit Vijayaeiiigh 
Fatehaiii^h. Unja Bhuuale. Kaja of— 
Date of birth— 1 Sill D;fc. ':5 
Date of succcpaiou -4.h April ‘;:3 
Area in aq. miloa— 498 
Population - 92.60fi 
Revenue— lie. 7«u8.000 nearly 
Aundli— Melierban Bhnvanrao aliaa Bala 
Babib. Pant Fratinidlii of— 

Date of birth— 24ih Oct. 1868 
Date of eucceeaion— 4th November *09 
Area in eq. milea— oui 
Population— 88.761 
Revenue— R b. 3.3m, 278- 12*1 

Phaltan— Major Raja Sbrimaiit Malojir^ 
Miidhojirao aliite Nana Baheb Naik 
Nimbalkar, Raja of— 

Date of birih-- lih September 1896 
Date of aucccaaion— iiih October '16 
Area in aq. milee— 397 
Population —68.701 

Revenuc'^Re. 8,6 h.ooo 

Jath— Lt. Raja Bhiimant Viiayaeinghrao 
Ramrao Uafle Kaja of— 

Date of birch— let July *09 
Date of «uccfef*ion-}4th Auguet’2S 
Area in aq. milea— 981 
Population — 9i,u99 
Revenue— Ra. 4.26.000 
Jamkhaudt— Meherban Shankarrao 
Paraali ramrao atiaa Appaaabeb 
Patwardlian, Haja Saheb of— 

Date of birth— 6th Nov. *. 6 
Dale of aucreaaioii— 26th Feb. *24 
Area In eq. milee— 614 
Puliation— 1,14,282 
Beveoue— Re. 10,06.716 

SwDDdwad (Senior)— Meherban Chinta- 
manrao Bbalchandrarao aliae Balaeabeb 
Patnardhan. Chief of-* 

Date of birth— lath Feb. *81 

Dale of euoeeeeion— loth September ^ 

Area in eq* milee— 182*6 


Popnlatioo — 86»7ao 
Revenue— Ba. 3,76.100 nemly 

Kumndwad (Jr).— Meherban Madhavrao 
Ganpairo aliaa Bhanaalicb Patwar- 
dhaii. Cbitf of— 

Date of birth— 6th Det*. >876 
Date of aueceaaiou— 29(h July. 1899 
Area in aq. milee— 1 14 
Population —34.288 
Revenue— Ra. 2Jt8,000 nearly 

MfraJ (Sr)— Narayanrf»o Gen;:r'^v!iariao 

aliae TatyaaaUpb Pir.n^irdhen, 

Chie f of- 

Date of birth— 6th Beplemb-. r i8‘\s 
Date of auccceeion— llth Dec. *39 
Area in aq. milea— 342 
Population— 98.938 
Revenue— Ra. 4.41.000 nearly 

Miral (Jr)— Meherban Sir Madhavrao 
Uarihar aliaa Baba Saheb Patwardban, 
K.C.I.B., Haja nf— 

Date of birth — 4th March l889 
Date of eucceHMion- irth Dec. 189.) 

Area in aq. milee- 196} 

Popula tion — 40.»'SC 
Revenue— Re. 3 68.515 nearly 
Ramdnrg— Meheritaii Ramrao Venkatrao 
alias Rao Saheb Bhavc. Cldot of — 
Date of birth— i6(h Sept. 1890 
Date of eucceaelon— 3Uib April 'o7 
Area in aq. milea— 169 
Population —33,997 
Revenue— Ra. 2,09.000 nrariy 
Savanur— Captain Mtherlnui Ai>dul 
Majid Khan. Diler Jung Bahadur, 
Nawab of— 

Date of birth— Tth 0<*t. 1890 

Date of aueceeaioii— 3Jth January 1893 

Area in aq. milee ~7o 

Population— 10 , 33’J 

Revenue— IN. 1,09,000 nculy 

A/ahi-JCafitha Sffiti’s 

Ohodaaar-ThAKor Sbr Fa’- V-inp! ji 
Ratenaii ji Itabiii, 'I'ba'; r .Sail' b of— 
Date of biuh— 7«b. Aug, ’i.i 
Date of Buoi'eaaiou— ;iiet May 
Area in aq. mUew lo 
Populeuon— o,7u8 
Revenue— Rs 51,000 
llol— Tbekor Shivaingbji, *1 baker of— 
Date of birth— 8« at Deoeniher *10 
Date of eiiccftaion — I8tb. Oct. *27 
Area in iq. milea — 19 
Population— 3 849 
Revenue— He. 41,000 nearly 

Katoaan— Thakor Takhatainhji Karan- 
aiiihji Thakor of— 

Date of birth— 9th Dee. 1870 
Date of BucceaaioB— January *01 
Area in aq. milea— 10 
Population— 4A16 
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iljOOO mmoAf 

. ^ IWWahJI BiJ- 

■iiihj|» TliAkor (Shri of— 

DaI 0 of bltth^im 


Dolt, of tueoatiioo— 7lli Fobrom *is 
Am in iq. 

PopoUiion— 2,820 
Bemae— Bo. 80,00? ncorlj 


Malf^Boolji 8hri Gombhininhji 
lUmoUinhii^ 

Dote of birUi--27lh Oet *14 
Dole of eoooeieioD— 28iii Jane *28 
Am in eq. milee— 97 
Populotion— 16 688 
Revenne— R h. 1,10,000 epptoz. 


Pethepnr— Thebor Fotehiinhii Gembhir- 
■inbji, Tbnkor of— 

Dote of birtb— 8rd Oet 1896 
Dote of enoceieion— 1896 
Am in iq. milei— ll 
Popaiotion— 3,988 
Reraine— Re. 84,000 (neorlj) 


Venede— Tbnkor JoroTnminhji of— 

Date of birth— 1 7th April *14 
Dote of iao<*«Mion— i8th July *i9 
Am in eq. milee— 11 
PopuUtion— 3i424 
ReTenue— Ri. 38,000 neerly 

Vljjnynnnfnr— Reo 8hri Bemir-einhiji 
Dele of birth— 8rd Jnnunn *04 
Dnte of ■ncceenion— 27tb Jane *16 
Am in eq. milen— 185 
Popointion— 12«000 (npproz) 

Rerenue— Rn. 1,00,000 neerly 

Rtwa Kantha 8taU$ 

Bhidnrwn— 6hriment Tbekar Seheb 

Bhree Netfeningbji Benjitelnbii. 
Tbnkor of— 

Dele of birth— l9tb NoTember *08 
Dete of lacceeBion— 26th April *85 
Am in iq. milee— 17 (ezelnding eererel 
Wente villegee under Berode Btete) 
Populetton — 13,620 
Be?enne— Be. l,i 4,^00 neerly 


Jembncedbe— Mehcrben Bene Bhri 

Keoliulnbii Gembhireinbii, Thekore 
Beheo of— rermer Rejpot. He cnjoye 
fall Civil end Criminel powere 
Dete of birth— 4tb Jennen 1892 
Dete of encoceeion— 27th ceplember 17 
Am In eq. milee— 148 
Popnletion— 11,886 
Bevenoe— Be. 142,000 

Kndnnn— Rene 8hri Obelneeljl, Thekor of 
Dele of birlh— 28lh Jennery 1879 
Dete of eneeeeelon— 12th April 1889 
Am In eq. milee— 180 
Pbpnletion— 16.870 
Bevenoe— Be. l,IHt00O neerly 
Meevnil Thekor BenJIliinblt Tbnhor of — 
Dele of blnh-ifib 


Dnte of eneeeeeioo— 13th Bept *27 
Am in eq. milfe— xtf50 
PbpaletkMi— 4,197 
Keveone— Re. 88J)00 nearly 
Pelneni— Thekor Indereiuhii, Thekor of-^ 
Dete of birth— jeth Aug. i886 
Dete of eooeceeion— soLti Mey *t7 
Am in aq. milee— 12 
Population— 1,766 
Revenue— Re. 22,u00 nearly 
' 8ihovn— Thekor Meoeiuhjee BereiiBinlijee 
Dete of birth— I4tli ^ovtmber *07 
Dete of eucoeetioii— iSih June '24 
Am in eq. milee— 19 (epptoz) 

Population — 68U) 

Revenue— Be. 86,000 nearly 

Uehed— Thekor Mohomeclmie Jiuoebe 
Dete of birth- :6ih OcUiher 1896 
Dete of eucceeaion— 2 ah June *16 
Am in iq. miUe— 8 60 
Popnlntiou— 2,33U 
Revenue— Re. 4i 000 neerly 

Dmethe— Thekor BemeinLii Reieinliji 
Dete of birth— i9th Augnet 1894 
Dete of eucoetf^ioD— let July *22 
Aree in eq. mih'S— 24 * 

Popnletion— 6,366 
Revenue— lie. 78,000 neerly 

Central India 8tatn$ 

Alipnre— Reo Herpel Bingb, Reo of— 

Dete of birth— 12th Aug. 1882 
Dete of eacceeeion— 26ih March *22 
Aree in i>q. mile#— 78 
Popnletion — 14,680 
Revenue— Ke. 70,000 neerly 

Bekhtgerb— Thekor Rai Singh, 'Ihekurof 

Dnte of Ijirth— 8rd October j880 

Dnte of eucceeeion— 80th Mey *12 

Aree in »q. milee— 66 

PopulntioD— j 0,4 14 

Revenue— Ke. 74,000 neerly 

Oereoll- Diwen Bahadur Cbendrebhan 
Singh, Chief of— 

Dete of birth— 2Dd April 1888 
Dete of eacceeeion— 2otb Dec. 1888 
Am in aq. milee— 81 
Popnletion— 4,965 
Revenue— Be. 86.0C0 nearly 
Jobel— Rene Bhimeing, Rena of— 

Dete of birth— XOtb JNovember *16 
Dete of eucceaeion— 20ib Mey *17 
Dete of getting Kniiog Poirere— 14th 
March *86 

Aree In eq. milee— 181«20 
Population —20,946 
Revenue— Bi. 81,660 

Kaehhi-Bnrodn— Meberei Benimedbo Siagh 
Dnte of birth— 8rd October *04 
Dnte of enoeeieioo— laib June *06 
Am in eq. mUee— 84.68 
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Bopalalto-*IOOO 
KtfMM-Bf. 71000/- 

liiilwMi— B um Tbakor Btblb 

UBlMniBbli, lUoft of— 

Dftit of blrtb---6ih Deoembor 1891 
llftto ii tiMoeMioB— 8tli Jooo, *08 
Aico In oq. utl8i--70 
PopulotlOB-e096 
Bifuiat— Bi. 44^ 

BMU— Btia Bohodnr Bitensiftn Pratop 
fiibadnr Biogh. Bak of— 

Data of blrdi— >86tli July 1892 
Data of tiMiaMioD— 8th Angoil *14 
Alta Id aq. nilea— 180 
Popniatlon— 80.087 
BaraDoa—Bi. 70.000 aaarly 
Barwal— Nawab Barwar All Khaii of— 
Data of birth — 111 Daecaibcr *0i 
Data of aoeaeuion— 2nd October ’o6 
Area In aq. milea— 142 
P^olatlon— 19,861 
BaraDne— Be. 2,64000 nearly 
Mata Barkhara— Bhnnia Naiii Singh of— 
Dale of birth— 7th Noreinber ’c7 
Data of aueoeaaion— 4th Jane *12 
Area In eq. mllea— 36 
PbpnIatioD— A782 
Baranna— Ra* bBfiOO nearly 
Milthan— Dhannalankar, Dharm-bbnpSan. 
Dfcarm«Dif«kari SLrcfmtin 5i:vharai 
Bharat Slohjl Sahib, Chief of— 

Data of bIrUi — 1808 

Data of BDceeaalon— 28th AugtiHl ’,.1 

Area in aq. milaa— lOO 

Population— 11.804 

Baranuc— Over Ba. 1,00,000 


Data of aneecaaiOB— 28rd April U 
Area hi aq. ullu— 7l 
Population— 7.199 
Revenue— Ba. 80,000 nearly 
Bahawal— Baia Bhagwai Baf 
Singh, OXB., Baja of— 

Data of birth— 7th Angonl 1898 
Date of BneeaaaioD- jiid Nofv, nlB 
Area in aq. uilaa— 118 
PopulatlOD— 88j078 
Bivenue— Be. iMOOO aeatly 

Tori Fatbhpnr- Dewaa Baghurai Biagh, 
Jagiidar ol-^ 

Data of birth— 88.1.1886 
Data of aneeeaaloD— 7.4.’41 
Area in aq. milaa — 88 
Popnltatlon— 8 M 1 
Hevenne^ Ba. 81,000 nearly 

Central Prooineea State 

Eaatar— Maharaja Pravir Chandra Deo 
Date of birth— 26lh June V 
Date of auccenaioD— 28th Feb. *36 
Arna in eq. nilaa— 18,726 
Po I 'iilat ion — 6 A4,^l 6 
Revenne— Bf. 18.20,689 
Cbhnikhadan— Mahant Bbudhar Kiahore 
j Daa of— 

Date of birth— April 1891 
I Date of anrcaMion- 80th Bcpt *C3 
I Are* in eq. milaa— 164 
I 1 otnilation— 26,141 
lif venue— Ha. 1,22.000 

•Tiifthpur— Reja Bijny nhu^an Singh Dao 
DnU- of birth— lUh Jan. *28 
Date of auceeaaion— etb Feb. *28 
I Area in eq. inilea— ), 028 


MImkhara— Bliumia Gan|;a Sii.^ih, BL( uii:^ ^ Poptilai uni— 2.28.882 
Data of birth— *11 i Revi niu*- Ba. 3, 02.812 


Data of aucceoaion— 27tli hlarch *22 

Area In aq. milaa— 00 

Population— 6A68 

Bavanuc— Ra. 82.000 nearly 

Paldto— Ghaubay Bhiva Praaad, Jagirclat of 

Data of birth— let March *08 

Dita of anecaaalon— srd Oct. *23 

Area In aq. milea— 68*14 

PdpulatiOD— 9,08b 

Bavannt— Ba. 50,000 nearly 

flplodn— Bawat Mangal Bingh, Bawat of 

Data of birth— 7th September 1898 

Dnta of iiioaaealoD— 6 th Nov. *19 

Ana In aq. milaa— 86 

PppnlatlQD— 9.768 

Baimno— Bi. I,i 4 i 000 

88 ill 8 -Ba}a Mihipnl Singh, Baja of- 

Data of eneoeealon— llth ?ep. 1898 

Ai 88 In aq. milaa— 86,28 

Pnpnlaaon-8,081 

Bovanuo— Bs. iJSOfM nearly 


Kanker— Blaharaiadhirai Bhanupratap 
Deo Chief cd— 

Date of birth— i 7 th September % 
Date of aueceaeioD— 8 th Jan. ^5 
Area in eq. milea— 1A29 
Population— 122.9S8 
> Hevciluc— Re. 3,H8,C00 

Kawardba— Thakur Dharmrai Bingh 
Chief of- j a- 

D.^te of birth— 1 8 th Angnat *10 
. Date of anceeealan- 4th Feb. *90 
Area In aq. milcf— 806 
. 'Population— 72.820 
I Revenue— Ba. 2.98,176 netily 

I Khalrngavh— Raja Birendra Bahadur 
I Bingh. Raja of— 

Date of birth— Oth November *14 
; Date of ancoeaiion— 22 nd Oetobu *18 
; Area in aq. milea— 981 
‘ Population— 167»400 
Revenue— Re, n^OJXX) uaarlj 


inrm— Thakur Malmndfn Biogh Korea— Baja Ramaouj Psalap Bini^ Dao 

Dali of birth— 8lh Novuubir *09 Baja of— 
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Dili itf birtt-M D^ember 3i 
Dili if raoiiMloii-NoTembv W I 
Am ia ii* wUii— l.ii7 
Popvlilioii— 90.600 
Bifoiae— Bi. 7.00,100 

Hdnb-Rili Drigpil Blmb Uathiji Bai of 
Dili if liirth— Mth September *04 
Dili if i o eeeii i on— »aoih October *18 
Am ia «!• milii— 166 
Fipilition— lA^OS 
Rcfeaae— Re. a,0l,f<G0 nearly 
NiaOfiiii- -Mahan t Sarreibwir Daa, of** 
Date of birth— .tOlli March *06 
Date of enceeMion— 24ih June *13 
Am in oq. miloi- 87l 
PopalatioD— 1,47.01 0, 

Rerenoi— Re. 7,01JX)0 

Ratgifb— Raja Ohakradhar Singh. Raja of 

Date of birth— lOtb Anguct *1^6 

Date of ancaeiaion— 23rd Angnat ’84 

Area In aq. milea— 1486 

PopnlaiiOD-~S.4K884 ; 

Berenne— Re. 6,46.000 nearly 


Iqtidar All Kbaa BMar, Maataqil. 
i-Jan, Nawab of— 

Dale of blrtli— 80tb No?. 10 
Date of SueeeaeiOB— aiit Jalr ^ 

Area in aq. niilee— 100 
IHipnlaiioo— 86.880 
Befenae— Ra. 1,65. 00 nearly 

Kalala-Rala Ra?i Shir Slogb Sahib 
Babadnr, Raja Sahib of*- 
Dale of birih*-30th CMlober TB 
Mite of «>ne:M*8Pioii*-26th July 7)6 
Date of liifeaiiture with! aA a»*ii 
full ruling powern : j * 

Arra in iq. milea— 108 
Populatiou*-60«84S 
Revenne— Nearly Ra. A50,000 

Palandl— Nawah Muhammad Iflikar AH 
Khan Bahadur, Nawab of— 

Dale of hirib— 7th March ’lO 
Date of iucoePBion— 80th Nor. ’17 
Area in aq. miles— 68 
Population— 8 1 ,097 
Revenue— Ra. 1.40.000 


Hakll— Raja Llladbar Singh. Raja of— 

Dale of birth— 8rd Feb. 1908 

Date of ancoeaBion— 4th July ’14 

Am in aq. mllaa— I8i 

Population— 41 ,606 

Remna— Be. }.ao/)00 nearly 

iaraiqpirfc— Raja Bahadur Jawahir Singh, 

Data of birth— Srd Deo. 1888 

Data of aaeceieion— 5th Aug. 1600 

Araa in aq. milea— 640 

Population— 1, 17.781 

Rarenue— Bi. 3,14,000 nearly 

Hargala— Maharaja Ramanoj Saran Singh. 

Deo 0.8.8^ Maharaja of— 

Data of birth— 4th Nov. 1895 
Date of ancoeaaiOD— aiat Deo, ’17 
Am in aq. milea— 6,066 
FopnIatiOB— i Ai t807 
Rerenne— Ra, 7,68.600 nearly 

Bdalpar— Baja Chandra Chur Praaad 

Sin|^ Deo, Baja of— 

Date of ^Irth— 6th June '38 
Date of eueeeitioo— 8th Dee. '87 
Am io eq. mllce— 1,063 
Population— 71.184 
BeTenoe— Ra. 8,22,000 

Madrat Staiea 

Saaiar— Raja Srimant Ycahwantha Rao 
Anna Saneb, Ban Sahib, Hindu Ban 
Ofaorapade, Mamlukatmadar Senapati 
Bajao^ 

Data of birth— 16tb November *08 

Dale of anooceeiOB— 6th May ’28 
Am in eq. milea— 167 
Fopnlatkm— 11.684 
Reveane— Bi. 8,06,000 

Pwnjok 8iaU§ 

INt|mWalal-a4«Daol Nawab Mohammad , 


Simla Hill Stole# 

Baghal— Raja Hurendra Singh, Rajn of— 
Date of birth— 14th March W 
Date of auecesaiou— I8tb Oct, ’88 
Area in aq. milea— 124 
Population— 85,009 
Revenue— Ra. 1,00.000 nrarly 

Baghet— Raja Durga Singh, Baja of— 
Da^e of binh— I6th Sept. ’01 
Date of aiiceeeaioo— 8O1A Dee. lOll 
Area in eq. milea— 86 
Population— 9.695 
Revenue— Ra. i,i0,000 

BhajJI-Rana Birpal, Raua Of— 

Dale of hirrh— )9tb April *06 
Date of auceeaaion— Otn May '18 
Am in eq. milea— 06 
Population— 14,868 
Revenue— Ra. 99,000 nearly 

Jnhhel— Rann Sir Bhagat Chandra Bahadur 
K.C.8J., Ruler uf— 

Date of birth— l8tb Cot. I888 

Date of aucceaeion— 20th April ’lO 

Area in aq. milea— 888 

Population- 88.600 

Revenue— Ra. 8,60,000 nearly 

Kaonthal— Raja Hemendar Ban, Baja of— 

Date of birth— Slat January ’06 

Datf; of anrcftaioD— Snd Fab. ’16 

Area in eq. milea— II6 

Population— 26^600 

Revenue— Ra. J,80JXX> nearly 

Ramhamltt— Rana Vidyadbar Slagb, 

Date of birth— i 806 

Date of aneceBoion— Mth Angnat *14 

Am in aq. mllaa— 07 

Population— 19A87 

Batwone— Bi. 76,000 naarly 
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EMIqiiili^BiJi Jogiadift Siogh, Baja ol-- 

SaTS birth-lSTO 

Dm of ioaomton— istb Bept *il 

Avea in ^q. milea^aSO 

PiifmUiioii-^2.737 

He?«uttc— Ba 2 , 11^00 nearly 

llioeh— Tliakor Sarat Bingh, of— 

Data^of birth— 4»h July 1«87 
Data of BaeerH<ilon — Uth July *02 
Araa «n m ica— 76 
PopnlatioD— 4^19 
Rafanve— Ba. 1,20.000 nearly 

Weatern India States 

Bajana— Malek Bhri Kamalkhaii Jiyankhan 
Ohief of- 

Date of birth— 6th December '07 
Da’e of aucceapioD— 2nd. Feb. *20 
Area in aq. milea— iBi.ia 
Population — 14,017 
Reveiiuf.— Ra« 1,82,424 amai^e 

Bantwa*BfanaTadar— Jlabi Ghutaro 

Mo^y nddi n khai i j t Fatehdinkhan ji, 

Dale of birth— 22nd December *11 
Date of aucceaaion Octobor *in 
A rea in »«q. miiea— 22l'8 
Population— 14.9^4 
Revenue— Ba. 8.46, ooo nearly 

Cbnda— Thakore Bhri Bahaduraingbji, 
JarovarHifihJi. Thakur of— 

Date of bir^h— 'i3rd April *09 
Date of anreegaion— 20tb January *21 
Area in hq, milea — 782 
Popul ition— ll,3i8 
Hevcniie— Be. 2,11,0C0 nearly 

Jaadan— Darbar Shree Ala Khachar, 

Chief of— 

Date of birth— 4th November *05 
Date of auceeaaion— nth June *19 
Area in gq. milea— 296 
Popu I fti ion — ot),6 J2 
Keveiiue— Ba. 6.00,000 nearly 

Ketda-Sangani— Thakore Bhri Pradyumna- 
Binliji 

Date of birth— 6th December *20 
Date of auoceaaion— 23-2-’.'<0 
Data of Inatallation— 10-12-'40 
Area in aq. milea— 90 
Population- 12,166 
Revenue— Ra. 1,60^0 nearly 

Lakhlar— 'I'hakore Babeb Bhri Balavir* 
ainbii, Karanainhji. Thakore Baheb of— 
Date of birth— nth January i88l 
Date of ancoeaafon— 6tb Auguat *24 
Area in aq. milea— 247.488 
Population— 21,128 
Revenue— Be. 4A9,000 
Latht-Thakore Babeb Bhri Pralhadahinhii, 
Thakoie of— 


Dale of Urth— Slat Manh ’IB 
Dale of eaeoeaeioa— taih Oelober *18 
Area in aq. milaa— 41*8 
Population —8M 

Revenue— Ba. 1.86J)00 

Haifa— Thakor Bhri Baiduhii Modji, of- 
Date of bii th— Uth February 1598 
Date of aueoeaaion— .Oth Oct *07 
Area in aq. milea— 108 
Population— 12.(80 
Revenue— Ba. 3, 02, COO 

Mull— Thakor Bhri Hariehandraainhii, of- 
Date of birth— ipth July 1899 
Dale of aucceaaion— ?id December *06 
* Area in aq. milea— j33 2 
PopuiatioD— 16.390 
Bevenue-Ra. 187,000 nearly 

Patdl— Deaai Bhri Baghuvirainhji, of — 
Date of birth— 8tb Jan. ‘26 
Date of aueceaaioD— 25ih Oct *28 
Area in aq. milea— 89*4 
V Population— 2,608 
Revenue— Ba. 1,14.000 

S^ylf^Thakor Baheb Shri Madaraiiihii. 

Vakbatainbji. Thakor Baheb of— 

Date of birth— 28tb May )868 
Date of BueceBsion— 25th Jan. *24 
Area in aq. milea— 222T 
Population— 13.851 
Revenue— Ba. 2,54.000 


Tbana DevU— Darbar Shri Vala Amra 
Laxman, Chief of— 

Date of birth— 28th Nov. 1895 
Date of succeaaioD— 12th Oct. *22 
Area in aq. milea- 94 2 
Population— 11.848 
Revenue— Ba. 8,00,000 nearly 


Tharad— Waghela Bhumainhji Dolatainbii 
Thakor of— 

Date of birth- 28th Jan. *00 
Date of eucceaaion— 19th Feb. *21 
Area in aq. milea— 1.2eoj 
Population— 52,889 
Revenue— Ba, 99,000 nearly 


VaM: Darbar Suragwala Baheb 

Chief of— 

Date of birth— 15th March *06 
Date of auceeeaioD— 7th Bept *30 
Area in aq. milea— 90 
Popnlation— 18.749 
Revenue— Ra. about 2 laea 


XalimM— Malek Bhri Axix Mahomed 
Khanji Zaiokbanii, Talukdar of— 

Date of birth— 2iit June 'i7 
Date of aueoeaaion— 26lh January *28 
Area in eq. milea— 80 
Ptqmlation— 8,466 
Revenne-Ra. 1,200,000 nearly 



Chronicle of Events 

Januafy 1944 

Dr. Shyamn Ftasad Mookerjoe, addrasaing a Press CoDferenoa at 
lahore, ^ xamarkad : *'Food sho^d not ba made a sport of politios.-— 
I^Domio problems cannot ba solved mlasa the political deadlock 
disappears.** 

The^ Marwari Association, Oaleutta, sent a telegram to tbo Viceroy, 
expressing great concern at tbo lathi charge on the peaceful Hindu 
Mahasabha procession at Amritsar. 

An A. P. I. message stated that in December 1943, seven ships 
carrying 43.000 tons of wheat arrived in India with expectations of 
farther shipments. 

The annus! Oonference of University Labour Federation (London) 
demanded a change in the British Government's policy towards India. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President, All-India Muslim League, in an 
interview at Karachi said : ‘'There is no change on the part of the 
Hindus towards the demand of Muslim India.** 

The Indian Science Congress concluded its session in New Delhi. 

Mr. John Sargent, Educational Commissioner with the Government 
of India, surveyed the position of education in India and set forth 
a place of national education. 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. L. S. Amery, had a full 
discussion on the food situation in India and especially in Bengal, 
with the National Executive Committee of tbo Labour Party. 

The Central Food Department despatched to Bengal more than 
880,000 tons of foodgrains. 

The Session of the All-India News Paper Editors' Conference began 
in Madras, with Mr. S. A- Brelvi as the President.— Addressing the 
Conference, the Bt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri appealed to the audience 
to give no . rest to the Government until they released Mahatma 
Gandhi and Pandit Jawharlal Nehru. 

A Press Note from New Delhi, stated ; “The Government of India 
wish to state categorically that no foodgrain or their products... have 
left India since July 1948.'* 

The total defence and supply expenditure brought to account in 
India*albooks amounted to Be. 1,641 orores. 

The Special Durbar in connection with the investiture of H. H« 
the Baja of Padukottah was held with great pomp and ceremony 
at Pednkottah. 

The Governor-General in Council nominated Sir Feroz Khan Noon 
to be a representative of India in the War Cabinet. 

The Secretary of State for India was asM in the House of 
Oommons about the employment of women in mines. 

Mr. B. O* Casey assumed office as Governor of Bengal. 

An **India demonstratioo** organiaed by the Midland Council of the 
India Leagoe was hdd in Birmingham* 

**Ind^imdiMe Day/* (January S6) was observed in the various parte 

el India* 

« 
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Ifr* Y. D* SftTftrlGur. Fvetident. AU^Xndift Hindu MftluMMbhn« in n 
eommnniottUon from Bombny^ oUM inter alia : ^'It is only for the 
anti-Hindn policy of the Laagoe that the Leagne MinUtriee are 
eUn^ng to their poete and have no higher patriotic goat before them.” 

lira. Sarojini Naidn was served with a notice under the D. L 
Buies aft Lahore^^ restraining her actiTities. 

The Becretary. of State for India, in reply to a suggestion to 
increase the pensions of Civil servants, said : ^*His Majesty s Govern- 
ment are considering the grant of iocrease in lower ranges of 
pensions to mitigate really severe hardship.” 

Food rationing came into force in Calcutta and in some suburban 
municipalities. 

let In a New year bcoadesst feom the Cstcutta Station of A. I. B., Mr. P. B. 
Mnllick, Minister, Publii^ity D^artmeut, Bengal Government reviewed the 
MkbU made by oOleial and uou-omclal agencies to fight famine and disease in 
the past year. 

Bw AvtiiOff Ho|ie, Governor of Madras, in a New Year message from Madras 
•aid: *Today will be the fifth New Year's Day of this world-wide war, and as 
we Ieoh bank on the year 1943 we have many leaaons to rejoice.** 

The All-India Economic Ooufereiiee resumed its session in Madras. There 
was a discussion on the qneMion relating to Currency expanaion during the war. 

Mr. W. U. Kirby, Batiooing Adviser to the Govurnment of India, at a. Press 
Conference at Ahmedabad, said : *Tood Control and rationing would net atop 
wish the war. It was a well tried weapon and would be maintained in tome 
form or other.*’ 


Sad. Sir B. Badhakrisbnan, welcoming the delegntca to the twelfth All-India 
Oriental Gouferenee at Benaree, said : Tn our country to-day the Oriental 
Oonfennoe ean be of immenee value. By a mholiriy appreciation of India’s 
historical culture, by a proper ectimate of the interaction of the diflerent races 
and reUgicna we ean bring about a renaisaance baaed on the integrity of Indian 
Culture.*' 

Dr. Hemandaa Wadhwani, Public Health Mmister. (Bind) in nn interview at 
Karachi, condemned those , respooaibfe for the lathi change made on innocent 
proeessionista. Ha said : "M'be Ptinjab Govemmeot mual appoint an Inqniiy 
Committee forthwith and briue tboce responsible for this unhappy ooeurrenee 
to book." 

Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek; In a New Year addreia (from Chunking) to members 
of the Chinese Government, srud : "While CShinese roiiitaiy operations before 
1943 had been coordinated with tliose of the Allied Nutiona against Japan, in 1944, 
there would be only one war atrategy." 

Ihr. Bhyamaprasad Mookerjee, addressing a Press Confersnee at Labors, 
observed: "We maintain along with the rest of Nationaliat India that food' 
ahuttld not be made a aporl of poUtioa. but we are convineod, eoonomio problems 
cannot be tackled unices Ike political deadlock ia solved." 


tid. The annual eeaeion of the Indian Beience Odbgreaa was opened In New Delhi 
by Hie Exeellency the Viceroy.— 'ilie Congress eonverted itself into a epecial 
MMtlng of the Bqyal Society. 

Dr. Khan Bahib, ex-Premier erf the North-Weet Frontier Pkovinoe, at n press 
interview at Lahore^ expressed the view that thoee who talked of withdrawing 
the August (Googreia) resolution ware the hirelings of the British Govemi 
Tha Marwari Aasoeiation, Oalentla, in n telegnun to the Viceroy, a 
thefr great eonoern at taporta regarding the Intbi eharge *on tha p enee fn l 
Mspnsabhn p r oeeai i ou at Amritsar raMilting in injury to about 200 
Ttpl lalagram urged Hia Exodleney to appoint an enquiry oommitlee. 

4lh.i An A. P. 1. memage atated Chat it was underatood In New DaUd that 
Daoamber 1943, aavan ahipe earrylag over 43JOOO tone of wheat arrivad hi 
Further ehlpmenti of wheat were expeeled ahortly. 

Mr. H. 8. Buhrawardy, Miulatar m Cfivil Buppllei^ 


during 

India. 


oa Government’s aamn nroonrament ^ 
Govmiietent have etanad mal^ email 


Bengal, in aa 


iiiliriew 


ia Calenttn, 

puinlinees of amoa iloa whm priom an 
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uonun *1* ] XSBSOIIGLS OV BTOHIS 

tem bat Ibcy bm Ban- w aooiioa* tfnl ik M l i wh i ii a ium Ihillt' pnehMw 

|Wt up pfiOMk** 

At un l a i u rroul oonlnnHiee Md Uk\ ]loBibay« tte tlutiit id IikUaut i» Burnt 
idtei lift roomiqiiett with purUenltr tcCbsmiou. lO' eontiol uf ImnignliQn wa» 
dbeuMtd. The Hoiu Dt. M*. B. EhiKs. nemlnf lor iudiiue me le the 

The eiiMUil roiifmoee ol Unlrenitf Leboue MenUea deneoM a 

diftiiire tu the I ritiMh GorenuNDlfe^jnliey tomHe Indhu. The OmhEmum wea 
adteedicf to dirupucii from: ell' oves Britene, Tln^ leaolotiaiie cenM eteltd tfiet» 
"in view of tiic fcreva «riau hi Indhu we deuumd ell* mmible neeenree for 
f«Iwh> tfie vemovaf at Hr. Awenr fcom ofliee; the oeleefie' of Mien leadiw end 
the right oC the luduni people to eheoer thek earn foini; ol Goveruinffll’^ 

Mh Mr. K. A. JKmieh, In «a intervietr at Kiiiiieh{» aetd t *The ernx ol the oon- 
Cerencra of the Hindii. SUhnniibha and the Litoret Fedeietiov et AeKitaet end 
Boanbey end the eltitude of Mr. Ganchu eed Ooegreeaniea clearly ohowe iimt 
there ia no eheiige oe the pert of the BindiM towerda the demand of Mnalim 
India.** He reiterated the Mnalin Iieagne*a rakicten deinand. 

The Juint beereUrke of the Beannl fAlinieterial' Coalition Party, In the oonrae 
et a atateaDpent m Calcutta, eaid : **We leri that the Food Meattor, Sir J. P. 
Srivaatava, hue imported poKtiei into food and provoked aecdlena eoaflicte with 
Proviucial Mieialriei aad tberelore die aoouer he relinquichee the food port- 
folio in fevoor of eome one inapuring greater eonfidenoe, the better for oil 
eonceraed.** 

The Bcihan llafaaraaCxa Oonferenee bcM In new Delhi, reaofvcd to laiae an 
Eiiucnlton Fund to be uaed to open new Marathi nriuary a(*hools and aubaidlaiiix 
exiethig ooee in plaoea ooteide Maharaatxa where llahatactriana bad aettled in 
large numbera. 

Pandit Hrtdi^aDailt Kuncm, eddnaaing a public meeting at Celieuth nderrcfl 
to the food poaitiou la India in general and to the aitnatioii In Bengal In parti- 
ctflar and observed that the Central Goveritnietii did not do ita duty at the 
proper time and did not take itepa to bring home to tlie Bengal Qovemment Ibe 
gravity ul the eitnatioo. 

eth. The Indian Science Congre"a concluded its eeeaion io New DelbL Sir B. St 
Bliatnagar waa elected Preaideiit of the next aeesion- 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in an interview at Karaebu eaid : **Mr. Gcndhi, on the 
authority of hU letter to the Vtccroif dated Jaauary 19, 2943, wac not prepaiid to 
budge an inch from the August reeolutiou, and since then there has been no 
indication of any cha^e from Mr. Gandhi or Conneaemeii outside jail.” 

Mr. John Sargent, Edncationsl Coromiasumer with the Government ol India, 
preaidiog over the section of the Psychology and Educational Science of the 
Indian Scienoe Oongrese, (New bellii), surveyed the position of edueatioB in 
India and Mt forth a plan of nattoiial education. 

7th« Sir Frank Brown, addreesing a meeting of the Baptist Board in London, laid that 
the British Uiemeelvea had awakened the spirit of nationalisv which now nm lo 
strongly lo India. If commonaliam had been accentuated In recent years It 
waa due to the coiitinnoua passing of more and more sovereignty into Indian 
hands and conaeqnent manasuvring of politicsl partiea for ascendancy. 

Tear amokc had to lie uaed by the police on a Mobarram proccaaion which 
became nnmly at Ahmedabad. 

The Seeretiuy of State for India received a de)>ntation of the Netiooal Eaeeu- 
tive Ohmmittee of the Labonr Party and had a full diecuasion with them on 
the food situatioii in India, especially in Bengal. The diecnesioo oovaiad the 
famine in Bengal and the policy of the Government of India for deallag with 
the food silnaiion in Ipdia. 

M. The Central Food Department despatched to Bengal mora *.than SSOjOOO tone 
of fMkndni, inclusive of imports from abroad, during the three montha anded 
Deeamm 1943 at against the 250,000 tons which the Bengsl Goveroor stated in 
October 1943, would help the province to 'Ham the corner.” 

At a conference in Oatotta of representatives of the Associated Chamhsrs of 
Oommeice of India, the Bca^ Chamber of Commeres, Ibe Gklcutla Import 
TriMls Assoeiatioo and tbe Mcnita Trades Association with Mr. O. 0. Desal, 
Controller<General of Civil Bnpplies, Government of India, there was a diaenasion 
with fsapeet to the diffienltieo which the indostrlal, eommcvelal and tndiag 
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llh. At BtemUuj of Blolo for lodii^ Mr. L. 8. Aioory. in a wpmA at York; 
aiihariaiid that BriloiB*to oflv to India thioai^ fiir StaflM CMppa wia the 
BMat meioae that any aatioa had ofer naoe. 

Mr. & A. Bfelfi. Preaideai-eleot of the A. I. Nowepaper Editore' OoBferaooe, 
ia dedaring (men the third anauat oeieion of the Tamil Nad Jornnalieta* 
IhdoratiOB in Madrae, e«piieee d the hope that before long an All India Fedara- 
tlOB of ionmalieli* oi g a Bia a tio ae in the tyfferent parta id the eonntij wonld be 
eelabliebed to eetdruod the intereete of the From ae a whole and to get a fair 
deal for worUag jonrnalleta. 

The Plenary B ini i on of the AlMndia Newepaper Editore* Oonfeienoe began 
in Midrae, with Mr. B. A. BreM ae the Preeident— ^iton of newepapere 
from all orer India were preeent, beddee a large gathering of rieitora. 

lOth. A Preee Oommoi^lqtte eaid *Yhe Becretair of State for India hae granted 
leare oat of India, l<’r nrrat reaaono of health, to Sir Thomaa Butherford, 
x.0.8.1m O.LB., Qofemor cd Bihar and at pceaent acting Oorernor of Bengal, 
with effect from the date on which Mr. Caaey aaaumea office.*^ 

**DariBg Bir Thomaa Batherforda* abaenee. Mr. B. F. Mndie; Cii.i., C.I.E., 
aB«n, will continue to act aa Gorernor of Bihar/’ 
llie Bt Hon. V. 8. Brinivaaa Baatri. addreaaing the membera of the All- 
India Newepaper Editore’ Oonferenee in Madraa. apppealed to them to eonaider 
it their loremoat duty to gire no reat to the Oorernment until thi^ zeleaa^ 
Mahatma Qandhi and Pandit Jawharlal Nehru in order that, when the 
whole world met at the Peaoe Oonferenee. the voice of India might he raiaed 
in defence of the future not only of India but of the whole world. 

Ilth. Mr. V. D. SaTarkar, Preaidmit of the Hindu Mahaeabha in a communi- 
cation from Bombay on the atatement by the Joint Secretariea of the Bengal 
Miniaterlal Coalition Party, declared : ’*Tbe Bengal Ministry cannot pretend 
that they are opmiaing the Central Government in order to protect provincial 
autonomy as auesn on behalf of all the provincea. Did not the Mualim League 
celebrate a Day of Deliverance throughout India, when the Congreaa Miniatriea 
rdinquiahed their offices 7 It is only for the anti-Hindu policy of the League 
that the League Ministries are clinging to their poato and have no higher 
patriotic goal before them.” 

12tb. Mr. Clement Dairea, (Liberal M. P. for Montgomery) in a speech in London 
re. Mr. Amery’a statement said "What we require is hot a speech lor the 
defence but a statement of actual fact followed by a much more detailed 
description of the steps that Government are proposing to take to aafeguard 
the people of India from famine and disease in the future. Meanwhile the 
need for relief still ezisto.” 

A Paeaa Note from New Delhi, saidi "Bince eommenta have leoently 
appeared in a aeotion of the Freaa auggeeting that loodgrains are atill being 
exported from India, the Government of India wiah to aute categorically that 
no foodgraina or other produota, except the minimum requirement of crews 
oi ahipa and aircraft, have left India ainee July, 1913.” 

ttth. Ma). General J. B. Hanoe, Direoior-General. i.ma. declared in New Delhi : 
**'rhe alleged failure of the nursing profession to appeal to the r^ht type 
of women in India ia due, far more to the attitude of the authorities res- 
ponsible lor the msintenanoe of hospitals sad to the condittona In whleh, tfKi 
ofleo, probaiioDerw are trained and nuraea expected to work, than to t^ allegi^ 
lelaetanee of adueated Indian women to undertake the eaie of the aick. 

14lh. The Beatrietioo and Delantioo Ordinance iaaued in New Delhi, aet out 
inter alia : "Defenoea under Buie 26 of the D. I. Bulee heneeforih to have new 
lighu apprommating to thoaa obtaining in the U. K.” 

Tte Emgia CtovmMt promulntecTii^ t^e D. I. Bnlea. an Order eellcd 
the Baeentuil Femdetuft Anti-Hor&ng Order 1944. 

Aocordlng to flguiee evaileble in New Delhi, indie epeot Be. 715 etoiee on 
her defenee and aupply during the live yeeie 19911^, eceesding to Agniee 
avMlable here. DuHng the eune period Hk Mejeeti’h Gi^erninent hdped In^ 
with 926 eniree under the terme of the dnanclei aettlemenL condnded ia 
Baptember, 1969. balwicn the Ueveminwat el Indk end H.M.Qr lageidiag the 
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allMirai «f dcfenae ezpttiditm between them. The total ditaiioe and nqndy 
exmiditiiie bicmght to neeount in Indio'a book etood ot Be. 1,641 eiocwu 
The death oeeuned at Lneknow of Mr. R, 8. Pendii. huabend of Mza. Vi}ii 
Losml POndit. 

laib. Sir 8. M. Visreawaraya, Pref>id«ot of the AIMndia Manafaetorera’ orfta* 
nis'ittun and the membera of the Committee, diaeuaaed with Mr. 8, K. Kripo- 
ieiii, Indian Trade Conmiaaioner-Derignate to U. 8. A., (in Bombay), the 
queatioii of aetting np important and neary intiuatriea in dUli!»reot parta of 
the couDtay in the poat-war period and the tacilitiea required in thia eoiinaetion 
from the united Btataa. 

16th. Tlie Bt. Hon. Mr. Briniraaa Saatri, delirering the ▼aledtolory addreaa of the 
Mysore Unlveriity union, spoke on poat-war reforma and reeouatruotion. 

Uia Highneaa we Nawab of Bbo|.iai was elected Ciianoellor of the Chamber 
of Princea,— the Nawab aecuring 21 TOtea. 

17th. Lt. Obm. a. Q. O. M. Magne. the Q. O. C. in C.. Eaatem Command met 
membera of the Patna Preaa to whom he apoke on the aub]ect of famine relief 
in Bengal. 

llie nrat meeting of the Damodar Flood Inquiry Committee oonatituted 
by the Bengal Government to adviae on fjerroanent mcaBiirea to control flooda 
ill the Damodar river, waa held in Calcutta. Mr. B. P. Pain, Miniater te 
Communication and Works, presided. 

The Special Durbar in connection with the investiture of H. H. the Rein 
of Padukottah was held amidst general rejoicinge in the Durbar Hall of the old 
Palace (Pudukattah). 

18th. Mr. B. G. Caaey. Governor-deaignate of Bengal arrived at Karachi, accom* 
panted by Mrs. Caaey and bia son and daughter. 

Sir J. P. Srivaatava, in hia opening address (in New Delhi) to the meeting 
of the General Policy Committee of the Reconstruction Committee of 
the Council of State, said that a better way of life lor the massee was the 
objective of post-war development plans. 

19Ui. His Excellency the Viceroy, accompanied by Sir Maurice Hallett, Sir E. M. 
Jeukins and the Military Secretary to the U. K Governor, flew to Gorakhpur. 
Un arrival the Viceroy was received by Mr. Browne, Commissioner, Gorakhpur 
diviNioo. 

Sir Jogendra Singh, Education Member, Government of India, in hia speech 
at the meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Education (Baroda) aaid that 
the 4 0 crore scheme of national education waa not beyond Indiana capacity. 

'I'be Memorandum outlining a plan of economic development for India which 
was prepared by Hir Puruahoiamdas Tbakurdas and seven other leading 
iiiduathalistB and eronomists in the country was explained by them at a Press 
Conference in Bombay. 

20th. 'ihe Governor-General in Council nominated Sir Feroz Khan Noon to be 
a representative of India in the war cabinet. 

Mr. L. S. Amery, Secretary of Slate for India, answered a number of questioue 
about India in the House of Commons. 

A 61 crore scheme of national education for India was drawn up by the 
Central Board of Education for submissioD to the Post-War lleconstriictiou 
eomiiiittee of the Viceroy’s Council. 

The Rt. Hon. V. S. Siinivaaa Sastri, delivering the valedictoi^ addreee of the 
Intermediate College, Bangalore, observed : ** All that 1 am asking for is not 
that Mr. Jinnah should give up hia demand for Pakiataii, but that be should 
agree to argue it out with the Hindus. Sikhs and other communities.** 

Mr. L. S. Amery, Secretary of State lor India, questioned in the House of 
Commone, about tlie emplovment of women in coal minca in India, said : 
* 'Owing to a serious shortage of coal produettoo and to meet the urgent n^s 
of the war effort, the Government of India have relnclantly, and as a purely 
temporary measure, suspended the prohibition in force, since 1937, of woik by 
women in coal minea in Bengal, Bibnr and the 0. P.” 

2 tat An order prohibiting the publication of any special number between the 
22Dd. and Slav, of January, waa served on the *Hiiidn*v an Indian tauguage daily 
of Karachi, and on its weekly edition the *Htndvasi.*' 

t2wi. Mr. R. G. Ceaey assumed office aa Governor ot Bengal, 
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Tht *Vewt QivoiiMa" (London) odd: In the Honw of Oobobiom (on 
Tbntidfi:^. 20Ch.). Mr. Amery bad on miBotiMfocioi^ viazy to tdl df the InminM 

**11io ieeliog of diMOtiifocthm” cd the people of lodm on the oppoiiiliiieDt of 
en AnitnlUo ee Governor of Bengel wee expreeeed in e reeolution bj finder 
fieni fiinfch end edmlttcd bj the l^eeideot for the next eceeUm of the Genirel 
AeeemUy. 


SM. lire, fierofini Neidn. on the eve of the **Independeooe dey, (Jemiery 26th.) 
ieenodemeeBegofioin Allehebed. fiheeeid: *l(ie not to oeemmy bat to 


enenunent we ere bidding the ycef on 26tb. Jenueiy.** 

The Worklog Oommittee of the All Indie Hindu Meheeebhe begea ite meetiiig 
In New Delhi, with Dr. Shyene Preeed Mooberjee in the ehelr. 

Ihe Eui Afrieen Indian Netlonel Oongreee, which held ite meetiiig 
In Nelrobi, reviewed the whole field of Indian polltleel claims in Eni Africa 
end deelded to creete e fund lor propegende in anpport of the eommanily'a 


Pandit Hridayaneth Kunsru, Preaident of the fiervante of Indie fiocieiy * 
leeued e etatemeot (m Caleutte) on hie tour of Malabar, Ooehiu end Travencorc 
in oonnectlon with the food aitnetion. 

Mr. P. O, Joehi, General fiecretery of the (^nimiiniat Party of Indie, eddreeecd 
e meeting in obaervance of lieiiin day at Petne. He laid that the foodAituetion 
in Bengal wee far from eatiafactory end it wee wrong to nay that the famine 
in Bengal wee over xn had been averted. 

filth. An Indie demonatretlon orgenleed by the Midland Council of the India 
League wea held in Birmingham. It wae the o|)ening of the Indie week 
campaign which put forward. *Hiie release of political prisonera. the opening oC 
negotiation and genuine attempU to enable Indian participation in large ecele 
meeenree to relieve end end the famine.*’ 

Bir J. P. firivatiava, in a telegrum to the Beogel Provinciel Hindu Mefaeeabha 
espreaeed the hofie that the Hindu Mehaaabha would **iet no example in 
eeeietiim the eontibUer *af Bationing, Oeloutta and illiterate people in making 
the rettoning ecltome succesaful:'’ ^ 

Ble ttKoeUeney the Viceroy ecoompenM 1:^ Lord Wavell and ihe Governor 
of Bombay, vlahed a number of piaues (m Bombay) and eaw Abe progieea of 
war work and ratloniiig In the province. 

1^, fihyama Prasad Mookerjee, President. Hindu Mahaaabba, in a presa 
interview in New Delhi, declared that without a radical change of existing 
metheda of admiuietration in Bengal, a second femine in 1944 ooidd not be 
mveited. 

The AB-lndia Depremed Claeses Leairiie. in e resolution peaeed by the 
Working Oommitte at FaUia, demanded the immedinte formation of w National 
Govamment. 


control 


24th. ‘'Independence Dey* wee observed in the vertoue peyts of India. 

Mr. F. Anthony, President, Anglo-Indian and Domieiled European 
tion. addretsing a gatliering in Oalcntta, revealed a scheine to tranator 
of Anglo-Indian education into Anglo-Indian hands. 

Hre. fiaroHni Naidn who arrived at Lahore to see her ailing sister, was served 
with a notice under the D. I. Eulee, directing her not to make any public 
ilMwh, ioto any procMdon or oddm «»,x.(EerinK of man tku five p.^. 
without the previous permissioti of the Distnet Magistrate or make any oom- 
miinicatioii to tlie Press, 

At an India week meeting in Birmuigham, tpei^s celebrated the 


deuce Dey end urged the reniovel of Mr. Amery from the itoeitioa 
of fitate for India. 


lodepen- 

fieeretary 


9th. The Secretary of fitate for India, Mr. Amery, in » written Perliamentery 
rctily to a auggeation to liicrease the pensions of retired Indian Civil fiervanu 
resident in Britain, said :*-**As the Oiianeclior of the Exi^cquer annoaneed ou 
lire. 3, Hit Majcaiy’a Government are considering Uie grant of increase in 
lower range of t>enuions to mitigate really levere harddiip.*^ 

Mr* H. 8. Siilirawardy. Civil fiupfdiea Minister. Bengal, at a l^em Oooferenee 
In Oaleutta, laid : Our •ebema of obtaining auppliea and ^aiributkm must ha 
given a ehance.” He expleiued the mein pointe of the Government aaiM 
proourameDt end dletribution eehema 
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2M. A dqmtatioii fnm tiie lodhui Fmdoai Ompainn Commitleo iind tiM 
F^leratioa of Indian ABBociationa in Britain mist M. P.*8 at thn Uoutie of 
OonmonB, under the ChairmanBbip of Mr. Jemea Maxton to diaouu the queation 
of oonBcrlpion of Indiana in Britain* 

The Heeretary of State lor India, Mr. Aninry, nnaircriiig quaationa in the 
Hoobl* of Commona, aaid that no general statiaticB of uoempluyment in India 
vere maintained. 

29th. Lord Halifax, Britiah Ambaaaador to the U. 8. A., told a gathering at 
Waabington, defending Britalii’a conduct i:i Indi*!. that the British Empire 
had encouraged national iam in India. He declared : **VYe haru eown in her 
people the aem of Sell-Gorernment. * 

29th. Jlie aeoond aeaaion of the All-fndia Scheduled Caate'a (osifcreuce wae held at 
Cawnpore, under the preeideoey of Rao Bahadur N. Biraraja, SI. 1 ..A. (central). 

Dr. B. 8 . Moonje preaided over the MaUakoeltal lliiidu babha Oouferenee 
wbich was held at Bilaapur. 

801b. The third annual Con Terence of the Madraa Bttidenia' organisation held ite 
0 |teii a»aeion In Madraa, with Mr. Baaant Baiiynl, General Secretary of the AID 
India Studenta* Federation, preeiding. 

8 let Food rationing came into force in Oalfutta and in Howrah, Bally •Belur, 
Garden Beach, Behala and Tollygunge miiiiicip^iHiiea. 


February 1944 

Mrs Eaaturbai Gandhi passed away at 7-30 p.m. on tho 22nd, 
at tbo Aga Khan palace, Bombay. 

The General Council of the All-India Trade Union Congress 
(Bombay) passed rosolntions demanding the release of dotanue and 
political prisoners. 

Mr. Churchill informed the House of Commons that Lord Halifax's 
speecii in Washington re : India, involved no now pi'jnouucoment on 
the, part of the British Government. 

Various schemes to strengthen the Muslim Leaguo organizations 
were considered by the Committee of Action of t)io All-India Muslim 
LtiOgue, at Lahore. 

Mrs. Barojini Naidu presided over a meeting of tho Committee of 
the Save the Children Association in Calcutta. 

The Standing Committee for Civil Defence in 1 in New Delhi. 
Sir Ferox Khan Noon presided. 

An enemy aircraft approached the Coast of Orissa and dropped 
a very small number uf bombs on February 4. 

The Punjab Govennneut passed order for i!io release of fifteen more 
Congress detenus. 

Dr* Shyama Prasad Mookvrjee presidtd uvt-r tho annual meeting 
of the Beyal Asiatic Society of Bengal in Calcutta. 

Tlie Bengal Legislative Assembly passed tho Finance (Sales Tax) 
Amendment Bill. 

The Central Legislative Assembly rejected Mr. Lalf^hand Navalrai*8 
resolution recommending the ndease of political priaonors. Tbo Assembly 
passed Mr. M. A. KazimFs adjournment motion to ccfnsiiro the Oovern- 
ment on the '‘misapplication" of D. 1. Bnl. h in tho Provinces. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya decided to call an Alt Parties' 
Conference to meet in New Delhi in March to consider the political 
sitnaiion In the country. 

The GoYonunent of Bengal allotted Bengal 142,000 tons of sugar* 
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GBr Ohftrlei Ogilvie« Defenea Seorofcary, stated in the Oentftd 
LagidetiTe Assembly that there were 10 air raids in all on places 
in British India and one on an Indian State between November 20. 
1948 and February 6, 1944. 

A series of questions were asked in the Bengal Assembly rdating 
to the restriction, order on the **Amrita Bazar Patrika." 

The Oommander-in-i)bief. India* made a statement in the Council 
of State regarding the part played by Indian troops in different 
theatres of war. 

His Bzoellenoy the Viceroy addressing a joint session of the 
Oentnd Legislature said that the Crippa draft declaration stood forth 
as the solemn pledge of His Majesty's Government. And that the 
demand for the release of those leaders who were in detention was 
utterly barren until there was some sign on their part to enter into 
willing co-operation. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Mr. T. C. Goswami, Finance 
Member, disclosed a deficit of Bs. 11 crores and 20 lakhs for the 
current year. 

A Conference of the Natal Indian Congress was opened by the 
Mayor of Durban. 

Mr. Butler, speaking on behalf of Mr. Amery, declined to lift the 
restriction on Mrs. Naidu's addressing meetings. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, Sir Jeremy Baisman, Finance 
Member, introducing the Budget for 1944-1945 disclosed a revenue 
deficit of Bs. 92.43 crores for the current year and Bs. 78.21 crores 
next year on the basis of existing taxation. 

Sind's financial position was described by the Premier, Sir G. H. 
Hidayatullah as one of unparalleled prosi^erity. 

1st. At the opening mentioK of the Budget scbbioo of the Bengal l^giiiUtive 
Assembly, the Oovernment^e aman proc;urenii>nt Hcheme end particularly their 
appointment of some Oalcutta merchaiita as tbeir chief agents to buy paddy and 
rice, was criticised by the opposition. 

A Bombsy Government oomroiiniqiTe said : "Mrs. Gandhi had a severe heart 
attack yesterday. Her condition is very week. 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson presiding at the annual meeting of the Calcutta branch 
of the European Aasociatioii (in Calcutta) said : *'lt was uaeleas to talk of 
their political rights in India unless they were also prepared to play their full 
part in tackling the country’s problema.’' 

Prof. A. V. Hill. Adviser to the Government of India on the organisation of 
seientifio research speaking at the annual meeting of the Calcutta Geographical 
society, said : ’The scientific development of indis depended on consiatent 
planning.” 

The General Council of the Atl-India Trade Union Oongresa (Bombay) passed 
resolutions demanding the release of detenus and political prisoiiera and protes- 
ting against the action of Government in permitting women to work under- 
ground in mines. 

3b 4. In the Bengal l^gialative Asaeinbly, the Government’s proposal to double 
the existing rate of the sales tax was criticised by the oppoaitlon when ^e 
Finance (sales tax) Amendment Bill, introduced by the Finance Miniater, Mr. 
T. 0. Ooswami, came up for consideration. 

Srd Mr. Churchill told the House of Commons that Lord Halifax's speech in 
Wssbinglon on January 28tb. that the Briti^^h Government would not overule 
any decision taken by India not to remain in the British Oommonweatth after 
the war if die people of India had catablished an agreed constitution, involved 
no new pronouncement on the part of the British Government. 

The Bengal Legislative Assemoly nejeetcd by 9U votes to 63, an opposition 
proposal for circuUiing the Finsnoe (sales tax) Amendment designed to 
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vaikmt lehamM to itmgHieii the Mnilim Leaguo omnintlona 
oomidoved by tho Oommittao of A(^oa of tbo All«Iiidia Mnilini Jbca gu o 
eoaelnded its •Itting at Labota. 

4tfL In the Bengal Legielative Aeaembly, when a non-offielal molntion waa _ 
inquiring Ooyernment to take atepe to atop the pnrehaae of oattle in the prorinoa 
for the mUitary, an idea, how the Amy proenied ita foodatnifa in Bngal 
without encroaching on Civil Snppllea, waa obtained. The infomatioo waa 
contained in a letter from Mai. Qen. Stnart. 

Mra. Barojini Naidu preaided over a meeting of the Committee of the Bare 
the Children Aaaociation, in Calcutta. It waa decided at the meeting to run 
homea for about 400 Ohildien in » Bengal. 

The Bunding Committee for Civil Defence met in New Delhi. Bir Fnoa 
Khan Noon, who presided, made a statement on his recent tours of Inspeotlon 
of Civil Defence arrangements in Aasam, Bengal and Madras. 

A Communique from New Delhi sUted : the early hours of Febrna^ 

4, an enemy air-craft aiq}roached the coast of Orissa and dropped a very amafl 
number of oombs.** 


5th. '^Indian Affairs, " published the Indta-Burma Association, in an article 
on the economic implications of PskisUn, said : *11 PakisUn were esUbliehed, 
India would cease to be one of the greatest internal free trade areas of the world.’* 

Mr. N. B. Barker, ex-Oommeree Member of the Government of Indie, broad- 
casting a talk on *post-irar reconstruction** from Calcutti*, observed : ^India’s 
problem waa rather of construction right from the beginning than of recons- 
truction.** 

The Punjab Government passed order for the release of fifteen more 
Gongress detenus including Munshi Harilal, M. L. A. and Bhrimati Bhanno 
Devi, M. L. A. 

aih. At a meeting of the Bengal Hindu Mahasabha Working Committee, held In 
Calcutta. Or. S. P. Mukerjee presiding, a resolution was passed urging the im- 
mediate release of Hindu m. l. a*b in detention. 

The National Christian Council of India met at Nagpur under the president- 
ship of the Bishop of Domakal, tu consider the letter addressed by the confer- 
ence of Missioiiaries of Groat Britain. 

7tta. In the Central liegisUtiva Assembly, with the beginuiog of the Budget session, 
the P'ood Member, Sir J. P. Brivastava, faced a long ftcries of questiona and 
supplementaries. He said in reply to Sirdar Mangal Hiiigh that the form, terms of 
reference and time of the enquiry contemplated into the Bengal famine were 
under discussion with His Majesty's Government. 

At the annual meeting of the Koyal Asiatic Society of Bengal (in Calcutta) 
the important part played by the Society in the develofweiit of India’s intell- 
ectual and cultural life was stressed. Dr. Shysms Prasad Mukerjee presided. 

Tho Bengal Legislative Assembly passed by 97 voles to 64. the Finance (Bales 
Tax) Amendment Bill. The measure was designed to inerrsse provincial revenue 
by raising the rate of tax leviable under the Act from three pies to six pice in 
the rupee. 

The Central Ijegislative Assembly rejected by 42 votes to 40 Mr. A. C. Dstts’s 
adjournment motion to censure the Governmeot on their order on Mrs. Ssrojini 
Naidu, directing her inot to make any public apeecbea or issue directly or in- 
directly any atatement to the Press or otherwise eommunicate her views to the 
public. 

M. The Central Legislative Aseembly rejected without a diviaon Mr. Ijilehaod 
Navalrsi’s resolution recommending the release of political prisonera with a view 
to removing the political deadlock and furcbering the war wort. 

In the Biwgal Leglelative Council, five official Billa ware introduced. 

Tile Central Legialaiive Aseembly rejected by 41 votes to 98, Mrs. Beanka 
Boy'e adjournment motion ^ to censure the Government for Mmitting wommi to 
work nnaerground In coal mines in , Jhatia and the neighbouriiood* 

•«k. The Central Legislative Aeeembly pa sse d by 48 votea to 49, Mr. M. A. Kanid'b 
adjournment motion to eenanre the Government on the ^iniaiqipUeaticm*’ ot D. I. 
Bblee la the Provlneea.— -Tliftl wae Ite ^t advene vote saetained bj the 
meat dwvfpg the letaioDa 

6 






-40 fWIUi 'M ] OHBQIIICXJB 07 EVB BT B 

91w Biagd Legiilatifa Gonadl eouUimtd tilt Dwlitete pmont 
and B«tW) Bill. 

17tk. Hit Excellency the Viceroy, Lord We?dU eddreu l ng a {olat mhIoii oI tbe 
Central Leaislatare {in New Diuhi) declared : **Nenrlf two yeaii baft j p aeie d 
finoe die CiippH draft deelaration wae made publie, bat It ateiidi forth today ao 
the iolemn pirage of Hie Majeeiy'e Gotemmcnt, that India ehall ha?a fall 
control of her own dcetiny among the nationo of the Oommoowiilth and the 

world Tiie demand for the release of thoae leedero who were In detention 

wee utterly barren until there wee eome eign on their part of wlllingneae to 
coKiperate. « 

The Bengal Ijpgielatlve Council paeied the DeetUute Pereone (Bmtiiallon 
and Belief) Bill introduced by the Revenue Minister, Mr. Tarak Nath llnkeriee. 

In the House of Lords, moving the second reading of the India (AtlaehnieDt of 
States) Bill, Lord Munster, nndcr*secretary lor IndiOi ssid that the Bill wae Intended 
to piece beyond all manner of doubt the right of the Viceroy to provide for 
the meet suitable administration of a large number of small or very small 
states, really eatatea. 

In the House of Commons, answering a question about food and the tpiead 
of diseases in India, Mr. B. A Butler, replying on behalf of Mr. Amery, aaid 
that the food situation had further improved with the harveatlug of 
winter crops. 

IMh. His Hi^ness the Gaekwar of Baroda, inaugurating tbe Baroda Asaembly 
session at Baroda, gave an atsurance that the well-being and interests of his 
people throimnout the state had always been nearest to his heart. 

In the Bengal Lcgislstive Assembly, cases of incendiarism In Midoapore 
district between August and December 19*12 were discussed. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, Mr. H. B. Buhrswardy, elvil supplies 
minister, announced the Government'e intention to appoint a committee to 
eonaider the question of providing rations for “bhog** for Hidu deitica. 

In tbe Bengal Assembly, Mr. T. C. Goswami* Finance Member, disclosed a 
deficit of Rs. 11 crores sod 20 lakhs for the current year and Bs. 8 croies and 
46 lakha for the next year, in presenting tbe Province's Budget estimates. 

The Council of Btate took up Pandit Kunzru’s resolution, recommending that 
all persons detained under the Defence of India Rules should be infotmed of 
the grounds of their detention. 

19th. A Bengal Government Press Note stated that orders bad been Issued to 
constitute food committeet for each of the sub-areas of Calcutta and surroundiag 
districts when rationing was in operation. 

lOth. Tbe Govern meut of Bombsv issued the following communique : **Mr. 
Gandhi's condition has been aeterioratiog for some days past and is now 
very grave.” 

To meet the situation arising ont of labour shortage, tbe Government of 
India formulated a scheme for co-ordinating the use of unskilled labour through* 
out India by settiug up labour supply committees in the provinces and district 
or regional supply committees in the areas where labour shortages were apparent 
or were considered imminent. 

The Bt. Hon. V. B. Brinissva Bsstri, speaking at a meeting at Poona, held to 
commemorate the death anniversary of the late Mr. G. K. Gokhale, made the 
plea that a change in tbe policy oi the Congress was called for immediately and 
which could not oe neglected except at the coat of nationrl welfare. 

A Conference of the Natal Indian Congress— the first meeting of the Indiana 
united in one common body— was opened by tbe Mayor of Durban, Mr. R, 
Ellis Brown in Durban. 

Slst In the Bengal Legialative Council, the Finance Minister, Mr. T. C. Goawami 
preaeoted the Provinces Budget estimstee for 1944-45, 

H. E. The Viceroy spent nearly two boura in Madras acquaintfng himself 
first hand with the rationing of rice and fire wood in the city by viaits to eome 
latioaing offtesi and fire wood and rice depots. 

^X^Geatxal Legialative Assembly held the general dabate an the Railway 

la thi OoaoeU of State, several qneetions were aMeed by Mr. Q. 8. Ilotllal, 
M tha amat of Mr. Bniesh Beidya, an Indian Jottiaallet la England on hie 
Mmal la obey the *eaU*op” order. 
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2$mL A eomnimlqiia iaivcd at Bombay, mid : "Tha Gofammanl af Bombay 
tag;rata to aanottnaa that Hn. Kmiurabai Qaadhl paaaed away at 7*86 m. 
to-day at tba Aga Khan Palace.* 


88kd. Tba Coaiicil ol State bald a geaeral debate oa tba Battway Budget 

In the Ontral l^ialatita Aoaambly, tba Chifarnmaat of Indiali plana lor 
die development of poet-war civil aviation in India ware indicaM by Sir 
Otimnath Bawoor, Secretary, Poata and Air, in tba debate on bia Bill to amend 
the Indian Aircraft Act 

In tba Central Aaaambly, Sir Reginald Maxwell, Home Member, replied to 
Mr. T. T. Krtahnamaobari’a qneation about the bealtb of Dr. Byed Mabmnd, 
a member of the Congreae Working Committee and o^er political prioonera. 

Mr. Yueuf Meherally, ex-Mayor of Bombay, waa aerved with an order of tba 
Punjab Government banning hie entry into the Province of Ponjab. 



conveying their beartfrit condolence to Mahatma Gandhi and bis family. 


241b. The Council of State passed .Mr. Motsain Imam's resolution recommending 
that price control and adequate supply of requirements of agriculturists might 
be taken in hand. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, a supplementan budget estimate totalling 
Rs. 36, 24, 48, (XX) for 1943-44 was present^ by the Finance Minister, Mr. T. C. 
Goswami. 

The Bengal Oouncil adjourned ite busincea for half an hour as a mark of 
reapect to the memory of Mrs. Gandhi. 

Mr. Butler, President of the Board of Education, speaking on behalf of Mr. 
Amery. declined to lift the restriction on Mrs. Naidu addressing meetings. 

The Deputy Speaker of the Bengal Assembly, making a reference to tibe death 
of Mrs. Gandhi in the Bouse, observed : represented the best and noblest 

in Indian womanhood— quiet and unasBuming and yet resolute and devoted 
to her duty." 


85th. In the Central Legislative Asseml^, famine mortality figures in Bengal were 
referred to in a question put by Bir Frederick James, in reply to supplemen- 
taries arising from it, the Food Member, Bir J. P. Srivasuva said that the 
Govern meut of India had taken up with the Provincial Government the matter 
of the accuracy of death statisticB due to starvation. He added, the members 
could well understand that the men who reported these deaths were not 
qualified to state the cause of death. 

When the deivate on the Railway budget was resumed in the Central 
Assembly, a cut motion by Mr. N. M. Joshi demanding that the compulsory 
deariiiss fund bo extended to covet all railway employeee, was paasca by 48 
votes to 42. 

The Hon. Mr. J. H. Border, in ids presidential address to the annual 
meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, in Calentia, said : *'Wc look 
for equality of treatment for all who trade or manufacture In India, the aama 
equality as is given in the U. K. We base tbia upon our paat aervicea and 
upon the errait balance of our record which baa been bout up for over two 
centuries of the community's residence in this country." 

In the Bind Legislative Assembly, making a statement on the Governmoit'o 
policy io r^ard to Coogreaa delenua, Mr. M. A. Giiadar, Minister for Home 
Affairs, denied the charges that Congress ii.l,a's were being kept in jail in Older 
to safeguard the Ministry against defeat. 

; ath. In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, searching inquiries about deaths due to 
starvation in mofussil districts were made in answer to a question. Khan Babib 
Hamiduddin Ahmed, Parliamentary Hecretary to the Public Health Department, 
admitted that Government waa not in a position to give the nnmber of aneh 
deaths 

In Um Gantral Ltgitlttira AMemblj. » diieoMUn m Mr. JaanadM Ibteli 
eat motion to diacnw "the mcogra deoneH allowuoo to mOvif woikM,” 
neoltod in 0 tie, 42 eotiog on eeeb ride. TIm Fierident gne, hit onetiDg nt$ 
In fkTonr of the now nnd the notion mn n^wtid. 


IMi, Bind’h linnndnl poritlon «M dwerihed I9 On Pmntar Bit G. H. HidumMla 
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2M. Tke Oeninl LogiilttiT* Aneaiblf paned tappleBMiitAfj lUiliraij dtnuuidf 
lor 1013^ totalling ovor lU. 25 erorci* 

In Bengal LegielatiTo Asaemblj, the eonclueion of the general debate on 
the Bndget was msrind by a walk-out staged ^ the Opposition. 

In ibe Bengal LegislatiTs Couoeli m Budget was subjected to further 
criticism. 

In the Cential Legislatire Assembly, the Piesideni admitted Mr. Desbmukh’s 
sdjiiuniment motion to dlscnss the order presenting irsvellinp oC perMOiis to ststions 
on the M. andS. M. Railway to attend the eighth sniiual session of the All-India 
Kisan Conference at Beswada, convened ^to consider problems facing the agri- 
culturists and the food situation in the country. 

yetfa. In the CentrsI liegislative Aseemhly, introducing the Government of India 
Budget for 1944-45, the Finance Memluir. Kir Jeremy lUisman, dtscloeed a 
revenue deficit of Rs. 92.43 crores for the current year and a tiersfiec^tive deficit 
of Rs. 78-21 crores neit year on the basis of existing taxation. The Finance 
Member then announced his proposals for new taxation. These were, 8 new 
excise duties to be levied, namely on lea, coffee and bctelniU at 2 as. a lb., 
and others. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, when the general discussion of the Budget 
WBB resumed, Mr. W. Tisidlsw, leader of the Enropesu party, appealed to the 
House to support the Finance Minister in bis efforts to obtain financial sssis- 
tsnee from the centre. 

The Council of Ktsle passed 5 Bills adopted by the CentrsI Assembly. They 
were the Coal Mines Safety Act Amendment Bill, the Indian Com;»auie8 Act 
Amendment Bill, The Indian Aircraft Amendment Bill, the Insurance Act 
Amendment Bill and the Transfer of Act Amendment Bill. 

The liabour Investigation Committee set up by the India Government to in- 
vestigate the social and economic conditions of labour concluded their 7 day 
tour of Calcutta and left for Shillong. 


March 1944 

In the House of Commons, the British Government's regrot at the 
death of Mrs. Gandhi on Feb. 22, was expressed by Mr. B. A. 
Butler. 

Mr. B. A. Butler, President of the Board of Education, answer- 
ing a question in the House of Commons on behalf of Mr; Amery, 
about deaths in Bengal, said that the total number of deaths above 
the normal due to famine and disease in Bengal was estimated at 
8.500,000, covered only 816 families with a total membership 8,840 
spread over districts. 

Orissa's fourth war-timo Budget revealed a deficit of Bs, 10,86,000 
in 1944-45. 

Assam's Bndget estimates tor 1944-45 showed a deficit on revenue 
account of Bs- 10,40,000. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, Sir Beginald Maxwell, Home 
Membnr, in reply to Mr. K. 0. Neogy, said that ^ the provision for 
the expenses of Mr. Gandhi and those detained with him in the Age 
Khan Palace amounted to Bs, 550, a month, while that for the 
members of the Congress Working Committee amounted to Bs. 100, a 
month, each. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, Sir Henry Biebardson, leader of 
the Europeeii Group, asked the Finance Member to consider whether 
he had made isroviston for Bengal on a scale adequate to her plight- 

The Etogal Legiilative Assembly passed the entire Governsmt 
demand hi connexion with eupplem^tary eetimatee for 1948*44 amount- 
ing to Be, 86,24.48,000. 



II iHft mDiAir imrijit BioinatK 1 1 mjmm ^ 

fh* 0. P. Bodfrt for 19M^ wfMded ft mitpln of Bi. 1 oran- 

lb. If. A. Jimfth, ftddiMtiiig th« Aligftrh UnioD Mtil : ‘fhe laiait 

mif lo win*tlia wftr. is to oonoeds tiiePftkisIftii donaBd, wfaioh 

msftiis fr eo d om botii for Hindos ths IfosUois”. 

Bi the Pnniftb LsgisIfttiTe Assembly, qaestions islftUag to tbs 
SRoUUtory oitdsr by the Pnniftb GovaramsDi on lbs. Sendai Hftidii 
mnssksd. , 

The Bsofftl I isg Is Iftt i Te Assembly psssed in fnll, Bndget demands 
for gmnts under Administration of Jnstioe, Oo-rveration and Debt 
eonoilifttbn. 

The s es si o n of the All*Indift Eishan Sabbft began at Beswada. 
Besolations m the^ 'grievanees of the Statee* peopfes,' ‘defenee fimd.' and 
'sayingo eerti fi e at es * and 'food prooorement polioy' were mored and 

In the Central Legielative AsBemblys the Porte and Air Secretary 
annonneed an inoreaae in the rates of deameas allowance to aH Central 
Government employeese 

At a meeting hdd under the anepioes of the Cabmtla Mndim 
League in observanoe of 'Pakietu Day.' a resolution was passed that 
'PaUstan is the only practical way to attain real freedom.' 

Dr. Khan Sahib, leader of the Frontier Congress Parliamentaipr 
Party explained at Peshwar, the reasons why the Congress Party did 
not attend the Frontier Assembly. 

The Central Legielative Assembly by 66 votes to 46 rejected the 
nnanoe Bill in the form recommended by the Oovemor-GeneraL 

At a meeting of Indian Christians in Madras, with Mr. V* 
Chakkarai Chettiar in the chair, a resolution was passed demandmg 
the rdease of national leaders. 

let In Ike Bengal LegislstWe Oouneil, a defence of the Govcnmcntli Bndgel 
policy waa made by Mr. T. 0. Goewami, Finance MInbler, replying to me 
general debate on toe Budget. Varioue criticisms ooneemlog their departmente 
were also answered by other Miniaters. 

In the Bengal Legielstire Assembly, tumultuous scenes were witnessed prior 
to the voting on a demand by the Finance Minister, Mr. T. 0. Goswami, for an 
eiOBae grant of Bs. 133»3d0 to regularise certain expenditure. 

Ofiesst fourth war time Budget, presented in the Le^ative Assembly by the 
Ftnanoe Minister, Mr. Godsraris Mi^ re?ealed a defimt of Bs. lOMGa) in 
i0s4-4b. 

In Bind Laglslatire Assembly, the question arose whether the detention 
ol a member of the House as a scearity prieoner was a breach of privilege. 

In the Central Legislative Assembly, Mr. K. 0 . Neqgy asked whether it waa a 
feet that shins on the Indian Begiaters were commandmd to the purpose of 
local naval defenee from 8id. BeptembA, 1999 onwards and whether it was a 
tot that shins on the Indian Bskister were requisitioned to the carriage of men, 
msleriala and^unltions from Juy 1940 onwarda--to Asisul flaqne stated that 
to position os stated was enbetsntlally correct. 

MU Mr. B* A. Butler, President of the Board of Edneation, anewering a question 
In the Houae of kOemmona, on behalf of Mr. L. 8. Ame^, about deaths 
in to Bengal* amd tot from intomation in his p ossess i on it would ajmm 
tot to survey and report of the Anthropological Department of the uni- 
versity of Calcutta that the Stotsl number deaths nbove to normal due to 
tonine and disease In Bengal was estimated at SgSOOjOOO coveted osily 816 
tosilies with a total membership of 3^ sprmd over rij^t districts. 

Ihs Brltiih Govenunent^ regm at to oeath of Mrs. Gandhi on FIsb. 28 
was expresaed by Mr. B. A. Butler in to House of Oommons. 

nisni^t estimates for 191446, presented before both Honas of to Ammam 
legislslnie showed a dedelt on revenue account of Be. BMCyOOB 
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ii tte Hoow of Oommoi. diiiliic tie dtbftlt oa tie Xade (kfllaAmmi of 



•toined with msi lit the Age Khen Polaoe emoonted to 
■boot Be. 660 e mooth, while thei for the menben of the Ooncieei WovkiiiK 
OomBkittee emoonted to Be. 100 e month, eeeh. 

The Bengel LegleletiTe Aeeembly lejeeted bj VO folee to 70 en idJonmmeDt 
motion eenfniine Qoremment fOr henoine imblkMitloii of e Joint eletemeBt 
bj teedeii of different pertiee in the OppoeiUon orltleidnK eertein d b eerr e tioBe 
made by Mr. B. A. Hntchinise. Food Smtetery. Go?ernment of Indie, on the 
Bengel food eltnetion. 

In the Bengd LegiiletiTe Oonnell e plee for the edoption of e prooednie 
whidi wonid enable the Uppeir Honee to exerelae control over the eonroee of 
■npply of GoFemment wee pat forward Mr. Hnmeynn Kebir (Praia) daring 
the dbeuialon of the eapplementary demande for 1043-44. 


M. In the Central LeglalatiTe Aaaembly. Sir Jtrmj Ralamen. Finenoe Member, 
moved for reference to a Select Committee of hie BUI to emend the Income-Ttt 
Aet'to come into line with the propoeela he made in hie Budget apeeoh.'— The 
motion wee paaaed. 

In tlw Bengal LegieletiTa Aaaenibl;, • BUI deilgiied to control the working 
of oiphnnagae, whlowa* homea and other aueh inatitnUona aponaorad by Men. 
BL paaaed. 

In the Jtogel Legialative Council a reaointion anggeeting the appointment of 
a body like that of a Royal Commieaion to inquire into the qneetion of food 
ahortage in Bengal in 1042-43 waa paaaed. 


4th. The Federation of Indian Chambera of Commerce bogan ita annual meeting 
in New Delhi with Kumararaia Sir MnUiia Chettiar In the chair. 

The death oceurrad In Calcutta of Mr. 8. N. Baner]ee, a leading barrieter 
of the Cbloatta High Court. 

H. E. Mr. R. O. Oaeey, Goremor of Bengal, made reference to the place of 
education in echemee of reconatruction at the Calcutta Uiilvereity Oonfocatloo. 

H. K. H. the Niiam, In a meaaage to Indiana in Japaneae occupied territoriee. 
eaid; *Be patieut and don’t loee heart, for help cornea from God and riotorj 
ia near. 

Begum Zaher Tar Jung, preaiding over the lOth. aeaeion of the Hyderabad 
State Women’a Oonfetence, obaervra : *A great evil which prevaila among the 
people if the marriage of young girla. In our Dominion, there are 11 lakhe 
of widowe and chiid wiaowa below 12 yeara of age number over IQfiOO. 
Thia caata a alar on the community and it abonld be eradicated.” 

In the Sind Legialative Aaaembly the Premier. Sir Gbulam Huaaaln eaid: ’Tf 
want progreaaive pianning in thia province, you mutt have a etnble 

inietry. Ton cannot play at toppling down Miniatriea and attack Govern- 
ment lor not achieving long teima reaulta at the aaroe time.” 

In the Oriaea L^ialative Aaaembly, the Premier, the Hon. the Maharaja of 
Parlakimedi oaid that the Government had deetcM to eonatitnte a committee 
to go Into eadi individual caoe of detenuee and recommend about thdr releaae 
after examining the record of each. 


ith. The poet-war poeltion of induatriea eetabliahed during the war wae among 
aubjeeti diaeuaaed at the Federation of Indian Chambera of ComoMree and 
Indnetry (In New Delhi). 

•tb. The Central Legialative Aaeembly begen ite debete on the Bndget— Sir Henry 
Riefaerdion, feeder of the Europeen groop, eeked the Finenee Member to eonelder 
whether he bed made proviaion for Benw on a aeale adequate to her plight. 

Ia the Bengal Legislative Aaaembly. the queatioa of ehortime of Belt eopply 
wea taiaed whan anpplementnry demnnda for gnnta for 1043-44 came op tor 


TIh. Sir Soltan Ahmed, Member for Informettoo. Cbvemment of India, deeliiid In 
Sm Central Aaeembly in reply to Mr. K. B. Gopto’e qnceiion : ”J1ke eo-eaUed 
oftr of Indapendenoe by Japan to certain territoriei ehe baa oeeapled la a men 
fnede. She Inhahileati of then terifloriee pie fovenmd by J a p aneae adBlify 
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role nd tiidr eonditioa is saeh thst the Oofernmenft of India do not nttioh 
niieli i«f»ortenee to this pises of Jspansss propsicsnds. 

Tho Oonneil of Btsts beii^sn its dsbsts on the Bndfcst. Tbs Bsncsl L^gisUtiTs 
AsisiDbly pssssd ths entire Qoremmsnt demand in oonnsiion with the sappls- 
msntary sstimatss for 194:i-44 amoonting to Be. 36,24f4i^000. All ths cut 
notions moTsd by the opposition, eriticisiDg different aspects of OoTernmsnt's 
work were ncjsctm. 

In ths Bengal Legislative Council, the ^nestion of providing rations for bhag 
for Hindu del tin was raised by Mr. Haxidas Mazumdar. 

Ths G. P. Budget for 1914-45 revealed a surplus of Rs. 1 erore. 

Ths Assam Legislative Assembly passed the Finance Bill by 40 votes to 13, 
and ths Local Board Eloctions (Emergency Provisions) Bill bv 38 votes to 10. 

The Central Legislative Assembly concluded the general debate on the Budget. 

A Press Note from Madras stated : **The Goveniinent have now decided that 
all restrictions on grounds of marriage against the employment or retention of 
women in public service should be withdrawn.’* 

In the Punjab Asi^cmbly, a series of questions on Mr. Jaiprakssb Nsrsin, 
General Hccretary, Oongress Socialist Party, who was being detained as a State 
prieoner in the ritujab, were answered by Mr. 8yed Amj^ Ali, Parliamentary 
Beeretary to the Premier. 

In the Council of State, H. E. tlie Com roaiider-in -Chief, Gen. Sir Claude 
Aucbluleck, made an announcement that the Government of India had decided 
to give a further increase in the Indian Army )iay. 

A pamphlet waa issued by the Committee of Indian Congressmen On Ijondon) 
which stated inter alia : ’'A Congressman does not plead for mercy or '.clemency. 
He does not seek any inilitical concession from the British Raj. In vindication 
of his faith ho goes to prison if need be and thereby lays the foundation of a 
free India.” 

8th. A fund to be called the Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Fund, to be 
presented to Mshstms Gandhi on his 75th. birth day to be spent for the welfare 
and education of women in India, was proDOsed in an appeal issued by some 
forty prominent leaders headed by Pandit Madaii Mohan Malaviya. 

Toe Bind Assembly passed the entire Budget demand, 

•th. Mr. P. B. Seal, Chairman of the Tagore Society, (London) at a lecture said : 
”A move was being made for the placing of a bust of the poet in the Poet's 
Corner at Westminster Abbey.” 

In the Punjab Ijcgislative Assembly, members qiiestianed the cancellation of 
permission to Mr, Munllsl Kalia to attend the Budget session. Mr. Bhagat Ram 
Bharma asked for leave to table a privilege motion. 

loth. In the Bengal I.fegis]ative Council, the Government’s policy regarding 
allowances to security prisoners was explained by the Premier, Khwsja Sir 
Nazimuddin, replying to a debate on a non-ofiiciai resolution on the subject. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the Muslim League, addressing the Aligarh 
Uuion said : "The surest way to win the war which His Excellency the Viceroy 
consider his first job, is to concede the Pakistau demand, which means freedom 
both for Hindus and the Muslims.” 

lllh. The death occurred of Sir Lancelot Sanderson, a member of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, and a former Chief-Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court. 

12th. Mr. V. 8. Srinivasa Bastri, speaking at a reception given in hie honour in 
Bombay urgjBd 'the release of Indian leaders, freeh electione to the Provincial 
and Central Legialaturea. a representative Government at the Ceatie and ^e 
appointment of representative Indiana aa delegatea to the Peace Coaferenee. 

The Central Committee of the AIMndie Kishan Babha met at Bexwada and 
eonverted Iteslf into a aubjeots oommittee of the scesion, 

IHh. The Central Legislative Assembly by 60 votes to 48 passed Mr. Abdnl 
Qnaiynm’a (Oongfees) eat motion to reduce the grant under the head **Eaeeutive 
Oonneil” to one rupee, ae a mark of ’’refusal of anpplies.” The Oongrees, 
Moelim League and the Kationaliste voted for the motion. 

Thm wae no offer of xeleeee of Mrs. Gandhi eald tha External Affidia 
Beovelaiy JEr Olaf Cam, in tba eouiee of a refd y to Mr. K. a Gupta. 

of dMnwd Hbool 

tmAmwm vA ionnid dniiiig tbogaeofiOBOf BdnoHaa Ni<i<i 
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WM alw made to tin erhia throogb which adnealioB in tha ptovima waa 

Fuidit Madan Mohan Malaviya, In a ahorl alatainent from Allahabad, aaid : 
**11 18 manitotly uiijiiat to keep Mahatma Gandhi in detentton lor a moment 
longer after the Goviniment haa reeeiTed hie reply to the chargea which it ia 
aaid have been communicated to him. Truth demanda that Oaodhih ahoold 
be releaaed forthwith.” 

14th. In hie nreaidential addreee to the All-India Kiahan Babha Ooitference at 
Beawada. Bwami Bahajananda Baraawathi pot forward a demand for the 
releaae of Congreaa leadera and the eatabliahment of a national ^vernment. 
The President ezpreased hie oppcwitioif to the Pakistan aeheme and death with 
the economic probleme of the Kiaana. 

In the Pun)ab Legialativo Aaaembly. replying to a question, Mr. Maqbool 
Mahmud, Parliamentary Secretary to tlie Premier, said ; '^Eleven Coiigreaa 
mumbera of the Puiijub Asaembly were detained at present in jail with a view 
to preventing them from acting in any manner prejudicial to the public aafety.” 

'I'he Central liegielative Assembly passed by 5.> votes to 46 the Muslim 
League's cut motion sponsored by Btr Blohammed Yamiii Khan, asking for tha 
immediate appointment of a committee of elected members of the Central 
Legialature. aasiated by olHciala, to scrutinize government expenditure and 
anggeat economies. 

In the Punjab legislative Assembly, questions relating to the prohibitory 
order by the Punjab (loverunicnt on Mrs. Barojini Naidu were asked. The 
Premier stated that it bad been done to prevent her from acting in any manner 
prejudicial to the maintenance of public order. 

The Rengal Legislative Assembly passed in full. Budget demands for grants 
under Administration of Justice, Cu-operatioii and Debt Conciliation. 

In the Bengal Legialative Council, toe motions for referring the Bales Tax 
Bill to a Belect Committee were rejected. 


16th. The second day session of the All-India Kishan Babha was resumed at 
Bezwada. Bt solutions on '‘grievances of the Btates* peoples”, "defence fund and 
savings ceriificnics”, and ‘food )>rocurement iwlicy” were moved and passed. 

The Op)iosition parties in the Central Legislative Assembly combined to 
defeat the Oov*Tiiment. wlieii the House by 53 votes to 44, passed the Naiionaliat 
Party's cut motion, moved by Pandit Lakhmikanta Miiilra, to reduce the demand 
under the Horae Department hy Us. ICX) to discuss "the abuse of powers uuder 
the Defence of India Act and lliileK.” . 

The Council of Btale passed nitbout a division. Pandit Kuozru a resolution 
recommending that steps be taken for the manufacture of broad gauge lot^omo- 
livea ill India. . . 

The Punjab Legislative Assembly voted supplementary estimates aggregating 
to Rs. 25,100.000 moved by Bir Manoharlal, Finance Member. 

'J'he Bengal Legislative Assembiy rejected an opposition motion in connexion 
with the demand by the Excise Minisicr for a grant of lis. 25,20,000 under 

"Provincial Excise.” . ^ , t j 

In the Bengal Legislative Oouncil, further progress was made in the 
consideration of the Finaucc (Bales Tax) Amendment Bill. 


16th. In the Council of BUte, 6Ir. B. 11. Sen, Director-General of Food, moved lor 
consideration of the food situation in the country. , . .... 

in the Bengal l^islative Assembly, "General Administration” waa criUcized 

^*Ln the Central^Legialative Assembly, the Home Member. Bir Reginald Mu well, 
replylDg to the dabaie on the NationalUt Party cut| motion under ••Home 
D^tment”. aaid that the debate had proceeded aa though the Act .nd Rules 
were bronght Into exiatence and maintaining 


llie Houae of Comroona gave the third reading without diviaion to the India 
CAUnehasent of Btates) Bill. i . c j 

In the Central Legialative Aaaembly, an increase In the raM of dearoeae 
hnownnee to all Central Government emidoyeea and a special conoMion to 
emploTeea of the Poau and Telempba Department were nonounoed by th# 
Poela and Air BecreUry. Bir GuruoM Bewwr. 

Mr. L. 8 . Amery d^ined, in the House of Commone, to eomment on Hr. 


6 
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Sonomi*! inqato wbtlbir be had oontldand tlie pmldMitiai addraw gif«i to 
tha Fadantlon ofladiaa Ghamban of Commesee amphaafariog that tha dma had 
ama Idr the ralaaaa of politiaal laadera la detaotioo aod atoaiaing tha need of 
giaatar iadoatcial davatopmant ia India. 

17th. Ia tha Baagal LagialatiTa Ooaaall, a atatemant oa tha aalt poaidoo ia Bangal 
aad tha atapa nat ware being taken by Goremment to meat tha abortaga waa 
midt by tha Civil Bappliea Miniatar* 

Hie Oantral (i^alativa daaembly began tha debate on the Finanoa Mambar’a 
nodoo that tha Finanoa Bill be taken into eonsidaration. 

Tha Oonnoil of State laanmed ita debate on tha food aitnation. 

IMk Sir M. Viawaawaraya» delivering hia preaidential addiaaa over tha 4th. annnal 
oonlarenoa of the All-India Manafactorera’ Organiiation qt Nagpor, atreaaed tha 
nigent importance of indnatrialiaation of India in any plan of poat-war 
raeonatmetion. 

lha Bengal L^q^lative Aiaembly paiaed two Budget demanda under **Indnatriea” 
and **Oincnona.'* 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah inaugurating t&e annual oonfarenca of the l:^njab Mnalim 
Stodanta’ Federation at Lahore, put forward the claim that 69 per eent of the 
Mnalima of India, whether they were membera of the League or not, were 
behind the Leairae. 

leth. The AU-lndia Manufaetnrera* Oonferenoe concluded ita aeaaion at Nagpur.— 
The main reaolution relating to the indoatrial policy waa moved by Mr. Sakal- 
chand Q. Sbah. The reaolution deplored Government*! policy in not euoouraging 
any large acale indnatry inapite of the war. 

2aib. In the Central Leglalative Aaaembly, reanming the debate on the Finance 
Bill, Mr. T. T. Knabnamachari critioiied the new taxation propoad, the 
appointment of a number of experta in varioua Government departmenta, 
Government'a policy in regard to the eatabliabment of heavy indnatriea, the 
aelivitiea of the U. R. 0. 0. and the L C. I. and immobilicatton of India’a 
atarling bal ano^ 

Ha Bengal Li^alative Aaaembly paaaed the budget land revenue demand lor 
Be. 84.51,000 made by the Kevenue Miniatar. 

Sir B. S. Sarma, a member of the Indian Delegation who went on a lecture 
tour to Britain and America,, returned to India. 

Hat In the Central Lagialative Aaaembly, daring the general debate on the 
Finanee BilL Sir Vithal Chaodavarkar referred to me political aitnation in the 
country ana aaid that if the Britiah Government were aeriona they abould forget 
what had happened in the paat and without trying to apportion olame proceed 
to legialata on the liaea of making India aall-govaming. There were bound 
to be irrr sonoilablea but tbia ahould not detract tha policy of H. M. G. 

In the Bengal Lagialative Aaaembly^ Government attitude regari^ng public 
eomplainta aganiat the police and queationa of rdeaae of aacurity iriaonera and 
improvement of Jnila waa explained by Khwafa Sir Naximuddin, Cndaf Minlater, 
when the Budget demanda under **Police*' and *Jall and Convict Settlamenta* 
came up lor eonoideration. 

At a meeting of the Oouneil of the Bangal Provincial Mndim League, held 
in CaleutU, alleged atcempte by inleceatad pariona to piavant agrienltuxlata' from 
aelling their cro]^ to Govemmant were orittciaed in a raaoluthm. 


82nd. In the Oouneil of BtetCb Baja Ynrvera) Dutto Singh naked : *In it a feet 
that Government are goiim to hold the niaral elactlona of the Central Legialatnra 
aome time thia year T” Sir M. Uaman. Leader of tha Hbuaa aaid : "The Queation 


tha Hbuaa aaid : rEhe queation 


further extenalon of the life of the axiating Chambara.’’ 

In tha Punjab LegMtlve Aaaembly, tha Premier had to face a barrage of 
quea t io n a regarding tha prohibitory order on Mxa. Snojinl NaUUi during har 
viait to Lahore in Jan. 1841 

In dm Central Lcgiilative Aaaembly, die deba te on dm work of the Defanmi 
Ooneultative Committee took plaoe on n formal motton by Mr. C. M. TrivuS 
War Saerat^, for the alaetion at aiz maban of the iawimnlT tn the ffnmmltlMi 

Mr. Amary, Saeraltfy af ^Blaia lor Indl^movad nn nddian to be pranaiM 
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At the Rofil Emptae Booie^, Indian Higb COmmiMkM^ BIr Bnrail 
Baagattidluui, gava footaolei to Mv. JoAb Bamat^i £2Q7,20^(IOO--adM4^ 
plan tot Indfiu Ha hoped that Loid Wa?A wonld givt it hit Miipiil 
eonaidmtion.’* 


At a meeting held under the aneidoea of the Galontta Mnelini League In 
obeerfanoe of "‘Pakietan Day." a raolatioa reaffirming that "Pakiatanla the 
only praeiical way in Uie preient* eimainatancea to attain real fmedom and 
independence for the Mualim and the Hindu nationa" waa paaaed. 

The Bengal Council paeacni the Alienation 'of Agrienltnral land (Temporary 
ProTiaiona) Bill introducr-d by the Bevenne IHiiiater. 

In the Bengal LegiHlatiTc Aiaembly. the workiiif of the Ciyil Buppliea 
Department waa attacked from varioaa anglea. when, following the diemand 
by the Chief Miniater, for a grant of Be. 8^50.57.000 under "Ezlraordinacy ohargea 
in India", orer 20 cot motiooB were nioyed. 

In the (Antral LegialatWe Aaaembty. Sir Mohammed Yamin Khan (Mualim 
League) in reaumiiig hia apeech on the Finance Bill, advocated a Oonimittee of 
the Aaaembly to revise the D. I. Buies and auggeat amendmenta. 

About 6,8U,000 people died in the Bengal famine.— This figure was given by 
Mr. Amery in the Uonee of Gommone. 


24fk. In the Central Legialative Aaaembly. Sir Cowaaji Jehangir said that prise 
control mcasurea were the sheet anchor of Govern men t*a remedy againat 
inflation and they should fmpreae on the Provincial Govern lucnta its importancsi 

Ma)-Qen. Nawab Sic Umar Hyat Khan 'Jlwana died at liahorc.*— Sir Umar 
was A. D. C. to the King and a former member of the Heeretary of 
States* Connell. 

In the Bengal Legislative Aaumbly. the House turned down a Congreae 
cut motion in coiuiezion with the budget demand for the Civil SuppHaa 
Dei>Artveut. 

The 52nd. annual general meeting of the Indian Mining Aasocimtiou was held 
at the Bengal Chamber of Commerce (Galcntta). Mr. E. A. Paterson preakUng. 


26th. In the Bengal liegialative Aaaembly. Budget demands under Medieal and 
Public Health were passed. 

A declaration iiaued by the Bationaf Peace Connoil, a federation of 40 
separate organizations (London), said : **Self -Government for India is among 
conditioDa which must be fulfilled *if the goal of a war-free world ia to 
be achieved '* 


26th. The Congreae parly in the Central As»emb1y at its meeting in New Delhi, 
with Mr. Bhulabhai Deaai in the ehidr passed the following resolution 
"Bearing in mind the Congress policy and having considered the pieacnt 
eitnation, it is resolved that aa regards the attendance of the Congrcaa party in 
the Oiitral I^ielatnre, the matter ia left to the decision of the Iceoerin 
consultation with Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, and the party will not attend onleea 
invited to do ao by him.” 

Dr. Khan Sahib, leader of the Frontier Cougreaa Parliamentary Party, in the 
course of a statement by the Press at Pesbswsr explained the reaacma why the 
Congreae Party did not attend the Frontier Assembly. 

27th. The Central Legialative Assembly took up the general debate on tne Flnniioe 
Bill. Sir Henry Bichardson, leader of the European group, referred to the 
attitude of certain section of the Houae which Imputed to the BrlUeh 
€k>mmercial Community a wish to profit unduly by the circumatancea of the war. 

Mr. J. K. Mitter, presiding over the annual meetirg of the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce in Calcutta, supported Bengal's claim for a handioma 
contribution from the Central Government to meet her budgetary deficit 
In the Bengal Legialative Assembly, the "Grow more food" eampalgo ond 
other activities of the Agriculture Department were targets for criticitm whan 
the Budget demand for Ba. 1,29,51,000 under the head ^Agrieultnre** waa paa ee d . 

2801 . The Central Legislative Aaaembly. by 56 votes to 45. rc}ertcd the Fioenee 
Bill in the form recommended by the Qovernor-Oeneral. Tbe Howaa aleo 
rejected by 56 votes to 45. (he demand for e grant of Rs. 1B5,000 In laapael 
of the Information and Broadcaatiog Department.— The Cottgeeat. tha Unalfai 
League and (be Natiouallat parties voting ag«ns( the Government. 

In (he Bengal Legislative Aaaembly. (he Goveromeni'a irrigation poUey and 
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pracnimna wm expUuoad bj Mr. B. P. CommiiDiealioot «m1 Worki 
MlSattr. The Mlnirter** demaiid lor e great of Bi. 1,49,13/XU wee mmoI 
At e meetiog of lodiea Ohrietieas io Ifedrea, with Mr. V. OludEkerai Ohettier 
io the chair, e resolutioo was passed, demaoding the release of nstioiial leaden 
aod the settiag up of a National Gorerameat at the Centre and in the Prorincee. 

89di. The Central Legislati?e Aaaemblj disposed of demands for snppleiBcntarj 
grants and took up the Income Tax (Amendment) Bill. 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Qovernment’s famine relief activities 
were criticised m 'the Opposition. 

In the Council of State, the Finance Bill as recommended by the Viceroy 
was introduced by Mr. C. £. Jones, Finance Secretary. 

A Government communique issued in Calcutta, said ; ^The Bengal Governor 
has set up a body by whom matters of common concern to the Beogsl 
Goverameiti and the armed forces may be considered.** 

The High Commissioner for Canada, Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, in a apeech 
at Philadelphia declared that the British had made some mistakes during the 
ereation of the Britiah Commonwealth, of Nations. 

SOtb. The Central Legislative Assembly passed Nawabsada LU^uat All Khan*s 
resolution moved on March 1, recommending the appointment of a Committee 
with a majority of eleoted members of the Central Legislature to recommend steiw 
to be taken to introduce constitutional reforms in Baluchistan on linee similar 
to those in other Provinoes of British India. 

Ihe Council of State resumed the debate on the Finance Bill. 

In the Bangal Legislative Assembly, voting of Bengars Budget demands for 
1944-45 ended, when grants under 21 heads were sanctioned. The entire Budget 
was tfaus passed. 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, circulated in a Parliamentary 
reply the composition at the end of 1942 of the main parties and the elected 
members of the Legislative Assembly. 

tut In the Central Legislative Assembly, the War Secretary, Mr. C. M. Trivedi, 
gave details about the removal of boats from ceruiu areas as part of the 
denial policy. 

The Council of State passed by 27 votes to 13 the motion for consideration of 
the Finance Bill in the form recommended by the Governor-General. 

The Central Aasembly rejected without a division, Mr. M. A. Easmi's Bill 
for the Abolition of Whipping, 

The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, in a written Parliamentary 
reply gave the composition at the end of 1942 of the main parties in the Oentrm 
Assembly. He added that he bad no information regarding the number of 
members in detention. 


April 1944 

His ExeallsDoy B. G. Casey, Goventot of Bengal in a bnadoaet 
speeoh from Oalontta, expteased bia determination to avert the famin. 
of 1944 and prevent its reoarrenoe. 

The Mahareja of Burdwan, in his presidential address to the 
British Indian Assooiation, rafeonred to the food aitnation and s^d 
that the control pdoes of ri^ wen 800 p. o. higher than the pn-wnr 
prices. 

The Oonncil of State edopted a motion recommending that tha 
HU to codify the Hindn law mlating to marriage be refemd to a 
)dnt oommittee ol 18 memben of both Honeee. 

7 Indian acientista ware invited to viait England to meet and 
have dieooaaiona vrith vatioae aoientifio bodiee. 

In Um Honee of Commons, in reply to Ife Soranaon'e goaetionon 
bod diorlage in India and b m io i b Mir. Am^ aaid : **37 m eitBaUon 
dnpaMti iaignir uu nuM tnOvuraoii oi scopo dn Govanunaat of IfiHo 
laa pcoeara 0^ dbtribtite.** 


] OHB0N1OLB 0F EVENTS 15 

Mr. V. D. Bmrkar, Preridenk, AU-India Hindu MahasaUia, in 
duclariDg open the first session of the AU-India States Hindu 
Hahasabha Conference, made an appeal for oonsolidating all Hindu 
States in India which were great sources of strength to the Hindus. 

More than SOd Indian soldiers who had been prisoners of war 
In German and Italian hands returned to India. 

The meeting of the released Congress leaders and workers began 
at Lucknow. A resolution was « passed which stated : *'The Congress 
has always stood against all aggression and is committed to the 
defence of the country under all circumstances, ...The Congress made 
it clear that they had no sympathy for the aggressors, be they 
Japanese, Germans or Italians. That had been always their view and 
that view prevailed to-day." 

A proposal urging the application of the Bengal Government’s 
communal ratio rules to all administrative and ministerial appoint- 
ments of the University of Galoutta was rejeoted by the Senate of the 
University by 31 votes to 13. 

The Bt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri said in an interview with refereooe 
to the move to replace the **Pegg 2 Dg" Act : "My experiences of the 
way in which colour prejudice works out in South Africa does not 
enable me to be sanguine of the result." 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, the Secondary Education Bill 
was formally introduced. 

Under the order of the Governor of the Punjab, Captain Sardar 
Bhaukat Hyat Khan was dismissed from his office of Minister, Punjab 
Government. 

The Indian Information Service of the State Department (Washington) 
stated : "By the end of this year, India expects to have given the 
U. 8. A« Bs. 79,21,88,000 worth of goods and aervices through 
reciprocal aid." 

The Government of Bombay issued communiques ro ; Mahatma 
Gandhi's wealth. 

111 . His Excellency Mr. R. G. CaMey, Governor of Bengal, in his firat broadcast 
from Calcutia, declared : '*We are determined to aueceed and vra are going 
to aueceed, in averting the famine of 1914. 

The Federation of Indian Aanociation in Great Britain, in a Preas statement 
III London, **deplorcd the decinion of the war office in impriaoniog Mr. Sureah 
Vaidya and in not aocepttng hia plea that bis political conviction was a matter 
idr eonaeience with him ” 

2nd. The Maharaja of Burdwan, in hia presidential addreat to the annual meeting 
of the British Indian Association, made reference to the food situation in 
BoDgid^The control prices of rice, he eaid, were 3CX)% higher than the pre-war 
prteea and were beyond the purchasing power of the lower middle olsaeee. 

A Preie communique from New Delhi eaid— "In order to give prsetieal shape 
to their intention to Mfeguard the iniereeu of producers while enforcing a stnet 
policy of statutory price control in the intereata of coufomera, ibe Oovernmeol 
of India deeidei to announce their willingness to accept all wheat of average 


M. Tha Oatial.LMiiUti,, AaNmbI, concloded tiM Mata on the Iii0MB«4tx 
laHadaMBt nu and paiaed it 


onereu lor sate in sne uam aawiui’tiiiK mwumKtm ^ unjav, v. r. 

nd, at a price of Ba. 7-8 per md., shonld fall." ^ 

At the annual general meeting in New uwbi of m Angit^Indian and 
Domieticd European Asaoelation. AIMndia and Burma, Mr. Anthony. PrcMent- 
in-ohief emp^^ the feet, that after a long timo, tha Association waa treadhig 
ateaffily the mad to ftneneiel stability and streogtli« 
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lo tiM Central AMembly, the Honae paaeed witbont a difklon the Law 
Ifenber'a motion that the Bill to codify the Hindu Uw refating to marriaee 
be referred to a joint committee of both Houaee. 

4th. The Council of Btete adopted a motion mored by Mr. Becretary, leeiela- 
tive Department, corcnrring in tlie reeolation paeaed in the legiilatiTe Aseemblv 
recommending that the Hill to codify the Hindu Law relating to marriaem 
be referred to a joint committee of the membera of both Houaea. 

A Prcsa Note from New Delhi atated, *’IneitatioDB on behalf of Bia Majeatp’a 
Gomnmcnt are bling extended to aeven Indian ecientiate to Tiait EDeland 
for aix weeka to meet and hare diacuaaiona with eariona acientific Mtea.*’ 


h. In the Central Legislative Aaaembly, Sir John Thorne, in reply to Mr. J. J. 
Kriahnamaehari. said that 115 peraona detained by or at the inatanoe of the 
Central Government or under orders of Chief CommiBsionera*had been told the 
grounds for their detention as required by Ordinance 111 of 1944. He had no 
separate information al>ont membera of the All-India Congress Committee 
The Central Aaaenibly concluded discussion on the U. N. B. R. A. Agreement 
and pMsed the following motion :^**Thia Assembly approves of the U. N 
R. K. A. Agreement alined in Washington on November 9, 1043. In 

expressing iis approval this Assembly rocummenclM that any area important 
to military operations of the United Nations which Is stricken by famine 
or disease should be included in the benefite to be made available by the 
'U« N. Bi It. A.** 


The Council of State debated a motion approving the U. N. R. R. A. Agree- 
ment signed at Washington on November 9. 1943. 

A Government J'loss Note said : “Bepreaentaiives of Muslim Usgue, Hindu 
Mahasabha, ('ongress, Commuriists, Labour organizations and the Radical 
Democratic Party arc to be included in the Food Committees, which aie Mng 
set up througliout Bengal, to secure the co-operation of all sectiens of tim 
people at every stngc of albii^ation and dietribution of supplies, as well as in the 
task of general relief and rehabilitation.’* 

Brimsti Kamala Devi, President-elect and members of the Standing Committee 
of the All-India Women’s Conference were accorded a civic reception in Bombay. 

4lh. Mr. Amery. Secretary for India, replied in the House of Commons to a 
question by Mr. Sorenson (Lab.) who wanted to know if adequate preparations 
had been made to avoid the possibility of a recurrence of grave food shortage 
and famine in India. He said inter alia: “Although rice will be in short 
supply in Malabar, tlie Deccan and Bombay, no serious shortage is anticipated 
The siliiaiion depends largely on what proportion of crops the Govertimrai of 
India can procure and distribute,** 

The Council of State passed Mr. F. N. Sspru’s resolution recommending 
Immediate cteps to secure the withdrawal of the Regulations restricting the 
entry of Indian immigrants into Kenya. 


Tib. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, in the course of his Presidential address at the third 
meetiog of the Non-Party Leaders* Oonference at Lucknow, observed : ’'Thai 
there ia deep resentment and a keen aease of frustration at large, I have not 
the least doubt. That it is unwise in the larger and abiding interest of India 
and England to allow the present SUte of things to continue in the provinces 
any longer, 1 am equally dear. It ic absurd to mortgage the future of thie 
countty by pUnniiig post-war reconstruction and development schemes without 
giving the duly ^elected Legislatures a fair and free chance of expressing 
themselves on the expediency or desirability or feasibility of those nlans 
however well meant they may be.” ^ * 


th. Srimati Kamaladevi Ohattopadhya, presiding over the annual sesaion of the 
All-India Women’s Goofercoce in Bombay, declared : **The entrance of women 
Into extrn-doroeetie aetivilies baa to be welcomed, for it providm a wider field 
for their talents, breaks the relative augr^ation of women as a sex and relaxea 
the reatrictiona that otherwise narrow their fnnotions.** 


1^. N. a Seognp^ presiding ov« the Bengal and Assam Lawyers’ Conference 
in Onlctttta, urm the eepnmtion of the judiemry from the Executive. 

The lelesse of ail political antl-Faeriat prieoona throughout India waa urged 
in a ^lutlon mooted at n Oimfmee of Urn Cto-operative Party (LondoiS 
under the Ohalrmanehlp of Ifr. Alfred Bunee* ledKmr Member lor Etet Hem. ' 
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IJhi Eute MNioii cl the lodlaa Afeademj of Seienoai wii held et the 
Uniweity Baildiog el Ghepeak. 

Sir O&oia Bern, addreming Ihe ennaal eefleion of the All-Indie Jel 
Mehe^he el Lyellpur, replied to Ihe crillcUm of the Jet Meheeebhe by Mr. 
^nneh in hie opeeehee el Lahore. 

Ihe South Afrioeo Hindu Oonferenee wee hi«ld el Mertceburp:* under the 
enepieee of the South Afrioen Hindu Mehenebhe. It wee attended by SOO 
delegetee repreeenlmg ell Hindu reUKtona end edueetlone! indtituticuifi throuKh- 
out Ihe oounlry. 

Hh. Preeiding orer e Pekiaten Conference el Oeye, Sir Kikaimuddin, Chief 
Miniater of Bengal, aeid that Britdin, which had accepted and coueidfd die 
principle of Pakistan for India, would be forced to concede the Muslim demand 
in full, in view of having to recognize similar demands from other |ierU of 
the world. 

Mr. V. D. Saverker, Preaident of the All-India Hindu MahasebhA, in an inter- 
view el Shimoge, aeid : '‘There is e general idea that the States, particularly 
Hindu Stales, ere e kind of impeditneiil in the way of progreaa. 'Thai idee, 
to my mind is, under the present circumstances ebaoliitely inc^orrect and 
harmful.** He added that the Hindu States were eeiitrrs of power of Hindudom. 

lOth. At a Press Conference in Oalcuite, Mr. Tamizuddiii Khun, Education 
Minister, Bengal Government, explained the main providons of the Secondary 
Education Bill which the Government proposed to in trodnoo Ue novo iu w 
Bengal Assembly. 

The CommoowesUh Conference concluded in London, after pasaing a 
resolution reafiirming its belief that Mr. Gandhi’s immcdiste release would be a 
demonstration of the British Government’s goodwill. 

Presiding over the 2nd. session of the AIMiidis Brshmin C<niforence si 
Amritsar, Dr. Radhsltumud Mookerji. Vice-Ohancellor of Ihe Lucknow University. 
Slid that the Punjab was the home of vedic culture. He added that India had 
always remained a single unit and was indivisible. 

Mr. V. D. Savarksr, declaring ot^en the first session of the All -India Btatai 
Hindu Mahasahhs Conference in Yadiinsgsr, made a passionate and spirited 
appeal for ooneolidating all Hindu Biates in India which were great souices of 
strength to the Hindua. 

llth. At an informal conference of Hindu leaders at Lahore, a resointion was 
adopted making a call to the Hindus of the Punish to close ihcir ranks and 
to see that no support direct or indirect was given to the formation of s Muslim 
League Ministry in the province. 

Mr. A. K. Fszlul Huq, ex-Prenier of Bengal, in s sutement wcUomed the 
decision to call a conference in Delhi of Nationalist MuKlima from all over India 
on Mny G, 7 and 8 to consider the aiUiation in the cMiiitrv. 

The South African Hindu Mahasshha Conference hy a large majority passed 
a resolution asking that priests who perforni(<d Hindu marriages he given 
power to register marriiiges in the same way as priests of ihe religions. 

12th. Mr. Clarkson, Minister for the Interior, in ilie Union Assembly (B. Africa) 
said that it was necessaiy for Africans to have a true pers|iective of the 
poeitiOD of Indians and Europenikb in Nstsl. 

ISth. The death occurred at his CaioiitU residence of Mr. prafnlls Kumar Barker, 
Editor of the "Anaoda Bazar Pstriku” and a dire -tor of that journal and the 
"Hinduathan Suiidard." 

14fh la the hoiatiog of the Congress flag illegsh? 'J*l»e point was raised by Mr. 
M. B. Ahmad, i.c.8., Sasaions Judge, ryzabad, in orJeilnir i.he retrial of K* H. 
Dhagal, a Congressman, who bad been sentcncid to one year H. I. and a fine 
of Ra. 200 for lioiatlng Congresa flags over the Gandhi Ashram at Akbarpur. 

IStk. Mora than 300 Indian soldiers who had l^een prisoners of war in German 
and Italian hands returned to lodts. 


Ifitb. The annuel general meeting of the Bengal Provincial Hindu Mshsssbha 
him in Calenita. Dr. Shy am s Prasad Mookeneeprcuded. ^ 

Tlie Mahaaabba mt Ba. 5,52,449-10-8 and disinimted a^ul |2,4^ mda. 
loodgraina besidas 64;i47-2-l0 worth of clotha and blanks, Bs. 1^,440 wo^ 

Of juu and Be. worth of medleioei epert from 500,000 quiniiia Ublele. 
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Thej tfnetlj maintdaed 227 oeotna in 24 diitticta io BeDgal, Miriag 107,727 


psrtool* 

Id tb«i emirtte of hie prflsideuUftl oddreM at Jubbulpore, to the All-Iudia 
Mawlim EAlucnttonal Conference, fciir Azisal Haque, luduMtriee and CiTil iSuppIiee 
Member, Qovcnimenl of India, mid : ^The eBtabliehnieni of an inatiiate of 
edence and technology at Aligarh was recommended by a committee of winch 
Prof. A. V. Uill, bir Zianddiu, bit bhanti bwarup Bliuiuagar were among 
membera." ^ 

17th. The meeting of the Gongreaa leaders and workers released from jail began 
at Lucknow, Balm bampurnanaiid, ex*£dueation Minisier, U. P. was io the 
chair.— L>r. N. K. Katju moved the resolution rtlstini; to JaM..t'.irSi! ii.roads into 
Assam, which ran as follows : 

'^'Ihia meeting views the inroads made by the Jatiainse troops into Assam 
with grea^ concern. It expresses its symiiathies i'or tin* ifople of Assam who 
already sfiicted by fiiiniiie have now to Huffer the hmdihips and ordeal of 

invasion While reiterating tho Congress attitude tow aids iinia:nali^n), this 

meeting expresses confidence, that, despite all diiticnltios aiut iiu pediments, the 
people of Assam will resist the Japanese attack with all the strength at their 
command. Tiie Congress has always stood sgainst all aggrthtiou and is 
conimitt^ to the defence of the country under ail circumstances." 

A Government of Iiidja Resolution, accepting certain cuts made by the 
Assembly in the Budget, said inter alia : 

'*The amendments to the Finance Bill will not rcBult in any maternd alteration 
of the estimatoH for 1944-45 as previously adopted and nu chungc has accordingly 
been made therein, 

the not result the net estimated revenue deficit for the year 1944<4r) has 
not undergone any change.** 

A meeting at. Caxton Hall (London) organized by the “Frte India Now** 
movement passed the following resolution : 

‘‘This meeting of Indians and British sympathisers, in view of the present 
crisis, demands the immediate and nnconditionai release of all ixiUiicul prisODers 
in order that they may take tho lead in forming a NalicMial Government on 
the basis of the coinplete inde|>eiidcnce of India.** 

In the Bengal Legislsttve the Agriculture Minister. Khan Bahadur 

8. M. Hossaiii, exolsincd Govcrniiu’iii’s policy regarding the “l»row More Food** 
campaign, answering qinsiiuns uii the suhpvt. 

A resolution, proclaimiug that Indian neoph under uaiional leader alone can 
effectively rally India's strength for her diftnce and survival and demanding 
the release of all political prisoneri* so that h NiiPonai Gr.vcriinicui can be 
formed, was pssecd at a inceting of Indian wurktirs in Itiast Loiiilon. 

Maulana Ohcidiiilah, Chairman of ]itvei>tion Cornmituc of the Sliid 
Jamiat'ul-ulciua said at Karachi : ’*My head and lieart are not like those of 
many other Indian Muslims. 1 think on the lines of citizens of present day 
European countries.*’ 


letb. Mr. Amery told Parliament that the whole campaign for creating mass 
sabotage and ' for paralysing the activities of the Government of India was 
almost certainly one for which Congress lesders were riponsible. 

At the meeting of the rcleas^ Congress leaders at Lucknow, Dr. Katju 
ill moving the resolution exprcHsing concern at the Japanese threat to Assam 
referred to the resignation of Congress Miinstrics and said that its main cause 
was that Indians were not consulted by the British Government on the question 
of liuiia’e active partiripation in tho war against the aggressors in Eiiroiie.— 
The CDiigross made it clear that they had no sympathy for the aggressors, 
be they Japeiiese, Germans or Italians. That had been always their view and 
that view prevailed UMiay. . . . 

Mr. N. B. Sarker, presiding at a meeting in Calcutta, said that any plan of 
reconstruction would require a great measure of interference by the State in the 
economic life of the inaividual, and such interference could be justified, end 
would be tedermted. only where p«*op]e had implicit confideuce in the Government 
and believed that thie would lead rapidly and effectively to the goal of **Four 
Froedoaia'* for India. 

In the Bengal Legielative Assembly, relerencf to Government relief meaeuree 
for dcatitutea among Scheduled Gsstea was made when the Revenue Minister 
said that the Government had not ao far received sny specific complaint. 



OHBONicijs OP rinsirn « 

Tbi Bciifcal L ^ iW H ii Ccraneil ooMkievrd tfc« EnlNiBkiiieitt (Ate««dmiii) Bill, 
A Pmt cMMiijtue from New IMhl aoid N«iioo»l Dt^feueo 

Cuttneil** met ml tbe Virora^V Hoiiee. Hk Kaerliiiey Ibe Vioerof prniiaed. 

A lepon fnm MiamiesburK auted : **Aa Imiiorfatit deeiaioii the 

likdfeN PaforiBg Act Iim lieeu ukeii m the vmiu of dmetn^iooe the 

}*iinie Miiiiater eoa MiniMter Of the liiteriur oti the One heed, end e dit|iuteiiou 
Iftfm Neiel which fodudcd emmbere of the Netet lodlen Oongrtee, 

19tb. lo the Bcngel Legklelive Aeeembly, e protMwel to eive Che Bengal Onvern- 
mem dieerctionerj iiower to greni relief to compeNiee ibei would be li«ble to 
double uxetioo under the Agrieulmral locome-tex Bill, wee diaeueacd, when Um 
debece OH the Bill wee reeumed. ^ 

Mr. B. Q, Kbeperde, Preeideiitk AIMndie Stetee Hindu lleheaebbe end Vice* 
PrcHidenc^ Hindu Meheeebhe ieeiied e eUu*meni re : Sir Aiianl Heque'a 
retnerk* in the eouree of hie eddreaa to the All Indie Muelim £iiuoetioi>el 
Coriferenee. He eeid : *Thet e member of the OoTerii meat of Indie i houtd 
go out of hie wey to dUciiM t*oUtice when M|ie«kiiiK on cdiioetion end tliet e 
puMon of Sir Aiiaul Ueque'e eteudiiig end eUtiie ehould mnke three ebitord 
•iHCemenie end tbet the Viceroy end the Goferiimeiit of Indie eiioiild ellow 
thie to imtie itniioticed eiid give letitude for deepening the preeeiit pulitioel 
bttrerneee t« to bo deeply regretted, but ttv re it ie." 

l>r. 0. Vniereghevecherier. former Prenident of ilie Indien Netionel Oongreae 
and AU-Indie Hindu Mahaaebbe peened awey et Salem. 

rOth. In the Hoiiee of Gomtione, in reply to Mr, Soreneoii re : U. N. R. R. A. 
Hr, Atnery eeid that the dccieion ae to whet metierN eiiould bo dieen»<ecd et the 
meeting of the Council of the U. N. R. K. A. did not reel with the Britieh 
Govern meiit. 

*J he B'^tiiiel T^ieletive Aeeembly accepted by 110 votee to 75 an emendireiit, 
moved by Mr. J R. Welker, Deputy lender of the Eiiroiiean party, aeeking to 
give fiovi nimeot dieoreiionary power to grant relUf to eompnniee that would 
be liable to double taxiitkiii under the Agriciiltiirel Income^'lax Bill. 

Mr. Qopinaih Bardotui, tz- Premier of Aa»>am. in an interview at Gaubetl, aeld, 
The fnci that iVe Japa have eet ilieir foot on Indian eoil makee it more 
finterative no tlie part of the Britiah Government to change ib^r ademeiiiioe 
policy. Any fiinlkcr deiay by tlic Governinent would profit none.** 

51r. Amery t ^d the Uouae of Commitne tlmt inqiiirlen were being made 
rr'gHrding the proleat of certain Britiah corrtepoudtnhi in Indie egeinat aupprcaaion 
of their report a. 

3181. Tn 'be BrDL^al L^uitlative Aeaembly there wwa a diaeneaioii regarding the 
of ibe n-Hlizatioii of tbn ediieatioii craa in Ohinaeong l>i%it>inii. 

In tlie Bengal L^gialative Conortl, 2 Non-nffi. ial Bilia came up hT coneideration. 
One waM tlie Oipliaoagea and Whlowa* Hniiiei* Bill (aa pnaaid by the Acaembl) ) 
and the oiliir ilie Anaiaem'ni Houae Nuiaance Preventn n Bill. 

The Chief Miniater Mniiiiuiic*'d in the Bi-nval A*>a^roblv : Va»fiioii to the 
full payment of the amount recMtmniMidid by ine Bengal Government aa coin* 
ppiiwiiion fur damage to projierty «*ait«*etl l»y aeroplane arcidi iiia that look piece 
in Kidderpore in Mey laat haa now been revcivid from the Government of ll•dia*'• 

22od. A propoael urging the application of ti»e Bengal Govern menl'a communal 
ra'io rubs to nil edmieiaiietive and miniaieriwl aptadtiimeiita of the Cniveraiiy 
of Cahuttft wan itjecod by ibe Senate uf the Dnivereii} by 'tl vu'ca »o 13 
8»diir Hiiroam Siogh. Prcaiderit, Cenifal Sikh League, and eevcral O b«r Sikb 
merolicra of the Putipib Aaaembly iaauid ihe foihtwiiig alahiiieiil ; “We 
have fidinwed the cuii*pkverae> between the Unioniata and Jbe Mnelim 
LMgue. The aiiuatiiiii vitally aflr»eia the Siki* Otnimuidiy We. lliefeJure, wieh 
to make It clear iba» nc wnbaieudiog oor ilifT- renrea «i h the ITiihmiet Party 
we are op(a>aid to ihe toimatioii nf a Moalim le-agiie Coalbl ii \liiibtry in the 
PuojHb end eziwet the* no Sikh mf mkr of tl'c AaM-mhly. inclifding the irveent 
6tkb Minister, wilt Join the 51uaiim L egue C«mlitioii MtiiStiy." 

*lrd. The Director of Piil'lic Inairni tion Ibngal. r mwinnheteil an ord«r of the 
Bengal Gov* rnmHit to the Govi ruing Con mi'ttc of tt e Bi« Jaf«>ohaii Coihge. Bain..!, 
that unhee they removed from the a aft ol Ibe College, liof. Mi»»a Sail t lent be 
Ohoeb, Prof. Prefiille Chekrever*.y end Prut Sudnir, the OuvernmenCe gteiit*iii* 
•id would im etopptMt 
7 
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141^. WL Bon. BtIbItm Baolri in • pnm Intfrrifw (in Mndra^ reUrrnu 
Ihi MOO to mplM tlM *FlKglii|^ Act bj nn Ordlnur'*^* a| the NntAi Atlmini., 
ttniHOB, itM s *!• tbit nnything more thin Inee-^^j^ving**— **It In i<k» hoou lo 
f^oiee . Mf csperieoee of the my is nrhieh eoluur . bodice worki out in 
& Afrien aoeo not eonble me to be eengitifie of the ** 

In the Bengnl LegiotAiWe Aeoembly, the tfccouu&iy B.Iikh i«;ii i\ii\ 
formnlly Intiodnoed. 

2Stln Khnn Bobednr Q. A. Doseeni, fireeiding et the ennuai nf tlie Maalim 

Obnnber of Oommerce in Oaleaite. fudd : **Oatoidt) Ci>lciitta, ii is cliTi^uli lu 
yiocare eeU nt eny rensoneble price.** 

In tbe Bennl Leidsletite Aseembly, the second resdins: of the A/rirultiiral 
Inoone-Tns Bill wm concluded erben practicoliy the entire prot'm'in^e nert. 
devoted to the oonsidemtioiii of tbe eebedulc laying down the rate of laxaiion. 

In the Bengnl Legivlntive Connell, the Embankmrnt. Bill ivaa f^naaid without 

nnj nodiflention. 

Dr. B. B. BloOnJi, In bU Presidential address at the Bar nU S-nte IJindn 
OoDferenoe, ssid : **I ask Hindus* to be united and in b*; coir i nu Mia! v fui the 
nlsrt beeauss no nation or no eomntniiiry can live or thrive is not ou thu 

alsrt to defand itself when attacked.*’ 

26tk. It waa offiolally announced ’at Lahore that under the onlers of dn* Govcrnoi- 
Of tbs Punlsb, Captain Sardar Shankat Hyut Khan bud been diaiui:ic«cd innn 
his office of Minister, Puniab Oovernment. 

The third reading of the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill began in the Bengal 
Legisladve Ataemblv. 

Mr. Churchill told the House of Commoiis that not only the so.tTtitary nf 
State for India but Sir Firos Khan Nn.jn and the Mahni-t^i t or K t*«hrair Wouid 
both be present at the meeting of the Dominion Prime Mii is lo l. ^ridou. 

S7tb. The Secretary of State for India, Mr. Amery, 1 ) 1 . 1(10 h Kt^tcnn nt in the 
House of Commons on the duties of Gen. Auchinlrck. C-in*C., D diu. He MRid : 
”Qso. Auebioleek isC.dn-C., of U. M's. forces in India :intl ia W.^r Mea.ber of 

tbs Oovcmor-Qenersl’s Executive Connell In the Poier capacitv he apeaka 

on behalf of tbe Government of India in the Indian Legislature in ivsucct uf 
military matters and on the war itself as it affect h Indio” 

Tbe Bengal Legislative Assembly passed the AgricnltuMl tiicome- I't^x Hill. 

The Indian Information Service of the Sta;e Dcpcriro^it ( Wii.hington ), 
observed : ”By the end of this year India expects to have the U. S. A. Rs. 
79,21, 88.0Ci0 worth of goods and services through reciprocal sid.” 

Tbe Jinnah-Khisr Hyat Khan talks dually broke down at L:ihore. 

21th. Tbe Bombay Government issued the following eominuniqne : '*.\ltbiivh M-. 
Gandhi has no recurrence of fever he has not lecovered from his recent ‘ foUs> k 
as well as was hoped. Hie general condition is weak and is caui^ing some 

anxiety.** 

Dr. Meghnad Saha, presiding at the All Bengal Collfge and University 
Teaehars* Oonferenoe at Howrah, made an appeal to Govern ineiit to dron the 
Secondary Education Bill and to call a conference of ednestionists to 
its provlsians from the point of view of pure educational reforma. 

21tti. A Bombsy Government Communique ssid : '*Mr. Gandhi was examiord 
t^sy by Msfor General Candy, i. m. b., Surgeon -General to the Government of 
Bombay. His rsport shows that Mr. Gandhi's condition has ahown a fair 
dagres of imi^vemmt since Testerduy. As a result of his attack of 

Msisria, be has still s considerable degree of unaemia and his bhvyl nressur** reach <1 
very low levels, but sines yesterday they have improved aitl)etaiiiially. He is in 
IBQod SfArits. He has been advised to take more nourishment and tonics. 

His Bxcfllency Mr. R. G. Casey, Governor of Bengal, at a press conference in 
New Delhi, said that he bad already expressed in his broadcast a large measure 
of confidence aa to tbe non -recurrence of famine in 1914. He had ssid by way 
oi qualification, that every aectiou of the cororonnity in Bengal should phy up. 

SOIb. A Bombay Government Oommuniqu' said ; "Mr. Gandhi's eondition lu^s 

eonlitiued to Improve. Nc further bulletin will issued nnlfss necessary 

Dr. B. 0. Roy, who bappena to be paaaing through Peons, him made h 
request to be allowed to examiue Mr. Gandhi and this request has been 
granted.” 
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1h« fta}d» Mmlim Lwrm OaitawM adopltd • NMhrtiw ittaHag to toa 
dimiMl at eapt. SIwakat Ujst Khaa Iraai tha PuU lltoiMT. 

Satdar Baida? KaKh, in a atattnaat on tha I^afu Hiaiato riM toatoapMit 
aaid : *To di?tda tba prapla of thia prarinaa by agRtaratiag oomnaal Mmhmm 
at thia time aonld be a |ioaiti?e danRtr to all eoBeamad.” 

May 1JM4 

Mahatma Oaodhi was released nnocmditioDallyo Ptodil Madaa Mohaa 
Malaviya, in a statement on Mahatma Gandhi's release« said : **He 
ought not to have been arrested at all and the OoTemment haTt set 
right a grave act of injustice. 

Prayws were offered for the speedy recovery of Mahatma Gandhi 
at meetings held in various parts of the country. 

The issues in dispute between the Government and the oppositionists 
over the Bengal Secondary Education Bill were discussed round-the- 
table in Calcutta with representatives on either side* 

Mr. L. S. Amery, replying to a question re : scope of the 
Conference of Dominion Premiers, particularly with reference to India, 
said : The proceedings of tha Conference of Dominion Prime Mmisters 
arc confidential.*' 

Mrs. Durga Prasad, the dismissed Lady Superintendent. Lahore 
Corporation Girls’ Schools, was reinstated under the order of tha 
Punjab Government. 

With reference to the reply of Mr. Jinnah to the Hindu Ministers 
of the Punjab, Dr. B. 8. Moonje, Vice-President of the Hindu 
Mahasabha, characterized it as ^'arrogant and insulting.” 

Nationalist Muslims in New Delhi passed a resolution asking for 
the formation of a National Government. 

Mr. Amery stated in the House of Commons that Mr. Gandhi 
was released solely on medical grounds. 

H. n. the Aga Khan, in a message to the people of India, 
expressed bis confidence in tha sense of justice of the British people 
in dealing with Indian v/ishes and claims. 

Dr. Jivraj Mehbi, Mr. D. Patel and Mr. J. P. Hutheesiog were 
released unconditioually. 

In a letter released for publication, Mahatma Gandhi wrote to 
Mr. Jinnah. *'why should not both you and I approach the great 
question of communal un^ty as men determined on finding a common 
solution.” 

khan Bahadur Hashem All Eban, presiding over a meeting in 
Calcutta, held under the joint auspices of the Bengal Provincial 
r.«ague-a-Ba9ul and ihe Jainiat-ul-uleroa, said : **PakiBtan is a n eg atton 
of Islamic principles.” 

In the House of Commons, the question of responsibility for the 
censorship of private letters was raised by Mr. W. Astor (Con.). 

Mr. L. S. Amery, replying to a letter written to him by several 
Labour M. P.'s, said ; ‘ Mr. Gandhi's release was not effeoied with 
libe intention of releasing other Congress leaders.” 

His Excellency the Governor-General decided to extend the life 

the existing Council of State and Legislative Aseembly a 
further period of one year from October 1. % 
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The Delhi Provincial Jamiat-Ql-ntaiiia adopted a resolotioo demand- 
ing the immediate and nncomiitional release of all political priaonete. 

'1 be n. P Govi'inment promulgated a Beetrictioo of Food Coammp- 
tion Order. 1944. 

Mr. V. D. ^avar1car, President of the All-India Hindu Mahaeabha, 
donated a sum of Be 60,000 for the propagation ol Hindu Saogathan 

movemenr.. 

let. Pr. B- wfiit^*0 (hr Age Ehen Pelare end riamiiird Mahatme Gandhi. 

M-iltk Khizi Hyni Khen, Preniitr ot ilir riiiijgb, in a |>i«>h eigunient Iroai 
LehiMi*. l•(l||llH(iirl«(l hl'Kiikei H>Nt Kl en'e neltnifiit ihat Le hbd givin 

III li e Prrniiir hie rt>i|ineiioii a arek b*fiie hie cihsneeal. 

rad. T)*e OtiTcriiniriit nf Bofn>*ey ieeiitd (he fn'lnaina coinmniiiqne on Mahelma 
Oendhi’e ht'Nhh ; * Hr. B. lioy. alu* czemiiird Mr. GMiidlii, yeeteiday, hea 
etilimiiied n reiKiri to ihe (tiiV(*rtiiii<‘!>t ahirh aut.|;e*>te iliMt fbr iinproviriiiriiioiretTvcd 
hy M'l). Orneral on Siiuirdey hee imi lireii ahi lly maintaiiird Ahh<*U|>h ilnre 

in nil imirrenci' of Irei r end Mr. (•Miidlii ia in rln-i rfnl ei irii. ilit level ot bl«H d 
l^reeiirr vaitiiot be r*uHided as »>auef».cU»ry. A funher caHininHiion by e|<eiittiis(s 
In liHiig rarricd oni.** 

The ■land lakeii up hy Mr. Jiiineh diiPtng the tnlka with the PiinjAh T'lrntter 
in roiineriioii with hie propoeiil to form n Lrevtie CoHitiion Mmie’ry in the 
riinjtb wee ezpleitod in n atehinriit iaeuad by him in re| ly to the atateinent 
laHiitd by the iHin-Mnalim MtiiiHiere. 

Sid. The Governnieiit of Bomhey i-ened the follnwinif communique : **Tber>=?haB 
been eome woreeiiing of Mr. (tendhiV anni^nitc ronilitioii eiol hie hlood preeenre 
bse fallen further. Hie gMo-ral ecindiiiiui ie lurain giviii|i rite to eome Mikicty.** 
Cept. JSlieukat Hyst Kheii, in a Preen eMitnment, contredicfii tlit Pii<;j»b 
Pr roh*r*s staisment oil hie lOept. Hyat Khnira) diemiseal from Cla^ PiJiijeb 
OaMUii't. 

The teeue in diepnte lietween the Government and OppoettiODis^a over the 
Beiigel Beooiiditry Kiliic 'ion Bifl, were lUariieaed lOiind- the -table in CnlruttH. 
JJr hhyema Pr^ead Moo'keijoe and four oihers repreamiiHi the t ippo-iMon, 
while the Chief Minister and Ittur Of hie cul!eai;ut'a in the cabinet atunded on 
behaif df the A tavern men t. 

4th. Sir N. N. Pircar, Sir B. P. Sinph Roy, Hir Badridaa Goenkn, Mr. N. R. 
Parker and Mr. G. H IhrU rent a lelrjimro to the Piivatc Sfcrcijiry lo me 
Viceroy, apiKiilioK to Hie I X('< henry to relcaae Mahatma Gandhi inimediately 
** ill view 01 Ilia coiniiiued i'.luiea which ia caiibiiiK serious anxiety all over the 
country.** 

^ A(>ro ‘os of a reH -lusioii of Central Btr.ndin^ Committee of the A'.Miidia 
Hbia Piilrtical Corifereiiec authorizing; ita P^e^^llellt to negoiiate with Mr. Jinnah 
on the qneation ol the Shia*^* f*(:iee in tin* achenie of Pakit'tan aa fnrmuUted hy 
the MoKlim L‘‘»*B'ie, Mr. Mirzv Za»ar Hoi»aai»», Pecreiary of the Conferfi^ce, aaid 
thai the naolut'On hy no way m^unt ihiit the PhUa wantid to accept Vakiaran. 
The coiihrcnre aim'ply wmitMi to know, alioutd the Pakintan scheme of the 
LcNcne inM!efialiZi\ wtiat would ho the aiatns of the Phiaa therein, he ad<hd. 

Mr. Am«vy, rcpiyinp to a question in the Mouse of Ct-mmon*, as to what 
P'diih itl. tctmomic or qcestttms stTcctinK India would he conMdered at the 
Oi'iil'T* 0 ( e.,of Ihiniiniow Vnmnrs, said : **Ths vroceedieps of the Confeience ot 
Do'tti h»u Prime Miui«*^i rs are confidt-ntial and I ani not iuaposiiiou to make 
any statement on the subject mutter or discussit •;.** 

SIh. Vrn, Dur^a Pni**nd, .I-ady Sni>ennt**ndent, Lahore Corporation Girls’ Schools 
allc^e dit‘mia<«al by Mr. Shaokut Ht^at Klian was arntid to lie respooailde for Ida 
dif>m*)sul from Miuisicrship, was reinstated under the ordir ol the Punjab Govern- 
mi nt. 

SIk A PreiMi (Vmaiunique was isfoedfrOB) New Delhi, wbhdi stuted : "In view 
of the mcdieai reports of Mr. GstidttPa (.e»Uh, Governwetit have decided to 
rriewse htai umumdithmally. Ifcia derimon ba« been taken solely oa medical 
pTonnde *' e reh'mse :altee place at 8 P M., May G.” 

The Central Standing Oemmtttsv of the Atl India Shis Political Conference, 
which met at Li;eknow under the ri««idrnivliit»rf S>«d All ZabeerM. l.. c. (U.P.) 
; .ut 'l a ittolution diaappntving m the contirvt'to e o* GoveruBcul under Sec. 
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91 Im wttia proriaoet and argiag Um iamallaa of a Btliaaal fOWiimBl al 
tba MHa. 

;th. ** Mr. Qttiidhi*« aondition rMiiaa maali tha aoMOi** aaM a balltlla oo bia 
baalth iaaa<4 by Dr. Ha«hiU Nnyar. 

Itiianriaaad at Hadima oa MalMtaa Gaadhi% nlaaaa» Mr. 0. Ba}a| 60 fialaobarl 
aaid : ** It would ba mall miadcdaaaa to belittia Iba nobility of tha atat* uben 
by tha Brliiah Govarnmeiit. Tbota who ecmiaiU faulu are not alwaya itmlinrd 
to oorrret them, aud when aneh an ataul ooeurv it would ba wrong wot to 
appraeiata it in tha fulleel ueaaiiio * 

aib. Tn tha Bengal Lrgialatira Aaembly, ooaaidaratioa of tba Secondary Ednoalion 
Bill wan deUyed by a day. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaaiya, in a atatemant from Allahabad on Mahatma 
Gandhi*a relrara. said : 1 am greatly r^liarad to learn that Mahatma Gandhi 

haa been releaaed uoeonditiotially. Ue ought not to have been mrreated at all 
and the Goerroment hare aet right a grare act of tnjiieticf.** 

rra>era were offered for the ipeedy recofery Of Mahatma Gandhi at meelinga 
held ill variona parta of the country. 

In a ataitmeiit on Mr. Jinnah'a reply to the Hindu Miniatera of the Punjab 
in connexion aitli the Jinnah«Khiar Hyat Khan talka, Dr. B. S. Mooiije* Vice* 
Prraident of the AlMiidia Hindu Mahanabtin aaid that the Sabha would have to 
conaider the aitiiatioii and take action. 't*he Miniater had tlie backing of the 
entire body of Hindue of the province, eo that they eould be depended upon to 
art auitably ** to refiel the at^fuska of Mr. Jiiinah.^ He charaeterim Mr. Jiiiiiah'a 
reiily to the Miniatera’ aa ** arrogant and inaniting.** 

Tne Ail K*‘r<«U Kiaao Conference held He aeeaion at Oalioni 

Nattonaliat Mnalima in Ben Delhi, paaeed a reeolution aaking for the formation 
of a National Government and eetting out tha fundamental oonaideration on 
which the oommunal problem could he eolvad. 

Clh. Hr. Huahila Nayar ieeued a btilleUn from Poona eaying. ** Mahatma Gandhi 
hid a reetfiil day yeetarday.** 

AllNoia Maeliriqui, the Kbaktar leader, in a leller to Mr. Jinnah urged tha 
League Preaideiit to aee Mahatma Gandhi to explore the poaalbility by a ■ettle* 
meat between the League and the Oongrvaa. 

The Council for International Be^uitkm of Indian Independence luiied the 
folloniiig etatement s **The releace of Mr. Oandbi will be welcomed by all upon 
hiiinnnitarian grounde but will be meaningleia nnd futile in the political aenaa 
nitleaa it ie followed immediately byvtbe releaee of all Ooogreaa lemra nnooudl- 
tionally for tbe puriioee of acliieving political aettlement in Indin.” 

*' rhe .Muiilim Leamie baa never been againat the release Mahatma Oandbi,* 
declared Mr. G. M. Syed. Preaideni of llie Sind Provincial Mualim Lmgue. 

lOtb. In the Bengal Legitlaiive Aaaeiiibly, tbe Edneation Miniater in moving tbe 
firet reading of the Second nry Edoeatioii Bill declared : **Tlie prineiplea and 
proviaioiia of the Secondary Ediicatioa Bill are of a fundamentally progreMitve 
character which will greatly help to accelerate the cducaiioaal 'ygeneratioa 
of bia province i it la fraught with Immeoee poeaiblUtict." 

Oaleutta Street accideuu formed a eeriaa of queetioiia In tbe Bengal Laaielatln 
Council. 

lllh. lu the Bengal Legielative Aaaembly, tbe Scoondary Edueation BUI wae 
hotly dtaciimcd. The oppoaition moved ameadmenta aeeklng eirenlatiou of tba 
Bill to elicit pnblie opinion. 

Mr. Amery atated In the Honae of Ommooe that Mr. Gandhi waa rdcaead 
aolely on medical gronnda. 

At tbe eeaeion of tbe 34th« Provincial Ettneational Gonferenea at Anoamalai- 
aagtt, a nwolntion urging on tha Government ’’tbe extreme urgency of their 
taking deeiaiona on the propoeale made in the Sargent rei'Ort, ao aa to enable 
the neeeeaary Icgielation being nuderteken by competent nntboriiicn without any 
loat of time,” wae uoanimonely pnepcd. 

IMb. A Bill to promote the breading of flab, eponeoii d by Mr. Abarod Heeeein 
(Mbalim> League), waa referred to a. Select Committee by tbe Bengal Aaeembly. 

In tbe Bengal Legialative Couocil, aeven non«official Bllla, including tba 
AntUDowry Bill, tbe 8ttpt«ieeeioo of Immoral l>affc Bilk tba Court of Wnida 
BUI wero denll wBh. 
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Mr. M* 8* Abot* tte Ctow r ai e i it of lodio'o rnmiaiUitivo lo Oifta» «•§ 
OBMIiioed at a puty by tha ladUoa Oa e w a M Central Aaaodatioa. 

Itih, A atatemeot fvotaHiBg agalMt tha Bengal Secondary BdoealiOB BUI and 
urging iea withdrawal waa iitaoed by Hioda alaetad mamban of the Oratml 
LagiaG^ra trim Bengal, Inelodiag Hr. Akhil Chandim Datta and Dr. P. N. 
Banariea, leader of the AaaamUy N^imaliat Party. 

H. U. tha Aga Khan ga?a a maaaaga to tha paopla of India from Switaaciand i 
*1 hare full oonftdanoa that the BriSk paopla will £mX Jnatly with radi Inditf 
wiahaa and olaiaa aa ha?a ganaial rapport from Indian opinion irraapaeti?a of 
hdUi and raea.’’ 

14ih. Mr. O. M. 8yad. apo^ng at tha annnal meeting of tha Bind Moallm Laagna 
at Karaehl, aald : ** The {aalouaiaa of power politiea and tha atraggle for aaata and 
oflieaa ahonld give place to a alngla idatl of oerTiea for ita own aake ; otherwiaa 
thara it danger of friction and maintegraiion netting in within tha organiaation.** 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mohamad Jan, Gaoaral Braratary of tha AlMndia 
Mnalim Midlla, in a atatemeut to the preaa in Calontta, on the meeting of 
Nationaliat Moalima in Delhi, acid that it lendared a distinct aarTica to tha 
aoantry In general and tha Muaaalmana of India in particular whan it formed 
the Mnalim Ma]tia on an alUlndia biiais. 

IMi. Mahatma Gandhi in a telegram replying ^o AUsma Mnahriqni, the Ehaksar 
leader, who had auggeated that Oongresa and Muslim League leadera ahonld 
meat to explore tha posaibility of aatileinent, aaid : *‘My Uat year’s nqnest to 

a aaida*i«Axam Jtnnah still staiidH, and I will be ready to disonsa the queetion 
Hindtt-MuHlim noderit ending aa soon as 1 got better.” 

Dr. Jitra] Mehta, Dr. Dahyabliai Patel and Mr. J. P. Hntheesing were 
released nnconditionally. Dr. Mehta and Mr. Hutheesingh had already been 
released on parole on medical grounds. 

In the Bengal Legislatire A«*>erobly, Opposition amendments preseing for 
aireolation of the Berandary Eduf*ation Bill were disenssed. 

The Oommitteaof Action of 'be AlUIndia Muslim league decided to extend 
up to May 22, the time given to Malik Khixr Hyat Khan. Premier of the 
Anjab. to explain his position with regard to the poiniH ruined iu Nawabzsda 
Liaqoat All Khan’s letter to him. 

Idlk. Mahatma Gandhi had a good niglit'a sleep, according to the bulletin on 
hit health iasued by Dr. M. D. D. Gilder and Dr. Biiahila Nayar. Uia condition 
remained much the eamc. 

In the Bengal Legialative Assembly, ilm dispuBaioii on the motione for the 
cifeulatioD of the Secondary £duration Bill was continued. 

Mr. Amery, Beoretary of State for India, replying to the suggestion that he 
ihoold set spa Unifersity Grants Oiiminitiee in India, said io the Houee of 
Oommona : ‘*£xoept in reUtion to the Universities of Benares and Aligarh, 
Uaifarslty education is a Provincial subj«*ct and it would not, therefore, be 
within my powers to act aa auggeated. A proposal of thia kind is, however, 
contaiued in the reviut report of the Educational Adviser to the Government of 
India on poat-war educational development in India. Under the preeent 
Oonaiitutioo this proposal could only be implemented by an agreement between 
the Provincial Govern men ts. 

17th. In the Bengal Ijegialative Aesembly, the Opposition moved five emradmenta 
to refer the Becondaiy Education Bill to a select committee. 

In the Bengal Legislative Council, the Agriculture Minister, Khan Bahadnr 
8. M. Hosaaln, replying a quesiinn by Mr. Nur Abmvd aaid that about Ba. 
85,77,000 Bad been apent in 194d«44 on the *Orow More Food” Campaign in the 

S *soe, llie Central Government had advanced on intereat-free loan of Ba. 
QUO and made a grant of Rs. 8,85,950 to finance partly the projeeta under- 
by tlia Bengal Government in furtherance of the campaign. 

Mr. A. M. Khwfda, in his first statement as Preeident of the newly formed 
All-India Muslim Mallh gave so account of why Mnalim Nadonaliata decided to 
form a diatioet pirty of their own. 

18tti. A letter written by Mahatma Gandhi to Mr. M. A. Jtnnah, Preeident of the 
Mnalim League on May 4, 1943, waa released for publication. It stated : tWny 
should Bol both yon and 1 approa^ tha great queatioa of oommuBsl noily aa aran 
letmnaiiied on finding a eomaon ^uliai and wort together to make one 
lOlntlOB worteUe to ell eonemned who tie intmemed in It.** 
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tiM raggMtioo tliftt • new nppraidi to the tolntlon of Uie Indian iwobloB 
■honid be made waa pat forward by Mr. Shiawdl (Lab) la the Hoaae of 
iVtomona, when he aaked Mr. Amery. **Haa be bbeerred Ibe teporta in Ibe 
Picto indicmtinff that there ia a chang;ed feeling: in India dne to the temnorary 
rele*^ of Mr. Gandhi and that indic^Uona beTO alao been ftiren that Mr. Giandhi 
iH mifiinic to meet leaders of the Mnsllm Party.’*......Mr. Amery replied : **11 that 

were the situation, I am sure the Viceroy would take adTanta;;e of It** 

19th. The Benaal liSiKislative Oonneil decided to present an addreaa to the Goremor 
requesting him '*to urge upon the Government of India to alinw* during the 
period of war. manufacture of salt even by .indigtoout methods in cottages In 
any quantity in any imrt of the proviyee.** 

In the House of Commons, the question of restHHisihility for the eeasorahip 
of private letters in India was raiscMi by Mr. W. Astor (C) who asked whether 
Mr. Amery waa satisfl«*d that lettera were not eenaored on any other gronnde 
than those of military seenrttv.«.Mr. Amery replied : *'ReiponilhiUty for the 
postal and telegraphic censorship of oorreapondenee entering or leering 
India has been entruaUd by the Governinent of India to the 0. in«0. 
India. It is exercised on grounds of military security in the broad sense *of the 
term, that is to say in the general inierest of national defence or public eafety,’* 

Khan Bahadur Haahem All Khan, ex-Miiiister« Bengal, presiding at a 
meeting held in Calcutta, under the joint auspices of the Bengal Provincial 
League- A- Katul and the Jamiat-ul-ulema, said : 'Takiatan la a negation of 
Islamic t)rlnciples.’* 

Mahatma Gandhi visited the scene of explosions and fires in Bombay. Ho 
spent over an hour in the area and returnd to Juhu. 

Mth. A resolution condemning the Bengal Secondary Education Bill and undng 
Government to drop it waa passed at a women’s meeting in the Ashutosh Hall, 
CaIcuUs University. Lady Abala Bose presided. 

A letter sent to the Secretary of State for India by a group of Labour Membara 
of tbo British Parliament, said : *Tlie way to National Government will surely 
be opened, we firmly believe. If Messrs. Gandhi, Jinnah and other leaders are 
allowed to have free discussions to come to some agreement among Ihemselvei.’* 

'Fhe Orisfia Government decided to raise the status of the Orissa Medical 
School, Cuttack, to that of a Medical College with a five-year oourw. 

!tsi. Sir C. R. Reddy, in an article under the caption, '*Morality, Malaria and 
Gandhi’s release/* analysed the Indian political situation with particular referenca 
to the Congress attitude to it. 

Sir Sarvafialli Radbskrishnan retnrued from Chungking to Calcutta, aflar a 
short visit to China at the invitation of the Cbineae Government. 

22Bd. BIr. L. S. Amery, replying to a letter written to him by Mr. William Dobbia 
Slid other labour M. P/i said: **Mr. Gandhi’s release waa not affeeted with the 
iii >11 lion of relfssing other Congress leaders.” 

A Communique frem Blew Delhi, said : '*'Jlie Governor* Oenerol has decided 
til ixtebd the life of the existing Omncil of btsto and Legislative Assimbly for 
a fiiither period of one year from October 1, when the extension eflected in hia 
order dated Blay 21), 1943. will expire.” 

In the Bergal Legniative Asaemhly, shortage of fish supplies in Calcutta and 
other urban areas formed the subject of a series of questions, when the Agri- 
culture Minister said that the position waa due to diflArulties of transport and 
supply *of tee. 

23rd. 'J'he following hiilletin was latned by Doctors Gilder and Bushila Nayar on 
Mahatma Gandhi’s bralUi : **Qandhi}i had a restful night and he is feeling better.” 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, a cunnter-demiind for the eonatilnUoa of 
a separate Secondary Edocatlon Board on non-com n.imsi liiiea waa made by 
Ral Hareodranath Chowdhnry ( non-official Coogress ) when disenasloo of the 
fe^econdary Education BUI waa resumed. 

Addressing the Kasi India Association in I^ondon. Blr. Jolin Pargent, Kdu* * 
catiooal Adviser to t lie Govern men I of India, said: **J am old enough In 
Government service to realise tliat almost aiohody who ia not mentally 
defective and tome of those who are, can produce a report of some kind. What 
mattera and what ta more difficult in India than elsewhere Is to translata the 
report into action. lAy cxpeciaiice in India has shown me that a leport Is only 
too oltou treated os an altenatfve to eotlOB.*’ 
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Hr* NMfiBa BadH* yra i diog om tha 4th AaHira Onfemaa hald at 
Bhongut Ejdfiiibad (Db*X nr4a a plaa for the iodnaicin of ri*prt*apDtailTea ol 
tba AiMmra, BlahaiaatriL and Karaatak Caafaraaeea and iba lulluMlttt MimIIm* la 
tiia Mtaaai*a SEceatira Gooaeil. 

•Qia. Mabatwa Oandbl paid a Tioit Co Mr« Yoanf Mab^^rally as*Mayor of Btaabaf, 
at Santa Crui. Mahatma Oaiidhl apent 15 laiiialiia wiib *\ir. Mtrbaially* 

Mr* 8. U. Prater, tha An>;lo*lndia:i kader, paid a vioit to .Maliatma Gardhl. 
iOlh. Nawab Iftikar Rosanin Kbaa of Blamdot, •Preaident, Pnn) .h Maallai League, 
in a Prana interview at Lahore, aaid: **'Wbat tha couiiiry urgi^nily nordt* now 
ia tha fsrmolnaion of a Gandhi^Ttnnah< PnoK. or in other vonia a a*:f.!€meiit 
between llindiie and Mualima whtoii will be- in the iiitarfatrof all. 

Tba Bengal Legislative AasemMf devoted the entire mealing to dlseiiiiaiaD' of 
the right of a Parliamentary B^reti:r> to make a atatement in* the Uouaa'es^ 
pUnninK tba cirenmstaneea leading to hie re^gnation. 

Sir Don Baron Jayatilaka, the repiasentattva of tha Ot^lnn Qovarument In 
India*, died mbila on hia way to Colombo horn Delhi by* plane. 

June 1944 

Sir Pyalnlla Ghwodra Bay died in Calcntta on tba IGtb. June* 
Tba Bombay Governmont decidiad to liistribato cloth from the atocloi 
Ixonen by tha GoTornmant. 

Sir George Schuster,, asked to state his virjws on the raleaae. 
of political prisoners, aaid^ : had aoitfidoece in Lord Wnvall and 

hoped that, when tha time eamo^ tha ralisasa would bo granted 
without condition.'' 

Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee. in a statement strongly eritictsod 
tha Bengal Government's docisioci bansiog tha Hindu Conforanoa, 
which it was proposed to hokl at Lora (BarUal). 

Sir XJshacath San was appointed Chief Prees Advfsar 

The High Oommissioner for Ibo f'onunotiwealth of Australia made 
a proposal for the exchange of UQiv\rBity teachers and stmlenUi 
between India and Australia. 

Three Mnslim Ministers of tha Pur.iab 8ovore<l tliuir connexion 
with the Mnslim League. 

Mr. Amery, in reply to a question in the Honse of Commons, 
said : ‘The Government of India... are anxious to accord to correspon- 
dents the greatest possible freedom to transmit news and views on 
the situation in India." 

In the Bengal Legislative Assembly, an adjournment notion on 
the order of the Government banning tlio Hicvlu Couf ^ronca at Lora, 
Barisal District, Faridpur and Jeasoro for the period from June to 
S to 16, was admitted. 

At a Special Convocation, iho Calcutta University conferred the 
honorary degree of D.SG on Dr. B G. Boy. 

The Government of India decided to grant a subvention of Bs. 
10 crores to the Government of Bengal, in view of the abnormal 
expeiidltnie they had to incur in combating the famine of 1U43. 

The eorrespondenoe between Mahatma Gandhi and the ^oeroy 
was released for publication. 

In the Bengal Ii>'gielativ6 Assembly, a point was raised wh*ther 
the provincial legislature was oompeteut to imposj a tax on agri«*iil- 
tnral inoomq fmm lands issued by a Buler of an Indian State 
in BengsL 
8 
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Tbe U. 8* Ansy authorities nf^reed 4o rdeaeo on loan to the 
Bengal Oovernment 10 motor tag laaoohea, 10 **8ea nmlee" and SO 
ntooto barges for nae in connexion with the distribution ct food 
In BengaL 

The Maharaja of Parlakimrdi, Premior of Orissa, resigned. 

The Govemnii%nt ot India puldished a booklet, entitled ^corre8XX)n- 
dence with Mr. Gandhi*^ containing letters exchanged between Mahatma 
Gandhi on the ^ne side and Lord Linlithgow, Lord Wavell, Lord 
Barnaul and the Home Department on the other side, daring the 
period August 1942 and April 1944. 

The Budget session of the Bengal Assembly was prorogued. 
Twenty-seven Indian National loaders, in a joint manifesto on the 
food situation in India gave the British public a timely warning 
about the apathy displayed by the authorities at Whitehall. 

1st. The Bnnibay Gkivertiment decided iio distribute cloth from ih*’ stocks frozen by 
the Government. 

Sir SchnStrr, ez-FInsnce Member, ssked to state his view (in I/Nidon) 

as the uheibcr ((usranft'es end pledges should be df^manded of ioternei Ooiiisress 
leaders, paid that, be was side to appreciate the burden of responsibility which 
was resting on those concerned with the mHinteuance of law and order. But had 
confidpiico t:i I.ord Wavf ll and hoped that, when the time came, the release 
would be granted without eoudiuou. 

Xnd. lliscufising India’s over popnh.f ion, the ** News ChromM* (London) said: 
** The facts arc aiH^ihng. Where, with uS; ezi>rctatiou of life at birth is some 
62 years, in Ir.dia it is 25 jears. A thiid of the population is subject to ehrooic 
disease. A high proi^ortion of it lives on the very verge of starvation 

The nrgriicy of India’s ccooomtc makes it esHeniisI that the political 

defldlock should be ended. India the i bii able to bresk the vicious circle 
of noronnial tnsnfticicncy and went”. 

The Bengal Govern HecMioo banning the Hindu Conference, which it 
was proi'0/4cd to hold at I/irn, IVrrissl, oo ^'rd and 4th June, was strongly 
criticized by I>r. Sliy.mia Prasad M^Kikcrjee in a statement. 

Sed- A Press Note from N fMhi, said: * ,Sir IJahstmth Sen has been ftppointed 
Chief Press Adviser with ctLci fruu June 1, 1944.” 

Hir Ardeshir Dalai, Me.iil cr-D.'Hignate for Post-War Reconstruction in the 
Viccro 7 *s Lxct'ulive Couindl. in a Press interview in Bombay, s:dd: ** Ihe object 
of the riea i V'imrimentof Piamiii^ and Development is to co-ordiiiaUs the various 
Aotiviiics rrc.Hiding post-war ««lrnuiug and rccoiistrucrion which are now going on 
ill tlie vaiioiiH departiuciiis of the Government of India at well na under the 
Provincial Government” 

A pro))osui for t xciMiigc of IJoivcT^ity teachers and students i)etween India 
and AiistruHa to prrmoto ki) 0 '\ Idlge. uiuierstsuding and goodwill between the two 
couiitrira was midc by tUc )Li,:b Commissioner for the Commonwealth of 
Australia in India 

Dr. N. B. Kt>aT,% Commonwealth Uidatioos Member, Government of ludiak 
ipeaking st an inier^-cunranual meeting at 8im1a. aaid : ” Bo long as the ri^t 
of eitizenaliip arc biisevt on reliiuon there will be communal bitterness Id ttie 
country, unless this mentality disap^wars from the minds of the people, all egbrt 
to bring about odmmunal harmony will fail.” 

4th. The All-India Kshatriya Conference took plaee at Motihari. Sir Vijay, Pm- 
sident, referred to the Viceroy’s address at the Central Ixrgislatuie and referring 
to the Orippa Offer aaid : ” To ssy that the Crippa offer to India still tolda good 
and yet to aeliberately prevent steps being taken for our leaders getting together 
even for diseussion is a piece of political deception.” 
ith. Milik Ebizr Hyat Khan, Premier of the Punlab, in a statement at Simla, 
said: '* It M f been cs-,^!ed beeanse 1 ndiised to aeenpt 

Mr. Jinnahfe demands which sought to end s stale of aflaim aoeeptod by Mr. 
Jinnah and the League lor more than eix yeare.” 

6tlu In the Bengal Lej^lative Aeeembly, a etatemsnt by Mr. Atul Koamr and 
Hr. Jatindn Nath OhakravariJ. ssplaltting the wmons for tfaefac ndgaadon si 
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I ol Birikawtuf Swnluj, nd • ttNmion wlMthn ttadthitB oo tbt 
7 BdantiM Bill wUoh ofawri M Mmj SB, eoold b« nopeacd «m 
I te fai t tt i w of IIm proeo^liiigiL 

ThB BopreNolollTo Anemblpf whidi nuaembM uoder tho pveikloB^ 

of the Dowin* p iw e d on •djoanmioQt motkm brooght Mr. K. <3. Redd; to 
roieo o dieenenon on the diffionitlee coneed by the woxnng of Uie Mysore nper 
CkmtRd (Eeonomy) order, issaed by the Gofennoent 
71b. Mn. Bnkmini Lokehmtooti, Vioe-Pieiident end Mr. C. N. Mnthnroi^o 
Mndolior, Member of the Working Oommittee of ibe Tsmilned Oongrese Oem- 
mittee, iesned the foIloiriDg stetement : ** We rery mnnli regnit ihot the 
Gommiesioner of Polioe iboala here refneed t>ermisf>ioa for hoidiug o Conference 
of CoDgreoemen of the Proving in Modrae. Our idea was to enable 
Congieaamen from Andhra, Tamilnad and Kerala to mret together and ui 
revieir the present political eitoation in the country. e])ecial1y in riot? 
of the fact that Mahatma Gandnilhaa been released uncouditionafly.” 

The Myeoie Bepreientatire Assembly deroted the ^''ole of the dey to e 
generel dieeneilon of the Budget. 

Olh. Three Mnelim Ministere of the Pnnjab, nsmely. Mia Abdul Haye. Education 
Minister, Mawab Sir Mohammad Jamal Khau Leghari, Mininicr of Vublio Works, 
and Mej. Nawab Ashiq Husain, screred their connexion wiJi the Mualim League. 

Mr. Amery. replying to an inquiry in the House of Oommons wliether he 
eonld make a atatement on the cenaorahip of Press messages leaving India, said : 

The Government of India have informed me thst they are anxinua to accord to 
correspondents the greatest pouible freedom to transmit news and views on the 
sitnstion in India.** 

Mr. Amery stated lu the Oommons, that the rationing of firewood dn Madras 
City was a matter for the Madras Government end would not be ordinarily 
brought to hla notice. 

Mr. Amery. replying to a question about rationing in India, told the House of 
Commons : **Over 190 towns and more than 25,000,000 people are now rationed.** 
•tb. In the Bengal Legislative AHsembly. a noD-ofB«*i<^l resolution recommending an 
inquiry into the working of the communal rulea reiatiog to Government 
appointments was taken np. 

Dr. B. 8. Moonje, addressing a public meeting in BIsdrns. made on appeal to 
the Hindus to raise an army of not leas than 15.000.000 for «ho British. 

Nawabsada Kbursid Ali Khan, Member of the Council of Biale, in a atatement 
from Simla, ooogratulated MmIIV Khixr Hyat Khan. Premier of the Pnnjab **oo tbf 
clear and unequivocal manner in ebich he baa resisted the attempts of ar 
alien authority to dictate the policy of hla Province*’. 
lOtb. Dr. B. 0. Boy examined Mahatma Gandhi, (in Bomb;;}'). Dr. Gilder, Dr 
Vaidya and Dr. Gajjan were present. A bulletin w a iFxaed staling, 'T fina 
Mr. Gandhi better notv than ( saw him at the Age Khan ladace before hia 
releaae. Hia anaemic condition still Mraista.** 

The lesignatfon from the Muslim League of three Punjab Muslim Ministers 
was interpreted at Lahore as completing the break*np of the Unioniata Ifiom 
the League. 

It lb. A bulletin on Mahatma Gandhi’s health, leaned under the aignatun of Dr. 
B. O. Boy and 4 others said : *'Mr. Gandhi’s health has improved although not as 
rapidy aa desired.** 

tar. Mnmtas Danlatana, General Beeretary, Punjab Muslim League, in a 
statement defining the Leegne’a ettitnde towards the war effort, said : ’’Both 
for idaotogbsol aad pcaotical reaoopa the Mnalim league keenly and cmpbatloally 
daaiies the victory of the allies over Germany, Japan and their aatcllitaa aa 
early aa posaible.** 

8& M. A. Mttthiah Ohattiar of Ohettinad, prealdiDg over the Silver Jubilee 
OMwationo of the Madras Fiaoegooda Merebanta* Association in Madras, said 
that lor tha adequate eiotbiag of the people of the province, the textile industry 
iboold be oiganiaBd on a long range policy with the lesourcea m the provinee 
folly hnebanoed end with the cateDlimimcnt of more weaving milla, 

Mwabaada Kbnnid All Khan, member of the Council of Slater in a atatement 
from Simla atftal : Jinnah and hia licuteuanta are at great pains to 

ooDvinea tha world that the altitude of the Mnsiim League towards the war 
eArt is vaall|y dUEmt to that of Ifca Congseoa. lliaoieiieally ihia may be trae. 
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fioi how dom iht olBel«l ftttliiicia of tli« towtidi Ilia war taate any 

tmelieal diflmiice to lar aa aiflimaiive contiiOutioii lo Um war la «tMiaeniad f" 
lytli. In ibc DiDKal I^ialatlvc Aattembly* by 103 ?otaa to 78^ an adjoarnmcnt 
woiltMi critictaiiig (icivrrniuriil’M action in auperacdinK the OommlaakniaEa of tho 
Howrali Municipality unilrr the l\ 1* liulca aaa dtfMttA 

In tbe Denial l^^inUtive Ooiincll« an adjourn mrnt motion on the ordar of the 
ffovernnienr, bmininK tlia Hindu Contarcnei; at Lora in liia Bariaal Diatrict, 
Faridpur, Kliulumand Jtaaora for tin* pcritid from June 2 lolO^ waa admiittcL 

Mr* U. b. L. Polak, vritiiiic in the Maneluster Guardian, aaid : "Thera are 
loday many pulitival leadera and not Mr. Gan lil and Pandit Nehrn alone, who, 
aiuea the pAfatiiiK of ihe Natal ^PeKulnir Act*’ laat year in the face of the moat 
energetic nrotcata of the Govtrnmeut of li»dia, ha\a been aaking with increaaing 
anxiety whether India haa a place of aelt-rea|4rct in tbe BrfUah Commonwealth.** 
ISik: In the Bengal Legialaiive Council, an adjournment motion aaeking to oriticiM 
Government action in hanning the Hindu Conhrence which waa to have been 
held at liora (Barixal) on June 3 and A waa defeated. 

Tiie Nawab Bahadur of i^ae<.‘a }>rcaided over a meeting of tbe Bengal Provincial 
Committee of the Majlia-NAhrar in CHli'Utim A revolution waa pawed calling 
upon Mr. Jiiinah to atate cati gorically ai d uinquivocally hia attitude towaida 
auch political hoolipaniem aa waa directed apaiuat tbe Majlia-I-Ahrar and 
woriiiiig liim that hia continued aiicnec in thia reaped had already led to grave 
mieundtratanding in r«vi»riuviblc political circlet, 
nth. The Univeraity of CidcuttH at a apreial convocation conferred tbe honorary 
degree of D. sc. on Dr. B. C. Boy. Hia Lxcellency Mr. B. 6. Caaey, tbe 
Ohaneellor preaidfd. 

Mr. J. M. Wadley^ Kuropenn ChMirmaii of the Local Health Commtealon when 
he gave evidence before the Natal Indian Judiciai Commiaaion, aaid : 'Tf my 
civiliBPHni cannot bland opainvt Indian or any other civilisation on ita own 
merita, If had better go under. The Indian can have everything that I aa 
n eiiisen am eu tilled to.” 

IM. The Govern men t of India decided to grant a subvention of Ba. 10 srorea to 
tbs Guverniiniii of ileiigid in view of ti>e abuotmal expenditure they had to 
Mjcuv in conibaiitjg the famine of 11M«> ana in meeting other extraordinary 
changes. 

Ill I he Ben gal I. pJvInUvo Ax^eioMy, aa many aa aiz motiona ezpreasing 
DO cOttfidiiicc iu Jir. B. P. Pain, VVuika and Commuuicationa Miniatcr, were 
tabled. 

teik. Mr. Aniery, anaivfplng a quvatiou in the B<>uf:e of Commona whether he 
would recoiiMdci* the qucbtion of the Tele.tve of Congreve hadera in view of the 
iraedom enjoyed by Malinima Gandhi, eaid ihut ihc release of Mr. Gandhi, 
which wav ordered vulcly tor ri:iai>iiv of hraitii, bvd no bearing on the 

continued deteiuiuu. of Congrevs leaders Asked whether he would not reconaider 

the whole qiiiaiion, Mr. A tnay replied : "Not at ihiv moment”. 

BirPrainlla GhHiiti-va Buy, tin; tmincut Bengali Bcienlivt, died in Calcutta. 

In the Bengal i.egielbiive Aav^mhiv, t|*e dihate on a noii*oflSuial reaolotioa 
relating to tiie grietaiK^ca of Mnaiinm and scheduled caatev about appoiumente 
under Govemnient waa rt burned, 

Tbe Bengal Legialaiivci CouneU, by 21 votea to 18, defeated an adjournment 
motion vvlaUng to tha rice poaiiiou in the 6, £. covatal Diatrieta of the Province. 

ITih. The eorreapondenee lK.taeeu Mahatma Qaodhi and Hia Excellency tbe Viceroy, 
Lord Wavelh waa reUmed lor publioauion. 

1 Ih. A msolulion waa fuiaaed at a m(*rting at Poona by the Council of the National 
Liberal Federation which made an appeal to the Government to releaee uncoodi- 
lioaally thoee CongrtMimen who bed not been found guilty of violence, . and to 
tbe Gongieva to trtat the Auguvt Beaoiution ae a "dead leader” end arrive nt a 
working arrangement with other political partice lor tbe formalion of a 
provlaional natioual Govern menu 

berloua differeucev wiileh had arisen vithiB the Oriaea Miuiatry weto thmaten* 
ing 10 develop into a mioiaterlal erlaia. 

lOth. The Bengal Lsgivlvtive Aasembly adjoumed as a mark of respect to the 
memory of bir P. 0. Bqy and decided to scud a message of eondoleuce 10 the 
bsieavcd family. 
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Hm Baiwal LcgUalif* Ooaaoil ntHi • condOlaaM mointion oo ihe 4e«A 
•f ffir P. 0. Boj uid M ft mark of iwpaeti the Boom ftdjoornftd withoat 

tfiiiffiftiftg Miy bwrincMft 

Tb 0 Syndicate of the Gekutta Unieeieity, at a epeeial ueeling adopted a 
refolutioii of eondolenee on the death of Sir P. O. lloy* 

The General Seeretan of the Prorindal Hindu liabaubha, Mr. M. N. Milter, 
in a etatement eald : ^Hlndue view with alarm the dinctlone giren by the 
Gororoment of Bengal to Union Food Oommittefe to toneidtr commuiiei 
representation in eelecting dealere in the eoheme of rural rationing, thereby 
introduciug a ratio of 5Qf50 between Muelinm^and non-Maelim». Any reiervatton 
of oommnoal percentage in the epbere of trade and oummeroe would cauao in- 
calculable mtiohief to the Hindu Comnutiliy.** 

Inaugurating the Muilim Studeiite' Federation Conference which opened at 
Bawalpindi under the pfeaidentcbip of Sardar Shaukat Hyat Khan, ex-MinUti^r 
of the Punjab. NawabMa Liaqnat All Khan, General Set^retary of the All India 
Muilim Le^e enriaaged the complete independence of ItnUa in which the 
10 crores of Mualime would be abaolutely free ‘‘from the domination of the 
British end the Hindne." 


lith. In the Bengal Legialatire Aeaembly, 11 meubere of the Ministerialiat Party 
croaaed the floor and joined the Oppoaition. 

In the Bengal Leglalatire Council, when coneideration of the Agricultural 
Income-tax Bill, ae pasted by the Assembly, was reaumrd, a point was raised 
whether the provincial legislature was comuetent to impose a tax on agricultural 
income from lauds isauedT by a Haler of an Indian State in Ben(;al. 

At a meeting of the >Vorking Committee of the All India Mujlia-i-Ashar held 
at Sialkot, a reaolotiou waa adopted which stated : *‘'lhe atttiMde of Mr. Jinnah 
in regard to hie demand for Pakistan will not lead him towards that ideal. 
The non-Mualima and most of the Mnilimi are fed up with the viiion of 
Pakistan presented by him^” 

Slrt. A Bengal Civil Supplies Hepartment Preta Nolo said : *'At the special 
request of the Governor of Bengu, the U. S. Army authorities have agreed to 
release on loan to the Bengal Government 10 motor tug launches, 10 * sra mules” 
and 20 wooden bargee tor use in connexioD with the distribution of food in 

of Parlakimedi, Premier of Orissa, resigned, llie leaignation 
followed an Interview by the Maharaja with the Governor at Puri. 

A 78 page reply from Mahatma Gandhi to the oflUoial pamphlet entitled 
**Congress Resjronsibility for the Disturbances of August 1942/’ formed part of 
a booklet of 1^ pages wss published by the Government of Indis, enlitM 
’'CorrespoDdence with Mr. Gandhi”, containing letters exehangi-d between him on 
the one side and Lord Linlithgow. Lord Wavell, Lord Samuel and the. Home 
Draarlmeiit on the other side during the period August 1942 and April 1944. 

The Bengal Legislative Assembly rejected, by 119 votes to 100, a no-coiifidenee 
motion againat Mr. B. P. Fain, Communications and Works Ministtr. 

22Bd. The Msharsja of Parlskimedi, Orissa Premier, who bad tendered his 
resignstion. issned the foJlowing statement : **i feel I should meniion here 
that the diflerenoe between Pandit Gk>davaria Misra, Minister of Eduestion and 
myself were of a fnndamental ebaraeter. His obstruction to Governmeiit'a 
policy of the progressive release of antt-Fsaeist detenua, and faddiitg of geneial 
clectmn for local bodies all over the province as well as other important matters 
xegST^og tha day to day adminiatration, proved intolerable and was quite 

contrary to the prlnelple of joint responsibility of the cabinet. ’'Under 

these mrenmstances I trnst the public* will realise the neeessi^ of this 
step, as 1 feel timt I would have failed In my duty to the country had 1 not 
aotad aa I have dona.” 


2M. The Government of India promulgated an Ordinance providing for the 
oonstitntion of a commfasion of Inquiry to investigate and report upon the 
eauaca of the food ahortage and subaeqnant epidemics in India, and in particular 
in Baagal, la 1948» and to make reeommendatiooa for the prevention of thdr 
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of the Bengal Legialative Aaaembly was prorogued. 


the 8Ui annual Conference of Federation of 
Great Britain and Eire in Loaded 
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Mid : **The fatnre freedom of Indie ie e eonditioe of tfm freedom of 
the world, end tbie oceupiee the miode of tbe Britith |ieo|de todey ei modi u 
the deeire for victory.** 

Melik Khi» Uyet Eben Tiwene, Premier of the Ponieb, in e etetement firom 
Lahore, made en offer to refer the diepote between him end Hr. Jinoeh on the 
exUtence of the Jinueh-Sikender Phet to the indgment end mbitretion of e 
Modim Jndge of the Federal Gonrt or e mntueliy egreed Mnelim Jndce of one 
of . (he High Ooorto. 

2Sth. MfiiTa A. K. Ftslnl Hnq, Eiran Sinker Roy, Sentoeh Komer Bmo, 
ShameaddfD Ahmed end Hem Ohindra Birkir end Dr. Shyeme Preeed Mookerjee 
eteted in e Joint atatement that the eircnmataneea nnde^ which the Bengal 
Legialative Aaaembly wae prorogued on June 23, were of en unpreecdenkMl 
eherecter. 

Pandit Qodaverle Mien, Finance Minieter end Mr. A. 8. Eben, Revenue 
Miiiieter interviewed the Governor of Orieea at Puri jointly for the first time after 
the reaiguetion of the Maharaja of Parlekimedi. 

Sheikh Mahomed Abdullah, Prratdeiit of the Jammu and Eaahniir National 
Conference addresHing a meeting at Srinagar, declared : "Even if lakhs of Jinnabs 
come to KaHhudr, they oadiiot effect any change in local politics*’. 

The dtaih occuirrd at Hyderabad of Mr. Bahadur Khan (formely Nawab 
Bahadur Yar Jung), President, All* India States Muslim League and Hyderabad 
State Mualimeen. 

26th. Ehwnja Sir Nazimiiddin, Chief Minister of Bengal, issued a reply to the 
OpIHiaitloii leadora* etatetnent on the prorogation of the Bengal Aaseinbiy. 

Several reprcHentatioiis were received by the Government of India coniidainiiig 
againat the drastic character of the Paper Control Order and about the difficulty 
in complying with the Order. 

67tb. A Committee consisting of about 50 persons, including Mr. Nagindes T. 
Master (Mayor of Bombay), Sir Shantidas Asknran (Sheriff of Bombay) & others 
waa formed (In Bombay) to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Mr* B. G. HoriiimsD'a 
Journal islio career. 

28tb. A Press Note stated : **At the invitation of the Government of Bengal, Mr, 
L. K. Elmhurst, an eminent agricultural economist of the TJ. K., has arrived in 
India by air and haa taken up a special post in the Bengal Ministry of 
Agriculture**. 

29th. 27 Indian National Leaders in a joint manifesto (from Poona) on the food 
situation in India, simultaneously giving the British public a timely warniog 
about the apathy diai>layed by the authorities at Whitehall, said tTOer alia ; 
**We consider it our duty in the interest of the health and aafety of the four 
hundred millions of India and the seciirirr of the major offensive base to draw 
the attention of the British PHrliament and the puMic and of the United Nations 
to the mute food situation and to ask them to prevail upon Whitehall to arrange 
in time to carry out the import programme recommendea by the Food Grains 
Committee. Wa earnestly hope and pray that India may be spared the horrors of 

a second famine.** The stHtemeot was signed hy the Rt. Hon. V. 6. 

Srinivasa Saatri, Sir S. Radhakiiahnan, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker, Dr, Bidhan 
Chandra Roy A others. 

Inquiries in political circles Indicated that the Viceroy bad turned down 
MaltHtnia Gandhi*! n quest that either he should bo allowed to contact the 
members of the Congress Working OomiDiltee or be permitted to diacusa the 
entire question with l ord WhvcII with a view to convincing him and the 
Government of the banafides of his (Gandbiji's) intentions. 


Notes on Indian History 

II baa Iroly baaii aaid that a History of India that reraala the wMa panorania 
of tha Tail aaillania of ha distinetifs life and dvilisation in its actual diapa and 
odonr and dna proportion and penpactive, still remains to be written. The materials 
for drawing audi a raat ontline and maklag such n oomprahenaiTo and oonnsotad 
sketch are not yet In hand. A fairly djifinita ontline and oonneoted aketeh which 
alTca tha psomna of being soma day derdopad into what Is called *^eienti6o history’* 
hi^ howarar» bean staadi^ emerging out of tha mist that vcita tha immenaiiy of 
IndUa'a past— a mist which {tbanka to the labours uf the inveatigators) has 
per c eptibly thinned without being as yet actnally lifted as far as one can now make 
one’s incursion into the Me that saw the birth of Badhlam and Jainism In India 
in tha Sixth Oentnry B. (j. Beyond that there is still only '^cosmic nebulae’* relieved 
here and there by a few stray constellations of lucidly distinct historical facia. 
Tbeaa ‘nebulm” have probably a depth and density to be meaaured only in terms 
of millcnia. But from the position where we ean now make our historical 
prospecting, these vest remote dark spsces’of Indian history recede and ehriiik and 
fold np aifi. at last, look like a fer-away blank, black spherule beyond the galaxy 
of human remembrance. 

Ancient Indian history la. apparently, '’full” of such gaps snd blanks. Beyond 
the time whan Alexander the Great invadid the Punjab (326 D. C.>, the galaciical 
system of detailed and authentic Indian histoiy does not far extend. ’I'here are too 
many unexplored blank apma and unformed, chaotic nebuhe beyond that time still. 
Beginning approximately with that period we are furnished, aometimea in abundance, 
with fairly trnetwortliy material in the shape of con tern jmrary Giack teattmouy bear- 
ing on Indian history, and also, as time rolls on, with inacnptiooal and other kinrU 
of decipherable and aepeodable domestic evidence. Of courae, an immense maaa of 
**documentary” evidence and evidence In the more or less fluid, volatile state nf 
tradition, beressy sod folk-lore (written or unwritten) have always loin by the side 
of the hietorian hitherto busy with bis inscriptions, pistes, coins, onefacts and any 
corroborative evidence that may be forUicoming from outside. And that mass of 
ancient Indian documentary evidence and tradition has, generally, lain neglected hy 
bis side. It baa been, generally, of little help to him in reconstructing, ' on 
Bcientifio lines'’, the missing skeleton of ancient Indian Uistory. It haa been, 
however, of great uae to the comparative mythologiar, philologist anil antbr6polog>t. 

But eveu the biatoriao who N«eks to rcconatriict on scientiflu line tbe missing 
akeleton of ancient history, whether of India or of any other country, should do 
well to remember that the bones of tbe skeleton be rosy have been able to )iut 
tuucthar will not be true, living history unlesB they can be made instinct with the 
touch of life which literature, art, tradition, 'mytba', folk-lore, religious and social 
institutions in their earlier and later forma alone can give. From coins, plates etc., 
we can bu'ld a |>oaBible or even probable frame-work of chronology into which wd 
can put onr little biia of teeCed facts according to one txissible plan or other. Hticli n 
murtsic of dates and facts (mainly relating to dynastic succesHion, war and conquest) 
iH i>( coarse important as necessary grouud-plHii* of history. But it is not the com- 
ploed structure of history. It is not history aa an organic process of evolution, ^^o 
we have to dieiioguiah between atroctural or morphological history and organic 
"physiological'’ history. 

Now India haa been so far poor in comparison with acme other ancient eonnt- 
triee like ^ypii Babylonia and China in her "materials” for writing the first Idnd 
of hlatory, and the available maleriaJi, aa we saw, do not carry us much beyond 
the time of Budba and Mahavira in the Sixth century B. O. Recently, however, a 
very old and, apparently, a high order of civilisation has been unearthed in the 
Indus Valley In the Punjab and in Bind, which according to current ofllcial 
beliefs, is of Summerian pattern. The buried cities now diaoovered bring to light 
not only very totereetiog featuree of a civilisation thriving in the western pan ef 
India Id eo remote a past (when the Indo-4rysne had not, according to the common 
view, yet migrated into India), but they even put into our hands interesting clues 
that may eventually hdp ua to unravel many of the riddles of our Vedic^’knd post- 
Vcdlc luBtory. The Tantrik cult, for inalaoee, may have older and deeper roots in 
the soil of India than have so far been granted or auepeelad. Nothing eoniempora- 
■ecMin with or earlier than the Indus Valley dvillaation has yet been unearthed in 
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ofiMr iMirli of fho tab'ooatlneni So the pceieDt ttend of epeenletioB ie to lEcgeid 
the Indue Velley eifilieetioa ee n ehort wedire dri?en into Western Indie— the 
whole of which wm etill et the low hwcl of eborficCnel derkncee (with the poseible 
esoeptlon of some perti thet might here risen to the Diefidien ‘light’ lofel)— 
prubeMy by the reoee eiiil civIlisetiiMi of Snmer. 

We ere still in the dr.skleud of probabiUtws or eren Irre then probebitities ee 
to the detee, oriuin, eerly habiteti end eerlter iurme not only of .the indue Vwlley 
bnt eUo ot tlie DrsTidiens end Indo-Aryeit fieople. We do not know lor eerteln^ 
when end Irotn wip'rc the IiicSo«Aryens ceine Into India, 'llie feot of Aryan immi- 
gretimi Into indin iiAelf, though generally ecceotfd, ie etill disputed. And if Immi- 
gration be edmitt4>(l, we lieve, probably, to admit not one but eeTerel enoceesire 
etreems of iminigratlou. 8ucb thertry eiHn&rently celled for to account for some of 
the eritical turning e end **eudden mutetlone” iu our ancient bialocical evolution, 
will lead to many unexplored avenues of enquiry ee to egeeeind dates, origine and 
oharaeterieiice. 

Tbb Biqvbda 

The Bigvedn— thr earliest end the most informing and instructive “documentery’* 
evfdenoe that we ap))ears to set the etage amidat eoenee which show the 

Abofigiunl, Dtavldinti loid ludo-Aryan factors fighting for euraemaoy first In the 
land of *five 'UiverM** and In the Ganges Valley, .and 4hen gradually, beyond the 
VIndhya llangc which with ite Imi^etrable forest mantle, etood ae a harrier bet- 
ween Northern India (Aryyavrtta) and Deccan. Oradiially wo find the aboriginee 
cornered and driven to the hills and forests where their desoeiidanti, more or lees 
Aryaiti$<cd, still continue to live. In considereble parts they were also aheorhed into 
the fold of Aryan aociety and culture. And in being absorbed they did not fail 
to imfwrt eome little part cf their own character of the Aryan complex, 'lliere was 
not so moch of radnl or even linguistic fnrion as of onlturaJ assimilation, 'fhe 
process of Aryan isatiou in language, culture, etc^ baa been a process admitting, 
naturiiUy, «»f didlfeiit «iiape‘< and degrees, leaving at the one end sboriginsl races 
that huve aliuaH kept alcMi! Irum Aryan inftnence and having at the other others 
that tiave become part and parcel ol the Aryan system. The Aryanieetion of the 
Dravtdian t>eo!'lcfi, esi>eciallv In religion, culiiire and civtlieation, bae been a much 
wore perfected prorcH**. Dot on the other hand the Dravidian impress on tlie Aryan 
system is hUo ifi many places, deep and unmistakable. The Dravidian is oo*ordinated 
or even enbcM-dinated to the Aryan but not lost in the latter. This {mwer of assimi- 
lation of aiieu raoea and cultures without losing the individuality of its own eseential 
Type or Pattern end without at the same time making the diverse elements assimi- 
latra tone whatever is essential in them'—hns been a epecial charaeteristic of the 
ludo-Aryaii race and cuUure-compIrx. This has meant organic unity or unity in 
diversity of a more fuadamentai and abiding nature than can, perhaps, be olaim^ 
for the pdlitical or national unity with which hietories ere commonly familiar. 
lIittori|in6« accordingly, commonly mies the unity which lies deep aud seea only the 
diversity which lieM on tbn surface. lii» ki to them ie thue a veritable chaoe of 
jaiTtng elements of races, languages, religioos, castes, sects and cultures which have 
never known unity before the days of Che unitary pditical rule of the British. Of 
course, tlie introduction, in later times, of the Bemitic religions-— Mubammedentam 
aud Clniatianity— disturbed to tome extent the agen-long unity and balance of the 
Aiyo-Dravidion culture and social system in India. But even these elements were 
ill the process of being slowly drawn into the sphere of influence of what we may 
call the genius ol India. In other words, a slow but sure process of cultural 
assimilation even of these “miUtaut” factors was going apace. Buddhism, which had 
risen as a **revolt^ against orthodox Hinduism— but ^t as a revolt from within— 
and which dominated tlie eituation in India for several centurica, ended in the lend 
of its birth by being eventually absorbed and assimibted into the parent religion. 
Jainism and many other- old or later ‘‘revolts’* have thue “squared their accounts*’ 
with the same parent religion, and have been for many ecoturiee living peaceably 
side 1^ side with one another and with the latter. 

T^his |>o«er * of asaimilation and co-ordination In which all the com ponenta 
make l^eir own coiitribuiione and are permitted to live eide by side as members of 
a commonwealth of cult urea, has Wen the secret of the wonderful resisting and 
staying power of the Indisn cuiture-complrx against such disititeufating forces as 
have tmasbed up many an old and gloriotis civil iaation of the world. And it ean be 
easily shown trota facts tliat this steyir.g power has been in evidence not only in 
the realm of cultural contaota and impcela but also in that of eoeial and politioal 
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beM rntay nid« iiilo Xii4t».«id lafarfoM beloit ud aflK CBilil, 
but il to ft ot fMto to inftsini that lodlftB fe^taftoo ham ftlwftji boM «r " 

and thM^liffd and that aoob invaatoot m typically liko Uia lakb of Maliaiiid 
(iFSDi wliich evfii swept awsy Indian armtoa ana kloMoms liira edbweb or 


of eard^ More ber final sobjugation by the liaSanimadaa Fower-and the final 
Biibjogadon of the whole of India was anything like an aoeonplhtoed tset only for 
a lime durion the rflgn of the great Moiml S&pema— India had been, it ehonld be 
borne in minA a mighty Power and a Model of eifiltoailon and enltare lor at least 
thrM thousand years. And it should be remembered further tbal when the British 
in India tunud from trade to eouqucat falwaya wi^natWe help end nllienee) they 
biid to Seine their eccounts not only wi^ Huder Alt nnd Tlpn Bniten in the Boutn 
bite mainly the Mehaiatte end Sikh Powere whtoh had risen on the rulne of the 
M'lbemmsden Pf'^er in ludin. 


Ukitabt Indian Biifiu 

But there were and still have been other faetors wbioh, to some extont, 
oitpfated af'ainet India dcreloping a compact -and coherent pmitleal and military 
oriianiaaiion, ez^^ept occasionally like, for inslatioe» the Great Roman Empire (d old 
or the British Empire in modern times. We posseM, in>parently» no oonneoted Ntros- 
IH'i't of the remote past of which the Vedas. Epics and Puranaa speak. But ea far 
s^i appearanoes go an unitary, centreltaed. Indian Empire wee the exception end 
not the rule. In later times also, an Empire like that of Aaoka wee not e oommon 
achievement. At we said, India has possessed dem>-lsld cultural and iustltutlousl 
unity beneath all her diversities. India hat fought, and fought brarely, for the 
integrity of her sacred Land, her sacred religion and tradition, and for tbaur aaeied 
visible t^ymMs and Embodimeut. But she nas rarely fought for the ‘State’* ee 
sue^h or an Empire as such. The spirit of her culture did not favour the fonaallon 
and consol idaihkii of Nationalitm in the sense it is commonly understood, end her 
htthic institutions would hardly coiisiat with many forma of oentralised State control. 
Tne all* con trolling and co-ordinating Principle was Dharma (llie Principle of Human 
Valuea and Conduct) rather than any State agency. Each village, for example, was 
a self contained eommttne and autonomous unit owing permanent alleglanoa to the 
reipn of Dharma and only temporary allegiance to any kingahip that might fonctlon 
for the time being. 8o the village communes contlnura to live though kingdoma 
after kingdoma rose and fell. They were but little efTeoted by the eooldento end 
exigencies of politics. 

Again, the spirit of Dharma (which dionld not be translated ea religion) has 
definitely end systematically favoured all human or even all-living valuea and ten- 
dencies end e cosmopolitau ouiUiok, end has opposed militant aggressive, **predetory’’. 
nationalism. The old Upaniabada are clear and courageous in their eoneeption of 
those higher values ; and the Dbarmaabastras ( Codes lay log down sooiel end 
individual conduct) were bold and coutiatent in their execution of those ideas. Later, 
fiudhism and jainism and other ^'reforming’* movements have tend^ only to etress 
aiuh values as noo-violenoe and fellowahip with all men and all liviug being. These 
forces operating through the ages tended to produce in the Indian claiMS and macses 
a common dis|)oaition not quite favourable to the formatiou aud coneideration of an 
unitary military state for purpnseaof offence and defence. 

t>f the immense back-groniid of Indian Hiatory which is repreaented bv tbs Vsdsa 
(Bamhitaa. Brahmans. Aranyakaa and Upaniabdaa), the various Butras (or Dlgsats) 
Philosophlea, Epics (the Bsmaysna and Msbavsrata), Puranaa and Tanias (our stste- 
mrnt here is not anything like full), we possess (nulesa one is prepared to grant the 
claim of the Puranaa recently put forth in their behalf that they do contain ms^ 
rials for reconstructing a fairly connected ebronuloeical history Deginning with the 
very earlieat times) very little precise sod connected information for the purpM of 
writing a political hiatory both copious and correct as to facts and their cbroeological 
order. But of the ideals and ideas, practices and ioatitutjkiua of tbe times we • do 
possess a very full, informing and Instructive presentation. And after all, whet is 
real history but ibis ? SebotaTa have been busy with their sketches and ^f*NiDga of 
the ancient orders and specimens of ideas, beliefs, and practieea that existed in Imdla, 
But ofierier than not their reviews and retrospects have b€#n made from modern 
suikdf»oints, with modern notions, cr.teria and standards of teating facta aud apprali- 
ing valuea. Tiiia has not enabhd us in diiy just mesaura, to undcratand, mueh leas 
appreciale. a civilisation tnot confined to India but, possibly, reaching ioma of its 
greaUat heitihiain this countty) which was essenUaiiy of a different kiBd,and oannot 
therefore, b*) represented as only tbq first unceriain ana timid stops taken on the 

a 
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*'tMOlogtefti mooM" miq croae rapmut 
bovmr, the bigtal philofophj, tepeii 
»mIi that la of origiBal and miii 
Material eed mnDdene progreaa. Tbia aa 


leai wbM beetbioeidi eloegi lOBg Mereb, el leal bfooitht ee lo on . 

adwietd atege. llie ideoloaiF, plan and netboda of that ancient dTlnaatlon oe ba?e 
yet not aerionaly atiidied and rigbtlj onderatood. llneh of that eiTiliaatloD we atill 
lefDMd. wItboBt vnderitanding, aa eoaalatifig of Vavege** nagie. neanioglcaa rlinalim, 
*'weologieal twaddle*’ and erode aoperatltion. Side aide widi all tbia we dud, 
.. . j myatloliiii and pore ethlea. Ibexe ia alao 

Boine Taloe Iron the point of dew of bnman 
aeena to oa a cnrlona aaedlef of what la 
rij die bigheat and what ia aboot the lowcat. Bat let na paae on. 

Ooming to *blatorleal’* tinea we dnd that the inraaion bj Alexander the Great 
of India profea in the molt to be little more than a brilliant raid. Hie detoriooa 
armlea eonid only cot off a amall aHce of North- Weatm India, and tbia little allee 
the Maeedonlan woold ingeat bot eoold not digeat. Hia ateam-rdler of conqneat 
epeedily dcreloped **war-wcarlnfad* on the plaina of the Pnnjmb, and be bad to go 
back only adding a bit of India to hia raat Empire. He Md won aome of hia 
battlca in India, bat it bad not been an **baay walk-Ofer” with him. 


OBAlTDEaOUPrA AlTD AiOKA 

After hia death ahortly efterwarda, the raat Macedonian Empire practically 
went to pleeea. Chandragupta, who bmme the king of Magadha, profcd himBelf 
too powerful for the Greek in?adera who bad eiolatcd aanctity and inttgrity of 
the aacred Lend of the Fire Rifera. Aa the mull of the formidable cmpoaiiion by 
the armlea of Ohandragaptat a treaty wae conelodcd between bim anti the Gr^k 
which made him the aupreme, nndiapoted lord and aoeereign of the Indian Empire. 
Mef^kenea, who waa cent by Belcacoa aa an ambaaaador to the eoart of Ohandra* 
gopta. left a very ealuahle record ot the timea, of the cuatoma and morale of ihe 
people, and of the adminletratioo, which thoogh onfortonately fragmentary, bear* an 
rtoquent, and admiring teatimony to the h^b order of material and moral eivilixHtiiHi 
attained by the Hindna centnriea before the Chriatlao era. dnd tbia high cieiliaap 
tion waa eroleed io India not in laolation hot in commeroe with other cieiliaationa 
that flouriahed in ancient timea, each aa the Babylonian, Greek, Peraian and Chineae. 
Obandragopta'a aon waa Binduaara who waa anoceeded by Aaoka <269-231 B. 0.1, 
who waa nnooubtedly, one of the greateat rulera of men bmding their airay for the 
materiel and apiritoal good of mankind. Numeroiia edicte and inacrlptiona record 
the noble and glortona acbieeementa of hia reign which, ia ita 1a;ter ilagea, left the 
bloody path of war and corrqoeat and deroted iiaeJf to the mnoh more noble and 
fruitful tank of the moral and apiritual eonqueat and redemption of onmim and 
oar fellow being. With commendable cathi lieity and toUerance, not necking to 
impoaa It upon otbera by hia great imperial authority and power, be ezercie^ that 
authority and lower for the pnrpoaa of tranaforming Budhitm, which had beau 
more or Icea a loeal aeot in the Gangea ValSrj, into one of the sreateet and moat 

ra > living world xefiirinna. Aaoka’a reign ia therefore rightly held to be an epoeh 
biatory of the world. Hie edicte alao afaow the man, hia Ideala and kia 
methodd. But all tbia had not allowed or favoured the cement of the great Maarya 
Emidra aetiing into, the requitiie bardneaa. Independent kingdoms like Bacteria 
and Parihia took their riee in the border land, and the Oieeke mewed their 
Incureiooe. New racee (the Yuen-chi) ceme in a eurge of migratkm which ewept 
all before them, and in the drat oentary A. D« a considorable portion of 1k% Nortb- 
weet India came under their ioflaeuee. 


Gupta Dtuastt 

Kanleka, who made Peebawer hia capital, proved great as a raler and aa a 
patron and mlaaionary of the Bodhletic religion. Under bim the Kuahan Branch of 
the Yuen-ehl mched the senith of hie power. But thit power fell at another power 
In middle India rose— the Andhra dynasty. A peak like Amaravati or Ujjain would 
aome time rite and shine in the midet of moving veatneee of Indian waters. 

i century the centre of politiesl indncnce in India was 

Magadha as the Gupta dynasty emerged into power. 

w j -su- . .1 !?■ dfatin. 

guitbed tbemaelvee not only la war but in the sphere of pea^! and fruitful 

administiution, promoting general prosperity and giving liberal eneooragement to art 
and lltemture. a glorhiaa tribute to which wae peid by the Gbfneee idigrim Fa-hlen. 
According to hie teetimony. their Empiree were vaet and their edmln&tratlon iaet 
enUghtened. Towevde the end of the Fifth Oentury— when ttie White Hunt from’ 
Omitral AMn began to pour themeelvee hito Indio— tbo eon of tho Oupu dyneeu 
(doling whom mglmr il Md hi noted, them hod bm n 
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er 


of m tAm% Bnteaairai §mi BnliMDieal <«)Hm m, cfldciiwd 
mpmm^ vj tht Ilfmtavt ol tli« Fiimt ; boi ihl» rrvhiiit pfomt was, Taty 
la^Bdy* A proeaaa of quiet adaptation and peaaefiil aaainilatliail) Mon than a 
eantncy bad alapoed after the Ul of the Gupta dyaaaty befon then roaa anoibar 
gnat and eDbgbtened nonardi who could cniilata viib do nean aocccaa tba gieataat 
of tba Indlao ralcn la biatorieal tfaae— Aaoka. Enpcfor Bareba, aho eonaolidaled 
bla aaChoritj praetieaOy om the abola of biortbera India la tba beginning of tba 
acfcalb aentnry. waa tam» eqaally lor bia great ^ prowcaa, bla bigh intelleetnal 
allabmenia and lor tba broad eatbollelty of bia ralfgloua ontlook. An account of 
Ub liana baa ban lalft by Cblacaaf Baca Tatang bj name* la tbat, India la 
atfll painted la gancn4y bright and afca giooing eolonia. 

Mbduital laaiA 

Altar the daatb of Baraba, and gradually with tba eaaergfaea of India Into 
wbat aaay be called tba aiedittfal period* tba coaditiona abich bad made tba 
political anideation of ladia aonctimaa ponibla in the paat, nearly diaappearad* and 
India waa Itarooa into a atate ol political ronluaion and cbaoa in wliicb petty 
Mi gdania roae libe moabrooBia and conatant interiiecina atrile preeailtd. Boma 
ontatanding dguna liha Vikraanaditya would ooeaaioDalty apimr on iba Huge ; but 
aoeb erenta ware lew and far between. In the Bouth of Iiiaia was being enacted a 
eery interecting but inwoiffd drama in which tba Aiidhraa, Ballaraa, Chalukyaa and 
Oboiaa wera tba prineipai actora. Kaabmere In tha North. Kanaut in tba Doab and 
fiei^al in the eaet were alco alita with many rivid and Tiial aceuea and erenta ol 
political* cnliural and aorial Iniereata. But we shall not try to make a reriew ol 
them here. One ooiaianding erent in the oonfuaion and complexity of the general 
Indian aituation which deaerrea noiii-a even pasting was the rite of Uia Kaii»ut power 
uf'ou which the mantle of tba old caaie Ktbatriaa (the warrior and ruling caale) 
itll and which waa the chief oppoalUon Uiat tba waves of Iflabammedan liiTaaion 
eoming one after another ever since the tacond quarter of tha 7ih ceniuiy. had to 
encounter and ultimately bear down* Gosrat. Malwa, Ajmer, Kananj and lielhl 
were the principal aceufa of the new drama of Kajput atcindanc}— a drama ao lull 
of epiacfdea of superhuman brsTeryt noble heroiam and taenflea for the aaerrd cauae 
of taiigion and liberty that they nave cm aiiice lived in human mtmory as models 
which future generatioua of patriots in any country might well tiy to emulaia 
I'hough Btjpnt opposition waa borne down In Nortbem India by the end ol tha 
twelfth century, Bejput bramy and the spirit that animated it turvivtd the craah 
of the Hindu bmpire of Delhi end Ajmert over which Prithvi lUj, the hero, iha 
last of tlie Hindu imierora, though not the laat ol the Hindu ruUra had held 
•way. Raipui bravery and Bajput love of independence were atill factoia to reckon 
with in the days of the great llogbula— Akbar. Jahangir, Slisbjsban and 
Aurangsab. Col. Todd and some otbera have narraud the story, and It conaiiiutca 
one of bia proudest aiiaala in the vast archivea of tlie Hindu lelo.y in India. Aa 
to the conquest of Northcru India by the Mabammedanp, it ahaold be noted, the great 
prise waa not very easily or quickly won : that the fiiat Mabammidan impact waa 
in the aeveuih eeutury shortly alter the pasaing away ol the Bropbet, and a Maham- 
medan kingdom in Northern India came into being towards the end of tba 12tb. 
century. Eveo this did not mean either a complete or final auhiugaiion ol India* 
and tbera it another thing to be notid. Hindu power fell not becauae ita reaiatanca 
waa weak and Ita bravery and heroism in tha field waa not backed by adequate 
tact^ atimtegy and dtaciplioe in diplomacy, planning and preparation. 

Ibe ceiiturica of tba mediaeval age in India were marked by aconapicnoua lack 
of political unity and solidarity. But they were by no means unimportant and barren* 
It waa not a *Vlark'* Age. In taa Onptn period and in the centuries before and altar, 
a marvaliona proeaaa of aoelal* cultural and religions reconatruction waa going apace. 
Tba old Vedle achema of aoeial economy (involving •• it did the four Vernas of 
**caata* and tba lour Aabrama or '*ataga* of Ufa) waa befog transformed through a 
proeaaa of adaptation* assimilation and muliiplieatioo which made society mean 
comprehenaiwc and at tba aamc time more complex. Tba Infiuence of Budbiam* 
Bcliimiam and that of Blongoloid lacea alto led to adaptatiooa and ••aimllatloaa* 
in mnny important direetkoa la tba older twder of Indian cnatoma and inatitutiona. 
Ibe gr^nai aaalmilatkNi of Bodbiam itacll waa a phenomenon of tba greaieat Import* 
anoa. The Vedie fdlgiOB anzTived bnt it waa tranaforaied. Ilw Pnraoaa and Itetiaa 
lenewed and goto n new expremipn to tba Bnnnuna Dbarma* Ja tba domain of 
lileratazn. art (both naefal and fine)* aeicnee and maibemnilea* pbiloeopby and 
laaii^bjqkn thaaa emitnriaa wm also pi^telire ol finita that ware sad ailll ara of 
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ite lemtMl iDleratt snd fslot. Omt poete Iik» KalidM tud BbATtbliiiti, tad gmi 
FkiuMidim lika Bbsakaraebarya aod BamaDak aad alao other pioaeera aad 
maalara In other 6elda fomed • i^alazj of men A genhia and talenti nhich ahonrd 
that ao age of political dia-cqaillbrinm aad oemfooioD in India waa yet net neeeaa- 
arily an age of enltoral depreaifon and darkneea and aodal diaraptioa. The soul 
of lodia could, apparently, function to ita beat advantage inspite of her troubkd 
polities. 

But whilst this was true for aoiae time it conld not be true for all time. Her 
politics at last began to tell on her eonstitation. We do not, however, propose to 
continue the story through the Mahammtdan and British periods. The history cif 
these periods is more settled and definite in features, and these are, generally, well- 
known. One special feature, which is not always clearly recognised and to ahicb ae 
should like to draw attention is this. From the twelfth cfDtut> right up to tie 
eighteenth, or even for some time later, the Bindu power ot revival and regeneration, 
of initiation and execution was never like dead or even d>ing. Indepeiidf nt and 
often powerful kingdoms like Vijsysnagar in the Bouih, thoAe of Pratap, IShiva ji and 
the Peshwaain theweat (we do not mention some others e. g. those in Bingal ) 
would now and then proudly lift their heads and chsllange the authority of the 
great Moslem emporors. Under that authority, too, there flourished many great Hindu 
adminiatratora, minlatera, governors, generals and financiers. In short, during the 
Mabammedsn era, the Hindu genius was not at its best but it wss not quite decsdeiit. 


Tbb Maiummbdah Rule 


The Mahammedsn conquerors, again, from Mohamed Ghori who wrested the sceptre 
of the kingdom of Delhi from Prithvirai after a first unsuccessful attempt, esme to. 
India as foreigners but thev did not remain here as foreigners. India wss the land 
of their adoption. Raids like those by Cbengts Kbsn or Ksdir Shah were rare and 
they did not represent the normal course of events. India suffered, and aometiiues 
batfly, no doubt, from the effects of the conquering ardour shd proselytising seal of 
some of the Mtoammedsn rulers. But the great Moghuls were as much Vbildren of 
the soil*' as the humblest of the Hindu ^beathrn**. And ibis sharing together by 
the Hindus and Mussalmans of a common ""hearth and home*" naturally tended 
to breed a consciousness of community of interests in both ss India's offspring. 
There wss steady assimilation of the Semitic and lodo-Arysn cultures also anti 
even a growing understanding and appreciation of one religion by tbe other. 1) e 
religiona touched and even blended with each other at their highest pointt-^e. g., in 
Huftsm and Vedsntic mysticism. They also met mid evolved a broad common 
^abrlne*" to which folk beliefs, practices and institutions would bring tbeir united 
homage. Even s common dialect (Urdu or Hindusthani) was evolved between the 
two in Northern India which gradually bloasomed into a fine literature. The 
patronage extended by the Mohammedan emperors to Music, Architecture etc. was 
also fruitful of very fine result. India’s wealth atusctrd the trade and commercf' 
of tbe whole civilised world. In fact, America or tlie West Indies wss discovered 
in an attempt to discover an weitern route to the Indian market, British, French, 
Dutch end Portuguese traders all came end scrambled for market, and eventually, 
for political power in India. It is also worthy of note that even under the sway 
of such masterful monarcbe at Sher Bhah, Akbar or Aurangzeb, the government of 
the country wee in the main decentraliaed, allowing provincial and local autonomy 
—down to the autonomy of the village nnits— to adrquately function. Even petty 
local ehiefe— like the feudal lords of the mediaeval West— never unlearnt the ait 
of fighting and governing. Bo it wae alwaya poeeible for a man of ambition and 
ability, like Smvap for example, to evolve eanctions whereby he could implement 
hie high political aspirations. It was the very large measure of local autonomy 
and local Initiative that exiaUd that rendered i^osaible the rise of the Mabratta and 
Bikh Powers and alao of tbe kingdoma of H}dcr Ali and the Nisam in tbe tooth. 
And British Power in India in its rise to parsmounty found lu moat formidab.'c 
rlvMe or powerful allies in them. 

The Bail: n Bui-s , 

In 1599, during the reign of Queen Elirsbeth, some merchants of London formed 
an aesoeiatiOD for the purpoae of trade with indie, and this association waa grenu^d 
a iwal charter of incorporation. At first thie Company wee unrely a trading concern 
eatabU^i^g factories in the essi and west cuasta of India and in Bengal and adminia 
toring ita affairs ia tbe three ""presidenciea * which were at first imkpendent of one 
another but subordioatb' to the Board of DMedora at home. In eouiae of time 
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howivef, with a view to p r e urrl ng and eoniolidatloa itt growing and 

estenaHre triMle in India, in the tmcooi the Piendi rlTalr^ and intrigiie and the 
prevailing politieal anarelij and nnreat in the land, it eaubliahed military garrianii 
of defenoe whivh aoon became involved in hoatilitlea that aaddled it with territorial 
TeajKmMbilitiea. it foui^ht aome deoiaive battlea in Madraa and In Bengal, whicit 
raiaed a trading company to the atatne of a nolitical Power in India. Frencli 
intrigue failed and Freii«*ii rivalry praetically died down in India. One of the moat 
deciitve battlea fought war the betile of Plaeeey In 1757. The battle wae won with 
the a d of faithlul native battalione, and with thg active or paaaive aupport of the 
geuerala and tiohlemen of the unfortniiatg young Nawab of Bengal. It ia wortljy 
of note that the path of Britiah aupremacy in India, and often, ita influence aiul 
preaiige abroad haa been paved, amongat other things, with the eoiiaeiit, alliaiioe and 
willing co-Oiteraiion of the Natives of India. It waa so even during the crilieid 
periiKl of the Se|M»y Mutiny one hundred yeare after the battle of Plaasey. It waa 
again so during the ^ordeal*' of the last great War. 'I he machinery of administration 
by the Eart India Company waa from time to time modified by Acta of Parliament 
(177-it 1784 ; and the Charter ,Arta of 1793 and 183B). By these a Governor»Ueiierol- 
ill Couiuil WHS made the aiiprenie adiniuistrative authority in India eiibject to a 
Board of Control at home By the last Act, the Company ceaaed to be a commercial 
concern and became a political and admloiatratlve body only. After tbe8ei>oy Mutiny 
another Act was paMed by which the Government of India waa tranaferied from the 
Company to ttie Crown, and thenceforth the Governor-General waa also the Viceroy 
of India. The functioiia of the Government of India are wide and ita reaponsibilitica 
heavy. But its reaponaibllitica are to the Crown and the Parliament. It has not rested 
on an elective popular bawis. There have been legislative bodies, but ita motioiia, 
reKoliitions and votes have not, except as regards certain matters of secondary 
importance under the Act of 1919, a binding efleet on the Government 

India’s coiitribulione and sacrifices in the Great War were great, but ^reward*' 
that came in the aha|ie of the Parliamentary Declaration promising her a ’’progressive 
realisation of responsible government”, the stages and timet of which were to be 
determined by the Parliament alone waa not comforting to her nationalist aapiratlona. 
And the Government of India Act of 1919, which ia still in acinal function though 
it haa been, apparently, broadened and amplified in some directions by a recent 
Parliaroeiiiary Htatute, did not meet the wiahee or expectations of India. By that 
Act dyarchy or a kind of dual lesponaibility was eaiabliahed in the provinces, wbeie 
the ’’iiation-bnildiiig” subjects were ’‘transferred” to Minietere (not responsible how- 
ever to the legislatureK whilst the more important subjects were ''reserved.” in 

S ractiee the transference of certain subjects to Miuiatera ( who were appointed by, 
eld office under the pleasure of, and were reaponaibla to the Governor ) meant little 
more than a complication of the administrative machinery which became, in eonae* 
qnance, more cumbrous and expansive, llie Central Oovarnment continued to remain 
unitary under the scheme. The legislative bodiea, both proviooial and central, were 
expanded with non-official majorities, but this placed little power, for eonetroetion 
or even for obstruetioo. in the hands of the popular parties. Whilst the libersla 
proceeded to work the echerae, the main body of nationalist forces, as represented 
by the Indian National Congress, would not first even look at It But aome time 
later, under the guidance of Mr. 0. R. Dae and Pandit Matilal Nabru, a Bwara] 
Party, analogous to the preeeot Congrees Parliamentary Party, wae formed which 
entam the legialatnrea, both provincial and central, In tailing numbers and by ita 
obetruetionlat tactica cauaed not a little ambarraaament to thoea entrueted with th^ 
work of day to day administrlition. In aome provlncea It waa even able to "wreck** 
dyarchy for a time. GeneralW, however, the ayatam baa worked, though not aatiafae- 
torily even according to official appreclatloo* wa need nol la particuTar refer to tlie 
unwelcome lebonre of the All-White Statutory Simon Oommlaaion, to whlsh avtn 
the habitnally co-operating Liberala refuaad to land tbelr eo^peratlon. Meanwhile 
the Oongreea ideology wee becoming bolder day by day, and the Lahore eeieioa 
■dopted m rceolutioo setting ai tlia goal of India aomplata ladapaddcnea of Purha 
Swara], A eampaign of eivtl dIaoMieoea followed to ereate **aanetiona” nndar ^ 
leadarahip of Mahktma Gandhi who haa bean raally at tba balm of Go ngr eia aiUra 
aiaea the aarty iwuntiea, Tba Bound Tableldaa wae btoedmd ratber loo lata t bnt 
MMiatma Qaadbi after eoneinding, wbat ie known ee Ihe GaodbLIrwin F!ael« felncd 
die Obnference enba^nenlly. The rosnil of Ibe deliberatlone of that body Ml ehori 
M the Oongreardmuand. And tba Oongiaaa again witbdraw Ita oAr of oo-openlieB.- 
waa tacad on tba tSongiiaa hf tba way ia which tba Brltiiib raHng 
oliiies naad during tba Boom Table Oo ul menoa dls eua ri on e ladliAi lafmnm 
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diAmcci m an cxenM for Iho imatratioB of brr foBlM a«ibitioAf^ 
**Commutial Award'* of iba Britiah Pitmiar RaMay Ifacliowald tbat iiDf atled m 
*^vota f alue ' to reliatoua difoeocaa oad aoclal iafarioritiaa itwiolcd Um taciica of 
thi* Aiiulo-liidiau bureauorai*!* ll waa suodilkd by iba mmo laat of Btabaiva. 
O^iidiii HO far aa tbo Hindoo were cunccmed. Dot in Ha wider ramlficatiooa; 

11 haM Hii Ululated aei»araiiai coovoito and ambitioiia tbai in eowno of tbo laat len 
yearn have created a ‘*eifU war^' mentalii]^ in tbo country wbero aloKiat ertiy void 
and cUnh baa been oraanicinK tbeuaelrea to eai>tiire tioliticai nower tn Ibo' name el 
their partieuiaribtic inioicate. It ia wclUbnown that Mahatma Qwdbi wanted to aookl 
a fii&ht 00 Hfioo after tbo Uandbl-Irwin Pact. Tbia attitude waa evidenced bj ibar 
wor«Jiii|( ot ilia telegram to Ijord Willinadoo cent on tbo 29tli, Dccewrber, 1931-* 
"whether you eifioct mo to oco you and rcecifo guldanco from you ae to tbo ceurao 
1 am iu |>urBue in adriaing tha Oongfoaa." Lord Willtagdoo roiected tbio 
op)Kirtuiiiiy of cementing cu-oi>eration between Indibn Mationoliem aad tba 
eiilightenid aelf-intaieat of Britiah Imperialiam. The aeeond Giftl Dianbcdieiieo 
Movement waa the natural reault which eontinuing for about two yaart— > 
prepared by repreaaion ilia mind of India to receive the eonatiruiiuoal ebangee 
made by tiie Act of 1935. Ibe geneaie and the long-drawn proe ca aa a of abaphig 
iiiiti mttiibiif ry were informed by a spirit of arrogant imperialiam. ignoring at 
every aiep Indian aelf-reapect tba imperial Government eould not accept any of 
the Huugesiiona made iu the JoiiiC Memorandum of the Indian delegates nominated 
by itHclf. The arrival of "provincial autonomy" changed in no wey "a relationcbip 
that reata on eonqneat,*' whose "sanction" waa the phycical might of Britain, to 
quote the worda of the well-known Britiah publiciat. Mr. Brallaford. 

With the paasage of thia Act the ruling authorities bo^ that they bad 
been able to ho provide Itoinge that the men and women of India would remain 
HHtiHfted with their enlarged electoratea. from 70 lakbn to about 4 crorca. and with 
the Miiiiatrii ‘0 charged with the coliition of "thiiiga that matter"— the prohltma of 
health, educaiioti and ec*onomio well-being with which are intimately bound up the 
life of the niHjority of the people* Theae problema of dirt, dtaeaiie and ignoranea 
could not be neglected any more without doing permanent injury to the body 
politic. The iiicreaaing recognition of thia aorry atale of affaira joined to the 
increatiug rreeiitmeiit with the preteuiiione of 'Vziernal antbonry", fait by 
incrcAHiiig n umbers of Indiena. created a conflict in the mind of India that waa 
reflected iii the discuaaion of public affaira— a contradiction between the apokeo 
word and the practice that Bought to give it abape and form. Ilia organ laation 
of the election campaign on bdalf of tha Congrem waa characterised by tbia 
contradiotioii. The purpose of aending Congreaa repj^ntatlvea to the Legialaturea 
waa declared to be to "combat" sod to "end" the Act of which these were the products, 
tba incorporation of tba "Fundamental Righta" rcaolution (paaacd at tba Karachi 
Oongreaa, 1931), and of "Agrarian Programme" (accepted at the Lucknow Congreaa 
1933) in the Congrcea iiUeetion Maiiifcato Cf2i August, 1936) bald tba promise of 
relief through these Legislatures of tba many ills— political and aconomie and social 
—from wliicli tba people suffered* Facing the Congreaa Party in this battle for votea, 
stood the upholdera of varied intereatc, eommunal and elaaa, that under various diagoiaea 
and with riidical programmes on tbmr lips tried to canalise the riaiog temper and 
the organised feeling of the country. In the election eonieat tba Congreaa seenrrd 
absolute majorities In flve provinces— MadraSi the United Provineea, the Central 
Pruviiices and Barer, Bebar, and Oriaaa ; it waa the aingla largest party ia four— 
Bombay, Bengal, Aaaam and tba Rortb-Weat Frontier Province ; In the Punjab 
and Bind Congrats mambara were in a minority— a negligible minority. 

When thalr leaders wars called upon by Ibe Oovernort In the provineea to 
help him in forming tba Minlatriaa, they demanded of the Governors' aaanranea 
that uae would not be mads of tneir veto and emergency powera, and that 
the advioe of the Miniatriea would not be "eet aids in regard to tbair 
coitatliutional aetivltiei*" Tba Gkivernora czpreeacd Inability to divest tbemaelvce 
of "certain obligatlona" which the Parliament bad Imposed on them. Ensued a 
eonaiirutional deadlock « the Aammbliea were not called in aeven provinces ; 
"interim miniatriea" wars appointed to "conceal" this **bfeakdown*’ of tha 
conHtiioiional device, said Prof Bcrrtedale Keitb. For four nMMiiba the eoulroveray 
wased and waned. At the atatnlory period for the eonvening of the Acsembltca drew 
nearer, the Government, "ttltra«eenalrive over queatione of prestige", yielded. 
Congreaa MinleUica were formed In ceven provineee ; In Bengal and Aaaam, la 
Iba Fuiiiab and Sind aoalltioa minlatriaa wapt fuaetioning from April, 1937 ; tba 
OongliN Ministciaa from tha laat weak of July, 1937. Tha lefuaal of tha Congtaea 
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wtf of eontlDtDtt and ocmi. lliit fsilm btd M to tbo mlgDoMa of Mil 
tii tbo olofcfi ProfincUil Ifioittrict of tbo couotn^BoiDlMj. Mtdns, Cenfool 
l^rdriaeot ft Bmr, Bihar, Aftan, tha Uaitcd Frorlnec^ and the Nortb-Wml 

Frontier PrOTinre, 'J wo of ihrae haee ehm been reTteed— Orinea and Aanam— 
carrying on a pale imitation of **Ptoriaelal aolouoaiV’— under ihe rnie of Uie 
iiiilitary bureaucraoy in India whom tbia **world war” baa p*aocd in tbia dominant 
tHialtlon. 

Apart from tbia argument hetweci. Indian Naiionaliam and Britieh Imiierialism, 
the eanona elementa in Indian compoaite life have not aliown that iiniiy tor enda 
and nieuna that would have wreaud politiisal power from nnwilling banda. The 
”Pakiatan** claim of the Mualim l^eague demanda that aieaa where the Mualima 
hai^pen to be in a majority ahould be eouatltuted in aovereign ^^Independent Btatea.” 
'Cilia claim haa been recognised by opinion In India and in the wide world outeide 
aa a thread to the unity and integrity of India. Oonfronted by auch a altoatioii 
tha Briiiah Government atanda in auxiona helpleaaneaa. Priding iteeif on its concern 
for miiioriiiea it finda itaelf ooereinn the majority at every step. Since the 8tb 
Auguat (1940) propoiala of Lord Linlithgow for the enlargement of thia Executive 
(Vuticil, there have been two eiilargementa thereof till to-day it conaiata of eleven 
Indiana and four Kiiropcana ineluaiva of Hia Excellency. Thia inereaaiog 
*Tndiaiiixation'* and the **Draft Declaration” brought by Sir SiaiToxd Crippaou 
b.balf of the Briiiah Oabiiiet in March, 1042, have not for divergent reaaona 
A.ipealed to any reaponaibla party in India. Japan’s startling aucceaa In Burma, 
in Malaya, in the PbilUppinea, In the Dutch East Indica, the failure of 
Britain, the. U. H. A. ana Holland to stand up to the far-flung Japaneee 
azgreeeioii have brought down their prestige in the market-place of world aflatre. 
And the peoples of these along with Uioae of India have rraeoiis to be 
apprehensive of their future. A eenea of fruetration appears to be 
oppressing the minds of the men and women of India. It is not fear of 
Japanese invasion alone that ia reaponaible for tbie state of tbinga. The 
evacuation orders on people living in the coastal areas of the country have disturbed 
and disrupted their habits of life ; practically no arrangementa have oeeii made on 
behalf of the State for life in newer places and eurroundin^a for Hundreds of 
thousands of men, women and children ; the orgy of profiteering in the heumeriee 
of life ; the iocompetence of ofllcisldom in face of these antl-eocial activitiee- all 
theae, tne latter two specially, have spread a feeling of helplessness in the country. 
This mentality has been affeotNig. however indirectly, the ”war work” that was 
to repel the enemy and wrei^t victory from his grssp, Since the "Mutiny** days 
eighty five yeare back the oertaindea of mtistence for the people of tbit continental 
country have not been to rudely ehaken ae during the first eix monthe of 19^. 
The break-down of the machine^* of civil administration in Malaya and Burma have 
sent more than five lakhs of renjgeci to Indla—meti and women of India who had 
made their living in those countribe. This has slso added to the confusion of the 
tiinea. 'I'hete betokened changes for which the minds of the people had not been prepared. 
This unpreparadneas baa created diffionltiea both for the rulers and the ruled. The 
Japaneae occupation of the Andaman and Nicobar lalanda in the heart of the Bay 
of Bengal, the advance of Japan's hosts towards India’s north-eastern borders, the 
hurriecT defence arraugeroenta aet up in the eastern districts of India— all these 
•igna and portents confront ns. 

But it is not all dark. In our neighbourhood Ohina baa been showing how 
disappointments are to be faced. Bbe alone has been showing for five years an 
nnbeaten front ai^inat Japan. And the vleit to India of OeneralMmo Ohiang 
Kal-^ek and Madame Ohiang ShDBhek in February 1942, 'baa been dnterpnted by 
all aa'biinging a meaaage of hope to an India divided against itaelf and preparing 
haraalf to fight against imperialism within and aggrvMion from without. Tbia visit 
will remain a land-mark in Indian recent history. The United Btatea of America 
has aant to India her armed fotc ei aoroaa ten thonsand milea of the waters of 
three oeeana to euetaln the o»ue^of the United Netioee;- Indie, kept unorgentsed 
in the modem erte of wer and peehe, unequel to mcaileA the ohelleege of inter- 
netkniel enerohy, ia thankful for aoeh Irfendlineea. •But ahe la not quite heppy 
witli this erreugement For, the remelee e debtor bofli matelially and ainritnally. * 

As we send thia volume to the PMe,. we here been peaMog miough au 
tgperliBoa oi adminiaiietivoipeiuepalauoa end greedy exploitation by meeulaetarero 
and meieiiaeta ereeiing eonditihak off femlpo in the eoontry. Milliona -heOe died 
off hunger, off dieeeeee tbet eeeompeny end foUow melnatritipn. The year iM3 
wlU he r " 


India in Home Polity 

In the discussion on the **Home Polity'* that has found a pim 
in the last two volumes of the '^Indian Annual Hceister^** the famine 
that (tovastated Bengal during the latter half of 1943 
Cycles of Ismiiie and the early months of 1944 occupied a major 

In IndU [mrt. The c^cononiic deterioration in India that has 

been ono of the characteristics of British rule during 
about the last one hundred’' and eighty-five years erupt ’ into tlie 

attention of the world in a cyclic ordcr« during the middle and end 

of every hundred years, according to a British author who has been 
quoted in Vol. 1 of 1943 of the ‘'Bdgister*" Within living memory 
wo have had the famine that killed off aliout 2 crores of people 
(luring the closing years of the 19th contiiry. William Digby dedicated 
his book — “Prosperous British India" — to the memory of these men 
and w'om.m who had “died in vain*' And within about fifty years 
of that catastrophe we have had the famine in Bengal — the result of 
the accumulation of the forces of disintegration of the norms and 
forms, the patterns and habits of the people's life. During previous 
regimes also there had been famines due to failure of rains and due 

to difficulties of transport arrangements that could hurry food grains 

from surplus to deficit areas. Mea, women and children had died 

in their millions. But in the middle of the 20th century, with the 

most developed of communication facilities at their command, the 
Administration in India was caught napping in taking measures that 
could halt the worst developments of scarcity created by war profiteers 
under the distinguished patronage of the bureaucracy that is said to 
be the “steel frame" of the progressive government of India, the 
pride and charter of British imperialism. 


In these two volumes of the “Indian Annual Begistcr" we have tried 
to explain the many causes, personal and im|>orsonal, that created 
conditions of famine in various parts of the country, 
Mtolatry'& the areas as wide apart as Malabar, Cochin, Travanoore 

bnremmey Bengal. We do not propose to re-open the 

controversy as to the contribution of British policy 
and British smugness towards making Bengal the scone of the reoent 
famine, and why the British dictators at London and New Delhi 
allowed the Ministry of Sir Khwaja Nazimuddin to make the campaign 
against the famine such a pitiable failure. In the last volume of the 
“Begister" we have traced the constitutional ineapaoity of this Ministry 
confronted by a sooial disintegration that demanded the single-pointed 
devotion of rulers of men. The Ministry could not rise up to the 
•occasion because it had a more limited purpose to serve — to satisfy the 
material needs of its political supporters, to endow with legality the 
nefarious profiteering of members of the Muslim League into whose 
hands were placed war contracts or contracts for the proeurement of 
food grains in the gift of the Civil Supplies Ministry of Bengal. It 
has yet to be known why the Bengal bureaucracy manned by 
“extremely brilliant members of the Indian Civil Service'*, to quote 
the words of Mr. Fazlul Huq, failed to scotch this evil, to hunt 
out the patropa of jobbery, corruption and nepotism that had become 
10 
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wo iMuput b Wa bsTa a feaUsg that they ooiild not he Tery happy 

with legaH b the way in which Uto food titoation had deterioiaM 
b the Pvorince. But fomehow and eomewhere thii bieak-down ol 
ttw adminiatratiTe machinery got inrobed with the piestige and 
honeely of British role in India. And the bnieancracy beaded by tbe 
Secretory of State br India had b be on the defensive, to try b 
instify More man and Ood this bUnre of Britointin India. 


TiMir 


In no other way can one interpret the sensitiveness of British 
bureaucrats b criticism, Indian or non-Indian, of tbe story of shame 
spread over Oalcutto and Bengal ^with all the world 
as witness. World war II of the 20th century had 
brought to the shores of India men from the United 
States of America as modem crusaders in a fight 
againto the ‘‘Imperial Way*' of Dai Nippon, Great Japan. And their 
conceit as members of the “United Nations," charged with the high 
destmy of uplifting the “lessor breeds" of the human race — the yellow, 
the bmwn and the black — received a cruel shook as they came face 
to face with the sub-human conditions under and amidst which men 
and woman lived in a country whose rulers belonged to the Anglo- 
Saxon race. ^ Members of the British bureaucracy in India could not 
be happy with this exposure. And in every criticism of their ways 
specially in the U. S. they scented anti-British feeling, the jealousy 
of the world with the good fortune that has made Britain the 
exampler of all the progressive nations of the modern world. 


This super-sensitiveness could be iUustrated from any number of 
bstottoes. One of these deserves notioe. On the 9th of November, 
1949, at a ceremony held at the White House, the 
A ftse official residence of the President of the United 

la pelBt States of America^ was signed the Charter of the United 

Nations Belief and Behabilitation Administration that 
was to afford relief to peoplea in war-scarred countries and to set 
them up again in decent conditions of life- Bepresentatives of 44 
United and Associated Governments signed tbe Obaiter. ^ Tbe original 
purpose was to limit the relief and r^abiUtation citations to coun- 
toiee that bad. suffered from the marches and counter-marches of 
invading and retreating armies, wheka battles had been fought 
or lost, where crops had been destroyed, houses burnt, and men, 
women and children driven from their homes to seek and find 
shelter amid unimagined conditions of squalor and destitution. This 
plan would have limited relief to North Africa, to the continent 
of Europe, to Uhina, and to the islands in the Pacific. But India 
became the base of operations against Japan, and as a result there* 
of Bengal fell within the war sons, and owing to measures under- 
taken by the late Sir John Herbert, the Governor of Bengal, her 
economic arrangements were disrupted. This disturbance of the danger- 
ously perised life of the Province was the immediate cause of toe 
famine that has disintegrated the social, life of about six oroies of men 
and women, causing the death of more than three millions of them 
and leaviiig as many miHione wredmd in body and mind, the objeote of 
pobUo dwrity. Whn the United Nations Bdiet and Behabilitation 
AtehBMtatioQ WM 90l «P fhe mMom wee quite natually asked In 
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indU whither or Mi ibo fiinixwetriekeB peopto in Bengnt, in 
ftnmncore, Codiin, Malibnr. Oriaaa noil certain arene in and ai)Out 
Bijapnr in the Bombay Proeidency could expect or were entitM ^ to 
hdp fvoin thie international fund, iip:*ctally when India wae an orifiinal 
member ot thm institution and contrihiitefl her share of contributione 
to finance its work* To tins riuestion there appear to have heen an hnme- 
dinie response from the United States.^ Its Congress, the Senate and 
the House of Representatives. — imisscmI on the 25th .lanuary, 1944. an 
aBsendment to the main xdsolutiou cxprcHsing acceptance of tite 
principle and poUcy of the United Nations Koliof and Bohahilitation 
Adnunistratioo* 

"In expressing its approval of tliin joint Remdiitton. it is the ret^onimciidaiioii 
of the ConaiesB ihsi in so for as funds siid fsrilitieH itermit, aiij area imiHirtsnt 
In ntlitary ofterstiona of ifieUniud NntieiiM nliirh is sirii-keii by I'smhie or diaesae 
mey be included rn lienefiia to he made available i>y Uiiitid Nalnma Ueliei and 
HsMbilifntion Adminiatraiion.** 

This resolution of the Congress of the United States, if accepted 
by the United Nations, will bring cases like those of Bengal, of 
‘‘distreas iu India's mainland" within tlm scope of 
nehabiritatloA Belief and Behabilitation Administration. Thie 

Ailwlniatratioii Ihe hope that was expressed in the Central 

Legistlative Assembly on the occasion of the discni- 
sion raised over the resolution moved by Sir Axixul Huque, member 
for Commerce and Industries and Civil Supplies m the Governor-Generars 
Executive Council which was worded as follows : 

''Iliat this Assembly approves the United Nations Uelirf and liehahilitatton 
Admiiiiatratioii Agreement aigued at Waahingtoii on the 9ib November, 1048.*’ 

To this resolution two amendments were proposed, one that the name or 
names of the representative or representatives of India who will 
serve on any body eonneoted with the Belief and 
CemmentofLonden Behabilitation Administration bo submitted to tbn 
**BeenemisC'* Central Legislature of India ; the other was 
couched in the words of the U. 8. Congcssi rasolu* 
tion. Sir Azixul could not accept on behalf of the Government the 
the first amendment ; he accepted the secondi. But during the diieoe* 
sion on this resolution Mr Khitish ChandVa Neogy brought to the 
notioe of the Assembly and through it of the country how the 
resolution of the U. 8. A. Congress was interpreted by a seetion of the 
British Press, how for reasons that cau be easily understood the 
roUDg classes of Britain were found t'> be feeling very uncomfortshls 
over the interest shown by other countries in the victims of famine 
in India ; they somehow felt this interest to be a critioism of tMr 
administration of India- The U. 8. Congress bad passed the resolution, 
on the 25tb of January, 1944, and iu the issue of data January 
29, 1944, there appeared in the well-known London financial weekly^ 
Th§ Bconomist, the following comment : 

*ThlB (amendment) it interprelcd tti Americs ae a referen(*e to India and as 
sack it would be contrary to agr«*rmefita rca«*lt«d at Atlantic City. Probably, It la 
to some degree an expreeaion of anlUBritiali and ivu-liidiaii feeling. 

In the amendment, moved in the U. 8. Congress and accepted by 
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il« IImis iV4t no tpaeifio MbMm 4o Indm. i% might ba that in tlw 
npeeobet made in mpimrt o! it India was vefeffndto^ 
AmUmIi tamr* the ease ol Beog^ had been bronghton to illnetciite the 
ledge el India point stressed in the anmidnieiA* The London weeUy 

that represented the *hig bnsiDesB* of Britain soented 
in tills rebrence a bias in favour of India, a preiudiee against 
British ways in India that in the middle of the 20th oentnry eonld 
drive ttie people elf Beugal to starvation and death. The tales of 
fanrine in Ii^ia during the British period were not unknown to 
AoMrieans. Along with dephants, snakes and Bajas, famines had 
appeared in the pictures of India in American minds. **Mad;: Twain*' 
had high-lighted these for his people in his book — ^**lnnooents Abroad." 

*Trhsre is onlj one India ! It is the only country tha^ has a monopoly of 
grand and imposing aneeialitiea When anotber county has a remarkabls thing, 
It cannot hare it dl to itself -some other country bss s duplicate. But India— 
that is different Its marvels arc its own ; Uie patents cannot be infringed, imits- 

tioni sre impossible Fsmine is lndia*s speciality. Kisewbere famines are amall 

ineonseqocntial Incidents*— in India they are devastating cataclysma ; in the oae 
ease they annihilated hundreds, in the other millions.'* 


The paradox that is India in the context of modem life deaoribed 
by this American humourist In language of overstatement was hooepted 
,, by the American public with a sense of incredulous 

Abnlad^^vsa amusement. But when American men and women 

Iras JSn brought by fate and a total war to the shores 

of India and they were confronted with sights of men, 
women and children roaming over the country, in the streets of 
towns and cities, in the City of Palaces — Calcutta — in search of food 
and dropping down to die from long-continued mal-nutrition, they 
could realize for the first time in their life that **Mark Twain" was 


not a master of paradoxes alone, that behind his words lay something, 
certain conditions of life that was no credit to society in India or 
to the Qovernment that was an ^ ally of the United States of America 
for tha establishment of the ''Four Freedoms"— one of which was 
^Freedom from want." It was not difficult for them to understand 
that thp famine in the midst of which they bad to move, live and 
have tfa^r beingt themselves immune from its ravages, was no sudden 
outburst, but the result of a long process of maladjuBiment in 
economic life which the State had neglecM or ignored or did not 
realiae the significance of* Therefore their startled revulsion against 
these soences of degradation of human life, of nakedness and shame 
was unmistakable, though it might not have expressed itself in any 
language of disgust owing to their peculiar relation with the representa- 
tivee of the ruUng^power. It is known that four members of the U. I. 

visited India on a tour of inspection of the life of their own 
ioldien stationed in India, and that their angry oommenta on the 
break-down of dvilised life which the famine symbolised resounded 
through their land, and created opinions that were not quite eomfrii- 
mentary to British methods of administration. It was the appreciation 
of this fact that drew the eritioism of the London BamomiM on 
the Senate resolntion. A guilty conscience made the ruling Trlsisoe 
of Britain sensitive to any rrierenoe, however distent, to Lidia. 
Othenriee, it ii difficult to understand why the Eeonomi$i should have 
moled to the leeoluiioD of she Ckmgreee of the Umted Stetse in the way it di& 
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Thitefrisode iweiled that Todo^British rdatioDB hare a bearing on 
bter-national affaire, and tbe attempts of the British Government to 
keep India in a glass-house of their own manufactnre will 
BtHish prepefeei e fail igncminiouriy as it has already done Specially 
to wtaleBe 1^8 famines and pestilences demonstrate the failure 

of British rule to initiate those measures that can 
improve the material life of the Indian people. The contradiction 
between promise and practice « that characterizes the two-conturies old 
histo^ of the relation between India and Britain cannot any longer 
be hid behind platitudes. The accidental presence of U. 8. men and 
women in India has high-lighted it for all the world to see. This 
could not be comfortable for the ruling race. And their propaganda 
machine in the XJ. 8. has been striving to remove the impression of 
inefficiency in British administrative machinery that has been created by the 
Bengal famine and pestilence. We do not know, we are not allowed 
to know what American observers have said with regard to these two 
developments in Bengal, nor do we know how British propagandists 
have been countering the American version of Britain's failure to 
create modem conditions of life in India during these oenturios. 
Through hints and suggestions now and then finding place in the 
American Press we can learn that the public there have become 
critical of British professions, and appreciate the political entangle- 
ment in India that has halted British attempts at fighting such catss- 
trophies as the famine of 194S-’44. In the October, 1944, number 
of the New Tork magazine — ^sta and American — an organ of inter- 
national fellowship— -appeared words in course of a pre-view of tbe nest 
month's contents that went to show that increasing sections of the 
Amrrican public were growing aware of tbe mind of tbe ruling classes 
of Britain as it was reflected in the comments of the London Eco$iomia* 
Quoted above. Said the New York magazine : 

'Indls eootinues to get shabby trestmeot from Anifrioans who follow the lead 
of British imperialism rather than tbe noble democracy of tbe tieople of England. 
Before this Issue appears, the fsete may have come out about the niggardly and 
furtive haDdline of American relief for the victima of the fseiitie In Bengal— 
in ipite of the beat efforla of the Indian Famine Relief Committee aud the American 

Friends Service Committee The eame sort of attitude appeared at Bretton 

Woods where the American delegatee voted againet India’a demande * 


This cryptic comment of the American monthly doss not come to 


us as a surprise. 

KinsUp bolwaaa 
Unitod Stotos * 


We have known for years that there have always 
eiisted links of kinship, material and spiritual, between 
the ruling classes of these countries. In successive 
volumes of the Annual Regiatar sinee 1940 we have 


tried to trace these, and as these influence poltttoal 
and economic condnet. To the world at large Britain a^ her 
Dominions ezeept Eire and the Umted States of America present a 
nnited front. The present war has brought out this fact in vivid 
colours. So there is nothing surprising that the United States with 
her lesponsibility as leader , of the **United Nations" should have agreed 
to the the British line in tbe application of tbe '*AtlaDtio Charier" 
clauses to India, thereby rendering fllusory ail their dedhrations 
about Justice and equity between nations. And if even in such matters 
as peetilenoe and relief work to mitigate their depredations. 
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poliiiciil eDtaaglciii»*ntA fioato rliHiinItiOT, wo ran only ac^cept these as natural 
liutnan failings, it is rare for liutiiati nature to rise above credal 
and sof'isil aflinities when iusti<re places such a choice before men 
and woint n, 'J his rarity is illustrated in the conduct of the men and 
women associated with the magazine — and the Anutricae — who 
have dare<i to Iks with the mioority In their fight for India's cause. 

We musi,^ however, return from the digression that political 
considerations have been playing with matters that do not generally 
have any political reference or significance. But un- 
nrltlsk Slid fortunately for India oven famine and pestilence have 
Mia's poverty a idace in the context of her political siihjcction. In 
the last tw*o volumes of the Annual Heyteter (1943) 
we liavo attorn ptoti to imderstand ami explain this hroacler aspect of 
the hrcHk-down in tlio decencies of civilized life that drew the world's 
attention to the nature of administration that Britain has been main- 
taining during the last one humirod an«l iMght-aoven years. We do not 
propose to go over that story in this volume. Within twelve years of 
the Battle of Plus'^oy (1707), victory which made Britain ruler 
over vast Province^ in eastern India ihei‘e was a famine in 

Bengal and Biliar that caubcd the death of (en iinHions of men. 

women, and (diihlren, one third of the population of the Province of 

Bengal an it was then eonstituted. The re w’as failure oi the luotiBoon. 
But the real reason \Nas tho process of exploitation to which fho 
people had hi.*on suhjocted. This was hrought out liy the late Dean Inge 
in his Outspoli'en K>^suos in tho following words quoted from tlie 

Chapter entitled — **The Future of the Ktjglish Bace," that traced the 
growth of Britain as the leading country In world. 

**Tiie first imiicttin i Bus industrial rcvoliiiioii in iliitatu) aa« ;iiveti by the 
plunder of Bcuual nfirr the vict# rift* nf Olive, fioaeii iiiki Uie coiuiiry *iii a 

bmad stream f»u- alntui iU) yeiirs. Tin** iU-uottfii wcalUi plHVetl ih<‘**snif part in 
stlmiilaiing Ru}. l«iid's iuduhtiictt as the ''five luihiotib" exlorud iiuai France did lur 
OsrmaB]r after 18711" 

This catastrophe almost at the threshold of British rule over 
India ^set the characteristic pattern of administration-cum-exploitation 
that we have become familiar with. The famine of 
fNeraptloeot 1943-'44 and the pestilence that followed it are do- 
lodla's tiNluatrlM velopmonts that are implicit in the system that 
Britain has introduced into India. We have seen 
why more than 22 major famines should haye broken out in our 
oountry. The progressive deterioration of the economic life of tho 
ponalry caused by tho decline and death of the industries that 
sustained the simple life of the millions in India in health became 
inevitable when British rulers used the arm of political injustice to 
advance British industries, wh^n the Parliament of Britain passed law 
after law imposing heavy duties on Indian manufactures, almost pro- 
hibiting their entrance into Britain and other European countries. These 
etepe drove to agriculture the craftsmen who bad their arts and crafts 
to earn a living for themselves and their dependents. The present 
geneiation of bureaiu^rats make it a grievance that India's 

soil should have on it such a heavy pressure of population to support 
it. This state of things is recorded as a special defect of the Indian 
social economy. They forget the contribution of the selfish poUey of 
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thi^r own oouDtry to bringing About tbia cAtASiropbii! dovclopinenta. 
Tlio process of this deterioration is writ large in our present life, 
and re(*x)rde<l in histories written by Indians and non-Indians* Of 
the fomtr. T^adabhai Naoi'oji, Muhadev Govind Ranade, Bomesh 
Chund.-r Ihitf. »iiv pionoers : of the latter William Dighy will long be 
rcnit uihered (or his huok — yV#*^ /#«/*. wa /(# ///«// Sir Henry Cotton 
who was victimized by the bnreancracy ior his sympathy with Indian 
Asnirations, and had to retire as Chief Commissioner of Assam, in the 
o|feuing years of tiie present century, a very subordinate poet in 
the ulVieial liit inirhy, whose hook — AVr was a elassie presenta- 

tion 4tl the rssH uf India ior sclf-j^uvernnient desenbed in 189(i the 
history ot tiiis econuinie dohaide . 

til Mil a IiiumIimI yean* ii^o Itie «*oiiiincTi*i' of Ihiera a as isiiiaalcd at 
enr i f-c/c (im tiiiiliuii) iiipte- nitd its |H>|<tdfttioti auH at L*iO,UXi koiiIn. In 17 b 7 
the rx|>orU of l>M(Vtt Muslin ft) Kii^Uiiil Aiiioiintiil fo .‘U) lakhs (tiiue million) 
nipriH ; in 1 S 17 they luul i riiH«‘d Nho^rtlirr. TIo' stfs nl Hpinnin^ i.nd aeavini; 
which lor hjiih Htrorded «in|iloyn)riit to n niiiiiiiotiH iinil iiiihif^rioiiH |ioi'iilatiiiii 
have now hironie i x^inct. Fnntilicii whieh wtie furiniilx in n siute of litlhii nee have 
been driven to vU'seit the towns and betake thimst^lvts to the villu^es for a Hveli- 

hof'd The deendenee has oicurrrit nut in iWra i>nly the iniiiiiifaetiiriiu: 

elasMB ill all partH of the eoniitry aie hceduiiif: impovirished." 


Modern studciilis of world ccononues have heen struck hy Die ''nrrested 
ccommiii* rovth pujcnt" cd Intiifl. I'r. Vcia /'TJ-lt^y. h haiiing I ritish 
Mtiihority on Indinn economics, in Iut Iwcik— The Iktinnnic ]\*vrh puient 
of Indiu’’ (ll^Sti) — litis hccii ronstraiiud to U(ot:ni/c that ii uill huinnctd 
economic life bus not yet hciii uttaii.cd and tho ?!; rdnrd if life of 
the musses remains tnisirahly low.** I roi. 1\ J?. Ja ihnunn in hia 
liook — The IVvelopmcnt of Capitalist TlntiM prise in Irv la-' puhlised in 
Now York in 11134, could Imt express surprise at tiio poti iitiul wealth of 
India and its neglect hy the State. 

"ilcie was A euinitry with all the i-rnde chnvtnis ii|nii width maiiiifNctiinnie 
deiwiidn. yet duiiiif: more than a mitniy n l.;> ’jn|i i tn li.i li i>'iiin:e *;t tds hi 
laiiit' qiiaiiiitU'H Mini Ims iVivi!iM«d only a hw ot i]m i- iiiiIiKt ii.dnsnirM for whiili 
inucliinery and oriiiiiizaiioii had Ihcii hicldy irtfn-ti^l m mlir iMviintriiH WHIi 
Hbinidont\iip]»h <8 id raw coHon. raw* juti*. «l•►ily•miI td .<t‘iil. nisily-niimd wnd 
exi'eidtiinally hif.h-^rAde iron ore; vMih a pittiiaMm tdim fituTvinir 

heraiiMc of Inek if trcfisidil«< i in|<Jir\|i cni ; whh a hrstd ti ^ntd joid t^iltfr setoiid 

perhaps to no oilier eountTy in tlie'woild ; .. widi lO' i.\e«)'iiii niinki} wnliin 

her own hoidiin aiul near at hmid in which etirra weieHllHi^' ^umJ c|iiaiiiitiea of 
mantifartiiren ; with all there iidvaiitF^re, India niter a mnuiy was FUi pnrtiiij: 
only ahotit - i»er enit of her j»ot ulaiion hy feru-iy ii diiftry.’* 


One can fill up pages witli {xtiiuts In m 1 1 1 1 i i d Or\i iruiciil 
reports In arii^g witiu s« to the pKgn-fi-ivc pat p* i i;;irici: it lie rountry 
under tlio iignif inliodvetil 1> J litnio. Ve hnve 
IntreatinK alivaily rcf.-n.d tn tl:e imruiiiiig piisrui'o on tlic 


Depenilenee on 
Agrifttlture 


land in India which is Uir g m:ti e a point of 
grievance hy modern Diiii^li iidininisiintors as ^landing 


in the way of ngricullufal improvi imnt. ('i rt.iin hguris cun be quoled 
to prove this fact of the people finding no other uiinns of livilihtod 
than laud for eking out a miserable existence. In 

1891 — 59*8 i>er cent of the |»cople were dcpcni ent on agriculture. 
1911 — 71*3 per cent 

1931 — * 73.3 , ,1 •• M ,1 ft If 


These figures show that every twenty years with the increase of 
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popdfttbn mofe people have had to be maintaiiied oofeol agrienlliiie 
ofily# that during the period of the 1981 eeneos the number of 
tanffleee labonrers and unemployed recorded the terrifie figure - of 
8 ororae ( 80 millione ) ‘ of men and women. A society that had to 
carry this load of porerty-stricken people, to be somehow kept living, must 
be subject to tensions that recur periodically and that must have bad 
its balance between food and population restored by famines as it attempt* 
ed to do in 1943 in Bengal India's poverty and India's mal-nutrilion 
do not require to be proved by statistics. The present writer can trace 
these since 1905, taking haphazardly a point of time from which one can 
begin discussion. From his own experience of life he can say that his neigh- 
bours were a better fed people than they have been since. He saw the 
poorest of village widows having their cow and goat, and as the milk produc- 
ed bad no market so to say — alF householders being self-sufficient in this item 
of food — they took the milk and other milk products themselves except the 
Ohee which coidd be sold to the middle class families in the neighbourhood. 
To-day when milk is in short supply, and official propaganda on behalf 
of the value of these foods if so enthusiastic, one can recall with 
bitterness that our people practised in ignorance perhaps what their 
descendants are being exhorted to do. This is but an instance 
of the way in which the State in India has been negligent 
in understanding and appreciating the process of deterioration 
in the food front that was released over the country by forces 
like over-population in particular areas, but which the ruling classM 
did nothing to halt and neutralize. It is an irony that when 
knowledge of nutrition and researches into factors of nutrition are 
so much talked about, food materials that make people healthy 
should be becoming scarce in the country, that the Administration 
should bo trying to satisfy modem conditions by establishing Nutrition 
Institutes without being able to help the people to provide them- 
selves with nutritious foods. Its feeling of helplessness was expressed 
in the Oouncil of State on March 29, 1944 by the Secretary of the 
Department of Health when in reply to a question — whether the 
Qoverament of India realized that cholera and small-pox have a 
tendency to become endemic due to the growing deterioration in the 
physical stamina of the nation ?— he replied : 

‘The fsetors which govern endemieity are not yet fully understood bnt 
deterioration in pbysiesl condition renders a person more liable to certain diseases, 
indttding cbdera, 

*'In certain parts of India there bss been a deterioration In the physical 
stamina of the people due to under-nourishment 

This confession is not the product of sudden discovery. The 
bureauoraoy was not ignorant that "of all the disabilities from which 
the masses in India suffer, mal-nutritioa is perhaps 
^^sSPlaliiSa* ^ chief." Ldentenant-Golonel MaoGacrison, ms., 

Ill-I4d charge of the Deficiency Diseases Enquiry, Indian 

Besearch Fund Association, Pasteur Institute, Oocmoor, 
presented this picture to the Boyal Commission on Agriculture (ehair- 
man Lord Unlitbgow) during its enquiry in 1926. One or two 
quotations from the Memorandum presented by hiih will enaUe 
our readers to realize »he problem which has heen high-lighted by 
the BeniM fsmine of 194S-'44. 
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**Of «tl the diMbilitief from which the maem in India suffer, malnutrition 
i** ]>.Tha|iH chief. The more niieclaciilar endrmic and epidt-mic diecaaee auch aa 
r*u»l 4 T 4 , tMJiJi.rii , dya#*n*nry. end leproay kdl ihp»r th^ni«nndH yearly. But 

111 dtiiiiri...- )*i In iiiiiii.-niif, ivut in the WhtMehy (he hoiI of human b>«dy la 

m.i;l ^ r «•*>- for the wail ^ id w.ie • a^eiKa of iiiioiy ol %hoik; dinttaaea 

which the indiaii ptopK .” 

•‘Th*! pflri»ct of imi^rfw? fond in eauainK a dejiree of phymral liipfhfi# iicy, which 
may ^lot !•« Ht«jeiat*=*'^l e.ny of •lificam-, i« i xcttkptified in India 

aa III lew oturr ( Oiintrics in iho '.vnrld. F^tv, w no hai’e travelled far in India ran have 
failrcl to i;bs.Tv« thr ivai'%' k »*di! difltnnre in phyaical rffiripnc.y ot die difftrreui Indian 
rae»'9 ; and although dici'e hic a num^H*r of factnra, cliinaTie and otbera, whi.'li pUy 
Uicir part in deiiirinitiiii;;; theae diffci'ciu*«^ yet it hiiS heen oy rc.'irarcbee 

carried out in thin lahoratury and by Col. MrCay in Ciilcutia that nutrition ia the 

chief amoiii; them Malntiirition ia thus the moht lar-reachiiift of the eauaen 

of disease in India. It i^ one of the icrratest— if nut th«* ^rreatest— problems with 
will h ih'* invcf-.ri. jih'!- m d?!*ea«n ia fa*rd. It is, too, 'he rhit f aniivi*; the problems 
fsriii;; thu-r' d in H;;r«cid(urAl researrh. Mir ultimate aim of lioth is the 

same, rh'* ndtqiiotr initnrion of the fieople. S i far, then, from agricultural and 
iiMti'.inn »l uHran.'!! hrit:. iMii ii d nut in milntid compartiiients, tii«ru should he Uie 
' loscai 1 ‘ij'upcraiiou beiwicn tac:u, to ihe inu:ii.;l adv.iritai^e of each '* 

W *0 have said that ah^out forty years hack our 
MacCurrlaon s pno]ile vrero hotter fed, ao were they physically more 
l)ia)*r.os:*i ^ . ni ilmil ill ion tha^ luir; attoctod tlioir 

health has in various ways arfecto.! the soil from 
which they e\tract their food -grains and the animals with whose 
help thoy (ailtiviite their soil. 

' ft M inMi. Hu;di disHiiduKs of mankind a^ are ^»r.‘ m f»i;ihy iMitiidon are 
sou e .nie« irAccahlr fn the aoil iiae.lf wlihrh has become exban*«t<d and unproductive 
i f till' i cHt kiioi Ilf food f!jroiiirh iniprooer aUeiifum m i) ' iil ivitsiou. Malnutrition 
lliu .4 UH ha''iiilid r<)ui>«.< ill nil ovtr*wideiii:i^' vtsmia circle, llif ciillivator 

ie iIl‘iionrish«^d and ravAv,*^! by diHcase which ih commonly tifc re«iiilt of 

il! I. jc.ii.*;ixii 11!, hi^ !)c.;-;s ate alike i'l noil^^•bui ; wbi!e boih toil wearily in a 

heartlosji tlfovt to cstraci from the itUiiourisaed earth enough to keep them from 
“tal V’uticn ” 

Tho Siirgocn-Genijiul with the Gov 2 rnmont oi Madras, Major- 
Goi.oval Ilurchinson, in tjis uiomoramlum siihinittod on the same 
occasion, referred to the experience ol (iormany to 
*^(l(rrnranv*ln**^ explain 'the eli'ect of a reduced diet on a popula- 

i&alnMtritlon previously wolJ-fml,” Diminution of weight was 

tho first syQiptoiu : "energy lacking from food" being 
supplied in tho first place by the fat and in the second place by 

the muscular tissue’s of the liody. 

*'Tbis Stem** to have been the coiididon of ihe cater part of the urban 

inbabitaiits of Germany dutiiii.' the Wnr » 111)4--’!^), ibese bavini/t recei*’ed a daily 
aliuwaiicc of biod of not iiiurc than .Vm,; valorioa. 'J'bey loat weitrlit, hut they were 
Htated to be alnu able to carry out iheir ordinary work under the stress of circumstances 

ill whi'>h they were piuml Gii the children the effect of the diminished 

diet has been tn restrict urowth, but not to atop it Orman observations 

tend to show that a return to normal conditions will probably be followed by an 
increased rate of growth which will be sufficient to make up for that lost during 
the past years.’* 

The Quotation above describing the experience of Germany under 

Allied Idotikade estahlishoB two truths, that "biimun beings can 

adapt themselve?. at a low level of vitality and with 
Dr. Aykroyda their powers iiitpaicoci. to an insufficient ration, and 
Besearcbes scarcely realise that they are under-fed." {Henlth 
BuUetin No ihA Nulrifion VmlM of Indian 

F iods etc. Puhlif^hed in l9Jh liy Dr. W. R. Aykroyd, Director of 

U 
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NntritioD Beseftroh Labonktories, Ooonoor). Malnatrition in India bas 
been reeognized by membera of the bureaucracy, and except certain 
research work bringing out the truths of nutrition which the poore9t 
amongst Indians had practised before rural decay overtook them, nothing 
effeetiYe bas been done by the State to halt this progressive de- 
terioration in the health of the country. And the people have been 
driven to ^ adapt their living conditions to ^‘insufficient ration," and 
somehow carry on without realizing that they were ‘‘under fed." This 
under-feeding they accepted as a decree of fate, and Authority in 
India watched the process in helpless anxiety without understanding 
the significance of what the research workers nuggeated or paralysed by 
the stupendousness of the problem. 

Whatever be the fact, 104S demonstrated the incfPectiveness of the 
rulers and the helplessness of the ruled. The Ministries that have 
been functioning in the different Provinces since the 
What Oernany Mi ntagu -Chelmsford “reforms'* days have been part- 

coBld do ners in this crime against the majority of their 

people* None of them has been found capable of 
staking its reputation for giving effect to any of the healing measures 
suggested by modem sciences to meet the difficult and different prob- 
lems of survival in the keener struggle for existence precipitated by 
the inventions and discoveries of the same sciences. Their helpless- 
ness and ineffectiveness stand in strange contrast to what the 
ruling classes were able to do to restore' conditions of health and 
growth in Germany, in the rising generation of Germany devitalized 
by four yem of under-feeding. In the course of twenty years they 
more than made up for the loss forced on them, and from out of 
the wrecks of a defeated and disrupted Germany, poor in health and 
poor in material wealth, they could re-oonstruct the mightiest of 
fighting agencies, human and mechanical, that the imagination of 
human beings could ever imagine. The defeat of 1918 and the spirit- 
ual and material debacle that it entailed were made into instru- 
ments for a renewal of hope and strength, were converted into potent 
weapons of aggressiQn that challenged to a fight all the major 
Powers of the world except Italy and Japan. For about four years and 

more Germans, the derelicts of 1918. have been fighting the embat- 

tled hosts of Britain, the Soviet Union and the United States of 
America. How they recuperated their physical stamina would ever 
remain a wonder to the student of affairs Major-General Hutchin- 
son's memorandum submitted to the Royal Commission on Agricul- 
oulture In 1926 had drawn upon the experiences of Germany to 
suggest a remedy for the state of things in India, to the under- 
feeding and malnntrition that was sapping the vitality of the people 
of India. But his voice as well of other health advisers 
went unheeded by the Central and Provincial Governments in 
India. What a defeated and discredited Germany could do, 
one of her victors could not do in India. Why ? The reply 

to this query would take ns far afield. The unnatural relation that 

subsists between India and Britain, the subjeot country and the im- 
perialist Power, must be held partly responsible for the debacle in the 
health front of India. 
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In t'h' liarKgroitiiii of tlicsc weakiicFscp. lueotHl an<l phypic-aU ia 
India ^v'hiidi Ibfj State has net ))ceD able to eiiminnto from the l) 0 (iy> 
politic, hiii'hin and pestikneo have become parts of 
CoiDiiiiMloii't • natural state of things As \\o write (May, 15340) 

Keport - I'cpcit of the Famine Con.mission appointed to 

ei:juire into the rausrs and cctiseciuenccs of the 
Bengal Famicc iii IIMH, has soon the light of day. It is not possible 
to ignore ii« vcii-ict And it is somethings to iind lliat the mcrnLuis 
of the Commission have accc)>tod jk,lmost all the contentions of the 
publicists and public men of India with regard to the responsibility 
of the Central Government at Dclhi-Simla, of the Governnu nt at 
Calcutta, of the Ministries in Bengal. Tlie Government of India is 
made responsible for failure to “recognize at a sufiiciently early date 
the need for a system of planned movement of food grains, including 

rice as well as wheat '* ; ‘an agreement should have been 

reached at an early stage between the Government of India and the 
Government of the Punjab about the price lever’ of wheat , this 
wouid have kept the price of wheat ‘‘under control ’, and sent to 
Bengal wlu^at and wheat-products at an “earlier period” when these 
^(iuid have bicn much more useful.” The Commission subjected tlie 
■onif>lantly varying plans of the Central Government to criticism as 

lictol.tiiii.g an uncertain mind — the Bssic Plan, “unrestricted free 
tiud.: “niodilicd free trade”, control, de-control, etc. 

* r> lU-t'i, it wss clear that the Provincial Administration in Bengal 

aa« failifig to control the fumine. Beaths and maaa migration to a large scale was 
occiiijin;.. ]'i eti.h < irrtiiiifiihiKTa the GoTernmeut of India, whatever the conttitu- 
tionnl nx/.Ft s>lii.re nith the rrovincial Government the responsibility for 

fiavi livLU.” 

Tiro hv.' brill pviik'd the plea of Mr. Leopold Amery, the head 

of tlic Ii'.dio-liritislj Administration, that “this matter in Bengal” (Mr. 

Amrry was careful in avoiding the words starvation 

Deltii (iovMi nici.t’a or famine to describe conditions in Bengal and tried 

Krapoiiaibility to give these a respectable look by using the words 

' this matter in Bengal’’) is ‘’primarily one for the 
Ministry of the self-governing Province.” The Commission was no less 
critical of tho Bengal Govornment. One can go on quoting its many 

iix ivnies to till act cf rommission and ommission of the late Sir 

-ohii Her licit ard his successors. 


Sir .lohn was a sick man when be undertook the personal 
responsibility for the government of the Province in March- April, 
1943 ; during these three weeks there w^as no Ministry 
advise him ; if he needed any advice 
MiiiUtry thore were the sundried bureaucrats at Calcutta’s 

Writers’ Buildings to fall hack upon. It is these 
l>eopIe or theii opposite nundiors at Delhi Simla who were responsible 
for the propagaiitia of suHiciency which the Nazimuddin Ministry 
embraced with much gusto when it was pitch-forked into the 
Ministerial •jmitiie. The Gcnimission has characterized it as “mis- 
guided and thinks that “it would have been better to warn the 
people fully/ot the danger of famine ’ The Nazimuddin Ministry has 


i imru ucifbci w i/iio 

The Nazimuddin Ministry has 


not come out of the ordeal with any dignity. One point made by 
the Commission against it was that vyhen Bengal needed most the services 
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of M '*All-party*' coDcentration to pall her oat of the eonditione of 
lamine aod pettilonce, the Maalim League etoud io the way of aocfa 
a cooflammatioo. The Commissioa referred to the failure of the attempts 
to set up an “all-party Government", and explained the reason for 
these failures. 

**We iiiiUef stand tbsf the n: tii nasons for the failure were 6rst the refusal of 
the Muslim J^rnfcue part) in unurdajice with itR alMndia politka) f'olicy to join a 
Government which included any Muslim who did not bclt>i*g to the party, and 
aeeoiidly, the refueal of tho other rrincipal panif s either to join or seprmt a Guvem* 
ment from which Muslim l(n<'(:rH uho did not biloii^; to the Muslim League party 
were excluded.** 

And the CommlBsion. we are glad to notice, supports the grave 
charge wo made against tho Nazimuddin Ministry that it created 
difiSculticH for the organization of relief work in Bengal 
Cornmnnallsin A by fallow iiig its rank communalist policy. We drew 
Famine Keltef attention in the last volume of the AnnucU Registei' 
(pp, 48-‘9) to tho dual purposes it wanted to 
secure by the pursuit of this policy, lb wanted to fight famine ; 
it wanted to establi^^li its supporters in the Muslim community 
in the distributive trades of Bengal. Bub in the working of this 
policy blie second purposo gained tho upper hand. And the relief of 
the famine-stricken receded from view' except when it was required to 
propagandize a Muslim League point as a foil to the exploits of the 
Ministry. The Wood head Commission brought this fact in an indirect 
way when considering the three reasons for the delay in introducing 
rationing in Greater Calcutta. Beferring to the third reason—difficuHies 
and delays in securing staff and accommodation, tho members of the 
Commission let off the Ministry rather mildly* 

'*We recognize that viie difficulties of recruiting end training the large staff and 
of acquiring accommodation were real and great, but we are of opinion that avoid- 
able delay did take idace. Tiie delay in the recruitment waa accentuated at one 
atage by an endeavour to maintain ronminnal proportions. We considrr thia to 
have bcMi pi«ni( ulnrly unfoitunnie. In an enu rgency, particularly one affecting the 
food of the people. adfniniMtrative action should not be delayed by attempts to 
observe rules fixing conimunal ratioM." 

As we have said, tho Famine Commissioners found in favour of ixlmost 
all the charges that have been brought against the burcaucray, 
Central and Provincial, and the Nazimuddin Ministry. 

Malnutrition In The Bengal famine was caused by adiniuistraiive 
India was known blunders and corruptions. For, owing to favourablo 
conditions this Province has been “almost entirely free 
from famine" during the 19th century, to quote the verdict of tho 
Commission, except the western -most district of Bankura. But mal- 
nutrition was there* We have referred to thin as the basic problem, and 
the following words of the Commission support our contention. 

**At tbe beat of timea, however, a aection of the poorer claaaea, both in 
villagea and towua, did not get eoougb to eat and their diet, largely compoaed of 
rice, waa of poor nutritive value. Sir John Megaw, Director General. Indian Medical 
^rviee, carried out in 1933 an enquiry into the physical condition of vill^ers in 
different pa'ta of India, by means of question uairee aent to local doctors. Dispensary 
doetora in Bengal reported that only per cent of the population was wcll-nour- 
lebed, nhile 33 per cent, waa very badly nouriahed. The corresponding figures lor 
India as a whole was 39 and 26 per cent respectively. Since the aascasment of tbe 
state of nutrition dfpcadfd on the subjective iminssions of doctors in differen* 
Provinces, it is difficult to sccept tkeee figures ss fhowing cooclnsively tfint 
nutritional conditions in Bengal were worse than elaewbeje io India; NcvntliflciSb 
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tha MHito of Oo teToianaaa an bo ouotad m indieaUiiK in a jtncnl 
iMMiUMlory alnlo afnoMtioa' of ue pcoplo of rural &nKal 10 tmto preriona 
to the fcariaa.” , . 

AiBongit a poopio do-vitaliaod like what has boon dewnlw 

tho famine and the pastilenoe that aooompanied and followed it. 

Thera haa been keen oontrovaray with regard to the 
BaaOilrow lawhM mottdity fignraa duo to these two musa^ The ^m* 
aad paalilence mission has differed from ofScial and non-omoiai 
estimates; according to it tho fowncr haa und«- 
estimated these. wWle the latter are thought to bo ovor-mtimated. 
Tho official eetimate, Mr. Amory’s estimate, was 
lakhs : non-official estimate has been five times that figure ; the 
estimate of the Commission has been a figure somewhere m the 
middle, between one million and two miUions. Taking the Commission s 
figures the estimate comes to this. From July to 
13.04.323 deaths wore “recorded" as against an average of 636,048 during 
the previous five years. In the first six months of 1944, there was 
record of 981.238 deaths, an excess of 422.341 over the number ol 
the previous five years. And there are two significant remarks m 
tho Commission’s report that so far as excess mort^ity is concera^, 
the year 1944 was almost as disastrous as tho previous one. That 

“ITie cslsmity of death fall on a popnlaliOT 
circnmauucee were favonrabto lor a flare up ®* be 

between health conditions, iu normal tomes and the high famine mortality mua os 

underlined.” 

Tho Commission devoted about 34 pages to the discussion of 
“Doath and Disease in the Bengal Famine. Cbap^ V of ID 

is entitlod— 7A« Failure to privent high morMtty. A. 
Failnre to prevent summary of the Oommiesion’s view* 
high mortality the relation of femmes to epidemics is reievent to the 
subject under review in these pageSp and we 
no apology in i« w«M"ting it. A famine-stricken populstion » a nek 
popuStioi Famine meant not only lack of fcod in ^ 
sense but also lack of essential oonstituonts of f<^ that are 
for health. Tho functioning of every tissue and organ M toe^y 
is impaired by insufficiency of food } susceptibility to 
increased, and resistance to disease wbw iiT 

The disoVganination of Ufa produced by famine furthem ^ ^.spt^ 
of disease of various kinds including the major •P»demio dii^; 
In the estimated death' of “some 1.6 miUions 
in 1943 and during the first six months of IM** 
separate these into groups and to assign a j^porbon to 
and undor-nutrition, another proportion to epid^o 
another to non-epidemic dieeaee.” Dyeentry 

lisrly famine dieeaeee ; ae regards “ 

involved in epidemies associated iyid !^”**6* . ^ 

‘We agree with the view of the 1901 Oommi^ “ 

the cholera mortality muet be deemed to have 
A cholera epidemic can be checked, ^en m a 

letioo ” Malaria Control in Bengal ie a prohlam lor wm« no 

solution has yet been tonnd. The main mpoi^l^^y of nmdioM^ 
pnblie hewltli mthoritiaa wae to pnmde facilities tor treatnsBl 
This “nivoLtibility waeinadegnatolyfMfillod.’ 
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**lii view ol the Mfate of medicil and public heulth orgiiniiAtioDt in Bengil 
before the funiine. it ih st-Hrcely ^urprieing that they l^led to rise to the oocaeioD. 
On the heatili aidci no eatiatactory attempt ivae made during the early montha to 
deal with thp aifuation ; there was in fact almoet a complete break-down of health 
•ervicee, Mffu'ting both the centre and the periphery*** 

This ^ story of unpreperedneas generated a epeoiea of eallonsnese 
to iho suiTorings of milliona that has come upon many of ua as a 
aurpriae. One can underatand that timea of war 
neeainiujr^ create thia inaengibility, that death and wounds in 

placet battlefields, the homing of houses, of crop-laden fields, 

of mills and factories have in combatants and their 
leaders a deadening effect, as well as on the sensibilities of increasing numbera 
of men and women. But what we saw and heard of in India 
cannot be explained away by this interpretation of mass or group 
psychology. ' Lord Linlithgow's refusal to visit Bengal symbolised 
something, some defect in the character of the Ango-Indian bureau- 
cracy that the future historian only can rightly analyse. We are 
too near the event to judge it properly. Political irritation may lead 
us to think that the famine of 1943 in Bengal was allowed to have 
such a free run because the value of Indian lives was next to nil 
in the eyes of the men whom an inscrutable fate had drawn from 
beyond six thousand miles to India to hold sway over men of 
lesser breeds. We ‘ may think, many of ns do so, that men and 

women who agree to live under such a dispensation, have agreed to 

live under alien rule do not deserve any better fate. And that in every 
hundred years, during the middle and end of these years, a retributive 
agency in the hoart of Creation takes its revenge on these sub- 
humans for failure to display even the elementary instincts of ail created 
beings that lead them tp make a show of fight for life and happi- 
ness. Id India the callousness of the people appeared to have general 
in the hearts of the ruling people and their indigenous supporters 
an identical feeling It may be that they felt pity for these helpless 
and feokless millions, but that pity more often than not verged on 
contempt. And from contempt no noble endeavour can grow and 
thrive. This is the tragedy of the unnatural relation that historio forces 
have created between the two peoples. This is an interpretation that 
has not been pldasant for an Indian to write. But on no other can 
the failure of the Linlithgow Administration be explained. World 

opinion now or in the future cannot hold any individual responsible 

for the break-down in the decencies of human life that Bengal 

presented in 1948. It would try to satisfy itself with the thought 

that the people of India deserved the system of Oovemment t^a t 
they have at present, that their littleness of spirit has out 

the worst of the instincts, impulses and feelings of the ruling race. 
History cannot have any other judgment passed on the two-centuries old 
Indo-British relation, A contemporary Indian publioist antidpatee it mdy. 


The Woodhead Commission has had something of this tragic 
feeling. Its report bears witness to it. But it oould not go into 
psychological fakctors to exj^n the shmne d 1943. 
Chairman of the Oonunission was a distinguished 
foie front member of the Indian Oivilf Servioe ; he was known 
for devotion to his duties, and heedless 
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of personal oomforis. He must haya known that the inadequacies of 
the Administration boded no good to any body, Indian or British. 
But caught in its "steel frame/* no individual British administrator 
has been able to get over the ineirtia jof things in a "dependent" 
country : tho;o am. mg thorn who tried to '^hustle" the pathetically 
content people failed to make any impression, and, perhaps, retired with 
bitterness. The more stolid among them oikrriod on without hope and 
without any exaltation of ftelieg that only a native can feel. To a 
ruling rivc{^, thus circumstanced, came war — a war that required the 
whole-soulod s rvice of the people, a total war that could have no 
mercy for any iudividual, a war of survival for the British Empire 
that for about a century and more has been dictating the patterns of 
thought and conduct to the world. In Britain they have shown 
how an unready Government could be galvanized into concentration 
of effort that could transform the face of the country. Britain that 
depended for eight months in the year on import of food grains, 
of meat, for butter and fat, from Argentina, from Canada from Australia, to 
bo carried across thousands of miles of siibm.'iriD '-infcstLvl Ij/r.'.in 

with food rationing, with cloth rationing, with rationing in cv?ry bit 
and item of every-day necessities, Britain has sh^wu what ooui.i be 
donr to maintain the health and stamina of thfi people During the 
last world war Lloyd George, the British Premier and the organisfT 

of the British victory in that war, had spoken of* tlit 0-3 people 
from whom the fighting forces of Britain came. And during the 

uneasy peace of twenty years that stood h. twoon those two world 

wars, the health front and the nutrition front of the country had 
not been at all compact, what with the slump in world trade and 
what with unemployment that afflicted one-sixth of the population. 
"An un-eenployed ex-Service man,*' suffering from this debacle in the 
material life of his country bad "toasted’* bur in words that laid 
bare the tinsel glory of the imperialism that Britishers glori*' jty and 
that is the envy and temptation ot all aspiring nations of thi ms4C^rn 
world. Writing to the LuuJou Luiiy orgh« rf'TU®' 

Labour Party — be burst into this poem. 

Protector of weaker nations, whether a rah, or Pole or Greek. 

Always ready to help— abroad— ’tie the second time we npeak. 

We have drunk before to Thy greatoeaa where tfie auiikcii n)ads ran rad. 

Some of ua drink this second toast— but the lucky ones are dead. 

Ocean and dock and harbour where flamina w»rshi(ia sank ; 

Field and forest of Flanders are red with the first we drank. 

Now — worklesB, homeless and hopeleas— a sf cond toaht we give 

To a land where berocs^and profiteera—biu no one else— can live. 

We are down in the gutter, England— down and damnid and done. 

Bat we pledge a toast to thy greatness, thy greatness that we have won, 

With water stale from the gutter, we pledge thee, deep and strong. 

Oh Land ! where a man is free— to starve, if he doesn't take too long.” 


This was the country to which a total war threw a great 
challenge. And the Government and the people rose up to it with 
unity of purpose, the latter stilling th.; Idttcmess 
in their hearts that the poem quot d above bad 
given expression to* This was a contract, set againnt 
the background of things in I: dia, that made all the 
difference between a sovereign nation and a subject people. One may 
wonder that mvn like the writer of the above po.^m, fully conscious 


A eontraat 
batweea Ind a 
and Britain 
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ol dia isjntkioef of the fodel end aeonoinio regime obtaining in Bri- 
tain, shoidd have rieen lo noUy to ayert the threat to the norms 
and forms of British life, and should have fonght so gallantly to 
preserve these. This oonld be e:iplained by the feeling, instinctive in 
free men, that in face of a foreign invasion all other considerations 
should f^e from view, that the injnstioes and inequities of social 
and economic arrangements could wait rectification and reform till 
victory-day, yictory over the foreign foe. This feeling transforms the 
habitual smugness of the bureaucrat as well as the bitterness^ in the 
heart of the submerged millions that are to be found even in politi- 
cally free nations of the world. This was the transformation that we 
saw taking place in Britain. And this was the transformation that 
was absent from India. And because of this contrast an area like 
Britain highly deficit in food grains was the better in health owing 
to rationed life, and a self-sufficient area like India had to register 
the death of a few millions of men and women due to starvation and 
diseases caused by long-continued malnutrition — ^fruits of an alien S;;ate 
policy. The Woodhead Commission has laid bare certain of the elements 
of the problem that was set before it to unravel and explain. From 
the law of its being the Commission could not be expected to indicate 
the ramifications of this policy, the many ways in which it made tlie poverty 
in the material life of India inevitable. In this volume of the 
Annual Itegistsr we have tried to point out how British methods of 
administration and exploitation have resulted in devitalizing the people 
in India. In normal times the signs of this poverty do not engage 
attraction. But 1948 and 1944 high-lighted these for all the world 
to see. 

Mr. Casey relieved Sir Thomas Butherford of his heavy duties as 
Governor of Bengal in the early months of 1944, when the ravages 
of famine had exhausted themselves and those of 
miil^lWic^me* P«stilenoe were in the ascendant. On thS 1st of 
pestlleose April, in oonrw of . broadcast, sent out to 
^assure paUio opinion that the worst days were 
ar9t, he acknowledged that the machinery of “general administration” 
which he had been handling had “nerer been designed to meet tiie 
▼ary abnormal problems with which it was so suddenly faced." In a 
report pnWshed by the Bengal Oovemment were given certain striking 
figures of expenditure by it on medical reUef, water supply and other 
matters — ^Bs. one orore during the official year 1943-'44. As regards 
oombating diseases the following bets and figures were relevant. The 
preventive staff wan ndssd from 3,958 to 4,500 ; in normal years the 
number (rf aoti-eholera inooolations ^ven per week was 70.000 ; now it 
is 7,60,000 : the number of vaoeinations given per week was 65.000, 
now it is 9.50,000 ; in normal yean f^ernment supply of vaccine 
lymp per weak was 5,50,000 grains ; during December 1, 194$, to March 
35,1944, it distributed 614K)J.S1 grains ; in normal years Government stock of 
eholoia vaedne averaged 4,15,000 o. o. per week : now it is 15,07,000 o. e. ; 
the total number of vaoeinations and inoenlations given from 1st Novem- 
ber, 194$, to the lot of April, 1944 was 141,33,706 and 69,06,663 ree- 
peotively : during Tebruary, Maroh, Appf ^ target waa six millions. 
Another Table gave a list of m e ^ o al and non-medical drugs and 



-OTtt *41 1 WDIA IN BOMB POLITT 8» 

eqnipmoDt supplied to ciTil end mtliftery hoepiUb by the OovernmenA 
It made an impressive show But whether or not these were adequate 
to the needs of the situation created by famine and pestilence 
is more than laymen can say. A Government rt*port has *aid that 
between '*lat November, 1943, and 1st April. 1944, — 1.11.89.706 vao- 
cinatit^ns and 6 *^. 08.662 inoculations were given in Bengal/* 4his 
gives an idea of the nature of the devastation that was wrecking the 
Province, the incidence of the various diseases that found a fertile 
soil in the famine-stricken b^ies of millions in Bengal. Dr, B. 0. 
Boy, Pr«‘8ident of the Bengal Medical Belie! Co-ordination Cemmittee. 
gave a realistic picture of the situation in course of a statement made 
to a Press Conference held on the 6th June, 1944. 

** ...tlie Govern men t htd iteclen'd 18 districts to under the (Trip of smslt- 
poz Slid c*hVi|> ra in sn piddfinic form white the incidence of mAfmiA was gniiig 
up again aerording to the reyiort irc ived hy the Oommitiee. The lo'al popiilaiioii 
of the disiriets comes to 4 ctoies 47'7 Ukhe. Gran ling that the epid> mics bnii 
siTecied only 50 per cent, of the pniiulaiion. though Mccording to the re|t«iris 
rcccivid hy the Comndnee some dimricts had ev^n 80 p.c. to PO pc. of the 
popnlHtimi sff'cied wit!i malHria s conscrvMtive estimHte would he ths more ihNii 
2 crorcB of UHiigHTH poi niMtton were HttNcfc*‘d with epid^mi 'S. At. iIiih rate, 
medictil iinitH hnd to be raiffd if the epidemha were lu he efTcitivcly fought.* 


The non-official me dical men of Calcutta and Bcn^^al. the organisers 


and conductors of reliof orgittiizations, were not satis fiod with the 


Non official medi- 
cal men were not 
satisfied 


arrangements made on behalf of the Govornment to 
m«‘et the pestilence. They hit impelled, therefore, to 
organize themselves into a new organizati on in order 
to co-ordinate their activities for hghting this menace 


On the 12th February, 1944, their representatives nict at a conierenoo 
in which was formed the Bengal Mediital B dief Go-ordinatijn Com- 
mittee with a vifw to pool together all their resources f r an all- 
round effort to provide medical relief in the Province. The necessity 
for such a co-ordinated effort grew out of the fact that ''official 
reli< f ag'^ncies were -altogethi r unsufficii nt to cope with emerg ent 

situation that had arisen." T ex, Jain this, a report from a Calcutta 
daily (March 2, 1944) was quoted which showed how the official 
arrangements, as always, were too late and too few. It was when 
epidemics had assumed alarming proportions that the Government woke 
up to the fact that a start must be made for the appointment of "spe- 
cial medical officers etc. for relief purposes.'* The set-up of this 
official organisation was as follows. Th^i sanctioned strength of 
doctors, nurses, and others were 290, 1,200, 5,760' respectively. The 
number recruited was 138,710 and 2,8u0 respectiv^dy. And the 
inaugural meeting of the new Committee was quite ju8iiti*d in record- 
ing that "such services as could be rendered by paid or salaried staff 
Were not sufficient to cope with the enormous task ahead, particularly 
as effective relief work could be possible only in an atmosphi-re of 
complete co-operation between the relief workers and the people." 
This comment throws light on the difficulties placed even in the | ath of 
relief work by the unnaiural relation between the Stsie In bdsa 
and the people under its charge. People suffering fiom disabilities 
could not heartily respond to the relief operations started under Gov- 
ernment auspices*— this has been invariable » spirit oca In India. -AiiA 
this expsrience must bsve been the inspiisiion of the ccmiwlMI 
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gqoted ftboTe from the report of the Besgal Medical Belief Co- 
o^ ination Committee. Thin meotality will p^reist as long as this on- 
natural relation coDtioues to poison human relations in India 

The publicist in India would he failing in his duty if he did not 
bear witness to the valuable work done by this Committee. Nineteen 
CeastltaHpU of.* organizations co-operated to form it whose names 

th* Beagal llwll- should have a record in the pages of history. They 

e»l ReiUf Co ordi- were: 1. All India Women's Conference. 2. Bengid 
ostleii Connittee Protection League. 8. Bengal Muslim League 

Belief Committee. 4. Bengal Provincial Hindu Mabasabba Belief Com- 
nodttee. 5. Bengal Provincial Trade Union Congress ttelief Committee- 
6. Bengal Belief Committee. 7. Bengal Women's Food Committee. 
8. Calcutta Belief Committee. . 9. Friends Ambulance Unit and Ameri- 
can Friends' Service Committee. 10 Indian Medical Association. 11. 
Mahila Atma-Baksha Saoiity 12 Marwari Belief Society. 18. Mayor’s 
Belief Fund. 14. Mymensingh Sammilanoe. 15. People's Belief Com- 
mittee. 16. Punjab Belief Committee. 17. Servants of India Society. 
18. Students* Joint Belief Board. 19. United Teachers’ A Students* 
Brlief Committee. These relief organizations have been maintaining 
142 Medical units in different parts of the Province, 80 under their 
direct charge, and 58 placed under the Medical B lief Co- ordination 
Committee. Each such Unit is mnnned by one doctor and two medi- 
cal assistants It is not possible to describe in detail the activities 
of each one of these units, as we have not near at hand their reports. The 
cost of each unit is more than Bs. 500/- every month. As an fto- 
knowledgment of the debt immense of endless gratitude that Beog^l 
owed to these organizations and their workers, we record certain 
figures that will give an idea of the work done by them. The 
Bengal Belief Committee cam*^ first in the numb r of Units maintained by 
them, 88 uod r their own direct supervision and 11 under the Co-ordinating 
Committee. Next came th^ Ber?gal Civil I^rutection Committee with 
.16 Units all direcily under its control then came the Pi^ople’s 
BeUcjf Committee with 19 Units-' 11 under its direct control, and 8 
under the Co-ordination Committee ; the Bengal Piovincial Hindu 
Mahasabha Belief Committee came next with 12 Units, all under its 
direct control ; the Servant of India Society of Poona maintained 10 
Units by itself ; the Bengal Muslim L-ague Belief Committee had 7 
Units— 2 under its direct control and 6 were placed under the Co- 
ordination Committee. Over and above these came Medical volunteers 
from outside Bengal whose number was more than 104. The organiza- 
tions which Sent them with drugs and medicines were 8 in number — 
Madras Students' Organization— 14 volunteers ; Bengal Medical Belief 
Committee (Bombay) — 41 volunteers ; Punjab Medical Students’ Bengal 
Bt-lief Mission — 21 volunteers ; Ahmedahad Bengal Bahet Committee — 
16 volunteers ; Lucknow Medical CoIl« ge*~4 volunteers ; Agra Medical 
School — 4 volunteers ; Assam Belief Jomn}it»ee~4 volunteers ; Hyderabad 
Deccan)—!. The kind of medical relief that organizations like these 
carried on may be illustrated from the report of the Servants of India 
Booiety of Poona. Their medical work with the co-operation of 26 
graduates of the Tiiak Vidyapith of Poona, started about the middle 
^ December, 1948 and came to a olose on May 20, 1944. During 
Ibeee five months 17 oeutree were started for giytng free m e dieal aid. 
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Xhe nnoDber of patients, most of tli^m suffering from mslsria sad 
sosbbies, diarrobcss and dysentery, treated at these Centres, averaged 
between 2,000 to 2,300 daily. In addition to treating sick p opl^ who 
coaid come to the Centres, the doctor^ went out to the surrounding 
villages, met the patients in their own homes and gave them 
the necessary treatment- In (act. froo) certain points o( view, this 
part of the work f(>rm«>d “an important feature of the relief adminis- 
tered by mt'dical men hailing from other Proviooee. Not the least 
of it was that they came thus to acquire an intimate knoadedge of 
Ufa ae it is lived in Bengal. 


The various reports of the work of these organisations bear 
testimony once again to' the value of non official activities in training 
people of India in the duti es of ciMzens that have a history 
Vslae of Udt non- of their own traceable to the Hixties of the last century, 
•tfieial work We have tried to trace it in the last volume of the 
AnttUtd Ri»uister (pp. 58- 9) A ri'port of th« Medical 
Relit f Co-ordination Committee mskes certain remarks which show 
that the people who sought relief preferred non-official help to 
official ; “no wonder that peti nts have always shown an unhsi-itating 
preiereoce for our medical centres for their treatment and have eome 
from long distances, even though official medical units have some- 
times existed near their homes " This popular attitude is a comment- 
ary on all Government activities. Officers of the Administration 
recognized it. And their appre-cia'ion came to non-official organiza- 
tions in spite of the many mental inhibitions prevalent. The I^rectof 
of Public Hr^alth, Bengal, in a circular letter, dated the 8th November, 
1944, addressed to the District Quinine Rationing Authoriuiea, directed 
their attention to the value of the work done by and through the 
constituents of the Bengal Medical Relief Co-ordioation Committee. 

*Theae Uniia are moat valuable mraaa of eiii»uriiig that mnlHria vatfs receive 
proper treat ro*‘Dt and iniiat be rr^sarded aa very imporuiit adjuiicta to the egiirto 
of Ooverument in lliia reapecu It ia very dtairable. ibrrefore, that whatever 
aaaietaiice is available by way of voluntary relief organ isaiioii Unita ahoold be 
fully utilized and that tliere ahoiild be no utiDeceaaary dilbculiiea placed io the wa| 
of such Uoita in carrying out their im(K)itaut role.'* 


With this quotation we propose to end the discussion of tbs 
barrowing experiences that Bengal passed through during the twelve months 
beginning from July, 1943 to June, 1944. It is 
^Sti*lii*OriaSi^* because • we believe that the events in Bengal do bnt 

fh Blja^r represent the material poverty that has followed 

British methods of administration and exploitation 
that we have devoted such an amount of apace to bring into locus 
all tbs elements that went to the making of ibis debacle. A report 
of the Servants of India Society drew attention to the fact that “the 
sufferings of Orissa were overshadowed by those of Bengal ; bnt^ 
though limited iu extent they were as acute as those of the famine- 
stricken districts in Bengal.*' Again, “the situation in Orissa, where 
the distress though leas in extent than in Bengal, was comparable 
with it in intensity, failed to attract public attention, it is b^eved, 


largely because of censor hip restrietioDS " Relief of famtee-etrieksu 
peopls in the district of Bijspar in the Bombay Presidancy commenosA 
UftdV the aospioee of thie Society in 1942 and oonl^ued up lo 
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Oetolwr, IMS. Bijafiar Fftmiaa Bdiaf ComnttbBa of Bombay 

baodlad about 6 lakht df np^ in this work Food and doibrn 
had to bo suppliiid to mop and women ; ‘ sattie r.liof" bad to be 
nndortdiea ; cattle eamps**' biiog established. Items of expenditore 
ipdiesto the many ways the Bdief Committee bad to face novel 
situations. On cattle feeding oentrM and eamps were expended about 
two and hall lakhs of rupees ; on plough centres alwnt seventeen 
thousand rupees ; on a eatile breedieg .scheme rupees fifty thousand. 
The Government of Bombay agreed to bear the whole cost of a 
scheme for making plough bulioclm available to cultivators at reason- 
able ^ rates of hire if the Society undertook the responsibility of 
working it. 87 Centres in different Taluqas were opened with a 
complement of Ifil pairs of buUocks • to meet the ' difficulty about 
fodder 41 Free Cattle Feeding Centres were opened in the district, 
feeding 6|487 cattle per day. 

“Kerala is today as famine-stricken as Bengal,” said the poet 
Vattathol in a speech at Bombay in October, 1943. Kerala is the 
narrow sttip of land l>ing between the Western 
remise eoadl- Ghats and the Arabian Sea, stretching from Cape Como- 

tIcBs Is Kerala rin in the south to Bonabay Pneidency in the north. 

It includes the two States — Travancore and Cochin, 
the whole of Malabar district (British) and pans of two other British 
districts— South Ganara and Nilgiris. The common bond o( the Malay- 
alam literature hold together th.sa areas divided into so many ad- 
ministrative units It has a population of one crore twenty lakhs of 
p ople. A report on the life of this people says that even during 
pre-war tim. s their daily portion of food-grains was 8 to 10 oz of rice 
per head. They depended on Burma for about 60 per cent, of their 
food-grams. VV ith the loss of this source cf supply, and the ban put 
by the Government of Madras on export, in July, 1942, conditions of 
faminn appeared in Kerala, in two-third of its area. In December, 1942, 
Malayalam papers reported that people were reduced to taking 2 to 8 
oz. of rice per head per day. The causes that precipitated the famine 
in Bengal worked towards the same caUstropbe in Kerala— complacency, 
corruption, narrowness of vision in high places and selfishness in the 
general body of the people. The Slate Governments suffered from the 
same handicaps as their opposite numbers in the Governments in 
British India. The spsult was. as Mr. K. M 8. Namboodiripads pam- 
phlet— Fbo-i in ATerafr*— says that during periods between 1942 aod 1944, 
there have been ‘four famines— one for every half a year — ea ch 
for 2 to 8 months these were “cycles of starvation periods and half 
starvation periodb" throughout the years. During the winter of 1948 
several villages had to go without rice for three to four weeks. During 
the “non-famine” months a typical village in the deficit areas— in two- 
thirds of Kerala— got 4 or 6 oz. of rice per head par day ; during 
"famine” months li to 2 oz. per head per day was the quota; 'W.if 
arrangement jtast managed to keep theM people alive ; they sorfiyed 
"as an emaciated, under-nourish^, eindemic-stricken mass of humanity 
but, nevertheless, a survival of living humanity.” These 

of starvation and semiataryation erea^ ep demies ; during June-August, 

1948, there was au e^ueuiiv, aiuing 80,000 people. Feuple will ask 
why is it that Bengal with a 10 par oent of deficit in her food jrains 
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feD a viriim to fainine, ^’hile Kerala with her 50 per cent deOoit 

was Skvod from such a cabastropho. Thu w liter whom we havu been 

quoting from ha^ su%£goAtiKl aa iulerpretatioQ. Authurivy iu B ug>il did 
nob understand ihu dang t of her portion while **the very desperate 
position of her food stocks" saved K«rala from the horrors of famine. 
Authority in this area, Indiau and British, koiw this "desperate'* 
pjsitioD aud took early steps to meet famine condition half way. 

We have brought the ktory of the disiutegration of the social 
life of wide areas spread over the whole country to a focus. 

We have seen how ineificiimcy in Govi rnmont and 
wnuMIoB corruption in the machimTy was reflected in the 

iklied conduct of classes among the pooph* who in their gn ed 

sent their neighbours to death and nukidneas. Fiiod 

and cloth have been made raiities, beyond the reach of the majority 

of the people. We will, perhaps, never know the many ramifications 
of the processes by which corruptors in official positions and profit- 
eers in the every-day necessities of the people brought about this 
shame and degradation to the life of our country. In the last volumes 
of the Annual Bt'giUer we have tried to show how the politicians 
of the Muslim League in Bengal exploited their position as upholders 
of the Naziiimddin Ministry to debaunch administrative and social 
life in the Province. It is not possible to have details of these 
nJarioua activities recorded in official publications, and the Press has 
also faih‘d to record the proceedings in Courts before which p.^rsons 
accused of dishonesty and corruptions were tried. Tbo Famine Gi m- 
mission presided over by Sir John Woodbead has not gone over 
this phase of the hreak-duwo in the administrative machinery with 
that elaborateness that the subject deserved. Perhaps, the terms of 
its enquiry put matters of moral lap8«. out of bound. Another 
Enquiry Committee, appoiottd by the Governor of Bengal in Deoaraber, 
11144, to suggest Tk commeodatione for the "improvement of the 
administration" of the Province submitted its report during the time 
when these lines were bting written. It was presided over by Bir 
Archibald Bowlaods who has just suooeeded to the position held by 
Sir Jeiemy Raisman, Finance Member in the Oovemor-Generare 
Executive Council. In Chap er VII of the Report, entitled — Ma> ning 
th- Machi»fr . — in Para 219, the Committee in course of certain references 
to "Service Morale," gave it out that its members have been told that 
"there has been a marked deterioration in the morale of the eervioee at a 
result of the impact of political forces on the frame-work of the 
permanent administration." 

*Tlie services apprehend that amenabili^ to MinUterisl prtssore and a 
‘correct’ attitude tovardc questions In nhk*h the Party fnr the time bring in 
office ta particuiariy iolereated ace moce hkriy to leed to promotion then edminle- 
ttative emebney.’* 

This demoralization beeame evident during 1948-*44 when the 
pulicy-carrying machinery in the Bengal Administration was found to 
be so morally ioadequaU*. But it is not quite true to say 
Why the anrean- that Ministerial Parties were the only sonrcee of 

creey lalled eviL The traditions of the higher bureaucracy with 

ita "attitude of aloof superiority" bad done nothing to 
enlist the support of the public for any measures either of proven* 
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tion of QDhMtliby teDdeBcieo or of refbroi of the eiietiog eonditione ; 
the Bowlands CoinmitteH r* ferrcd wi b *‘Bi]rp?i8e aod regret'* to eridfiice 
of this attitude whicl^ appeared *'to pay greater regard to the mc^cbani- 
eal operation of a Boul-lesa machine than to promtiting the wilfare 
of the people and look upon tbimaelves as mastera rather than as 
senranta of the people.” A bureaucracy afflicted by this malady waa 
paralyaed by the shock of the Japanese War, and it did things and 
failed to do tbiogM that only added to the coi fusion of things. 

From this the dt scent to corruption in the lower rungs of the 

official bierachy was a logical step We want to describe this 

development in the words of the Bowlands Committee’s report, not 
because it said anything OAiginal or what others have not said, 

but because it is necessary to have a record of what an official 
Committee has had to recognise. It is rather a long quotation. 

**'J'lie war lirre, m eUewhfre, liteidB eondUions ehicL make money •making 
easy. PariiciiUrly did tliia becrome ao when tlie aupply of conimodiiife became to 
sliort that Oi»v*iiimt‘iit mas furcid to grant licenrea to trade In tlirm. 'I he 
poaaraalnD of a licence became a thing of high value and dialiontat and onacupul- 
eua peraona did not hfsitaie to t ffer hribea in order to aecure the lie# nee to trade 
in the cummiMiiiiea afftottd. *lhf loaer to grant licenc-ea waa in many caaea in 
tlie harida of tt ropornry athffH not vt-raed In the iraditiona of the Service, nith no 
prospect of a p»'rniMn*iit career In it and piovid»d wiili an opi»ori unity for making 
caay money nbirh many of them found it imfosaible to let slip. 

' War condiiioiia ihua provided the opportunity, but it cannot be denhd that 
it became all too easy for dtahoneHi men to aeise the opportunity of illieit gain by 
teasoii of two ihin^a nan ely, (a) ilt-adviacd adniiniaiiaiive action ; (b) detecta is 
the Law which made detenitrii of oflVnot a difficult and wbiob provide Inachqnaie 
piiraliita for convicted nffindcia* 

**To take theae i wo | ointe in tirro. ^ he power to grant Jieeneea to deal In 
eommoditjea in alioit 'anpi-ly *waa conlirred nei anboidiiialea and t«mpotsry (•ffictala. 
with little or no stieinpt bniMt made to lay down rulea prtacrihiiig to whom, ana 
in whst clrriiuiitaikcca, Ikencea ahould be granted. *Jhe commoditiea being in 
Short supply, eommon aenae should aiiggeat that '|»e.rmita aliotild at least have nern 
condited to reputable 6ona /IJ# dealers in the commodithS coiicerned. Indeed, tbs 
sesaihla course would have been, at waa in fact done in the United Kingdom, 
to reduoa imiher than to increase the numlier of authorised dealers. Nothing of 
the tort Sterna to have been attempted in Bengal, and feople, ofieu of ill lepnte, 
rushed in to obtain permits to purdiaae euwmodiiiet in which they bad never 
dealt belora and io wbicn they had no b iemion of trading, eseept in tlia bla^ 
market. I be prufim ohtaiuable were so e»o<m<nis Uiot sppfieants for permhe bad 
no hesitation in ofleriug bribes far toa iempiiug far offices on rdatively low ralea 
of pay to resist. 

• •• ... ••• ■••• ... .M 

**Bo wkleapread baa conruptlon become, and so defeetiet is tka attiluda taken 
towards it, that we iliiuk that the moat dranile atepa abonid be taken to etamp 
out the evil which haa corrupted the public eervice end fsiblie morals. Anything 
leea le n denial of Juaiice to the po r people of the province^ who eompriae the 
bulk of the populajMon and who, in the and. have to pey lor the bribce wl^ go to 
enrioh the uiisorupuloua and the diehoneat*** 

Tho Woodbend Commisaion and ibe Bowlonds Oommiiioo eonid 
not hsTO (ramed their verdict with regard to wide-sprend oorrupl- 

_ . ^ ion on the basis of foots plooed before them by 

witneeeee and their etatements. The 
stamp onl the evil Goverameot must have plaoed doaatera in their 

to help them in ooming to their v^rdiet. Thsso 
datt^s must have taken months to collect ; tho details of bribsry 
and oormption must havs bssn dofinits. Oihsrwiso, tho vokdiol * 
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iiMM two OoTernmenl Oommitteac would uol hi^vo baeu m eiroug 
M it is. The BowUuds C)mmiite 0 iodiost^d ooe seat of evil^ha 
way in wfaich the number of authurisad dealers in oommodi ies that 
were in short supply was increased, and *'p-ople often of ill repute/' 
to quote the Committee's words, were allowed "to obt»in permits to 
purchase oommodities in uhioh they had never dealt before, and in 
which they had no intention of trading, except in the black market " 
The committee appeared to suggest and - believe that only ‘officials 
on r^tively low rates of pay*« were concerned with granting such 
permits. We do not know on the strength of what facts did the 
Committee pass this judgment, why it did not trace the evil higher 
up^ in^ the Nasimuddin Ministry whose policy of esrablishing and 
maintaining the communal ratio in the trade and commerce of the 
Province was responsible for increasing the number of dealers who 
receiv^ permits, thus introducing inexp.trienced and unrea'iable per* 
sons into these activities The Woodhead Commission Report has 
stigmatised this policy. And we are upheld in our conviction that 
through the loophole of “communal rati t" has flowed over the body 
politic of Bengal the corruption that has been deplored in the Rowlands 
Committee's Report'. It has called attention to the “d^^featist attitude" 
adopted by the Government and the people with regard to this evil. 
It is not necessary to plead alibi on behalf of the latter, the 
hoarders and profiteers who form the majority of this anti*soeial 
confraternity. We have to confess with shame that these corruptors 
of social morals should have come in such numbers from the heart 
of Indian society. Bot it cannot be denied that they could not have 
flourished and made such a parade of tbeir iU^gotten wealth if 
the State in India had frowned on them. We do not know how 
do they deal with moral lep^^rs like these in other countries. But 
we oannot believe that the State in these turn the blind eye on 
lapses like tbece. But here in lodia the Sta e has been philosophically 
iDdiffrrent to the corruption that throve unchecked and unashamed. 
We do not forget though that Mr. Richard Casey, the Governor of 
Bengal, called attention to this deterioration in a broadcast of hia in April. 
1944. Wa have not heard since then that his £xc*ll*^ncy has taken 
any positive step to sterilise the aources of evil. It may be that the 
reform of morals does not come within His Excellency's many discretions 
and special responsibilities. 

The disintegration of material and moral life that through famines 
and scarcities in various parts of India erupted into view during 
1948-'44 has an intimate relation to the system of 
HewBrItsin administration that Britain has esttblish d in this 
stsrM IBs evil country and that has been Wt^rsening conditions with 
every year that India remains unfrae The trappings 
and equipments of modern life that havf followed the British^ rulers 
into India kept onr people iguurant of the .real character of this rule— - 
how by a oombination of the ruler and the trader tbn norm and 
forme of Indian life were wrecked beyond repair, and nothing has 
bMi plac ed in the vaonum to repair the destruction eaut *d. We do 
not hold any individual Briton responsible for the havoc that his 
system ol mle has wrought io our country. The whole generation that 
witnessed the spcind of British iafluenos ovm the glob*f. that helped 
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to found t1i4 Brifish Empire* knew no better. In their treatra'^nt of 
their own people th^y were no better in dispossessing millions of 
Britishers of their lands and driving them to wcirk*house8 fr- m which 
were r crnifed the *hand-»* for the working of factories run by steam, 
and her traders covering the world with the commodities manufac*^urrtd in 
them. An interpreter of Britain’s industrial developmemt has described 
this development in the following words : 

*‘Vq» i<e \Wt-rn Jii* ior, a liiah ffttmin:; rf'scinie of Arthur Youujr who 
sroiiM lo’t steal iho p-H^si* frem the eointnon, biu had no serunle at»'*u( sii-alintr 
llie common frnm fhe InimHii iro<Mie, wi* itnenti»fioiit1y r<■l•r•»oin^ for Iii4 hiit.-Ml 
rival, ihe m**chine-nwnini! c^'*i»a!ist„ and mhen ihe villitie had bi-en anipfiMi nut 
info Ibe wn»k bnii»»e^ it fdlotreii «a loL'te^fly aa the dedtnMtnna of Ad i :ii Smith, 
or the inechaiiios of biu voutia friend Watt of Greiiork, that the woik-houne 
would be empM-d into the faeiory.** 

Ant ther historian has described this process of the destruction 
of Briti'jh institutions as and when the young r sons of British 
families were ranging over the world, d’i*'eD th reto 
chaos in the social life of their country. 

decay They left th'^ir land because it could not hold out 

any hop*^s to th.*m of batter life. But oven in their 
exile they found con«olation in the grandeur an l gl »rv of un 
imp rial destiny that their tiny island in the north A'lantic had 
secured. Blinded hy this prospect, the few and tho many in Britain, 
the privileged and the unprivileged in the coun»rv, fail d to notice 
the ‘‘England of the poor/’ and were Ignorant rf the "black aby.<?8 
which lay und«r the surface of England’s wealth.” t*) quote from a 
biography of Lloyd George To summarise th« woi’ds of another, G. K. 
Chesterton’s interpretation of this development in his country’s pdi^y and 
practice, all through the 18ih century, all through thi Whig sp^oL'hes ab >ut 
liberty, all through the Torv Rpe»ch«s ab'mt pitrioMsrn, tlirougli tho 
period of Wandewa^h and Plassey, through tho p’riod of Traf.tlg ir and 
Waterloo,- tho Central Senate of the nation, the Parliain nt, was 
passing Bill after Bdl for the end sur^ hy th* great landloids of such 
of the common lands as hnd survived out of tho great "communal 
system of the Middle Ag^s.” These Enclosure Acts in courai of forty 
years (1760-1800) numb ered 2,000 : and the areas enclosed were 21,*. 8, 
72l acres of common fi-dds and 74,619 acres of waste linds .\r:hur 
Toung, one of tho foremost of tho advocates of this enlirgcm -nt of the 
private estate's* recognized all the same that "by, nineteen out of t-vt^ry 
loclosure Bills, th** poor are injured, and grossly inja^fd " The quns- 
tioQ has been asked-^whv should the Bri’ish poor have accepted tliis 
dispensation 7 The reply has b*ea — “so paramount were the nefds of the 
nation for more food, and so deep the sens<^ of snbord' nation among the 
masses.”— ( Perrfs — 7h» Inhifi*riat h i*f .\ftifirrn Entfhnt^i,) 

And what was the result of those enclosure's ? Engla»Ml hvara * a coun- 
try of large estates Bdore Waterloo there were many comm »n‘ r.s 
and yeomen. Even in 1831 when census fignr-*s w- ra avail ihl of tho 
2,36,348 male occupiers of land, abont two-t?frhs employed no I iliourcrs, 
while the remainder employed an average of only 5} laboi.iers p;rr 
farmer. In Scotland at the same time, of about 80000 f ccupiers, 
more than two-thirds employed no labourers, and in Irolaud ni irt* than 
tbrse quarters of those were poor cottiers. In marked contract ro »his 
was ihe atate of things in France. There were three and hall million 
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Hint m HB o M of lAom eollitilad on tfw «T«niit odlf 
tonriion mm per heed. By 18S1« ihe M itm at smell Indtpsuilent 
fermMi wes diseppeering irm ihe British eonnlry-side. They hsM 
en neeily gone to-dey, not merdy the nemes but theiv blood leleticsio 

elso ham gone oat of the old hebitet Most of tiidr s o ces ss o is eie 

desoended from '*workerB"» end tiie tredition of herd work lemeins 
with them* 

In other oookitries elso the seme development 
IkemMgerdep- hes tid^en piece. To quote from the Japan IVmis, 
■eat In Japan written ebont t«i years ego, 

*The most anfogrtanete aspect has base the deollna in the ststas of ths fhnsieg 
population which has taken plaee hand in hand with Inereaae in piednetloe cn 
agrienltoial produce and even wltii increased investments and general nalog cl Ihe 

land wealth of the country We thus witness in Chosen (Korea) a developBMei 

which has taken . place to a degree In Japan also, namely, the welfsie of tfie 

agrarians being sacrificed fbr progress in urban areas.** 

Modem indnstrielism of whioh Britain wes the pioneer end hM 
been its benefioiery !or ebont two oentorias, picking np the oreem 
iM. ^ materiel life of the world—- this eoo n om io 

dispensation imposed on the broad mass of the 
diriment of British peoffie crnd seorifioes. It oonU not be 

milder to Indian interests and rights. What thU hes 
meant to India was brought ont in 1948-*44, the oniminetion of 
about two oenturies of exploitetiou. One of their historians B* 
Biekards, writing in the eariy years of the 19th esntnry; more then 
a hnndr^ years baok, wrote : 

*It la the sy s tem which generates, matures and penpetnaies Ihe whole evli. 
It commenoed in error ; It has been conlinned through a long ttnin of nppran^ 
esaetiona which our ablest servanto have labonied in ^ to allevlale { and it 
finally fixes Its hapless victims to the galUng oar lor life.** 

Mr. Biekards was speaking of the lead system essodetsd with ihe 
ct Lord OoroweUis in Beimel and of the Byotwari syslam 
in Madras that broke up the sooio eoonomio erreage* 
Base pieflteeili^ ments in the Provinces. The whole range of laws 
In aale of geld mid ordinances that the British rulers p a s se d end 
presoribed for the benefit of this country sulteed a 
sea-oheage that in < the result constituted en *'evir’ so far-reeohing in 
its effects, that after about one hundred and fifty years of their fariso* 
dnotion they still aot as poison And it erupts into sttenrion evsry 
now and then. It very often happens that the people do not u n de r ^ 
stand the causes and oonsequenoes of the malady. Daring the period 
we have besn dieoussing, the Pinanoe Seoretary, in preeen^ the 
budget to the Oounoil of State on Fefaroary 29, 1944, inetd e nt aUy 
referred to “another important inflationary meamire," ealo at 

gold had been going on lor the last six months. Mr. Jones did 
not Uk. (hi, cold nl,;h6 (bonghl (h,( hwwtoM^ ia GotmmwMi 
M oo^ mth^ UbMia (o&aowoffmd to "tlio?,ii»U 
wu • iMttor prapooitioii. Bo* (bn. ww, loia. who iia^ A* 
of the "mimtire ao3 ilkgkwl” dtonudiT. pnbmd §41. 
Aii^ , far iMMfit til. Bei«tT.Buik of Indioww wUiag 'ggli 

providad by (bo Oordmowot, of BittniB uid (be tiaitcd BMm 
of Ametie.: u>d (b. nd. inroeeed, weze beiog oMd by them tewude 
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Hm pftymeiil of their wer tr an eaeB o n e in India. Hr. Jonee tandered 
aoerttidale to thiemy of oheddog inflatbn and the rite iniheyrioeo 
Ol eonunoditiei. Thit story of the gcdd lak looked so lespeetsUe and 
hMoesni But memben in the Owtesl Assembly presented its other 
side during the same budget sesrion. Let ns indioate it in the 
ssords of Sir Vithal Narayan ObandaTarksr representing in the 
Assembly Indian eommeree in the Bombay Presideney through the 
Bombay lUUowners* Assoeiatton. 

Is new clear that gold is bdag sold bj the Beserre Bank as ageata 
of the British and United Btatss of AoMrica Tressnrles sod the proeseos sre 
ntlliasd to pay partially te the ezpenditnie ineofred on behalf of these two 
eottntrlee In India. What, howerer, seems strange andT ineqaltable is that, while 
the world price of the metal— based on the -official inrice of 168 shillings and 35 
dstlsM per onnce in Britain and the United Btatss rsi^tirely— is cqniralsnt to 
Be. 42 and odd per Ma togcthsr.wlih ehaigm at about 5 per oent^ gold should be 
sold in India at aa bln as Btu 71, and the worst of all this is that the entire 
mdt amounting to nearly^. 29 to Be. 80 per tola mss to the foreign szehfqner 
mstead of to the Oovsrnmsnt of India. If it is argued that India is now getting 
the gold. It need hardly be emphasiosd that goods are far more essential to the 
United Btatss of Ameriea and the United Kingdom in these days than gold. 
Aeoording to market estimates, some fire million (fifty lakhs) tocos hare been 
sold so far, yielding a net profit of at least Ba. 15 orores. If these funds had 
aeerusd to the Indian Ezoheqaer instead of sueh wealthy countries as the United 
Kingdom and the United Btatss of America, the Indian tax-payer would hare 
benefited to that extent and it would not hare been neeesaary to lery fresh taxation 
on inch a colossal scale. The Finance Member argues that the gold belongt te the 
United Kingdom and the United States of Ameriea and they are prepaied to release 
it at the rate at whbh ^ they want Are they going to be allowed to profiteer in 
this country T" 

The Eioance Member, Sir Jeremy Baiaman does not appear to have beet 
able to bring forward a better argument in favour of his oonniving 
at this profiteering than that it helped to deereaee 
Mere ol Ihia etery *^the st^ng balanoee,*’ that it "materially aurole- 
ot prollteeilBg mented other anti-inflatioai^ measures." But the 
full story of the traneaotion which baa oome out 

einoe then pnte a more sinister meaning to the whole affair : it 

•howed the Knanoe Member of the Government knowingly encouraging 
this "blaok marketing" at the expense of the people whose taxes 
maintidned the oostly paraphernalia ^ which be was a part. will 
bear repetition in the pages of the Indinn Annual iZepjetor. From 
August, 1948 to the of February, 1944, the Beserve Bang of 

India had add gold in India of the total value of £ 90 milli^ 

about Bs* 96 orores and more. People did not understand the policy 
and teohinque of this transaotion till the Prase in India got scent 
of a certain disouesion in the Parliament of the Union of South 
Africa at Oapetown. The people of this dominion had by that time, 
sometime in the spring of 1948, eome to learn how they had been 
tricked, how their Goyermhent had huled to aeoure from the British 
Qofcmment a part at Isaat ol the profits of the ,sale of gold in 
Iwdia. The gold that was supplied by the latter of the Beserve Bank 
ol Twdi^ oame lr<n South AMea. H appeare that in 1940 the South 
AMoan guld mine-owners or the Govermnenl ol thak oountry esAered 
into an agreemant wdlh BriUin to s^ all their gold to the Bank 

of AB-fls. an oonee for the dnialion ol the war. That 

gold was soli to India at anything up to £16 by Britain and the 

United Btatee, the latter sending her from hor boerdod etook. 
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u im lOTMlad in iim O^rtowa PmeUmuoI tinft tlw Bwk ol Badud 
«M atm paTiaf 171 sUIlfi^ par ooaoa ct flat floH M htt 

htm mUbc tl 174 tUlliati to AaMtioa. vlillt ia laflia fl hat btn 
atlHag thm^ Iha Batant Baak dL ladia that ppU al 190 AOHf 
par ooaaa of fiat fold. Xht Primt IBniatir «f Sooth AlHaa, VUld 
M t f t h al laa Smalt, triad to pot tha batl foot oa Iht aoatttr hp 
^wwiag off a moal poao that ttw bat markal ia ladia it a 
bladi mari at tad t h a w fa m , tha Uaioa at Booth Aftiaa did aot aith 
to partUpata iail." ha wah aatieipatod ia ttiia atlitodiidaiBf 
by tiw liaaaM ICambar ia Lord WaTtll’a Baasotiva OooaoU whaa, 
pgttand by tha ill>oatarad eritioiam of mambam of tha Oaatral 
iVaaoinbiT he triad to ah^ them with wotda of coaaolaMoB : "ladia’a 
obUfatioBa aara thoaa of aa ally aad aot of a bonia." Sir 
Jaramy ia hit fiat baaay forgot that obUgatiooe aara aot aa oat* 
way affair, that aoBi a t hia g roora thaa aotda aoold ba rafoitad to 
joatify to tha ooaaoiaBoa of tha aotld whoa tha foil atory oomaa to 
be kaoaa that tha gold, whioh tha Uaitad Btatea boo^ from ladia 
dntiag tha dapraadoo at Bo. 80 to Ba. 86 aad whioh Britaia had 
baaa boyiag at Ba. 43 ia SooUi Afrioa, ooold hoaaatly ba aoU 
ia ladia at dooUa that prioa, aad that aooh traaaaotioaa tolaratad 
by the aobordiaala Oovoraoiaat at Naw Daifai did aot make them partoara ia 
tha aril of ‘‘UaiA roarkat" ia ladia. Tha lodiaa peo^ by thair aaaod* 
atioa wiUt Britaia haa laarat that profltaariag ia a reoofaiaed oaaoa of 
State morality. Bot what raaklea ia. thair heart ia thia apiooda ia 
that a Goreromaot oaiag tha name of ladia ahoold have bM fooad 
aaoooragiag profitoeriag ^ aliaa Btatea at the aapaaaa of tha po^la 
whom it ia ita doty to oarra. For, by ao iatarpratalioB of ttte 
tanoo of tha Uaitad NatUma' orgaaiaatioa ooold tha Oorannaaeb of 
Britaia aad tha Ooraramaot of Uaitad Btatea ba made i d aatioal orith 
tha Ooranunent aa by law eotoUiahad ia tbio ooaalry. It aiay ba 
that TnJte baa ao oiaiiy ooaato of iojootioa raoordad afaiaol BrUda 
ia tha Book of Bata that thia oaa of profitoeriag ia gold aalaa 
would aot wei|^ moeh aiora thaa a feather when tha final laohoaiaf 
oomaa to ba oiada. 

Another of tha mattera that baa been eraating aoa^don ia with 
regard to tha diepoaal of Indian aaaata lying bloekad la L ood o a. 

Ra proUam roaa thiawiaa daring tha p r eae nt war. 

Britain bad to boy raw materiala, manofaetored gooda 
aarrioae from India to meet tha naeda of a total war, 

a war of aorviTal for her aa a Great. Power. Imtaad of 
paying Lidia fw what aba bad bought, aha eraditad the amooat 
ag^at India’a poblia debt bald in Britaia wUob wan in tha aaighboar* 
hood of aboot Ba. 900 eroraa, more at laaa. Uba atory of tbio debt 
haa a hiatory of ita own. Tha warn of tha Ihwt ladia Oompaay warn 
fiaanaad from the treaaoriaa in Tnili*, Bengal aad Bihar oontribuflag 
tito nwattowarda finding thaaemoniaa. Whan tha Company treoafarrad Ba 
aothoeiby to tha Britiah Crown, that ia, to tha BtiSah Govennaenh 
lafia'a aaaooBtn ahowad a d^ of aboot Bo. 160 aaoiw and mpip, 
Tha aoat of tha wan agaiaat Afghaaiataa, tlw aipeditiona diie^agiM 
tha in aad aaoaad what li to^y.kaowa aa tha Norlh'Wagl 

IrpnMat IkOflaoa far tha iwpoaa of fladiiig or manafaetorfal « 
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"■elanHito ftonlin”, tba two won ogoiiMt Bnnno oil ttw eool d Hkm 
WHti warn wtand into ttie bUl. A put* of tho dobt wm 
lor tbo flnonMng of the irrigetioB worke end tto ndwope, in iaeinnon 
We here been told that etanoet all thie debt atood lepaid by the and 
at the flnaneial year of 194S-48, and that dosing tte wn yean 
as a reenlt of pnrohasee in Inffia made on behalf of the BrftUi 
Goyenunent there ia on eiedit to the aooonnfe of India held in tiie 
Bank of Bngland the yaloe of which wae near abont Be. 1400 asone. 
It was not out of superfluity tiiat India boilt op this aeooent. Her 
people were foroed to stint in the Tery neoessitiea of their not high 
standard of life. Her growers of cotton and'^ jde, far instance, were 
cornered as their commodities conld not read the world's maikets 
owing to this war, and owing to the control over shipping easroised 
by the Governments of the United States and of Britain. This ease 
ezempUfied what happened to ail the prodncers of all the raw mater- 
ials of Btdia. A people who are duonically dose to starvation 
had been required to suffer and sacrifice so that Britain may coma oui 
of the present war with the wings of her imperialism undipped, thaf 
1 ^ might retain her podtion as one of ^ Great Powers of th< 
modem world. The prices of these sufferings and sacrifioes are record* 
ad in the books of the Bank of England. And it is net quits 
nnnatoral that tibe people and the men and woman who can speak 
on tbiilr behalf should expect to aer these in some concrete farms, 
that they should expect and hope to build np a better life for their 
people, a higher standard of life for them eqnitably spcead over the 
commonalty of the land, with the- hdp of the ere^te that an at 
present Uodked in London. But their politiod subjection to Bdtain 
has made these blocked "sterling balances’* a subject of poUtioal argu- 
ment. It is an arguable propodtion that Britain cannot be e^ecM 
to pay out at a tinu the whole amount mr its equivalents in Kritish 
goods and services. This podtion has made Britain, the debtor to 
to India, a dictator of how, when, and in what farm India oan expeet 
a repayment of the debt. 

^ And it has bsen asked— what oan India do with this huge 
amount? Every one, Ghivemmeat and the governed, speak of indna- 
trialisation, the expansion d dd i^nstries and the 
liSiUflilttsr*-' establisbment of new industries, as the way out of 

iSidaii el lada' economic bog into which India has sunk. Hans 

and planners have been abroad in the country. In 

1986 when Sri Snbbas Ohandra Bose was Presidaot of the Indian 
National Gongresa, the National Planning Oommittoe was appoiaM 
with Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru as the Ohairman. BeprssMitativs 
and industrialists and theoretioiaaa co-ope rat ed in its woi^ 
A of SuhrOommittees was appointed, and work divided amoa^ 

tbm to study the various phases of India’s life and suggest remadias 
to the many ilia from which she suffers. In a "Note ter the GuidanDe 
far Sub-Oommittees,” Planning was defined by tho parent Oommittse 
as fallows ; 
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^ itedMdd 

aaa iguaiofll w w, and the huan Ma of UlOi’* 

Attd tho aunt ol PbimiBg in and for Tf>j ia waia daBnad lo bo 

lofolfed, aa cha reault of tueh eirotla» ia tha wbirl]^ of Ecooomio 


P***®®^ itaiidard of Itring anong the paopla of lodia 
wiaUD a praaeiibad liaie limit, my, ten years. 

National Planning Oommittee oamo to an and 
th the ontfareak of the present war* as the Indian National 
iw. Con^ss got entangled in a oontroversy with the 

iMim plaBBiBfe Bri^h Government with regard to the latter's pushing 
sBaera In^a into the war without oonsulting Indian 
. opinion. The heat generated thereby added to 

oitterneBB between the two countries. The Ministries in eight Provinces 
whi^ os^ allegia n ce to the Congress were recalled. The bhairman 
® ^ ^?^Bing Committee^ Pundit Jawahar Lai. was put behind 

prison bars, and Congress activities were put under official ban. The 
faovynment busy with its war, and the people having had no heart 
in It. fmstration appear^ to be brooding over the country. The 
fonner, of course, was going about tapping the human and natural 
resources of the country for all that they were worth. The Eastern Group 
onpply Conference was organised with headquarters in India. Technical 
Mieeions from the United States and Great Britoin were sent to speed op 
the pr^uctive activities of the country with special reference to war 
necessities. That from the former had Dr. Henry F. Grady for its 
Chairman ; the British Ministry of Supply sent a Mission headed by 
Sir Alexander Boger. The purpose of aU these activities was to 
relieve Britain of the task of providing for most of the military 
needs of the Anglo-Saxon Powers in their fight with Japan. These 
had no other long-range purpose, though *'the crux ol the Eastern 
supply question is the indnstrialiaation of India.*' as it was reoognlasd 
by the Manchester Ouardian, But the Governments that sent the 
Missions and the members of the Missions refused to recognise such 
a reeponsibility. Dr. Grady, head eff the U. S. Mission, was frank in 
this matter. On the eve of his departure from India, from his five 
weeks’ mission during the spring of 1943. he summed up its scope 
in his farewell statement 


the fanetion of the Mission was to mske reeemmendstionB sftsr Invssli* 
gstioD oonoeroing ways and means by which the United States Oofernment could 
assist in augmenting India’s war produetioB. Ths work of the Mission, thereloie. 
has been directly related to the common war effortof the United NatioBs^ and 
hag been no wa$ conneefed with the post»war industrial and commercial prcoleme 
of India!* (The italiu are ours). 

The Grady Mission was impressed with the inadequacies of India's 
industrial technique. In its report it said that most of the enginee r - 

tim t. ^ . ^ workshops engaged in war producrion were 

“historically and actually jobbing shops." A baric 
tUntiens in ledia change was needed. It suggested the estabtisluneDt 
of *a War Cabinet with a strong Secretarial to 
control war production on aU Hs phases.*' It should consist, tri 
Ptc n i b e rs responribie for Prodocrion, TkansportatioB and CkmimnnicalteOf 



lot 

Mmim and Jhmma. Ool ol. Iliii wminniiwdrtioii fnw Hi* OommHtw 
at fha Baasativd Oomeil of lb* Q oT n o r -QwMwl kooam h ths 
"War B aao u wM OonunlllM of tbo OomuiL** Owiac to wacMno xm- 
Wolioiit OB too pabUflotioB of tho nows «l 11m pcodoalioa and ffiakd- 
bntfoa of "aaaaBHal** matoriala, tt ia boI poaal h ia to aay bow bdia'a 
major iadoftriaa bava adTaaoad. BoI al Um tima whoa ibia Oooadl 
Oo mndt laa waa aatobHalMd, atadanla of aeoa o mie data bdd oa tbafe 
ladia’a atoal prodnokioD nmainad praoUeally wbara il waa bafooa tbe 
waft tbak fai, aboat 11 millioB tona a yaar. Tba bydio deabtiu 
polaotial of ladia ia aiid to ba aaaon d only. to that at too Unitad 
Stotoa. bnt only t par amt. of it ia being naad. Tnadaii of Indiaa 
indnatrialiaaa, man Uka Sir IL T^aaoawanyai aa-Bowan at Myaoia, 
bold that tba poMtioal Uaa pf tba Now*Delbi Obranunant ia faapbnaibla lor 
ttiia baekwaidnaaa. Sa abaigaa waca dofiaita......''jnat ai tba Infian 

ataanat ia entinly abaant from tba bigbar laaka aamy, nary and 
air foraa aarriaaa, ao baavy indoatciaa bare baan analndad from toa 
otdata irfaaad with Bidian indoatrialiata or ifanw.” Whfia tbia aonntry 
baa had to ba eontant with tba indnateiea eonnaetad with thafaaffing 
and olothing of tba fighting foraaa, it waa not aatmatad with tba 
prodootion of military agdpmanta and war armamenta in wtaiah Indian 
anginaara and wortmen ao^ hara aagoired praatioa, aapaatty and 

aldll. “ in the baUigatant eonntriao aaaoeiated wito tiw Affiaa, vu^ 

the Unitad Btataa of Amatioa, Canada and Analialia, ordora ibrhoaTy 
maahinory and war matariala taqnitad during tba war, both for Qnat 
Britidn and tba ooontry eonoemad, ware i^aoed with the loaal indaa* 
triid firoM in the raap^ra eonntilaa. But tbia good fottana did not 
ooma to Indian induatriaa in tbia war.” The two aanturiaa oonaeetioB 
between India and Britain bare baan maAad by apathy and m> 
diffacenaa and of hostility on the of tba State; to India's ipdns* 
trial daralopment, the financing, working and aontraUing of indnstrias 
by Indiana on their own soil, the State more cdtan than not has 
bM maa than stap-motbarly in its narrow and selfish aoneem for 
Bfi^Bi* intarasts. A paople with soeh an azperianaa aonld not axpeot 
any sinears hdp from the Stats, any effaothra gu M an e n Bather, their 
asparianaa was that State poUey had baan helping, it may ba 
thr^b ignotansa or aonadt of supariority, the throttling of Indian 
industries, dapriTing milHons of thair means of Urdihood. 

It is a hlstotiaal fact that it took) tba natural leadais of our 
paiHpla daeadas to leaHas the ramifiaations of this injury. Whan an 
, alian psbpla establish thdr mla o?ar a aonntry, the 

A*— b disturbuiM ereatad in the soeio aeononrie life ^ Ifra 

** taSm suljaat paopla may appear to ba inevitaUa. Knowind^y 

they break the bank of the ruling e laM es from whom 
tiiay wrest the powers of the Stats. And after a tons they aeaapt 
dw aonntry as thair own and marge thamsalras into its pai^ ; tbs 
disttnation bstwasn the eonquaror and the eonquated are erased. 
Thio.ia tiw general pattern of history. In Thttfand it happmed as the Danas 
and tba Normans, for i nstaBe» lost thamsal*BS in the British or 
ISii^A paopla. In Inffia it happaiwd as the Huns and Urn Sakas, 

tbs Pbthans and the ICsghals, ba o a ma Indians for the praaUeal pur. 
posss of life ; the former two lost thafosaWss in tbs bosom of the 
sodsty into wbieb tbny imd introdsd as tUsns, and sonqpmrs at that 
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A* littar t#o ndiilaiBel IlMir tepwra tm eii m • ooiiiimtiiity or moH 
in Ifkm. Bnl with tbo mtItaI of Enropeon po^oe in India at 
tradm aad^ their struggle for monoiMitiDg the trade of the country 
a new ^ spirit of adTentuiism was indrodooed into the country. The 
weakening of the Stale in India wifeh the death of Emperor Aurengaab. 
the xebdliont spirit of the proTindal satraps of the Mughal State* the 
uprising of ambitions amongst them and' other peoples, such as the 
Marhattas and the BohiUas* for canring out independent States tor 
themselTos — those imsonal and impersonal influences were symptoms of 
a disintegration in all-India life. Tbe European traders took advantage 
of the eruption of these short-sighted ideas and sentiments ; the French 
and the British taking the lead in the fight that ensued. The former 
were worsted, leaving the field to the latter to pick up the sceptre that 
had fallen from the palsied hand of the Moghul, tbe Marhatta and the 
Sikh. The system of administration that the British introduced into 
India was suited to a plantation out of which profits were to be extract* 
ed. The representatives of tbe mling Power came here bound by a 
covenant to stay for a number of years and than depart from India 
which they were not taught to regard as anything better than a 
"*Land of Regrets.** Neither the traditions nor the training of the 
Indian Civil Service, the **steel frame" of British administration, favour- 
ed the thought that its members should think it worth while to 
attempt to identify themselves with the feelings, the sentiments and 
the material interests of the people of India. Bather, they were 
encouraged to cultivate the feeling of **aloot superiority," to regard 
Indian patttms of thought and conduct not only as ditlereut to their 
own but a» inferior to theirs by every standard of modern life. A 
country ruled by men like these corid not but wilt and wither. It 
is true that in the early flush of British education our predecessors 
had welcomed the enlightenment from the West of wiiich the new 
rulers were thought to be the authentic voice. Under tbe influence of 
its giaour they could not realize those elements of iinportsd values 
that were disrupting and destroying their own. Specially were they 
blind to the wreck of tbe arts and industries of their country under 
the impact of the new civilization, under the blows of a State that 

was rootless in the soil of the conntry» almost^ religiously avoiding 

any attempt to base itseU on the affections and ideals of the people. 
But by the forties of the 19th century, almost after a century of 
stupor, the modem-educated leaders of tbe country were found to he 
growing oonsdons that their people were getting materially poorer 

under the new regime. It was not possible for them, as it is for 

us to*day, to trace the whole process it tbe evil working. They could 
not know that Britain*B wealth was minted out of the dispossession of 
her own yeomen and commoners; they could not know how the 
niHng classes of Britain did not draw their power from the consent' 
of their people; they could not know what John Morley wrote more 
than SO years afterwards* 


**Evca the ptitisirt of Iks Bsfomi Act nffl2) wbick to lbs youthful Glsdstoas, 
bsfors bui o«ii> smauSpatiOD, sesned' to be tbs *wwk of tbs enii-Christ/ sis* 
Mcvtulbs of Ills natb populatioe. wilbout a volt. Upon • m con^llutri* a 

Iieople so fettsnii. tbs Industiial IWfolatioa bad eoiee llte e tfiiri fa tN, night ; 
aud not tbs most defsstaiing of wars or tbe bloodiest could hsvo lissB mors 
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tti « mra panning b tfio pnHau ol MMnI 


Oor pw ieBawo w o( a aeotary bask, of tha fortiaa of iho 19th 
nnrt bata beard of the Oharttst Movement in Britain which 
mbodied popular demands in a “People’s Charter” ■ 
a) Annnal Fniliamwte ; (2) Universal Snfiacs ; (S) 
Vote by ballot ; (4) Eqaal eleotoral distrieb ; (5) 
Abohtion of property qnalifieationa for members of 
FuUameot ; (6) Payment of members of Pariiament. In these 
the emphasis appeared to have been laid on bonstitntional principles 
and practices* And progressive people in India' were apth B«brtio over 
these. Bnt they did not nnderstand that the Movement represented 
a revolt against the conditions of nnsettlement introdneed into 
by the Indnstrial Bevolation, It was the time when the social mind 
of Britain was foil of donbts and qnestioninga. when DisraelL who 
later on became the leader of the Conservative Party and Britain’s 
Prims Ifinister, bad been popolariring bis theory of 'Wo nations" in 
the country — ^the rich and the poor— the time which interpreters of British 
history characterised as the "Bleak Age”, the “hungry forties.” This 
crisis the British mling classes resolved with the help of Free Trade 
by making food c^per to the people, just as the other crisiB, that 
which began in the seventies of the 19th century, was tried to he 
resolved by Imperialist expansion. The characteristic feature of this 
remedy was the comlnnation of exploitation of the raw material and hnm^ n 
rasooroas of dependent countries with exporting British camtal to other 
countries and draj^ therefrom tributes. John Stuart Mill had 
dubbed tbis as a system of outdoor relief for the upper «i-Tm oir ” 
while Cecil Rhodes who paved the way all tha expansion of British 
domiouloa OT«r Africa defined it as *a qnestion of the etomaoh*' 
stomach of the disposseased in Britain whom doles from the tributes’ 
drawn from all over the world helped to keep satisfied. Our pteda- 
eassen of the times beginning with the middle of the 19th craturv 
were under the influence of British Idberalism associated with tha 
namas of Bright and Cobden, of Qladstone. They could not xightlv 
nnderstand the impnlses that moved British life; they were in 

by the filory and the grandeur of an imperial race who to 

rule over them, and to thrive on exploiting their conn^. It is true that 
I ndi a n puhlieiste of that generation, men like Akshaya Kumar Datta 
and Eiihory Ohand letter, Harish Chandra Mnkherji of Hfmgal. fas 
instance, disenssed in the colnmns of the Tattwabodhini PeOrilcal 
organ of the Brahmo Bamai published in almost all the languages^ 
the country, <niid m the Jndimn i^pecfotor and tha fitndu Patnot 
problsiiis of the agriculturists’ Ufa, of tbs inj ectifl aa they stfetad 
frMn both at the h a n ds of native land'.owners and the Bunmoan sianteM 
of Indi^ R h true that by tte sixties of the century ewm our 
poets had begun to b e m oa n the lot of our weavers and blaek<«Biitbs 
thrown out of snqfloyasent by Ma nc h ester and Binningham. But tiiev 
eoold not ralats this decay in the economic life of their peopla to 
the polioy el the State under whidi they Uved. Bvan during Uw 
«■* «f thfludlan National OongiMS, firanded in 1686, then 
no efvidenM e^^ lusega^ of this poverty ae conditioned by 
in ftitish oottduet and tbongU, though then wen 
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Motaligiis inMi ad dniriiig mtlMitioa to Iho doooy oi IndiiB IbAuMm^ to 
tho womniag of iho miuM oopditlOBi cl lib io lodio. 

ftom Uib malody of oealtared thooghli oad ioooiiflnnt modiio 
our peopb wece zeiiooed by the lib ond work of rciirmiobtito 
moo like Dodabhoi Naoro}it Mahoday GoUnd Bnade* 
Mahaiar Gohlad William Sigby and Bomaah Chandar l>utt« Thair 
Baaai^ WUMua atodiaa on bdian aoonoiiSieSt aa thaaa wara aydying 
nndar tha impact of British mathoda of admhiistira* 
tion and exploitation, brought to a bona aH tha 
yariona alemente of diaintegration in the mairrial 
lib of the people that had bllowed the regime of Britain in Budia. 
Tha fruib of thrir reaearohes into tha liying conditions in Indb 
opened tha ayes of thair people to tha prooaas of icxploitation of 
which they have bean yictima for about a century and half. Xhrir 
books Buppliad the weapons of offence diraeted against the IrraaponaiUa 
authority of the alien rulers ; these pla^ in the hands of pnblb 
men and publicisto the truth of their life in Indb that enabled tfaam 
to judge and make the ^*new departure*' in their methods of politiaal 
atrug^ that was symbolized by the SwadcRhi and anti-partition agita- 
tion in Bengal. Thus from more points than one the man s^om 
we bays named aboye can be called the economic intarpratars of 
Indian Nationalism, founders of tha School of Indian Boonomics. 
Tha kssons of history brought out by them helped to dear our 
yision, to energize our thoughts, to supply the dynamo of our acU- 
yities, to put a new courage and datei^nation into us ; and these bays 
taken us through the conflicts and struggles of the last bur decades. 


At tha end of tha last century India stood face to boa with tha truth 
of bar real position in the scheme of things British. Dadabhai Naoroji 
and bis bllow-workers Uyad to sea that thair eonntry- 
Into aailkett w^ understood tha signilioaaoa of thb troth, that 

frisiOTi they realized that without freedom in poUM o iJ Hb 
their country would continue to reinain poor materially 
and spiritually. This realization called brth bom the daapa of 
cir ns ^l ousnasB impulses to suffer and saenfioa so that tha 
shame ignominy erf lib aa a subject people may be ended. 

Tha ruling power mat this chaUenga with repression, thereby aspoaing 
the more the basic ptincipbs and pzaotioas of ito mb. With the 
growmg intensity of tha ^ht for freedom m India# captains of trade 
Md indwtry .wdcwied to the mlintion tlut thair natwM Irt— a ta 
«an iuTolTad in it, thot tbay eoold not afford to xamain diatnta iwt ad 
apootatera ol this strnMl* batwaa, Indian Nattondisaa and British 
piiM. tha amsissBos «l Mahatma Qandhi into us 
of tha Tf»diMi Natbnal Oongnss. this saaMon of tbs aosonra* 
STlIIi hau mors inaassdngly bacldn, >s polWaad. "joway *. 

day-to-day szparisnss of bananeratio msarindnatfon 
diisotsd a^nst tha intaraats of ths Indian paopla, thsy aonld baing 
laaHty into lbs d i so u ss ion of pnUio al^. oonoasnsd ^ 

first prineiplss ratbar than with thair applioaUon to Ita o oy w t s 
psehUsu of Ws hays ham witnasaas to us sroRnian 

SaSTahanffs in Os ImUM of tbs indostrial and soBUMBoial asatfoos 
of OK oomdalloBs 


14 
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II 1 VM thus U»l the ^bnedideoo^ the Flen of eeoBomie end 
•oeiel raeenetrnetioa {lablieiaed by eiiiSil of the leedete of Indie’e 
induetriel- life. It ie popnluly known u theBombey 
Tke ■ewtay Plan or the Tete-Kile Plan after the nadnes of two 
of the ftameta of the Plan. For a time it oeenided the 
centre of dieennion in the Press of the country, 
carrying, as it was snrmised, a message of hope to an otWwise 
hopeless people. The Plan tonched on all phases of India’s life with 
its yations schemes of reconstmction of Industry, Agriculture, Oommu* 
nieations, Bdueation, HeeJih, Housiog and Miseellaneous. Die capital 
mcpenditnre budgetted for it was put at Ba. 10,000 crotes distributed 
as follows : Industry — Be. 4,480 crores ; Agriculture— Bs. 1,240 crores ; 
Communications — Bs. 940 crores ; Education — Ba. 490 crotes ; Heidtb 
— Ba. 450 crorea ; Honaing — Ba. 2,200 j MiaoeOaneona — Be. 200 ororoa. 
For the purpoae of execution of the Plan, it was divided into three 
atagee, each covering a period of five years. The expenditure to be 
incurt^ during, each stage was indicated thus : 


{In crores oj Rupees). 


Induetriee. 

First sts|:c. 

Second stage. 

Third stage. 
2.1(30 

Bssic Industries. 

48U 

1,200 

Oonsitiuption Gooc i Itidttstrics. 310 

330 

300 

Agriculture. 

‘iat 

4a) 

640 

Cornnanicstiotie. 

40 

320 

510 

Eduestibn. 

•10 

80 

370 

Hssllht 

to 

SO 

330 

Kontisg. 

100 

420 

1.590 

Miscellaneoue^ 

30 

70 

100 

Total 

... 


5,700 


. Itt P. 48 of the pampMot dosoribing the Plan 

reMrifCdt^mnee ^PPoarcd as eatiraato of the capital requirements to 
Flail work it oute Tlie following soni'ces are expected to 

supply those : 


entree of Ruptce), 

Kxternal Finance : 


ITosrdsd wealth. 

300 

Hiernng sscuriCles. 

uim 

Bslsnca ef Ttade. 

roi 

Forciga Bbrrowfng. 

7i4) 

iafsma/ Fwance : 
Hsringsa ^ 

lis. 2J(30& crores. 

4.000 

Orsatsd Money. 

S,^ 


Bs. tdtOO-YotsI Rs. 10,000 crores. 

In this estimate there ie tlie item of ’Sterling Securities* or Balan* 
ees. The Flan has been built np on the expectation that Bs. 1,000 
. , eroim of the 'Sterling Balances' wonW be made 

available for carrying it out This opens out the 
••Besiasy Pisa** oontroversy between India and Britain which we 
have referred: to aliove. There was always some 
Indian money looked up in the Bank of England ae ’security ' 
lor the transactions of moneys official and non-official, for whioh 
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iRiHA nr aoHB poutr w 

llw 'Bfankur at BUtt for lodb. • BHobar of fte BiilUi OMmk. 
Ml l i iilw ri f lo Iw momlly ul p wl ioBi, iar.9onrihb to Us 

aaslan, Uw AMdi BuUsaunl sad' nMaaiUy to ttio British psogls. 
Bal it aavar stoifasi! the hogs unoaal thsl hss se wmiH lstoJ dn^ 
tbs pnsont mr. Under Tarions disgaiim it is thMs. Oompsisd to 
the British war sipsnses it nay not appear to ho mnoh af an 
asasnat. Bat Britain's OhaneaUnr at l & ehsgoer has abaady hsgnn to 
show anrisly hhool ih In-Aprilt IMS. ha said 


"Ihe nastn part of lha addilioari eoat at ladWS-oalar d el to ees eC tta 
fionltae Ml open Qmt BtUrta vtdoh anoat toat a ftaaaolal altaalloa of aean’ 
ASaal^ was bang ewatad te- Gsaat Britain in the fatoia.'* 


known 

adirariad 


Sinaa than tbs oasoa. paraonaga who is Sr Jrim 
Bongat as its Goaaraar has on Bans than ana 

to toa sohjaat, and ha gava • broad hint 
‘ way in whidt they oqpato to sattta this^ qaasthm of 
t debts. Thass aoald' not ha- 


IranaanBoos,. aaid ha. Bat hew aoald Britain 
arantaaHy noal than is tha qoaatioB that is S a tn r b i Bg.tha minds of 
mars Am ana ao oni r y, sparially the United States and India towUah 
Bfifato hr ndohfar. onnatanl ralnliBn halwsen Indin and rrilain 
nabs ft a sosa point. Tha Flea of tha Todlaa i n dos t ri a l i nts has haan 
boill onUn hops of Bs. IjCMWaroros fmn Britain aitoar in thaiom 
of aapftal, goods, maohinasias for bnay or ha^ indcntrlas, or 
sarrfaas of tawhnwians. Bat oan Britain do ft dating tha nast law 
yaars ? 'Whatatrer aha oan paodnoo sha trill naad to weenatmal tha 
fib af bar war-battarad pso^a. Ba, it soay happen that India any 
fall bosk on U. S. maahlnariaa and asrria^ Bapaata say that fin 


iadostriafists of tha groat B^obBe oto oapabta of helping BriHa, and 
own than wfliing. That wonld rsqaira tha oonrarrion of bdia*s 
'ataafing aossta or halanoas" into Uiritad D t ata s doBars to pay far 
goods osid awTMss fron that ooontry. B is rapertad that' at lha 
Bratton Wooda Oonlatanoa bald to ImOd np an int a r natieoal find and 
an in t ama t i o n al aiehanga ratio, two of tha Indian raprasantatiaast 
Sr Bbanmokhaan Ohattyand Ihr. Shroff, plandad passtooataly tar 
oonraision of -India's halanoas inEbitain into U. B. doBars, notallof 
thaaa^ hot sobm aqoal to fiO milBon doBars par aanosa. Brittah n^ 
prasa^tiTss ara rq^ortad to hava pot np tha pfaa that ths qaasMon 
00^ not ba t aken np than and that tha U. 8 . lopraosHtatlros np ha ld 
this Btftish oonlaation. This story is no l o n ge r a aaanat in udia. 
It has giron risa to mbtraol and nn aas in iaa araong tha Isadars and 
organiaars of modem indostaias in Brdia : and in tha Oanital Asoona* 
hly tiro Blnanoo Mamhar, Sir Jaramy B ai sm a n , was hard pot to it 
to aqnataly meat tiro atitieism of tha m amhats. It to bobg' opprs* 
handed tfiM with a riaw to disohaigs the dabta Britain iaay«aioeel 
to any ana of tha tiirasdariaes or a o ombin a tion of tbasa. Bhaati^r 
**da<ayaa*' hw o o rtaney and s nb s t an ti a lly tadnoa tha omoanl dna; 
sha naay ask tar "a taTiaion" of tbs TtoaheiSl Hittiammt iriiish at 
prosonl rngntotut tiw dtoiaion of military a ip a nditur s batwoan India 
and : m aha nwy stage a '*gi^' from la^ to Britain and 

ihas haaa a aonsIdaiaMs part of t h ese n'llttw off, a dovisa wUah 
was adsptsd daring tha last gnat war whan ahoot Bt. IM srant 



IDS IBB mmi imiBAL BBORBR C aABsm 

«M M D aw i M • “fUl'' fnm TmHi*, m • tokm 4f bar logil mupkI Id 
BtHda’imK actioillilM XaiNtt 

Th* Tnflitn Badantfoa of Labour aln pmdaMd m Flau al&h auD 
hwpJaMl M • «oiiite4ilMl lo the Bombagr fbau Two fnaiUals 
■wm-iam— M DppMUwd aboiil lha niddla of 1944, Bm teb Mw^lbig 

tw Miwwto or M the eathon phreaed it "ax>io^iig” the Baotey 
dOMlMai^ la > Biaa ; tha aaemd emhodiad the nownraie aogiMliaaB 
*** lot teoonalnuiBag lajKa'a aeonomie Bio. WodoHriogtha 

maaaa cl prodoatioB, aod r aa t o rin g tha oii^nol porppaa of all paodaetioa 
wfaidi la aatietaettai ol afl B» damaoda ol aomimiiiity Ufa, waa pot forth 
aa tha iaatnunant ol idl pcograaa. of .fightiag povarly, tha aentral pro* 
Uam of Indian a o onnihy . Ua framara of tha Bombay Plan had apdten 
of pdliBoal faaadom aa t^ pn-oonditkm of ita anaoaaa. Biat "ondarlyi^ oar 
artjoiaaahamaiathaaaanaaptinnthiton Mtatarmiwatiinn of the war or ahortty 
tfaaroaftar, a National Oovanmant wiH ooma into at Bm aentra wUah will 
ha Toatad with foil hreadom in oeenomio mattara.** The FOopia'a Flan 
apdra of tha “Tadaral DamooBaBa State of IncBa,** of tha aontrol by 
tha State orar privata oapitid alraody inraatad in Bm indnatriaa iB 
India ; Biia it oaflad *talBanad' aagataliam gnarawtaad • ravanna of S 
par oant by tha State. In the loradnont of ita pcogranuna the Plan pat 
tha aoqoiaition by tha State of afl xighta in la^, orar. at nndor, on 
tha ba^ of oompinaaBon at 7 Bmaa the natt inaoaaa from land aO 
orar India. Thoa, taking into aeoonnt oompenaaUon to ha paid to rant- 
raadyan in Zamindari arena, to non-oolBTating ownan in Bayatwari 
araai, for landa whieh are darotad to pablio pa ip oaea, lor aogniring 
minand and fiahariaa righta, ato., tha ooat ^ thia national «a- 
Bon wmda out to about Ba. 1,786 ororaa. The Flan ia to be poahad 
Buoagh in ooaraa of tan yaara, tha azpanditnra to ha diatribalad 
aaloBowa. 

(/a eram a/ 


Afrievltare. 

3^ 

ladntHy. 


CtrauniiniMilooa. 

WOO 

HMlUla 

TOO 

BdVOtttlOOa 

1,040 

HooaiBg. 

8400 


IMal ... 16000 

Tha money n aadad for tha aiaeation of thia Flan woo aapaetod to 
ba peoridad from tha following aoareao : 

(Jh tnmfif JbuMw). 



Said .. uyooo 


Both tha 


Flan 

Inttrianal 


and tha 




nou nr Hom peunr m 

BduMM" M iKniag pul of fho 
fbuMo far tho ditEanot Fbnt. AaA u Umm 
held in Lcadon • vut Mnoant of aego* 
tiotioB miul preoadelhdr r e fa ue. All the Huie ttukl 
w have Maa poatnlete the utaUiehmeal of » “Nelioael Gomamaat” ia 
ladle far Iheix tooeaeifiil working. Thus ere pdllliM ead eooaondfls later* 
liahed in bdie, ead the hopea of ea aoonomioelly Mter Ilia for 
ladle atede dapeadaal oo p^tioel power ooming nnder the ooatnd 
of ttie ladiea pao]^ The aftnetion thna rineliaad teku no Into the 
heart of the Indo-Brltiah problem, to the aolation of the poUUoal 
daedloek In . India. The bnraanoreey has ao oontrlrad affaire that iJi 
the separatist oonoalts and ambitions have sprontsd oat in the 
ooontry, making it diffienlt to oonstmot a oommon platform far aU* 
In erery age aad in ev^ elime era norsad in the heart of the paopla these 
narrow fe^gs aad se n t i ments. It bu bean the doty of the ^ta to train 
aad btoadaa these trieUas intp the stream of natiowd feeling. In onr eoantry 
owing to the alien origin of the State authority aad its iatsnsts 
that are different from thou of the people, this obrions dnty hu not 
been fnlfilled by it. Bather, it hu taken erery opportunity to ir- 
ritate aad inflame theu separatist ooneeits and amUttons. Ths law of 
its being foreed this polioy on it. 

One of the euliest of British rulers ia ladle, Meuntstuait BIphins- 
tone, a historian of India who showsd a eertaia amount of faisight 
into India’s life and thoughtk iadieatsd this poUey in 
MrMe el topeie— the words: "Divide et impgra wu the eld Beman 
BoHlfa sMtte ake ntotlo, and it should be ours.” The founder of the 
ABgsili College bu beea aeeepted u a r s pr eeen tati re 
of the Muslim mind u it hu hesn osdll ati a g bstween nationalism 
and ffommural*™- Before the birtt of the Ooagteu be eonld deftee 
the word Natitn in India u inelndiag "bolli Hindu aad Maham* 
m edaiaa bseauM that is the only mssning that 1 sen ettaeh to it.” 

“Wltti me it to net uwai weS Miils g what to I hifa. wljgleM tollh, beasess 
we do net see uytUng of It Wbntm 4s m to that we tobsliit the wue l endt. — „ 
and the p f" f of famine also m aiAr oqaatty. ’Ihwa sis the dMwsU 
mads aim wbieb 1 eaii both thass mom whtob JaMdt -1^ by ou word, U, 
BiiMtea, meaning to say that they an fakaUtaats of Hiedutu.. ...* 

But the inflaenoe of the first Principal of the Aligarii OoUegs, 
Mr. Theodore Bask, soon ohanged the spirit ' of the 
drum* of "the ageing Isader”, ud in conru of a 
speeoh dalireied at the Eaisu Bagb, Ludknow. la 
188% he deUrared himself of words that had a narrow 

■eoluittB fine • 

*We the Msbommedsu w Ikon who mlrf li^ tor sis n seraa huaM 
a. Prom onr Imnda ths OomnnMnt wes taken fay the Bngli^ lefaa ladu 
It 00 fodtoh as to auppon that in aoreaty ysats m hare forgotlai' all 
and an oar ampue f* 


ymts. 

Oorecni 


The GoTeramaat of the day nndv Lord Dnfferin aneonrsfltd 
Md this eonodt and pretension. Belying to a fstswaU addrsu 
presented by the Mahommedaa Central H atio nel Asee* 
elation of Cakutta. His B x eei i aney said : ”......I>as> 

u you are from thou who formerly uiritd 
snob a ding portion in India, you ami 


THE INDIAN AHNUAL BIOIBTEB (JlffDittS ’4*- 

tiomlly able to onderstand the rasponsibility attaohing to thooe who 
rule.'* About twenty yean later, on the oooasion of the Aga Khan 
Deputation led before Lord Minto, the eame game wae played. The 
Governor-Oenerd summed up the Deputation's ease b dtt e r than what 

it eould do: ** you justly oUdm that your position should be 

estimated not on your numerical strength, but in leq^ to the pediti- 
cal inq^ortanoe of the community and the senriees it has rendered to 
the Empire. 1 am entirely in accord will you." But it was not 
solicitude for the Muslima but the protection of Imperialist interests 
that was the guiding principle of the Minto dispensation. The official 
mind was reflected in a letter received by the vrife of the Governor- 
General on October 1, 1906, from an official : 


mast send Your Eioelleney a line to say that a ?ery big thing hai 
happened todiy. a work of etateemanohip that will afEset India and Indbn hbtory 
for many ideate. It is nothing leas than the pulling back of 62 millione of jieople 
Ifom Idiiing the ranks of the seditious opposition.*’— (Ledp Jftnfo’e— /ndtaii viary.) 


13ie ‘last forty years have proved that the prescience of the Anglo- 
InBian bureaucracy has worked on the line set when British rule 
young in this country. As Syed Ahmed Khan 
ttee^a- was transformed so has Mr. Jinnah been. In their 
Ilea Jastlliad moods and phases of nationalism and communalism 
they represent the mind ol their community afraid 


of their minority position in India and at the same time dreaming 


dreams of regaining their dominant position in the economy of India's 


file which they occupied when Muslim kings ruled at Delhi. 


B etween these two moods the ocmmuuity is uncertain of what would 


best secure their interests. They are not prepared to take their 
ehaaee with their neighbours. From this feeling has grown up the 
scheme of what has come to be known as ''Pakistan, ' a division 
of the unity and integrity df India, and on tjiis division constructing 
Muslim States and Hindu States independent of ono another. It was 
at the Allahabad seesion of the All-India Mhslim League (1930) that 
the poet Mahommed Iqbal first gave voice to this separatist ambition. 
In suoeossiye volumes of the Annual JSeptsisr since 1936. specially 
since' the second hoU of 1938« we have traced the history of this 
demand. The All-India EBndn Mahasabha has never been able to 


think of such a sacrilege ; other organizations, Hindu, Mup.lim, Sikh 
and Ohristians have hero opposed to it both in theroy and praotico. 
The Indian National Congress has been wobbling ; no other word can 
better describe its attitu^ In April 29 — May 8, 1942. at a masting 
of the All-India Congress Committee a resolution was passed opposing 
“any proposaL Jbo disintegrate India." The ex-chief Minister of Madras, 
Mr. fUjagopi^ohari, moved a resolution supporting the Muslim 
League demand ; in it appeared words about “the doubtful advantage 
of maintaining a oontzoversy over the unity of India." The resolution 
was dtfeated. Sinoe then he has been persistent in the pursuit of his 
policy of arriving at an agreement with the Muslim League. In the 
first pert of June, 1944, the Indian public was startled by the 
qnnounoement that be has succeeded in persuading Gandbiji to accept 
bis formula of “appeasement" of the Muslim League by conceding its 
demand with a view to get its support (or the constitution of “popular" 
govommsnt in India» at the Centro and in the Provinces. Gandbiji 
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ynm tOmmd on tti0 9th. of May. 19U. and Hr. Bajagopalaehai-i took 
tibia aarBaat opportunity to take up the thread of hie diecr^ited attempt, 
beartjmed by the endoreement of Gandhiji. This wae hie fonnola : 
and iti aooeptanoe by Gandhiji even ae a baeie of disoueeion showed 
time the Anglo-Indian official eras right when he errote to Lady 
Minto that the device of separate etetooratee wonld havo far-reaching 
effects on the devebpinent of India. 

Eajagopalaehari Formula 

(1) Bebjeet to the terms set oat‘*below m regardu the constitution of a free 
India, the Muslim League endorses the Indian demand for itideivndeiure and a ill 
ro-oi«rate with the Congress in the formation of a |»rovidionsl ttitciim Govtrnmcnt 
for the transitional period. 

(2) After the termination of the war a ctnumiaaion shall be appoiitted for 
demsreaiing eontiguottB distrieta In the North-Wcet and East of India therein 
the Muslim population ia in ahaolute majority. In t)i« areas thus dptnAn^fttad, a 
plebiaeita of all the inhabitaiita, held on the haaiB of adult franchiHc or other 
practicable franehiae, shall ultimately decide the iMfiie ti peparation front Uiiidnatan. 
If the majority deeidca in favour of the formation of a sovmigD Btate aepawte 
from Hinduitan, aneh a decision shan be given effect to, without piejiidica ta the 
right m the distrieta on the border to ehoote to join dCher State. 

(3) It will ha open to all partiea to advocate thdr points of view befora Uit 
plehiscita ia held. 

(4) In the event of aeparatlon. a mutual agreement shall be entered into 
for aaleguaiduig defence, commerce and comniunleatioat ai»d*other eaaential puipoaea. 

(5) Any transfer of population ahdll only be on an abaoliitely voluntaiy oaaia. 

(6) ThM tersM ihalf he binding only in cate of transfer by Britsin of full 
power and respoDSibility for the govemsnee of India. 

This episode should does the diaouaaion of the '"Honto Polity** of 
India during the first eix months of 1944. The main features of the 
Delaat A surrender 8h>ry were not modified in any way by the war 
et Germany— events happening near and far. During this period 
Japan In the expeditionary forces of Japan, stationed in Burma, 

retreat came nearer to India than in any other time during 

the last twenty-seven months. The Japaoeae dotaehmenta invested 
Imphal, the capital of the small State of Manipur, captured almost 
the whole of Kohima. the small hill town headquarter station of the 
Luahai Hill district ; they approached the Dimapur Junction of the 
Bengal and Assam Bailway. If they had succeeded in any of theae 
adventures, the eastern Provinces of India. Assam and Bengal, would 
have been open to them. But before the end of June, 1944, with the 
arrival of the monsoon in the hilly tracts in the Indo-Buimose 
frontier, the momentum qf the Japanese advance was lost ; and the 
Japanese detachments faded from the area. Why ? The future only 
can say. One interpretation suggested was that owing to differences 
between the Jap High Command and the Indian Army chiefs orga- 
nised nnder the leadership of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, the former 
thought it best to pull out of the Manipur-Kohima area as they 
felt that without full-hearted Indian support it would be dangerous 
to risk at such distance from their main communications lines this 
i^psiitiire in the plains of Hindustan* In tbs far waters of the 
Paoifie the Japanese fared no better. The re-conquest of the Phillipines 
by General MacArthnr is too near us, as we write, to be susceptible 
to any other interpretation than that the productive power of the 
XTmted States miUs and factories was winning the war in the Paoifio 
as it has done in Europe with the surrender of Germany. It is not 
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Mty M»y IB f w p i nw th* hopai and bus d pacplw in liMlTdlad 
8 t»t M and Brildii, of peoploa io Nari-domtoabd Bonpa. aa tfw 
Wmtmn AlUoa^ tha UaUad Bialaa and Britaio. -pnk Chair fonaa on tha 
Nonnandy baaoh for fha inraakm oi Buopa. On Jnna 6^ 1944, in 
Bariin, in Ifoaaow, in Boma inat oaanpiad by Cba AOiaa, ndan of aennklaa 
faaad op Co tha f^ that at long laat haa aoma tha war agaioal Garmany 
-not on two fronta, from tha eaat an4 waat, bnt on thaaaftonia — 
waatt aonCb, aa at ■ th e war tbat.Qarman atratagiala have arar fauad 
tha moat, that wonld apall defeat to any Power, howarar great and 
oiganiaad. Tha immaaanraUa might of Bnaaia’a hoata waa ndUng op 
tha German hoardaa from, thair wreaked land, 'driring them over the 
waya that had taken tha invadera to the Oanoaana. On tiw Normandy 
haaab 4000 riiipa, not aonnting amaH arafta, IS batMaaWpa plna 
omioare, aaaorCed by 80 deatroywa, pooted oat of their beUiaa tha 
man wto warn to help to aarry tha iaga of the viatoaa to Bariin bafote 
twalre montha were oat. T,S00 planea had aovered them. And tha 
aignifioant thing waa the abaaoae of Van.Lujtwaff* whan tha famdiag 
atafl and tha troopa dhnmbarting ware ao volnatalila to attaeka. 
Hormann Cbering it rq^ortad to have told tha araation d Uaganhu, 
the Lufimaffe and ita kadara, that *‘riw inmaion moat ba beaten off 
aran if ttia Ltffiwaffb pariahaa.’* Bat tha iMfiwaffit leilod to rioa op 
to tha oaeaaion, and it miaaed tha ahanaa d a Ma -C fana vAon It kt 
tha AUad ioreea aroaa tha ttidiah OhMaol wittont having a lay m 
daatroying or diaparaing ttiam. Tnataed, maehanioally moved, piloClaaa 
bambaca weaa aant over Britein to daCaat the invaaian. Thima twgi 
feata ajrmboliaad that Oktmany’a, Nad Ganmny’a hid lor worid 
doolnarion waa doomed to fenatratiotti Tha war in. Basopa ia andad 
by the time wa vnOa tbaae linaa. A Unitod Nationa Oonheanea haa 
bean dMng at Ban Fkanekao on tha weatam aoaat d tha United 
Btotaa. Japan ia in retaeat from bat late^-oonqaarad tarritoriaa. Tte 
worid tbet had witnaaaed another world war, umthar great viatory, 
and a great betrayal d ita bopea and aapiratioaa, ia in ao mood to 
go in te tonraltnoaa aolobrationa d tha viatory over Garmany, for 
the retom d a p eaee. For, ita eyaa had oean tha fbraea d greed 
and dMtrnatton teiompbaat, had aaan aooial life didntegratad, and tW 
pattvrf d aooaomia arrangamanta diaropted and ahattaad over tww 
oontinanta. And thoaa eyaa will take time to rekindle with joy and' 
hope,— (Spaeiafip oonfrifedad ftp Sri Surtah Ohmubra Sdi,} 



Proceedings, of 
THE 

Central Legislative Assembly 

The Council of State 


AND 

Provincial Legislative Assemblies 


JANUARY^JUNE 1944 



The Council of State 

Budget Seeeioii — New Delhi— ISth February to 6lh. April 1944 

Raii.way RuIKI£T FOA 1944-45 

Thfl RnelAel HrtMoii of ili<* Couin'it nf Histe c<>ii)ineDc»d at N#w DrIM on the 
ISIIi Pttbni 17 1 44 nkith A brief Aitniiit daring nhicli formiii buMiiHis «a» iTAnMieud. 
and the Pretitleiii gtr Maneekji Dadubhtty, mide rtfert-netfA lo membervi paMi and 
prattfiit wlio liad re<feived Inmourit roctfiitly aihI a«ij Hiriimi the Uoum till the next day. 
the leth. Febroarj, when the Kttilwny Budget wee preueiited. 

Sir Leonard WUeon^ Chief Commineinner of Railwaya, in the eoorte of hie 
apeeoli pnweniiDg the Beilwiiy Budget lor 1944-45 said : 

‘‘A yrer ago I epok«* of our.efTorte to procure additional goode engine! and 
wagona and the reeult of these is ihiit we exi»ect to have received tty tlie end of 
next month 106 bro«d gAiitre engines. 214 metre gauge en^iiiet*. about l.i4..'0 broad 
gauge wagons and about 2.9 >0 metre gauge wagons The engines are coming from 
America, also moat of the metre gauge wagons. The broad gauge and some of the 
metre gauge wagona have been maniifactiired in this country excapt for some 
eomponeiiia imtMirted from abroad 'l‘he mantifaoturiiig capacity for Itoth broad and 
metre gauge wagnna has been stepfied up sod we expect a much belter rate of 

? irodue<ioQ in India during the eomiiig moil ilia. In order to pr>»vide for increased 
aciliiies for the repair of bro d gauge locomotivea, the Bombay, Banda and Central 
India Kailway ahops at. Dohad whicli bad bem employed on the manufacture of 
muiiitioiia were relieved of thia work in September 1943 and have aince then been 
lO-employed on the repair of locomoiives. 

*'*l'hroiighout the war there baa been a steadily increasing gap between the 
quantity of coal required by consumers and the quantity wliiob could be delivered to 
them. This baa been due partly to shortage of transport but in recent rouiiths to a 
aerions fall in the raising of cohI. Action has been taken by Government to 
encourage an increase in raiMings and in the railway collieries mechanical excavators 
have been introduced first to remove the overburden and then to increase the 
quantity of ooal raised. In ihe past and by arrangement with the coal trade, the 
suppliea of coal to railways from railway collieiieH were limited to abont 35 per cent 
of their nquirements but with the present shortage of coal it has become necessary 
to increase the output from railway cttlheries to the maximum possible. It has not 
b^n possible to maintain supplies <if coal for other essential purposes and at the 
same time maintain railway coal stocks whith have fallen an low that it is now 
noeesaary to increase them if rail servicee are to be enaured ; in doing so there must 
be w cut in supplies to other consum^'rs. When raisings io crease to the G/sired level, 
there wilhhe the ever nres»iit diffi uhy of allocation ot iraiisfiort capacity tor the 
mov**ment of coal, fo'Ctsinffs and other easeiiiial commodiiiea. Borne relief may be 
expected as siid when the new engines and wagons come into eervice. but these 
additional enuines will to soiAe extent put up the railways' consumption of coal 
winch is about 40 per cent of the c isl consiifned in India. It will he of interest to 
note that the despatches nf coal for the piihlic have been maintained during the past 
12 months at a level slightly above that of the previous year, but this has only been 
poaaible at tl^e exrtcnse of railway stivks and, even ao, the supplies to tb; public 
have not covered ihetr increased demands/' Bir Leonard revealed that the Govern- 
ment have to pay Ks. .51 lakhs on account of compensation to the Msdras and 
Southern Mshratta and South Indian lUdway CoTnpsnies for loss of earnings due 
to the premature termination' of their ountracta on ^Slst March 1944 instead of Hist 
Deoember 1945. lu concliisinn, he stated : * 'I'bere is a shortage of experietict d staff 
to deal wifh the ever-expanding a'*tivtties of the railways and the strain on all the 
ataff has been heavy especially on the sui>ervisory etHff on whom to much depends 
when the railways are working at full pressure throughout the year and are still 
unable to meet all demands. The men have etiick to ihtir work, except for a few 
minor etrikes, throughout the war despite the economic pressure brought about by 
the rise in priose for which relief o.>uld not be given to ail affected. This should be 
remembered when the wsr is over and the pajr and conditions of service are 
reviewed in the light of the eiroamstanoes then existing. I trust thet Honorable 
Mimbece of this Hoose will egcee thet the wey in whiob xellweyaea have etaok lo 
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tlieir work tod the waj in which meet of their uniooe have encooraced them to do 
ao aio eommeudable. 

IVD1A*8 FuTCIES OOEflTlTUTXOff 

lailu FEBRUARY :-^The Vieeroy*e apeech *wm commented upon hy a immber 
of membt'Fa of the Oufin«Ml of Bute in the eourae uf the debate oo Mr. ATamar 
Sankar Roy Chaudhury'$ resolution iirKii*ie that etepe be Uk»ii to frame India*! 
future CouatitiitioD. 'I he reaolutioii was njeeied without a diviaioii. 'i'he reeolutioo 
favoured federal prineiplea, making pr<iviai«iii for ftinctioDNl repreaeniatioii iu ihe 
Legialaturea of afcrirfultural, coromerciat industrial and iniilUeiual inuresta. with 
equal repreaentatioii for captul and labour and repreaeutaiiou of such racial and 
reliKioua minoritiea as desire it 

Moving the resolution, Mr. Chandhurj said that the British Government had 
asid that the future constitution of Indis must be trsmed by Indians theinselvea. 
This was difficult owing to the extMience in India of an alien biiresucraiic Foaer 
and the politiciil deadlock which had been broiiglit aiunit by the inesreerstion of 
Oongresa leaders. If a false aenae of prestige did not. allow the Bridah atiihoii lea 
to reieaae Congress leaders, their sbseiire should not prevent others f torn hammering 
out a oonaiitntion. Mr. Chaudiinry suggested the sd i|ittoii of iioti-hderal priiieiiJes, 
which involved the creation of differeiit units before they tonld confedersie. Keferiing 
to Pakistan, he said that linlia had been one etOnoiuic whole, nniied 
politically and socially, even during the times of Muslim rule. He also ciiticised 
the Muslim League's demand for half the seats In the hieciiitve Council. 

The L**a(ler uf the House, Sir Mohammad Usman lemindtd the House that 
HMQ had left the question of Iraiiiing the future Constiiutioii of the country to 
Indians. If the mover of the rtsidulion eonid convince the coiimry that hia stocma 
was best suited to it, and that there would i>e an agreed bshia on which the future 
Ooiiatitution 'could be framed, nolKxiy would be better pleased than hiiuaelf. 
GovernroenC would leave discussion of the resiihitton to in n'r^fficial nit nibert and 
Government members would remain neutral. *Aly individual opinion ia that, if 
this is the way in which ytiu are going to deal with the Miialim League and 
Muslima, it ia not going to bring about an agreed aolution". 

Mr, R. N. Mahatha, relerring to the Vicemy a adtln ss, said it meant *iiO 
negotiations, no deputationa and no consultations." Uf the two important lOlitlcsl 
parties in tiie coiintiy, one was itehind prison bsrs. How could any sgiaemcnt 
De reached in these ciiciimsiances ? 

Mr. Hu^s tin Imam said that the country was not yet in a position to solve 
the communal qu>Btioii, and the mover of the reNoliMi*>n was s<tking to introduce 
new elements to complicate ma itra. He cntiri-ed the Vi eroy's refer# nee to 
geographi''al unity, and asked why Belgium and HtilUnd, Norway and hweden, 
Spain and Portugal w^re senaraie eoniiihes. If there was to be an iiidepeiidsut 
HiDtinathan. there ahoiihi be PakiaiHn for tlie Muslims. 

Mr Raff Chaudhuriff winding up the d**bHie, aai<i that he did not wish to raise 
the communal queatiun. All that he wanti*d was to find come plaifoim on wbicb 
the different parties could come tngeihrr tu discuss these mailers. 


Rightb op Detknus 

The House then took up Pun iit Kunztus reMihiiionj the d»hste on which had 
been |>oatponed, recoin mending that all |»*r^o^^a tlciaitud under the 1). I« Kiilca 
should be inhumed of the grounds of thcii deunimn aiot that such charges 
together silh evitlence in supi»ort of ijo m and * xplMitH'ions M hniit'ed l.y driiniia 
should be placed in esch province b fore »» Jcnlge, or a C' mn»lli*« of .fttdtea, of the 
provincial High Court, who rnig ii b - a^ke^l *o etibmi' a report »o the iiuvctnment 
coiic<*rned on each case. Pandit Kunziu r lened to fiisieitcta in sMvh the 
Ex**cutivc bsd at>na»'d their i»owcrH. He also | f•inlcd oiit tto.t th»* h#»iMfii and 
advaiitagea claimed to be given by Ordiii<«ncc 3 uf 1914 applied only to theta 
persona who were detained wiilniut trial ... . 

8»r M Oopalaawamy Iyengar urg.d the Govern ment to overhaul the ordinance 
relaiing to d^^iention of |iera«»ns wi houi and hriiig it into line with the 

conesimiidlng law in England. 'I here was no ffeHr»h of hgal tajj^t to prevent Uie 
ai»poiDimenc of advimiry conimittees such as *i'a'e>i >n ti e I K. Ihe committees 
would be only advisory iu character and the final detdniuD would always rest witb 
the Ezcciifive . . t - 

'Ihe Home Memlier. Sir Reginald Maxtes/f, rei*hing, said that, on the first 
two poiiila made in the reaoluihwt. Ordioa»«-e 3 of 1914 adequately mat the wiehea 
of tba Opposiiioo. lASEllog with the third part of the reauluiiou, he refvried to 
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OcdiiiMOt 8b vhloh veplMad Bole ML ood Mid ftiuit, olthoogh the Ofdintnoi wm 
mooli ofitieimd lo ihio BooMb ho foiled lo ootiee ooj oppneloliiMi of the greol 
odfooee io oertoin poloto mode bj It io eeeoriniC oortolo rlobte for poreono errceicd 
or detainedt The etotemeot hid beeo m«de thol powon idreo to the £secuii?e 
* MTO oot properly oeed, buu ho eoid, the ob)oetiooe whioh migiit he?o Imou roieed 
to the ectioo ukeo in oertoin ooeoe «rore booed on oUegouone only. No one, not 
Ofen Hlsh Ooorte. hod heord in foil the ofldeoeo on whieh the OoTeraaenu 
eooeerned h%d noted. I he Homo Member quoted from the Houoe of Oommono deboteo 
to ehow thot it hod been reeupniied by emioent looryere end odminietrotoro in 
Eoglood thot detention wiilioat triol woe m foiietioa of the fisecolire, which wm 
reiponeible for the Mfety of the rmla, end not o function of the Judiciory. 
Althonf(b the com for o«i?iiiory oommitteee hod been forcefully ood weightily urged, 
Qofernaent could not eee their woy ot preeent to oecept it. He euggeoiM. how- 
ever, thot it did iKit moon Qovernaent would never eouoider it ot ony time. 

After Poiidit Kuneru hod replied, the reiolutiou woe re)eeted by M votes to 
14, end the House odiourned till Mondoy the 2lot. 

Tai OnnTUAL Exeat Biix 

2 1 of, FBBRUAST rhere woo o brief denote on the Oentrol ExcIm Bill during 
which Mr. Or§§nfieid exploined thot It woe in the iiitereot of efficient odministroiion 
oe well oi ill public interest thot the vorioue oeu reloting to Oeutrol Excises 
should be eoueolidoted in one single enoctment. Mr. Uooaain Imam welcomed 
the Bill which, he eoid, hod ceruiin desirobie feotures, but there were cerioin 
other feotures wliich sought to moke the low more otriiigenL Provbiono which were 
probobty tieoesoory in the cose of c*ertoio commodities ouch m mU were now mode 
opplicoble to oil excisoble commoditieo. He thought it would hove been lietter if 
in mottero of this kind Govern roent set up Joint Beleet Oommitteee of both the 
Houses of L 'giHloiure. Pandit ffridayanatk Kuneru Ooid thot the Bill woe not purely 
o consolidotiog meosiire. Heosked why opeciol provioione which were iieceeoory 
io the cose of solt oboiild now be implied to oil ex<*ieoble goodo. He oIho criticised 
the wide penoi imwero which Qovernmeiit hod token under the provisions of the 
Bill end ooid it would hove bi^n better if they hod trmted mit end tobocco in 
this respect differently. Poodii Knniru oloo menuoned thot oomploints hod reached 
him frum Chittogong thot the ouihorltico were not iiermitiiiig monufocture of soit 
for domeotio coiioumpiion witlmut duty. 'Hie opeeker ooked how the Bill would 
offset excisoble gmids prigluced in Indiou Btoiee eomiia into Britioh Indio. Mr. 
Bad$ha coiigroiuloied Govi'riimeiit fur bringing foroord such o meoeure of conouli- 
dotion. He, hooever, comrUined ihot, ineieod'uf libiratising ezisiing pruvisions, 
they hod token the opimn unity to stiffen the Uwo so thot proriniuno which were 
oppitcshle to poriirulor commiidiiiit now applied Ui oil exciioble goods. Mr. 
QrwnfiHd, winaing up the dtboie, oioted tliot in Ext-m moiters, Guvernmeni ueuolly 
tiied to cony the Indion 6tott*o olong wiili them. He oloo promioed to iook into 
Poitdii- Kiiiiiru*ii eonipiMint thot moiiufocinre of solt lor domestic eoooumpiioD wos 
not being permitted in Ctiitiogung. Mr. QreeiiBdd referred to oppr»‘heiisiiiiis whieh 
hod been roi*>ed obnut the i>owerof Oonrio to older forfeiture of onimols, vehicles, etc, 
used in corrying ilie gcoids in vniloinwi of the Act, ond sold thot the Courto which 
Would exeri ioc iiieoe itooero would toke into conoid* ration oil the circumsioiiceo of 
the ctoe. Reterriiig to the queeihm of transport by sea, Mr. Greenfield ooid ihst 
proviMiono in ilno regord did iM»t oppiy to oil oommodtiieo, .but Government would 
by notificoiion limit the o|ieroii<ni of these provihiuiis lo poriiculor eominodiiiea 
'ihe Bill woo pasi^ed by the Council os it liod emerged from the Ijower House. 

I he 0*uncil next pooHc;d the Bill to furiher omend the Coffee Moiket liixporeioo 
Aet ond the Bill o c iusolidote and omend the Low reloiing to Centrol Duties of Exetee, 
both os posoed by the Legielotive Aooembly. I he Council tlieii odjoprned till the g8rd. 

Ubatb or Mbs. Kaotdbba Oabdbi 

2lr4. FEBRUART The Ouuoeil of Btoo odjonrned fur half on hour today before 
taking up the boKiorMooii the ogeudo oo a moik of respect to the memory of Mrs. 
Gendlii. Pandit Kuturu^ making a reference to tier death, mid thot irreopective of 
differeiiees of opitiioiis the entire naiita mourned the death of Mib Gandhi and 
aiiggeettd that the Council tliould be odJouruHl oe a mark of lespcetlo her memory 
aud also a telegram might be sent to Mahatma Gandhi ezpreaoing tho iym|«athy oi 
the House in hie bereavement. _ _ 

Gbbabal DacoMiov or Railway Bunesr 

When the Council met again after hall-OB-bour'e ad|ouiBacBt| Pandii Kmntru 
and eaveral other mcmbeis were abscBL On aceouBt oi Iha ad)ounimeut| the 
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qoMtfdii boar «m d:i|«iiaed with aod tha Ooaneil thaii bepno gtaml diaeiitiioa 
fjfi the R«U way Bndifrr. Hir ParMuram memiHl that in of the bl|e ■ariltN^ 
pauenaer farea were to be in4TeH8ed. The iiovernment wiie killing ibe goora ibat 
laid ihe golden egg ; in bin ovinton it aaa Ilia tbtid cUm irneeilitig public wlio 
bad contributed mo^t lo the railway earninira Ua was not convinced by the reama 
adduf^A by OnTirnmeMt for «iilianc*eTitent A tbe paaaenifCT farra and a^ked **iiiiw 
can thia act aa an anti-inflitiionaiy nieaaiire t** Bir ]‘ai>nra]D rcftrrid to tlia 
qaeation of Iranaport and aaid it intenaiflfd famine enndiiiMia. Cf>rbin and 
Travaiicore, for iiit>fcNiire, nfre aiill aufr«*iing liecauae railwar ljel|» waa not adiquMic, 
lift waa abaolniely iiei'e*>aary to raimi tarea, be eouaidcred that a 12} iier lent liita 
would be more appropriate. 

bir Shantidaa Aakuran criticiaed the railwaya for bad accounting, faulty 
aatimatea and failures lo iiiiliae the optKiriniiitiaa created by the war. 

bir David Vevadosa contended that nobody in tlieee days i ravelled for pleaaiira. 
At any rate, ao far aa South India waa f*oneer.iAl, he could aaaiire the House that they 
did not have nioioy to spend on iinneceaaary travel. It waa uiilortuiiate llist Uie 
people of lower claBaie ahould he t«<xed more. 

Haji Abdvs Sattar staled that enhancement of ratea would not relleva 
overcrowding or eombat inflation in the country. Ue drew attention to the unaatia- 
factory arraiigemenia for food on the railwaya and urged ihe War Traneiiort Mtmber 
lo rtmedy these defect a, 

Mr. Ba-fahak did not think the inereaae in farea would have any 
deflationary rff ct aa the measure aflccted Only that aectinn of tli« popnla* 
lion thiit travelled in trsina and he eharacteriaed the increase aa an alnmpt to 
profiteer on the part of the railways and *ahare in the general i luiiiitr/ He 
contended that the present overcrowding in trains was not due in pten>ihil mt^ney 
as the Transport Member had stattd but due to lack of alui native inodes of 
transi'ort and in« rea*ied mditary trsfiic. 

Sardar Sohha Singh strongly opi^ised the 25 per cent Ineresae In railway farea 
and said that 82 per cent of the iravetliiig public were thiid class t»asseiigera and 
it woiild be tinfsir to impose this addtiionsi burden on thrm. He said that unless 
these third class passengers acre ezempied from thia rise, he must aek the House 
not t<i siipiort the budget. 

Mr. Hoaanin Imam pointed nut that tbe working expenditure had Increased 
during the last five yesia from 7b.C8 crorea to 114.10 ctorta and oflaet the fO |«r 
cent increase in iticciiiie during the asme period and he thought that this inen-sse 
in working ezpendiinre was not justifiable. Regarding the proposal to liTci certain 
improvements on the Assam, BengnI and Kaatern Bengal Hailways, Mr Imam avid 
that these railways had alwavs been deficit railways and during the last five years 
tiny showed a deficit of Ks. Ifi9 lakhs. Now for effeciing these irnprnvi menis, ihvir 
capital outlay was going tn he incra^ed by 40 frer cent There was no jiisiiflcaticm 
to do so. Thpiie improvements were obvinualy intended for military piiriosia and 
therefore, thia additionsl expenditure on these isilwaya should be debited, not even 
to theUovernineiit of India, but to HU M**]' sty's Goveriiment and cenainly not to 
the railway revenues. Krhning to coal trar-aport, Mr. Imsm anggesiid ihslH.M.O. 
sikould be askfd tf> obtain roal front Africa and secure some sbipping space 

to transport this Hoiitb Afiicnn cowl to plaeea in India ftarticulaily on me west 
coast and in 8oiith Iiidin. If this were done, H would mef'i the aitiistiin* created by 
the shortage of wagons and at the same time relieve tbe coal scarcity in thia 
country. 

Winding up the debsts, the War Tranaport Member, Btr Edward Banthalf. 
said that he appneisted the exttrcaaiona of appreciation by some memlwra of what the 
officers and men of ibe rsilwsys were doing. Buch appreciation would eneonrage Iht* 
men who were carrying out an onerous task. Referring lo Bir A. Sfiwniitina 
Askiiran'a remarka that the budget estimates were fsulty, tbe Wsr Traiisf)i»tt 
Member said th'^ method adopted by Government was the only practical one. He 
thouubt that bo»b ezitendiiiire and r«eciplt would increase aiih the srrivat of new 
locnmotive** and wugons, which he hn|>ea, would also foereaas their efficiency. Bir 
Edward said aeveral m* mbera bad |H)inted out tbe shortage of ligbte in carriages ami 
that appeared to apply particularly to tbe Bengal and Assam Rsilways. 'Iliv 
difficulty there, be ssid, waa purely one of getiif»g tbe meterial. But tbe trouble 
started with the public sieatiiig the bulbs and flititiKa In very large numbers. On 
the queetion of the food shortege in 1 rsveneore and Codiin* be said Uiat ihe Food 
Bspartmeni was fully awsre of the euffiritiga of the peo|ile and were doing all they 
could to help. Bir Edward malolsincd that the la^ that mors |ict^ wcia 



tit TBmOOOHOWOWJKAn CvKfptitt^ 

fmfdibg ia crdM was wtaialj due to Iho gmter diealatlcm of voocv io 
oooairy. Uo qaotad to tbow lliol Uio iiictMied IraAo w«a oonftoto not oolj 

lo Iba third elait duI aliio to the upper claaaai. Ha would not agno that o?ar- 
orowdiiig waa maliilj due to inercaaad wiUitaty traffic. Ba pointed out tbai in tha 
yaar 11142*44 the revenue from civilian paaaengera abowtd an incteeae of Ba. 10 
ororea wbilo the eorreaponding revenue from military loeaengcra travelling * un 
ordinary triiiiie ehowed an inerraae of only about three vrorce. bir Edwaid aaid tbnt 
another oauee of overerowding waa pilgrim traffic. The Council at tbia auge adjourned. 

BTaniLieATiov or Pnicm 

a4th. FEBRUARY After queauon hour, the Oouneil of State paeacd Mr. 
Houain lmam'9 rtaululioii rceommendiog that price control and ad«quaie aupply 
of the reqniremeuta of the agriculiuriata oe taken in hand Replying oii behalf ol ibe 
Oovernmeiiti Mr. B. B. Sen aaid : Uovernment of Indig bad taken up tlie qmatioo 
of increaaed aupply of eonaumere' gooua to aKrleuliuriala very aerioualy and were 
doing tbeir beat in the matter, 'ina reaoluiiun waa rather wide in ita avoiie, but 
na eaaured the Houae that eo far ae eaacutial articiea were concerned UoTerumeut 
were doiug all they could. 

Bibabilitatioh. Pbooraiimi 

The Council then took up Mr. if. N. Dalai*# reeolntion recommending tha 
nppoiutmeiii of a oonaoltative committee compoaed of non-official repreaeiitativea of 
tbo Central l^ialaiura and repreieiitaiivea from Indian financial and commercial 
intarcata to adviae Qoveriimeiit to rehabilitate the economic atruciure of the country. 
After come diacueaion the t evolution was withdrawn. 

Manufacture of LocononyBi 

Pandit Hridaynath Kuneru then moved a reaolutioo recommending that atepe 
be taken to mtnafactura broad gauge loeomotivea in India. He aaid hia object in 
railing diaoueaioii on thia queatioii waa to atresa the reaponaibiliiy of the Uuvern* 
meiit and the Railway Boaid for the preeent situation. Tiie need for locomotives 
wet entremely urgent and Government should have taken steps earlier to meet thia 
need. Tha debate wee at tbia aiage poatiKiiied. and the Houae adjourned. 

Obnebal iMecus^jOH of Budget 

7lb. If ARCH :<»Tbe Council today began ita debate on ibe Budget Sir 
Bhantidae A»kuran, referring to India*! defence eipendlture, eteted that It bad risen 
6| tiiuea since and that the oountnp could not afford thia "terrible acale * of 
espenditure. He apprehended that if ofienaive operationa againat Japan began tbia 
year, the eatimatea migbe be exceeded by a large margin. Regarding RFI, be 
euggeated that out of the 19.6i% proiKioid to be immoi>ilis»d, Ouveriiroent aluiotd 
be cobtent to keep only half ea deposit and leave ibe other half to the induatry. 
If this waa not done the incentive lor further production would be taken naay to 
the detriment of the war effort. 

> Mr. if. N. Ualal urged the Commnoder-in-Ghief to consider the noesibility, 
eontieiently with war exigencies, of bringing back to India more Indian iroope 
from abroad to replace Briiiah iroope whose maiotenence wea more costly. Indian 
tioupa, whose echievem me bed drawn praise from all quarUrs, could eurcly be 
truaied to defend their native coil. 

t^ir A. f*. Putro felt that the question of prodoetlon and Indiiatrial expanaion 
had received very little ettentioii from the Finance Member, end aaid whatever waa 
piopoaed would take effrct only after the war. 'ibe inoc'itive to agiirulinre wf>uld 
ba leaaAtied with pricea falling and there waa already e noticeable ••lidtug down 
towards that. He hoiad Government jwould not fail to mconrage agrirulinre and 
Indusiriea no#, and aaid uo country had grown proaperoua by uillinng imported 
raw material. 

Pandit Hfidaynafk ffuearw. dedltng with defence expenditure, eeid eltboogh 
the country bad no coneiiintiMnal means of diapiiiing the deeialons of the Defeni'C 
eoihoritiea, he waa afraid that in spiia of tlie maximum nquitemenia of India being 
fixed,. tiiia would include nquiremente wbi«*h were not purely Indian. 'Ibe recou- 
queet of Burma was an Imperial coiieern for which HMG should bear tbe buiden. 
He wanted to know tbe proi»oriion of Indian and Briiieb irooie in India: He a»ktd 
whether Afrieau iiooi« in India wire paid on the aame acalct as liidian anlditra 
or at a higher rate. Why wee it neaeaeary, be asked, to bring these iDMipa into 
India when Government were claiming that tbiy were able to raise e purely 
volunteiy army of ov«r 2,(00,0U) In tbe country, Fandlt Kunaru wondered bow 
Iho Governmeut ol Inoia eould ageea to the 'Wudalone** pioeedure of alloning 
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BrfNiHi und the USA to t^ll gold in Indio ot firoliioblt rotoo ond oiM why HMQ 
could uot tron«fi*r the gold to the Indioii OiiTrrnment ot the exchooKe rolo, 

tfr. /. Q- BurtUr otuigrotulctcd the Fineneo MemlN-r on ilie eolleot leotiiroo 
of the Riidiset. He eppre(*ietrd the relief given to the poor men bv reieing the 
tNZHble mininiMm to Re. 2,000. ond eiiggeeied tliet Government ehonld do everything 
in their power to enconrege production of eontumer good# in the roiintry and 
where that wne not pomible for impi>rt of eeeentinl gooile. for the benefit of the 
poor. HeferriiiK to ell Hsetioii of revcnu«*e from iucome>tez between the Ontre end 
the Provincee, he lioiied that the CentrnI Governmvnt would give etiention to itcngel 
to eneiire that the finenoee of tliet provinoe were not left in eut'h n elate at to 
prevent her from emburking on any pi^ramme of t»oiit-war recoinurnoion. Benual 
had aiiiTcred end wae enfTcring more than any other province by reaaon of her 
proziniiiy to the area of military operationa. 

Mr. 0. S. Mntilal declared that hia general impreeaion of the Budget waa 
that the keynote o* Britieh policy in India waa ezploitathin of the t*€Ople of thie 
country — exploitation in time of t^eare and greater exploitation in war-time. The 
imitoaition of exciae duty on texiitea and the principle of Imperial preference, he 
•aid, were deaigiied to help England to aell her goode to India and now in war*time 
every facility wae elven to Kngland to buy goods from India. He also eriiicixed 
the defence eziiendiiore, about which they had no detailed information. 

Mr Honain Imam complained that adequate proviaion had not been made 
for relief of evacuees in India. Referring to dollar reeonrcee he engueated that theae 
ahoiild ha evaiUhle to the Keaerve Bank for eireulation in India and tiie Kraerve 
Boik Act ehonld be amended aiiitahly. Mr Imam questioned the fiiteiititnia of ih^ 
Government to Import more onnanmer goode Into the eoiintry during the coming 
year, becaoee he found no Increesed proviaion under revennea from Customs dtitiea 
for the period. 'There it no word to apply to the Budget except rubbery/’ he 
declared. 

The President objecting to the word iTobbery*’ at tin pari famentary. Mr. Imam 
amended it to '^diahoiiest.’* *Mt ie a misnomer to call the Budget a budget or 
even a ctatement of affairs : It is a atatemeut of actions taken by Government at 
their own discretion,'* Mr. Uosasin sddrd. 

Makupactorb of Locomotites 

15th. MARCH : -The Oounoil passed without e division Pandit /Cuneru*9 reeolu- 
tion r^oom mending that st*^ps be taken for tlie manufaoiure of Itroad gauge loco- 
mo'ivea in Indii. Mr. Kalikar^ resuming the debate, referred ti> the complete 
nnanimiiy of opinion prevailing in the country, both am mg olficiala and non- 
officials on thii question, and complained that the Givernment were |ieraia(ent|y 
resiming the public demand for the maiiofactiire of locomotives, Bir A, /*• Patro 
thought that the war should act as e aiimuliia to Goveinmcnt to undertake the 
manufacture of locomotives immediately. Bince Goveriimi*nt had accepted the 
re<*nmmeiidatinna of the eifwrt committee, there waa really no dispute between the 
Government and the rest of the House on the nereaei'j of msnufurtiire of broad 
gauge engines. Mr. Hoeenin Imam ergmd that the manufacture of liKu moUvie 
was not a i>urelv civil affair. It was one of the urgent needs of liie war aitiiation 
end he ff*lt that if the Government pressed tb**ir demand for machinery, lh*y would 
succeed im get'ing it from abroad Sir 8. V. Rotf. Bccrctsry. War Tranef*ort l>e|>art« 
roent, accepted the principle underlying the resolution and aaid that. Governm-tii were 
gidrig ahea with the echeme. He pointed out that the question of deeigiis and 
layouts* in recard to the Kaiichrapara factory waa under eorrespondence wi h the 
coneuMfig engineers and aeenred the House that Government were determuod to 
push forward with the scheme. He, however, slated that there were diffi«‘ulties in 
obtsinifiir machinery and tools which were of a complicated character. Government, 
he added, accepted the resolution only with the one proviso that it could not be 
immcdtately put into otvration. owing to difficulty in getting the necessary machinery. 
Pandit Kuntru regretted thst government bad not prevailed ii|»ori ihcmeelvee to 
assure the House that they would get over the difficulties in the way of making a 
start immedistelv and said this policy of Government had esitscd ho h annoyance 
end anzie y in the country. Notbitig that had tieen said by BIr 6. N. Roy in the 
Council or by the War Transport Member in the Aasemhly bed removed the 
impreseion that the inability to manufacture looomotiv-a at present wes due to the 
elsckne^a of the Rallwey Board and their falinre to take up this qtieation earlier. 
BIr 8. N. Roy’s assurance wee eatiefaeiory no far aa it went Tiie mrmbera were 
afraid that the importation of loeomotivea from Ameriea In large niimbere might 
laiaiik a lieih aigaamfti to thfi failway aothorltias to pat off maniilaetnfa in 
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Bal b« WM ▼•ry slid thtk Sir 8. N. Boy hid Kifia i eleir iMoniitii on tbit point 
by fkiting tbit oftn if the e«itt of mAniiinetttra wit more thin in other oonntriet 
gofernmeot would tiilt tike itept to mmnfietiire loeomotiTee in Indit. Winding 
up the debete, Sir Eiwctrd BenthalL M»*mber, Wir 'rriii8|H>rt, ezpliined thit it 
might tike two ind hilf yeirt to tee the firet locomotive engine ift^fr the teiting up 
of 1 fiotory. It wit i mitter of extreme urgency to tee tint the preteut triffie 
moved ind tli^t wit met by the importition of eiiginet ind liy more efficient repiir 
work. Uid it not been for the fore-tight of the Government in deciding to ini|K)rt 
engiuet. Sir ESdw^rd tiid. we would Inve lieen in i tarry plight to-diy. Dekling 
with the diffiuultiet tint ficed government In the tetting up of i loc^omotive ficiory 
now. Sir Bdwird tiid thit they would have to make proviHinn for the iinmeditte 
repair work* and aleo tome vital work eirried on in 4vorkrth(>pB. 'I'he Betting up 
of 1 factory wii a big undertaking which had got to be treat^ witii eeriouHiieta. 
He aetured the Houae that Government were doii»g everything pontihle to finalise 
the plana and efforta to put through would be pushed forward with the maximum 
poa-ible en«*rgy and apeed. They would have two or three workehopa for the 
maniifaeture of locomoiivea but what prei-iae time it would take did not lie in hit 
hinda. The Uouae patted the reaolution and adj mriied. 

Debate oh the Food Situation 

16tk. MABCB :^Mr. B. R, Sen, Director-General of Food, moving the 
conaideratioii ut the fotid aituation in tlie country, ext reaaed the deep Henae of Borrow 
of ihe Houae for tboae who auffered and lost their livea during the laat famine in 
Bengal and alto expreaaed India'a graiitiide to tboae frieiida aeroaa the aeaa in 
diataiit laiida wboae active aymtmthy in their hour of, trial had been a aource of 
aolaee and atrength. Dealing with the immediate problem. Mr. Sen aaid that it 
waa I he couaidered view of the Oovernm*‘iit of India that the queation of procure- 
ment could not be solved by reversion to free trade or by the eHtablisbrnent of a 
Central foodgrains monopoly They hud. therefore, agreed to the t)roviiices continu- 
ing to aboulder the reaponaibility of procurement both on their behalf, whether for 
tbeir own roiiaumption or for export to deficit provinces and on behalf of the 
Ceil iril Govern men t for Central Government needs, including the Defence services. 
At the same time, it was incumbent on the Government of India to exercise a 
degree of aupeiiiitendeiice and control, necessary to aecure ihe effective discharge of 
that function. Replying to the charge that the quality of foodgrains supplied to 
deficit areas from surplus areas wsa the reaiMmMibility of the Central Government, 
Mr. Ben re-stated that under the piesent syabm ihe reaponaibility of arranging for 
inapeciion for despatch of fond grains from the anpolying areas with a view to 
eiiauring qualiiy waa that of the receiving provincial Government siid not of the 
Cintrai Gnvernment. Mr. Sen insured the House (bat e’-ery one concerned wia 
eoiiaciona that transport movement, no Itfss than purchase, would be a determining 
factor in the sucoesi nf the prnaureroent scheme. Referring to the present food 
eitiiatioD in Bengal, Mr. Ben said they had been blesaed with a very bountiful rice 
harvest. Th»'y had imfiorted aubatuiiial qiiintiiiea of food grains and were now 
almost in daily touch with Hit Mqesiy*a Government on the subject of future 
imponaiioii programme. Mr. Ben said that it waa the public leaders and the Press, 
ill whose iimda the outcome of the iasnea largely lay. It was their over-riding 
duty in this hour Co help their own people. Mr. Sen stated that there was no 
intrinaic aoaroity in Bengal is i whole this year. Tlie problem was esBentially one 
of distrihurioii within the province ind ihe Amin procurement scheme, with certain 
modificationi.** wBi in operation In the province liuoe Jaiiusry. 'I'he operation of the 
•idieme during the liat two and half roontlii had brought out some interesting fact. 
The cultivaiora ipiwired to be holding on to their crop ae they bad nsver done 
before. Mr. Ben dealt at length with the eonditi'ma'oh^ining in Milahir. Triviieore 
and Ooehin and said that, the Government of India baa decided to tend 4,000 ; tone 
immediately to Cochin for providing a reaerve, in addnion to the quotas which 
would ha allotted to lYavaDcore and Cochin jointly under the bsaie plan. 

The Maharai Kumnr of Nathipur said that there aeemed to be a auapicion in 
fhe mindt of the agrleultnrista generally that the Government might attach the 
•tandliig erope and commandeer them for army nae. (^ernment he aaid, ahould 
poblioly proclaim that they have no eueh intention. The food requiremente of the 
army, in thought, had baea over-emidnsiiied in the past to the neglect of the elvilian 
population. He orged for the eilmiMition of competitive buying. The preeent 
mlniitry In the province, he eald. bed failed to taekle the aitaadon and anggeitad 
thiit Hieiiie mIgBt ba found for tha iormtlon of a mlnlatry, eonalating of the 
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principle politieni elemeDle in the pnifine^nnd Ihnihj eliingthen the hande of the 

new Ooveriior of Benpel. 

Mr. Suni Kumar Roy Chaudkmrjf eeid that the improfemeat In Beniral, 
tbonpb not subeunPal, was due to the 4niaa erap harfeet He eompluned £at 
the UoTernment of Btuieal were not doing all th«j ahonld. The? were bnte 
eappreening n«*we in rcaerd to the food aitaatkm. Bnpidiee that were made available 
now were luul in quality and it apiwared to hiai that they were hoarded atoekiu To 
improve the prreciit aitiiaiion and to avert a greater ealamlty, Mr. Ohniidhurj eaid 
that theOoveriimerit of India, through the provincial Government, ehould take more 
energetic atepe. He also urged that \ Governmeot, ippreeenting all the pi rtiva in tbt 
province, should be net up. 

Mr. G. S, Motilal anked how many of the reoomnieodatlonB of the Focidgraina 
Committee had been given effect to by the Government. He emithaaiaed that, 
iimtend of expecting outside help, the Central and provincial Goveriimeiita in the 
country should do all they could to improve the situation. 

Rai Hahadur S, K. Dan gave a picture of the conditions in rural Bengal. 
Meaetires should be taken to utilise tracts of waste land for the production of 
food crops. 

Sardar Sobha Sinffh urged that the transport system should be improved. 
The mot)t imi»ortant thing was to bring all ouliivabte land under the plough. 

Sir David Devadoaa complained that military coniractora were ofltTiiig higher 
priepB than thofle prevailing in the markets and, thus, increasing the price level, 
i-iovernment should also see that the money which they were granting to cultivators 
should actually rea<*h them. Ho wondered whether even 75 |>er cent of the amounts 
thus granted was actually reaching the cultivator. Lastly, he urged that tlic miliitiry 
shuultJ make it a rule to grow their own vegetablee. For want of green vegetables, 
in Madras many peoide were atiffering from scabies. 

btr A. F, Patro complained that other parts of India, eat>e('ially the west 
coast — Malabar, Cr>cbio and Iravancore, — had not received the same atp niton as 
Bengal. V\ hat hnd hapfx ned in Bengal in 1943 had also haripeiied all along tbs 
went coast. He urged that the same degree of aiHisUnce and relief should be 
pxtinded to South li.dia as to Bengal and aiat«d that the agriculiurist in South 
India was in no a ay in a better position than in Bengal, 

8ir Parsurttm aecusrd middlemen, profiteers and hoarders of cresting blsck* 
markets and sucking the very blood >f the p^ple* and urged Government to tike 
steps to eradicate this evil. 

Mr. Mohmdrn Lai Dam complained that Assnm bad received very little atten* 
lion fponi the authoTifiea Assam’s voice wns so weak that it was rsrely heard. 

17tb. MABCH : — Pandit Kunzru said that Mr. l^^enV sppt cli >istrrday bad crested 
the imt>rcssion that the Government were rather o| tt mist ic. He compared the 
situation in the country with that obtaining in Britain and asid in spite of the 
fact that Britain was fared with greater dilfifulties. she was aide to find shipping 
apace to ini) Ort half of her food reqiiirementti. Hecomminded the stcfrs taken by 
the Madras Government to increase the weekly quota of fo^d grains to Matabsr 
froir» lUOUO tons to 15,000 tons but complained that the Government were still 
trotting out difficulties of rrsnsport to explain their inability to feed the people. He 
regretted that Mr. ^en bad not made any reference to Houth Ksoara in his s|>eecb. 
He had information, which was supportra by the collector of the district, that the 
district would require about 18.000 tons more of food grains. He hoped Mr. Sen 
would look into ibis. In regard to Orissa, Pandit Kutir.ru appealed to the Central 
Government to show more consideration. It would not be correct for the Centra) 
Government to practically compel the Orissa Government to go on exporting food at 
the present time as in the past. Tbe export of rice, he added, was only made 
possible because of the poverty of the people. Referring o Bengal, be said Uiat with over 
12 million tons of food grains at its disposal this year, he would expettt there 
would be no ahorUge of rice in the deficit diatricta and that the prices would be 
within reach of everyone. But be was sorry to say that information In hit 
possession did not enabla him to believe that the potltioD waa satisfactory lo either 
of these respects. _ . ... 

Mr. Buoaain Imam thought that Mr. Sen’s afatement yesterday waa a eomprdieii* 
aive and clear atatement of facta and be wHcomed the progress made in pnrsoenee 
of the Foodgratne Policy Committee’s recommendatiemt. Mr. Imam depreeated 
attempts being made In Bengal by interested parties and intemted pefeBooe to 
create difficnitica and asked tbe Central Govemineiit to state elearly their fMdioy 
in this respect. Did they want to encomege snob netions t Did thgy want that 
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Sicvs tfMMild be bo ooDfidoneo in tbo antbority of tli# OotemmoDk f Wh thol 
OofirnBieDl’B poliey or did thot wont to rebobiliioto oonddoiiee t Mr. Imom oricrd 
tbo (^cronoiit to mnbo afoilable to dtbrrmcD in Bengal moro boata riihor Irre 
of eoit or 00 oaaf hire-fmrobaie*ayaieBU Oofornment tbonld not be eontent with 
gjWftg battk Oulj 10,000 boata. On the quettioii of rationing, Mr. Imam thought 
thattba ration of one lb. of Hoe and wheat wae not aufflcient, Ue urged that thia 
be inereaeed to 2 Iba, per head for manual laboura and one and half per bead 
lor ordinary eitiiena. The exiating rationa if ncceaaary be aopplemenird by 
otte food graint. Mr. Imam auggeated that Oofernment ahould import tmetoia 
from abroad for oolleetire farming. Ttiey might even take orer aome laoda in 
Aaaam for thia purpoae and run a farm on acientific llnea. 

Sir Jogender Singh, member for Education, Health and Lauda, atated that 
100 traotora had been ordered from the U. B A. and ought to be delivered here at 
ai^ lime now. He dealt at length with varioua meaeurea taken by Government to 
afford medical relief to Bengal and diacioaed that the military wae uaiiig jeepa 
and water traneport to reach tbeae auppiiea to outlying arena. He paid a tritiute 
to the military anthoritiee who had rendered invaluable aaNiatanee to Bengal in thie 
laepeet. Thera were 16 military noapiiala, each aiih 100 to 300 be<le apread over 
10 diatrieta. Beaidea mobile trueka, by the productiou of a tuiiable injection for 
atarvatioii caaea in a ataie of enllapae. the All India Inatiiufce. of Hygiene and 
Pnblio Health bad enabled a 90 iier cent death rate to be converted into 90 pet 
cent core rate. The aituatioii had really improved and cholera mortality had fallen 
to 60 per week. 600 caaea bad been treated by medical peraounel upio the ]6ih 
February. Braidea military aaniaunce the Gnvernment of India had made available 
to Bengal the aerviiiea of a number of medical offiuera. 

Sir Satyendranath Boy. SfCieUry, War Traiiaport Department, atated that 
Ooverument had never intended that the Tranaport Defiartment had been 
able to move all that there waa to be moved, but aa far aa foodgraiiia were concerned 
he eould claim that, hy and large, the Department had moved the requirementa of 
the Food Dapt. In Bengal, eapecially certain parta of EaBiern Bengal, movement 
waa dependent on boat tranaport. For internal movement in Bengal, Goveriiment 
had allotted 95 broad-gauge wagoiia and over 30 metre-gauge wagonB f)^r day, but 
ha aliould be wrong if he were to any that the aitiiaiion 'in r**uard to internal 
tranaiJOrt waa aatiafaotory. Government, he added, realised the diliiculitea and were 
doing their beat to overcome them. 

Winding op the debnte. Sir Jwaiapratad fi^rivaefava claimed that but for the 
meaaurea adopted by the Ft»od Department to meet the aiiuation, loasi'S in ^ngal 
would have b^n far greater and the province would have been faced wi;h a much 
bigger diaaater. Government of India, he aaid, were liNviug an All-India policy in 
ngard CO food and were giving effect to it. H. E, rhi- Viceroy in his various public 
utierancea had made it pUin that ()olicy. He claimed that the Fimd Department, 
aiaes last August, had played a very important part in alleviRiiug the fuod 
aituailoo. Nobody regretted more than himatif the mripHlling loaa of life in Bengal 
but ha was anre that had it not beeo for what the Food Department had done, this 
loss would have been far greeter and Bengal would have been faced with a much 
bigger disaster. Sir Jwala Prasad iminted out that there was enough food in 
Bengal thia year. The eondiliona for suoeeaa had alao been created. The world 
and tha rest of ladia would place a heavy reaponsihility on the Government 
and tha people of Bengal, if they faib'd to fera tberoaclvea thia year. The food 
debete concluded and tha Honae adjourned till Wednesday March 22. 

MnacBaNT Suippihq Amend. Biix 

23ii4. NAR6 h The Oouncil passed Mr. ffooeain ImanCa Bill to amend the 
]^dlnD Merehaiit Bblviping Act, i9^ aa passed by the Aaaemhly. Mr. R, N, 
Banerjaa, Smetary, Overseas Department, pointed out that the present war conditione 
wera not suitable for enforcing the Bill but gave an asanraoce that Government 
would not unduly delay ita anforeemeot aa soon as the abnormal oonditiona ceaae 
to axist 

^ „ KxcBANOg Ratio of Bcpeb 

Mr, Haaaain Tmam^a resolution soggeatiiig the appointment of a Oommittee 
aonalittng of members of tha Geatral Legislature, bueinessmen and agricultuHsta 
to ineommend a siiitabla permanent exchange value of the rupee to help the 
agrlcttltnral and laduairial rebabilltatioa of * India in the poauwar period waa 
imted without a diviHoo. la Uia bouraa of the debate on it, imam aaid ha 
^ not anggaatad any gpaaifle ratio haeanaa ha thought it shonkl hi lell to the 
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of Amoricft wid Qmi Britain for regulaiiitg pott-war iutar national exelianga and 
eorrenej and Mtd once an aare»mcui waart^aohni thm mould bo no ocope foe 
nalla^ral action for individual naiiona to rraulNla their earhanne ratea Ha 
diiieiaed the preaent ezebang*' «ate of la. 9d. and laid thla waa Intended to ba a 
temporary meaanrOi Pandit Hriiaynatk JTwum aatd : The crux of tha matter 
waa not that the azchaniea rata ahtaild be ftaad at preteiit, but that lodia’a freedom 
to determine an ezehaiiK«* ratio auitable to her intereata ahnuld not ba taken 
away from her. Appraheiiaidna had been -created In (he niiida of the people in 
thla eottiitry in regard to what bearing the deeiniona of the International Confeienoe 
which waa likely to be held In the near future, would hare on the oountry'a 
economy, it wmo, therefore, oeceMaary that Government ehould elarify their ptdioy. 
Mr. B. Jofiet, Finance tiecrecary. regretted he could nut accept the reeofuiion. 
He retailed that the paaeing of the Ueaerve Bank Act by the Legialatore entailed 
re«*ognitioo on their pari of the provietnn that tha Reserve Bank waa the pro|ief 
body to advice Govern men t iu ihia matter. Hia firat objeotioii waa on thia aco|ie. 
Secondly, prtfoent condiiioiia were far too full of uncertain faciora to enable any 
body of men to recommend auitable ratea of exchange for the Imliaii rupee whether 
in terma of imund ateiling or dollar or gold. Fur thia rcaaou. the appotutmeut of 
u Oommittee would he premature and ineffective. 

ClTIZENBUIP KiOBTS OP iNOIAXa XK AMERICA 


The Connell next paea«d Mr G. S, Ifbft/a f a reao I u lion recommending that early 
etepa be ukeo to aecurc right of citiaenahip for IndiaiiM reHident in the U. 8. A. 
He Maid that Itidin had pUyed a great part in the war and thia fact alnne ahoutd 
be enough for the U. S. A. to accept tb«* Indian claima for entry iiibi the U. S. A. 
Sir Oluf Caroe. 8ecretaij for Eziernal Affaira. accepied the reaolution on behalf 
of the Government. Hia r«^Naon for iiiterv«nirig in the debate at thia early atage 
was to bear wiineaa to the efforta that tlie Govern meiii of india made to emnhaeife 
the ne«d of goodwill and ui dv^rataiiding on the U. 8. Govern meiit. He wae 
anxiona that the debate ehould i>e t*eiitr«d on the future rather than the paeu 
Sir Ulaf refeired to the two Bills that had bteii iiitridu ed in the U. 8. I gialatnre 
and aaid the one introduced in ihn Upi^r Houee aought to give citiscnahi|» righto 
to Indiana who had been naideiit in the 1). 8. prior to 111^4. 'Ihia would have 
DO effect oo iiidiana who might wiah to enter the U. H. A. in future. What Indian 
opinion wanttd aaa the enactmeiit of a measure giving exactly the aame treaiinenl 
to Indiana aa had alr«ad> bt'Cn accorded to the Chineir«-eiitry under quota and 
the right to obtain t'iiiZ'UHhip. The arcnnd Bill, which waa racenily ininHluctd 
ill the Houee of Kepieaeniativea. aimtd at securing for Indians thia poeition. lu 
the U. 8 A. only iTiviite m'mbrra could introduce legielation and not the 
Government, and he hoped that nothing would be said in the debate today which 
would make it diffiiMili for the andioriiiea who were very eynipatlietii* to secure 
the objects which were dcHired. The Council at this stage adjjurued till March 27. 

Indus Cocoas or Comm. Bill 


97th. MARCH The Council held a brief aitiing today and passed the Indian 
Cocoanui C4>mmiiiee Bill, an official meaanre, aa ymaeed by the Aaaenibly. The Bill 
provided for the creation of a fund for ibe imi»rovemeiil and deveiupmeiit of Ihe 
eultivaiioii, marketing and utilization of roooanuia 


1>EBATR ON THE FlSASCE BiLL 

tOtb. MARCH The Finance Bill as rerommended by His Kxcelleney the 
Viceroy wae intr*'dtM‘ted in the Cunncil of State today by Mr. C. B* Joaaj. Finance 
Elecretary. Mr. P. B Sapru, who o|a*ned the debate on behalf of the Oppoaiiton. 
conaidered it a ’*aiii** to vote for tlie Finance Bill, but at the same time mede it 
elear that hia vote muet not be regarded ac a vote against the mar efforte of the 
country. “We are not opiioeed to India’a pariici|miion ip the war in Inma M 
honourable co*oiieratioii,'' he aaid. aie aaked to vote for a bill, which mill 

become Uw with or without onr approval and will place funds at the diatioeal of 
an Ezeeuttve Oounril whom we neiiiier r«gerd as reprefeoiative of the popolar will 
nor effielent for carrying out the war tfforta of this great eouu^try. He reeliccd it 
waa not in their power to turn the Government out, but in the existing elrcume* 
taocN ihtit weTliad ft Bonl .iKiiiflcftDt*. lUI.rriog to d^caea nmditan 
Mr. BftPra mM iliftt Iftftt y^ftr Uw OovnoBeut .UMd Utftt Uw czpmditurft on 
dSeraier^^ld not IwUrIib thift y«ftr tbftft la IMS^dSi but actiiftny tb* 
qftftditon bftd ftMa ft te d ap. 
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Mr. /Mwt fbe Fbiiim Semtiry imerrened lo «zpliiB lhat the Otmmmwt’a 
•xpeetelioM did oot maieiialiaa. If mm divitkma liAd mored iato BuTma, the 
lodian tax-payer woaid get a rdiaf lo tha extent that the expenditBra of the troopa 
mored in wimld not fail on him. 

Mr. Sapru wanted to know if the dapartara of Indian troopa would Bot 
laanH in Britleti troope taking thair place. Ha aekad what wonid ba Indiana 
maximum liability ia the finacieial egreemant between Hie Maieety^a Gorernmeot 
and the Oovaruiqent of India. The agreement wea between two unequala, between 
hie Mejeety'e Gorernment and ite eubordinate branch. Blr. febipm naked 
what the Gorernment had done for the aoeUt eecuri^ of the people. He eriticieed 
the new taxes and nrged the Government to improve the mamiinery for the collec- 
tion of vital atatiaiica. Dealing with tlie political aituaiioo in tlic country, Mr. 
Hapru aaid that there was a deadlock in this country becauee Government spoke 
with mental reservation a. Govern men t*a intention to make India self- governing was 
not truated either by the Congress or by the Lieague, or even by the ao-called 
loyaliats. He likened the August Resolution of the Congresa to that of a trade 
utiioo resolution wiiich mentioned general atrikes if certain things did not happen. 
Government wanted that Congress leaders should come forward, **DOt m sack cloth 
ashes’* and declare **oh I please, sir, we are sorry we paaaed the August Besolutton.” 
’’You want to break the morale of the Indians”, Mr. 8apru added, **you want to 
import the Versailles spirit in dealing with the Congress leaders. You want an 
admiasioii of defeat.” Mr. 8apru thought that that was not the spirit in which the 
Government would be able to solve the itidtan pioblem. It waa of vital importance 
that they should achieve independence and there could be no compromise on the 
principle of independence Mr. 8apru airesaed the importance of an accredited 
repreaeiitative of the Indian people participating in the Peace Conference. He 
thought it waa a ^acandai” that there had been no general election in India for 
the last so in any years. 

Sir A. P, Patro thought the taxation propoaala were inevitable, for the war 
waa the primary coiieern of everyone. 'I he Finance Bill he regretted, did not 
contain any proposal for industrial, agricultural and social development of the 
country. 

Mr. S, N, Mahatha^ opposing the Finance Bill, aaid that the Government of India 
had been disclaimed and diHOwned by ail sections of people in the world. Despite 
all this, ”led by Maxwell, they continued to wax well and tax well.” 

B, B, Lain Ram Saran Das said that the present policy of the Government was 
such that he litid no other alieriiative but to oppose the Finance Bill. 

The Rajah of Sashtpur opposed the Finance Bill op the ground that t!ie 
Govern men t of Hi ngal were greatly responsible for the focm shortage in Bengsl and 
the catostrophe th.Ht lollowid. He deplored the taxes on tea and tobacco which, he 
said, *’■10 ttio only items of solace” to the mashes. 

Mr. Kumar Savl'iir Roy Choudhry %a\A Xha new taxes were nn justified and 
ooroplaiiied that the Government bud no proper plans iii regard to the future. He 
diaaoproved of Sir Ramunni Menon's euggestion that taxes should be enhanced 
fiiriiier with a view to find money for poet-war reconstruction. The House at 
this stage adjonriicd. 

SOtp. MARCH :^Mr. V, F, Kalikar said tliat unless HMG made up their mind 
to take ttie people of India into their confidence he saw no bright future for the 
elHcieut prouecutioii of the war effort. He expressed diasaiisf action with the 
administration of the country and complained that the sons of the soil were denied 
their due share^ and foreigu experts were being imported for administering the 
country. 

Pandit H. N. Kunzru aaid that it would be impoasible for him to iupport 
the Finance Bill ’because of the arrogant Insistence of the Government on having 
Its own way.' I’hey thought that when the certified Bill was placed before them 
Government would let them know their decision in regard to the priM>oaed increase 
of 25% in railway farea. The War Transport Member anDoaneed in liie Assembly a 
faw days ago that all financial measurea would be oonaidered together and that 
Government would arrive at a decision after the Budget had been considered. The 
Budget debate in the Assembly waa over and the Governor-General had now cer- 
tified the Finance Bill. Pandit Rm ira asserted that the new loans floated in ibis 
country were pricuoally for ihe iMirpoBa of obteining funds to pay lor Britain's war 
purehaaea in India. The proeeada of net permSiieut loana were expected to amount 
to about Ra. 090 erores and the interest ebarget had ineieaacd since 1942-49 by 

lOBO erores. He said that India paid 9% interest while England pnid only 
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1|% on tbo ttoriinir bnUnees. He arKtd that the diffmnee ihould be paid hj 
Eiildend. PiDdit Kuntru went on to criticise the itiiid«qiute newt tron the E. 
hruiit. He expreesed hie appreciation of the fact tiiat the iiiformfd tbe 

Houae tlie other day of the tHMition in Manipur even before the pui>lieation of the 
6E Am Command communique. **Fraiikly apraking, what I and otliera feel it tliat 
what is taking place in Manipur ahnwa that information whivh is of Uie greatiwt 
im|K»rtanee to ue has been withheld longer than was necessary.'* If the C-iii*0 
tocik the trouble of mt^ting the elected memtiers of the Asaombly ho would find 
that there was deep feeling with regard to the manner in which India was being 
dealt with about war news. Ue Itnew Uiat the C-iii C iwraonally ntver mininiiaed 
tbe aituaiion but yet tbe general feeling of the mati-in-ihe*atr*ei in regard to the 
various announcementa was that India waa not going to be invaded. One morning 
thi-y were told that tlie Japanese were within the iatrdiTa of iiiifia. Hpeaking on 
tfie Defence (Services Psndit Kuiiaiu said liiat in rpile of the recent inert'ase the 
p;iy of indian aoldiers wan only one- third of that of the Britisli. He nrged the 
appointment of aenior ludian officers as bi'tMliou comniandHiita and asked for an 
iiicreaaed number of Indians occiip>ttig staff appoitiimciits. Me inqiiinHl whether 
Government were thinking of reconstnictiim in the I defence Services. Pandit 
Kiinsru urged that tfiree or four thoroughly efficient Indians aiiould lie given com- 
mand of brigades. If that was done ihiy might hO|»e to see an Indian Division 
commanded by an Indian msjor geticral. 

Mr. Boaaain Imam inferred (o the gold tales in the country snd ssked 
whether there was any justification for alloaittg even AbyMitiia to sell gold st high 
prices in India ? It looked sa it we wern a hsod nt phiUnthropists to enrich 
everybody. S Africa was clMimiiig a share in the hKit of HMG. Was It not auf. 
priaiiig that the GoveriimenC of India fnid not entered the field at least as an 
‘also-ran' if not a winner ? Jhe resHOu for all this lay ih the positioit of the 
Government of India which was no better thsii that of a jamadar via-a-vis HMU. 
Mr. imam said the Finance Member's ststemeiit in the Aasemidy in regard 
to sale of gold had encourauetl a|>eculatora and the price of gold waa rising 
rapidly. The U. B. A. and the U. K. were selling gold at ezcirbiisiit prices. It 
was nothing but legslized nffibery. Mr. Imam critirir.»*d the allocation Ol Defence 
ezpendiiiire and said there was no shadow of justice for the Briiiah Army in 
India being paid by the Government of liniia. Did Britain pa> for the U. S. 
army in Bti ain and did the U. A. chaige for the psy and salary of her 
personnel which were eent to India V Mr. Imam added that the peoplea of 
India wanted to fight the Ibitish Government and not ibe tiovernmenl of India. 
He had great sympathy for tbe members of 'Ireasti^ Benches. Some of them 
bad told him privsiely how powerless (h<y viere on eertaiii cxxasioiia. 

Sir A*. Gopalaswami Jycnynr said iliat on the brmtdeet of financial considera- 
tions alone the fiiisnria! pioposais in the Bill were tndefi nstble. And as there 
would be no oppor* unity stfoniid for amending or improving its provisioiis and 
as the House would be asked to vote only in favour of or against tbe Bill 
as it stood, he found himself unable to give his sur|>ort to it. He drew 
aitention to the fact Uiat the amount of the closing balance estimaie 
at Uie end of 1941-4.1 would l>e oTl.BlI crorcs snd asked what financial 
jnatification could liicre be for the Government to attempt to raise petty taxes 
affecting a large number of p<*uple yielding eight or nine crorea. '1 be amount of 
four crores proposud to be raised by taxes on hau^lnuts, coffee and tea waa less 
than liOltb of the total taxation revenue. 'Jhr >ield was so misersbiy |iOOr that ft 
was against the essential canons of taxation to levy it He iiointed out that there 
was enotigli money on the ways and metns side of tbe budget not merely to bridge 
the bnigetary gap but tbe entire iiifisttonary gap as well in the bndget year and 
that, iiierefove. the IJoiiHe could not in reason a'.:ree that all the proposals 
contained in the Finance Bill were esseniiaf for tbe inieresta of India, 

Keferriiig to the |K>li(ic*al fititiitid**, hfir GO' alsawsroy said that tbe present 
Kxe'Utive of the Goveri: merit of India had failed to reset in a reasonable manner 
to the criticisma of the repiesenuiiv^^e of the niiiJic In the Legtslaturs and Uiey 
had displayed neither wisdom ni>r |K>iiticai imagination in tsrkling the aiiuatlon. 
An hhiecutivs irremovable for a term, when it had to deal with a dcmocraile 
l^egislature, muat, if passible, try and behave in a manner conaiatent wirb 
democradc iirinciplea **in so far as the truncated ennatitution under which tha! 
democratic Legi«lature is constituted ftinciicma.'* Where the Legislature did not 
agree with tbe Executive, it was the duty of tbe Executive to see frbetber by 
negotiatioa and compromise it wm not possible to meet the wisfaes.of the LsgUUttnia 
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in tneli n fnihioo m to iirerent ito rofoiing rapplifo ftltogcther. The ration 
rote in the Aeeenbly eoold luiTe been eterted hj the EieeuiiTe giTiog tnw% to 
the out in the KmIwaj Budget by dropping the propoeel to enhenee the reilway 
pmenger feree, dropping the exciee dutlee on ec ffee, tee end b«-tclnate end by 
emending the elteretiono mode in the Income Tex end £• P. 1'. **Jbe mere 
preciige of the Ext’Cntiee ehonld not etend in the ney of ecceding to populer 
ofdnion when tbet opinion eerteinlv doee not deeerre to be brueiicd eeide ee 
being crooked 'or nnieesoneble*', he eeid. Beferring to the eeubliebmeot of e Netlonel 
iGofeniment it wee hie ?iew thet the eecrntiel preliminery to euch e development 
wee the releeae of the politicel leedere who were now in ]«il end effoidiug en 
opportunity to them for »tting into contect with pnblie feeling ee it wee to-dey 
end teking atepe for the bringing ebout of en egreement emtiogit the important 
eectiona of politicel opinion which would eneble them to Join henda in running 
the Government of the country during the |ieriod of the wer. Be maintained 
thet tbe releeiie could not et the preaent time be conaidered to be freuieiit with 
eny riaks to public tranquillity oven from tbe etendpoint of the preaent Executive. 
*But even e more preliminery geatiire than thia**, he eeid, *for example, of 
permitting contect nctween tbe political leedera in Jail end thoae out^idv whh e 
view to tbe exploration of the pMaibilittea of e aolution of the preaent deadlock, 
if the preaent Goveriim*‘iit bed the imagioetion to make it in the courae of the 
debate in tlie Aaaembly, would elmoat certainly have effectively averted the 
turning down of the Finance Bill in the Aaaembly.** He regretted tbet the Goveiu- 
ment had been unwilling to move in thet matter, 

bir Mahomed Usman aaid that the Uppoeition had diaciiaaed the Finance Bill 
in an unreal atmoaphere. They were in the midst of a great war, the greati^at 
war that the world had ever seen. The United Nationa had made a woiid**rful 
recovery. The victories won ensured the final vicioy of tbe Allies. But thry 
could not yet afford to lessen their vigilence and relax their efforts. Germany 
wan reeling under the blows in Europe but the arrogant and brutal Japan was aiill 
to feel the might of the mightiest combination of nations. Bbe was atill 
threatening their country and they bad to remain prepared to meet that threat. 
Buch coniiiiued threat, Bir Mahomed said, should, aa in other countries, have led 
to cementing the bonds between different eleiuenta in the country. But unfortu- 
nately thia was not the case here. I he House would r»meml)er that Lord Linlithgow 
when he was the Viceroy at tbe outbreak of tbe war, cslhd importsm leaders of 
various imrties and tried to bring them together on a common pUitorni — reeisiance 
to the enemy. He failed in that attempt. *^'rhe most common sceusation agaiiiHt 
the Biitiali (juvernmeut is,” Bit Mahomed went on, '*tliat their policy is to divide 
and rule. But here was the Viceroy trying to bring various pan it s together on 
varitiUB o<*caaiona, hut the parties failed him and refused to come together. i.vier, 
came the Oripps Offer which aa H. E. Lord Wavell told ua when be addressed 
the two Uoiiaea is atill 0 |)en. It it for ua to come together, agree among ouiaelvea, 
give the Muslima and minorities their rightful place in tbe administration of tbe 
country.*’ 6ir Mahomed continued, that lor years, the Congress Party had been 
crying for independence, but when in ine Crippa Offer aucli independence, full, 
complete and secure, was offered, they rejected it for two ressons : one that it 
recognised at the sama time the Muslima* claim to self-determination and their 
right to have a aeparate union of their own if they so dt aired and secondly, because 
the British refused to abdicate in favour of the Coi«gresB in the midst of the war. 

Replying to criticisms agsinst the Executive Cuuneil, tiie Lender of tlie HoiiKe 
said': **1 mgy remiod the house that patriotism is not the exclusive monoioly 
of political t^rtiea. 1 do not owe an apology to anybody for being an Executive 
Councillor to-day. I deem it a privilege that I have been asked to shoulder 
tha responaibilides of office at a time when I can be of real service to my 
country snd at a time whan others refused to respond to the call and deserted 
their post of duty 'lat the first signal of danger. (Cheers.) Had tbe Congreee 
shown a sense of reeponaibility and not resigned office in aevcii Provincee when 
the cloiidi of war started gathering around tbe cmimry and ahared the rerile and 
aacrificea of a nation at war, they would have been amongst tbe wiee and patriotic 
men of the world. But to be respouaihlc and responsive is not in their nature and 
in their constitution. They had always on one pretext or snoiber shirked tbe 
responsibility of office. They do not even h Id themaelvee reeponsible to thoee 
who trustca them and aent them as thdr representatives in seven out of eleven 
Provincee. All the political file of tbie country are due to the feet that they are 
not reaponeive to the righte nnd elnime of othere.** *We are noeneed* Blr Mahomed 
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mitinoad, *of being imeponsible m if it in of oar own metioD. Bat I etk : bM 
tbii onetrat lend arm oeen en age in whieh the BsceoUfe wee fwpooeible to en 
eleolad Hoom t All the progrewi tbet bee been made in Indie ee e leiialt of 
Briiieh eonneetion bee been tbroagh the ao-eelled imeponeible fiseeutiee Council. 
A laeponeible ezfcatiTO eyitem **of Ibo Britieh type** boerd on ibe mteiD al 
•iniple mejoritj role will not eiilt lodie on eoooani of greet conniaoel difirenree.* 
Unfortaiietely in Indie. 8lr Mehomed aeld« tbm wee etelaldy no netionel epirit. 
It wee ell eommanel. It wm tbet tbet wee noponeible tot retarding the politicel 
prareee of thie eon* try end for prereotiM the formetioo of e Netionel Gofemmeut. 
When tbie wee the eeee. why bleioe the Brltleb Uofernnient t be eeked. 

Rai Bahadvr 8, JT. Dot eapportcd tbr Finenoe Bill but thought tbet the tax 
on tobecoOb betelnate end tee wee aoleir ee It would nffeot the poor In the 
country. 

Mr, SuBhil Kumar Roy Ckaudhury eritleleed the tax on betalnnte. which, 
he eeid. wee en egriculturel product end ee eneh e prorinelel euhjeot Ue wee eUo 
oppoepd to the levy of income-tax op to Re. 8.000, coneidenog the high primw 
prefetiing for ell neomitire of life He could not extend hie aupport to the Bill 
on principle beceuee the repreeenutiree of the people bed no control oter expendi- 
ture. The Bill bed been rejected by the Lower Hoaee twice. On e much leeier 
ieeiie. he pointed out. the Prime Mtnieter of Englend wee threetening to reeign 
unleee Perliement peeera e rote of confidence in bin. 

31et. MARCfl iJie Exeelieney the replied to e number of pointa re- 

garding the defence eerficea railed by prerioua epeakere. He referred to Mr. 
Kalikar*e remarke that ea'deta and ofilcera were diaoharged oeieneibty not on the 
ground of inetBi*ieiiey/ but really on aeroont of their political record and aaid tbet Mr. 
Kelikar bed been mieinformed.* Memberebip of ordinary peetwful politicel orge- 
nioAtiona wna not e bar to aereice in the armed eereiee. In e few eaaea, bowerer, 
the War Department had taken notion when acme peraoiie eftdr getting commlaeion 
were found to be concerned in aubferalve or retoluiionery eetirity. Remofaia on 
the ground of iii*^fficiency were done after careful ecrutioy. The cnBeer wae elwaye 
given an opportunity to ehow reaaona why be ahould not be remored and whatever 
reasona he cared to give were carefully eonaidered by the coromandifg oflieera, by 
himaelf (C.-in*C.) and by the Viceroy. The Commander-in Chief referred to the 
•tetem«nt he made in the Aaeently about the Burma Front end aaid it gave an 
impartial picture of the aituetion ea it exiated to-day. Pandit Kunsm bad tug- 
geated tbet it waa queer that the Japeneae ahould be advancing eeatwerda when we 
were advancing weatward. Queer tbinga did happen in war. but he added, wbnt 
bad happened wne thia. We bad not exactly advanced weal except by nlr. We bad 
flown to troopa into Burma behind the enemy end they were now getting buey 
deairoying end interrupting the enemy’a communiretione end the rfleet of their 
efforta would make itaelf felt. Be hoped tbeae eflbrta would aho help to atop the 
enemy*! wcatward advance. Anawering the qtieation whether ibe army wea repre- 
aentative of the nation, the C.-in-G. aaid ibe armed forcea to-day were more broadly 
baaed then ever before, lliey repreaented ell eleaea and cpmmunitica ehd he could, 
if oeceaaary. produce figurcc to ahow the proportioo in wbicb tha armed forcea drew 
•tbeir ret*ruira from varioua parta of the country. He paid a Iriboto to their apirit 
and enthuaiaam and aaid aiieb entbnaiaam nnd , apirit could not be created by 
coercion. 'J'bc apirit and the deaire to abow that they could make good were not 
confined to any one clnea, it wea wideapread end noiverael. The proportioo of 
Indian officer! in the nrmy waa atcedily riaing. Ihe ratio of Britiah to Indian 
officer! now wea 1.3 to one. compared with 5.5 to one in 1939. nia did not how- 
ever include Britieh aervice officer! who where ettoebed temporarily to the Indian 
nrmy during the war. The C-in-C. added tbet be wea prepared to take every Indian 
officer be could get, provided he wee fit to be a leader of our men. Be would 
like to tell the bouae bon ever that be wea not getting the atandard of men be 
wnnted and be waa alarmed nt the poor quality of men who were coming forward. 
Steps were being taken to improve the machinery of eeleetion to aecore men of the 
right atamp. On the queation of appointing Indiana in High Oommenda and efaF 
eppointmenta, he etetM the aitnette wea eteadiJy impro^n^ The matter waa 
under fete conatont— nimoot dally— care and wateh. He wonid aak the Horn to 
leave It to him to eotore that Indian cAceri rwmiwed lair play. 

Mr. C. S* Jnee, FInaaoe Seeiwtary. winding up the fotmtaad with 

appceeintioB the definite etatemenl that had been made on the Boor M iho Hhaao 
that the vwio on the bill waa not on Inteeatioa of oppoottlca to m efbfta. Bo 
epyrniited that beeanao that favo thffio eotM emoMm gmwd on wUeh to ^ 
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mattm. He reminded the Houm thet it wm the tempo of war effortn iu India 
which determin' d the volume of rni>e«‘a in tbia country and the tem))o of war 
efftrta had to be rev^uUted by military and operational evenrs and not by finaneiul 
eoiiiklerationa. fie appealed to the membera, even to tboae who pTO|)naed to vote 
aitainat the bill, to i^o-operate with Qovernnient in maintaining economic etability of 
the eooiit^, irrecpective of politieal differeneea, by aseiaiiog in all Government’s 
anii'inflationary nicHHiirea. riiat aeemed to him to be the fiiiidamental duty of 
every patrionsm. Referring to the btillion market the Finance fi^ecrctary sternly 
warned apeLMilators and said that Govern men t would be prepared to take mont 
drastic menanres to deal with the situation. (Cheers). Sales of gold* Mr. Jones 
said, have been made by the Reserve Bank for aonie time at a price which was 
regarded as not unfair to the investor having regard to the rise in the prices of 
other commodities. Salee were made with the dual object of providing the U. S. 
Government and Id. M. G. with riipcea for use on their war ez»>eiiditure io this 
country and as an antL-iiiflationary measure. The end of last week and early days 
of this had witnessed Aie results of Kcare-mongeting by interested parties on the 
minds of the public. A wave of siiemilative buying of gold bad developed with the 
result that the market price of gold had ouiatripped the price at which the Reserve 
Bank were prepared to sell. The Finance ^ecreta^y assured the House that when 
that unreasoning speculative fever hnd abatid the price of gold would undoubUdly 
subside to the loss of certain unfortunate i^eople and the Bank would be able to 
continue sales st more ressonable rstes. Referring to H.M.G.'s contribution to the 
direct defence expenditure of India, Mr. Jones said that apart from the British navy 
which defended lndl)i and whose value could not he ezaggerated, India was im- 
porting ^uipment and stores of all sorts not made in this country free. It was 
not posstlile to give a complete evsliiatiori of the h»lp we received bnt Mr. Jones 
pointed out that the value of aircraft we had received was about a hundred crores 
of rupees. Besides several categories of A.- A. guns (and one variety must have cost 
H.M.G ten crores) and petrol valued approximately seventeen crores had been im- 
ported into India, India also re'eived free engineering equipment* signal equipment, 
specialised instrumants of various sorts and she was geuing monthly about 4,C») 
tons of ammunition—spart from what we mnnufaciured. To the list might be 
idded a hundred thousand tons of tinned food imported last year for the troops in 
the forward areas. Hs pointed out that India charged for everything supplied to 
H.M.G even if it was for her own troops fightitiir beyond her borders for the 

E roiection of India. Britain was said io be ungrateful and after what he had stated 
s thought comment was superfluous. 

The House passed the motion that the fiuancial propoaels be taken into con- 
sid ration by 27 votfs to thirteen and later adopted the bill without a division. 
The House then adjourned till April 4. 

Hindu Marriage Law Bill 

4th. APRIL : — ^The Council of State adopted a motion today, moved by Mr. 
Lnf, Secretary, Legislative Department, concurring with the resolution passed in 
the Legislative Assembly reeommendiDg that the Bill to codify the Hindu law 
relating to marriage be referred to a joint committee of eighteen members of both 
the Houses. In oonimending the motion to the acceptance of the House, Mr. Lsl 
hoped that there would not be any serious objection to it. He realised that there 
might be room for honest differences of opinio i in respect of certain provisions of 
the Bill, and that was why it was being referred to a joint committee, where it 
could be fully discussed and the largest measure of agreement reached. The Bill, 
as it wAinla emerge from the joint committre, would again be circulated for 
elioiting public opinion. Government, he said, would welcome cmstructive and 
helpful eriiieisms. He acknowledged with gratitude the labours of Sir B. N. Rau 
and his eollcagues on Che eomisitiee and the clarity with which they had expressed 
tbeassdves on the many knotty problems. Mr. F. S. Sapru supported the motion 
and said that left to himself, he would have gone much further than the Bill 
itself. II we elained political, economic and social justice, be said, it was our duty 
to spptosch the problems raised by the Bill in a spirit of true liberalism* Ttnre 
was BO hops far progisss for s society which denied justice to its women, he said. 
Mr. Sutku Amor £of Clumdkur^ took tlie opportunity to contradict a sutement 
ma^ by Mr. Ohulsm Bhik Nairssg in the lj>wer House that the presence of 
Musliai msmbsrs io the sslset oommittecs draling with matters which affected ib^ 
Hlodu sonmoolty oloos did not prejudice the Hindu cause in anyway, and said 
thsti 00 oos OBOMioOt ooo«Biodo omsoms did psriieipata io votiog io oommittes 
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Slid Inflncnccd vitel aisUcn sffeetiDg Hlnda iotsfesli. Ha atld Uni if aaj ffnillu 
mcmbrr wantad to be in tha pioposA aoBUBittee^ then ha woold aaj that monafianY 
should be applied to all piTaona in British India, irrespeetiva of their rel^loii, 
Sardar Sobha Singk exleiultd bis sttp|)ort ta tba niotion. raiidit II, N. Kwmru 
pobited out that disaoiuiioii of niarrisges undar eenain conditions was not unknbwii 
to Hindu law. ^ome staled that if divorce was sUowi^ then tba very fouudatiotts 
of Hindu society would be slinken. I'siidit Kuiizru nsid that experiance of Westera 
countries showed that divorce wut an exception and not the rule* lie was glad 
that tha Bill would be i-in'r. luted for tiiriiing public opinion, bceausab thereby, ttey 
would be able to carry a lancer voUinic of public opinion in fnvoor of the Hill with 
them. Ue^ hovrcvi r. nr^ed the itovernmeut that the meaauie eboiild not be unduly 
delayed and asked UieXioveriimeiit to give an asaurance that the Hill would be 
brought before the i louse in the next Winter Session. Sir iinhamed U^man^ 
Leader of the House, referring to Mr Susi il Kumar Roy Ohoudhurj’s renisrka in 
regard to the presence of iion Hiudn nienibora in the committee, said tliat, as far 
as the Counoil of Htatt* wits concerned, nieml>crs of the MuHlim t^mmiiniiy had 
better stand aloof from the coniuiittce Mr. Kumar Sankar fcoy Chauiihurff alio 
supported the motion which was pa^srd. 

The Hou-^e agreed to the following members being on the joint committee : 
I'andit IJ. !S. Kunxni, Mr. Ksliksr, Mr. 1*. N. tfupru, Mr. bnehil Kumar Koy 
Cboiidhury, Mr. G. Motilsl, Isardsr Sobha Singh, Sir N. Uupalaswami Iyengar, 
Sir Jotsiia Ghosal and Mr. S. Lai. The House then adjourned. 

U. N. B. R. A. Agrebmemt 

5th. APRIL The Council of State debated to*day a motion approving the 
United Nations Belief and Rehabilitation Administration signed at Washington on 
9th Novsmber 19l3. Mr. Y, X. Sukhtankar, Joint Secretary, Oommerce Department, 
who moved the motion ye-'^ierdtiy. declared that the Govcriiment of India before 
approving the U. N. K. K. A. proposals had held that the help which India ahould 
give must be limited on uctcount of her physiesi and financial difiiculties and that 
before making any contributions the approval of the l^egislature should be obtain* 
ed. Pending such approval, the Government of India provisionally agreed to tha 
scheme and authorised the Agent General to sign the Agreement and also agreed 
to his being nominated to that body exactly on the same footing as other repre- 
sentatives. After explaining the constitution of the U.N.R.U.A. and bow It would 
operate. Mr. SukhUnkar said that the attitude of the Government of India towarda 
U.N.R.R,A. was one of sympathy and they had made it plain that any assistance 
which India gave must be on a Inniicd scale and nubjcct to the approval of the 
Legialatura So far they bad made no payment whatsoever. Referring to tha 
amendment disciisaed in the United States Congress for the incUiaioo of India 
within the scope of U. N. R. R. A. relief, Mr. Siikbtankar aatd that any aaaiatance 
which the U. N. U. B. A. might afford was limited by shipping. Mere extenaion 
of help, he said, did not mean that much help would be coming. On the 
contribution of one per cent of the oaMonal titcome to the U. N. K. R. A., Mr. 
Sukhtankar was asked what would be India’s contribution. He said that varioua 
estimates ranging from Rh. 67 to Ra. 112 per annum per head were calculsM. 

Pandit ff, N. Kuturu, while supporiiug the motion, loin led out that any 
contribution that India might be called upon to bear ahould not be larger than 
wsi warranted by her resources. He urged that the Indian representativa oa the 
U. N. It. R. A. should be dtie who had the confidence of the^ people heM and 
Government ahould not follow the past precedent by nominating thyir o^rn 
representatives. Mr. Kumar Sanhtr Koy Chaudhury aupported the motion end 
said that the Legislature should elect a representative for the U. N. B. R« A. 

Sir JT. Bamunni Mcnon said that the U. N., R. R. A. was a good iUoatration 
of interuatiooal union and welcomed India's psrticipstion m it. He that 

India should have sn adequate share of the personnel of the edmlntatration of U* N. 
R. R. A. Sir N, Gnpulu/nratuf luvngar further support the motion. He tti|nHl 
that lodia'a contribution should be commensurate with her low economic standard* 
Entry of Indians into Kenya 

6tk. APRIL The Council of State to-day passed Mr P. N. Sqvtu^b reipin- 
tion recommending immediate atci>s for securing the withdrawal of regulamna 
having the effect of restrictiug the entry of Imlian immigranto into Kenya which 
came into force recently. Mr. K. A-. Bannerjii^ Commonwealth Relalioaa Seer^ry 
accepted the reaoluUou on behalf of the Government. He said that they had foerived 
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tam GonnaMttol Knya, Uganda and 
Bvdy t 0 Bponn voold m tmiUuittd 
I la^latioaa and tfat thay wonid m applitd to ail aoa«natffa iBiaigiaata 
aaT diatteaiion wlMtaoatar. Witt lagud to tha imotI^ pMUbittag tba 
■Mtty ai.panoaf) who tad baan away, lat mom ttaa tM yaaia^ tta Chwaa n awat 
at Ittdai bad tba aa wn anoa that tbia part ol tta lanlattoaa wonid not ba anfoncd 
iliddly bat doa allowaaM woadd ba mada to tha omunataaota of aaak partioalar 

Pbndit Kunant, llr. Boaaaia Zaum, Mr. KaUhar and Mr. Sapra, In tha 
aomaa ol ttair anaoBb^ nimd tba naad, wUeh tb^ aaid tad baa abown by tba 
aiwamolafeoa of tUa lagiuation, for too oppoiatmot of a dlplcaatio rapwaatoHa 
la India la iSat Afriea. Mr. Banatja pointad out that ladtaa raaidata in Eaal 
AMa opparatly fait atoong. anongh to aalagnard thoir intaraata and man not 
to baa u agat. Bat in flaw of wo atrong foaling aiptaaa d in tba 
tta Ooaaaant at India ahoold toha np tba aatta. 

Mooumb' Bunn at Bwamim 

Hw Bona njaatad by 22 rota to A Mr. Boaaata Imam't raaalntioo laeom* 
wading that tba ahaa of . Maatau in Oatral aatflaa bo i ne wnaad to 80 
par oat of tha totali diaet raaroltBat and pnaotiona baing aaabfaiad. 

Dnai Moauif Waara AmWid. Bill 

Ita Oonaoil paaaad Mr. JOtmtMd AH JDkon'a BUI to aaaand tha DalU 

lia Wa^fi 'Aet, and tha adtoial Billa to anttnd ti^ piotaatton to oertnia 

aoawodittoa and awad tha Ibatoria Aet 

U. M. A. B. A. Aobhuwix 

Baanatlag diaaaaion oh Mr. 8tMUaakar*$ motion (pofad yaatarday) apptvrtng 
tta U. M . B. S. A. agraomat Mr. P. H. Saprn mwa hia appatt to Indian 
pnrtlaipatia in tta aaomo bat vrgad that the foto m tba India ieglalatnro abmld 
ntOfaUin tha nuttar at aaboting rapcaaatatifa. In ngard to Indian antrlbatla. 
no nigid Wot bar paaoUar abamataaoM mat bo taka into aonaldomtton. Iho 


!• Bir Artt*nf-BortM, winding op tba dabato aaid that than 

to hofo baa oobm miaadaratandlng aboat tba aaopa of Wo U. M. B. B. A. It wa 
oof Intandad to prorida mliaf to nna aBaetad by war aondltiooa bnt it* oUaet wa 
to gifo raliof to Won oraa whbib would be Ubamtad by AJiiad Iona alWa 1^ 
aantaaat m by Wo rotraa of Wo aoaiy. He oppoaad Wo aoggaaWm Wa Wa 
■apaaaatatlfn Iron India ahoald ba alaotad by ibo LagUatan ad aiM wbaWw h 
wa n Qofarnmat worklag nnda tha pnaat oaatitntion, at ay oWa fntan 
oonotltatioa. Way amid nM poaibly aalaet an iatarnnHonal rawantatifo by 
dtoanaalen in Wa Lartalatnn. He lefenad to Wa romuke Wat India wa ut 
launaatad a Wo Bnpwy Oonneil ad otha Oonneilo and aaid Wo Oonnaunt of 
Inwa would not lat Wo matter go. Hay bowofor, dmbtad whathar it wmid ba 
pOoriUa for Um to find apart* to go mt of Wa oonntiy to ait m ' 

It* Boon paaato Wo amtion nod adjonrnad **tae di*.' 



1 he Central Legislative Assembly 

Bttdfel Seatioii— New Delhi — 7lh. Febniery to 5lh. April 1944 

ADYomunmr Monovi Diballowsd 

The Budget Session of the Central Legislettve Aecembly oommeneed at New 
Delhi on the 7th. Fehmaiw ItU. Fire adjonrnment notions were disallowed eiiher 

a the Chair or hj the GloTernor-Qeneral. The^Oorernor-General, in a message on 
r. A. C. Daffa’e motion to disease Ihe appointment of Mr. Gassy as the Gorernor of 
Bengal, dselared that it related to a matter whioh was not primarily the oonoem of 
the Wfemor-GeneraMn-Conneil. 

The Ohair roled out Bardar Mangal 8ingh*$ two motlona, one, on the die* 
penal of the Mahaaahba proosssion in Amritsar, and the other on the incidents in 
Haiipnr where a Ouidwara and a temple were burnt by an nnraly mob. The 
Chair held that they were matten within the Prorinelal Government's sphere. 

Mr. ICatiaih Behati Lai attsmped an adjournment motion to diseum “the 
disappearanoe of rioe" from Patna ana Bhagalpur as a sequel to the partial intro* 
duotton of rationing. The Food Momber said that the GoTsrnment of India were not 
aware of the facts but from enquiries made after receiving notice of the motion, 
he had been told that the facta wars not as stated in the motion. Rlee was still 
to be found in sufficient quantities in these two places. Government, however, were 
awaiting reports from the Provincial Governments. Mr. Kailaah Bahari Lai 
reiteratod that his facts were correct and added that during a visit which he paid 
to Bhagalpur after giving notice of the motion he found that no rice was available 
in the market. The Chair suggiNted that the mover should put down a question. 

The President ruled out Sardar Mangal Singh's adjournment motion to dis- 
cuss the Orders issued on the Hindusihan Timts and the National Call prohibiting 
the publication of statements made ^ or attributed to Mahatma Gandhi or 
members of the Congress Working Committee. Sir Beginald Maxwell^ Home 
Member, objecting to the motion explained it was issued under the Defence of India 
Rules. 

Govt. Oedbr On Mne. naidu 

The Assembly next rejected by 42 votes to 4U Mr. A. C. Datta's adjournment 
motion to censure Government on their order on Mrs, Naidu directing her not to 
make any public speeches or issue directly or indirectly any statement to the press 
or otherwise communicate her views to the public. Sir Beginald Maxtoell^ Home 
Member, defended the official policy in imposing a ban on Mrs. Barojini Naidu. 
He tried to import into his argument that it was unfair to give freedom of apseoh 
to Mrs. Naidu which was denied to her colleagues of the Congress Working 
Committee. Mr. Abdul Qayum and Mr. Lahiri Chowdhury were the only two 
makers from among the twelve Congress members who attended the session to-day. 
Both of them challenged the Government to give the Congress a chance to defend 
itself against the vsrious allegations made by Government . propagandists. But the 
Muslim League, which also supported the censure motion, adopted a different line 
of attack, demanding that, if the Government still thought Mrs. Naidu dangerous 
enough, then she would not have been released at all. The Naiooalists, however, 
differed from this view and supported the motion because the ban orders on Mrs. 
Naidu amounted to a declaration of the Government policy that they did not want 
a solutiou of the deadlock. Mr. Krishnamachari and Mr, Neogy picked out the 
weak spots in the Home Member's armour. To the Home Member's suggestion 
that Gandhiji himself could have published his letter to the people of Orissa, advising 
them of their attitude in the event of Japanese invasion, Mr.. Neogy effectivdy 
retorted thst Gandhiji was not then, as be Is now, thrown on his defence. 

Relxabb of Political Pejbonxes 

Stk. JANUARY The Aseembly to-day rejected without divisioo Mr. Latchand 
Navalrai'e resolution recommending the release of political prisoners with a view 
to removing the present political deadlock and furthering the war effort. The Homo 
Bjbmbsr, Sir Reginald Maxwell said that if Government were asked to relsaae tbs 
^giem leaden, they must be assured thst the results would be benslleial to India 
Bad to war eflbrt. Tue Homs Member gave an outline of tbs story of the dsadtosk 
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aod Mid it mu « itory of oonitoteDt otid rapatled nfoMl of oil offeit of the Go?- 
ornmeiii iotended to teenio the eoHipentioii of the OoBgrcM with ether pertiee in 
the wer admiDietretion eod to aecare a aettlemenl of the deadlock. Mr. A6dul 
Qaiyum (Coogrees) nald they woold eot Mk or beg for the leleaae of the leaden 
and added : ’There can be no qaeatloo of withdrawal of the reaolatioa'.of Anmet 
1942. If there is going to be any withdrawal, It will hare to be done br the Gor- 
eciimeiit. lliere can be no retreat, yon can keep tbeee gentlemen in {ail as long -as 
as you lika” The President disallowed Mr. T, T. KriehnamaeharPe amendment to 
the reMlution on the ground that it waa beyond the aeope of the resolution. The 
amendment sought to recommend the dia|brution of the present Legislatire Assem- 
bly after the present budget session with a riew to holding fresh elections and 
reconstitution of the Gorernor-Qenerars Ezeeutire Oounoil so as to include in 
it persons commanding the confidence of all the important groups in the Assembly. 

Speaking on the resolution, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai pleaded for the release of 
political prisoners on the ground that it would be a right step in ending f!:*? 
dradlock. No political party in India would objeet to this. He tnoi^ht that the 
atmosphere in the country had^now changed for the belter as ass evidenced by the 
new Ordinance relating to the detention of persona. He hoped that when the 
Viceroy addresaed theXegislature next week, he would be gracious enough to direct 
that all these prisoners would be forthwith released. Their release was essential, he 
added, if the preaent tangle was to be ended. The Congress leaders must be enabled, 
he urged, to hold consultations amongst themselves on the one hand and with other 
important parties on the other before any aettlemeni could be reached. 

WorkihO of Women Undbegrupnd 

The House then took up Mrs. Renuka Rajfe adjournment motion, 
to cgnsnre the action of the Government in permitting women to work 
underground in mines in Jharia and its neighbourhood, was lost by 41 yotea 
to The Europeans voted with the Government, while the Mualfm Liague 
party, the Independents and the Congress Nationalist party voted for the 
motion. Congress members had left the House earlier. Mrs. Ray, moving the ad- 
journment, reminded the House that the Government of India was one of the 
signatories to the Geneva Labour Convention prohibiting the employment of women 
underground in coal mines. The convention did not contain any clause enabling 
any participant nation to suspend the convention. The Government of India was 
thus guilty of a gross breach of international convention solemnly entered into. 
Apart from this, Mrs. Kay declared that even In England to-day, it bad not been 
found necessary to permit women to work underground. She asserted that shortage 
of labour on coalfields was due to low wages and bad living condititlons and ahe 
aaid that the average wage in Jharia, even with the present dearness allowance, 
amounted to not more than Rs. 14 or Rs. 15 per month. It ought to have been 
IKisaible, she insisted, for the Government to find other means to remedy this 
Shortage of labour without i)ermittiiig women to work underground. Dr. Amhedkar, 
answering the debate, ssserted that Government did not take the decision to allow 
women labour underground in a headlong or wanton manner. He emphaaised the 
temporary nature of’ the notificattou and made it clear the moment it was found 
that the provision waa not necessary, be would have no hesitation in withdrawing 
it. He also mentioned the steps the Government were taking to recruit labour 
from outside and send them to the mines and also labour camps to provide labour 
for military coutraotors so tbst they might not attract labourers from the mines. 
The Government bad also insisted that the women should get the ssme wage as a 
man so women would not be exploited. After a brief reply by Mrs. Ray, the 
motion was pressed to a division and declared lost. 

Executive Onslaught on Bar' 

9th. FEBRUARY The Opposition censured Government tbdsy for **lbe remn of 
terror” it bad established in the country. It was a tingle vo^ that turned the 
scMes against the Government, but the Opposition made the moat of it by 
vodferous cheers and loud thumping of desks. The motion, which stood in the 
name of Mr. M. A. Kazmit raised a issue, namely, the onslaught of the Exeentive 
on the Bar and the Bench in India. The cases of Mr. Pardiwala of Bombay, and 
Pandit Bavnaih of Agra, were held up by the speakers on the non-official aida as 
Instances of unsorupulous vietimisation of members of the legal profession for no 
greater offence than that of defending political auspecta. Mr. Frank Anihony, the 
Anglo-Indian member, delivered a scathing condemnation of the entire eystem ^of 
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in the henik of the Mepcfeney. He deflcribed the eyetem ee *nHf(n of terror per 
eze^evee* Pendit Lak^hmi Kaitta Mitra^ who followed Hr. Anthony, wee en 
.M ri«d nwey by hie own rt.di6oiPOt denuiacUi-ioa of the executire thet be etronely 
mil iiiterrapUon from the Homa Hemher und enatn^ berk: Yon here no 
oiieiiie^e to interrupt me.** Ileieine hie ruice to ite hi((hest ptvMible pitch, Mr. 
A, C. DuUa, l)e»>uty PrcHiilcnt. of the Aeeembly, eeked the Hom'e Memlier: *Yoii 
eey i .e h; De^.nicc of IuJIa Act. Hut whoe*^ Indie is it? 1e it the India of the 
hiireeiierete end not the India of the Indiene T” The Home Hember intervened et 
thii steKe of the deliete. But hie defence wee beeed on much the eamc {rroitndH ee 
thnec ou which he oppoeed edinieeion of the motion itself earlier in tne clay. Hie 
plea that the Centre waa power iese in the face of tlie Conetinitiou Act to interfere 
with prorincial admivietratione waa met with ironic b«)oitip;a from non-c^oial 
binchea. Warmiofc up in hia argument, he asked in a rhetoric d flourish : 
would the Miialini League Tarty aay if, for inatanc**. the Centre intTtercd with the 
l/cague Ministera in Sind or imgal ?*’ The Hindu mernhera from i'cngal and Sind 
d'^nit^it that (hire urrc licagnc Miniatirs in tlioae proviners but it wan enough to 
t'l'intj: yafrahsmlti Luujat AU Khan to hie feet. The Deputa Leader of the Muslim 
L'-agiie Tari> iiaed the occasion to have a fling at the Food Member, Sir Jwala 
Prasad Srivastara, who could issue directives from the Centre in petty matter** 
like the number of private and Government aliopa. Hia coiiteiiliou was "that the 
Governor of a province was the real custodian o! law and order. 

WoEKiNG OF Reciprocity Act 

lOth. FEBRUARY The Assembly disposed of there official Bills today 
and adj nirned till Monday next. The Chair called on Mr. C^orfnd Denhmukh to 
move tJie adiouriiment motion which had been admitted to censure the Govern- 
ment on their dilatory tactics to defeat the tnirpose of the Reciprocity Act, 
na evidenced by the answers given by the Indians Overseas Member.*’ Dr. 
N. B. Khare^ a((pcaliiig to Mr. Deshmnkh not to move the motion at the 
picBcnt stage, gave an -assurance that Government were doing everything they 
could ill the matter. Negotiations were going on at present between the Govern- 
menta of India and South Africa. Mr. Deshmukh agreed and withdeew the motion. 

Earlier, the Commerce Member's Bill to amend the Cofiee Market Expana- 
aion Act of 1942 was passed. 

Central Coconut Coum. Bill 

^Ir. /. D. T 1,9071 8 Bill to provide for the creation of a fund for the 
improvement and development of the cultivation, marketing and utilization of 
cocuiiuta in India was referred to a Select Committee. The Bill sought to 
cBtablish an Indian Central Coconut Committee with an indct)endent source of 
income, which, Mr. Tyson said, would probably come from the levy of a cess 
o!i coitoniits. There was reason to believe, he ndtbd, that the present produc- 
tion of coconuts could be increased in a comparatively short time by the adoption 
of better cultural and niannrial practices. Coir and coir-manufactured goods 
would for the present be exempted from the purview of the pro}H)sed committee 
in deference to the wishes of the Goveument of Trsvancore and the Chambers 
of Commerce in the State. 

Consolidation of Excise Laws 

14th. FEBRUARY The Assembly today took up for consideration the 
Fiitince Member's Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Central 
excise duties, as rei>orted by the Select Committee. The Finance Member, moving 
ciiiisidcration, stated that the measure wss essential as it coiisolidstid a number 
of enactments in res|M>ct of excise, some of which dated back €0 years or more. 
It was highly desirable that the law relating to Excise duties should be simpli- 
fied and made uniform so thst it could be understood by the public. Mr. T, T, 
Krishnamachari iNationalisl) opnooed the Bill on the ground that its full 
implications had not been made clear to the public at any stage. 'Jlie prii*e 
paid for uniformity should not mean that people should be subjected to more 
harassment and restrictions. Mr. Essak Sait (Muslim League) asked for an 
assurance that beyond consolidating the existing provisions of law, the Bill 
did not introduce any new principle. Such an assurance would facilitate tiie 
imssoge of the Bill. Dr. P. Banerjee thought that the meosuye went beyond 
mere conaolidation. Bo far aa the Government were concerned it might simplify 
their task hot for the public the BHI sought to give very wide powers to exeiae 
officers and the Revanue Board, which would ba very ousatislaotorj. There waa 
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no nxiteDoy for bringing o Bill of tneh far-raeliiDg ronieflacnect bcfm lha 

Home. Ho onggoilod that tho Bill be giTcn fnller eoDiidontiO]i. Winding np 
Ibe ddboto, tbe^nanei Mmnber eoid tbol the Bill bod been before the pnblio Snoe 
the loot MeeioD of the Aeaembly. Not o tingle line of eritieiem had been rtoelTed 
from any ohambera of commeioe or other bodieo which might be affected by 
the Bill, The appreheniiooe entertained by the prerioae epeAen were yagne 
beyond amendmento, which were ineritable when trying to reprodace the frt 
of no leee *tban 17 enactmento, the Bill contained only one new item, which waa 
included in the rulemaking powere ; but there waa no prindple inyoWed in it» 

By oonaolidatlng the proyiilona of the different ezciee Acte, he thought the 
pnblio would be able to underatand the law more eaally. He wee conyinoed 
that the Honee by paaaing the Bill would be doing an important and neefnl 
duty to the country. 

During the debate on the clouaee of the BUI, Mr, Kri$hnamaehari moying 
hie amendment relating to aalt manufactured for domeetic purpoaee, aaid that 
it WM but meet that legialatiye eanction ahonld be accorded to a practice which 
had been in eziatence for the laat 13 yeara, eyei aiuce the lrwin«Oandhi 
Pact, Mr, AT. Nauman (Mualim League) could aee abiolutely no reaaon why 
the Qoyernment ahould not be willing to place on the atatute book the exemp- 
tion eought by Uie amendment, aa it bad been in yogue for auoh a long time. 

The Finance Member declared <that the Qoyernment did not intend to retract 
from the Irwin-Oandhi Pact, would be quite willing to meet the deaire of the 
Houie if there waa no. technical difficulty. He anggeated that the amendment 
be left over to enable him to look into the matter closely. He added that the 
Qoyernment did not intend to levy any duty on aalt collected or manufactured 
for domeatic purpoaea by any peraon. The Houae then adjourned till Wedneaday, 
Railway Budqbt Fok 1944-45 


16th. FEBRUARY :->The railway eatimatea preaented by Sir Edward Benthall 
in the Aaaembly to-day forecaat for 1943-44 a aurplua of Be. 43.77 crorea (130 
crorea leaa than luat year but 7.73 crorea more than the original eatimatea) and for 
1944-45 a aurplua of 52,21 crorea. 

In 1943-44 total traffic receipta are expected to be 178i crorea, 23 crorea more 
than laat year and 28) crorea more than the original eatimatea. Total workbg 
expenaea including 16.88 crorea for depreciation and 1,71 for payment to worked 
linea, are 106.58 crorea and exceed laat year*a expenaea by 24,32 crorea. Of the 
expected aurplua of 43.77, general revenuea will receive 32.27 crorea which ia 1214 
crorea more than the original budget, the balance of 11.50 crorea going to the 

^^iTter c^^ering the recommendation of the Railway Convention Committee, 
Qovernment have aecided to make an additional appropriation of 4 crorea to tlm 
dMreciation fond aa an emergency provialon to cover exeeaalve wear and tear of aaaeta 
during the war. The net accretion to the Fond will be 5B6 crorea, raiaing the balance 
to 87.93 crorea. The balance in the Railway Reaerve will riae from 935 crorea 
to ^85 croaaea. 

Paaaenger fatea, except for aoburban aeaaon ticketa will be railed by 25% from 
April 1. 1944. The additional earninga are eatimated at 10 crorea. They wOl not 
be ahared between general revenuea and railwa^a but will be placed in the Rail- 
way Reaerve apeci6oa)ly earmarked for expenditure on lower elaaa travel ameni- 
tiea. Since there ia now no alack aeaaon, the aurcharge on coal will be mmtinned at 

throughput the year inatead of being reduced to 15% for aeven montha of the 
year aa hitherto Raiiwaya* capacity to move traffic will alao be greater next year 
due to receipt of additional locomotivea. For theae reaaona the budget eatimate 
aaaumea traffic receipta of 192 crorea. 134 crorea more than the current year. Total 
working expenaea including depreciation and payment to worked linea, are eati- 
mated at 114.28 crorea, 570 crorea more than the current year. 

The aurplua for commercial linea ia anticipated to be 5336 crorea and the loae 
of atratcgic linea 1.15 crorea giving a net aurplua of 62.21 crorea. After earmarking 
10 crorra for amenitiea for lower elaaa travel (the earninga from increaae in paaaen- 
ger fart a), the aurplua for commercial linea will be divided between general revennea 
and raiiwaya in the proportion of 8 : 1, the aame aa in 1943-44. The general reveouea 
will get 31.37 crorea and 1084 crorea will be tranaferred to the Railway R eacf f e , 
which will, at the end of thw year, atand at 31.69 crorea or including the amodM 
earmarked for amenitiea at 41.69 crorea. In the deprooiatkm fund mere wtll be ft 
qalance of 8236 crorea. 
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Aidoit « wnto pio|cn»Be of 6B17 eram whieh Inoliidw 8 enm tot tkt 
pwoMM of lladiM ood Bootbon Ualintlo ond Sooth Indian BailwaTi, 88 Inkbo 
lot the bnlanco of tha putahoM priae of Benpal and North Waaiarn and Bohilkond 
and Kumaon Railiraaa and 67 lakha for tna pnrehaaa of Onaerat and XMiaad 
Baramad Bailwapa. tnara ia a proriaion of 51.7 eroiaa (88.7 eroraa froaa oa|dtal aad 
2B erom front dafntdadon fond) oat of which no icaa than M.84 eioica la for 

follinir ttocka 

Bir Edwtkrd Bemhall dbcloted a pietme of rltiaa reccirtt Mtd growing exprn- 
ditnia eomblDed with an erar-inercaaing atraln on Knilwayia With no incnaaa in 
the DUBiber of cnginea and ooaehea and negligible inereane in the number of 
wegone, the railweje here, in the drat lix monthe of the current jeer, aohlefcd 
8.6% more freight ton milce and 90% more paeeenger milee* the bulk of the later 
Increaee being under ciyilian trefBo. 8tepe are being taken to inereafo bue aanriea 
in area# where the war effort la likely to anffer from the eziating oongeetion of 
payng er trafBca The publicitj eampidgn againat unneoeaaarj trarel will alao be 

There hare been delaya in both engine and wagon delivery programmea but 
both metre and broad gauge enginea are now coming forward In a ateadv flow td 
meet the growing demand lor rail tranaport It ia expected that before Marah 81 
106 broad gauge and 214 metre gauge loeomotitea and 1,000 broad gauge and 
2,950 metre gauge wagona will have been received and in the next year another 
284 broad gauge and 288 metre gauge looomotivea and 5324 broad gauge and' 10.626 
metre gauge wagona are expected. For the repair of enginea and wagona, workahop 
capacity la being atcadily taken back from the paanufacture of mnnitione althongh 
20,000 workera are atill engaged on munition work. 

To increaM line capacity Qovernment are doubling 750 milea on certain 
aeetlona of the Bengal JNagpur, Bengal and Aaaam and Eimt Indian Ballwaya aad 
adding a fourth line between Aaanaol and S[bana. 

During the year, breachea ocenrred on 19 railwaya, the greateat havoc having 
been cauaed by the Damodar river breaching ita bond, which interrupted traffle on 
the Kaet Indian Bailway for 64 daya. Aa a meaaure of aecurity againat interrup- 
tion of commonlcationa, a echeme, coating 24 lakha, for providing wirelcae communi- 
cation between important control pointa la well advanced. 

Coal atocka have during the year 1048-44 fallen to the lowect 6gnre on record 
and draatie atrp« have been taken to render the poeiiion more accure, which include 
more raleinge from railway eollierics. 

While paying n tribute to the great loyally of railway workera who have atoek 
to their work In difBcult eirenmetaneea. Bir Edward Bentball deacribed tha ameliora- 
tive meecnree taken by Government wnop claimed BIr kdward, had endeavoured to 
out their undertakinga to the letter and in a apirlt of appraeiatlon .of tbi 
jea of tbo ataff. 

In Dee, 104A 521 grain abopa functioned and 776.000 ration card boldera were 


eemd with l,015j000 mde of food. The eatimated loaa on grain ahopa ia 10 eiorea 
in Iho ourvent year aad 114 erorea in the next when n further expaneion ia axpee- 
ted In the range of eommoditice. The poai^mty of the eetabliidiBaent of eoit prien 


oany on 
Mcmoei i 


enntemia to provide lor the 



of life of* higher paid nllwaymen le 


It hne been deelded to ebollah the Lower Gnaatted Berviee in 

tbo propoenl ie not hixmt proeeaded with at preaent in order to avoid 
limilion. In dne eonrae, a eomprehcntlve review of the eelerfee of 

i.SSSAS^"^'* 

i ot poi> WOT McOBCtiwtioa bee bam Ukan TiKOtoodp in bead and 
mHmm wbfA tbaBailmj Bond aia coDcaDtratbs, in addtthMi to 

. > of laioblUiatlBB, aia (f) tha tepUmantiag of tba daefaioo to aoootnet 

lo bdi% (if) tha topewBaot of tbo aatcniticB of ttatal partfoiilailx 
’ lOMilMa naaa«gaBa,(Bf) dacatopaMot of ataC wdiaia waefc. tha iapiofaa 
idhcaf oaafHnr Mb. (a) Oa pmeiiiotloB of railtrayB io mmo aatrieea ond 
).tte'lHaHpiBaot of taUvaTa in aeeocdaneo with tba giBBial poliep oi toad aad 

•t laogth wii$o of floaoetud poat-irar taiaanraa. 
Bto alaM that i^M altailjr ftMoai^ 
_ d ba flaaoead bj ioan and ha awa 
vddd not bo bUo to n^^ toeh poat>«ac ab ^ a a ont of 
tbaNfoaa, aioaa ohatbai it «m laa yo a M ate iaaiaaaa 
iB ladio todoj; 
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tlitn hid b«en only i 4}% OTerall inemie over pie-wir fme ud the abili^. of 
fioaeeogeri of til clateei to pay for travel is greater than railvaya eao eater for. It 
aaa not a mere v«>iiicideace that itur inereaaa in travel took plaee in the period iu 
which the i>*flatioiiary tindcnciea bceume more pniminuiL Sir Edward Benilian 
continued that there were three good reavona lor incrcaaiiig the farex. namely, tic 
efl^t that ruch iiicreaae might have on reducing or at any rate preventing lurther 
inenaiie of panHcnger travel, the deflatiOkiary efft-ct oaing to the immobilisation of 
aubatantial voliime of currency and the opportunity of taking the first step towards 
building lip a fund for |koat-war recotiairuction pnritoRca. 

Aa rintarda the latter, he stated .* ‘The argument in favour of building up a 
fund for }iCMt-war purposes ia to my mind paramount and Irrefutable and th«: 
OoveriimetkiB of the future would rightly blame our short-frighteduesa and lack of 
courage if we failed to put them in a poaitlon to earry 4hrou^ the post-war plan 
ahicli we arc preparing for their fulfilment.’* For these resaona. Government nave 
decided from April I. 1944, to incresiw rail farea ( including farea for military 
paaaengera travelliiic at their ohh cost ) by 25% so long aa preaent conditions exist. 
Sir Edward llenthnll made it clear that money taken from the railway-user now 
would be expended for hia benefit later when times were less good. 1'he entire 
proceeds from tlds increase, which are expected to be 10 eroiei In 1944-45, will 
therefore b.^ | diced iu the Bnilway RcHerve but earmarked for nn amenities fund 
for lower cl:i^s passengers. This was the first poaiiive move towards the finsnee of 
|H>st-war r< construction. 

Sir Edward Benthall concluded by thanking the Chief Commissioner, Sir 
liSonard Wilson, and other rail way men for the work they bad done. The increase 
I'f traffic achieved with little or no new equipment was work to be proud of. But 
more and more traffic had got to be mov^ and every operation on the railways 
had got to be speeded up For many the work was arduona and the atraiii 
prolonged, but he ended by recalling to the railwaymen the words of Sir Franda 
Drake on tiie eve of battle : ’*Lord God. when, Ihou giveat to Thy aervanta to 
endeavour any great matter, grant na also to know that it ia not the beginning, 
hut the continuing of the aama until it be thoroughly finished which yieldetb the 
troe glory.*’ 

The Central Excise Bill 

The Asaembly later paaaed the Central Excise Bill with the amend- 
nmnta acoepted on Monday, but without the provision embodying the Irwin-Qandbi 
Faet relating to aalt. Members of the NationaliBt Party made an effort to add a 
separmte clsuae giving atatutory form to the provisions of the Pact but after an 
naauianca by the Finance Member they decided not to press their demand. In the 
onuraa of the debate the Finance Member first explained that the Government had 
fUven eonaiderable attention to the matter. There was a good deal more in the 
agivenent of March 5 1931, and in the explanatory Fresa communique of May 
2fi, 1031, than waa included in the amendment auggeated. The Government had no 
intention of departing from the practice which had been adopted ever aince the 
agreement waa enterra into ; but at the aame time there were inelnded in that 
agiasmant certain aaf^uarda and these must always be included ao long aa an 
antngement of thia kind waa in force. In hia own opinion, the nrrangement wna 
nlrandy anitably embodied in the form of the amement, and in that form was 
wdl nndeiatood, both by the villagera and by oqmrunentnl oflieera. Ha oonld not 
aaa thaiit waa a matter which ought to he given an nndnly rigid form by being 
Inelnded in the atatule na Rjaeparata aeolion. All other exemptbna of thia kind nnd 
apaidnl nrrangamanta ware eovered by exemption notifieationa or by mlea made to 
eaenro the deaired affeot. Be, however, bad endeavoured to ace in whnt lonn it 
eonld be ineorpomttf In thia meaaure, and be read out a draft amendaaiDt whhA 
while exempting the purview of the Act, aalt oolleetad for domeatie eooanmp- 
tion, laid down pidviaiona againat abuae of 41ie proviaiona. A number of membm 
angiEcetcd poatponement till tomorrow ao that a more eomptebanalve amendsBant 
eonld be attempted. The Finance Member deelincd to agree to thie. He raHamlad 
thnl nothing would bo gnined by preasing an amendment of tna kind anggsalad. 
dibete bud the aimt of making the Government reaffirm thair intention to nbide hj 
the leUer end the ei^t of the ngnament. The Bill wna paaaad. 

H. B. the Y l aa r e y’ e Aidmaa 

11lh.PBnn7ART : -Tha following Is toa ml of llo addseaa daHvmd bf M, E. 
the ton Joint sem i o n ol the OsensM fijhlntnio to4ej 
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Mr. PnddiBtk Ladies tod Oentlemoi,— It bas been Ibe prseBes of Yietrofo to 
address the LeRislature at the first opporliiaity after takiaf oflKoe. Hitberlo It bas 
happened that the earliest onportoniij has been aboot six aonthe after the 
Vlceioy's arriTsl. For myself, as yoi^ koov, the first opportnaiw oeoorred within 
so short a tine that I felt obUged to postpone the ooesslon. I hoTS now spent 
some four Tery busy months in my post ; and am prepared to offer yon sneh eiews 
and guidanoe as I ean, at this momentous stage of Indians history. Ton need not 
regard them as final flaws. I always look forward to making fresh eontaets and 
gaining fresh knowledge. But they tndieate eertain principles on whidi action for 
the progress of India must, I consider, be based. 

The last addrese to yon by a Viceroy wae at the end of the longeet term of 
office in the history of the appointment. It was not only the longest term but the 
most exacting. Lord Linlithgow's patience, strength and adminietratifo skill were 
shown to the full in those difficult years, ihe war incfitsbly interrupted or 
hampered much of the work which was nearest to his heart, to further the material 
prosperity and constitutional progress of India. As time goes by, the greatneee of 
the eerfim he rendered to Indie in those critical years will become efen more 
apparent 

Though not entirely e stranger to this Legielatiire, I hare till lately aerfed 
India as a soldier, Ae a soldier, in the poeitione which I hafc hdd during this 
war, I know better perhaps than anyone what the United Nations owe to Innia for 
our sncoess in the struggle against Nasism and Fascism and the barbarous 
ambitions of Japan, I shall do my best to see that the debt ie acknowledged and 
paid, not only with tributes of woras bnt with practical aid. I will also try to 
pay my personal debt to the Indian soldier for his gallant and enduring eerrioe by 
doing my best to further the welfare of the Indiao peoples of whom the Indian 
aoldiff ie the fitting represen tatife Thongh the soldier etands in the limelight, it 
is not only to the aoldier thet the United Nations owe gratitude. The Indleii 
worker also, and many otheri in India, hare made e fery great and ? ital oontriba- 
tion to the war effort. 

Wim AoaiwBT AxiB 


My tint task here Ie to essist the South-East Asia Command to dri'^e the 
enemy from the gates of India. There can be no iwsoe or prosperity for India or 
anyone else till &e Japanese ambitions are utterly destroyed. 1 neA say little to 

5 IU on the generel course of the war. You hare seen for yourselfea bow the 
nited Nations took and withstood the dangerous shocks of three years of war— 
war for which their enemies bad planned and prepared, while they had planned for 
pesee ; and how they rallied from those ehoeka in irresistible strength. You hefe 
seen how the spirit of the British people flashed like a aword from its iheaih at the 
ehallenge of the disMten in France ; how they faced a triumplisot Germany for a 
year, almoat alone end unequipped, but undaunted : how they won the Battle of 
Britain agamst the mighty German mr force, end the battle of the Atlimtic ageinet 
Germany's many U-boats, and, with the of the Dominions and India and the 
United Btates, the Batde of the Mediterranean end Africa against ihe combined 
etrength of German and Italian sea and mtt forces. Yon baee seen bow Knieia 
met the mightiest, the most formidably equipped the most mobile, the most highly 
trsined, the most anogantiy confident force of fighting men e?er launched by land: 
and baa hurled them back in defeat and min, ae she did another would-be world 
eonqoeror W years ago. Aa one who bee mtn muoh of the BuMiao aoldier both 
in peace and in war, I bars watched with special intcreat the prowess of an army 
and peoffie I hare always liked and admired. You hare eeen too how the United 
Btatce of America haa reeorcred from tha ireaeberoua surpriaea of Pearl Harbour 
and Manila, and how powerful a fighting machine she baa oiganised to eany bar 
connter-offenaiTe to Japan. You hiiTe seen Okina indomitable for o?sr six ysara 
thongh almost nnarmsd. Yon are Joined with lour of the tonglisat oatione of the 
world in apirit and aetlon. The end is eertsin and yon nmy bo proud of yonr 
contribution to It 

Wbeo the end will eomo it io difikull yot to oay. Germany io rooli&g under 
a osrioa of shoeka, phyaieal and moral, which may w«l put her out of the ring at 
an early date, tbpn^ wejmnet not conot on it We^shail then be able to Intenslfo 


id by the JapancM early in 
mining aitil pwpe r a ti e n . 


surly date* tbon^ - - 

tha ww sraiMt Japn. Toa laaiiaa tba phpriaal diflenlUaa of tha laeoeqwaat 
Baima and of tha ottMC tanil^ aataid b, tha Japaocaa aarly in tba war. It vUt 
ba aeaoMpHabad, but It i 
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ItaD Pmbudi 

Indfa. li m of the priodpel biioi of the wer egeioet Jepeii, niiet be 
omuifeed. lo meinUiia etUilllty we niiet eoUe oar eeoDonle pmlent. Food, 
whm to the noet importeot of them, woe lo lolly debated io both Uooeee et the 
laet mmIoo of the Legleletoie that 1 oeed eey little here about ik It to eo all* 
lodie problem, which my Goreromeot to trying lo organtoe on an all-India boele. 
Hie m poinU in onr plan are the atriet cnpemeton of deelere nader the Food* 
mine doe trot Order, the aTOldaeee of eompetltire baying io the proenremeiit of 
Qofemmeot leqnlremente, etetutory iwlce control over movemente, and rationlog 
In the larger towne. We rely for eneoeee on the admin ietrative energv of the 
^vlnetorGovernmenii and on parallel action in the Indian Btater and 1 am glad 
to eay that during the poet four monthe we have mode jlmgreio. We are not ont 
of the wood! yet, bnt. booked by enbetoniial importe, 1 believe we oen improve onr 
food poeltion greatly in 1944. Onr elm to not to fevonr the lownimeo at the 
ezpenee of the enltivetor, bnt to eee that the etoble foodgrolni ore available to 
all at prioee at onoe fair to the enltlvator end within the meane of the poorer 
memberi of onr popnlatlon. The *Grow More Food*^ campaign hu already pro- 
dnoed valuable additiooe to our onppliee and wilt, 1 am tnre, produce more. There 
to likely to be a world ehortage for come yean after the war daring the period 
of recovery, and Indie moot be prepared to etaod by hereelf oe f or oe poeeible. A 
bold agrlcuUnral policy will be neoeai>ary. 

The eitnation In Bengal to epeelol, and hoe canted my Government grave 
anxiety. But there too oondliione have Improved, and I truet will continne to 
improve. We muat run no riik of loct year'i dieoater being repeated. 

The food problem to elooely linked with the inflationary threat, which we are 
determined to avert. The Finance Member will deal fully with thie io introduciog 
the budget, and I do not intend to apeak now of the vemedlea be will propose. I 
need onto say that there hoc been a distinct improvement In the rate of savings and 
that we haye made some progress In increasing the supply and bringing down the 
priees of consumers goods manufactured In indie, as well os of those imported from 
abroad. The new Department of indnstries and Civil Bupplies has a formidable 
task ahead of it, but hoe mode a good start with etandora cloth, the release of 
woollen goodi to the general public, and the control of the prices of Imported 
dtngs. 

The transportation evotem bos been snbjeoted to great strains which It has 
enpported creditably, thanks to the fine work of our rail way men. to whose steadiness 
and regularity we owe a great deal. I know that conditions of travel are not easy 
for the general pobHo ; 1 sm afraid that that to i»ievitable in wartime and is a 
condition obtaining prncltoally thronghout the world at prescat 

. The latest problem to oonfnmt oot only the tcancportatlon aotborlttoe, bnt 
pnblto bodies, lndnstrtoliitt» sod private bouseholde thronghout India to ehortage of 
eoal. Ihe eeasonal fell in ratoingc which oeonre In the loct quarter of the year woe 
abnormally great lo 1949. Hieve were reeeone for tbls— on exeeptionelly good her- 
veet, the prceenee of eestor and better psld work in tbs ooslflslds, dlfionlttes about 
tiia nnpply of food, and the epidemlo of moleria, oombined to drew tobonr away 
from ua mlnet and to take tbeif retnm alow. Labour oondltlona ore beginning to 
votnrn to normal : but them to much to be done to Improve the ralsiag oad dtotrl- 
bttlton of cool and eooditlono In the oontielde. My Government boa appointed a 
Oool Oommisifoner to etndy att the foetom beorlDg on prodnetlon and movemeot 
nod to eeo Uial the policy df the departmentc concerned le effectively oarriad ont 
Wo tholl, 1 hopcb enet n oooeiderible tanprovemeot though it may take time. 

OoTiunimrr avd tbu Wax 

UdIcn and nnlil noma othor form of governmontean boeatabltobcd with ghnernl 
eonofttt Urn praeeni Govemmont of Indio, mainly on Indian. Government, will 
eootlone to oerry ont to the beet of Ita ability— nod I am lattofled that it is a vary 
good ability— the primary pnrposss of any govornmsni— the malDteoance of law 
and oidar, the dutiea of latsmoi admlntoiiauon, and the propoiatiOD for the work 
ahead at the end of the war. Tha wlaalng of thin wag is our flrst tosl^ bnt it 
mnet not ogelnds pmpaiotioii for the future. 

; of all wart. On the wholes in 
the world an a wholes India hoi 
jation in tht lnmt llaoi 
epportnnittoi and proppsali. It 1 


Wa ora approoebing tho end of the greateet of a1 
vtow of the eeale of 4ba dangcia and dtooitm to the ^ 
eomt tbioogh it with loip hurt than nay other nation 
ww hao in mopy dbfcmmf ihoneod hm epport 
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hMliMd Miilrial dtvEofMMBt il wOl inetiw food pradmMiM» it hm 
itraoKthcicd hm fluuicW |ioiilioB« ntl II Imm not bm^ii «• ui etclii& olte 
•omitiiii, I B iDertMed nam of iplril aad parpoto It bb Bubappgr' otieaaatBBOO 
wbieh wo oil doploio. Ibm lo, howom» BOlblBg »oio iiBprofltoblo iboa lo 
ladBlgo ia nerimiaotloiio oboat ibo pool. Wo bbbI look forword ood aol book, 
no pool-wor world will bo for Indio a world of gnoi opporuiBiaco ond grooi 
doncoi% in wbieh ibo boo on ooliioadiBg to plop. II io oar pniHil baomiM 
to piopoio bor aiotoriollp ond noiollp lor tbooo leitiBfc poon. 

liOl no oonni tbo bloMinin ilnl. ladlo boo giool andofoiopod loioami^ la 
ogrioollaio ond in Indaolrp. jier odl lo aol pol ealtlroM to Ite fall troltfaUieii ; 
with lamofomoBl in aoihodo. In irrigotlon* oad In fertilloBlioa, wo eon loeronoo 
m food oofnlp gmtlp both in qnolltp ond apontilp. Wo eon naoh Impeofo Ibo 
brood of eoUle. Tbm io wide oeopo for dofMopmeal In Indio'o moln indnol^f» 
ogrlealtaro. Tboro oro olto greol oomneroiol poeoibilitlco In Indio. Tbora oro 
niaorol rooonrooo otill undcTeloped ; there to obandont lobonr. o portion of wbieh 
boo BOW oUolnod o oonoideroble dcgioo cd teebniool tkill. IntUo boo monp ezporiea- 
oed ood oble men of baeineio. Hor dnoaeiol poeitlon ol the end of tbio wor 
ihoald be o fcood one. Tboro oro olauiol aaliaiitod morketo, iatemol ond oatornol 
for her prodaoe. 

Baeh oce her moin oeoaomlo oeoete. Bho boo. bowotor. oloo monp oeonomle 
diffienltioi ond dioobilitleo. The preoearo id inerooeiag populotioa. the poroen* 
toge of odaeoted poroono. the low otondord of health oerviueo, tiio poor obnditiono 
In whieb tbo greater port both of ogriooltarol ond loboaring popalotlono IIto, tbo 
ilogiool contraot between wealth and poeertpi tbo inod»quocp of oomaianieotlonai 
oil mark the imaieniitp of the problem wbien ooafronto Indio in roloing the otaa- 
dora of lifing. Our took io to noe rigbllp and to beet odfontoge her great ooono* 
mie oaeeto not to iacreooo the weolMi of the few, bat lo roiee the amap from 
poferip to 0 deoenl otondord of eomlorl. A hard took Indeed, but o noble toolL 
which eolle from oil for o epiril of eo-oporotlon, o opiril of hope ond o eplrll of 
eoerifleo. 

The preoeni GoremmenI meoao to prepoio the wop for Xodlo’o poel*Wir dofo* 
lopment with oil eorneetaeio of eplrll ond with oil reooaioeo, oOclol ond non-oflkdolv 
wbieh It COB enliol. We bo^e to ooneider flroc of oil the '^windlng^ap'* procoeo 
thol foUowo oil wore— the dcmobiliootion ond ro-oettlement of ooldioro. the tonalno* 
tloa ol woriime conirooCo with indnotrp mid the orderip rotarn of Indnotrlol lobonr 
to peace time loeko ; the dUfwrool off proportp ood otovko of goodo acqalrod lot 
wor porpooeo. Our great aim matt be to pioo for eeoaomio om oooIoI derelop* 
moot 00 00 to ratio our olindordi of lirlng ond general weMoit. Wo mnot lift Ibo 
poor man of lodio from porertp to oeenri^ ; from ill«booltb to figoor ; from kao* 
roBoo to onderounding : ond our rata of nrogrem matt do longer be ol balloek- 
eorl otoodoid but ol Icael at tbo poet of tae nondlp ood oorfioeoblo Joop. 

Foot»Wab PaoBLiaio 


*Ao poa know tbo defclopmeai of ladlo lo belog dealt with by o OommHiei 
ol mp EzccutWo Cooncil, which io oeoioied bp o number of other commiiteeo wiik 
o otiong noii-offlclol elemrat. 1 am eoaoldcriM meant lo oireogtbeo our pkaning 
orgoniooiion ond to oooeleroto oar iwogrem. Hueb uaefal proTimlnorr work boo 
born done, ond wo boTO now reoeha a otogo at wbkb, for certain onMceto ol kooi, 
00 for ezample the demobiliooiioo ond reooiiloment of oofdiero, dofiaito ploaning 
eon begin la oomo detail. Oeer the greoter port of tbo Hold, oar ootool ooadael 
ofior tbo wor will tbpend to oomo esIeat-Kiff tea to o greoi eztealr-on iBteraotlOBfll 
foeloro, ondi to toiifi pdlif7 la iatorootkmol earronep, of wbleb wo eon ol prwNal 
koow llltle. Bat we aced not wait oo ibeoc ; on tbo big qaeoUooi of poltap ifo 
boro to make oorloln brood oaoumptloao, ood wo oro oow doddiog wboioaroioamp* 
tIoDO ihoald be. Ooaearreatlp, we ore oppolatlng ladifidaol deeelopmeol odtore 
aol committeee t o draw ap ontline pkao for eobleeto eneb oe eleelilAeotloB, 
ladaotrioo, nad derelopmeat, Irrigotlon ood ogrlenltan. ^ Wo oreoleo^orroaglag to 




the U. B. A., to etadp for the beoeBt of lodio Ibo loteet detelobmeota la their 
lino of work. For tbo amiD ooeiol oerdeto.we olreodp Imee tbo l^eottpaol 
Adeloer'o memoraDdom, oad obeli later boee tbo repon of the Bhpn Oommitte 
im Medklao oad Pablie Beolib. X bdlowo that dariM im oar plooo «iU loho 
Aopi : Ihip maat aofor Ibo wbok of ladk oad tbo Imlaooi ood Btoki willf Ji 
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«Bi tiiMi co-openite irith tlu Geotre la ptcAucmsa tb« brit and oioet oo»fildMB^f9 
poMitde cManmit of oar oeedo. 1 «sd mj Gcmcaneiit «re ia earacal la doiag all 
wa aaa to farther ladia*# progma after the war. 

Boiibat Egovomic Flan 

We wekome ocmetmctke enggeetloae ; and mj Gomaiaeiit ii madakig 
with iatereet the plan recently propounded by seven prominent tnieineea mao. The 
aUrwe of the antbore of ftbie plan on the objroto to be aebieved are in fnnciple 
the hune as those of my Government— we must work for a snhslaatlal iaereaae ia 
etardavds of living and social welfare. We may, on examiaaiion, differ m the 
atedio^ to be employed, their relative importance in the plan as a whole, the pm 
to be played by the State and by private «>iiterprise, and the financial praeticahility 
of development on the scale continis lated within the time eupgested by the 
authors ; but our aim ia similar and w« wehome any sincere contribntion to the 
problem that seta people thinking and makes them realise belli the poMtbiliticH 
and the pitfalle ahead of ue. 

Ae I eaid at Calcnfla, . it may in the initial etages be tieceseary for the 
Government of India and the Provincial Govern menta to devote die laraer propor- 
tion of the resources available to economic development, ngricutturel end industriel, 
eo ns to increase the wealth of the country. But you may rest well aseured that 
the vital matters of health and education will not be allowed to stand ailll. aud 
that the recommendations of the Educational Adviser and the Bbore Committee 
will receive the most earnest consideration. So much for India's economic future. 
It should be poseible* if sll go^e well to make good progrees ; and to Isy plane 
well ahead. It is more difficult at pi^seot to plan India's political future in any 
detail. 1 can state to you what 1 know it the point of view of practically the 
whole of the British people, of His Majesty’s present Government and I am con- 
fident. of any future Government of the United Kingdom. It ie their genuine 
deaire to aee India a proaperona country, a united count iv, enjoying complete and 
unqualified belf-Oovernment aa a willing partner of the British Commonwealth. 
That last desire is not prompted by any aense of imperialism or wish for domina- 
tion, bat by a real belief that, in each aasociation, India can best find security 
and help in the testing^years ahead, and that peace in the East can eo be beet 
aaeufid. 

J am absolutely convinced not only that the above repreaents the genuine 
deaire of the British people, but that they wish to see an early realisation of it. 
It is qtislified only at present by an absolute determination to let nothing stand in 
the way of the earliest posaible defeat of Germany and Japan ; and by a resolve to 
see Uist, in the solution of the constitutional problem, full account is taken of the 
Interests of those who have loyally supported ue in this war and at all other times 
—the ooldiers who have served the common cause, the people who have worked 
with us; the rulers and populations of the States to whom we are pledged ; the 
minorities who have trusted us to see that Uiey get s fair deal. We sre bound in 
Jnetioe, in honour^ in the interests of progress, to hand over India to Indian rule, 
which onn maintain the peace end order and progress which wo have sndeavonred 
to ostsblish. 1 believe that we ehonld take some risk to farther this ; bat nntil 
the two main Indian parties at Isoot can come to tqrms, I do not see any immediate 
hope of progrees. 

Cbipps Otfie 

The Grippe Offer woe a bold and generons offer and gave India a gieai 
opporlnnity to progrees towards adintioo of her problem. Be wdl aerated tiiat it 
was not mads In any panic. I con say that with certainty : 1 was Commander-ln- 
Ohief at the time and in a poeition to know that there wee no panic in the CouncUe 
of thoee in authority, either in India or in the United Kingdom. We ore not a 
people who panic easily in the face of danger* The offer was made in the hope 
that as the war had coma so close to India and threatened Its national life, it 
might arouse, so in other countries, a spirit of nnity and eo-opmtioa that would 
have overridden political differences in the hour of denger. Thet hope wes not 
fnifilled. There ie no profit in recriminatione about the reasons for the rejection of 
the Orlppa Offer. But ainoe that Offer, os has been steted more than once by ffis 
lh|eiy>/Cs r grg**y>», fe still once. It as-y be wcH reatato it here. 

Ngfirly two years have passed tines the Grippe draft deelaralion woi mode 
paUiei bet It stands forth to-day os Ihs stiemn pledge of Hie Mgjestj’e Gtrrffimmeaf 
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Ifcftt ladia fhall have fall contfol of her oob dcbtiny anonp; the natioae of the 
Oommoowealth Mid of the world. It declared in unniMUkehle terme fhet Indie 
riionld hefe the Mne etetae ee the Doxninione or the United Kingdom itaelf undM 
the conetitutioD of her own devieing./ It eluo embodied e eonetnictive iuggettion 
by Hie Meicety*e OoTernment to eid Indie In the etteinmetit of thet etetae. 
Pnipoeele were mede for setting np e eonetitation-meking body» repreeentetive, both 
of Uritieh indie end of the Indien Stetee ; end Hie Mejcety'e Government under* 
took to ecoept end implement the roneUtaucpi framed by this body, subject to two 
coitititiono.-^ First, the decleretion recognised the right of e province not to eceede 
to the Indien Union. Such provinces could either retain their present oonetitationel 
pO!>iiion ; or if they so deeired, His Mejesty's Onvernment would agree with them 
upon e new constitatlon giving them the seme status es the new Indien Union 
itself. Second, the decleretion mede provision for the signing of e treaty between 
His Majesty’s Government end the eonstitution-msking body to provide for matters 
arising out of the transfer of power, including proteoiioii for recisl sud religious 
minorities. It was mnde deer beyond sll doubt, that this treaty would not impose 
any restrictions upon tbe power of the Indian Union to decide in the future its 
relationship with the other Sutes of the British Commoneeslth of Nations. 

The Grippe Offer was an offer to Indie of full Self-Government, of tbe right to 
frsme her own constitution, end even of the right, if she so desired, to sever her 
partnership with the British Oommonweelth. Because of the military situation-^ 
which still obtiins—it was provided thet. pending the framing of the future 
eoiistitutioDs, the direction of Defence should remain the responsibility of Bis 
Msjesty’e Government, but it was contemplated that Indian leaders should bo 
osfKiciatcd not only with the Government of their country as under the exieting 
constitution neeeeasrily, till e new constitution was framed end accepted— but with 
the eounsele of the Commonwealth end of tbe United Netbns. 

’Quit India* Bxbolution 

The offer of eo-operetion in the Government on this basis by the leaders of 
Indian opinion ii etill open to those who have e genuli e desire to farther the 
prosecution of the war and the welfare of India. But the demand for release of 
those leaders who ere In detention ii an utterly barren one until there is some elgn 
on their pert of willingness to eo-operste. It needs no consnltetion with any one 
or anything but his own conscieDce for any one of those under detention to decide 
whether he will withdraw from tbe ’Quit Indie* resolution end tbe policy which 
hod such tragic eonsequenoes end will co-operate In tbe greet tasks ahead. 

Not the least of those tasks is the preliminary examination of the eonstitu- 
tionel problems of Indie by an aothoritetive body of Indians. Wa should be reedy 
to give this body every assistance it might desire in carrying ont its took. For Um 
present the Government of tbe country must eontinue to be a joint British end 
Indian affair— with the ultimate respontibiltty still remsining with the British 
Parliament, though it is exercised through a predominantly Indian Executive— until 
it can be transferred to a fresh eonstitution. But ths framing of that future 
oonstitutioD is essentially end properly on Indian rcaponeibility. Until they con 
agree on ito form, the transfer of power cannot be mode. We offered s snggeetion 
in the Grippe Proposals, which may or ma/ not have been suitable. If Indians eon 
devise a method which will piodnoe agreement more readily, so much tbe better. 
If I may offer a pcfeoual opuUm, boro of some experieoce, tbe smaller tbe body 
which diocusscs a difficult and controversial problem, tbe more likely it it that a 
profttoble solutioo will esMngo^ 

Paxiotan 

On the mein problem of Indioa unitj, the difference between Hindu and 
Muslim, I can only say this. Ton cannot after geography. From tbe point of view 
of dMence, of many internal and external economic problems, India Is a natural 
unit. Whet orrongemepta yon decide to make for tbe two greet eomrounitiei end 
cerUin other impoitet minorities, os well os the Indian Btstes, to live within that 
unit end to make the beat use of its wealth and opportunities is for Indisos to 
decide. That two communities end even two natiODS can make arrangements to 
live togMer in spite of differing oultnrea or xflixknie, bistorv provides many exam- 
ples. The solutions of tho problem have varied. England and Beotlend, after 
eenturles of strife, errlTod at an sbsolnte union ; in Canada the British and French 
dtemeoto reoehed a foderol agreement which operates catisfoetorily ; tbe French, 
ItoliiB end Oerman elmeDte In Bwitserlond agreed on a difbrent form of fedcra* 
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Hon* Tm M Um abo?^ Him w«m tvllgloiia at wall aa racial di ft r i aaa# In Ilia 
Ualtad Btataik maoy aienfiita» raeial and lailgtoiii, liafa bam loacd into oaa gtaal 
nation widi a federal atroetnra, after the Uttar exparienoa of a diaaatrooa eiail war. 
In Inland, tba aoofliotiog Uamanta bare ao far failed to onitay and Ireland baa a 
aort of PaklataD, tbongb die analogj la, of aooria. onlj raatifa. Tba Borlat 
Union In Bnaala anna to bare daraad a now modillaation of lie already flaUbla 
dyatoHL wblab will alao. no donbt, repay aarafnl atndy. Tbeaa axampUn are bafoia 
India m bar aonadtntionaliato to atndy. It la for bar to aay wblob wlU noat 
nearly Inlfll bar own naada. Bnt no nan ean altar geography. 

1 bare apohan to yon frankly and bluntly aa I bare been taught to apeak, aa 
a aoMlar. Let na ra-atata tba nnn prinelplaa wbieh jpifda me In ny hoary tank 
and naponaibillty. Our primary objwt. ovai^ridlna all otbera. moat be not merely 
to make oartalo of winning the war^tba United Nationa bate already dona that by 
andnranoa throogh adrerattiaa, by aaerifloa of oomrorta, bf unity of apirlt. by nn- 
mnlttbig bard work— bat to win it aa apeadily aa poaaibla and witb uia laaat draft 
on fatura proaperity. 'I'bat la a gmt adminiatratiTa taak. Tna aaoond taak ia 
prepare lor the fntura. aeooomieaTly and polltioally. 

Wa aannot aettla the fatnra of tbia aoaiitry witbont the fall co operation of 
the Brlttab and Indian people and tba co-oparatlon within tba Indian people of 
Hindna. Biualina and other minority gronpa and of the Indian fitataa. 

1 am oona iona of the eo«oi>eratioo of ma^ elenenta in tbia conntry— tba 
antiant and patriotic Indiana of my Kzaeatire Oouticll and of Prorlncial Goearn- 
manta ; tba Afebting forore of I ndia. the largaat foroea ever raiaad in biatory by 
rolnniary anliatment ; the leadera and worbnia of industry who bare made anch 
a contribution to tba war ; the rulera of the Indian Btatea. All tbaae place India 
flret In tbalr thought and alma, but they bare a practical riew of tba naoeonty for 
co^«penition to realiae prograas. 

CtonoEHaa pouenr BAunr Am uhpeactical 


There la an important element which atanda aloof ; I recognise bow much 
dbilby and bigb-mindedneaa it oontaina ; bnt I deplore Ita praaent policy and 
matboda aa barren and unpractical. I ahould like to bare tba oo-oparatfon of tbia 
alemnnt In aoliring tlia prasant and the future tnrobiema of India. If ita laadara 
leal lint they cannot eonaent to take t>art in tba present Oofernmant of India, 
tliey may atill be able to assist in considering future problems But I sea ao mason 
loraleaea those responsible for the declaration of Augusts, 1942, until 1 nmeooTin- 
aad that the policy of non-co-operation and afeii of obatruotion baa bean with- 
drawn— not in anckdoth and nahea, that batpa no one— but in raaognition of n 
mlaiakan and onproAtabla pblioy. 

During the last three montba, I hate Tiiitad aaean out of the alarea main 
pcoviaaaa of British India and two Indian Stntaa. I am tatting out to-morrow to 
flalt Awo more piofinoea. I bare aean lomathing of tba nfral life aa wall aa of the 
lowot. 1 wonder wbetbar, in eooaidaring Indiana aeonomio* and poliiiaal problema, 
wa nlwaya ramambar bow much of India ia aonntryaida and bow little nrbao. bow 
nanny lire in ▼illagaa and bow few. oompnratirely, In lowna. I am impreaaad arery- 
where by tba work whieb la being dona for tba betterment of India, both by 
dfi^la and non-oAoiala. India baa a aery email official adminiairatioo for lie aiiiL 
but It hni aery floe aeraiaea , tba way in which they baaa atood up to tba additional 
■trein and work thrown on them by tba war baa bean admirable. There are alao 
a aery larga number of non-offlclal bodice and paraona who are doing grant work 
for India. Tbgra.la muob goodwill and wiadom in Indin if wa ann barnaia it to n 
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_ pnrpoae. 

I bore no dedre to mnka inaldiona eompariaone, bnt I do Ml it worth wbilo 
at out tbnt oonlltioo gorernmaota by Indlnna lor Indiana ia not nn impoadbla 
II la being anrriad out nt the Oantre without Irietion ; it baa bean onrriad 
OB lor nearly aaren ycara witb aonapicuoua aoooaaa in the Punjab. Thanka to Iho 
laadartblp of man of goodaenae. goodwUt. and good oourega M .aflbln of that 
profinoa hare proapered witb the minimum of aommunnl frietlon; they hare 
admlaialarad tbalr piorloca In the In t a re a t e at tba prorinea. but alao with ipgaid- 
lug the iatareota of India aad of tba war aflbrt of tba United Kntlona to wblab the 
Punjab baa made ao atrlking a aontrlbotloB. I will maha bold enoculi to aay that 
bad I proivlnaoi worM tba I9B5 Aet te tba anma spirit and with Ihn anmo 
^ May. India wonld now bn reiy eloan to aomplala oair^gorernmant. 

Wa Mre anm n long way tdgalhm up the oloip nMdIfloult i 
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DEBATB ON BAILWAT BODOEI 


im 


Bit of wbidi lioB oomiricte Inditn telf-gOforoBiciit Wo oto olmoot within tinhi 
of Um top, bat, M with moot noantnia olimbo that on worth dolnir. the bnnl oliio 
mo tbo otoopeot and moot baffling of all. At anob a timo, it ia doublyl neoeaaary to 
teat caeb handhold and foothold, to eat adcqaala etapa in ulipiiar^ ica, po t^t tha 
wbola party toped togaibar, may not fall book in rain. It it not the moment that 
pradant moantainaera eboooa to unropa, to diBmiea their gnidea, and after militant 
aiapnta, to taka aaparata routea towarda different neaka. We muat go on togetlier ; 
wo cannot bait too long at tha heighta wbleb wa naea reaohed, and we cannot with 
bonoar or aafaty tarn baek. Wa may hata to panaa toreeonnoiira or oat atepa, bat 
wa moat andearonr to go on climbing, etcn tiiongh tba late may aeem uow to 
impatiaot watobcra or to tba olimbera tbemaeWaa. Finally, wa muat keep in mind 
tha aplandoor of tba ?iaw that Ilea befora ua when tha aummit la rcachad— tba proa* 
peot of an India at paaca within heraelf, a partner in oar great eoromonwealtb of 
nationa, tba motbar of a great peopla, a ahiaid for peace in tha Eat t, baay and 
proaparoua. yat with leiaura to develop the thought and poetry and art which ara 
tba real aalt of life and of which India baa already oontrihuM much to tha world. 
Not an immediaia viaion, bat I do not think it unattainable, if wa work togeihar 
with patiaiioa, good aanaa and goodwill. 

I betieva firmly in tha futare of India. I am a aincera friend of India and 
ahould like to help bar to political advance, but my military training haa made me 
quite certain that no objective ia ever gained without the fulleat meaiure of co- 
operation from all ooneemed. 

Debate om Railway Budobt 


2tat FEBRUARY The Aaeembly held the general debate on the Railway 
Bodgat to-day. Prof. P. N. BanntrjM, Leader of the Nationalist Party, ofwnitig tha 
debate, oharaeteriaed the proposal of incraaaing tha fares at an uiieoi»aciotinbla 
harden on tha people, an iiiiquitoua impoat ; and highly iujiiriouf to them. It was 
aatounding that instead of providing oomforts to the travelling public and in spita 
of the demand for reduction of fares, because of the appalling conditiona of traveL 
tha Government of India ahould want to Increase fares. Li^k off tranaporl bad 
leaulted in the Bengal famine, be declared, and over-crowding bad led to o^denta. 
Aa for the argument that the inoreaae in fares was intended to discourage un- 
neeemary travel, be stoutly denied that tba third class passengers travailed for 

J haaiira or ae a matter of luxury. He was sure thst the elscted members of the 
louse would turn down the proposal for Increase of fares, dir Yamin Khan 
declared that tba burden of tha increase would mostly fell on the Government 
servants and tba general public connected with war work. If travel was coitsiled 
as a resnli of incraase in farea, it was war effort that would be affected, file Banm 
Riehardton, leader of the European Group, aaid that hit group now, more ^an 
ever before, gave full support to the strengthening of raitwsy naerves and to tha 
•tape contemplsiad by tha Transport Member in this direction. **Jndividual1y, wa 
may dialika paying more for railway travel just as my friends on the other tide 
may dislike it. but the three reasons which have been given by the Transport 
Member for taking this course are, in our opinion, valid reason." Mr. Huifiainbhai 
Laljee, leader of tna Independent Party, complained that tlie Governmant's promise 
to manufacture locomotive’ had not baeo carried out. Btrongly opposing the inereata 
in fares, Mr. Laljee declared it would create emhirterment ; people would feel that 
ao attempt was being made to prevent them from seeing their ki^h and kin. Mr. 
A. C. Datta atBerleu that the imposition ot higher fares whs neither just nor would 
it serve the intended purpose. The object of the increase whs declared to be to 
prevent over-travelling ;• but was there any scope f r further reduction of passenger 
traffic T The civilian travel, be said, bad already reached the reducible minimum. 
On the other band, one single member of the Executive Council occi^ied as much 
•pace aa 20 ordinal passengers. Mr. JamnadoM Mehta characterised the Railway 
Budget aa predatory in its purpose, oppressive in its results and contemptuoua of 
poblio opinion. Ha vigorously refuted the argument that railway travel in India 
was the cheapeet in the world. It was, be aseerted, actually 400 par cent costlier 
^an in England. Sir Abdul Halim Ghasnavi saw in the Railway Budget the 
*^yranny of monopolists." During the war, two ineteatM bad already been made 
in the rates and faraa, in addition to cuttiog down free allowances of luggage, ao 
mnob ao that even a walking stick and articlea of food were now weighed. It bad 
really develop into a "pay more campaign" from a •travel on^ly when you muat" 
campiign. Mr, FIrank AnAany deplored ue allegatioaa of inefficiency mime by Dr, 
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BiDaeiJie igilnet nilwftyntn. Bm oompklocd tbit tnoiiRli had DOt beeo dona lo 
aoMliMiita tba oondltioot of tha laiiwayinaD. Mr. Ar. if. Joahi aonplalBcd that 
tiia itumbar of days allottad for diaent^tr tlia Railway Bndgat bad bcao cot down 
to thraa daya from aiz daya and aaid that thia waa a braach of convention and 
appaalad to tba Chair to aafagnard tba privilagaa of the Houaa in thia rcapect.' 
R Mangal Singh di^clared that tha propoaal to raiaa paaaenger faraa had ervnttd 
bitianiaaa all ovar tha country. Tha arRmnanta in favour of the increase aera 
amasiug and, }adRiiiR from them, ha tl^ught tha country should be prepared for 
many more meaaurea of taxation in the genera! budget. Harder Maugal Hingh 
referred to the overcrowding in trains in tba Funjab and the atoppaga of 71 trams 
at one stroke by tba N. W. B., and expressed the view that the Government was 
Mug vindlotive to tba Punjab hccansa of tlie Transport Member's controversy with 
tha Pan jab Ministry. Tha War Tranaport Mamaer. replying to tba debate, placed 
before tha House further facts In support of nis sundtbat the Government's 
proposals ware wise, fair and reasonable. The iucrease of 156 million passengers last 
year, equivalent to 600 trainloads a day* ha said, could only be explained by iu- 
creasliig ability to spend and not by any corresponding increase in war activity, 
na possible inflationary effect was negligible, be said, while the deflationary effect 
of removing the money from circulation was obvious. If tbs contribution to the 
general revenues were cut, ha gave a solemn warning that the cut would have to be 
replaced by ocher taxations in the general budget. Sir Edward pointed out that out 
of the ten croras which the railwaye ware spending on cheap food for the staff, the 
amount spent on officers would not exceed three Iskhs. Ha also calculated that the 
total amount of benefit to railwayman under dearneee allowance, cheap food, etc., 
was about 19 ororei. He denied that there had been lack of food in Bengal due to 
ahortage of tranaport to that province. The Traneport Member replied that adequate 
arrangemente were now in exietenoe for tbit purpoee and for handling food. Refer- 
ring to the criticiem of the cutting down of 71 trains on the N. W. R., the 
Trsniport Member eaid coal shortage waa the eole reaaon for this regrettable 
itep. He announced, however, that eight of thoae tralne were being put 
back and would be in operation from to«morrow. The House then adjourned till 
wednciday. 

Btitxiiint on Mbs. Gavdbi*8 Dbatb Diballowjbd 

tSid. FEBRUARY In the AcaemHly, to-day, after queations, Dr. P. AT. Banner Jea, 
Jjeadcr of tlw Nationaliat Party, sought the Chair's permission to make a atstement, 
The Chair held that no afarem«‘nt could be made Thereafter, membere of the 
Nationaliet Party withdrew from the House. It was learnt in the lobby that Dr. 
Banneijee’a atatement was intended to refer to Mre, Gandhi'a death, The Coiigrese 
Fsiiy membere were not preeent when the Uouee met today. 

PosT-wAB Civil Aviatiob 

The Government of India’s plane for the development of post-war civil aviation 
in India were indicated by Sir Ourunath Bawoor, Secretary, Posta and Air, iu the 
courier of the debate on his bill to amend the Indian Aircraft Act. The post-war 
plan, he eaid, contemplated the eetabliahment of daily air servicea on the main 
trunk air routes, covering Indie north to south, and east to west with link routes 
connecting the trunk routee at auitable points, and with extensions to the capitals of 
adjacent countries. The services, said Sir 'Gurunsth, would be mixed pasBeDi>er. 
freight end mail services to ensure esfety, legulerity end reliability, to ensure that 
the sir service met the real needs of the country : to discourage the growth of 
mushroom orgenisations and wild-cat schemes and to prevent uneconomic competi- 
tion, involving waste of national energy and of national asseti. It waa with tliesc 
objects that the Government of India were now propoiing to take powers to make 
niies under the Bill for the regulation of air transport servicee. Bat Bahadur 
Shiva BaJ feared that the bill wee likely to be misunderstood by the people as iin 
attempt to check private enterprise in the matter of air development in India end 
be warned the Government against giving any such impression. He declared that 
if the Government were serious and wanted their scheme to succeed, they should 
take every step to manufecture aircraft in India and to provide civil employment 
for the thousands demobilised from the Indian air force after the war. The Bill 
was passed with an amendment, providing that roles framed under it shall be laid 
00 the table of the House fbr its consideration. 
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Mahaobmutt or Bahkiiio Oovobub 

OerUin nndeurable fefttures in tha atrnotura and nani^lKamaiil of tw il rfiig 
oompaniaa in India ware aoui^ht to ba remorad bj tha Oommeroa Mambar, 8lv Aaitiil 
HaquM^M Bill further to amend the Indian C3oinpaniea Aet, whieh waa paaaad aarlkv. 
Ona of the main provlsiont of tha Bill laid down that no banking company a^l, 
aftar tha expiry of two yaara from tha commeneepient of tha Bill, amploy or ba 
managed by a managing agent or any paraon whoae ramnnsration or part of whoaa 
ramunaratioa takea the form of commiMlon or a ahaia in tha profita of tha 
company or any peraon h««ving a contract with tha company for ita maaagamaat 
for a period exceeding 5ve yeara at any one time. In the couraa of diaonaalm of 
the clauaaa. Government accepted Mr, Jamnadai amendment to tha affect 

that any contract for management may ba renewed or aztandad for a farther period 
not exceeding five yeara at a time if and ao often aa the directora think fit, Baaidaa 
Mr. Mehta, others who took part in the debate on tha Bill were Mr. Huaadn Bhai 
Laiji, Mr. Nauman, li^ir Frederick Jainea, Sir Ziauddin Ahmed. The Aaaambly 
then adjourned. 

Voting on Railway Bddgbt Demands 

24th. FEBRUARY I'lie Honao commenced voting on Railway Budget to-day. 
It recorded its verdict againat the Government’a proposal regaraing the ineraaaa 
in railway fares, by carrying the cut motion of Hr. B. Daa (Oongraaa) that tha 
demand under the head * 'Appropriation to Reserve” be reduced by Rs. 10 erores. 
This amount of Ra. 10 crorea was expected to be got ao tha result of the proposed 
increase in fares. The motion was adopted by 51 votes agsinst 46. The Oongrass, 
Muslim League, the Nationalists, the unattached membera and some members of 
the lnde(>endciit Parly joined hf.nds to defeat tha Government. 

Moving that the demand iitider Lhe head "Appropriation to Reserve” be redneed 
by Rs. 10 erores, Mr. U. Das commented on the fact that the European Group 
was the only supporter of Government in this matter. He said that overcrowding 
which was mainly caused by military traffic would not be checked by the ineraaaa 
in faree. It might be that the Transport Member had provided a tew wagona lor 
the carriage of foodstuffs to the famine areas but that was not enough. Ha 
criticised the despatch of rolling stock from this country to Iraq, Iran and Other 
countries. The Finance Member, Hir Jeremy Raiman explained tha Government's 
poiut of view with regard to tbo references made to the relationship whieh the 
proposal to increase passenger faros bore to the inflationary situation. Broadly 
speaking, and putting it iu noii-technical language, ho would say inflation was the 
state of affairs in which the rupees going out of Goveroment’s nande exceeded tha 
rupees coming back to them. There could be no question, therefore, as to how tha 
increase in passenger fares would operate. Whatever lirought money back to the 
Government was aoti-inflatiouary. The Finance Member went on to explain that 
in the case of increase of freights, there was an inflationary effect which neutralised 
the deflationary effect. If Government were to increase freights, it would in the 
first instance be deflationary in its effnet but since the cost of additional transport 
would in certain commodities be passed on throughout the price structure, that 
would inflation and would iieutralibc the advantage which wo gained by additional 
income to Government. 

The Finance Member gave the warning that if nothing was done to deel with 
inflation, much greater hardships would be caused ; over-crowding, overcharging, 
all these things were insignificant compared witl' the untold misery which uncon- 
trolled inflation was capable of inflicting on the country. Mr. Jamnadas Mehta 
declared that if anyone had any doubt about the unwisdom and impropriety of 
raising passenger faree, it would have been removed by the Finance Member'a 
Bpeech. The Finance Member did not argue it at all on the basis of the cost of 
running railways. He quite frankly admitted that the increase in faree wee 
required uot because the transport service wanted it but because be needed it. It 
was thus a non-railway proposition, foisted on the rsilwty owing to exigenciee of 
general finance. It was the Finance Member, Mr. Mehta continued, w^ bed 
raie^ the etorm of inflation and now wanted to visit the eonsequenoea on the tax- 
payer. That was ^e long and short of it. Mr. Mehta asserted that no public 
ody favoured the incieaee. , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Hr. Abdul QaivuM (OonctM.) daelat^ that tb« liadikm fcow 

tterly out of data tha expanded Exaeattva Oonoeil waa ; if ^ Oowadl anald 
■aim to repraaent any oonatitnanpy it wna the matitmnay of tta j|loa« 

fa did not know how nny Indian, eran an Indinn in ^ axpa^ Knentifa 
if. oonld ba a party to the iniqaitona impoat. (a roiee : WiM Oap aowanltad f) 
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If they were not eoniulted thnt made the matter all the worae. Mr. Qaiyum called 

00 Government, if it bad any rei«pect for dbe wishes of the House and the wishes 
whioh were strongly expressed outside, to retrace its steps and ^ive up the increase. 

Sir. Edward Benthall, replying to the debate, remarked that it had taken the form 

01 another general discussion on the budget So far as the Government was concer- 
ned, It had endeavoured to base its case on reason (Voices : no, no. No reason). 

Government had given reasons for Increasing fares and he confess id that the 
Government had received little constructive criticism from the Opposition. Sir 
Edward wenit on to observe thnt if he was in charge only of the Railways, he 
eonid have agreed that all the surplua ahould be put in reaerves, but he wai a 
member of the Government and be must consider the finances of the Government 
M a whole, and so must the House. He asked the House to vote on merits and 
•amxnrt the measure, which was intended to achieve social benefit and provide a 
nanoo-building fund for the future (Mr. Mehta : Question). 

Concluding he expltined what the effect of the motion would be and said that 
the motion disapproved the transfer of ten crores to the reserve and if it was 
passed the sum would be left in. the railway surplus with the automstic result that 
it would be transferred to general revenues (Voices: l>on*t mislead us). If this 
cut motion went through, it wotill defeat the object of everyone ; it would deprive 
the third class passengers of the fund intended to improve amenities for them. 
(Cries : No, no. you are misrepresenting. Don't shed croco ile tears). He did not 
think that was the intention of the House (A voice : Wait and see.) The motion 
was pressed to a division and carried by 51 votes to 46 amid loud Opposition 
ohesrs. 

Mr. iT. C. Neogy wanted to move the Nationaliat Party’s cut motion to dis- 
cuss "the enhancement of railway fares”. He explained that the motion was 
intended to obtain a straight vote on the increase. The President held that as the 
matter bad already been (liscuascd, the motion was out of order. Pandit L, K. 
Miira moved the next cut motion to reduce the demand iitidcr the head Railway 
Board to Its. 1 to mark '‘refnaal of aiippllea”. After some discussion the motiou 
was rejected without division and the House adjourned. 

25th. FEBRUARY A cut motion by Mr. V. Af. )oM^ demanding that the 
compulsory dearness fund be extended to cover all railway employees, was passed 
1^ 43 votes to 42 to-day. An interesting situation arose over a cut motion by Sir 
Frederick James to discuss the y:eiieral financial position of the railways, with 
special reference to post-war development. When the motion was put to the vote, 
the European Group evidentlv did not desire a division, but members of the Gon- 
grets and Muslim T^eague and the Nationalist and Independent parties combined in 
pressing for it. When the House divided, the Kui-openn members abstained ; 17 
members of tbs Opposition parties voted for and 38 against it. The motion was 
rejected. Hir Frederick, moving the nit, said that in the post-war years, India’s 
railways would be faced with a dwindling income, increased working expenses, high 
cost of materials, a drive for the betterment of travelling conditions and the nm 
for a renewal of workshop plant, rolling stock and track. There would also arise 
the question of improvement of open lines and the development of new lines. If 
the war lasted for two more years, railvvuy rcv'ourccs at the end of that period 
which would be about Rs. loO croros, would uoi be enough. The railways would 
need greater assistance from irrneval revenues. The inadequacy of the railways to 
meet the present situation was h^rgoly due to the past |)Olicy of starving railway 
development. Railway rehnbili'nfion and rfconstructiou was an indispensable 
element in any programme for India’s agricultural and industrial development ; it 
would be uilwiBO to po8t|>one all investigaiion until after the war. Mr. Radhabhoy 
Subbaroyan, after pointing out that the vital queations at present in India were bow 
to live and how to secure political fretdom, otf’red si^cstions for the improvement 
of railway travel. Bhe said modifications should be made to provide more berths in 
upper class carriages and there should be more third class compartments. The 
use of free passes hy railway officers and their fHroilies should be severely restric- 
ted and pleasure Journeys aosoluudy forbiddeti. Bir Ziauddtn Ahamed questioned 
the propriety of financing post-war reconstrutdion programmes out of general 
levenuea : in every other denartmmt such schemes were to be financed by loane. 
Bir Frederick James, he eaia, had based hit figures on the assumption that the 
war would laat two more jeara : he calculated that it would laat for five. He 
thought the Rgurca quoted Sir Frederick were too low— they could be expected 
to be more in the neighhonriiood of Rs. 25U ororcs In two juun* Mr. Jamnadae 
Mihta eaid he eopported |be cat motion but for reoaooe difienni from thoee of 
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6ir Frederick Janci. He eonpleincd that efter 20 yeere of the eonveiitiOB to 
IndiiDiie the railweye, there were etill about 2CG0 foreigneie. He aleo objected 
to the etatntory proyiiion of 8*/o of poata in the imilwaya for AoKlo-Indiana. Sir 
Edward Benihall gave an outline of the programme of poat-war lecouatrueiioo 
under the heada, rehabilitation, loeomotiye manufacture, improvemente, ataff 
welfare, tra?el amenitiea and eonatruetion of new linea. He eatimated that the 
total eipenditnre under theae heada for aeven *yeara after the war would amount 
to Be. 319 erorea. They Would have to apend a large amount of money on repaira 
and renewala on account of the preaent heavy wear aind tear. 
Staff welfare aehemea, like houaing, etc., were likely to coat Ba. 43 erorea in aeven 
yeara. They had ^ana to oonatrnet 14,000 milea of new linea and if the whole 
aeheme waa worked out it would coat about Ra. 36 crocea. At the preaent rate, the 
whole of the depreciation funda would be exhauated by 1066, even on the aaaump- 
tion that they were able to obtain replaoementa and renewala at pre-war prioea. It 
waa therefore neceaaary to bnild up reaervea and depreciation funda. For theae 
reaaona, he naked the mover to withdraw the out. Sir Fradmck would not agree to 
withdraw hie out motion. 

The Honae rejected without a diviafon Rao Bahadur Shivraft out motion 
to diacuaa the *non-repreaentation of the scheduled caatea in the railway aervioea”. 

noth. FEBRUARY :~A diviaion today on Mr. Jamnadai Mehta't cut motion to 
diaenBo **the meagre dearneaa allowance to railway workera*' reaulied in a tie, 42 
voting on each aide. Ihe Prcaident gave hia caating vote in favour of the Noea and 
the motion waa rejected. Sir Edv*ard Benthall^ War Tranaport Member, replying 
on the debate aaid that in arriving at their i)olicy in regard to dearneaa allowance 
for railway workera. Government had to conaider :he viewa of other deparlmeiita 
aa well aa provincial Govern menta and could not take an independent line of 
action. Tha Oovernment waa conatantly reviewing thia intricate all-India problem. 
The dearneaa allowance aeheme bad coat the Oovernment Ra. 7 erorea and the 
cheap grain ahopa aeheme had coat Ra 10 erorea laat year. I'he combined relief 
afforded by thoae two aehemea amounted to 50% or 60% of the pay of the railway 
worker. The War Tranaport Member contend^ that railway workera would have 
auf'ered a great deal if Government had not opened grain ahopa. The effect of 
of thia action waa to atabiliie the principal itema of the poor railwayman 'a budget 
round about the pricea which ruled in Aug 1942, i.e., before the big riae in pricea 
took place. The War Tranaport Member informed Mr Fraiuc Autbony that 
Government were trying to inaugurate **coat price eanteena” to help the kind of 
employeea— workera getting from Ra. 250 to Ra. 300- to whom Mr Authony had 
referrra in hie av)eech. and maintained that the benefits which would accrue aa a 
result of the extension of the aeheme of the cheap grain shops and atabiliaation 
of the cost of living on the Aug.. 1942 level would be real. Even Mr Jamnadaa 
Mehta had agreed that the cost of living waa now showing signs of being stabilized. 
Any increase was, therefore, less justifira now than before. Government considered 
^at what they had done to meet the needs of *'a very deserving aerviee" had 
been fair. 

When the guillotine was applied at 5 p. m. and the first demand under 
^'Railway Board** was taken vm, Mr. Abdul Qaiyum asked the War TranB)>ort 
Member to state whether the Government still iwraisted in increasing the passen- 
ger fares by 25%. He wanted a reply becatiae on it would depend the altitude 
of the Opj xwitioo parties to the demands. 

Sir Benihall : 1 do not think 1 am called upon to give an answer. 

Sir Yamin Khan made a renewed plea to the War Tranaport Member 
to reply. 

Sir Edward repeated that he was not in a position to give a reply. 

The voting on the firat demand resulted in a tie with 43 on either aide. 

The CAotr, following the principle of maintaining the atatus quo, anoonneed 
by mistake that he gave his vote to the Noea. This was received with loud 
by the Opposition, but the President later corrected himself and said hia 
▼ote waa with the Ayea, and the demand was carried. Tho other demands were 
•U carried without a division. 

The Assembly next carried by 44 votes to 42 the Muslim League Party's cut 
censure the Government’s policy of gianting exienaiona to super 

The Snmment alao suffered another defeat by 47 votes to 40 on another 

motion aiovcd a member of the Muslim League Party to dfacnaa the 
ol e nuute of traina,^ 
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FEBRUART The AMcmbly ptned today fappleneator; 
denaDds fox 1043-44 totaling over Bs. 25 crorcs. The demand of Ra. Af, 
appropriation to the depreciation fund raised a brief debate. 

Ban oh Kisar Confseercb 

The Aslembly by 43 rotes to 42 reiected Dr. Oovinda DeshmukliB adjonrn* 
mint motion to diftcubs the Madras Ooremmeut’s order preventing travelling on 
the M and 8. M. By, to Beswada to attend the All-India Kisan Conference. Dr* 
Deshmukh said this was another instance of the mifuae of the DI Rules. The con- 
ference was being convened to consider tbe food problem and to further the **Grow 
More Food'* campaign. Therefore the conference wae actually furthering the war 
eflort. He referred to the difficulties in enforcing such an order and said that apart 
from the morlts of the conference itself, the order cmtailrd the civil liberty of 
dtiuns to proceed to Beswada if they wanted to. Home Member, bir Heginaid 
MaxumlU dealing first with the legal argument maintained that rruvincial as wf il 
as Central Governments were given tbe TOwer to nquitc that ceitain persons si nil 
not be carried on railways. Provincial Governments were given that power for tie 
Kasons that a situation might arise in which they might have information to show 
that a large number of people proposed to use tbe railways in order to travel to a 
place to form an unlawful assimbly or to a place which was an infected area. 
That was his answer to the question how a Provincial Government could pass an 
order in a matter affecting a Central subject. As for tbe contention that the object 
of the kisan conference was a proper one and to interfere with the holding of it 
was a misuse of power, the Home Member said that in the first place he would 
not admit that the order in question, if paesed, would interfere with the proposed 
conference. He himself did uot know whether that conference would be allowed 
by the Madras Government. Tbe Home Member went on to give cer- 
tain information which, he said, be bad in his pOBsesaioo regarding local conditions 
and which he thought might have iuftueuced the Madrss Goverumeut's action. The 
House ^en adjourned. 

Financial Statement for 1944-45 

29tb. FEBRUARY :»Introducing the Goverment of India Budget for 1944-45 
in the Assembly today, (be l^'inance Member, Sir Jeremy i^aiaman, dis- 
closed a revenue deficit of Hs- 92.43 croiea for the current year and a prospective 
deficit of Us. 7B.21 crorcs next year on tbe baaiB of existing taxation. The Finance 
Member then aiinoiiuced bis proposals for new taxation. These were:— 

Three new Excise duties to ))c levied namely, on tea, coffee, and betelnut at 2 
as. s lb. 

Under income-tax, relief is proposed to he given to persons whose incomes 
• are below Us. 2,ai0 by raising the taxable minimum from Rs. 1,5C0 to Rs. 2,CJ00. 

There will be iiu char. ^c in existing incidence on incomes up to Rs. 10,000, 
but on the slab from Ub. lU.OlHJ to Ks. tbe Central surcharge is to be in- 

creased bv two pies from 10 to 18 pics over the basic rate of 24 pies ; and on the 
balance above Ks. ir),U00 tbe surehiuge will be increased by four pics from ^ to 
24 pies over tbe basic rate of 30 pics. This latter rate will apply to companies 
and in every case where the Iha is to be charged at the maximum rate. 

The existing tmcrgcncy surcharge of 20% on Customs duties will continue for 
another year. In the case of tobacco and spirits the surcharge will be increased 
from 1/5 to 1/2* 

The tobacco excise to be increased to \ield Rb. 10 creres of additional revenue. 

Under the pioposalB for coropulaory deposits is a piovision for a pay-as-you- 
eatu scheme unacr which an aseeBBee hae the option to pay income-tax in advance 
Quarterly, such advance paymeiitB carrying 2% IniercBt. 

A system of death duties on uou-agricultural property to . strengthen Provin- 
cial finances after the war. . ^ 

Under super-tax there will be an increase of half-an-anna in tbe Central 
snrobarge of slabs between Rs. 3.\C00 and Us. 2 lakhs. 

The Corporation tax will be increastd by one anna to three annas, but a 
rebate of one anna in the rupee will be given on so much of a eompany’a total 
inoome aa is not distributed in dividends other than dividends payable at a fixed 

Aa T'gaid EFT, while there i* no change in the present rate of e6|% £PT 
BOi in tbe proportion of tbe tax to be refiindcd, tbe compnlsory dmit of 1/5 of 
the Ux preacribed in tbe Ordinance of 1943 will be inercased bi the tax. 

Tbie it aesigned to immobilise at deposits the whole of txceaa profits remainiag 
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mfter EFr hM been psid thereon Mid income-tex end euper-Us peid on the belenee. 
Tide comrvKiory deposit hee no been hitherto peyeble in eonnesioti with the pro- 
viftinnal EIT eseeeemcnt, but bereefter et the time of prorisionel eecceement e 
eomiualsory defioeit of 10/G4 of the tex provlsionelly eseeeeed will heee to be peid. 

A provision to be mede for life insurenee buelnese by which the 

conIdiiM! !nte of iucoine-ti.x mid euper-tax is limited to 63 piee in the rupee. 
Thie will heve retmiieetive effect from the yeer 1043-44. 

Ihe totel estimeted revenue from the new proposele will reduce the proe- 
peetive revenue deficit from Re. 78.21 croree to Re. 54.71 croree. 

The eelieut feeturec of the CudK:et ere : The Finenciel Settlement etends. 
The setting up of the South East Aeie Commend does not of itself either edd to 
or dimini^ Indie’s liebillty for Defence ex)>enditurf. The scverel enii-iiifietioiiery 
meesnres edpoted by Government in 1943-44 ere contributing in various we>s 
end degrees to the desired result. Government’s loan programmes heve had e 
striking success, totel borrowing (including sain of counterperts) amounting to 
Rh. 547 croree since the beninning of the wer of which mure than half has been 
reifecd during the last 12 months. KsLimates for 1944-4J V'l^ovide increased graute 
for acientific and induatrial research. A Dollar Fund is to be built up, to be 
available for post-war development. 

The aetnal deficit for 1^2-43 is Rs, 112.17 crores as against Rs. 94.66 orures 
anticipated in the reviced estimatee for that year. 

The revised estimates of revenue for 1943-44 sre expected to smount to 
Rs. 254.50 crores, an improvement of Rs. 35.50 crores over tlie Budget estimates. 
There la a net increase of Rs. 87.34 crores under ex)>enditure charged to Revenue, 
taking Defence and Civil Expenditure into account. The curreut financial year 
is thus expected. to close with a revenue deficit of Rs. 92.43 crores. 

Taxes on income, as a result of the measures sdpoted to speed up sssess- 
ments, are expected to yield Rs. 138 crores against Rs. 102 crores envisaged in the 
Budget EFT is likely Ja yield Rs. 62.25 crores ss compared with the forecaat 
of Be. 40 eroree. This amount excludes some issued lest summer, which for ac- 
oonntingjmfposea are treated as deposits pending regular aasessments. The share 
of the Fiovinees from the divisible pool of locome-tax will amount to Rs. 19.50 
oroie^ Be.*7A0 biores above the Budget eetimates. 

llie levieed estimatee of Defence expenditure for 1943-44, amount to 
Rs. 262.64 ofovee under Revenue and Rs. 38.30 crores under Ospiul. The details 


Bevwiue pertion (Crores of Rs.) 

(1) Buie normal budget ... 36.77 

42) Eflbet of riu in pricea ... 13.01 

(3) Indla’t wnr meaaureo ... 204.53 

(4) Non-Mbetive ebaigea ... 8.33 

Total ... 262.64 




Capital portion 
Air Force— Airfielda 

Qapltid Outlay on Induatrial Expaneion... 
Bcoiproeal Aid— Airfields 
New Oonetrnotion for BIN 
Oqiltol Outlay on Tde-oommunieationa 

Beheme ... 


14.67 

6.00 

10.85 

2.58 

4.20 


lutal ... 88A0 


The ineiiSM of Be. 774)2 erorea in item (3> of the Revenue portion la one 
mainly to the rise in the priu levele of etorw and to the grant of improved ioales of 
rationa to Indian iroo|» from July 1. 1043, ai well as to the inelntion of a 
portion of the reenrring expandilnn on the air forcu provisionally placed under 
suspense last year : also to increases In the strength of forces in India and to 
increased supply and senrieu rendered by India to the UBA on Beelproeal Aid 

The setting np of the new South Eut Aaia Command, stated the Finuce 
Member, did not itself either add to or diminish India’s liability for Defonee axpen- 
diture. While this did not mean uy alukeniog of the eonntry’a war cffhrli 
"the Government of India have mada it etar,” ha obaerfed, *Hhat no fnitiMr 
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•obttMiilAi inomM in tba Oferall quantnin of war dcnanda on Indiana reaonroaa 
nan be met vitbont gra^e ridi of an 'economic colla|tae and ibnt an early ligbtcning 
of hei; preeent bnrden by the releaee» for vital civil needa, of certain typee of 
enppliea and prodnctive capacity at preeent appropriated for war pnrpoeea, ia 
eaeentlal in order to counteract the nnbealiby tendenciee now manifeating tbem- 
aelvea.'* 

Land forcea reached daring the year approximately the etrength held to be 
neoeaaary and enfficient for local defence pnrpoaea. Bhonld the atrength of troope 
in India at apy time exceed thia limit, the coat of each exccoa would not fall on 
thia coantiy. Forther improvemente in the conditiona of aervice of effieera and 
other ranka of the Indian Army have been introdneted or are in contemplation. 
A larger amount of money ia now being apent on the welfare and well-being of 
the aervioea than in any previoua period, and at the aame time^ a good deal of the 
attention ia being paid to the protection of the intereata and well-being of the 
men’a famillea. 

The programme of new cooatruction of abipa for the BIN ia now well 
advanced and a conaiderabld fleet of war veaaela ia now in commiaaion. Unite of 
the BIN have operated In Britiah watera and participated in varioua operationa in 
the Mediterranean including the invaaion of Sicily. 

Satiafactory prc«reaa haa been made In implementing the Ten-Squardron plan 
of the lAF. To back thia Air Force atepa have been taxen to develop a main- 
tenance organisation. Some other meaaurea of expanaion have alao been undertaken 
including the Indianisatiun of the Balloon Squadron of the Air Forcea in India 
and the inauguration of the Indian Air Training Oorpa. 

The allocation of Defence expmditure between India and the UK eontinuea 
to be governed by the terma and principlea of the Financial Settlement and deve- 
lopmenta in the war aituation and the eatabliahment of the South Eaat Aaia Oom- 
mand have not rendered it neceaaapr to depart from these principles. In accordance 
with thoae principlea India's Itabilitv for the coat of forces serving within her 
geographical frontiers is subject to the condition that such forces are both neceaaary 
ana available for local defence purposes. The strengths of forces for such purposes 
at any time are subject to maximum limits, which are indicated by the Defence 
authorities from time to time. 

*'While the Defence estimates exclude the cost of forcea serving in India in 
excess of ceiling strengths. India also bears no financial liability for other units 
or formations employed in India on duties unconnected with her local defence 'Or 
for meaaurea such as thoae reiating to the expansion of administrative and main- 
tenance organisations, the acquisition and holding <»f additional stocks and the 
improvement of Internal transportation and port facilities, which are incidental to 
the setting up of the South East Aaia Command or to the ntilisation of India as 
a base for largesoale oflensive operations againat Japan.*’ 

Civil expenditure In the revised estimates for 1943-44 shows an increase from 
Ba» 76.78 crores (budget) to Re. ororee. An excees of Be. 2 croree ie accoun- 
ted for under financial assistance to evacuees and families in India of Britiah sub- 
jects detained in enemy-occupied territories. Assistance to the extent of Be. 2 
crorsa has been given to Provinces and Stales in furtherance of the *'Qrow More 
Food’* campaign. Central assietance to Bengal for famine mlief up to Bo. 3 crores 
*iM also bedn provided for. 

'Jhe queatton whether the somewhat uneven effects of the impact of war on 
provincial share of the Income-tax pool was examined but it has been decided that 
the eltaation does not call for any modification at present. 

A sohem for the further liberalisation of dearness allowances Is under con- 
sideration. efn the present basis Rs. 24 crores has been provided for dearness 
allowances to Central Government servants, other than those paid from the Rail- 
ways and the Defence Estimates. Frovision of supplies for them at eonceseional 
rates will. entail an expenditure of Be. 41 iakha. 

The value of orders placed by the Bunply Department rose from Be. 184 
crores in 1941*42 to Rs. 256 crores in 19^49 and amounted to Be. 129 exoRS tn 
the first nine months iff 1943^. 

Total revenue estimates for 1944-45 amount to Bo. 284J97 crores as compared 
witb.Rs. 254.50 crores in the revised estimates for the enrrent year. Antidpaling 
more; ahipidng space for imports, ’Cnstoms* revenue is placed at Be. 27 crorsa as 
against Bo. 25.94 eroreo in the enrrent year. An improvement of Be. IX eronsi 
ia also expected under Central Excieeo. Be. lOi crores ia expected to he colleeted 
under ’’tobaooo’* as ajpdnat Be* 9 croree in the current year. Corpoiation Thx and 
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income-taz nt expected to bring in Ba. 174 eroiee, ineludiog Be. 78 eroree from 
EFT. The ehare of the dWieible pool arailable to the Frovinoee U placed at the 
high figure of Be. 23.00 eroree. Poete and Tdegraphe eiirplae io eetimated to be 
Ke. 11.51 eroree. 

The Budget eetimatee of Defence ezpenditate for 19*14-45, amount to Be. 27661 
eroree and Re. 24.G0 eroree under the Beretiue and Capital heede respectively, 


the relevant detaile being 

Revenue portion 

(1) Baeio normal budget « 

(2) Efiect of rise in prices 

(3) India’s war measures 

(4) Kon-effective charges 


(Crores of Re.) 
... 36.77 
... 15.05 
... 215.58 
... 0.21 

Total ... 27661 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 


Capital portion 

Air Force— Airfields ... 10.00 

Capital Outlay on Industrial expansion 2.00 
Reciprocal Aid—Airfiolda ... 5.20 

New construction for the BIN ... 1.60 

Capital Outlay on Telecommunica- 
tions Scheme ... 5.80 


Totol ... 24.60 

The decrease of Rs. 13.70 crores under Capital portion as compared with t’le 
Revised Kstimate for lOi 1-44, is due to the completion of the bulk of airfields and 
a reduction in the capital expenditure on expansion of factories and dairies. The 
tele-communications scheme is cxfiected to be comfdctrd next year. 

The Finance Member stated that, after preliminary discuasions, it was agreed 
that the talks relating to the possibility of India’s entering into a direct Mutual 
Aid Agreement with the USA should be suspended tn view of the diificulty of 
determining India’s post-war |x>licy in certain respects at this s>sge. The Govern- 
ment of India, however, he said, had accepted the principle underlying mutual 
oid and continued to receive Lend-Lease goods and services from the USA and 
grant reciprocal aid In return. 

The estimated cost of reciprocsl aid to be sfiorded to the USA on present 
information during 194.3-44 and 1944-45 is about Rs. ^6 crores and Ra. 43 crores 
res|)ectively. The total cost of such aid nt) to the end of 1942-43 was Rs. 12} 
crores. The estimated progressive total up to the end of 1041 -45 is a little more 
than Rs. 31 crores. 

It is not possible at present to say what the total financial benefits that 
India will receive as a result of Ijcnd-Lcase Hiippiies from the USA during tl;e 
same- period vill amount to, because the allocati mi of I/end -Lease goods and 
services received in India between the Government of India and UMG has not yet 
been determined. The total value of Jjend-Iieaee up to the end of 1944-4.5 is 
estimated to be Re. .350 crores. It is ressonsble to assume, the Finance Member 
said, *that India’s share in ihcso benefits will not be lees tbsn one- third.” 

Civil expenditure shows an increase of Rs. 24 crores as compared with the 
currei.t year, or an increase of Rs. OJ crores if the reduction of ai>ont He. 4 crores 
in the amounts transferred to War Risks Iiisuraiice Funds, consequent on the 
nductlon in the rate of premium, is trikeii into con«idpratioii. It accrues mainly 
iin«ier the head ’inter* st” where the liability increases with increased borroiritigs 
^nd the success attending the savings campaigns. A contribution up to lU. IJ 
crores towards Bengars expenditure on famine relief increases the exi)enditnr6 
estimates. In connexion with industrial research provision has been made for a 
grant of Rs. 10 lakhs for the construction and equipment of glass and fuel 
research laboratories and for general plsniiing for Other institutions. The Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research has been asked t j draw up plans for a S'*lieme 
of co-ordinated research, through a chaio of research stations on the ss«'un)ptioti 
that Rs. 1 crore, spread over a period of 3 or 4 years after the war, will ba forth, 
coming towards copital expenditure. The institutions in cootemplalion, besides 
the two mentioned above, are a National Phyaical Laboratory, a National Chemical 
I^iboratory. and a National Metallurgical Laboratory. *’Tbie step”, said the 
Finance Member, ’’will be regarded ae a practical expression of Government’s 
resolve to foster the development of Indian industry ” 
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TIm floM potitlQii for the eominc Vior om bo ■nmmoriiod m lollowi 

( ia eiom of Bi. ) 

OiTll Srtimtei ^ 86.57 

Defeoce Eftimotes 276.61 

' Total Expenditure estimolei ... 363.18 

Total rercone at exUtiDg 
lerel of taxatioD ... 284.97 


ProapepUve drScit ... 78.21 

Sir Jeremy Baiaman aaid : *ThU ia the 6th war budget which it ia my duty 
to preaeot to the Uouae. and I do ao at a time when the growing aacendancy of ilia 
tJnited Nationa over their enemies haa created in ua all the fiilleat eonhdenee in a 
Tietoriona outcome, though the precise time and manner of that victory are at ill 
hidden from ua. We can now look back and anrvey the grim viciaaitudea through 
which we have passed. In India the last 18 months has been a period of eco- 
Domie storms. 

*The rapid advance which brought the Japanese to the eastern threshold of 
India bad produced a widespread feeling of uncertainty, at the same time aa it 
called lor the most active measures to meet the threat. The execution of those 
meaaurea neoeasitated very heavy expenditure and a vast and rapid diversion of 
resources from civilian to war consumption. At that critical moment there was an 
outburst of internal disturbancea which aggravated the loss of conddence and the 
economic instability. Natural calamities— cyclone. 6ood and peat— also played thr ir 
part in destruction and dialocati wi. Soon hoarding, speculation and profiiecring 
manifested themselvea in every form and on a scale to cope with which the ad- 
ministrative machine wae but poorly catiipped. 

"There was a time when it seemed that there could be no check to the ravages 
of these pernicious forces and that salutary measurea of control could never over* 
take them. At that moment the economic perils which beset the country were aa 

5 rave as the military threat, and if they have now receded somewhat, the aftermath 
as been a measure of human sufTcring which will stand out even in the record of 
this devastating war. 

"Many of the problems with which we have had to grapple are still with ua, 
if not in so acute and iiitraetahle a form. There is still cause for anxiety and 
need lor constant vigilance. But he would be a pesaimihi indeed who denied that 
in many respects the economic situation has greatly improved, and that a gratifying 
degree of stability has been achieved and maintained in recent monthH. Tlie resolute 
measures of a two-fold character launched by the Government, in the roonetniy 
held and in the sphere of control of commoditieB, have had a distinctly aalutaiy 
effect on price tendencies. 

** There has also been a marked psychological reaction, a growth of confidence 
th the determination and the ability of the Government to enforce its policy of 
control and to overcome the resistance of sectional interests which, in this country 
as elsewhere, place their own advantage above the common good. In spite of the 
limitations of our administrative machinery, the vast territories and multitudes with 
which we have to deal, and the constant opposition of those who ho)>ed that we 
would fail, we have made definite and welcome progress towards our broad eco- 
nomic objectives. At times, when solemn warnings had failed to check unhealthy 
practices and tendencies we have taken very drastic action and have been en- 
couraged to find it endorsed by the meeB of public opinion. We cannot, of course, 
emulate the^resnlts achieved in much more highly orgauized aud closely integrated 
countries who can employ large qualified staffs to operate their controls and can 
count on the intelligent co-operation of a highly educated public. We can only 
claim that our efforts ehould be judged in the light of the experience of other coun- 
tries similarly situated and at a comparable stage of development, who have, 
like ua, been exposed to the turbulent forces released by the alternating sod 
unpredictable fortunes of wer,*’ 

Deeling with the Weye and Means position, the Finance Member emphasized 
the need for greater efforts to **ssTa and lend** in order to avoid the dangers of 
war-time inflation, ^‘Qoode and aervicea axe mobilized for the common end by a 
vast outpouring of OoTcmment money,*’ be said, **and unless this Is systematleally 
leabsorbM on aa adequate aeele, it exerctees an ever-increasing pressure on the 
reduced supplies available for civilian consumption. We have all l^me conscious 
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^ 4Mgm of infltlioii. on owmwmm wiioh has basa haighlaBod hj tha aariaa of 
aiott»iaflatioiiarf maasara which Gofaramant themaelaas hava laaoehad oad which 
aia in operation today contribatinw in Tariona ways and d ag ta e a lo dailiad 
ratult.’ He amphaaiaed tha euprania inportaaea of more and aaoia borrowing for 
tha aeoQomto health of tha ooantry. 

naaks to soatainad propaganda, apeeial afTorts thronghout tha eonntry and 
tha fa?ourabla tarn in the prograaa of tha war, it was poasibla to alteaot in tha 
current year a sum nearly three times as large as tha total of tha preeiona year* 
Siibacrlptiona to Defence Loan from Jan 31. 1943 to Feb 1 1944 amounted to the 
record figure of Rs. 115 crores. 1'here was nonsiderabla demand for counterpart 
loans, the toul amount iiireated from Fab. 1, 1943 to Jan Bl. 1944 being Ha 9^ 
crons. The total inTeatmeiits doling the last 13 months amounted to Rs 2^ aroies 
as compared with Rs 93 crores in the corresponding period of the last year and an 
aggregate of Rs 547 crores since the beginning of the war. As regards Prise Bonds, 
complete figures relating to the progrees of their esle, which is spread all orer the 
country, ere not yet available. There baa been a welcome improvement in email 
inveatments. Whereaa in 1941-42 and 1942-43, the tranaactiona in all forme of small 
SAvinga resulted in net withdrawals by the poblio toUlIiDg Ke 14 crores and Rs 34 
crores respetstively, they are now yielding net deposits at the rate of over Rs 24 crores 
a month and still show a marked upward trend. 

The Finance Member announced that a scheme hid been evolved for enoourag* 
ing small saving by the employment of authorised agents on a commiasion bans 
whose function will be to assist investment from villages. In concluding his 
remarks on the Savings campaigns, he observed that **while we may take comfort 
from the encouraging response to the efforts which were continued throughout the 

J resr to attract support to public loans, it must be recognised that we have still a 
ong way to go to achieve our purpose. The aim of our borrowing ia not merely to 
meet our budgetary deficits but also to bridge the inflation ary. gap and there is no 
reason why if the necessary concomitant steps are taken, we ahould not attain thia 
target.” Referring to the anti-inflationary measurea adopted by Government, he 
stated, in respect of enforcing phyaical coiitrola, that ”it is the Government'a firm 
intention to .take all possible steps to increase the effectiveness of the measure they 
have already adopted and to estend control in such further direotiona as the 
situation may from time to time demand.” 

Dealing with the suggestioo made in certain quarters that the rate of interest 
should be raised in order to attract more subsoriptiona to the Defence Loans, the 
Finance Member said : *Tbe Government are convinced that an enhancement of the 
rates of interest would be iiifructuous and is fraught with the risk of heavily 
mortgaging the future development of the country, apart from its immediate ilf- 
effecta on the balance sheets of institutional investors who have for the last four 
years steadily supported the securities market.” *'Nor.” he continued, "can 1 see any 
advantage in the proposal that any otkei Allied Government ahould enter the field 
aa a direct borrower, aubatituting its credit for that of the Indian Government.” 

Referring to the gold salea which the Reserve Bank baa been conducting for 
the last aiz montba, he aaid : ^Theae salea afford an age-long alternative to thoae 
who do not, for one reason or another, with to invest in Government securities, 
notwithitanding the advantages of the latter over investment in gold.” The gold 
has been provided by H MO and theU.B. Government from their own reaourcea and 
the sales proceeds have been ustd by them towards their war ezpenditure in India. 
This, he sdded, has materially supplemeoted other aoti-inflationary measures. 

The sterling bolding of the Reserve Bsok, as on March 31 1944, is ezp^ted to 
be about Rs. 950 crores. The total amount of sterling obligations of the Govern- 
ment of India ao far redeemed amount to about £350 millions, the amonot till 
outstanding being £114 millions. ^ ^ 

Discussions are still taking place in regard to the British, the IJ. e. and other 
plans for international monetary regulation In the post-war period. The dMcusaums 
are still at a technical level without implying any commitments on the part of the 
Qovernmenta* repreaentativea. After an opportunity has been afforded for meeuemn 
in the Legislature, the Government of India will be in a position to formulalo 
tbsiT views. India will be represented at any Conference of United Rations whieb 
may be convened for this purpose. The Ftoance Member said : ' It is P*tfi*^wat 
one of the problems thst will confront the world in tbs post-war period wilt be ths 
orderly liquidstion of hslsnces scqpircd by various eountrlss during tM wsr end 
in eonsidering whether Indie should lend her support to any schms that may be 
pat forward for international monetary regulation, one of the major oohsfderauoas 
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will oatunlly be the extent to which inch n eeheine cmibU in vto\ iding n eolutios 
for of this ihefceter.*’ 

For mishit rlie extremely low Btenderd of Hniifr pUiis for reeonB tract ton nnd 
development, includini; n forward policy of ii:du8lrtnliz»iioii. ure beiitf; hid. The 
enrly imtdementfktiun of tbfce plnne will be dependint to no BDiiill extent ot: txter- 
uel fineneo. This mtpect of the problem wee diectiBHed with HMG in coiitiexioo 
with liidia*ii ecccptfince of the extrneion of rrcirrocal old to rew matf rinlH end 
footUtiiffe. In ^thiB connexion, the Finance hlrmbir nfiiouj.ctd that MMO have 
agreed, **aH an inteizral part of the reciprocal aid arrairgenient to eet a$ide each 
year from now onwarda a part of the dollars accruing; from India’s exiHtris to the 
USA. apr^rt from and in addition to cur current dollar requirements vihich are met 
from thr Empire dollar pool.*’ Such dollar accretiona will he available for post- 
war development. 

**'l his is vorhaps the most suitahte stage for me to' say a few words on the 
dnanctal aspect of tioat-war planning. 1 have been dealing with magnitudes larger 
ill the |)irst.ei*tiv4> of Indisii fiiiance, and this in itself seem" to prtAide a bridge 
between the limitations of the t^ast lind the larger future. Indian public opinion, 
til striving to oiiiline that future, ia also thiiiking in figures of an order which 
would have frigl ioiie<l iii> o drr generation. me ssv at once that 1 fully recog- 
nize that if any eiTeciive divelopinent it to take place, large amounts are bound to 
be invnlvcd, hut this is 'qiitdly true of war. But lerbaps the closest resemblance 
between war*fin»nce and reconatniction finance is this : They both involve, snd 
necessarily involve, a.continunuiily high level of taxation, as well as of borrowing, 
if the objectiva is to he attained. 

’’It ia true that if the investment is wisely carried out, we may expect from 
dcvclohmciit cxi.tcnditure both an increase in the real income of society and 
an increase in the taxable capacity of the country, but we cannot 
overlook the fact that some forma of investment will never be able 
to pay for theniaelves in tbe literal sense of being financially Rclf-siipt>orting. 
'J'bis is obviously true of two forms of effort which must inevitably bulk largo ; 
public lienUh expenditure and ex)>eiiditure on education. In tbe phase of expan- 
sion, very heavy capital outlay will be involved, and once the desired level has 
been reached, there will be a heavy recurrent charge, a large proportion of which 
will inevitably fall upon the general budget of the Centre ana the provinces. It 
is indtspiitabfe that the nation will greatly benefit by such capital and recurrent 
expenditure ; but it is equally beyond doubt that the annual recurrent cost cannot 
be met out of taxatioii levied from the direct beueficiariee themaelves. A heavy 
residual budgetary charge will remain. 

’That brings me to another point. We may hope and legitimatel:f hope, that 
the proviaiou of capital equipment from overaeas will be powerfully assisted by our 
posHcasion of large sterling balancea. We must not, however, ignore the difficulties 
which are likely to arise in at least the first post-war deesde. from compeiinu claims 
for capital equipment and from tranafer dlfiSculties associated with the balance-of- 
payments position of the UK. Again to utilize the whole of these balances and at 
the same time the whole increment of foreign funds accruing from current eximrts, 
would leave India with a wholly fiduciary currency. A uote-iasiie with nothing 
behind it except tbe authority of tbe Governmeut ia exposed to all the winds that 
blow, and tome of them might be very adverse. Indeed a failure of the monsoon 
or a world-dcpresaiou or a renewed threat of war might easily lead to a fiight from 
tbe currency or to a demand for foreign exchange which it would be very ‘ difficult 
to satiafy. Soma external reservet seem to me to be absoliitely indispensable, and 
therefore it ia unrealtatio to assume that foreign balances, actual or prospective, 
could in any circnmstancea be fully available for recor at ruction finance. 

”I have no with to enter into controversy regarding certain aapecta of the 

S ian W'bkh a number of prominent buainessmfn have recently put out In tbe 
psire to fociia disciiaeion and to provide a nucleus for constructive thinking. I am, 
however, bound to coufepa to a feeling of misgiving regarding the extent to which 
t)>e financing of post-war development could l aaid on ’created money*. I realize 
fully that an expansion of thO currency in peacetimct during a period of rapid 
intensification of production, ia a different thing from an expansion accompanying 
the enforced scarcities of war-time. Bnt the difference between tbe initial effects 
may well be much leas than baa been auggested. In so far as devdopmeot projects 
are concerned with capital investment, time-gap will necessarily intervene between 
initial inveatment and final completion, during which time no addition to the 
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BAtioBal ioeome in ml tnniii will tain pltee to offiwi the ihflationtsj effect, end 
bf the end of tbet time prioec will elmdj ItaTe licen, 

'*Ag«tn, if developnfiii praiecte eueli ee cdueeiion nod public hetlth trc to 
be finenccd in tbic wnr, the effect will be etill more merked, for ellhouph improved 
healtli end bi|j;her itandarde ot edUceilon eie Importent elements of netioual well- 
being, their induence on netionel production end on netional income is of e more 
remote end indirect neture, whilst the influenee on money incomes end on demsnd 
Greeted es e result of infletion. will be diieet I must sey in justice to the euihors 
of this oroposel thet they ere ewere of the dengeri inrolved end propose to counter 
these effects by drestic oversell cpntrols imposed by e strong Central Covernmrnt. 

*'Tbis would mean tbet the public which hea perforce to submit to control iu 
wov-time when the feet of shorte^ wes hieecepable, should eccept the continiieiiee 
of controls prolonged over e. fer longer period after peace Feturns, 1 em 
far from suggesting that the results to be eehievw would not Justify 
this degree of sscTinee. But could so comprehensive end drastic a control 
bs effectively edmiaietcred in the condittoos Of this country, with the 
iiiternsl iufletioirery pressure rising rapidly with each succeeding year 7 It would 
surely not be wise to force the pace of post-war deitelopment at the cost of im- 
posing such severe limits on the standard of living during the development period* 
at the coat of farther accentuating the diaparitiOs of wealth wntch inflation 
inevitably eutsils, or at the risk of a financial and economic ooHapse before the 
the objeutive itself could be reached. 

*lt is my firm conviction that the first prerequisite of reconstruction finance 
is a sound fiimiicisl position, both at the Centre and by the provinces, secured by 
the fullest development of their respective taxation resources. This may perhaps 
sound pedeBtri»;ii, but in the light of our experience of war-time finance there is no 
reason, ^iveu the will to find money for peace on the scale on which it has been 
fottiid tor nsr, why rcAOurees should not be forthcoming to an extent which could 
not possiiily have kiecii envisaged in pre-war days. 

provinces have already started exploiting their revenue sources and 
building up reronstruction funds, as a result of which they will embark on the 
post* war period with an improved revenue position and a useful cash halsnoe. This 
is a ^lopefiu srart, ( hough there is still considerable scope for extension. But the 
mi.goitudf Oi the )iribi in is sc great that the provincts will undoubtedly need all 
ihe Himn'Msl nssistntire that the Centre may be in a position to give. 1 have recently 
brought, under review the post-war budgetary position of the Central Government 
ill h(i far ha !..<? uihiij uncertainties inherent in the conditions of the present and 
the future permit. ^ 

**Tlie review indicates that, on the assumptions of a reasonably speedy rate of 
deniobilizstion after the conclusion of liti.i iiH. the maintenance by concerted 
international «flurt of full p>roduciioii and employment, and a doterminotion on the 
(>art of the Governmeut of ihr dsy to utilize to the full the tsxablc surpluses would 
emerge rising in the fourth or filth year to the order of Rs. lU) crores per annum. 
With slhou*. borrowing contimud in sccoidsnce with the technique developed 
during the w:ir, it is by no men s faiitsstic to visualize total resources f(<r the 
purposes of vu'Oiit<truciion during the first iffective quinquennium approximating to 
the lA'J croris level, itiid tiiis exclndca any estimate of direct private invest- 
ment. Beyond that 1 would prefer at ibis moment not to attempt to dip into the 
future although it would be reasonable to assume that estimates for the subsequent 
five-year periods could be rclattd to the actual results of tiie first quinquenniuiu in 
a sort of geometric progression. 

'The immediate task of investigation and planning is already well in band* 
and some of the ofiicial reports and data wbtcli are now under the consideration of 
Governmeut will shortly be released for Ute information of ihe t)ublic. These con- 
stitute the fseential raw materials of any praetivshle plan of development, but 
equally important is the preparation of a sure foundation of sound finsnee capable 
of carrying with aafely the edifice to be erected npon it. I hia fdifice can itself be 
made both stronger and larger if the individual schemes of which it is composed 
are so designed as to be in their revenue aspect as remunerative as possible, snd if 
high priority is accorded to such them as cap contribute directly to an Increase 
in material wealth and prosperity and thereby reinforce the public revenues.*' 

The Finsnee Memlwr then introduced two Bills— the Finance Bill to give 
effect to the financial pro|toaals explained in his speech, and the Bill to amend the 
Indian Income-tax Act on the lines proposed by him. 
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Cow SLAUOHTn A Milk Famihb 

Itl. MABCH Mr« Oavind Dthmukh^M molaUmi leeoflMDendiiiK tlmt m 
•Bti-iallBtiooAnr mntan, a lota of ten emee ol ruficfie, m worked for rarpoM 
of •ubeldliloiE egricnitaritto to grow more food etid iaereoee mAk bo bow 

flooled** WM poMcd without o dtvbioo in the Aoeeinhiy UMloy. Mr. Beohmukh, 
AOving the reeolation. referred to the food ohortege i« the cooDtry wad eoid m ia 
other couutrieii, eubf>jdi€B ehculd bo giveti to ogriculturieti. Vatt echeroe of eoono- 
aile development euggefted by Sir PunhoteuedM Thekurdee ead oCben wee e 
loeg-reage one end would uot meet the Immedlete neede of the country. Further, 
the eeheme pre-eupiKwed the ezietence of e uetionel Government whleh could 
hoitow bundiede of croree for the rehebllltotion of egrieultare. More food could 
net be grown merely by bringing more lend under eultivmtiou ead with the meegre 
help which Government in thie country bed given to ibr egrieuituriste. Meeturee 
ihoiild be ndopM to meet the ehortege of lebour in H e furmA end prevent it from 
drSting Into more profitable employment, such hb ‘pniitery eoikr.' The settle 
weelth of the country, which web bo esBentiel for agriculture, whs ining depleted 
and effective atepe ahould be taken to atop the alaugbter of bulloeka ea well ee 
prtme cattle. He auggeated that Government ahould raiae a loan of ten crome of 
Rupeea and earmark it for lubaidiaiiig egriculturiata. Mr. Tyson, Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Landa, explaining the policy of the Government in 
the matter of agriculture, itreased that there were definite limita to what the 
Government coulo^do un(kr the ‘*grow- more-food-campaign.** The Government of 
India could not themaelvea grow more food but could only aasiat provincea and 
Statea to aehiere tbia object. Wherever a provincial Government or a State put forth 
a promiaing method to increaae agricultural production and aaked for aaaiatance. 
the Government of India had always accepted the acheme and extended aaaiataDce. 
Referiiag to ahortage of labour. Mr. Tyson aaid that Government enquiries had 
ahown that aa a whole there was uo serious shortage of agricultural labour exeept 
in a few very imall areas where recruitment had been particularly heavy or mili- 
tary works were proceeding. The Government of India, iu the course of their 
**grow-more-food-campaigti’* had accepted Ikibilities io 1943-44 to the extent of Ra. 
83 lakba in the form of auhsidies and Ra. 165 lakhs in the form of loans. During 
the coming year, the Government had already accepted commitmenta to the extent 
of Ra. 65 lakba in subsidies and Ha. 75 lakha in loans. Me aaaured Ihe House 
that Govern roeiit were doing all they could to improve the position of agriculture 
in the country. Mr. Baijnath Bajoria urged Government to take atepa to atop 
indlBcriminate slaughter of cattle, particularly milch cattle. Arguing 'on purely 
economic grounds* he quoted atatiatica to show that in five sUughter-houaec in 
Calcutta alone, over 30.CLU cattle were slaughtered during 1941-42. He suggested 
that Government should put a ban oii slaughter of milch cattle and on bullocks 
under 15 yeara. Sir Jeremy Raisman, replying on behalf of the Government and 
dealing with the resolution from the financial point of view, agreed that a. loan of 
ten crores would have an aiiti-inflatioDary effect. Government also viewed with 
tympatby all efforia to grow more food and increase milk products in the country. 
lAiey were fully anxious to help in any way they could: to mitigate the ecareity 
of gooda, particularly in matter of food. But the question of earmarking a particular 
sum of money for a particular purpose created a difficulty. In ordinary practice, all 
receipts went into one control pool from which they diaburaed expenditure on items 
approved by Government. Earmarking a particular aum of money would obatruet 
the binary procedure of Government finance. Mr. ChviU (European Group) warn- 
ing the dovernmant of the danger of a milk famine in tha country urged that 
Government should consider the possibility of aubBidiaiDg oattle-reariog, with a 
view to meeting the milk ehortage in the country. Mr. Gwilt referred to the ques- 
tion of foodgrains and emphaeiMd the need to ensure fair prices to the i^wer for 
hit crop. Mr. Oovind Deshmvkh regretted he could not agree to the elimination of 
the words ‘aubaidy’ and 'earmarking' from the resolution aa had been auggeated 
by tha Finance Member. Speaking as an agricultnriat be waa convinced that only 
a aubaidy programme would do any real benefit to the agricqlturiat. He hoped 

even if Government did not accept the resolution, they would do all they 
could to help the agrioulturiat aa in the past The resolution waa p aa a ad wHhoul 
a diviiioB, 

Bacxwabd Balqcbistah 

Vnwabsada Liafot Ali Ekan no?ad a rwolaiioa reouBmcBdiag the spedint. 
i.f». of a eommittae wA a maiority of oiwtad menbais of Om Oeatj^ LoKUatan 
9B it to mggest what otopa ahould bo takou to ooiodato oooodtutionbUy the patflo 
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of Balucliistan with the odmioiitrAtiOD of Um {norinee on ilmiter Unoi M in other 
provinccg of British India. Farther debate vne adjourned. 

iMOIAR Btates Disaffiction Agt 

‘.*nd. MARCH llie House rejected to day without a dirieion Mr* JTasnirf motion 
for circolattoii of iiis Bill to amend the Indian Btatee (protection againet dieaffce* 
lion) Act. il'JJ. Air. Ksami complained that the Act waa abused In certain States. 
He WHoud ii> amend the Act so^that a person accused of writing or publishing 
anytLiiig considered objectionable against a State should be tried at the piece where 
tue publication was printed and not in some other place or in the Stete where the 
publication was circulated, and to provide that auch an accuaed ahould have right 
of ap|H*al to a Hi)£h Court. Sir Asoka Hof, Law Memberi oppoaing the Bill, wild 
tuai under the Criminal Procedure Code, all ofPencea were triable et the pleee where 
they were committed and under this general procedure, venue of triel in the case of 
an offeiue under the State Protection Act would he where coi>iee of the offending 
article wtre circulated. He could not aee any reason why a apeoial exception from 
thiH geiirral pinc:ice should be made in the case of offencea under thia Act, as the 
Bill sought to mnke. Kcfcrring to riKht of appeal be said tkiat the aaturance given 
by Covernuietit at the timtf ol passing the Act to his mind could only refer t any 
High Court which had jurisdiction in the area of the trial court and not to a 
chartered High court in British India aa Mr. Kaxmi inferred. 

Afaulvi Muhammad Abdul Qhani introducted bis Bill to amend the Delhi 
Muslim Wskfs Act 1943 to remove certain diflScultiea arising in the interpretation 
ot the Act. The House then adjourned. 

Income-Tax Amendment Bill 

Srd. MARCH : -I'he Assembly today passed Sir Jeremy Rainman'e motion to 
refer to a select committee the Bill to amend the Income-tax Act ao as to bring it 
into line with the proposals be made in his Budget speech. The mein object of 
the Bill is to provide for advance payments ol tax on income which is not liable 
to deduction at source. The income mainly affected will be income from property 
and from business, profession or vocation. The other provisions of the Bill are 
designed either to correct certain defects in the Act or to give relief. A clause in 
the Bill seeks to prevent payments from nnrfcognized provident funds before the 
termination of employment in order to evade payment of tax. Another clause refers 
to Sec 14 (1) of the Act which is intended to grant exemption to an assessee in 
respect of any sum received by him as a membtr of a Hindu undivided family 
where such sum is included in the income of the family. Cases have arisen where 
a sum received by a member has been held to be exempt under this sub-section, 
even though it does not form part of the income of the family. The fmendment 
provides for its taxation in the hsoils of the recipiriit, if it is not taxable in the 
hands of the family. Another amendment designed to prevent tax-evasion in the 
form of short-term insurnnee policy fur one or two years, restricts the premium on 
which relief is admissible to a maximum of 7% of the actual capital sum 
assured. 

Indian Cocondt Cbsb Bill 

The House psB^ed, with two amendments, the Indian Coconut Ceos Bill as 
reported by the select committee. 

Mr. J. D. Tyson, Secretary, Education, Health end Lands, moving considera- 
tion, pointed out that the aelect committee had myide two im)>ort?nt changes in the 
original Bill. Instead of the cess of 2} annas per cwt proposeu in the original 
Biil, the committee recommended t*'at a maximum limit of 4 annas per cwt be 
fixed as iheyfelt that amplb funds would be required, as the work of the coumiltee 
developed. The second charge, which was regarding the constitution of the oom- 
mtttoe^ recommended that to represent consamert* intersts three membera of the 
Oentrid Legliiatore be included in end in order that the thrce*.Btalei primarily 
eoiteerncd--Oochln, Travancore and Myiorc— might have similar repreaentetlon, 
piwvidsd for the nomination of one memoer eacE trom these States, 

Di. E. AmMkar, Labour Membsr, introduced s further to amend the 
Eaetorlce Aet 1934, to ici^y certain defeeta and meat some dtffieultiea in the 
working of the Aet 

OODIFIOATIOH OF HlMDW LaV OF MaRRIAOI 
The Houie ba^ dfeeuealoa of the Lwie Mymb§r^ motion to rote to a Joint 
oommittea of both Honaea the Biil to eodify filndn Law lolating to aiatrlage. Bit 
dwka Rom said that the Ban ^CornwrittM had e x p ie eied themealvwe In favonr of oodi- 
Boation of Blndn Law at^et twtfnRtoi witli the law of 
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tl» taw of nanten. The Go?eninenl aeeepled thin tIow and the Bill before the 
Booee was one ol the measnree recommended by the committee. Mr. Baijnath 
Bajoria oppoaed the Bill and mored ita eircuUtion for eliciting public opinion by 
Oct. 81. Marriage law, he aaid, affected the humbleat and no attempt had been 
made to get the opinion of the macaes. *1 am aure if opinion ia taken from the 
maaoea, 95% of the Hindu community will be againat thia Bill.** Mr. Bajoria urged 
that If the Bill waa to go before a Mieet committee. It ahould conaiat only ol 
Hkdna aa the queation MFeetcd the community alone. Mra. R§nuka Ray^ aupporting 
the Bill, aaid that the flrat leature In aaeiamental marriage waa enforcement of 
Bumegamy and ahe heartily aupported thia proriaion in the Bill. Polygamy waa, no 
doubt, rare ia Hindu aoclety, but there waa alwaya a loophole in the eziating law 
for a man to take adeantage of It and the women had to go to law for redreaa. In 
regard to eaate reatrictiona the framera of the Bill, ahe thought, bad been very 
eimoua. Theae barriera muat be broken once and for all, for the development of 
demoeratio Ideaa and eoonomic betterment of aociety. She conveyed the apprecia- 
tion of women to Government for reappoindng the Ran Committee arid;hopra that 
after the Bill returned from the aeleet committee and had been conaidered by the 
country, the Honan would enact the meaaure which, ahe aaid, would derive ita 
authority from anoiaat lawa but adapt it to the present times. Sardar Sant Singh 

S Inted out that It waa very common for Hindus and Sikhs to Inter-marry, but the 
U made no piovlalon for such marriages. Before the Bill waa finally reported on 
be hoped this aapest of the question would be dealt with. Mr. Ananga : Mohan 
Dam, opposing the motion, aaid that in a vast country like India it was extremely 
difficult to try to bring about uniformity in the matter of marriage when there 
were so many caataa, cnatoma and traditions. Mr. Dam had not finished when the 
Aaaembly adjoumed till Monday. 

GmiBRAL DiecumioH of Budget 

6tb. MARCH The began today its debate on the Budget, Mr. 

2*. 8* AvinuBhilingam Chattiar (Oongrcaa), opening the debate, criticized Govern- 
meot*a policy and method of commodity control and said it had had two results ; 
it had taken things out of the reach of the poor man, it had driven money into 
•eoret ohannela. **Black money,** ae he termed money made in the black* marketa 
by big bnaiaeaa aseo, waa ao plentiful that those who made it thought little of 
parting with portlona of It to officials. Corruption increased, as waa evidenced by 
ihe number of oneea, but it wae n efaame^ he declared, that there wac diaorimination 
even In eorruption* for only Indian officers were being brought to took ; while 
European officers went toot free. 

Sir Hanry JMchardfon, Leader of the European Gsoup. aaid the chief impreatii.Mi 
left on hit mind by Ihe Budget wae ite moderation. For the past four years the 
ioeideoce of taxation had, it waa true, been preesing with ever-increasing severity 
upon a steadily eulaigfaig proportion of the community ; and to that extent tbe 
margin of taxable eapect^ upon whioh lha Finance Member could draw waa equally 
ateadily diminiahing. But th^ did not alter the fact that he had ohoaen the path 
of wisdom In makhig his impoalo in this Budget as temperate aa possible. The 
eountry’e ability to euomia the preeent burden of taxation aa well as to supi>ort tiic 
heavy loan programme^ depended in no amall meaaure upon Goverumeni*a siici eb» 
in preventing nny further rice la the coat of living and, in fnct, in briugiiig about 
ita progressive dwlinCi Streccing the need lor retrenchmeut. Sir Henry eaid he was 
aware of. ihe eorutiuy exereieed by Public Aooounte Committees, but be wondered 
If a atiige had not arrived when a more contiuuoua, purpoaeful. independent and 
expert check on waate ol all kinds and obaolesoence waa not called lor— ’particularly 
in respect of thoaa piojaeta and departments of Governaaent which were purely war- 
time creations. 

Sir Mohnmtd Tamin Khan (Moalim League) emphasised that deficits must 
be met by retrenchment in ealartee and conrideiw it high time that a retreuehmeot 
committee waa eeubliahed to go into tbe aalariee paid, partionlarly in nawiy-crcated 
departments. Ha uiwed that all Government eervante of the higher ranks ahould 
be ude to inveet 25% of their ealeriee in Deloiee Loans. He critlciied the financial 
armngament between the Government ol lndia and HMG. and deolaied that he and 
hla party could take no rcaponaibiUty for mpanAiim on foreign tioopa etatioued in 
India for opendiooa againat Japan. 

Mr. Jamnodoe Jichto • approived lha ineome-lax nropocala bat wished that the 
level h^ been raleed to Re. 8,000 taotoad of Re. 2/KKX He aleo approved of the 
auper^daxt EFT and Oorporation In propoaale, hot atatad that the lait of the 
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toxfttioQ proposals were retiogtade. After eonmenting on the Finance Member's 
attitude towards inflation, Mr. Mehta said : **The time has come for a 
dictator with a bullet-proof armour and with two pistols, one armed at the profiteer 
and the other at the inflator." 

Mr. T, T, Kriahnamachari, after stating that the whole Budget was based on a 
number of economic assumptions, criticised the Finance Members remarks about 
'^ceiling” defence expenditure, and said the celling would be raised or lowered at the 
sweet will sAd pleasure of the authorities concerned. He wanted to know whether 
India's sterling balances in Britain were the result of direct dealings between India 
and the UK or whether they represented the ralne of exports and services rendered 
by India to the Allied Nations, which had vanished liomnhe common pool to find 
a place in the sterling balances. 

Sardar Sant Singh a«*ked why was it that Indian troops had been sent abroad 
and foreign troops brought into India for the defence of the country. Had Indian 
troops been kept at home, probably the financial burden due to the war would have 
been less, 

Sardar Mangal Singh characterised the Budget as a ‘*piok-pocket budget,” and 
said the Finance Member hi'.d tried surreptitiously to put his hands, into the pocket 
of the people and "stear* money somehow or other. He complained that the 
Government bad by their own bungling caused conditions in Bengal which had 
taken away 3 500,000 of his countrvmon and women. Referring to defence eiftenditiire, 
he liekl thMt India was not the only country intereated in the fighting in Burma. 
Chins. Burms itself, Aiistrslia. Amerioa snd the British Empire were all interested 
and all these United Nations should pay towards the expenditure incurred in India 
ae base of operations. 

Dealing with the monetary policy of the Government, Sir Ziauddin Ahmad 
complimented the Finance Member on his rupee policy. The stability of all paper 
curriincies deiieuded on the prestige of the Ctovernment, snH so long as the 
Government had prestige they need uothsve metallic reserve. The wealth of* a 
eountry depended ou the capacity to work and ita natural resources. Asaessiiig a 
country's wealth in this way, would rtciuire a unit, as ths ordinary monetary 
unit would not suit, and for this Bir Ziauddin proposed what he termed the wage 
unit. He defined the wage unit as Uie daily requirements of a labourer iu the 
sba|)e of food, cloth and other commodities. A hbourer sbouid foe paid on the 
basis of the wage unit or iu other words, the relationship bettreen the paper rupee 
and the wage unit must be fixed, and that would repxssent the purchasing power of 
the rupee. He requested the Finance Member that he should fix the value of the 
rupee, ss far ss purchasing power was concerned. He also urged tliat the maxi- 
mum percentage of profit by industrialists should be fixed by law. Tbs House then 
adjourned. , ... 

7tb. MARCH 'ilie Assembly today concluded the general debate on the 
Budget. Mr. Aldul Quayum (CuD;.r«»s)« dealing mainly with tbs defence expea* 
diture, paid that the real war against Japan had not yet begun : it could, therefore, 
be taken that defence expenditure would mount. 

Dr. F. N. Banerjee said that this was the fifth war budget, but the tenth 
taxation measure. He objected to the EFT proposal which, be declared, would 
stand in the way of industrial develoment ; so would the Corporation tax, a/lhongli 
in his view that tax could be justified to some extent. He aavocsted the setting up 
of an impartial tribunal to go into the question of allocation of expenditure on 
defence. 

Mr. E. L. C. QwUt (Knropean) dealing with the provisions for industrial 
expansion after the war urged that a Urge volume of expert technical exceutivee 
should be released from the Army end tbst there should be a survey of the 
country's induptrisl potential as it was to-dsy. Eefening to education, besuttested 
that for a mini mum period of 10 years and until the Bergen t plan Iructifleo, the 
Btate should grant to children wnd young men and women of the requisite iuCdleo- 
tiial capacity acbolarsbipe designed to give them profeesional and teebniosl cdueatiou 
abroad. *J*he auggestion envisaged en exteosion of the Bevio plea. 

Mr. N. If. J^hi aaserted that during the war it was the oapitalisle who made 
money end the burden of war-time texatioo should fall oo tlmm and moony ebOwM 
also be drawn off from them by way of votoularj loans. This was possible ggSm 
if Govenimeot had the oonfidenee of Bie people. He orltleiaed the Floauee Memlirv 
handling of inflation and of price eontiol. « . « 

The Gommeroe Member, Bir Aasi-iil-Haqns, defending Government'e eooM 
meamaies of various eommoditics sold thatp having legaid la tha Inet that tha Anti- - 
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Hoftrdinf; snd Proftteering Ordinance came into being only four montht ago. a 
meaturti of •oeceM had been achieved. He pleaded for wholehearted public co- 
operalion in making the coiund effective and aaid that wherever complainta bad 
been made, Government had a; ted with promvtitii.! * and inquired iu(o 
Keferring to criliciamM of the 20% profit, he pointed our that thia wmk not an itii- 
alterabU: limit but repreaeiited an tllort to rationalise profita. 

The Finance Member, Hir Jeremy Raismun^ rcj’lying to eerUiu types of 
criticism of defemu* exi^inlitiiie, aaid he J^ad a jirlevain e nutiinat fu opi,* who aomr- 
how expected him to abatract them out ot n world at w:'.r—]'Cople who were 
l»oaaet<Ko<i of an eat apiht cumnlex and acenied lo think that it was liin duty Homehuw 
to reproduce for them coiiditione which could not pot-eibly be found anvAl.cre in 
the world today. Did Mr. Neopy or other members, he naked, really expect that 
defence expenditure would in thia* or any other belligeteiit country, be less this 
year than it was in 1911-42 or 1940-41 ? 

A > for the qneatioii why Hiitiiih troopa who were more expenaive ahould be 
employed in India and troopa abroad, the Finance Meukber explained that 

the distiibiition of total fonua available to the United Nations waa governed entirely 
l>y o|)cration needs and nvuilahility of shipping, and the desirability from various 
poiiita of view of bringtiig hack to India troops at preaent aerviiig abroad was fully 
realized and coiiaiantly borne in mind but its feasibility was conditioned by the exi- 
gencies of the war sitiiatloii. lie stated that airfields included in tbe budget com- 
prised those necessary to enable the Indian forces to perform their functions of 
local defence in India, and included airfields provided on nciprocal aid terms for 
US. forces in India, but additional airfields constructed in India in connexion with 
the operations contemplated by the SE Asia command were not provided for in th*^ 
Indian budget. On the question of **cellings** the Finance Member pointed out 
that Loid Wavell, when he was C-in-C, definitely determined whut could be re- 
garded as forces ndequate and necessary for the local dctence of India. He em- 
phasized that puely financial coiMiderattons could not possibly determine military 
mattera of that kind : the ceilings werqj^etermiiied entirely on military merits of 
the case and only the fiMsncial resnlta of that dpleimination had to be worked out 
by him and his department. He repudiated any siu'gcstion that there was any 
poMibitity of bad fuith or elastic cdoacieuce. Speaking of inflation, the Finance 
Member declared that he knew there were people who went about the country 
aakiug people to withhold co-oi^>eratron from the war effort and made deliberate 
attempts to destroy confidence in iioveriiment in the cuiicncy and made ezhur- 
tatioiiB to the people to refrain from providing siit>plieH. The economic effect of 
those things uiidoubtedlv contributed to inflation. The Finance Member pointed 
out that the question whether a country exposed to the effect of war hufltred from 
inflation or not wss related to the question whether it bad a certain political consti- 
tution or not. At the same time he was l«ouiui to ogree that to deal with inflation 
successfully required the co-operation of the t^eople. Ornling with tbe criticism 
that the budget did not provide for an iniTcase in tbe indigenous production of 
consumer goods, i^ir .lereniy repeated what hr bad said in a previous session, that 
if domestic priHluctioii of consumer goods could be greatly increased it would be u 
valuable counter-measure to inflation. Even if tbe productive capacity in tbe UK 
and tbe USA could be diverted in order to produce maebinery that India required, 
that miiebiiicry would bave to be shipped, assembled and expeririu’e gained in wor- 
king it and getting it into full produetton. Would that, desirable as it might be, 
lead to a solution of the immediate difliciilty ? He entirely agreed that as soon as 
it waa possible to import machinery and plant for tbe production of goods that 
thia country required it ahould be done. 

Voting on Bodget Demands 

IBth. MARCH Voting on Budget demands commenced to-day^ Tbe House 

SO votes to 48 passed Mr. AhJul Quaiy urn's (Congress) cut motion to 
Miioe the grant under the head *'Estcuiive Councir’ to one rupee aa 
a mark of "refusal of auppliee.** The Congrtas, Muslim l.rague and 
th<i Natkmalista voted for the niotiou. Mr. B, Bujtfria, Mri N. J/. 
Joshit Mr. J,imfta(faa nod Mr. Ananffn Mohan Dam were among those who 

remained neutral. In moving the cut inotiun Mr. Quaiyum declared that the 
Exeeiitlve Ot uncil bad continuously flouted piildie iipinioii. He asked what had hap- 
peBcd to tbe vote of the Hotue ag:iiiMi the inerra*" in railway fures ami what waa 
the Viceroy’s Cotincira response to the vole of the Uini«e 'against sending tbe 
'^propegaikoa delegation* abroad f Hie ccmplaiut waa not so much agaiuBt the 
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aa<A l embcw of Oooaell m ydaH Uit liidiHi MBbrn* wlio <lid nol 
I 'ipt titi U Miybody but themielvai. Mr. Qiudynm aUted that the pcaaent Ezaoutlta 
CDMioil waa ""a hybrid anonater bom of an illielt lofo affair balwaan Briliah in- 
fiariaHan and lodian raatad intareate.** Sir Mokamtd Yarnin' Klum (Hoallm Laagae) 
anpportlag tba moUoa* alatad that tiia tiraaant Qoraroiaaiit of India urn minia* 
tma tea of Faaeiaa and Naalma.’* If Uia fmaent Qofammant laid any dala to 
damoemey, it ahonld hara raalgnad long ago. Tba beat thing for thoaa in authority 
waa ^ inrita thoaa partia who were ready to carry on Qoraroinant, to work the 
oonadtntion. and not to kmp *aome paoplcb who aay ba patriotic from their point 
of view bnt whom the eonntry had ranonncad.** Ha nrgM tha Indian nembera to 
leeign and **abow their patriotiam.** '* He referred to tha Sarnia Delegation which 
wM Tiaiting England and America, and mid they were miarepreaenting tha country 
•broad, why, he adnd, had Government not recalled the delegation whan they 
found they ware exceeding their limita and indulging in political propaganda, malig- 
ning poliueal partiea and inetitntiona in the country and mialaading tha worid. 

14th. MARCH liie Aesembly t^ay paaaad by 55 votea to 46 the Mualim 
League’a out motion aponaored by Sir MokammBd Yamin Khan, aaking for tha 
immediate appointment of a committee of elected membera of the Central Lagia- 
lature, amiiitcd by officials, to scrutinise Government expenditure and suggest 
economies. Sir Mohammed sought to reduce the demand under *Finsnca Dapar- 
ment'* by Re. 1. He said that neither the Standing Finance Committee nor tha 
Public Accounts Committee would meet the purpose he had in view. Repreaen* 
tativea of the people wanted to scrutinize for themselvea whether the expenditure 
to be incurred by Government was fustified or not. Mentioning examples of extra- 
vagance and lack of control he said that he knew of an instance where shoes were 
purchased by the Government from Gawnpore. All of them, 1200,000 in number, were 
found to ba lor the same foot. He added that Information of this character would 
never reach the ears of the Finance Member unlasa independent elected membara of 
the House were associated with him. 

ISth. MARCH For the third day in succession' tha Opposition parties com- 
bined to defeat Government today when the House passed by 53 votes to 44 tha 
Nationalist Party’s cut motion moved by Pandit L. K. Maitra to reduce tha 
demand under ’’Home Department” bvRs. 100 to discuss the ’’abuse of powers 
under the Defence of India Act and Rules,’* Moving the demand, Pandit Maitra 
said that lawyers whose oniy offvnce was defending accused in political oases ware 
also arrested under the DI Rules. Restrictions pliused on the movement of some 
people and on railway travel were unbearable. It would ba recalled* said the 
Bpeate, that the Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court had exclaimed that the 
DI Rules bad paralysed them. He next referred to the Pardivala case, tba 
proceedings of which gave the impression that a reign of terror waa going on in 
the Lahore High Court and that there was widewread panic in the court itself. 
Several letters between the Judges and the Advocate-General were intercepted by tba 
police. The police had tried to get out of tha difficulty by saying that they ware 
destroyed. Jue Chief Justice questioned whether be bad to depend for getting 
letters on the whims of a sub-inspector. The Chief Justice had observM that 
not only did the Government ignore and dout the legialature but the Judiciary 
also. Pandit Maitra added that this was from a British Chief Justice, not a 
Congress agitator. Sir Yamin Khan said be had made a great mistake in support- 
ing the DI Act. He had not then realized that the weapon placed in Government’s 
bands would be misused. He referred to the instance in which the ’’Prophet's Day” 
procession had been prevented in Nagpur. He read out the text of an Urdu order 
served on Mr. Hosaain Imam, member, Council of State, in which • tbe SDO. of Gaya 
asked Mr. Imam to appear before him on March 15 to show cause why he should 
not be imprisoned under Sec. 38 of the Di Act as it was reported that he had not 
bought War B.>t)ds and bad prevented oibem from buying them. Mr. P, J. Griffiths 
(European Group) asked why auyoiie should try to prevent others from purchasing 
War Bonds. (Angry cries ot “wiiy not”). Sir Yamin Khan asked under what Rule 
could a man be forced to iiutchase Bonds ? have every right,” he declared, 
tell my friend not to purrhase War Bonds. If be asks me whether it is pro6tabie 
to invest money in War Boncis, I have every right to aay it is not profitable.” 
He asked how much money the European Group had invited in War Bonds. 
(Laughter and cheers from Opposition benches). 

16th. MARCH >-The Home Member, Sir Reginald Afaxtrcll, replying to tbe 
debate to-day said that the di bate bad prcM;PL'd€d as though the Act and Rules were 
biottgbt into existence and eniployed solely for the purpose of maintaining public 
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ord«c of iotorferliig with poUtieal or othor oeUfitioi. Tho Act wti not primnilT t 

rt aD•etfllcot• A great porUon of it dealt with the creation of powera which 
ae aeoeaaary for any OoferomeDt to be able to ezerciae ia war. Explaining 
how the Act had been actually used, the Home Member eeid that eiuee the begin - 
niag of the war the number of eotiTietioae ia India under the Act was 94.500. But 
oi tbeae come 43.5U) were Don*poiitical eaeea. dealing with mattera entirely aeioaraie 
from thoee which iiiteieeted the epeakere in tiiia debate. *J'he actual number of 
peraone convicted under tbeae Rulea waa 8.972 on Jan. 1. That, he urged, wee not 
a record of oppreaaion when it waa remembered that the war had iaaied four and 
a half yeara and that aome 300.0U0,000 people lived in India. 

A voice : What ia the percentage in England f 
The Home Member : Very much higher. 

The number of pereone detained without trial waa about 5,000 on January 1, 
compared to the fieak of 17,572. That mmint that up to that date some 12,000 per- 
aona who had been detained had already been released. It did not look aa if 
Provincial Governmenta were anxioue to keep people under detention longer than 
neceanary Replying to the criticism that the new Ordinance III of 1944 did not 
provide for adviaory cnmniitteea to consider the cases of persons against whom 
detention orders had been passed, the Home Member pointed out that as against 
that there was the provision for |>eriodical review and claimed that this was a definite 
advance and reniovtd the neceasity for advisory comniitiees. Alihongh the Govern- 
ment were not able to go so far as the House would like, in the way of advisory 
committees, they bad done a great deal to meet the Heiitiinents expreseed from 
time to time in the House, and that in coDHidering these matters Government 
were not iiiiresponsivc to the opinions exprrssL here. 

Mr. Abdul Quaiyum (Congnss) said that the Home Member had tried to 
reply to srguiuents sboiit the difference between the provisions of the 1>I Act and 
those of the British enactment and to make out that the provisions here were 
similar to those enforced in Hriiain He aaked whether the Government in Britain 
waa as irresponsible there as was the Government here. **May I know whether in 
the House of Commons when a candidate is defeated at the eiedions be is taken 
in as a Minister of the Crown and given exteiision after extension while his oppo* 
neni is made to rot io jail and die'\ The 1>1 Rules were intended for the defence 
of British imperialism against Indian national ism. 

The supply of coiisuiiier goods as an uiiti-inflationary measure was urged 
today during the de'oate on a cut motion moved by Mr. A. C*. Inxkip (Kiiro|Hfati 
Group). Hpeskiug with first-hand knowledge of the IJs:iA, which he visited last 
year, Mr. Inskip stated that the practice of taking over the entire output of any 
one industry for war purposes did not appear to have been followed there or in the 
IJE. Deapite the rising tempo of the war and the enormous contribution which the 
USA had made towards the commou effort, she was already, or would shortly be 
in a position to turn over certain of’ hei industries to the production of essential 
items for civil consumption. He also stated that the USA and the UK had begun 
to manufacture goods for supply to countries which had been or would be free 
from enemy occupation. If the war burden on this country could be lightened, 
India, he felt, should be given the oi>portutiity to produce not only for her own 
needs but for the future requirements of such countries ss Burms, Malays and 
China. The motion was defeated without a division. 

Debate on the Finance Bill 

17tb. MARCH Tbq Assembly today began ibe debate on the Finance Mem- 
ber*! motion that the Finance Bill be taken into conaideration. Mr. 2*. B. Avina* 
$hilingam Chettiar (Congresa),' who Opened the debate, referred to the aale of gold 
and said Chat, aa agaiuat the ruling price in America of about Ba. 45 an omioe^ 
gold waa being sold io India at about Ra. 85. Tbs FHaanee Member, interveninfL 
pointed out that the prioa in India had been Rs. 71 for tome tine. Bpeakiog 
aterling balaooea, Mr. Ohettiar objected to these being allowed to aocnmnlata in 
one eoantry and wanted that theee be divided into aterling and dollar. He snggea- 
ted that the aterling balancea should be spent in trsining Indian teeholonl personnel 
in England and Amerioa in as large number as possible in importing siidi eon* 
ansser goods aa oonld not ba manufactured in ImUa and in importing eapHal 
goods. Speaking aa a member of the AlCC» Mr. Ohettiar lepndialid the eMge 
that the Oongieea Working Committee had incited the •abotige morement ih the 
eonnliy. ll wae trnib Be Mid. he had laeen a notice in Jnly IMS. in Mndm, 
li Tp j f naOi a wt i il uTiili «liM. Bt imMA k mm\m si tki Itakim 
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ObaiaiittM about that notioa and waa told that than wm no Inatraotiona or no- 
gomme of civil disobedience issned bj the Working Committee. Who issiied net 
notice wm a matter which remained to be found out. The oueetion might he 
t^ed how did the burning and aabotage come about t The explanation he had 
beard in jail was that Mr. Amery made a broedcMt on August 9« 1042, in which 
he described the Congress programme m one of violence and sabotage and gave 
details* of that programme ; and many Congress workers took this noadoMt to 
mean that it gave out the real Congress programme and acted accordingly. Mr. 
Ramratan Oupta suggested that the Finance Member shoold give an assnianee 
that all dollar actuals, hereaf;er, should be kept exclusively in the Indian account 
instead of in the Umpire pool. He did not believe in the developing induatry 
under State management so long as the Government in India wm dominated 
those whoM economic interests were not those of Indians. He instanced tbe rail- 
ways and said that some Ka. 000 crorea were invested and vet for maintenance and 
expansion the railways had to depend on imported material instead of on indige- 
nous industry. The Transport Member had not told the Uoime how much 
of the money to be used for rehabilitation would be spent in India. 
Mr. r. T, Kn^hnamachari referring to the doubling of the tobacco duty sidd 
that the mere fact that tobacco bore a high incidence of taxation in other coun- 
tries was not an argument which could be made applicable in India. He had nnt 
concluded when the House adjourned till Monday. 

20th. MARCH '.—Resuming tbe debate Mr. T. F. KfiShanamachari oriticised 
the new taxation proposals, the appointment of a number of experts in various 
Government departments, Government’s policy in regard to the establishment of 
heavy indisturies, the activities of the URCO. and IGI and immobilixatlon of 
India's sterling balances. There wm no justiflostion at tbe present stage, be said, 
for any enhancement of the tobacco tax. He waa afraid that the tax on eolte 
would etiminato tbe email man from the trade and harMe many others in the 
buaineas. On the subject of recruitment Of experts and special officers, Mr. Krl^- 
nsmsebari said that the appointment of two dehydration experts bad not bslpsd tbs 
country much. Referring to tbe URCC in India, Mr. Rriahnaroacbari said that 
though Corporation was commercial yet its objectives were political. The poal- 
lion of the organization in relation to the Government of India bad not bean fully 
clarified. Tbe House was told that tbe UKCO had no monopoly but be knew that 
tbe export of tea and hides waa their mono|>oly. He complained that the ICI had 
a stranglehold on the Indian induatriea. Mr. Kristinamacbari Mked what bad hap- 
pened to Government’s plan for the setring up of power alcohol manufacture in 
tbe country. He knew that the initial work had bMB done and Government bad 
already circularized tbe Provincial Governments on the setting up of power sleohol 
plsnts. Referring to India’s sterling balances and inflation in the country, be said 
that the iasues were no more academical. He voiced disiatislaction at the faiinre 
of tbe Indian Directors of tbe Reserve Bank to protest agaiiiat tbe oontinuous 
increase in the aterliitg balaiicea or against tbe gold sales. Sir FVedMcA James 
(European Group) devoted most of bis apeMb to questions rslsting to the Indis 
Defence {Services, and paid a tribute to tneir ’'oatstandiog and gallant record.” He 
hoped that some words of encouragement would go out to them from members of 
the House. He commended tbe increase in pay for Indian aoMlers announced by 
the C-in-C recently. Tbe recent lecord of tbe lAF, he Mild, wm one of which the 
House could be proud. He inquired what precise rols the lAF wohld now plav 
both iu regard to tbe India Command and the BE Asia Command. Dealing with 
the BIN bir Frederick said thia amalt but rapidly-growing and rffidfat forea wm 
worth more than a paaaing reference ; ite role wm greater than that allotted to her. 
He urged that the policy adopted in naval training eatabliabments In the oonnt^ 
be strengthened shd extended to the utmost limits, for, not only had they to 
csubliah new tradltiona in this country hot they had to try and reeaptare old eea- 
faring traditlooB that had existed for many years. Bir Fredsrick bronght to thi 
nodoe of Ihs Bouse certsin grievaneee in the pay of mtiogs and pollgr 
offieaia. and Mked why their saUriei were eiill so low muf hadrsmaliisd 
nnehansed altar the iMt war. In the matter of long eervloi awttdib bt 

S 'm that Government should antomaiieally award them to men 

reeord of servicM iaatcad of lestrictiog them to thres every vosr m ft t 

^ future neede in the metier m defence* ^ eteted, ^wpnld he ^ 
email and effielent army, a larger aevy end a Uurger air fona. fi Igjdhi wkM Id 
have a mereanttle navy worthy of the pame, abe mnet tove a navy Jo pi tt t e ft ^ 


Alter dm wer, when the Army would be demobilising, he hoped the Mevy wirid 
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miolidated and atrengtlianad. Dealini^ with the qucation of demoibiliiatioD and 
NNttlanent of toldim after the aar, he welcomed the Defence Member's plans 
for land aoqnialtion for eolleetiTS farming In the Punjab. Referring to the Tarions 
nwt-war reeonatrnelion committees that had been established by OOTemment, Sir 
Frederick said thn were haphazardly set np with little relation to one another. He 
stressed the need for writing up the reports of the ▼arlous reconstruction com- 
mittees in an abbreriated form and simple language and quoted the example of the 
^Bombay Ptan** which, whateeer its merits or demerits, hiul aroused wlderspxead 
interest Isr the country. Sir Vithal Chandavarkar supported the Finance Bill not 
because be agreed wiw the detailed proposals of the Budget but because there was 
a war on and if thq[ were anxious to saes the country from foreign InTssion, it 
was iheir duty to offer support of a discriminating character to* Gorernmeiit. fie 
bad not concluded when the House adjourned. 

eist. MARCH Sir Vithal Chandavarkar referred to the political situation in 
the country and said if the British OoTcrnroent were serious they should forget 
what had. happened in the past and without trying to apportion blame proceed to 
legislate on the lines of makiqg India self-governing. There were bound to be irre- 
coneilables but this should not distract the policy of HMQ. Sir Ziauddin Ahmad 
referred to the sale of gold and said that the Reserve Bank was actim; as a ‘black 
market’* for the sale of gold to India on behalf of the USA and UK. The world 
p^ty rate of gold was about Rs. 42 per oz, while the Reserve Bank sold it for 
Bs. Ih Dealing with food administration, Sir Ziauddin suggested that the head of 
the department should be an ICS man or **an honest public man" who should have 
no business concerns himself, fie urged that the maximum dividends to be 
deelared should not be more than 9% and any excess over that should come into 
the Exchequer as excess dividends tax. Mr. C. P. Lawson ( European Group ) 
referred to the expenditure incurred on civil defence and said the time had come to 
concentrate on the danger of target bombing of industrial areaa, ports, docks and 
railways. He thought a good deal of effort was being wasted in organizing ARP 
in areas where labour was not concentrated. Dealing with the requisitioning of 
accommodation for the military in Calcutta, Mr. Lawson said Government's onil 
ding programme for Calcutta was just one year too late. He thought it was in- 
convenient and bad for the discipline of the troops to be quartered in private houses. 
Commenting on the driving of military vehicles, particularly in Calcutta, Mr. 
Lawson stated that the drivers of these vehicles seemed to divide the public into 
two classes— the "quick" and the "dead." The "quick" were definitely those who 
were quick enough to get out of the way. The Palcutta Tramways Co. suffered 
rather badly because tramcsrs were not quick enough to get out of the way. During 
the last six months, no lees than Rs. 12,000 worth damage bad been done to the 
Calcutta 'J'ramways and the compensatiob so far paid was Rs. 45. Mr. Jamnadas 
Mshta pointed out three constitutional irregularities and improprieties which, he 
said, had been committed by Government and which, he urged, should be remedied 
bven now. The first was the retention in the ways and means part of the Budget 
of Rs. 10 crores which, by its vote, the House had decided the Government should 
go without. The second was the retention of the contribution of Rs. ii3 crores to 
general revenue from the railway surplus without a specific resolution of the House 
to that effect and the third was that the amount of money which had been reduced 
by the various cuts passed by the House both in the Railway and the General 
Budgets had not been treated as so reduced. Mr. Mehta had not concluded when 
the House adjourned. 

22Dd. MARCH Mr. Jamnadas Mehta, continuing bis speech, argued that the 
rise in tho^ost of living compelled Government themselves to spend more than they 
would have had to spend if they had been careful about inflation. He stated that 
the country's indebtedness bad increased by^Rs. 800 crores during the war years, 
and declared that for this sum Government got goods and services worth no more 
than Rs. 226 crores, because the real value of the rupee now was no more than a third 
of its pre-war value. 6ir Sultan Ahmed, Member for Information and Broadcasting, 
deall with the apprehension that for a number of posts which bad fallen vacant 
in his department and which bad been advertised, experts from abroad would be 
Imported. He assured that there was not the slightest idea of importing anybody 
from England or anywhere for any post for which the Indian taxpayer would have 
to pay» as far as his department was concerned. 6lr A. S, Ghusnavi referring to 
nlee control said that it was winking for the bentfit of the DBA and the uK. 
n§ price of gold cold by the UK and the USA in India was not controlled. A 
year ago the Fbiaoce Member threatened apeculeto^ Jr Bombey with eonse- 
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ngme&L Tel w]»l wee lie doing now ebon! the proflleerii of ttie UK end the UBA t 
Si depieeeted the egltetlon eterted hy Britith newepepere ebont the eeenmeletion 
of iterling beleneee. He thoaght that thit egiietion made it neceawiYy to ebk for 
an eaaarance from HMG that they would pay the entire debt without reopening the 
egieemetil. Referring to the export control acheme he aatd that India waa now in 
a position to export a number of thinga* He aakcd that reatrictiona on exporu 
■hould be withdrawn and the liat of goods Die export of which had been banoHl 
•hould be rerieed. He eritieieed the control itf>aaic foodatuffa and aaid that they 
were contrary to the deeiaion in the UK. where baaie food auoh aa bread, potatoea, 
and eeieala were free. Speaking of Bengal he urged that what waa neraed waa 
tranaport faeilitiea for the carriage of foodatuffa. 

tied. MARCH A committee of the Aaaembly to reviae the 1)1 Rnlea and 
auggeat amerdmenta waa adrocated by Sir Mdhammetl Vamin Khan (Mualim 
L^ue). Referring to remarka made by certain menibera aliout the union of the 
Oongreaa and Miialtm League partiea in the Uouae. Sir Mohammed aaid that the 
two parties had e(>me so much nearer to each other at to demonatrate to Die world 
*hat they had no confidence in the preaent Government. That, he aaid, waa one 
atep nearer to the wider unity. The present Government had by their acDoiia and 
roiadeeda brought home to many people .that Government were not aerioue when 
then asked the partiea to join bands and that Government were only exploiting their 
diflereneea. Opposing the Finance Bill he aaid there waa no neceasity for new 
taxation. The money conld be found easily from aavinga which could be effected. 
The War Secretary, Mr. C. M, Trivedi, replied to certain points relating to Die 
defence aervicea. He informed the House that the Government, with the approval of 
the Secretary of State, bad now decided to set up independent tribunals in India to 
deal with appeals in peoaion caaea and the necessary steiMi for the eatabliahment of 
theae tribunals were now under consideration. Aa regards the training of pilots for 
the ten sqaadrona of the lAF. Mr. Trivedi described the air training corps '.instituted 
at eight Univeraitiea and aaid that if the classes were filled to cainicity about 1.4(J0 
students each year would be trained and Die results, he ho|)cd, would be reflected in 
improved reeniitment. He promiaed to consider the question of married quartera 
for BIN ratings and increaaing the number of long service awards. The driving 
00 military vehicles waa, he said, a question which received conatant attention and 
military authorities in Calcutta had taken certain measurea which would, he hoped, 
lead to an appreciable improvement. Continuous joint patrols of the Army RAF 
and U.I 1 . provost had been eaiabliahed in Calcutta, additional traffic signs erected, 
and speed limit orders of the Army, the KAF and U.B. forces unified. Tlie 
G0C-in«0. Eastern Command waa taking a personal interest in the matter and 
the C-in-C. India, had directed that the question should be discussed in all ita 
aspecti at the next meeting of tbe Army Commanders’ conference. The Bengal 
Government some time ago wrote that already there waa an apiireciable improve- 
ment in the situation and be hoped matters would improve still further. Mr. Akhil 
Chandra Duita, referring to the food situation, aaid that tbe jireacnt cootrotted 
price of rice was more than four to five times the normal rate, lie contended that 


there was no room for optimiam regarding tbe food situation in Bengal and no even 
123% of the aman crop aurplua had been bought by Government. He waa afraid 
that Government waa under a false sense of security about the Bengal food problem. 
He urged that more land should be brought under cultivation. Mrs. Subbarapan 
(Congress) said tbe meaanrea suggested to fight iriflaUon would bewilder even experta 
but the ilnance Member had almplified it by saying that "whatever brings money 
to Qoveroment is anti-inflationary,” She was told there was only 10.3% Indian 
ofilcen in the Army, Waa this bow Government were going to develop a national 
army in India, she asked. She also qtiesDoued the policy of sending out of the 
country Indian troops who had ehown tbemseives capable of flghting succesifully 
even on nofamiliar ground against a highly trained and well-rquipped enemy, and 
bringing in foreign troope to defend Inclia. Dr. N, B, Khare, Member for Indiaiie 
Overseas, replied to the points raised by Congress speakers against Members, par- 
ticularly Indian Memoera, of the Executive Council. He admitted that he and 
hia oolteimuea were not responsible in the aenae of responsibility to the Isgislature. 
The? had coma to the Government benches with open eyes, knowing full wt II all 
the limitationa under which they had to fnnetioii. Be claimed that ha and hit 
colleagues had acted In response to promptings of the inner voice just aa the 
membere of tbe Cougreae party had done in coming back to the House in utter 
mimed of the mandate of their leaden. Speaking of the affairs of August, 1942. 
Dr. Khare amweased surpriie tlmt one of the Cougreae in the Honav hould 
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haft lii tto d thfl OoocrM worken aeled oo the eeboti«e pngreame which 

|In 9 hcd hemd Mr. Aaeiy ctete.ofer ih# ndio thet te Ooogicec Wiwking Ctom* 
nltlcc had laid down. If tfiere were politieiene who tow tbeif ene figw thttir 
oppoiieotB and acted oo worde broadeaet bj thetr eoemy* theo how eoold tbej 
aei^n to be in charge of a coontiy^ adminietration T 

24lh. IIABGH :--8ir Cmoatji Jghanmr Mid that price control neaenreo were 
the met aoehor of Oorernment^ vemedp againet inflation and thoj ehonld imprcM 

00 the Piofincial GorernmenU ile importance. Mr. Qhulam Bhik Sairang referred 
to the nropeganda that waa being carried oo lor the eetabliehnient of a Snpxeae 
Oonrt in India and enp r eaeed the few that the ezietence of ench a court might, 
later on* be need w an anoment to enpport Lord Linlithgow’e *'diacorerj'* of the 
geographical nnity of India. If this wm eo, the Mnelime took strong objection to 
the eetabllobment of each a coart Sir Mohamed AtiM^ul^Haque, Induetriee and 
Oivil Snppllee Member, replying to eritieiama of hla department, contradicted the 
statement that 90% of export lioenoea were giren to Unropeana and stated that 
export trade had been largely in Indian hands in Bombay, Calcutta and Karachi, 
As regards the UKGO*s actiTlties he mentioned that details bad been giren by him 
in answer to questions In the Assembly and an explanatory communique bad been 
issued. He was sorry that suspicions atill existed. In view of the dissatisfaction 
howerer, be had invited representatives of some chambeis of commerce to address 
the department and later sit round a table with Government representatives to 
discuss the matter. Explaining the policy relating to imimrt trade, the Industrits 
Member said that Govern metit’s policy had been to issue licences on a generous 
scale and the Secretary of Sute had been asked, as soon as shipping conditions 
permitted, to see that more snd more consumer goods were sent to this country. 
He suited that the constitution of a consumers* council to which all questions 
affecting consumers might be brought was being considered by Government On the 
import of plant and mschinary, his department had already invited iiidiiRtrislisis 
to inform Government of their requirements in the post-war period. He was not 
io a position to give actual figures but be would say that licences had been given 
for the Import of paper, sugar, textile, jute and other machinery during the last six 
months. As regards chemicalH, licences issued during July-l>ecemher 1943, covered 
goods worth Ks. 7 crores. From January to date licences issued were for over 
Ks. 4i orores. Keferring to the Imperial Chemical liiduaties, he said, Government 
at preaent had two aims, importing commodities and distributing them. Distribution 
waa a difficult task and it would not be possible for Government to perfect s 
machinery aoon. The ICI were at present relieving Qov> rnnient from the respon- 
•ibility oi distribution, which, he ssid, Government proposed to tske over afterwards. 
Explaining the price control policy he said that no such measure could be successful 
ttnleaa there was an effort on the part of everyone to eradicate black markets. 
Ooncluding the Industries Member said : *T shall not enter into political controver- 
aiea. But let me say this. So long as an Indiau feels that another Indian ia not 
Ilia brother but a traitor, other people will rule over thia country. 8o long at every 
mao outside a particular party ia considered a traitor and not a good oitixen, there 
can be oo political aohition of the problems that are facing us today. Even 
though we may not ally quraelvea lor the time being with political parties, the 
iiitereata of India are as dear to ua as to other Indians. The House st this 
stage adjourned till Monday. 

27tb. MARCH Sir Henry Eichardeon, leader pf the European group, referred 
to the attitude of certain sections of the House which imputed to the British com- 
mercial community a wish to profit unduly by the circumataocea of the war and 
a *'fictitiou% ability** to influence Governmeut so that they might legislate in a 
manner favourable to British Interests. **Sach charges as have been made have of 
necessity been vaguo ainoy they have no foundation and are based upon poetical 
prejadioe combined with industrial ignorance. **The taxation which daring An 
past four yMra hM been Imposed upon commerce and industry hM fallen upon the 
interest which I repreaent as hesvily m It has fallen upon Indian ioterwts. I do 
not deny the lisht of the latter to advance arguments which oppose texation pio- 
poaala but in all fairneaa 1 ask this House to oeet ite mind beck to the attitude 
whi(^ we, on this eide^ heve consietsnly mede clear in the matter of wer texation. 

1 myMll have on more then ode ocoamn pointed to the moderate ohareetec ol Uia 
buidens which we have been Mkcd to bear eapeeially in view of the vital Imm M 
itake. We may try to be good bneincMmen bat we alao try to be good- >!^rMe 
who reellM thet the war mnet be won whatever the eeeriffee: 

Df, F. N. Bamfjea. leader of the Hationaliet nartg^rff^ fle ad^tTonal 
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taiiUnn whidi tha Bill foop^i Id impDM wm nMan nacMMury nor ]iialliiAI«. The 
I w n de a of tozoUoD luid ool him ao mImM ttol U woold fall on ibM «lio won 
dMo to bmx U. Doolinc with tho fbod problem* he mid the! the teffel famine 
wee dne to the erifflinaT oeRliKenoe of the Britiih Gk>feriiment and their aubor- 
itineitiw here. He alao charged the Bengal Gotemmeiit with inaompe^ee. Ha 
aamiled that io Bengal the pioenremeot and diatribution of riae ahould be left to 
aoBnerp trade ahannak. Hoaraing and proftteerlog must be dealt with aternly. Ha 
welcoiaad the Bengal Qofernment*a rebabiUtatTon scheme. Ha deplored the 
asiMlaaaoca of the political deadloek and made an appeal lor unity. 
Laid Halifax's raoent pronoubaemeni that there oould be no fxasdom 
htf India nnUI there was nni^, ha 0i4d« waa a ehallenga to tha Indian partlaa 
which the members of the OnDOsitlon stoold tabs qd. 

JfawabMada Liaqut Alt Xkan^ Deputy Leader, Muslim liCsgtie psrty, opposing 
the BUI, said he had not iiiteuded to speak about the Executive Council after the 
vote of the House refusing supplies to it— a vote which, he said, was a true reflec- 
tion of practieslly unanimous opinion in tha country. But, since then. Dr. Kbare had 
chosen to make what had been described as a political speech. He thought it 
would be discourteous not to notice Dr. Khare’s uikservations. Dr. Khars bad 
complained that members of the Opposition threw rose petals at European members 
of the Executive Council and flints at the Indian members. "Instead of complaining 
he ahould be thankful, because that shows his countrymen have not lost all hope 
in him and his eollesgues. The flint when it strikes steel produces fire siid if 
Hon. Members from this side threw any flints st him, it wss in the hope that they 
might ignite s little spsrk of patriotism.'* Dr. Kbare had taken credit for the 
blessing thst bid accrued to this country ss a result of the war. He should have 
presented a true balance sheet of its blessings and miseries, for it wss this wsr 
snd the Government’s incapacity to deal with the problems arising from it, that 
bad cost lives due to starvation and want of medical relief, had hi ought e<‘onomic 
depreaaioo, had left India in the same coiiatitutional position as it was a 100 years 
ago and curtailed the liberties of the people in the name of the Dl Knlea. Replying 
to the Viceroy’s speech and those made oy the Home Member and the liCader of 
the House suggeating that the British Government bsd done everything conceivable 
to secure the honourable cooperation of the people of India in the prosecution of 
the war and that it wae really Indians who weie guilty of failure to co-operate, 
the Hawabada said that so far as the Muslim League was concerned, it had from 
the very beginning realised the necessity of doing its utmost to defend the country. 
The offers of co-operation, however, were made by Government intentionslly iu a 
manner which would not be ecceptable to any honourable mao. The British 
Government never really desired the co-of aeration of the people of this country. 
Referring to the Viceroy*! recent address to the Gentrsl Legislature and the Muslim 
League Party’s sttUude to H. £.’s pronouncement, he esid : ’‘During tiie last three 
years the policy of the League consistently bad been to oppose the Finance Bill not 
because we do not want to help in the prosecution of this wsr, not thst we do 
not want to vote money for the defence of India but because we have no confidence 
in the present Government. We are not ready and willing to place the resources of 
our country in the hands of a Goveriimeot which is not only irresponsible but 
irreeponeive.” 

Mr. Bhulahhai Zksot, leeder of the Oongrees Party, said if the war was being 
fought for demoerecy, the first desideratum was that representatives of the Indian 
people, who had been elected on the widest freoehise permitted under the 1035 Act, 
ahould form a national Government. It wee not a mere majority Government thst 
wae intended. It was a Government compoecd of repreeentativee of every element 
in the Uooce. It was not even reodred uat the oonstltntlon of the Governssent 
of India should be ebanged. *llie Ooogreia wae quite prepared to plaee its eervieee 
at Ike diepoeal— not of HMG, but at the disposal of the country that the eaose 
mey be fought with clean bands and stout iieart. He bad every deeiie that India 
•honid be defended. But be wee oppoel^ the Flnanoe Bill becanae he did not 
want to take the xieponeibility of finding toe money without toe privilege or 
leepoDHbility of spending it. If Government eonlinncd to oust neople’s repfesenla- 
tivee from handling toe& own alfidra, they oould not expect tbeir lepreeeotallvea 
to be toelv auenta and eeevaato in finding money or reeoiireea. *^lt la far bellni 
toat we tooiildflad toe rnomif toaa tbit yon ohonld be sMe to extort It, whieh la 
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wummm of agnmoDl m iq wiut tlumtd bo dono oboal Ibo Bfll bolord the Hohm, 
They hod opporently ogroed thot they ohoald reglolor thoir dioopprofol of Gu%«co- 
mcfit 00 o( proiont ooootitntod. ‘‘Con wo hope to oeo thot tbio eombiootloii wiil 
rontlnoo ond go farther. Moy 1 hopo to bo leUoTed of the difficultiiio in wbioh I 
find ttyoelf of horing to eorry out my dulieo to get logulotion pomed in o Hoaoe 
In which Gorernmeiit doeo not enjoy o mojority t Moy I hopo to oeo thot thio 
comhinotion will continno on frultfnl llneo« oo thot wo moy look forward to a 
opoedy Bolntion of the difficoltieo which give rioo to all thin trouble we ore feeing'*? 
Nobody would, he oaid, be happier than htmeelf and hio colleagueo to see the 
Treoonry Bench oectmied by a Miiiiairy which could command the oupport of the 
Iriendh oppooite. ue would be only too glad if the union of the portieo oppo^itn 
would not be only a union of a day or a moment, not merely union on a negiitive 
t>oli(7, which aurely wan not a platform on which tho problemo of the country 
could be dealt with, but some more exteuolve and more fruitful combination 
between the great portieo. 

28th. MARCH The Aeoembly thio morning by 56 voteo to 45 refected the 
Finance Bill In the form recommended by the Governor-General. The Scum also 
rf*]ccted by 55 votes to, 45 the demand for a grant of Ro. 1,65,000 In reapect 
of the Information and Broadeaatinit Uepattment Introdueting the recom- 
mended Bill, the Finaneg Member explained that it ineorporated four amendmeott; 
The first two related to depoeito under the EPT provioiono. They provide that in 
reopect of any chargeable accounting ^wriod auding after Dee. 31. 19^, 'Tn rdatioii 
any peraou who is a company,** it shall be 19/64, and in relation to any other 
]7/6i. If, in reapect of any chargeable aeeouuting period ending after Doe. 81, 
1943. a person who had deposited a farther aum equal to 17/64 of the EPT payable 
showed that the amount of the income-tax and auper-tax payable exceeded 15/64 of 
the amount of the EPT ao much of the deposit shall be refunded, ao that the total 
of the depooit made and the income-tax and super^tax payable doeo not exceed one 
half of the EPl*. The loot amendment related to the achedule of rates of auper-tax. 
It provided that a rebate of one anna In the rupee aball be allowed on the total 
inoome aa reduced by the amount of any dividend declared in respect of the pra- 
viotti year's profits for the asaeoamant for the ear ending BAaroh 31. 1945. 

Mr. Bhulahhai Deeai, Leader of the Congreea Party, opposed Che motion for 
raeonaidaration of the Bill in the recommended form. He said that the oooaaion 
which had brought back the Bill was not without precedent and but for the pro- 
vision in the Government of India Act one would have thought that the Govern- 
ment would exercise its powers without asking this body, which had east a deli- 
bmte vote yeaterday againot the Bill, to reconsider it again. Yaaterday the House 
had rejeeted the Bill by a majority of one, which was, in feet, a vote of 56 agaiost 
18 io far aa the eleetea members of the Assembly were oooceroad. Even out of 
this 18, if they took into aeeount the eonslderation which the membera of the 
foropean Group had extended to Government, it came to thio that in ao far aa the 
real voice of this country was ooueerued, it waa a vote of 56 against eight It was 
an Impntation of lack or commonaanae to ask them to reeouaider what the House 
had been considering for quite a long time. Whan the Bill waa in the eonaidera- 
tion stage for about aeven daya, when eveiy Party had expressed opinion on it, 
they haa made it quite plain that it would not ba poastbla, on the ground of 
priodiple aa well aa owing to the deteriorating eonditiona in the eonntry, that this 
Bill tor iuppllea would ever be voted. Ever aince ^ war and since India waa 
declared a partner in the war, the country had been denumding that her alBrin 
abould— at least during the emergency— be managed on principles different to those 
under which"" they were being hanaled. It waa then made clear that those who had 
tho responsibility (d Anding the money and reoonroao for the proaeontioo of the war 
abould also have the privilege of carrying out poliolea for the purpose of ditboree- 
ment. The question could only be aolved if HMG began to raalim that, however 
eminent or able the individual personnel of the Government might be. it wea the 
oonfidenea of the people which waa the bedrock and foundation of government^ 
daring a period of war. Mr. Deaal recalled that in 1939, soon after the war brake 
out. Government brought a aupnlementary budget asking for Ka. 2 ororea lor war 
purposaa. It was intended merely for propaganda. Aa Britain waa ipandlhg Ba. 14 
erorea every day, ha had then pointed opt that there wee not muoh rarpoae ie the 
Government of India coming before the House and saying **Qive us Be. 2 eraies for 
the proeeeution of the war.** It was true that the eitaatioo at that time was 
^ihieiit and the wer wea still far away from'the K and W hoidera of the emmlry. 
Xdday the eooalry waa in a different poeitioa. Ae he had poiiited out yeelarf e y. 
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fMh the Alllfi night bt aoofldml of wisolBf tho wir. it woo not ntnly nlBtVf 
Mooew thot «•§ goiiiK to eolTO thoMobiM^ w fhtt world. lodioA iiwM win hM 
ofodiftd tho iituation tbooghl^ ond tao •totoonai of dUfcionit ooontfioi agmd with 
tho Tiow. tbot it woo non tho pioblon of tho poooo to follow. Tho doiatloo tad 
tho wmlUy of tbot pcoeo woo going to dotamioo tho fotoio of tho world. 

Iwooms-Tax Awnra. Bill 

M th. MARCH Tho AooomblT t^j todt np tho Ineono-tox Act {Anoad* 
nont) BUi. llio *1107-00- joo-oom” odiomo ptopom in tho Bill woo tho noia objoft 
of eritieiom by opeokero on tho Jinonoo Monoor'o motion for eoniidorotioa of tho 
Bill M roported n))oa by the tjoloet Oonmitleo. BIr Bmry Riehardatm^ Loodor of 
tbo Enropoon Group, oupportod tho prinei^o of od? onoo poynont ii inoono-tox 
ood onper toz introdueod in 6oo« 18/A. 00 told ho oupportod it oo on onli- 
inilotionory ond purely temporory meoouro. Hlo group. howoTor. felt it would 
bo¥0 boon better to boTe embodied it in tho Finonee Bill to tbot it would oomo 
up lor eonoldenition year by year initood of being ouibrined in 0 permonont mooiuro 
oneh 00 the Ineome-toz Act itoelf. Mr. Bamratan Gupia pointed out tbot thoro 
mm other methode then that propoeed In oee. 18A to oehiofo the onti-inilotiooory 
effeet. For instonee, there were erreero of Income- tax outitanding, mainly from 
big buaineta men, which according to an eatimoto, amounted to Be. 75 ororoo. 
I'ho Finance Member, replying, warned BHtlah and tndlao buoineoa men to xomombor 
that the Budget propoMlo were moderate only bcoaueo of tho prorfaion for 
immobilisation of excess purchasing pewer» if no anti-inflationary aetion of this 
kind were to be taken at the present time, tben tbo scale of new taxation would 
bo entirely inadequate and income-tax and super-tax isrighl ha?o to bo stepped np 
drastieatly. As regerds duration, bis own obfect was to deal with the pfiiODt 
situation, and to that extent it might bo eeid that the meatnro wee temporary but 
not in the aenae of being only lor a ehigfe year. The Bouae pooecd the motion for 
oonaidlBration and ad]oariied. 

POUTICAL Rifoeiis m Balugbiotav 

iOlh. MARCH :-«The Assembly today passed Hmnabemda Liaquat AU Khm*e 
resolution moeed on March 1 recommending the appointment of a committee with a 
majority of elected members of the Owstral Legislature to recommend steps ta be 
taken to introduce constitutional reforms In BsluchietsE on lines eimilac to thooe 
in other ProTinect of British India. The GongreeSk Nationaliat and olhwr portim 
•upported the reeointion and the Goeernment did not eballenge a dlTlsIou when 
it wae put to the Beuae. 

Sir Olcf Caroe, Secretary, Exsemal Aifaira Dqmrtment, quoted from e t a t e m ente^ 
made on behalf of the Mualim League dcclarbg that the tyitem of British pertta- 
meatary democracy or repreeeniaiiTs instltutiooi of weetem democracy were totally 
unanited to India and their impooition on India, would be a diaease. Be asked the 
Hbnee to couttder If the Potheae of Baluebisten bad not got their own form of 
looal anlonomy. which echoed the Ideae which Mr. Jinoafa had in mind when he 
condemned the introduction of western conetituiionel syetem. 

The NVr Frontier, which included Baluchistan, would always be a matter of 
tremendoua import of India and one which required treatment with the ntmoei 
graeity and underitanding and not aa an arena for political mauonefringa of aax 
kind. Only in so far aa parilca iii thia country could stand togther to deal with 
qusatiooa i» defence end security that the picture which tb^ saw of greater India 
would be cet in a firm frame and that was a point on which he begged the House 
to meditete upon closely and carefully. Ha ielt that them was a oetter chaace of 
oarrieg and setting that frame If the tiibee ceme ioto Indiana orbit on tho basia of 
loeal autonomy and not of being fdieed into tbo Britlah-Indian mould. 

Bipaie or Delhi Moaqomi 

Sir Mohammed Yamin Khan mofcd e meolotion reoommeDding eertafa elspa 
to bo taken by Government tor the repair and maintenanea of moMoca in New 
DeUkL He cald that eyerybody. to whatever faith be betaged, had the rl^t of 
worship ia hie temple, ebnreh or morane. The Government ahonkl late 
rcapoaalblUty for eafegnaidlag thic right, at waa glad to aota Aat oao of tho 
bouna of tho exeentive Gonueillors, whi^ haa a moique In ita eomppund wm 
alwnya alloted to a Mnriim Oounciltor so that any Mnallm could come asA any hfs 
prayem there. He wanted the. same principle to be ext»ded to all otw bonam 
whi^ had mosques in their compouads.^Tbia eould be dono eHot in|? ■uei i 
hoows to Muslim Oflieeri. Tho debato had not coneludsd when the Hduao adtsoMd. 
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Mam-Omaust Brns 

ffgt MAMB :— Th« AitmMf diMMisR BOo-dUil liilb 194^ nd 
tflMeA BFitliotti difkioi Hr. Jf. il. CBMftWior the eheHMoa el iHUeiiiiML 
feHr Zia^ud^^Din Ahned 'BOfed rtfereece to e edeet eomlftee of im Ml fo 
OMod the Afiffftth Moeliin Ueiftrdtj Aet eo m to pmlde diet dH Odiliel 
Goferomi*iit in^ht oti the reeoaiBieedetioe el e piofliMiei lOiofennieet or the 
Qofenueeot of ee f ndien 6tete ellov etadeete of e eehod ia that prot la oe or 
0lete hi epoeer io the High Sehool csaailoetiaii of the JUicMh Ualfcialtj. Mr. 
J. D* Tyvm^ J^doeetiM deeretarj. oMlving drealetien of the am dll July 81, IMk 
lefcmd to a nomher of poiate vhieh woald aiiee oat of o bill of thia hind on 
whiob the opialon of the prorioeH thoold he tahca. 6a Zia*md^IHm^ aerepdag dia 
Mtiofi for oircalatioo, declared that the UnivenlQ wae not eaikme to have 
authority for iaepeetioii. The Houee peaeed the motion tor ohealadoo. 

The Aieenbly next peneed Mr. AbdtU Ohani^s bill to amead the Delhi Mnelim 
Wakfa Act. A number of bille were inlrodueed by Mr« Katmi, Mr. Ifairang and 
Mr. Krishnatnaekari, 

Iwooiio-Tax AiiBaro. Bni. 


Svd. APRIL :^Tbe Aaeembly today eoneinded the debate on the InooaM-tex 
Amendment Bill end pained it. Daring the final reading, the Floence Member 
•eid tbit the Houae wee right in supporting uorernment in rceletbig amendmente which 
were eeleulated to relax the rigour of the proyiaioni neeeaeary to deal with thoae 
‘who did not play the geme in the matter of paying taxes.** Sir Henry Riehardeon 
thanked the Finance Member for giriug the asaurance that admlniatrative Inatmc- 
tiona would be ieaurd to give due consideration to easea of genuine hardship, and 
the other sssiiranee that the *pay as-you-earn** scheme was temporary and would be 
retained only so long as it was necessary In the eountry’e interests, llie Finanea 
Member's severe criticism of the European Group's attitude towards the advance 
payment system wss unfair to a Oroup which had conaistently supported Govern* 
ment'c war taxation roesaures. The Bill was passed. 

CODIVIOATION OF HiNOU MaRRIAOB LAW 
'The House passed without dirialon the Law Member's motion that the Bill to 
codify the Hindu Law relating io marriage be referred to a ioint committee of both 
Houses. Mr. Bajoria'e stnendment, moved at an earlier sitting that the Bill be 
cimulated to elicit public opiniou, wss lost without division. In today's debate, Mr. 
Afianga Mohan Dam supported the motion but opposed certain provisions of the 
Bill, particularly those relating to the iniroductiou of monogamy and permitting 
*Ssgotra" marriage. Monogamy, he said, was an unsocial institution, and Hinda 
society would commit race suicide if it edopted it as part of its law. Bhai 
Parmanand, opposing the Bill, declared that all reforms mutt be preceded by 
agitetion by the people in general. In the present case, whatever egitation there 
badl>een, it was confined to one partieuler section. Mr. Ramratan Oupta, expreesed 
sympathy with the object of the Bill but thought that this was hardly the time for 
bringing such far-resching and controveraial measures before the House. Many 
Hindu members were not precent, and be doubted if the Houee was competent 
to disciiee these vital social reforms. If the Bill went into select committee, he 
hoped it would be composed solely of Hindus and that Government would allow 
their members to vote eo they liked. The Lew Member, Sir Aaoka Roy, replying, 
expreseed gretificaiion at the support which apeakera generally bad given to his 
motion. He bad anticipated opposition from Mr. Bajoria, atalwari ^mpion of 
Hiodo orthodoxy as be was, but the only difference In regard to the motion, was 
that while Mr. Bajoria wanted circulation before commitment to the select committee. 
Government intended to move circulation after the Bill had emerged from the 
committee. At regards the remerka made by other epeekere. so far at they dealt 
with detaili, the joint committee would coneider them and make improvement 
where necessery. Every effort would be made to see that no injuatice waa done to 
the Hindu community. Government did not intend to take precipitate eetion. He 
appealed to the House for eesistance in codifying the Hindu Law. Mr. BaJoria*s 
amendment was rejected without a divltion and the Law Member's motion peeeed. 

Approving U. N. B. B. A. Agriiiixnt 
4th. APRIL ;«*The Assembly spent about four hours today dlaeuidng the Corn- 
’s* m9mbsr*s sotios to apmve the United Natione Bdlei and BcEeBlIilation 
Admialitcation Agreement. Elenti epeakeca from the Mnaltm League, Natioualisl 
aao ladepeadent partiee axprsMid geaerai approval of the Agreameat with emlafai 
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ia Hro amadMala tha 

*• MA»«**«* (Killoa^) 

amM to add a iprorlaa tiMl Om otM dr aaaaa of imaoaDtotifa or MiaMtotim 
wbo will aer?a oo aoy body ooDoaotad iHIh too ba aabaiiiifd to tba 

LaiMaMa aad tMr approfal.ia Iba aaaal aunaar obtaiacd« toa rotiiig balag 
eoaflaad to aoa-offidal toonbaia of tba two Hoomo. Mr. Mutam Bkik TMnmg 
iMKQr) ia axpnMiaa appioral raeoaiawodad that aay araa iaiportoal to 
aiflltary oaaratioao of ttia UaiiMl Haaoea. wbleb la atrlekaa to faailoa or diaaaaa, 
aboold ba laoladad in tba baacfltato ba tuA availabla by IkN.B.R.A. 

Uigtaa; appioral of tba U JH JbBJt. Agraamant» ^nad at Waabiagton , on 
Kofoaibar ff, 194A Sir AMlM^uJL^Hagm, LaAatrlca and Oifll enppllaaltobar, 


aaplalnad in Iba Aaaambly to^ay tba ooomtioiia of tba Agmaicnt and 
of tba Qbllgatiooa it aoUdlad. Tba daolaioa to parideipata in tba Agfaaaaaat, ba 
mada It clear, reatcd entlialy witb tba L^alatlfa booiea of tba diffarent coontriaa. 
If tba Aaaambly did not abprofo bia motion, India would withdraw from tba 
organiaation. Sir idaiauf Suqm refamd to the reeommendatlon of tbaU^B. Oon- 
graaa to rariaa tba tarma of iu Agxaemant to bring the diatreaa in India within tto 
aeoM of relief by the UJf Thia xaeommendation would now go to tba 

U.]MrR.B«A. for Anal deoiaion. 

Mr. T, 2*. Kruhnamaehari, morlng bia amendmeot. aald tba Bouaa bad baan 
plaeed in a dilemma to being naked to conalder a deelaion which bad already baan 
mada. He naked the (tommeroa Member what would oltimatalj be the approjpriala 
anthority to rota funda on behalf of India. Ba ai>ked lor an aaanrance that in ^ 
matter of rapreeantation and further eommitmanta. Gorarnment would conault the 
legialatnre in the only manner in which it could ba aacartained. lodiab atatna in 
tbaae iotamatlonal bodiea waa unreal ; but he did not wiab to any that India aboald 
ba unaympathetic to tba auiTeringa of people outaide her own bordera. 

tiir f^ed§rick James aupported the reaoluiion becaoae he beliered it wan good 
buaineaa, good international policy and, particularly in the Far Kaat, a token of 
lodia'a deaire to be good neighbour to thoaa countriea with which aba had bad, and 
would continna to hare, intimate relatione. He reminded tba Houae that Indw 
had a apacial intereat In liberating Far Eaatern conntrien, not only beeauaa of 
humanitarian oonaiderationa, but becauae there were large numbera of Indian 
aettlera there. 

Mr. Seogy ezpieaaed the hope that the acopa of the U.N.R.R.A. in regard to 
Ita working would not ba ao extended aa to affect our future intarnalional relation- 
abipa with other parta of the world In regard to commerce. 

Dr. Sir Zia-ud»lHn Ahmed aald Gotarnment abould not enter into any com* 
mitmanta, financial or otbarwiae, on behalf of India without tba rota of tba 
Home. 

Mr. Askar Ali did not want that the country abould enter into an agraemant 
today, only to find ahe waa Onable to meet her com mitmanta later on. 

Mr. V. V* Deshmukh thought that India would be well adviaed to participate 
in thia laudable plan. The aacrificea which India waa making at preaent would not 
go In Tain and he hoped aha would be able to adTOcata her cauae-*aTen aa Ohioa 
bad dona in the political aphare. 

ath. APRIL Tba Aaaembly concluded diaeuaaion to-day and paaaed tba follow* 
ing motion ^ . 

**Thla Aaaambly approTaa of the U.N.R.R.A. Agreement cignad at Waahlogtoo 
on Norambar 9, 1943. In azpreaaing ita approral, thia Aaaembly recommenda that 
any area important to military oparationa cn the United Nationa which ia atricton 
by famine or diaaaaa abould be Included in banafita to ba mada aTailabla by United 
Kationa and Rahabilitatton Adminlatration.'* 

In the oonraa of hla reply to the debate on the motion, the Commares Memker 
ga?a bia own parapnal gneaa of Indiana contribution to the U.N.R.R.A. ao about 8 
or 10 croraa of ropeea but added that it waa for tba legialatnre to fix it. 

P^. Bamrfm. leader of the Nationaliat Party, welcomad Indiana partldpatlpn 
in the 1J1I.R.R.A. but related that the OoTgrnment of India bad not cooanltad 
tba ItoMatnia on tbia important qnaatkm before aigning the Agraemant. Ha urged 
Gowamant to ahcapt Mr. Kriahnamaebari’a amandment Ha anggaatad that India 
abould ba rapraaanM not merely In the Oouneil of the UJN JQt.A. bat on all 
eommitlaaa witb wbleb aba waa diraetly or indiiactly conoarnad. Her contribution 
muat ba fined, ba anggaatad. oo tba baaia of one par cant of the OantraT- Garam* 
mauffa net lufioiia In tba piu-war normal yaara. On tba queatloa of aupp^duf 
ha thoagbt no ioodgtiilna aboald na azpo^ in viaw of the atortaga la 
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tht floutrr. Mr. BuerjM ntiad that apprnxUto imngnmaDtt dwald ba mda fw 
nUif and idiabilltotfloa of the people in Bengel. 

Nawokuada lAaqat AU Khan^ Depatj l^der of the Muelim league Party, 
■tated that Bengal had aiiirered mncJi more than any country under eneny ooeupation* 
He did not aee any reaaon why ancb areas ahonld be depneed of relief which waa 
to be aiveu in the name of humanity. Am regards Inoia’c eontribntion, he was 
glad to know that the Cioveiniuent of India had not accepted the principle of one 
per cent of ^the national vincome. He urged the Commerce Member to giro an 
asaorance that no money would be provided from Indian revenues withont the 
Assembly's sanction. 

Winding np the debate, the Commerce Member, Sir Atizul Hague answered 
the criticism that Gorernmeut had not taken the Hoofs into confidence before 
signing the agreement. He pointed out that there was^no time to do this after the 
revised draft was received by Oovernment but he empUasiBcd that the signing of 
the agreement was subject to ratification by the legiaiatnre. Had India not signed 
the agreement, he stated, she would have b^ siii*;Ird out from among the 44 
nations and it would be said that ehe had not accepted the principle of international 
relief. On the question of contribution, tlie CommekM Member paid India bad from 
the very beginning ukeii up the attitude that ber cohWibntion must be on the baaia 
of her capacity to pay, having regard to the economic diatreas prevailing in many 
parts of country, it was mainly with reference U India, he t>ointed out, that 
tha criterion of one percent of a couiitr>*s national^ iin^ome bad been amended. The 
Oommeroe Member giving hia own [^rsonal guess said he estimate India’s contribu- 
tion OD the basis of her capacity at Re. 8 to Rs. 10 crorea. ft waa, however, 
purely his own personal estim.ite and tlie House woiH4 have the fullest opportunity 
to decide as to what should be India’s contribution, am to whether she should pay 
in foNign credits or supplies, be would conenlt the trade and con merctal interest 
on the subject. Government had, he added, taken up the questioL of the intereats 
of Indians in occupied territories and were collecting data whu-li would be necessary 
for purpoaea of relief. The Commerce Member regretted he. could not accept Mr. 
KitahuamaebariV amendmeat as it was impracticaole but he would be prepared to 
coofider the auggestiou that India ihould have a noo-ofii)^'il representative when 
queationa of high policy were discussed. Mr. Nairang’L amendment was in the 
nature of a recomracnaslion to the U. N. R. R. A. and if the House tlectded-io 
vote for it, he would not object. 

The House rejected Mr. Kriahnamachari's amendment and pMi^ Mr. Gbulam 
BUk Bairaug's amendment, 'ihe reaolutiou as amencted waa then pdaaed. 

CODIFICATIOV OF HllCDU LaW OF MaBKIAGB 

Earlier, the House elected the following members to aerve On the Joint 
Oommittee to coofider aud reiHirt on the Bill to codify the Hindu relating 

to ipurriagc 

Metara. Lalchand Navalrai, GoAind IVshmukh, RAijnsth Bajoiia, Lakabroikanta 
Mwllni, Btikania Has, Anatignmobau Dam, Ghulam Bhik Bairang, Mrs. Renuka 
Bay and iSir Ashok Roy, Law Member. 

After passing the motion on, U. N. R. R. A., the Assembly sdjonrned for luneh 
and met again at 4 p^m. when the President announced that the Governor-General 
had disallowed Mr. Bauman’s adjoummeDt motion regarding alleged misbehaviour of 
troopa near Jamshfdpur on ihe ground that It could not St diecuased without 
detriment to public iaterfst, (cries of ahame.) 

The motion had been permitted to atand over till to-day and tha Chair had 
Bzad 4 p.m. lev debate on it. Tha Assembly at ibis stage adjourned *tine die,* 


The Bengal Legislative Assembly 

Opeaiaf Day— Calmitta — the let. Febmaiy 1944 

MnianT's Food Fouot 

A feelins reference to the desifa of Bir John Herbert, Istely Goremor of 
Bengal was lijsde by the Speaker. Mr. 8utd SauBker AH, when the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly met for its budget session in Oalentta on the let Fabmary 
SS44. He said that Sir John Herbert*a death in India under very esoeptional 
circumstances would be a memorable event. ^ 

Dr. NaJLinaksha Sanyal, Oltief Whip of the Official Congress Party, moved an 
adjourn men i motion to discuss *the distress and panic prevailing in many parts of 
Bengal due to c.ontinued rise in prices of rice and paddy from the beginning of 
December last following the announcement of the Bengal Qoveinment'a *aman* pur* 
rbsse scheme based upon the spiiointment of a limited number of big 
I'ab'Utta n rrcbaiits hs their chief agents for procuration.*’ Olij'^eting to the motion 
Mr. ff, 8, Suhrnwnrdjf^ Miiiiater for Civil Supplies, said that tha whole bnaia of 
the motion waa wrong aa there waa neither anv panic nor any rise in the prices 
ihrongliout Bengal. **As a matter of fad, he contiiiiifd, **sDy body who ia in 
touch with the market will know that there is s fsll in the price in msuy parts of 
Bengal ( 'Question, question” from the UptM>aitioD ix iiches). 3 here if also no 
question of any panic except that attempts are being made by certain psraons to 
I ugiocer such panic. There is, however, a lar|^ section of pt*opIe who cannot sfibrd 
to buy St these prices, but that is entirely a different matter.” 

Half a dozen speakers from the Ot*|>ositlon benches and only one from Govern* 
ment side, spoke on the motion. The Opposition Bt>enk4ra mainiained that prices 
of rice and paddy were low at the lieginning of the season, but aa soon as 
Government's 'aman* procurement scheme was announced and sub*sgents of 
Government agents began to operate in the market, prices began suddenly to rise. 
Dr. 8, P. ifookerjee said that it was a matter of d^> regret and anxiety that in spite 
of the assistance which had bevn offered by the Government, of India and the bum* 
per winter crop with which nature bad blessed this province, there were no clear 
iodicaiioDS that the province had really turned the corner. C)De ot the factora for 
the rise In prices of foodmins, he remarked, was ' bankruntoy of Government 
policy and inefficiency of its administration.” Beplying to the debate, Mr. H. 8, 
Suhrawardy said that the situation was indeed very difficult and rcquirid the co* 
operation of ail parties and of all persona of good-will. Instead, be found that a 
deliberate attempt waa being made by certain persons and parties to create panic in 
the minds of the people. He declared tliat in many places the pricea of nee and 
paddy had fallen and in many other places ihe^e were falling, due to Government 
measures. He wsa prepared to admit that there were places in which prices bad 
risen and were rising. Hu explained that until there were arrsiii^emeots for better 
distribution and more transiKirt facilities were available to them, it was quite clear 
that it would take some time before food graitis could be moved from the surplus 
lo the deficit areas. Mr. Is^iihrswardy defended the appointment of Government 
agents instead of utilising tlte services of local traders. He hoped that if Govern* 
ment was allowed to go on with its |H)licy without any interference from any 
political party, the prices must fall. He did not wish to see them fall to an un- 
seemly level. They liad to see that the prices fell to a level which was not unfair 
to the producer or the consumer. 

The adjournment motion was talked out and the House adjourned. 

Sales Tax Amend. Bill 

2nd. FEBRUARY ; — Doubling of the present rate of sales tax of 3 pies in the 
rupee and exemption of 'poor men's cloth,’ such as dhoties, lungis and aarees, 
whether handloom woven or mill-made upto a certain price limit, to be fixed by 
the Provincial Government, were proposed in the Bengal Finance (Bales Tax) 
Amendment Bill introdneed lo-day. Moving consideration ol the Bill, Mr. 7*. C. 
Ooswami, Finance Minister, recallecf that the current year's budget estimates 
showed s deficit of Rs. 7.:j7.O0,00C\ The deficit, however, was likely to be consider- 
ably larger. Hence the need for raising additional revenue. The proposed increas^ 
taxation, he was satisfied, would no* impose any hardship on the people. The 
Opposition tabled several motions urging circulation of the Bill for eliciting public 
opinion. Their point of view was that the measure was "ill-timed” and would prove 

* For list of Members See 2043 Vol. L 
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A VnithiDg barden" on the people of the proTince in ite preeent ecoiiomic condition. 
The dieouiflioni hid not ooneluded when the House ndjonrned till the nt>zt dsT, the 
M. FebroMiy, when by 90 to 63 Totes, nn Opposition motion, nrieing the circulntioii 
of tlio Bill was lost. Speaking on the motion, Or. 8. P, Hooker jee referred to the 
catastrophic famine condition ^tbroupb which the prorince had passed and said that 
Goferoment would be earning the curse of the people if they imposed any further 
burden on them at the present time. Ue pleaded for approaching toe Central 
Goeernment iipr financial assistance. Replying to the debate, tne Finance Minister, 
Mr. T. C, OoBwami, said that the Bengal Gorernment had already approached the 
Central Goremment for financial assistance. The whole matter was at present in 
a state of negotiation, and he was, therefore, not in a position to state what measure 
of assistance they were likely to receive from the Centre. Ue however assured the 
House that the Central Government were convinced upto a point of the justifiabi- 
lity of the Bengal Government’s claim for financial assistance. 'J'he Bill as brought 
forward was passed by the House on the 7tb. February by 97 to 54 votes. 

Klauohter of Cattle for Army 

4th. FEBRUARY : — ^'Phe question of slaughter of cattle to meet (he requirements 
of the army was raised in a non-ntficial resolution to-day. After discussion, tiie 
following agicid nsniiition, as moved by a member ot the Opposiiiun and as 
amended by » member of the Ooveinmeiit Pariy, was passed iiiianiniously : 

“This AsKembly is ot the opinion that in view of the importance of cattle for 
all auricultural iiiirj>oBcs and of milch cows for hraltli, and in view of rapnl 
decimalioii of cattle due to iiidHcrimiiiHte slaughter for ahiK^mal food supply lor 
military purpon s, a represt-ntefioii be n»ad<* by the (Government of Be» tal to the 
Goveriimeiir of India to stot> the piirehaf-e of calile in Bengal ft r the niiiiiary." 

Mr. 1). N. Srn (Opposl:iiiii>, who moved the resoliuioii. n railed that the 
Governmviit of India imd ihsumI ordera that no milch or pret^nant eoMs and bul- 
locks under 10 years rif age shnidd be siMiigiiterod and instriKMions ln.d also been 
leaned to psss no animal widnh came under the pioteeled easegury v. i cn piCM’tiud 
at the military shtugliter honst*. But tltcse checks, aceoidmg to tjic speaker, were 
not anccesefui in liteir imd the siiunMoii had not impro\ed. Mr. ben sug- 

gested that to meet the r(qMirrri!CiitH of the deteiiee services meat should he im- 
ported from other Alli'd cuniitiios and pioper chnks should be insti(in(?d to regu- 
late the slauifhtcr of cattle. Mr. B'. Shpwiih (ICuropriiii Group) said that in 
caae it was found that theie wps a shortage of su])ply, meat alinuld he rnti> ind 
and the Civil Supplies Minister must also examine the pjossihiliry of olitnining 
supplies of froz' ii meat rroiii overseas. Intervening in the dchati’. the Chict Minis- 
ter, Hir Nazimu Idin told the House that cv(*ii before the (lovcrnn ent. rcf civcd 
notice of (his ri-sulution they had taken up the quotion vith ijie local military 
authorities and he hud received a letter from Maioi-Gcncral Htiiurt who had for- 
warded a brief note on the lumy system of ubtaining local fresh bu| plies without 
ene.|oachiiig on civil supplies. In forwarding the note, Major-General tStnart said : 
**We are doing our very utmost to take the minimum amount of our nquiremciits 
from within the province. We appriciate, however, that one cannot he at wur and 
have so many tr(X>i s in a province without nfTccting the norma) i very day lib* of 
the civilians. 1 think the situation ngarding meat, eggs and milk is a universal 
me all over India. But you ran sec fi'iun the note that wc are endeavouring to 
be aeir-containcd and dependent on oiir own rcsotirces to the greatest possible 
ezteut.” The Assembly at this stage adjourned. 

AciiucuLTURAi. Income-Tax Bill 

lOtb. FEBRUARY :~-Thc Bengal Agricultural Income Tax Bill, reported by the 
seloct committee, was tila<'od for consideration to-day by Mr. T, C, Ooswami, 
Finaiicy Minister. For the first time agricultural income was sought to be taxed 
in Bengal by this messure, the taxable miidmum being an annual income of 
Rs. 3,500. Mr. S, N, Biatraa (Bose Group in op|K»8itioii) moved an amctidmeot 
urging the recommittal of the Bill to the Select Committee with the direction that 
the prooeeds of this taxation should be ear-marked for the benefit of the agi icuitur- 
iete and that the measure should be a teini^rary one. The discussion was adjourned 
till the i4th. February when by 92 to 54 votes, the Assembly rejected an 
amendment moved on behalf of the Bose Party in opiH)sition urging for the 
recommittal of the Bill to the same Select Committee. The Government's motion 
for taking the Bill into consideration clause by clause was then passed without a 
division. During the discussion ou the Bill clause by clause, the Finance Minister, 
Mr. T. C\ Oosnami, indicated that the Government’s inientiou was to bring the 
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FidviMons of the Bill into ot^ritlon from tlie beKinnini; of the nest AiiiinetAl jeer. 
On the nest day. the 15th; PebriBry. during the vet'ond rending of the Bill the 
Einroveeji ilroiip yoteil witli the Uppoeition on en emetidmeiit uovtid hy the teller. 
The emendmeiit. which wee lont by 74 to 6S vo(c!i, Hoiijdii to briiifc the Bill into 
line with the Itidiiiii 1 iicoine-THX Act by ixcluiMti); evnctilturel Iticome of e ceeuel 
and noii-reciirrinK nature from the Hcofie of the Bill. In another diviaioii on an 
Opiioaition ameiidment to the Bill, when the Kiiro|ieau group remained neatrah the 
(vovernment won by a majority of i:i volet while in two other divitiona, Govern- 
inent majority wat jO. European group voting with them. 

Fooii Pbicrb in Bbnqai< 

I Uh. FEBRUARY The fixation of minimum prieca of rice, pudriy and jute 
ill parity with the oriceii of other comnioditieH wat urged in a non-ollicial reeolalioii 
tiioviil H in*»mb«T of the tSnrat Bo^e group- *lhe reHolutioii, which wat lo»t with- 
out A ilivieion, deniAiiiled that imniediate ateps Khoiild be taken by the Bengal 
I ioveriiniciiL iit tiiin and the iViitra) Ctovcniroent ahottid l»e moved in the 

cmtiei' if iM'<‘eet*niy. iU*t*lyitig to the d«bate, Mr. //. 'irr/v. MiiiiKicr lor 

i'lvil hupi'lira, h«dd ihat t'licee bad fallen and were falling in (‘iTtniii ureua. The 
poHiiioii of < hivertimi III wae that tloy would k«cp n eharp irok-niit regarding prirea. 
(loveriiin* lit rouH.dcrcd timt |trtete at the idomk hi in Bengal aa a whole, 

were above the level at which the Minister would like to hh' it tall. He hoped that 
by their | rof iireniciit |mlii*y they would he able to lower pru'ea atill further. Alier 
< iovfrnniri t had Imm n able to move fo-^dstulfH from ibe Hirptua to the deficit areas, 
they Wiiiild <‘(ni>.ider ibo qiiestioii of atarting cheap grain ahopa where a lar}:e 
!»nmbtr of lo vere no ibb? to buy even at a ndncid rate. He atatrd that 
(ioveruiTo nt v.crc atiil pi.r>4iti?ig tbeir relief meaauritR and had kept gruel kiicbeiis 
ooen ill r.'riiiin mcaa. lie npttcaled^ to ibe membera of the House to use their 
iiitluGiiro in imliKC the ptn p!e to tnkc bajin. .S» tar as the qiieation of fixation of 
uiiiiimiuii pric* a or ri*'e mid paddy was coiicorned, be anid that the Bcugid Govern- 
nieni would have to uki* Ibc cenoient of the (•overiimcnl of India before taking 
any such step. The Miiiin'cr a“cf i-tcd the principle ot the reHoliiMOii, bur he thought 
it was not a practi^Mil proonaiiimi ntnv having regard to the pivnent condition. The 
reauluiion was pui to vote and waa lost without a diviaion. 

Uationino in OAl.CUTr.V 

I4tb. FEBRUARY The *v/»coAr/- ruled out an adjournment motion tabled by 
Hr. tS. i\ yfitoh'rjtu’ to-day to diH OiKH e aiinatioii uriaing nut of the defecte iu the 
working of the raiioni ig achrme ho t'uicuMa which has become manifeat after its 
npcriuion for a fortnight, wbi li. if not forthwith removed, will aeiioiihly endanger 
the hcaltli of the taMplc.” that the matter was of great importance. l>r, 

MtKikerjee pointed rot that the niHitiier in wldch ihe scheme had been sought to no 
uorked nut hiol < reatvd a siitiation which tbiRatenrd the life and healrh of tlie 
ifopte of the ci^y. He remarked tlmt in view ot the nariire of the allcuationK which 
iiad been made the siatenicnt api'ended to the motion and the ph>siial .deinotis- 
t ration of which he t-roposecl to place before the Honsc, he hoprd that, the motion 
would be allowe*!. Pieaeiiting before the Houee some packagea ot foodsMiflii, Hr. 
Mookerjtc rcmaikid: ••Tbtre are lo's of inseeda in them.'* i d ueling to leave being 
granted for the motion. Mr. Fazlur Hah man, Chief Whip of the fiovernmt nt Party, 
said that the matter was neitbtr urgent nor of rreenr oi cnrrmce. JJc maintained 
that the nature of defecta as sBeg<d by Dr. Mooktrjee l ad not bten iiidicated. nor 
had it bvcn shown how it affected the life and hraith of tbe people. It waa basid 
lulv op a prcsiimptioii. 

Ibc i hutr tluii ruled the motion out of order witbont assiguiiig any reason. 

Govt. Gallouhness to>*tobm VicriMi^ 

All (tt^poai'ion mntuni, wbi^di sought to discuss the *VMil:)n*n<^)rs and indiffireiice 
sTiovni.by the aiuboritiea in not stteuding to rbc victims of a storm, wbich was the 
ranee of aitikinu t>t the ateamahip *Rudra’ operatir.g ni the Hniaphat-Hagerhat line 
and many c*)untry boats in th» river Kacha in the district of Barissl.fii enpitfesaing 
the news for 11 days so tliat relativea and the aynipatheiic public •ouia not do 
ihek Utile tdt in ibia lUiitter, and in ordering the ho ding of only an < fficial enquiiy 
at a place far renioied from the place of occuricncc'' was alao ruled out of order. 

Mr. .'iiAiiAT BoeE'f< Rki.ease 

Ifiili. FEBRUARY : -The Govemmeoi of Bengal had olli ially no lovus sloadr 
in the matter of release, or traiiafer to Bengal, of Mr. Sarat rhendra Iftare, ooid 
i^ Chief Minister. Sir .Vac /nuddr a .'replying to a question in the Assi'mbly to-day. 
Aahed if the Chief 3Iinlatcr waa aware that the allowance given to Mr. Boaa% 
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fially was faiadMiiata «id Uiat il did nol eo?«r avni bla iotiinnee incaiiuin, Fir 
Nasiniiddio Mid : *1 bare got aome official knowledge on the aubieet. But tl.i* 
matter la now noder eorreapondeuoe with the Government of India and 1 am not 
prepared to diacloae that.** 

Aaked whether the Government of Bmigal or the Miniftera liad approached 
the Government of India for Mr. Boae'a releaae. the Chief Miidaier aaid that officially 
the Government of Bengal had got no loeu$ Btandi nor the Miniatera aa such. But 
in tb^r individual capaeity, they might have taken certain atepa regarding the 
matter. Sir NasimnddiD denied knowlcdged of the materials on which the Gt^ern- 
ment of India bad taken action in the caae of Mr. tBoae. 

After queetion-time, when the Agricultural Income tax Bill came up for 
eonaideratlon. the Minialer4n*charge of the Bill, Mr. T. C. Goawami, nought poat- 
ponement of eonalderation of the Bill on the neat day, an Government wanted 
ttM to apply their mind to the. large numiter of ameiidmenta. which had been tabled 
membera in connection with the Bill. The Houac then adjourned. 


Burning or Housaa at Midnapur 

tatb. FBBBUART One hundred and nlnety*live Congeaa campe and bonnes 
end 81 houaea, etc., belonging to Government, public bodies and private individuata 
were burnt by Government forces and Congreaa rcapcctively during the laat five 
months of 1942, in the aub-divisiona of Tamiuk and Contai (Midiiapore district), 
Mcrordtng to a statement made by the Chief Miiiiater, iSir Nazimuddin during 
queetion-time in the Aaaembly to-day. 

Of ihese cases ol iiicendisriam, alt bnt 29 occurred, he stated, before the 
cyclone which passed over the diMtrict shout the end of 1942. 

The Chief Minister added that, in addition to these, villagers burnt three 
Oongreaa camps and bousea in the district. 

Asked what was the authority of the Chief Minister for asying that kousea 
ware burnt by the Congress, Bir l^aztmuddin said that it was the report of the 
local officers. 

implying to a supplementary question, whether *'iB view of the widespread 
ioeendiariam committed by Government's forces, GovernmcDt waa prepared to 
enqiiirc into the matter,** the Chief Minister said that he felt that it was the duty 
of the Qovenimeat 4hef) in power to have dealt with this question. A Government 
that came into office after an interval of 18 monlha could not go and look into this 
qneation. 

Asked what were the objects in burning bouses of Congressmen and Congreaa 
offices by Government forces, the Chief Minister Said that, aa far as he could find 
ont« it appeared that action in each case waa taken in resroring law and order. 

Asked whether the 'repression scheme* was still continuing in Midnapore dis- 
trict, Sir Kazirouddin aaid that hia report from Tamiuk area was rather bad. I here 
had been eases of kidnapping and realiMtlon of “fines” from those supporting 
"Government forces. Keceiitly in a case, a “fine** of Ra. 5CX) was realised from one 
peraon by aome unknown rarsons. 

The Chief Minister added that he bad also received a representation that cer- 
tain oppressions were committed by the police. He had called for report, andv 
proposed to take action if it waa found that there was any truth in it. **On the 
other hand, I would like to take this opportnnity to bring to the notice of mem- 
bers of the House, that parts of Tsmlnk area ar4 still very bad and there ia every 
reason to believe that persons who are being kidnapped and murdered there, bdong 
both to the Hindu and Muslim communities, and are those who have aupported 
the forces xif Government.” he aaid. 

Answering the question whether the present Gorernment were considering the 
desirability of rehabilitating the destitute pcTSOiis who had been thrown out of their 
homes and belongings as a result of incendiarism and arson committed by Govern- 
ment forces, 8ir Nazimuddin aaid that they bad got no other policy of rehabilita- 
tion apart from the policy adopted by the Revenue Department as relief measures. 


Financial Statement for 1944-45 

The Bengal Budget estimates for 1944-45, introduced next, showed a defecit 
of Ba. 840 lakba. The revenue is estimated at Ra. 2.197 lakhs and the expenditure 
at Ra, 3,043 lakhs. The corresponding figures for 1943-44 are revenne Ra. 2,134 
lakha, ex|H>Dditure Ka. 3,254 lakba and deficit Ra. 1,120'lakhB, 

The year 1944-45 will close with a negaiive balance of Rs. 1.C0.5 lakha. Ex- 
plaining why the closing balance waa shown “unaahamedly as a minus one*' and 
he had adopted the nnpieecdanted course of presenting a budget to which no steps 
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been Ulm to mofct good the ezpaoled dopMon of thdr bolonoflb tho rfauum 
Mmtetor, Mr. T. C, Ootwami^ ■tid Ihol in NoTomber loot Um Gofornmnni of 
Bengal addreMed the GtovernniMit of India and asked for a aiibTontlon. 8o far 
no repl]f had been reeeifed from the Goyemnent of India, but he was hopelhl 
that assistance would be forthcoming. **Jn seeking ftnaneial assistance from the 
Centre in our present difficulties. 1 do not eonsider it is charity for whieh we are 
asking** said the Finance Minister. ***11is financial settlement that go?ems the 
allocation of revenue between the Centre and the Proyinces was designed for 
normal times and in the circumstances of to*day it would be as inequitable as 
it would be impracticable to suggest that Bengal must work out its own salyallon 
within the limits of the Nieifieyer Award. 

The Finance Minister added that he had eome to believe in the motto 'Heaven 
lielps those who help themselves’ and in the two years 194344 and 1944*45 be 
ho()ed to raise ten crores more leveniie than was raised in the two preceding 
yearn, apart altogether from larger receipta under income-tax. He hoped, therefore, 
that it would be agreed that *'we have bestirred oureelves to good purpose*” At the 
same time he did nut wish to convey the impreesion that ^we have exhausted our 
own rcsourt'es or tlist I shall not be called upon to mnke futher demands on the 
taxpayer before the end of the year.” 


Goar Of Famine Relief Operations 

No event in recent years had so stirred the public ooneeience se the Bengsl 
famine, and it was no hyi)erbole to say that the history of the provinoe during 
the two years 1943-44 and 1944-45 was the ule of that famine and the measures 
taken to combat if. to deal with its aftermath and to prevent a recurrence. The 
revised estimate of the cost of famine relief operafione in the current financial 
year was Hs. 565 Iskhs. The Finance Minister said that the people would ever 
remember the deep sympathy and understanding that prompted the Viceroy, 
Ix>rd Wavell’s visit. Bis decision to put the Army on the job was an outstanding 
decision, realistic and states man like. The asaistsnee given by the Army brought 
about an immediate improvement in the famine situation and when epidemics, the 
inevitable aftermath of famine, made their appearauee. the Army again cams to 
the rescue. 


Famine relief expenditure in 1944*45 was estimated at Es. 961 lakhs. ”Ws 
are hoping that with euetained improvement in the economic situation it will bs 
poasibls to effect considerable reduction in expenditure on test works and gratuitous 
relief’, said the Finance Minister. **The budget accordingly provides for half a 
crore under test works and a crore under gratuitous relief. B^ial medical ope* 
rations will however have to be continued for a good part of the coming year, and 
the estimate on this account has been put at Ks. 62 lakhs.” 

The cost of the Civil Biippliea Department was one crore of ru}>ees in 194844 
and Ra. 148 lakhs in 1944-45. These figures did not include the loss on the l>e* 
partment’s trading which had been placed at Re. 3} crores and Rs. b eroiea 
respectively. 

No eeparate provblou bad been included in the estimate for rehabilitation of 
the people ruined as a result of the famine but it was certain that large eami 
would be required for the pur|)ose. Thie was the great problem before them, the 
after-famine problem, said the Finance Minister. Short-term schemes had actively 
been taken in hand and would be dovetailed into long-term projects, involving 
legislation and large financial outlays which aimed at the permanent gtaelioration 
of the condition of the people. , .... 

The Finance Minister said that the total capital outlay involved in the eurvent 
year in the large-aoale trading trausnetiona by the Government to promote heel* 
thier marketing conditions in respect of certain conimodities, principally loodgiatna. 
was Rt. 76 erorss. of which Rs. 41 crores was derived from the safe proceeds and 
represented turnover of etoeke. The lose involved in these trenisetlons had been 
pieced at Ra. 34 crorce. For 1944-45 a total outlay of Be. 81 crores end a loss of 
Be. 5 erorss were ectimated. 


Aebanoements to Raise Ponds 


Indicating the means by which the funds for outgoiogs m greatly in exesM 
of revenue reompts had been obtained, the finance Mbistcr^eaid thM in the early 
montha of the current year they relied mainly on the Oeotral Government m 
the neceeeary ecoommodation and between June and October laet they 
and advanoee totalling^Ra. 12 crores. Later, the Govepment of India indioaM 
that they deeixed the Tt^inoial Government to make their own anantemanta to 
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niM fundi In the open mirket or through Dormil tnde chinneli. Arnngementi 
were, therefore, mide with the imperiel Beiik of Indie for the opening of oeah 
credit eccounte for the fiiieiiciiig of verioui trading o|>eretioiiB, For the ceih 
procurement acheme, e ceali credit attcount with e limit of Ra. 8 crorei repayable 
not later than Deceml>er ill, ]94Ji, waa arranged. The total amount drawn againat 
thii account waa Ka. 221 lakha and the account waa repaid in full on December 31, 
18^ For the **amaii** procMiremcnt at'heme and other cognate acbemea they had 
arranged a caah credit account with a limit of Ka. 25 crorea, repayable not later than 
Dmmber 3>, 3944. 

A apecial provision of Ka. 50 lakha had been made for the Grow More Food 
oampaigii in 1944-45, aaid the Finance Minister. The provision in the current year 
waa Ka. T55 lakha. 'J'he rcaauii why the allotment in the coming year waa ao much 
•mailer was that the ainewa for several of next yeat*a achemea would be purchased 
during the current year. 

The reviaed estimate for the current year under '^Public Health*' waa placed 
at Ra. 82 lakhs a^ainat Ka. 36 lakha in 1912-43. The “h^uipments” for the next 
year were placed at Ka. 61 lak^a. In (he two years the increase in public health 
expenditure over the normal of !!(«. 36 lakha amounted to Ra. 75 lakha. 

Nearly eleven crorea ol rupees have been apeut in one form or other hy the 
Bengal Government on the relief of diatreaa connected with the famine in Bengal. 
This incltidea Ha. 3 j 0 lakha on gratuitous relief. Ka. 125 lakhs on test relief. 
Ka. 53 lakhs on emerpenoy nicdit^al relief, Rs. 46 lakhs being excess expenditure under 
Public Health, Rs. 3jU lakhs being Ions sustained due to sale of foodstuffs to the 
public below cost, or the deliberate depreciation of the valiie of Government stocks, 
Ra. 54.8 lakha on larger expeiichtiire for the Grow More Food achemea; and Rs. 
82.81 lakha on dearness allow mice to low-paid employees. 

ilEJrtiAl/S I^UARE Of Imcomb-Tax. 

Mr. T. C Goswami, Finance Minister, in presenting the budget estimates, 
added the following to hia printed budget statement : 

"Since this statement was according to custom sent to the Press, I have rece- 
ived intimation from the Government of Jndia that our share of the income-tax 
pool, both this year and next year, is likely to be a crore and ten lakhs more than 
was expected when the budget was framed. This extra recipt will reduce our 
revenue deficit to 10 crores, 18 lakha this year and 7 crores. 36 lakhs in 1944-45”. 
The Assembly at this stage adjourned. 

Death of Mrs. Gandhi Cokdolrd 

S4th. FEBRUARY *'*She represented the best land noblest in Indian woman- 
bood—quiet and unassuming and yet resolute and devoted to her duty”, observed 
the Deputy Speaker, Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Haahemy, making a reference 
to the death of Mrs. Gandhi in the House this afternoon. Mr. Hashemy 
who presided in the absence of the S|>eaker, added : "She avoided the limelight, 
but never shirked responsibility and devote her life whole-heartedly to the service 
of her country. In spite of many-sided activities, she was a good house-wife. Many 
feel that due to her personal attention, her illustrious husband waa able to achieve 
•uccess in his fields of activity. By her death, India bas sustained an irreparable 
lost.*’ The Assembly decided to send a message of • condolence to Mi^atma 
Gandhi, and adjourned for half an hour as a mark oi respect to the memory of 
the deceased. 

General Discussion of Budqbt 


S5th. to 18th. FEBRUARY The need for the formation of an all-partiei 
Government^in Bengal was stressed by some speakers during the general diaousaion 
of the Budget on the 28th. evening. Mr. OiaMuddtn Ahmed (Krishak Preqa) expreaaed the 
view that only an all parties’ Government could hope to solve, to a certain extent, 
the problems with which Bengal waa faced to-day. The preaent Gtovernor had 
•tartra discussion with the opposition party leaders. His past records showed that 
Mr. Casey was a realist and perhaps he had realised, the speaker added, that the 
problems with which the province waa faced to day could only be laoceaefnlly 
tackled by the united efforts of all parties. Mr. C. Griffitha (Anglo-Indian) nrgw 
the formation of an all parties Government with a non-oommnnid leader at ita 
head. Hia other auggeation was that Section 93 should be brought into operation 
and the Ctovernor tikould administer the affaira of the province with the half 
Advisory Board which ahonld include xeprefentatives of all parties. The 
adiphraed till the next day, the Mtli. Febnary, when Mr. Ahnmd Alt 
(lliniati^let Party) said that there waa a cry m a National Govenment 
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did Dot believe io the deeerten from the CongreeB or from the Iflliielim Leigiie ; the 
country did not went them ; they were not e diBciplined body* Let the otticiel 
Congress come forward and let there be e aettlement between Hindue and Muslinis 
and if in their wisdom they thought that there should be a National Ooreniment, 
let there be such a Gorernmeut. The present Ooeanior of Bengal had already 
held discussions with certain t>ersons. Mr. All would like to warn His Excellency 
that these i>eople did not enjoy the confidence of tlie people of the province. 'J'he 
Assembly Adjourned till Monday, 4h» tsth. Fehruarp, when the general diHcussioii on 
the budget eoncliidtd. Leaders of different parties in the House participated in 
to-day^M de bate whii h continued for nearly aix hours. 'I'he proceedings were lively 
and full of incidents. Mr. A. K, Fazlul Huq, leader of the Opposition, rising: to 
wind up the diHcussioii on behalf of the Opposition, sought the pernusHiou of 
the Chair to allow one of the members of his party to read out his apeech in view 
of the present state of his health. 

rointin^'^ out that there was no precedent for allowing lucli a procedure, the 
Deputy Speaker, Mr. Sayed Jalaluddin Hanhemy. who wrr in the chair, hoatver. 
allowed Mr. Huq to read out his 8pee<‘h, without ri9iiig in his chair. After Mr. Jlu i 
had read out a portion of his speech, one of the Gppositioii members stated tliiii 
Mr. Huq’s strength was failing and some menil^r srionid be allowed (o read out 
his speci li. From the Government side the Chief Whip, Mr. Fazlui Rahnniv took 
objection to such a iirocedure being adopted as he thought it would create a bad 
precedent. 

The ('hair, after puititiug out that the riilcB did not debar or allow such a 
firoceoiirc, in exercise of the preroiititlve vetted in him allowed one of the Gpiiusition 
luemhera to read out Mr. Huq's s)icoch. 

!\lr. Uuq, however, said at this stage that although he waB old and in week health, 
he did nota>4k for any privilege and he would himself read out his Rftefch. After Mr. 
ifuq hod roiicliuicd iiis long siicecli nnd before the Finnnce Miiiif>ter rose to wind 
up the (liSiMission on bthulf of ln»* Government, Dr. NnHnah$hya iSuni/a/ (Official Oon- 
grcHs) said that he had been directed to any on behalf of the Op|X)Bitiou parties 
that in view of the diacourtesy shown to the Leader of the OppoBiiion they would 
take no further part in the day’s proceedings. 

As the <.)f)t)osition parties were withdrawing from the Chamber, the Chsir 
rcniAikcd tintt courtesy demanded that they remained In the Uouae. The Unpo* 
Hitioii parties tlicii retired from the House and tho Finance Minister in a short 
npeech wound up the discussion on behalf of the Government before empty Oppoaition 
benches. 

Ill Ilia speech, Mr. Hnq said that the bankruptcy of the Bengal Government 
as disclosed in the present hiidgiM was appalling and Btaggering. Referring to the 
present Ministry he snid that here tlic Ministers were not responsible to the legis 
liiiure at all, but were resp* nsibh 'o Mr. Jiiiiiali as the head of tlie Muslim league. 
In others words the Miuis-tciH were working ihe machine of provincial autonomy 
not in accordance with the wishes of the people of even tlie guidance of the Gover* 
"or. but ac^’Ordiiiu to the dictates of a d.iiontor utterly ignorant of the real belings 
of the pconle. I he MuKlim l^f-tgue Ministera had refused to co*Of)ente with the Mtis- 
iiiiia w}io v.eie not m the i.eMgue and hence the idea of a National Government 
*' )uld iiiit hr carried out. 11c thought that by (heir irreaponsible policy and nek- 
less cxtrHvngHricc (he Ministry had brought abi ut one uf the moat dcvastaiing 
famines unknowu iii history. 

Oil behalf of the EuiopcHii group its leader, Mr. D Hendry ssiil that no 
Ministry in Bengal had to take olHcc at a more critienl t*mc nor to (act* more 
difficult problems and heavnr respoiisibilitieH than theprCHent Ministry, lie Ihnught 
that the Ministers, individuHlIy and colhc.ivtly, had not ahirktd th>ir icsporiMi* 
bilities. Tiiey had tackled their very dilfi« ult 'probhms with energy f•fld deter 
mination and liad worked well togetiier as a team. Iheii actions hittiiKO eniitied 
them, ill their opinion, to full supfKirt in the House. 

BaK oh fc^TATKMRNT ON KOOI» SITUATION 

,2nd. MARCH The banning by the Government of Bengal of the pubiicafioii 
of a p)int statement, iaaued by the leaders of ^e parties in GpfaiHitiofi, was the aiib- 

of an adjournment motion moved by Mr. AT. S. Hoy, liCader of ihe BengNl 
Congress (Official) Parliamentary Party in ♦he Bengal Legislative Aa«cmi»ly, ffiis 
evening. The motion was rejected by the Hotise by 99 to 79 votes, members of ibc 
Lurop^n group voting with the Government 'I’he mottoii I'avr o/in stated that 
ihe leaders* atetemeui ""criticised the observations of fbe Fuud i^ecreti ry of the 
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Ooranant of Indio oo tha food dtaotioB ia Boigd, to foUMiad cmodU; in the 

lOOll ll6Vf*pAP<n»’* 

Aikiog tot ihe Itoft of the Holimo, lfi» Moy, in n riiort itotemeBi, lud tbat 
it WM reported in the newepepere in Calevttn on Febmery 25 that the Food Beere- 
tery of the OoTornnent of India, Mr. R. B* Hntchinn, made certain obaerfationa 
on the 22Dd February at new Delhi, nn the food aitnation in Bengal in which 
among other thin^ he deprecated all attempta at "taking Bengal into a eeeoad 
lamina” and condemned defeatiem. The leadf^ra of the different paitiea in Oppoai- 
lion in the Bengal LegislatiTe Aeeembly there»f'er, iaiued a joint atatemeot to the 
prem in Oalcntta criticiaing the approa^ made by Mr. Hntchinga in dealing with 
the preaent food aitoation and warniojg the Go7ernn)<)nt againat complacency in 
high quartera and the ezpreaaion of pioua wiahea which had been at the rout of 
the deterioration in the food aituation in thia province Inet year. O > Friday. 
Febmary 25, Mr. J. A. Border. Preaident of tlie Bengnl Chamber of Coiumerce, 
made certain obaerrationa in the courae of hia Preaidenti.il addreaa at thr annual 
meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce that among other thinga “injudiciona 
articlea in the preaa” on the preaent food aituation, amounted to *'fifth column 
actirity.” Shortly after thia, it waa learnt yeaterday that the dovemment of Bengal 
had banned the publication of the joint atatement iaaued by the party leadera and 
hence thia adjournment motion *’ 

The Chief Minister auggeated that public galleriea and the Prraa ahould be 
cleared daring the diacuaaiou of the motion, aa otherwiae the object of banning the 
atatement would be defeated. 

The Chair, however, did not agree with the auggeation. The Oppoaillon ape^era 
eharaoteriaed Mr. Hutchinga’ atatement aa *'beiog incorrect and irrearonBible/' 
They alao eharaoteriaed Government action in banning the publication of the 
atatement aa **Bmacking of the Nazi method.” 

Moving the motion, Mr. it. S, Roy aaid that the iaaue raiaed by thia motion 
waa whether one had the right to differ from thia Miniatry and whether one had 
the right to give ezpreaaion to that view. Dr. S. P. Mookerjee, deacribiug the action 
taken oy the Government aa a **gangater method,*’ aaid that what the tcadeia had 
atated In their atatement waa, firatly, that Mr. Uutchinga bad come and given hia 
opinion without getting into touch with non-official public opinion ; aecondly, there 
waa a definite indication of a riee in pricea of rice in different parts of the province, 
and thirdly, that a Miniatry which waa actuated by party conaideiationa coald not 
be ezpected to reatore public confidence. , . , , • ^ 

Replying to the debate. Sir Natimuddin made it clear that the Government bad 
paaoed uo order but at the preen conference some time ago Government gave an 
indication of their policy to the preKB and gave the gcueral advira that iiotbiiig 
would be publiahea regarding the food situation which was likely to undermine 
public confidence at the preaent time. Aa far aa tbia particular matter waa eon- 
oern^ the press asked for their advice and Government gave them the advice. 
No definite order was isaoed by the Government in this matter. *We have made 
it clear to the Pre^a," the Premier observed, "that they have fall iibertv to criticise 
the Miniatry aa auch and they have got full liberty to aay what they like abont the 
Miniatry. The only condition made ia with regard to the food policy of thar- 
Government. The whole field of administration la oi>en to their criiieiHm and 
attack and the pioaa had attacked ua very mercilesely and we have never taken 
•etion a^nat it. But aa regards the food question, it ia absolutely on a different 
footing. Here, it is not the Ministry which is going to be injured by such an 
attack but it ia the teeming millions of Bengal who would avffer from those attadcs. 
It ia a matter of surprise that of all persons. Dr. B. P. Mookerjee ahould be the 
one man to acouaa ua of gangster method. He forgets that my policy has aTwayi 
been to give him the widest latitude in attacking thia Government throughout 
Bengal and outside. In spite of the advice that 1 ahould take action, I' have 
always refrain^ from ualng the Defence of India Act towards a poliiicai opponent 
who ia trying to attack me so far aa my position aa a Mlniater is coiiceraod and 
have always endeavoured that this Miniatry eball not abuse the Defence ot India 
Bulea aa was done by the lost Ministry.’* Sir Nanmuddin asked the mcmheis of 
tha House to realiae the effect which the statement iaeued by the leadera from 
time to time regarding the food aituation had on the cultivators and agticuUarists. 
In this connection, he referred to the meaaage broadcast by tbo Newe Chronicle 
oomapoodent. which he aaid had a disastrous effect on agricuUnriata and coltiva- 
ton who felt encouraged not to bring their atocka to the market at a result of 
Ibal atatfaiMit- The motion waa rejected by 22 votea to 72. 
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OEPBAHAOn St WlDOW*8 HOMES BlLL _ 
trd. MARCH Tlte Atecmblj pMted to-day JB^gam Farhut Bano SThanam^s 
B^figal (SuperTMtoa) of OrpbanaKCB and Widowa* Hone Bill. Tba Bill aimed to 
provide for controlling the working of Orphanages, Widows' Homes and similar 
Of her inatltutions in Bengal. All such Institotiona, the Bill laid down, would have 
10 take licence from Government lor functioning. Explaining the reason for bring- 
ing forward this measure, the Begum Saheba said that there were a good number 
of institutions which carried on clandestine traffic in women and girls. They 
managed to evade detection as their nefarious activities Were couductid under cover 
of institutions so camouflaged as to give an appearance of social or philanthropic 
organisations. The need for this legialation had become all tbe more neceaeary and 
urgent now in view of poat-famiue cotiditiona prevailing In the province. For some 
time past, she went on to say, there had been public agitation regarding traffic in 
destitute women and girla as a result of famine. An expert survey which wss 
conducted recently had disclosed that as a result of diatresa and destitution there 
hud been more deatba among adult males than adult femalea. This meant that a 
very large number of women had loat their husbands, parents and guardians. It 
was therefore natural to apprehend that these women would fall easy prey to 
social vices and might therefore fall into the hands of designing peraona who might 
trade in these homeleee women. The House then disposed of a large number of 
uon-offietals bilta and adjourned. 

nth. MARCH : — Members came to blows in the Aaiembly to-night on the 
occasion of voting of the budget demand under 'General Administration*. The 
incident occurred before the Chair rose to put the cut motions to vote. Certain 
Government party members objected to two Opposition members sitting by the 
side of another member in the Ministerialiet Party back henchea. Thereupon the 
Chair requested the members to return to their respective blocs. In the meantime, 
three or four Government party members had rushed to that part of tbe Houae, 
where these two Opposition members were sitting and a melee ensued. Jostling, 
pushing and confusion prevailed in that part of the House for eome time, in the 
midst of which the Chair suspended the business of the House for hall-an-hour. 
Leaders of different partlrs intervened and separated the membera involved. 

After tbe House bad re-asaembled, Mr. K, S, Roy, Leader of the Official 
CoDgrees Party, demanded on behalf of the Opposition an unqualified apology frou 
the Government party member who, he alleged, bad etruck a blow at an Oppoaition 
party member. The Government party member concerned, explaining the situation, 
aaid that after the Chair's ruling to the effect that tbe two Opposition members 
should go to their respective blocs, he went to help tbe Government party members 
in that part of the House. When be arrived there tbe Opposition member in 
question pushed him and raised his hand, whereupon he also pushed him and 
strnok a blow at him. He apologised to the Chsir and to the House for the 
dibtuibanoe that had been created due to him. He was sure tbe Opposition member 
would also apologise. 

Mr. A, K, FomIuI Leader of the Oppoaition, gave his version of the 

Ineident of the evening in the House. 

Giving hie version of the incident, Mr. A. M, A. Zaman (tbe Opposition 
member coneemed) said that after tbe Chair's ruling be wss trying to come out 
when he was obstructed by a Government party member sittiog by bis side. Mr. 
Zamaa added that he was telling sn Opposition member who was sitting In that 
bench to eome to their side when some Government party members rnshM to that 
place sod struck blows at him. 

On ho appeal from tbe Chair, the incident, however, ended happily, both Mr. 
AT. Nooruddin (tba Government party member concerned) end Mr. Zaman comloir 
to the oentie of tbe Bouse nna shidting bands with each other amidst loud 
applause from all sections of the House, l^is incident took over an hour’s time 



Government of the Punjab 

Budget for 1944-45 

A realittd eaxplai of Bi. 1,84 Ukhe instead of the eatimated deficit of Ba* 10 
lakha for 1042-48, a reriaed aurplua of Ba. 2,79 lakha inatead of tbe catinated 
auralna of Ba. 60 lakha for the current vear and an eatimated anrplna of Be. 8,86 
lam lor 1044-46-«Cliia ia the happy poaitfon of the finaneea of the Puniab. Even this 
hnge aurplnsi tfie Ftnanoe Minister, the Hon*ble Sir Manohar Lai atat^ in introduc- 
ing the budget in the Pnniab Legidative Aaaembly at Lahore on the M. March 1944, 
was to be realised after all the proposals lor new expenditure on behalf of 
Administrative Departments had been accepted by the Government^ for the first 
time in his experience, without the slightest alteration. ^ 

The new expenditure provided in the budget ia Ba. 160 lakhs of which Bs. 
54.68 lakha go to the Beneficent Departments, the total budget provision for which 
stands at Ba. 464 lakhs. 

The Finance Minister announced amongst other thinn a grant to the Punjab 
University for estabiiabing a Department of Geography, a building grant for the 
Kinnaird College for Women, grant for the establidiment of a Government High 
School for Girls at Khanewal, an additional provision of Bs. 174 i<^hha lor Public 
Health, the Lahore Improvement Trust being one of the beneficiaries and an 
increased provision of Bs. 5 lakhs for Industries. 

Introdueinf; the Budget Kstimates of tbe Punjab for the year 1044-46 in tbe 
Punjab Legislative Assembly*, Sir Manohar Lai said:— 

I rise to-day in tlie consciousness of further strength to the markedly success- 
ful financial record of the Punjab under Provincial Autonomy. We have been able 
to withstand without any detriment to our programme of advance the pressure of 
severe famine : and the exigencies of the war, always difficult to estimate, have 
been hitherto boldly faced and successfully met. The war, however, raises fresh 
problems— the ensuring of food supplies particularly in deficit areas in the country 
as a whole, and in our own province relieving against the distress caused by 
inordinate rise in tbe price of the necessaries of life. The Punjab has played a 
strikingly successful part in regard to these problems. In both these vital matters 
real prudence guided our steps, and we can to-day justly hold our heads high. 
War brings in its train mauy social and economic problems. Your Government is 
watching these with the utmost of vigilance, keeping before it the guiding prin- 
ciple of the welfare of the masses. During tbe past year methods to fdace the 
well-bsiog of the masses on a firm foundation have been further studied, and it 
hoped that Government's vigorous rolicy in this regard wilt begin to bear tangible 
and substantial fruit at sn mrly date. The schemes of post-war reconstmetion are 


as yet 
to M 


it only at an initial stage and wholly nncertain In shape, but it is 
' that yonr finances to-dsy hold s fair promise to ensble ns to 


gratifying 
face them 


wheii they emerge in definite form from their present state of preliminary consi- 
deration. 

I propose here to invite sttention only to the more salient facta of our provin- 
cial finance. For e detailed socount act lonh with elaborate care reference must 
be made to the very lucid explanatory Memorandi^m by the Finance Secretary. In 
the earlier paragmplis of bis Memorandum he has considered certain recent out- 
standing fsntuies of onr eeqnomio life, such as the food situation, export of food 
grains mm the provinoe. the 'Grow More Food’ campaign and measures of control 
■gdnst profiteering and hoarding. To these 1 have not been able to advert, ae they 
lie largely beyoud my etriet v'urview. I must attempt a survey nnencumbered by 
detail to help of three yean daring 1042-43, 1948-44 and 1044-45 would be about 
eight oroies. 

The Flnenoe Mlnieter'e speecih revealed that as against the budget csiimatss 
of the eunent year of Bs. 3,77 lakhs the budget lor 1044-46 eto^ at Bs. 4,64 
lakha and then waa an Inercase under nearly every heed bat were epeeially under 
’’Bdoeatkm'* (partienlarly women's edneation), *Medieal, Pnblio Health and Indne- 
trlea,* Tha Punjab University hae been given a substantial grant lor the eatabileh- 
ment of a Departmant of Geognphy and the institntion of elassce in Pharsney. 
Liberal graute have beea made for verneeulsr edneation and expansion of oompal- 
Bory primary edeeation and proviekm had been made for the grant of dean 
allowaaea to l e a e he re in aohoola eondneted by Local Bodiea. Two lane cotton 
tile mills are likely to ba r * * — 


Government of the N. W. Fr, Province 

Bud^ret for 1944-45 

The budget enlimBtcs ]ire»<etited :i.c 17th. March 1945 for iho year 1944-45 
in the Frontier Le|i;ielative Aasembly at Peshawar, by Sardar Addur Rah Khan^ 
Finance Minister, disclosed a deficit of Rs. 2.65 lakhs. 

*Our estimate of rcTcnue recidpts in Rs. lakhs,** the Minister said, 

*^ai:aiiist which an expcnditiire of Ks. 229.47 Itikha ia ainicipatcd, resulting in a 
deficit of Ra. 2,65 laki'v, part of t) is dtfii it will hr covered by adoitioiial 
revenue fruiu tiir dr libiio*; wl tre Kii!i‘iivtiini(!i;t i iix, it the proposed measure in 
this respret, wil] nhor^ly be laid before the House, is adopted. 

The Goveriinnut vtitertd the current ytar with a revenue balance of Bs. 44, 
11 lakhs. The dr ficit on the currenr. gear's working is now forecast at Rs. 2.96 
lakhs and the closing; balance on tl.:* of this month will, accordingly, be Rs. 
41,15 lakhs. 

Important items of new expetidilure are the n modelling of the Takkarwah 
distributory on the Pahiir|)ur Cnnal, cunbtrucliun rf 1 of the Kabul river 

right bank lift irrigutioii scliciiii , cc.nvcrHitiii of the viitiHcular miiidlc schools at 
/lids and i^lieikhan into Anglo- Urdu iniddic ttcin ois revisirn of the pay of assiH- 
Uiit surgeons, provision of two ambnlnncis in the Lady Iteading; llospiiitl, Peshn- 
war, extension of the sugar rcMtaTch f>ch( itic and the IViarUeting Deptirtment under 
Agiicultiire and ProviiicialiKation of Vetorinuiy Hospital, I’esituwar. 

Commenting generally on tiie financial position of the province, fifaidar Abdur 
Rab Kban said : ^The war bas imposed on the proviiicial exchequer a heavy 
burden of temporary expendituie on acAOuut of additional police and other security 
measures, dearness allowance, rise in prices of stores and maierial, civil defence 
and expansion of the i;$ecrttariat, ftc. It bas been posi-ible till now to meet ibis 
heavy expenditure from unexpcvttd increases in levtnue— principHtly from taxis 
on income under the Niemeyer Award and more intensive ex))loiiation of our 
lorests. P'rom the former son re e cur estimated sLure is Ks. Ib.rjl) lakhs in 1943 44 
and Rs. 26.69 lakhs in 1944-45. I hts, 1 may observe, is considerably more than 
the total sum which at the time of the Miemeyer Award this pioviuee expected 
to receive at the end of the ten-year devolution period or il:iin ever appeared to be 
possible before the outbreak of the war. Tb.e priecni scale of our receipts under 
this head is abnormal and we cannot count this mairce of income to finance our 
growing recurring coniinilmeuts, for it will shrink us ndudioup in taxes on income 
and the excess profits tax are made by the O'lveriimdit of India. We cannot 
afford to continue the e\|loitation of our foirets at the rate we are doing. In fact, 
feelings have already gone too far. Bo far as revinuc is concerned, lean years lie 
ahead of us. Our exi et diture will continue hi the present high rale for sometime 
after the war and may actuidly increase in volume when it is diverted into |)eace* 
ful nation-building channels. 1 have atudied the poasibilitiea of tapping fresh 
sources of revenue and of increasing revenue from existing sources, but must 
confess that 1 have found our Bco|)e to be disappoiniingly meagre. 

*1 am convinced Uiat, placed aa we are, onr Fheet-auebor in the future is an 
increase in the amount of onr subvcDtion which is by far the largest single item 
in our revenue budget. Tbe ISubjccis Oommiticr of 1932 rreommended a ba^tc sub- 
vention of 117 lakhs and also remaikid that if the Hchmieh of new expenditute 
then under consideration were lak«ii into account, the Buovcntii'ii would amount 
to Rs. 146 lakhs rising inch year by Re. 4 lakhs to a maximum of Ks. 162 lakhs. 
Those recommendations were nut accepted by the Ciovernment ol India because of the 
great fiiiaucial stringency then firevaltnt. Jhe expenditure of the province has. ss 
1 have already explained, increased considerably siiuo then, but tbe subvention 
from the Centre has remained stationery, except for the indirect advantages derived 
by the province in common with the rest of India from the canceiUtion of the 
pre-autonomy debt and distribution of income: tax revetiue.*’ 



The Government of Madras 

Budget for 1944-45 

A Deft miipliM of Bs« 644 lakhs is ezpecfted In 1944-45, secordioK to the badget 
esftlaiate published oo the 20th. Mareh 1044 by the Madrse Government. Revenue 
la eatfmatcd at « Be. 60.20^8 lakhs and expenditure at Bs. 23.75.97 lakhs; 

Out of the surplus provision has been made for a net expenditure of Be. 
89.64 lakhs on new sehemes, liicludine; additional com|;ensatioD to local bodies lor 
low of revenue from tolls and profession tax. 

Among the new schemes for which provision Is made In the budget are grants 
to the Madras Univeraltj for new technological courses, opening of Honours 
eonrsea in Islamic History and Cultuie and the Matural "Science Group of the 
Intermediate course In the Government Muhammadan College, additional grants to 
aided elementary schools and panehayats tor payment of increased dearness allow- 
anee ; extension of rice research statiODS ; a special provision of Bs. 2 lakhs for 
the extension to all Labour Department schools of free mid-day meals for 
pupils. 

After providing for new schemes and transferring Bs. 554 lakhs to the Bevenue 
Reserve Fund for post-war reconstruction and development schemes a small surplus 
of Bs. 77 lakh is left. 

The Government hint at the powibility of the Madras Tobacco Act being 
repealvd in view of the levy of an excise duty on tobacco by the Central 
Government. 

Discouraging any hope that might be entertained of a possible redaction in 
taxation, the Government state that ^‘it is essential to maintain substantially the 
existihg level of taxation in Madras for the Mriod of the war, so that this Province 
will have considerable funds in hand for undertaking large development schemes 
after the war.” 


The Government of Bombay 

Budget for 1944-45 

No freeh taxation, a small reduction in the Urban Immovssbie Property Tax 
and a revenue eurplue of Bs. 86 lakhs after providing Bs. 4,50.86,000 for post-war 
leeonatruction and Ra. 123 lakhs to the Special Development Fund while continu- 
ing the nation-building activitlea of the Province, were the featuree of the Bombay 
Bud^ propoaala for the year 1944-45 aa published by the Government of Bombay 
on the leth. M a r sh 1944. 

The Oovarnor of Bombay at a Praw conference explained the propoeale and 
said he bad taken care td aee that continuity was maintained in the policy gover- 
ning the propoeala. 

Ineraaaad revenue was expected from the provincial share of the proceeds of 
ineome-tax reductlona in expenditure of ebout Re. 1 crore under famine relief and 
about .Be. 40 lakha on aeeount of curtailment , of ABP meaanrea made poeaible by 
favourable fwr developmenU. The Uxatiou meaaurea introduced during the current 
ww in retMLof betting and enterteiument and sUmpe weie expaoted to yield 


Government of the Central Provinces 

Bndfet for 1944>4S 

Tha OLP, Bndgat for 19444K rovaakd m nitpiiM of Bo. 1 eion. The ennaot 
ymx olio oooo wH og to totiood lotiinatoo ibowod o owplno of ovar Bi. 1 onne. 

IMaa and foraat rofaBooi aio by far tho biidiaat aod aniao alono will yield 
fUo yiar aboot Bi. 1 oioia. Tha abaro of thia Fm^oa la iBaoBM*taz will alao 
bo ia tha- aalthhonriwod of Ba. 1 enwi. 




BODGCriOB INIhIS 


m 


Than wt m pt opoia l a tor feaA tnttoB bsl tha *-****“r faijniii— 

tfWM tapotad by tta Sapaia MiaMty te CMaetog ptSuSmorn wiU baaeatbraiA 
A anebamoB tha imaBteointaad laidatmiaB leiaia«q;aelid. A pnpoaal to 
toeiaaaa ne aDtortdnaant tax ia nadar eoaaidanlfaa. 


Tha andaaa ef tha Fbat-war BaaonatraatioB Fuad ia lihaly to be atartad irilk 
about Ba. 1 enm aad wiU be doubled in ISM^ ' 


The Government of Orissa 

Bodcel for 19444S 

The foaith wartime bndset for the pioviaee of Orissa as preseated bj Pandit 
Oodavaris Misra, Finance Minister, in the Orissa Assembly at Onttack on the 
1st. Mareh 1944 rerealed a dedoit of 1036 lakhs in the bndget estimates te ttie 
year 1944-45. With the ‘‘nnezpected and rimoet providential inciesae of Rs. 1138 
lakhs** on aooount of share of income-tax the deficit is expected to be wiped out in 
full, leaving a small surplus. The budget estimates a total revenue of Bs. 
2,56,96.000, compared with the revised estimate of Rs. 2,48,69,000 for 1948-4^ aad 
expenditure charged to revenue Bs. 2,67,lffi,000 in 1944-45, oompaied with 
the rerised estimate of Rs. 2,6531000 for the previous year. The Jw whieh 
opens with a balance of Bs. 87,000 will close with a balance of Bs. 65,000. 

Prominent items of new expenditure, aooording to Pandit Oodavaris Misra, 
would include schemes in the Education and Medical JDepartments with the nsher- 
ing in of the Utkal University which has been functioning since November 27. 1943. 
and the proposed gradual conversion of the Orissa Medical School to a Midioal 
Oollege with effect from July next 

The Finance Minister said that Sir William Stampe, Irrigation Adviser to 
the Government of India, had recently snrveyed almost all the 51 projects which 
are likely to irrigate 186.000 acres, the additional production of foodgrains from 
which is expected to be 25 lakhs mannds of rice. 

Pandit Misra attributed the province^ present poverty to want of attention in 
the past to development and to unsarisfactory financial adjustments in recent 
years and stressed the need for industrial >devetopment, for which there was little 
scope during the wax. Immediately after the' war the industrial needs of the 
province would urgently require attention. 


The Government of Assam 

Budget for 1944-45 

A Revenue deficit of Bs. 10,40,000 was disclosed by the Fioanoe Minister, Mr, 
Abdul Matin Choudhury when he presented the budget for the year 1944-45 in the 
Assam Legislature at Bhillong on the 2nd. lisrdi 1944. 

New schemes embodied in the Budget are more or less of a routine type and 
do not indicate any reorientatior. of policy or inauguration of new pririeet. 

The Assam Revenue Bndget shows m deficit of Bs. 10,40,000 in spite of 
tevenne increase because although the revenue reedpts for the budget year are 
estimated at Be. 431,71,00(^a increase of about a erore of rupees over the 
estimeted sanctioned receipta lor tbe ^ ofun^ 

htoitonciri by ^ increase in expendHure which is estimsied at Ba. 4,624I»000 
dozing 1944-45. , 

ne revenna budget would have shown sniplns df Bs. IMC^OOO but for Be. 
25 l.kht briac Mt .put from tfa. Bnrmiu to torn th. nnelm ,of Post-Wu 
BMMrtmotioa Fand aad ia ntix^ iwpoiuibl. tat tb. ddidt tt Bo* 11X4 0 ,000. 
BaiidM, tb. Govt, of AiMnn’. dun of tbe divMbl. ihk>I at tito laooBM-tax mmM 
i. enweted to b4 .till fnttbar ioenMcd ia to. badgrt you by aacAer U lau, 
of nii^ MeoidiaK to tb. fipiwe. wnr^^TOfty *^T«d fhaa tb. OoreraMat ^ 
Ia£ io that ba m irhi^ taata ahoold bo a aiad l eupivs at atot half a lato 
evaa taUiig eoaaMentioa of IF Iakha of zupaca te .FMt-W(» Bamrtraettoa 
FoadltiM aoat at ubieb will ba oowred by ^ addidooef 32 laU ia of rapm 
axa«M to ba t OBOmai daiiag toil year aad toa aazt year fioai toa iaeoBM- 


*** eonuit yiar vfll doaai aeeocdiag to toa nriiai Mtinateei ulto a 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF BIND 


[ KA&AQBI— 


•lurpItBM of Bt. 7,68«000 ogoioft on otUmoted dofieit of Bi. 8;09»000 in the originel 
The eioeios helenoe ie eetineted nt Be. 99,63,000 end ie eetnelly e deficit 
one If eeconnt ie taken of Treeenry Bille to the Tnlne of 2 ororee which will be 
ontatandlnff on the 31et Meich. 1941 The cepital reedpto lor 1944^ ere eetimeted 
et Be. %,43, 48,000 end cmtal expenditure et Be. %58,W,000 thne leeTing e 
olodng enrplne of Be. 74,11,000. 

The inereeee in revenne recdpte es ehowed in the both, the rerieed for 

1943- 44 end the budget for 1944-45 i§ melnly reeponsible for the following emong 
otiier thinge ; better cdleetlone of lend revenue due to improved finenciel poeiUon 
of ryote end expention of ■etUement ee e reenlt of Grow More Food Cempeign 
end in the colonieetion ereee ; incxeeaed receipt for forest produce to meet inoreeara 
wer demends ; incresse in excise receipts due to larger consumption of hemp end 
other drugs ; incresse in stamp receipts due to larger number of transfers of 
property es a result of the improvement in the financial condition of the population 
in general ; refund which the Assam Government will get from the Centre on being 
relieved from the share of the cost of Assam Bifles end to the recovery of the 
amount due from the Government of India for additional police employed on the 
protection of the railways, aerodromes, etc., anticipated receipts from the Cotton 
Cloth and Yam Control Order, increased receipts under the provincial tax for the 
consumption of petrol by the military within the province ; increased receipts under 
the Agricultural Income-tax due to large profits made by the Tea Industry 
end the increase in the Assam Government’s share of the Central Income-tax 
revenue. 

Among the schemes connected with tbe war involving capital outlay, the 
Grain Storage Scheme is being continued during tbe budget year estimating an 
expenditure of Bs. 3,88,20,000 against which a sum of Bs. 3,49,12,000 is expected 
to be recovered from sale proceeds during the year thus leaving a lag of Bs. 
1,71,43.000 at the end of 1944-45. Under Standard Cloth there will be an expendU 
ture ox Bs.* 1.77,47,000 while recoveries will amount to Bs. 1,50,00.000 or a deficit 
of Bs. 27,47,000. The lag at the end of 1944-45 will be Bs. 74.17,000. The Motor 
Transport Organisation according to the estimates of the Controller, is anticipated 
to yield a recovery during the budget year of Hs. 88.00,000 against the estimated 
expenditure of Be. 63,06,000— thus showing a uet profit of Bs. 19,94,000 iu 

1944- 45* The Controller hopes that the entire capital outlay on tbe scheme will be 
recovered in a period of three years. 

The new schemes included in the budget involve a total expenditure of Bs. 
4,57,719 in non-exuluded areas out of which the Department of Question bss got 
the major slice. Bs. 1,42,891. The Industries Department has secured Bs. 83,513 ; 
Civil Worka— Bs. ^.186 ; Agriculture Be. 29,542 and Public Health Bs. 11,947. 


The Government of Sind 

Bu^et tor 194445 

Sind's present financial position was described by the Premier, Sir Qhulam 
ffu 9 aain Hidapatulla, at Karachi on the X8rd. Febraary 1046. aa one of unparalled 
prosperity when he presented the budget estimate for 1944-45 in the Bind 
Legislative Asaembly. 

The eetimatM ^ave **war time inflation" as the reason for the 75 per cent 
inerease tn the revised estimates for 1944-45 and stated that the estimatee for 
1944-45 had been in the full realiaation that such experience might not recur. 
Nevertbeleas, a aurplue of Ba. 189 lakha for 1944-45 was budgeted for, with receipta 
at Bs. 797 ImMia and emnditure at Bs. 606 lakhs. This surplue— which was also 
aided by a windfall of Be. 2^ crores from Bind’e trading- in-grains policy which 
had now been ended— would be utilised for the creation of two new funds, namely, 
a land Bevenue Equalisation Fund and a Postwar Development Fund. 

Aa regarda the first fund, the budget memorafidum pointed out that with the 
new aliding scales of aeeesement in operation, the revenue side of tbe budget was 
liable to the most violent fluetuationa, varying by crores rather than by lakhs. 
Furthermore, in ooming years the receipts from land aalea are bound to fall vmy 
rapidly, even to the taau of a oroie of rupeea, and this would have a very serious 
enet on the revenue aide. To expect permanency in tbe prosperity taatnre of die 
budget would thereloie, be moat illnaory, and the need for oanuon was realiMHl 
tabs wy great. 
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In the cieetioa of the EimeliMitioii Feed, the iTevege lend leTeeae leodpl we e 
eetimeted et Be. 290 lekhe end the enm of Be. 139 laUie trenefen^ to the Eqne* 
Itsedon Fund repieiente thii yeei'e ezeese ctver the eTereee. 

A inm of Be. 50 lekhe will likewise be treneferred to the Poet-War Derelop- 
moot Fund which will be utilised to finenee e profciemme of oepitel works su eh 
as roads, buildings and eanals '*ea soon as the war is orer and cirenmstanoes allow.*’ 


Astowishimq Ihflation" 

The bndet speaks of the '*astoniehine inflation** which was noticed daring peft 
of the period under review and which eimlains the great variations between the 
budgetra and the revised estimates for 1943-44. This period, says the memorandam, 
saw the largest expenditure on public works ever known in one year in Sind— on 
strategic roads, on aerodromes and other military works on the Karadii water 
supplies scheme; on civil defence; On irrigation and on bond works. It saw a 
considerable expansion of the armed forces, especially in Karachi, of our highly 
paid Allies; it saw the abandonment in other parte of India of limited attempts at 
price control and it saw, induced partly by the above factors; unbridled speculation 
afifoctlng all classes. 

Speaking of the Government’s plans for the industrial and economic develops 
ment of Sind now and during the post-war period; the Premier said that eve^thing 
possible would be done to ensure cheap power; plentiful water; social security in 
the widest sense and harmonious relations between employer and employed. Two 
new barrages— one in Upper Sind and the other in Lower Bind— would be 
constructed. 

The Premier announced that the Government of India had accepted the Sind 
Government’s proposal for the repayment of the Lloyd Barrage debt and the 
capitalisation of subvention in one transaction. The Government had accepted 
capitalisation at the rate of 44 per cent which would mean a ’’present value’’ of 
the subvention on April 1; 1944; of approxhnateiy Bs 1.470 lakns. The differenoe 
between this figure and the Lloyd Barrage debt which at present stands at Ba. 
2«040 lakhs; namely. Be 570 lakhs is proposed to be repaid in one lump sum as 
ioon as the approval of his Majesty’s Government is ootained. The Premier also 
stated that the free balsDce at the disposal of the Sind Government, namely Bs. 
754 Iskhs at the end of the current year,* will be utilised to pay this sum of Bs. 
570 lakhs leaving approximately Be. 184 lakhs in the bands of Uie Bind Government. 


1 he Government of Bihar 

Budget for 1944-45 

An expected surplus of Bs, 2,22 Iskbs is shown in the budget estimates of 
the Government of Bibsr for the year 1944-45. as issued from Patna on the S5th. 
March 1945. The estimates show total revenue receipts at 958 lakhs in the leviasd 
etitimates for the current year (1943-44) and 978 lakhs in the budget estimates for 
1944-45 and expenditure charged to revenue is estimated at 11,17 in the revised 
eatimatea and 7,56 lakhs in the budget estimates. 

The budget as a whole indicates a healthy financial position but this does not 
necesssrily mean an indication of financial prosperity, state s memorandum on the 
budget. The large expansion in revenue which has beeu a m(^ 
feature of the budget during the war period has become more marked partly duo 
to expansion in the normal revenue and partly to the increased revenue arising 
on of Government’s snti-iuflationsry measures. Excise with the abolition of Frohibr 
rion is the largest revenue bead now with 197 lakhs in the revised cstimatss and 
213 lakhs in the budget estimates. 

A spsrats fund for post-war reconstruction has been crested to which has 
been credited a sum of Bs. 317 lakhs out of the accumulated surplus reveones. 

The memoiaudum states that while restricting expenditure now, GpvoromsBt 
will continue to explore other sources of iocreasiog the revenue and thereby furthar 
swelling up the fund earmarked for post-war reconstruction. 



The All India Hindu MahasaUia 

WeridiV 

AMsman Lam Obama .OovMifnD 

The Woildng Ommittae of the All-Indie Slndu Mehahhe eoneliidtd Ito 
ivo-dofMiiihmet Newl)^efleredi»tingnxaliitifln xee(adiDKili pioleet orinet 
the Benpiur IneidMit end mnjiag the Gomnent to iike monipt eetion eseinet 
bme miaettile lor It e^ to Inetitato a iiiqniry uto the eondoet of the 
eddMonel poliee eent to deel vilii the inddeni. The molntton eMo eogoOed 
Uiat the pcitoortion of Hindne end Slkha in Ihe prorinoiel polioe ehonld be leieed 
to 50 per mtL end lioenoee lor erme ehould be srenled Hbeielli to the Hindu 
end Bndi remente of Herlpnr end other plecee in the profinee. 

The Working Committee aleo peeeed a leecdution leleting to the Bengal 
lood-dtnetion, deploring and oondaning the miehandUeg of the lood-proUem and 
action nj the Goreroment of India in dealing with the piobtem. 

The Oommittee decided to appoint dee whde^tinie organtcere for entenaiTe 
oigndiatlOD of the Hindu Mahaaapha in dve teriitodal aoMO and one organiaec 
to M in charge of the Tolnnteer oKaniaationm 

A onb-onmittee waa appomted to prepare a draft omendmmit to the 
eoneditatlon of the All-India Hhidu Mahasabte and the Freaideht, Dr. B. P. 
Modiarieei waa authoriaed to appoint a Yigilanoe Qommittee to aafeguaid the 
inlareata of toe Hindna in the Punjab. 

The Committee alao paaaed a eondoleuoe reaolntion on toe death of Mr. B. 6. 
Pandit 

Among thoee who attended the meetoig, were Dr. B. P. Hooked. Sir Goknl Chand 
Narang. Bhrl. B. G. Khaparder Bhri. lahatoto Lahiri, OaPL Ketoar Chandra, 
Bhtl. Chand Karan Barda» Bhri. Karandikar, Bhri. Batfih Singh, .Bhie. V. G. 
Detopandeb Bal Bahadur Harieh Chandra and Lata Narain Putt 


AoiritMT Mahasafaba Lathi Charge hy Poliee 

Vekehaad Cmnmittee'e Report 

The Tekohand Committee appointed by Dr. Bmma Praaad Mooharjee to 
engotre into the Amritear happeninge of December 2d, came to toe eoneloafen 
that toe terma of toe licence for toe prooeeeion bad not been oontraTened in any 
way, that there wae no joatidcation for ito canoeUation, that toe cencellation order 
wea not properly anMnnoed to the prooeaefoniete, nor wee enffieient time gi?en 
to toa to dieperie end tout the nee of force wet unneoeoaery and nncalled-lor. 

The Oommitteeh report, which wae preeented to toe Mahaaehha Working 
Comtolttoe at ita meeting at New Delhi gaee e detailed account of the beppeninga. 
The Committee atate: *f1ie eoppoaeu reaeon for toe eaneeilation (of toe 
lieenei) did not odat in fact and it aoema toat toe order waa peered upon wrong 
infonmation eonreyed to the Dictriet Magtatrate and the BnpeHntondent of Police 
mrenmahly by noma of their mtoordinetea. The deciiion aotnaliy arxired at by toe 
Ikaption Camittee wre In iell oomi^ianee with toe order of toe Dietiiet 
Medatrale. Thia waa pobliely amno n nee d on toe mien^one in the pendel by ^ 
Chebmen of the Beeeptom Oamfttoa , Dr. S. Goknl Ohand Narang; and in pnr- 
•namee of thia ennouneement Mehehir Bel VblnDteere bad retired,' taken off the 
obleeled unifonp* ad aae of toa bed eol^y eeeompenicd toe p i oe e reion. Nor 
did ay rdnnteR or Otoer peroa In toe peD c at on carry arma or oondnct himaelf 
in any obJeetkiMble mannre. Th« dore mol, toanfore, lea to hare ha eliy 
JnatUteirida te toa eaneailatinn of the Beanee. 

Wba toe elty MaietratoL & Haidml Bingh, oonTeyed to the Pieaidapi|dto|et 
ef toe Oonteaee and toe Ohabina of toe Beeeptom Committee who 'waaa'arae 
ebphal In the rnddaiof the pr eaaaa ion , that the lieenee bed bea eaoMHB 
•fire he wre ta the tea Ireli tSowl Mehehir Dal Velataa not hadSffjKB 
thiaPWDaaalw to paotoah Jto IMt aaylug toat he would toim toe PjatrietlM^ 

Hi, 


MAmtaa] 


mmirnmiaA . wiMH lom vt FdHm irHM mi b«pn to 
m iftaipNim aoaataow to Hvtog ttottoaopHi 
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of Ih 0 iwBywIou HM Hit oite Id dlipmi jnsoaMid nor nny waning glfin bafon 
the lathi aharge hegta* The avMber of oeraone In the p r oeea at on at thla atage 
ia TarkMidy Milniated to ham been a lain or more and the p ro eear l on war epnad 
om a ftms lonw jtialanee. If the inteailon ol the anlhoriUea waa to diaperae the 
proeemioa, anillMBt tioM ahonld hare been giran to them to do ao, bot thla waa 
not done. 

The pro eaaa i on had alaited Icgallj^nndar a properly granted lleenae. It had 
gone on far about dbiea qnarten of an honr in an (wderly and peaoaful manner. 
It had not eondneind itaalf la any way whieh might have indicatra any inelHiatlon 
to do any illcgil net 

If the canoellaiion order had bean properly aononiuocd to the proeeeaionhte 
there ia not Iher aUid^taat donbi that they would have departed peacefully. 

The poliee. bmefar, imaoediately after Ita arrWat began to ahower blowa 
right and left indliariminalely. It ia aignificant that even then tharo waa no 
raaiatanaer offered by any one. 

The beating waa not eoailnad to the peraoaa aotaally taking part in the 
prooaaalon, but many of the epeetatora were alao injured and in aome eaaee paraona 
who were living toaaeape were purenad in the bylanaa and beaten. Thera b nlao 
unimpanehahia evkianaa of lothi-ehaiga on paraona watting to aae the proeaaaloii 
at plaoaa far away from the p r oeaaaion. 

In tho inaa of nil thaw neta it ia really anrpriaiag that the offioial aomma- 
niqno made ao aamition of. tho naa of foroe Imt merely atated that the prooaaaibn 
**(fiapmad pen ado lly.* 


A. I. States’ Hindn Mdiaiabha Conference 

nnt'SeMioB— ShiflMifar— 9 di. to llth. April 1944 

Ito opw BeM k w of tha All-Indb Btelw' Hindo IbIwMbha Ooafaraoea’ toew 
bafna • wanaoth gatbsiog of orar 10;CIOO, Mr. B. O. Khapaida praaiAag, at 
Yndanacn; B b l f a ^wa on Mia tth. Atail tNd. 

Men ttoa fira haadied dalantta from the Stalaa of Kaahmir, 

OmBar. laden, Baroda, BaniSu Mtoii, Maodi, Koibapur. InTanaan airf 
Kapofttola attaadaditta Ooafenaaa. Anonget the atriralb wan Dr. B. 8». MbaaiaL 
Dr. P. Varadar^luNaido aadtlMinni BalMor K. B. Bhmaawaail Bialti;. 

ih. ▼. D. Bawkar. PraridaaV AB-India Hiadu < Mah n a M ia. aad. lb. Bk O. 
Bhaparift the PradHant-Elaet wen aaeorded a rooabigjnoapUoD. 

Dr. Bhanaapaaid Mookba^i; iw a meaaaga to tfi* OoDfenneo. aoid >-*Tair 
BoTaitat win inaiba the paenir of be Btatn with owr- ehatiahad IdMa ia that 
tbn BUT dfbt Aeut wita tw hiwt hr i n tai Britiihf tnritorin ia bdii Atr tha 
UbairatloB at Bn eoaat^. Oafp ib a fm aad<. waited ladte' angr wa lira 
iwanrfiiliT** 

Bit P. BanuwaflU iSgar aad Mr. N. Madlan Bao ala* aiat nam^n 
Watiooiu Bnaoi 

Mr. BtafguioM Ctoadr o n Wa riab. walaoniag be gabnhqg, aald bat bar 
anal diaiaiw without onu' a aaeond’a ooaiidaniow^the riew Itot Btatn* paom 
had aolUw to do wib ba eaatrai qaaetioa of ladhui ia d a pn di aiia. Mo tnab or 
aaaad eow toTO .be riphtb ladaea raat pagriatfoaa to a aMaot riafarv and 
■hat oat bob oatarai aipfanbma for baadoaa 'Wb aqaal tona boy bhmN dto 
nin be abar Mae far tha abgUto, of tto iwiMlT tadar. Apart boaf Ua 


ba Biada 


BtfaabOtoi •droartn of this idea forgbbaii Ualofleat aneriiqpi aad Itj to 
wMtoat fooadalioaa. ...... 


P Mg riing , 

^.toaaltdidi 


wdiag, Mr. Ohaadraaahharaiah aaMttat the affai aC Paktetaa wohM to 
ha flM of tn anna M Stain’ paapln tea warn dan ah^ Apart tean 
It did to be aalioa ia pnraatavoaa^hifd of ladia to tin to fla tOi 



ha added, lay oadoa’ 
ladte bdaistioa toaad oa n 
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Unlaii questiont lik« • coontitatioii for tha whole of Indie loolndiDg •the 
Btetes end m iiroeervetloQ of ihe noity of Indie were letiefeotorily eolred, the 
qneetion of leepontible goveromeut in netive etetfe wee verY difflenlt of eolntion 
excepting perhepo in eome of the liberel end edvenced Hindn Btetce. At the eeme 
time, it le eqnefly tine thet the eolation of the eeverel probleme of the Btetee ee e 
w 'lole would be extremdy diflkalt without demoeretieing the Btetee’ conetitutione. 

The epeeker here rderred to the politleel ewekenlng in Myeore end the nmerel 
hermony exieting bi^een Hiodue end non-Hindue. Intenee leith in Hindu 
ndigton end eynmthy with ell non-Hindn religione hee been the greet Ideel end 
preetiee of the liyeore Boyel Hindu dyneety, he edded.. The ettitnde of the 
offleiele of Gorernment of Myeore wee impertiel in re^erd to rdtgioae queetione. 

Beferring to the wer in the Menipur eree, the epeekir expreieeu the StetM* 
peoplee’ eympetby to Menipur eab]ecte« He hoped thet the Qoremment of Indie 
would releeee Mehetme Gendhi end other netlonel leedere. He eppeeled to Hindue 
in fdl the Btetee to Join their State e^miee in orerwhelming numbere end be erer 
prepared for ell eeeridoee for the protection of the Crown end the State. 

Touching upon the food queetioot the epeeker eeid, it wee time tha Btetee led 
the proTineee in the matter of ^Grow more food” cempelgn. Bnrplne proflte earned 
within each State whether by individuale or eompeniee muet be eompnleorily 
oonrerted into eheree of an egriculturel company to grow more fdod end bring 
moie lenda under cultiretion. Xhie would be a better deflationary meeenre than 
eompnleoiy depoeita in the Gorernment treaauriee. He eleo pleaded for the 
protection of oowi. 

The Pxbsidbntial Address 

The following ia e summary of the presidential eddrees delivered by Bj. B. O. 
Khaparde : — 

In common parlance to-day we speak of ^Indian India’* end ^British Indie.” 
That is a neeeesity— an ugly neoeaaity «-of the exigency of the moment. We ell 
know that this ia political and administrative division of Hindusthen. It is by. no 
means natural or geographical division. People who live in ’'Indian Indie’* ere 
by no menifs dtfTerent from those who live in "British India.” They ere not of 
dlieient races as the Negrofs and the Mongolians ere. Tbpj ere not utter streng- 
ere to one-anotber as the EskiinoeB and Hotentote ere. Hindus inhabiting thm 
ertlMal edmlnistrmtivo dlvisions^-the States and the British Indie— have e common 
heritage, common cultnreb common treditione, common habits and onstome, even 
oommon lenguegc in many inetancea, common religion and common loyalty to 
their Mother-land— their Matri-Bhumi. And these common ties arc ao eneient^ ao 
permanent and so fut that there is no power on Earth that may loosen them or 
out them asunder. Insplte of these anificial divisiona, therefore, of Indian Indie 

j wfc-SAS-., T I ^ T»i 2_ A 




I ehell not take ^onr time in dealing in detail with Jhikiaten. Beyond aien 
eaeertions of wanting it, 1 have not seen any logioel oQgant reeaoning eetebllMilog 
the neoeHity. poacibili^, its territorial extent or bonefite of it to HinoMhea* 

AB8DRDITT 

Mr. Jlnneh in hie recent epeech at Aligarh— >the gadh of Alia— hat, it eeems^ 
reached the last limita of absurdity, if such there bet when he threetene the Hindus, 
the Viceroy, the British Premier and President Roosevelt with "very aerioae eoose- 
quences 'Wolt ” and the "whole Muslim world” bring "ablan”. All thia after an 
admission in hig interview to the Britieh Press that the gift of Paliften ley in British 
hands, A strong central Government is celled an "Obeeseioa” of tiae Hindue. 
Bluff end blaster oenoot go father. A strong eentrel Government for 
ladle bee been the "obieseion” of the Britieh Government and not merely of tha 
Hindue end it ia going to perelet there iuepite of Jinneha. Of the "very eerione 
eoueeqaences'’ we know ]aet a bit too much now. We know:tiMir aerioueaiae and 
the extent of conaequeneee. It perhaps meene a few riots in Mnrilin-iwled pro-, 
vioeea^ a lew alopementa of the moat criminal type both connived at the local 
autboritiaa and a lew dastardly and moat oowmly back-etabldnga— the and 

oontrlbutiona of Mnellm culture— to the floe arte of the modeni worUL wo hkvia 
yet to know the aaoctiotta behind theee h^h-eounding tiiieata unlem they be Um 
^F ehoh-aamari” Hoore. ’^Ghid Lovlog” Pathana, the pcaoe-loviog KInaoiEi Ond 
tha "divide” policy of the Mtiidi whloD ceema to be the mainstay of HuallmHmiL 
Mr. Hnnah has created and matelaloed the nraaent doiAoek by Ineieting that the 

Pridetan should be egneedad in ^noiple be&ne it la evm dieimaBed as a l.1 

Ihia in itaell ia unzeaeonabla. Having atepM thia attiindo ha now nmrii Mo 
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ftei thi^ ha dapendB upon tha BritUh to oompal tha Otemta and arary body alae to 
Moapt hia FWatan and ha fnrthar ofcra to & Brltiah that after hia Fakiatan haa thna 
bjMn aatablUad ha will ‘deal with and p^bly reach an agraemen: with the Britiidi 
GoTernment.” The bait offered to the Bntlah for bringing Fakiatan ia thia offer 
of being ita alare in the future. And all tbif ia to be done to spite tha Hindna 
of ^ Hinduathan Th a betraya a mentality which la unworthy of any leader; and 
thia ia the man to whom Gandliiji ia **with ail ainoerity*' ready to aurrender 
whole of India including tha ao-called Indian India.** No worda are too ationg to 
condemn thia intrigue to barter away Hinducthan*a Hindutwa and her frcMom. 
My brothera, haee yon found a^Mirallel to thia in hiatory f 

A reference to the geographical unity of Hindoatban in a recent apeeeh of tha 
Viceroy delirared before the Indian ^Parliament.** ia interpreted ae the death*koell 
of Pakistan. Be it ao I and God be praiaed for it. But let ua not forget that ao 
Ions aa the notorioun Grippa’ propoaala remain the last word that the diplomata 
of England bave to aay to Hiiidnathan and eo long aa they centain the erli seeds 
of Fakiatan, the lurking danger ia there and we cannot afford to neglect it 

We have yet to aee the achtme that reconciles Pakistan to the geographical 
unity. 

Peculiar Condition 

Thepoaition of the Statea ia very peculiar. There ia no parallel to It in the 
world. The Britiahera feared or favours the ruler or took aides with or condem* 
ned the subjecta aa the exigencies of times and their interest demanded. Ihe only 
fixed goal haa been the establiahmeut of Britiah raj and every thing else has been 
made aubaervient to it under the gniae of nltruiam, magnanimity, juatiee and fair 
play. You muat, therefore, be cautions and not walk into the trap. One of the 
atringa of thia trap ia tied to the apron of the British Premier and the other ia 
tied to the apron of our Muslima* friend, Gandhiji. Britiah Government has now 
no purpose to be served through the Prtnoea except using tliem aa outpoats of 
their power In peace and aourcee of money and means in war though they feared 
.«nd honoured the Frincee in the early etages of the building of their Empire. 
Gandhiji haa naturally, ae a democrat, evinced fondneea and regard for Ibe welfare 
of the subjects at the cost of the Tuling Prinoee, But in this, there ie a system aa 
there waa a method in Hamlet*B madness. Gandhiji developed solicitude only for 
the anbjecte of the Hindu Prineee. The eubjeote of the so-called Muslim Btatea 
does not seem to be any of bis concern. The harrowing tales of misrule, tyranny, 
murdera, riots and inequities that rcaeh ua from the Muslim Btatea— Muslim be- 
eanae the ruler happens to be a Muslim and not beeauae the majority of the 
subjects is Muslim— do not sfiBset him. That does not move this great msu of 
**fsith.’* His only anxiety is to weaken the Hindu Princes. Now if Ghindhiji 
wmikens the Hindu Princes and breaks their power and the Britisher strengthens 
the Muslim sbjeots and lauds Muslim Princes their support, the trap will be com- 
plete ; tragedy such aa history never saw and ibe sun never witnessed. I have 
put thia in a very brief form, perhaps at the expense of lucidity, but I have done 
•0 to enable you to gnum at a glance what 1 want to convey. 

The relation! S Britiah with the Hindusthani States went through three 
distinct phases as historians record : 

1. *Bing Fence’* ; which really meant security of the Britieh Empire ( or 
acquisitiona ) in ita infancy. 1765-1800. 

2* “Subordinate iaolation** ; which was another name of British ascendency. 
1800-1857. 

3. “Subordinate Union” ; which meant taking the States in the Empire with- 
out annexing them formally but so completely digesting them an to make 
them a part of the Empire and making them helplesa outside the Empire. 
18% up-to-date. 

The preeent policy, therefore, comes to this ; prevent a nuton or combination 
amongst the ihinees : perpetuate their houses ; keep them subordinate ao as to 
serve the imperial intereata ; espouse the eause of the aubjecU whenever convenient ; 
make the Priucee feel that it is in the interest of the ;Yer|>etuity of their houses 
that this was being done ; let anbjects alone, whatever happens to them, where 
the Prince concerned Is smenable to the service and interest of the Empire. 

Bbtbace 

The Government of the Nizam had tried to negotiate with the Britiah Govern- 
aiient on equal footing and received a reply from Lord Beading that settled the 
question perhapa lor all time to come, one Nicam was tdd in clear terms that 
Hhe sovenigDty of the British Orown Is suprems In India ; and thersfoie, no Bnlsr 
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te Ml Ittdiftn Stote can JafMftblj elaim to ntgoliaia with the BritUh Gomanent 
on Ml cqiuil fooUBg.* It InrtlMr Mid : "FMnnoDBtoj nmit be pecMDMint*’ TLis 
MtltM tbe Prinoee Mid we know tbdr daedey ie not in their own benda. 

Now that Federetion bee been defloitly reieeted by the ee? erel political parties 
la Hiadasthsa. It bae perhaps gone from ns for ever. This is to be regretted 
bemuse as Rt. Hon. Mr. Jayskar mid wbatefer its defects it bad one rirtue, vt<., 
it jgsTe a prononoeed majmty to tbe Hindus at the centre. Any way it was a 
ma^ty rule, and therefore, a democracy wbatefer ire other limitations. We do 
not know now what it is going to be replaced by. We have yet to see the reoon* 
cillation of tfie Crippe* proposals as they stood and tbe geographical unity as 
enfisaged by the present Vicert^ and his prmecessor. Perhaps the proposal of 
50:S0 representation in profinciiu Gofernments and the Centre will get prominence 
and mi^t be insisted upon. Our past experience shows that behind the **lree 
choice** and **fair play?* always talked of by the British diplomats and statesmen, 
there always works a compelling force which, like destiny, guides events into a 
predetermined channel and ones Britain makM up her mind to take a certain course, 
all resistance whether from the princes or the people is mostly waste for want of 
sanction. People of States therefore, and especially Hindus, must wait till the 
picture of the future appears at.least in its bold outlines before such internal 
authority, as the princes exercise, is touched. 

Yon will be very wise in Imving them alone until a reasonable asanrance 
c^tmea forth from anthoritative and reliame quarters that a uniform policy will be 
f.itlowed with reapeet to all of them by the new powera that be. If we land Into 
times when eentrea of power might be more serviceable than diffhsed democracy, 
wc will repent the: deatruction of the authority, such as wc have it. centred in the 
Hindu Princes. This is not as mudi as to ssy that you should not seek redress 
for your grtevsooee or seek justice or sssert yourselves when ooossions demsnded. 
Btat in sir Hindu States you will be wise to pot a limit on these things for s 
while and not provoke tension and bitternsss which may at any moment give a 
handle ta the Briliaher to intervene between the princes end their people and play 
the' proverbial moakey of the fable. 

Jujoioiotjs Advigi 

May* I add a word for the Princes if it msy not offend against the attitude 
of their Hlghneseee. If they have the privilege of being the masters of their 
people^, to them also belong the proud privUege and honour of being the eervanto 
of me pso^ They have the. oovelsd opportunity of being in a poeitlon of doing 
good, to adiyMia of humanity. Thia Is an oppottunity that cornea to man after 
■eries of incarnations according to our Shaatraa and to waste It is a crime before 
God and mao. Perhape they will do* well to lealiae the spirit of the times, the 
flow of the JTal that ia flowing over them and enveloping them and not to wait 
till oampuMon ia applied; hv world-evento sod clrcumatanoea. We have 6fl2 Prin- 
oii and aeeordlng to the information available from the Butler Oommittee Report 

5d oi them have amde any attempt to regulate their privy purse end fix the 
asMBBt. Indian India oovers 771/)S2 sq. miles of arm and has the popnlation of 
101 par sq. aslle white flbe density of tlm population of British India eomes to 271 

K aq. mite. This speaks for itself sod unless the Princes make serious efforts. 

fulate before them is discouisglng. Surely, there is somothing higher and 
abbiM btyoad the nanow horim of women and horsea. 

I do not beltovi that the Britiahec ia gdng to withdraw from Bindusthan for 
too askiog of U ; whether that asking be by the OongrsM or tbe Lesgue. But wbst 
we hnvd to guard agaiust is tbs tetroduotiou of a eystematte eontiolled chaos as 
hvppmMd in Malahsr. Kbhat. Ifflad. Bengal and other places. 

Lsdtai and gentlemen, let ua prepare to eoter ioto the fntura. A new* hope ia 
oniglng over tlie land. A new breath of life ia blowing ovor the face of Blml. 
New aspirattona are filliog oar hearts. Lst us respond to these sod not oliag to 
rssds triad and foand brota. The new idmogy ie furnished by the ^Sndu 
Mshisabba with too veteran fleeter Swatontra^veer Savarkar at its head. We do 
not believe In ahimsa in aeaaon and out of aeaaon. We believe in all mesM that 
bdag freedom to fiindaatbaa. We do not disregard the minorities. TIum have 
tosir dns place in the fntaie constitution bl Hlndnsthao. if they choose lb teke and 
nteks no jnaposterons chdms and look up to the foreigner to support :|||em. As 
onr prebmant put it pitoUy which admits of no improvement, we want III help of 
toe Hnelima on onr way to onr goil of Bwarajyn, bnt we will not up our 
pnisoit. if they to eome wito us. If %Sis tooM to OBposq wo march 
on Inaplte of toam. Tba lormute roos, witn yon if yon oomo : iWteui you if 



ilB. *44 ] PBESIOBimAL ADfiBBBB T» 

a.ff aiggA a.-w 

to ofo to you ftod tlioie who Imito glTM it to Iho Mihmbha ha?o gotlimd It 
ttom tonff dnwn iMrifioet ond honowing ei|Nrieiiooi to whidi nothlDg alio com- 

S ciik llioM who lire io tlio Stotec luiiTa the moat aoatlaot oppMiiaity to help 
a Mafaaaabha. I h«Ta obaer?ad that in pliM whan arms an caniad tealj 
Madinu carry them but Hindna do not. I waa nnabla to aiplain it to nyaau* 
lo 8tatea yon hare the opportunity of taking military tiidning which your 
bratbran in Britiah India have not Dmand a free and unDiaaaed praaa. The power 
of the praaa ia now bdng Incrcaaingly felt and wa muat guard that it doaa not go 
in the handa of cliquaa which have thair azea to grind. Praaa in the Btatoa kia 
^ndioapa that ahonid ba ramoved in the Intoraat of thair own adminlatratlon. 
HonouiM and raprcaantativa papara like Kuari and Mahratia and Mahara$htra 
are avan to-day prohibited in Hyderabad. Thla to mj mind ia antiraly undaland- 
abla and aimilar inatancaa are not wanting in othar piaoca. 


BSPnJBBBIfTATIOn 

You will do well alao to preaa for a npraaantalion at aneh confannoaa aa will 
precede the coming reforma. The Princca may not in all eaaea rapraaant thair 
aubjecta and in fairnaaa and equity they ahonid be raprcaantad by aneh aganta aa 
they may chooae. 

I am convaraant with griavaneea d the Hindua in Hyderabad and Bhopal and 
similar Btataa. Articlaa have of lata appeared in papara about topladminiatration 
there and the iiijuatiee they are aubjectM to. But 1 oonalder it azpMient to leave 
thaaa mattera to be dealt with by the rapraaantativaa of the aaveral btatea ao that 
they apeak with knowledge and authorl^* 

Everybodv of ua, oonaoioualy or otharwiaCi la trying to probe into the fntnre 
and gueaa what ia going to happen to Hindnatnan after the war. One thing ia 
absolutely certain, via. that the “aameneaa** of the world ia not going to continna 
and Hinduathan cannot- possibly prove an azoaptlon. The mmnge is coming 
inapite of Mr. Churehili who declared that ba waa not presiding over the deatlnles 
of the Empire in order to liquidate it. The whole world ia now getting so conoiae 
that the repereiiasioiis that will now follow any event will be far greater, deeper 
and permanent that would have been the ease five year ago. The world arrange- 
ment ia going to be a world affair and not the affiiir of Oburchlira empire alone. 
World opinion ia going to prove a far more efTeotive factor than It hitherto had 
been and then will come in the economic intereata not only of the British Empire 
bat of everybody else, espMiallv America, whoae money and men are playing aneh 
an important role in ahaping the world’a future. 

Hinduathan 'a agriculture, her main industry must get ample scope to develop 
and her ioduatries must grow tFemendously and increase her purohaaing power If 
the saceeaa in this war ia. to be measured in terms of increased wealth whtoh 
alone will recoup the exhaustion of the war which England and America will feel 
after its ends. Hinditsthan’a rise economically i., e. industrially and agrleultoraUv. 
ia thereloie absolutely necessary in the intereata of the winning nations. And this 
economic rise will not come about unleaa ahe ia able to control her dmtlny in a 
large measure. To my mind, therefore, it Is evident that Hinduathan'a future ia 
bright and glorious. 1 have uways held thet the world will not be reotored either 
to peeoe or proeperity onleaa Hindusthen aherea it herself. That is a bellat In 
whi£l have been Drought up, thet it e hiith deep down io my beert jfithoui 
which I cannot breathe. , 1 . 

Let uo now mereh on towards the glorious fntura awaltlog ua and Mnip 
ouraaivaa to enter it confidently and piny onr ulotted part for the battermmt of the 
world. We aeak no Empires. We seek not to enaiave anv people or exploit them 
so that th^ may starve and we may thrive on thdr deatti. Wa aedk onr Iraadom 
and, Qod willing, wa will find it inapite of those who spite na. 


Mn. V. D. Bavaekae’s Appeal 

Declaring open the first aeaaion of the All-India Btatoa Hindu Mah aan hh n 
Conference in Tadanegar, Mr. K. D. Savarkar made a puastonato and 

S iritad appeal for conaolraatiDg all Hindn Btataa in India which were gnat aonteea 
Btrengtn to the Hindna. 

Muty giwt «B|)liw had edited aed raaidied, Me. ^vatkac coDtiBoad. and 
wbao the day came for BriMteta to qait IndU, U would pton^ ^ 

Biudua if they had waakauad ia any way^tha Hlada 8t^ Tta MnaUma, ha 
atated, had begun eoncoUdating Huriim Btatca. Ia Kaahaair State, whidl waa a 


ace in T^nnegar, Mr. V. D. Savarkar made a puaBtonato and 
appanl for cona^ntiDg all Hindn Btataa in India which were great aonteea 
Kto to the Hindna. ^ . ... 
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maOim Stale with e Hiadn ruler ee lie iMad, Ibe Mnelime were a^tetinn; t^l 
Uidii ehoald be the Stele lengnege. slicniiLf]i the Niiem Stele, wim the Biadvi 
were la e bui|ocI 4^ bat Uida wee the Stele leagiieKe. Eaipheetiiag egein the need 
te etnagthealng the Hiadn Slelee whieh, wiSi their aniiised neeUaenr end 
troepe, were reel etrongbolde of Hledae^ Mr* Sererker eeid he feTonred eSorte et 
leiorme In tboee Slelee Imt wee egeinel demoereey If II neeat fheir enbfereion. 

Berller In hie epeedi, Hr. Seeerker eximeeed hie eppieelelion of the enthn- 
eleello leepoan tbo big gethering gene to the ooDfenaee. Esplelniag the obleel of 
the eoateonee, he eeld net the mtee Hindne were now being oig en le ed , beeenee 
the Mnelime bed elieedr oommeneed orgen^ng the Steiee Mndime eleo, Ihongh 
pereonelly he wee for teUng ialtletiTe in enoh mettm end not elwm for being in 
the defeneire. The Mnelime were openlj threelening the nee of e?en Tiolent 
meeeaxee if thej were obetmoM in melr eSbrte ml the reelieellon of Peldelen. 
Under thoee etrenmetenoet. the Hindne ehonld eoneolidele end etrenglhen 
themeelvee. 


Prior to the conference. Mr. B. G. Eheperde, FreMen^ Mr. Y. D. SeTerter, 
Dr* B. S* Moonie, Mr. B. Sfienkere Beo, new Pnmdent of the ^eore Stele Hindu 
Meheeebhe, |lr. Bhoopelem Ohendreeekhere Settj end Dr. P. Yerederejoln Neidn 

were teken In proeeeeion throngh the mein rontee of the town in r ' 

‘ ‘ ‘ - - 

>eelj 

ronle. More then 10.000 neoDle. including i 

ferenoe, which wee held in e epecione pmidel. Mr. Bhoopelem Chendimeekhere 
Setly welcomed th^neete end delegetee. Meeeegee from Dr. Sbyeme Preeed 
MnUie^ Mr. J. K? Birle end Mr. D. H. Chi^reeekhereleh, PrieidenI of the 
Mjeore Legieletire Oonneil emong othere were reed. After Mr. Bererker’e opening 
epeedi, Mr. B. Q. Kheperde delivered the preeideniiti eddreee. 


Third Day— Shimoga— 11th. April 1944 

noceedlage dc WeeelntloDe 


The three-dey eeeeion of the Atl-Indle Steiee Hindu Meheeebbn Oonfamnce 
concluded after peaeiog eeveiei reedutione on die Ittli. Apdl IHL 

The Sret reeolntion ezpreieed loyalty to the Myaore Threne end the eeoond 
wee about the Meheeebhe ettilude end policy .regeroing the demand for Beepon- 
alble Government in Indian Steiee. 

By another reeolntion, the Conlerence approved the Viceroy’e recent declere- 
tion ne regeida Indin being one indivieible unit geogn^iceily end econonl^y 
end etiongly oppoaed end condemned the propoeel for vfvieeotlon of Indie. One 
leeolation denonnced the eonatent egltetioo carried on by Mnelime in ttie Steiee in 
favour of Urdu in preference to the provinelel lenguege end urged the Hindne to 
■gitete for the adoption of ancient Seaekxit (Nidite Hindi) ee tim lingua /ranea of 
Indie end not HindnetenL The Conference adopted e reeolntion urging the Stetee 
Hindne to aeek repeal of the Arme Act eed. wherever poeeible. form netlonnl 
delenoe oorpa with e view to prbteeting Hindndom egeinet hoetUe forcee both inter- 
nal end entemel. An appeal wee mane to the Hindn Priocee^ by another xesdotion. 
to hold, organiee end attend meee Hindu preyera in their reepeetive Stetee once 
e week with e view to inatilling in the minde of thdr Hindu euMeete n common 
bomi nod devotional cnlturil unity. The Conference eleo reeolved to agitate lor 
the IntrodnetlOB of oompnleory'militery ireining for Hindue, beeenee in view of 
tbo long hietorieel tnditione of Indian Stetee, militerieetion would go a long way 
for tbe jvreetifel etteionicnt of Indian independence. Another reiolution eppeeled 
to the Hindu womeo to preeerve the prietioo purity nod greetncM of Hindu eul- 
tnie end enjoteed them to elweye carry on their peraon keceri, kirpen or piitol for 
. ilie purpoae of eelf-deienom 


Before eoneinding, the open eaeilon of the 
M Iwe more reedlittioha, one urging upon 


: d Mpnt iynmeAntely to inhrodoee Hindi ei promlaed by the Prime ] 
ptoieet the aeUdbai rightn ef the Hindue d the State end atop ilie 4 
Itauto onihr aie;ptetexl'Of Idwn ieiprovement The reaolotion elip 
M^jiWhereje .tejMil ei> end lo Sie fM»^*Hiiida poBcy. now eublly; If 
SpmkS finliler; TSmideed remintaQii requeeted the Hleeiii’e^ilS 
leemlt end ehia Hiadwe to SO per cent of the Stetee Servieee ^ 
eied eleo yiolieled egMnil the eati*HMa polh^ of the Hisemh GdiS 


unent. 


MfB^ nilB mNDU maiBABHA 


. la aODwritaliM irtih 
Aflaw npNMBtetitM M 


-AO Alb 'M ] 

The OMfennee rattorfaed the Piarideat to 
IhaStatoa B a bha a aa Eiaaatiaa OoaMiittea of aot aMHO ’ 

atapamy aaaaean to aetda Iba ooaaUtatioa aad oil__ 

9k pvmnlb the taml 0 IB 08 of Iha ooninl onniiiMitkNi will bo loeotod 
Baaniim «Mi Mr. Q. Y. B a w aeha r aa Oaaaaal BaanS^. Iha 'Ooahiaaaa a 
aa Mqute aM^^A Dr. B. 8. Mwmk a^ OUkmn aad Dr. ¥. 
Yaiai^Jalu M^a aad Mr. & G. ^apaida aa aiemlm to 'Hall aad aa«aiia iato 
^ atoto of adUn oonaaiaiag Hindu to vaitooe Stotoa aad aeaba a taport to 
tna eaeeatiTa eomaiittM aa aariy u poaaiblab Tba Ohainaan ma aathuSaad to 
aooiit tiro la pr aa m totfra nambaia for aaah Biato riaitad by the eoaaadtlaa for 
parpoaaa of aaqniry. 

The Mjiore State Hiadn MehaseUia 


lb« Ba Roo*o Addioit 

**OrinBlte your Utoo, mllitoriio yonr polltlooi oloblioh your poUej with Vedle 
Oonnoil, Aryo Btioiobho, Aryo Vidyotobho ond Am Dhorniotoblio**» osbortod Mr. 
B. Skmnkar Bao In tho oomie of bis prssldontisl sddiois to the third ssisIod of Iho 
Mysore Stote Hinda Msbsssbbs held In ^Tsdn Nsesr *. Bhlinogs on the lOlh. 
A^ 1t44. **Biend united,** he sdded, ^^ondw the ulnda bsnner, ssiert the 
dignity end trsdition of the sgelosg Hindu enltnre end stsnd flrmly 

bj the sncient Mysoxo Throne.** It wss sedition to preeeh Pikisisn In 

Mysore State. Hindus should beoome ag gr esitfe and not Mmit their 

right to be ignored or belittled through sloth and ladlffefenee. They should 
not support the slogan that Muslims must be appeased eren at the eupsnse of 
Hindu tamyers. 

Mr. Shankar Rso depreeated separate electorates In Mysors. He finally exhor* 
ted the Hindus of Mysore State to pay loyal alleglanee to the Mysore IhronCr end 
said that the allegianee muso be baaed not only on the Bnler's possming • 

srilitary and police to enforce his temporal authority, but on account of his bdhig 
the protector and upholder of the ancient Hindu culture. 

Ihe Ohairman of the Beoeption Oommlttee, wrieoming the Presldint end 
deliBotes, urged the much«needw social reforms among the Hindus like the 
sbeirtion of untouehability, sad child-marrisge and throwing open Ihe temples to 
Dep r essed Qssses. 

Db. Moowjb ow Dbiiivd fob Rbbponsiblb Gkrrr. 

Referring to the question of Responsible Qoyemment in States, Dr. B. 8. Jfcoq/A 
in the course of a press interriew, said democracy was a new thing beiog introduesd 
into the administration of India. Democracy meant dispersion 0 ! power from the 
heed of the State to yarious parts and as such Hindu Mshasabha approTsd and 
appreriated It But It was to be looked at from a practical point of Tlew. They 
had a Goremment in India which was British and therefore must ase what klaa 


of men were at the head ol the Government of India. Responailde Government 
riionld be first introduced into the premier state of HydsiabM and then Into other 
states. Dr. Moon je next referred to the controversy over fisgs in Mysore jmd ques- 
tioned as to who won the battle of Seringapatam, where Tippo wss killed and Ihe 
Mysore State was reinstated as Hindu Rai. It was the Marathas lepreasating the 
Hindus, he stoted, who won the battle. Tbus^Mysore State had htm built tS the 
power, skill, Intelligence and valour of Hindus under the lesdershlp of Msmthss. 


The Sikh-Hindu Milap Conference 

b.llwdilM4 


A lotot iBbrt i. mmOtA i 
— to ontor 
to. Btodvi 1 
I apiwM to '; 


to towkm.t. Bm JMgn. «/ 

1 to. two bigbly mltu.d wroa. — 

If totoBBtontoadtog OBBtod dntog wm 

t tonrt eoMaUdatl.^ ^ Mte Mai||ji* 
4, to.. MB aart pnrarfBl teBamw a. to. 
MbTtomo. MMM. to bpto fawi to. dMNin 
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of infiiilve oferml of oonio of oor Modim frieodf fai pom. The pdittat udIoq 
of no two inportoat ninoritlM Id the land of Fife Bifon igoiBil m ooaatttatte 
that oonoeded protoetion to the malority commimi^ hi the ob» amOImnI to iwrtofo 
the morale of oon-Miialime eferjwiMro. Let na— Bikha aad Hiadao— bo attfet hi 
politioi lor odf-preeerratioo,** aaid Sardar Sant Singh, If. L. A, (Oeatral) pioeidliif at 
the Uinda*8ikh-Milap Confereuee held la the apadooe lawai of the Goradalta 
Bhayao, Lahore on the lOth. MarA 1044. A hn|A gathering r m wea ea ring Che 
two eommnfiUiea wai preaent. The Oonferenee ^aa laangiirated by Baja Nanadra 
Nath. Many prominent citiMoa were preaent. 

Beferring to the Ooyemment of India Act of 1035 and the eatabKabmont of 
proylneial autonomy in the Paniab, he aaid that aafepnarda profided for a majority 
community in the conatitntionaf act of a oountry wi^ left to the Mother of Parlia- 
menta to perpetuate aueh an abanrdity. 

QoD-Snrr Gift 

The Bardar added, with the introduction of provincial autonomy power fell 
into the handa of thoae who were oppoaed to all aorta of political program in the 
country and bad actively aided with the bureaucracy to retain the hold of Britiah 
Imparialiam. One might call it ill-luck for the Punjab bnt the fact remained 
that feudal ideala, tribal attachmenta and big landlordtam proved to be a deciding 
factor in our Mualim conatituencim. 

When the Unioniat Party waa crumbling the war came to their reacne and 
the DMence of India Act waa paaaed granting draatio powera to the provincial 
Governmenta, 6. Sant Sing continued. Membera of the Oongrem Phrty in the 
Punjab Aaaembly were put behind the bare. The oppoaition in the Aaaembly waa 
bromi. Thoae who had been backing the Akali Party, loat their nerve* The atroim 
men in the party went behind the bare. The Akali Pa^ loat their andior. It 
awerved in the direction of co-operation with the Unioniat Government and entered 
into a pact which came to be known aa **8ikander-Baldev Singh Pact’’ *T am not 
againat political bargaining. But in thia pact there waa no politkal bargaining at 
aR. To me it appemed to be an unprecedented political anrrender by the Akali 
Party to an adminiatration which waa virtually a Mualim adminlatratton. A poll- 
tioal formula unknown to Parliamentary ayatema of Government waa announced 
to the people of the Punjab. While S. Baidev Singh waa to ait with the Govern- 
ment, the men of the Akali Party were allowed to ait with the oppoaitioa* No 
greater abaurdity waa ever perpetrated by any aenaible political party in any country 
in the world,” he aaid. 

The Sikh politica thua began to crumble alnce 1043, he added. The Pact 
went a long way to atrengthen the handa of the Unioniat Party, while it eonaider- 
ably lowers the preatige of the community. 

The aecond big blander committed in the province. S. Singh aaid, 'waa the 
iaunehing; of the movement known aa *Acad Punjab Movement.” The third big 
blunder that weakened the Akali Party’a bold on the Sikh ma aaea waa their poliey 
of dirtation with the Mualim League. B. Ajit Bingh’a incluaioii in a puiely Mae- 
lim L^ue’a Government in the N. W. F. r., waa the fatal at^. 


Sbam Gabb 

Tbeae blundera^ the Sardar add, coat tiie Akali Party tremendoualy in preatige 
and influence. 

Beviewing the politied aituation in the country, S. Sant Singh eald that today 
**we need a joint, common front agpiinat the opponenta of our country*a program.” 

The nceaent provinoid adminiatration had ita run for aeven ycara now, he 
add. Under the garb of coalition minlatry, a purely Mualim adminiatration waa 
funetioning. Under the garb of promoting harmony there waa a pian attempted 
to replace non-Mualima by Mualima in the key poata of the province. The grie- 
vanee waa not that the Mualima were petting the higher joba but the grietanoa 
waa why they were getting them ezcluaively. The charge againat the preaent ad- 
miniatration in the province waa that the power waa bdng ao manipulated that 
dl placm of power muat go to the Huallma alone. **Our funoliou to-day ia to 
warn the provincid Government of the danger of complete breakdown of : tlM ad- 
miniatration if thia policy of communal diacrimination ia paralatad 
And on our part we should check the further deterioration In the toe 

membera of Servicea belonging to communitiea other than Mudimi.”wm||p. 


S. Bant Singh auggeated : *Td the first place a ationg Seoretaria 
The history of Servicea d each employee with qualification of each bil 
ioitahla aeotionof the Secretariate. It should be the du^ d the ^Bi 


Simtad. 
^ in the 
iiiale to 
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ig a d 
Altiilt 


Sir Q6M Ckand Karang tturnght diai for nnUf _ 
ftrloot aUiMt dtlifr oatural eohetioo of pnuatt from « 

Ha waa aorrf to aaj that tha fliadaa had loai that natural 
tba laaaon mj othar peopla wara tiaatlag them in ao alightlag a mnnm^ Tha 
Hindua and Slldis ooiud not ba aepaiata. The Sikha wara tha aword-arm of tha 
Hindna. They wara in laet thair ahiald and tha Gum had Ininaad a agfacH of 
aufibring and aaeriflaa in them In ordar to protaet tha Hindna. Tha Hindna ia?a- 
rad tha Granth Sahib aa mneh aa Sikha did baeanaa tha Oranth ^hih aan- 
tianad tba gnat namaa of Bonm and Kriabna. It waa tha Gnath 8i£ib whiah 
fnoaidad atrang^ and aolaoa to tha Hindna of tha Pnnjah at tta dna of thair dii^ 
tiaaa ioat aa tha Bamayan halpad tha Hindna in tha XT. P. and othar profinaaa to 
lota and atand by thair raligioo. Spiritnally and enhntnl^ tha Hindna and GKIha 
wan ona ai^d it waa high tima that t^ gara np all thair airandiinilaadiiiga and 
ramainad nnitad aa ona man. Ha wiabM tha Hindna woidd laalioa tha haary blawa 
whidi wmf being giran to them to wipe them out of aaialanca. Havlhg taidiad 
with tha Bindnai aaid Sir Goknl Ghand, thoae who wam engaged' in oiaatfng a 
gnlt would taaeh tha Sikha a ainrilar laaaon and treat them In tha like amnnar 
nnlaaa tha Hindna and Sikha wara nnitad. Ha warned tha Sikha againat fatting 
in tha trap which had bean laid for them. Ha waa aorry that lor a patty anm m 
Ra. 4000 for tha praehar of Gnrmnkbi, tha Sikha had aorranderad tbamaalm to 
tha lata Sir SIkandar Hyat Khan. Ha naked them to ramambar that wharaaa they 
wanted to propagate Gnrmnkhi, tba Govarnmant had made np their mind to taaen 
Arable along with Gnrmnkhi and for giving Jhatka .to Sikha they ware allowing beef 
to tha Mnaiima Inataad of ailowing them Halal. 

Ha naked tba Hindna to raallaa tha preaanra from ontalda lent tha dream of 
Mr. Jinnah to rnla ahould ba raaliead. 

SiKBB Ahd HiiTDua Am Om 


ffardar 3ani 3inght in tha eonraa of hie oonelodlng ramarka, aaid that aplrit- 
nally, hiatorloally. caltnraily and politically alao tha Sikha and Hindna weip one. 
Under tiia Unioniat regime, tha Pnnjnb Hindna and Sikha had been xadnead to a 
poaition which if aeeapted would lead them nowbara in tha nblitieal Ufa of tha 
provinea. Tba Montgomery by-alaction had left a leaaon for them and it waa that 
nnlaaa the Hindna and Sikha wara united now, in future onij Unloniata or their 
man would ba returned to tha legialatura and it could wall oa Imagined what it 
wonld mean. While pleading that tha righta of the non-Mnalima in the aarvieaa ahould 
1^ protected to tha utmoat aa alao thair political xigbta, 8. Sant Singh warned tha 
Hindna and Sikha that in eaaa they did not appreciate tba raalitiaa of life and 
tha aignifloanoa of what waa happening to them, they wonld ba put out of axiau 
anca noon. 


The Mahakothal Hindu Sabha Conference 

BilMpiir-~29th. & 30tli. JaaiuuQr 1944 


Hm fOHowiag axlMto «m tefean fnmDr. 0. 8. Jg^«I 
ddhtnd on tba oeowlon of tba Mabahotbal Pnvinolal Hindu 
bdd at ranani (G> P>) on and latb. Jannat, 1944 

Xhe CkrMitm Sdmut aa^a : *It is now tliM lot n nUgiou mini, 

Bindna alone, aa tbor an all tbinUw in tanns of tboir 
ni ^.1. and aaUonal aanama. it is bowanr a Ut dUBenn to ondantn 
iSbitba'idiglononflTal^ Hr ito nwtian of niMow nrhal. I 
Ckrkftim MmtUat don ^nara to a» that tbon is^| onanM^to^ 
tba Obinyan idiidon. If that ba tbn tba tann,"nlijpMs loHnl* 
to IndiOi mat naan “Barinl of Hiadniam.” that ta, an day*l»di9 # 

Hindn wwM in Bindnstbaa, inolading ann the fonralallan of • panr^ 
lot ihoald ba basad oMo tba nl nfital. that ia tin .n?M of 
ddub If tbo airin of tba Siistiaa worldAnn to bo taMind biT Ao niiit 
nilnl of Obiiatbuii^ and dnOarij of tba Moatan mrid bf ttoagiilt otImi 
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g^^ai tairij y tte M «bmiqr b« to M ttfti Om ■Ain lo tbo 

Htoda woild lioit olio bo inmloed by tbe qdrlt of Htoduiim* 

pobllo tdmliilitrotuiii of tbo oottotry tho Hiadiio hofo not yot biipiB 
to iblok in too opirii of Uio lo-eolled 'nllgloiio mifol** oo tbo ObriotiooB ond l&o 
Moolemi ora doiiifc. They oio ■tilt in th» onhodoi itoge of boliof that tto pnblio 
■dniiQlitroiion of tho oouniry tkould not bo nblatod by oonoidmtioiiB of eommnnol 
eoiitrpforte ond fonotieloiii of roligions roftotlo. Tlio Hindno mnot tbocofoior 
now loorn to go ont into the world ond dovolop tho boldnooi ond fronkooiB in 
mointoining t^ tho Toligioni revifol in mpoet of tbo Blndn world mail bo tho 
r^YiTol of Hindu roligion. Thni, io ono word, it will be no oin If ^ Hindu 
Mobiiobbo wore to My that tlio constitution of Hindaothon, tbo londof tho Hin- 
^ 0 , ihouTd be based upon lbs Vedas os tbo oonstitutlons of the lands of tho 
Christianity and Islam ore to be baaed on tho tsfifol of these religions. Of eourssi 
for the protection of their religionB and cultures, there ore tbo formulas fortunately 
evolfod by the League of Nations, though now defunct, which rsproeonts too 
combined wisdom ond statesmanship of Europe including England and America. 

No 8ni 

I hoYO read of apme criiiciams in respect of my suggestion that It will be no 
■in, if the Hindu Mshasabba were to eay that the oonatitutlon of the Hiodnstban 
should be based on the Vedas. It is said that India is not a homogeneous coun* 
try. But then which county is there in the world which is homogeneous, so far 
as the religion is concerned f Are the Arab Nations or tbs Atik Union who 
aspire to base their conetitution on Koran, are bomogeneont t There are qnarre- 
IliDU Ohxietiana and Jewa in thoae oonntriee— what abont them f In England 
iieell, ie not the conetitntion baeed on CSirietianity and it not the King in the 
conetltntion required to take the oath of being the 'Defender of the Faith,'* that Ie 
the Proteetant Ohrietianity and not of Boman Oatholio Ohriatianity, though there 
■re eeferal other religions commnnities In England T Ae for some people io India 
being Yiolently dieregardlnl of the authority of the Vedas, was there syst a cltil 
war in India ae it wee in England between Borneo Oeibolic ObriatUnity and 
Protestant Chiiatianiiy t Ae the Koran and the Bible are the eacred books of the 
Moeleme and the OhiietiaDe, so Ie the Vedae the eacred books of the Hindus, If 
the Koran and the Bible ere not hopelessly ioadeqaate for the material probleme of 
their Nations, why ebould Vedae alone be ooneidrred as bopeleeely inadequate for 
the material probleme of India 7 It is foolieh to talk of abeordlty or harm 
scorning from following the dictates of one’s own religion in one’s own eountry. 

The principlee of poet-war recooetrnetion so far as it conesrns the Hindn 
world of Hindusthan most necessarily be briefly 

(1) RsYiYd of Hinduism, that u, the VeoM should be tbs bests of the new 
conatitntion. 

(2) ProYision of msking education easily sYsilsbls to all, both men and 
woman, without any exception so that all tbess iDStinets which are tbs natural 
sttribntCB of mind together with the intelleol and power of.discrimiDsilon of right 
from wroim should be dsYslopcd to their fullest possible extent 

(3) with a Yiew to prsYent bailies, ooYstoue eggreesonl, or mleohief mongers 
from committing breaches of public peace dther by way of creetlng internal oom- 
moEon or of iowting toYssion by external enemiss, the cult of the dsYslopmsnl of 
seisnoes. that is, the natural inexorable desire of probing Into and solYing and 
gaining mastery oyst the mysteries of tbs uniYsroe abonld be kept np and dcee- 
loped ; io that me modem methode of warfare may be assimilated end the netion 
be made atrong and ready for self-defence and for pnnisbing eYH-dosrs. 

(4) An indnstries, both major and minor, with their aeopmpsnimenti of 
aoientifie inYcatigetiona end deYefopasente should be established In Indie ; eo that 
the dependency of Indin npon other nntione lor Implemente of Silf-defeoce nnd 
other neoee si ti ee of daily life shoold be blotted ont ... t. ^ 

(3) Coumeroe nod msanfectorlee abonld be so ^eltm^ an to be nbts to 
comidotsly lemoYS uaem^oyment or to rsdnoe it to tim mmlmnm Md swy 
pemoB abonld be aUe to get ndMuete food in n syotem of bslMOcd dial tor the 
improfement of hie tealth and Vlgoar with n Yiew to eioioiae toe syUs of poYerty* 

BOLOTIOSli or lllFABBB 

If mn look to th, oiifta of Uw dMdloe|e, it will b, notiMd tfeirt it to wtliily 
th, nmt of Uw OngnM pdtoT^Hid pnennaM of owwoppmtiM ia to attiwm 
to OTdT, iDdMWDdoM fbr ft tto mM tlwt tUs dMdIpak woald bo oolwU 

U Mdiotau oad Uw OoapMO tootei mwld bo w looow t . Bat 


MO MAHAEOBHAL HIRDU BABHA OONIEBENOB [ BiLABnni-. 

poiteff Buit tlMy ait lelaMtd, then an atlll two nal biiidlea la lha waj- oaoia the 
attitMO of the Biltieh Oofcraneat and Ita dlUn^nation to part with real power, 
and the eeeond la the anoompromldag attitude of Mr. Jinnah and hla Mnalim 
Leagoe. Aa for the nieaae of Mahatna Gfandhi and Ooogreaa leaden, the Hindu 
Mahaeabha haa been inoeeeantlj neking lor their nleaee. bat the point that worrice 
la e r e n auppoaing that Mahatma Qandh! la releaaed and eren the Britiah Qo?ern- 
BMBt la pnpared to part with power, aaj, eren nnconditlonally,— will Mr. Jinnah 
and hla Mnalim Leagoe oome round to ahake handa with the Oongreaa and the 
Hindu Mahaeabha on terma of equity and Juatlee without inaiatiug on their preWoua 
aeoeptance of Pekiatan ? 

Whatever that be, the Hindu Mahaaabha in order to do ita utmoat to co- 
operate with all in aeeurlng National Government haa been and ia alwaya prepared 
to put all oontrovenlal »points in cold etorage untif the war la over and the time 
eomea lor the formulation of a eonatitution. It ia alao prepared to join handa with 
all politieal partiea for forming an interim National Government on the baaia of 
their proportion in the general population of the country. 

Fbagbir Or PAKirriH 

Aa for Pakiatan, Mr. Jinnah may very well fling threata in the face of the 
Britiah Government to *aelae,’ Pakiatan ; but we know the Inherent atrengtb of the 
Mnalim League aa of all otlier iiariiea aa compared with that of the British 
Government. 'Hie utmoat that we can therefore aay in the matter ia that the 
Hindu Mahaeabha will fight to the utmoat and to the laat to maintain the integrity 
and unity of India. Mr. Jinnah may go on aaying that ''there can be no com- 
promiae on the question of partition and division of ludia,** but we have learnt to 
take hia heroic words with always a grain of salt in the faith that, ultimately, 
finding Hindu Mahasabha too strong with ita attitude of equity, justice, and fair- 
play, Mr. jinnah and the Muslim league will be convinced of the futility of their 
present intransigent attitude and then of the need of cultivating friendship with 
their elder brothers, the majority community of the Hindus. 

But there ia one pitfall and it will delay the dawn of sound sense and 
realistic comprehension in the Muslim League of the fundamental bar of justice 
and reason which ia represented by the Hindu Mahasabha. 

It is feared and even openly said that the Oongma In ita defeatist mentality 
in respect of ibe Mnalim League, will yield to Mr. Jinnah and agree to ita proposal 
of partition of India into Hindu India and Muslim India. But Mr. Jinnah is a 
shrewd politician and knows that the Congreas haa not any standing in the matter 
of giving away anything concerning communal adjustmenti^ hojnever powerful it 
may be, so far aa the political matters are concerned. In this controversy the 
position of the Hindu Mahasabha is nnassrilable and Mr. Jinnah knows fully about 
It. Ultimately, he knows, he will have to negotiate with the Hindu Mahaaabha and 
the duty of tna Oongress will then only be to bless what would have been settled 
between the Muslim League and the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Niw BLOQAira 

Coining of slogans is a method of propaganda which, in praetioe, has been 
found to be most eueoUve. Slogans oabm the imagination of the masses who are 
moved by its spirit and meaning, though they may not understand the reaponsibt- 
litiea involved. 

In India at present, there are two such slogana— rone "Quit India** of the 
Oongress and the other "Divide and Quit India** of the Moslem League. The mass 
followings Routing these slogans of the Oongress aa well aa of the Muslim League 
are fired by the meanings conveyed by these slogans. 

But they do not understand the reaponsibilitiea involved. That part of the 
buainesa^ they leave to their respective leaders. 

The Hindu Mahaeabha has not yet coined any auch slogan ; it may thereforei 
be assumed to possm an open mind. 

for the Oongtees slogan of " Quit India,** It means that the BiitiAam^ 
eomaseneing with Lord Olive up to the Rt. Hon. Mr. Churchill and Mr. Amsff ilio: 
have eetabluhed their empire over India during the last, aay, 125 years, both by Mr 
diplomatic skill and by their swords, should give up their empire, simply beeaiae' 
the Oongress is pleased to ask for It and the Britishers abould pack niylSid gahaeh 
to their nomeland some eavan thousand miles away beyond the aeaa. fiio m whit 
the Oongress calls "ladependcnce,** and the Oongress believes that it won't leqniro 
any army, that ku any organised force, to maintain the Independence thus* 
aeeuiid. Leaving aalda m question of isamillty or otherwise of liia slogan of the 
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jitn^ OTH^wSu2p"ta bm 

lBdim_ mm and mwMf wMfaont My oOMidMMtlM whr' * 

■tnngthaBiag Md MpMwng tbeir ampii& It ia baaauae of I 

1 ■oA *>« eojoyiag tb p wM a t aMt poaition aaoMg dw aatima 

in UM worlda 

Now tho qaenlon it^Will th6 JriSStttrtljSmply battiiiie they oio lo 
IndiA and go bmek to tlwb lioma ? Bat then what about tho aonou 


leave ^ _ 

of Mr OharohUl'lhat it ia not Ibr the pariXNm of liqaidating 'the BritUh Gi^fe 
that he has accepted the firat Miniaterahip of Hia Imperial Ma}eitJa the iSog 
Emperor ? And even anppoaing they, out of generoelty and Mrneaa, leave India, 
what will the Oongreaa aain more than what it calla Independence ? What re- 
payment will have been made over the purpoae of apendiiig blood and money ^ 
the Britiabera for the ezpauaion of their Empire t iShoald It be allowed to go 
waate ? Oau we not take up the idea atarted by Mr. Ourtiii, the preaent Mme 
Miniater of Anatralia and appreciate ita advantage from our point of view 7 The 
Prime Miniater uf Anatralia advocates the eatabliahment of a anpreme body whioh 
ahould govern the afiaire of the eniire British Empire after the war. Of eonraiL if 
thia idea materialiaes— and it will be no wonder if it doea after the war, then— how 
will thia Bupreme Council be formed, if not on the baaio of freedom and damooraej 7 
The British Government have alreadv promised freedom and democraey to India 
and it is likely that the promise will be given more or leas concrete shape after 
the war. Thus India will be as free in her domestic affaira as tbe several domi- 
niona— ‘SUch as Anatralia, New Zealand and Canada are at preaent, not ejccludlng 
even England, the mother country of the Empire. India having gained ita freedom, 
if India were to choose to remain withia tlie Empire, she will have the right to 
have her aay In the formulation of this Bupreme Empire Council to carry on the 
‘‘Supreme United Government for the Brttiah Knanire.** Naturally and aa a matter 
of course and of right, this Bupreme Council of United Government on the baale 
of democraey will be composed of representatives from the different component 
parts of the Britiah Empire enjoying treedom and their numbers will be fixed on 
the basis of the proportions of their popuUtioiia in the general populations of the 
Empire. Here India will have a special advantage, being populam as it ia by 40 
crorea of people as contrasted with hardly 5 crorca being tbe population of Eng- 
land, and with the populations of other dominions which art meaaurrabla by mars 
lacs. Thus, this Supreme Council tbe United Government of tbe British Empire 
will have representatives from India very far in excess over the combined zepre- 
sentativea of tlie several dominions and England itself, 'iliis Council will then be 
dominated by India and the British Empire will than be automatically changed 
into the Indo-Britiah Empire. . . ^ ^ 

la thia not an advantage if India after getting her freedom chooses to remaia 
in the British Empire 7 Will this not be an adequate repayment for ail the Indian 
money and blood spent by Britain like water during tbe last 125 years of Its mle 
over India for the expansion of her empire 7 

Advaatage . , ^ 

If this ia to be ridiculed as a day-dream, then what about the Ooogieaario^ 
of *Quit India*’ 7 It la moat significant to not that ideas on this pattern are bebg 
enltivated in the United Stotes of Af^ca. j.. . , • a a 

The New York Magaslue-^Fortune,** in an editorial, “Britiah topin And 
United States** says : “In nine cases out of ten, aigumenta about the British Im- 
perialism boil down to India And American intellectuala believed More ^War 

that the only solution for India was immediate and eomplate indmdem EvMte 

have Umperad the judgmenta of some.** Mwtipoiog later <m, about the glowing 

Volunteer Indian Army, now of 20 lacs, and of 52? 

doubled and, what it more, of India beiiig 

tor aa before to the extent of at moet of %000^XX» dollars 

Bank balance growing at tbe rata of about W,OOO.OOD dollara Monally,** tha Maga* 

sine Hiya : “In theae oirenmstancea, India may merge ** 

of an 'annexe to iihe British Empire but ns a ’dlSL?* 

[ujw^ Sodbla^the dMatareated ^pinkw uf 


the' Oommonwealih......Tbe 

Emptied eieatlve achievement ^ 
la it not worth onz 



tell 
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w *■*“ Ml hMtof |te bwi i WMtt tei t to ■Bf'tenKaa, of tli* 
DC ol tii» Miiit IiMtiw will. I koMi teteMMot mA MKf piteap* 
tea. lAhh wteport ay tau^i^KwtetalMo. 


Barbda Hindu Sabha Conference 


The foUowing fe e cnmiBafT of the oreeidenilal epeeeh of Or. B. 8. Moonje at 
the Hlodn Sabha Oonferenoe of iBeioda Statep held at Baroda in the laet week of 
April 1044:— 

So mnoh hae been eaid and written abont the Hindu Mehaeabha and ite 
aotifitiee both bf its enpporteri» aa well ae by ite opponente that there ie nothliiK 
left that eonld be eaid to be new in conception or that hae not been prerionely 
ciJd or written* I hare, therefore« to aek the Hindns to be united and to be conti- 
nnonsly on the alert. Beoaoee no Nation or no commnnity can lire or thrive 
which le not alwaye on the alert to defend itaelf whenever attacked. 

Bnt of late two eveata have happened and it ia but natural that the Hindu 
Mahaeabha ahould aaaeea the value of the reaotiona of theae eventa on the part of 
the varioua organlaationa and on the life of the ffindna. The firat of theae two 
eventa ia the epeeeh of Hia Excellency the Viceroy which ia the firat of ita kind 
ainee he aaanmed the Vlceioyal^ recently and aeeond ia the interview which Mr. 
Jinnah haa given quite recently to a correapondent. of a Britiah newapaper. Tbcee 
are the impmant eventa and It will be worth one while to analyae their effecta. 

GnooniPBiOAii XJviTf of Ihdia 

Aa for the apeech of the Viceroy.* the firat thing that ia atriking ia that the 
langnage and the phraaeology of the apeech la entirm out of line with what we 
have bMn aoenatomed to aa coming from Vioeroya. The langnage ia atraight, clear, 
direct and to the point There are no diplomatic ambiguitlea or involutions. 
We mnat oongratnlate him. Such langnage can only come from a true aoldier, 
though even in him the Innate and inveterate love of a Britiaher for what may be 
deeenbed aa inaerutable diplomacy haa not left untouched. Bat whatever diplo- 
macy them may be. one ahould not forget that there can be no effective diplomacy 
uhlm it ia baaed on a living conaetoneneaa of a fonseful aanetion behind, which 
the Viceroy haa in ample meaanre. One thing however ie eertein thet there are no 
ambteitiea eo far ee the lengnege naed ia eonoerned. The preaent Viceroy hea 
olaeriy and diracUy told both the Hindoo and the Muasnlmana that **Yoa cannot 
alter geography. From the point of view of defence; of reletione with the outaide 
wiMd, of many internal and external problama, India ia a natural nnit’* Though, 

I w dl aaol nhl e habit of bdng alwayi on the alert, innate ia the British 
" " " ''Yon need not regard them 

i made clear to both the 

development! may take 

plaee in intnr% India, aa tiw Viceroy aeye» will be '*a nirited eonntry”, end there- 
idler than will be a Oeatial Govecameot which will be '*a }dat Britiah and Indian 
ijidr with the ultimate reaponalhility attil remalaing with the Britiah Parliament*” 
Thai it may ha aaid that, ao fax aa the Britiah Government ia ooncened. tfaay have 
givan a fimti leplTi ao far aa finality ean up in tbia world and alao a dead 
onietiia to the dqgana "Quit Ivdia” and "Divin ard Go.” That from the 
Britiah aide, we now definitely, on the one hand, that they will not part with 
power, and therafoiA fiiavR eaanot be indapendeoee and, on the other, tcei there 
will not be viviaeetion, thet ia, divialon of India into Moalem India and Hindu 
India, oo long aa the prwmnt Viceroy ecu help it We muat ba Ihaiikliil beoanac 
now we know where we era going to be defiutaly. 

Ae lor the tranafer of power, if we eerntiaiae deeper, it la a alibt for life 
Qoda to oea. Two Britiahara of Ughaal eminance and authority epeqb and tbonEudi 
they apeak in different language, their altimate meening la the acM One of thsm. 
the preaent Viceroy; eaya: *Vlre m bonnd in fnatice, in hoiionr.,r*Mto hand om 
India to Indian rnle......bttl until tim two main Indian partiMl i Hlndoa and 

Mnaanlmana 1 at leaat can come to lerase, I do not aea any feimedlata hope of 
prognaa* and *tFntil they aou agiee on Ha ( future eonititntloiit| fm, the tmnifer 
oi power eennol be asadeP*. The other, irto ia not laaa a panpl than Mr. Ohnr- 
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enialtf..!r*lhii ift aoV die lime te ideJogtmr ittiliw lor 
the oilier end. oertdnlj we, of Hie Meimlf^ GkmmmenK hmw% not lodnlged 
■elfea in tliii wij ei ell. 




wo feMene% ever liope lor fi^n-iloilem nniij end lor Hendm of 
power dm Brittdrari to Indian buida.f thee tbeie la nab lo^ lor thenglit 
to thoae wlur fed timt Independanea eoeld; be gained bp arguing oa bv appaamig 
Hi. Jinnah by granting bimTidStaa. ^ 

A OuroiRi BoMmrnov 

HoweecE. I maba a oonereta teggmtiOBa Let Mr. Jinnah, the repraaentaliva 
oc tbe Moalema, and Mahatma ChmdBL be were to give np bla daim of lapie- 
aantlng tbe GoDCKaa* and were to adiml to be m oommnal BapiaaeBtatlve of the 
Hindaa oa Mr. Jinnah ia ol tbe Meakflno er Mr. Bavarkar, Pimldena el tbe rfinda 
Mdtombha, dt tegedmr and eome to an oaderntMidhig among themadvea. Lai them 
depodt the doenmtwl ol agreement, withent diaeloalBg the tenna to the Govern- 
with the Imperlat Bmik; and than go together to tha Government deafaurfaig 
Chat tbe Hfaidna and tbe Moalema have come to an aneemant and oak for tha 
tranaler ol power. II the Government were to agree, an right ao mneb tha bettor i 
bat if tbe Government were atUl net to egiee to trenafer, will Mr. Jineah aad 
bla llodema loin banda with tlm Hindna in qnarrelliag aad waning with the 
Govanunent nir the Cienaler of power t 

Mr. Jinneh b e wire men, e worfadj preetioel men. Hekeowa that adthar 
the Hindna nor Urn Modama^ dther dncdf I* combined, oan eeaiea the pew o c M 
Ckivarnmcnt to anriandar power. 

Unvlng ao let diaanaaed bdallj the preiaing ptoblama in the poUlioa of InHa 
aa n whole, 1 dMmld now lap a law woioa abont wbat la agitating the Hindn 
In the Hindn Stataa, 

In iinitnttOA of tha pblitlea of Briddiaja who are lordgn to ladle, the poH- 
perdenlevlp the Hindna of the Hindn Btntea are aarrplng on intandve 
,jndn for tha aetabliahment of what tbop edl damomaep and ra ap a na i h la 
ament in thdr reapaotiva Btataa. 

HieiosioAL ymw Or Tra Btatm 

In eoatraat with Britiah In^ the Hindu of Hlbdn Btatea ahonld alwnpn 
keep la mind two pointe ^ 

i 1 ) Thai tbaFdooa who la miing tba Btotaa la a ropcaantatlva of too 
Hindn Bai of the peat aad u snob inoorporatm In Mmadf all traditoma of dlgnftr, 
aad is annring and denting lor mdntaining toe Hindn Bij 
who wm opporiiw thm during fte puri.GOO fm ot w. IW 
Mr hMrt. 
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(2) Demoottfif uid whatii oOled tlia Bc^pomibfe Qowmmmi on tte Umi 
of wiitafii Nmtioatb m forau al odaiiDiatifttioii which ace quite new lo iarik. 
Theqgli we lifce to. here them Introduced in the edminietietlon of locBe, we amet 
never loiiset the! the leiaait eommuni|y which ie the Hindu Commoaity hen M 
e eaete syatcm which bcioj; peculier to iiemf end not known enywhece elee in tne 
world, ii not very conducive to the wevtern ^pe of democrm^. 

ilaUng them two points into consideTmti^ my oondusion in the metier Is that 
the syetem of democracy and Besponsthie GoTernmenk which is nnistly of the 
Brim eoneepeion shonld first be introduced in the Oential Govemnient m Britisb 
India and fa the Pioeincial Oovemment. After jtbat it abonld tbcn be intcodneed 
in the piemier eftete the Niaam. The other states will automatically follow. 


Htdbbabad Awd Kashmie 

In this ecnneslion, I should like to warn my Biiida brethren. Hiey should 
stn^ and try to know What the foaI motive is which inspires Mussulmans in tiie 
Hydmhsd Btate. on one ride, to oppose the introdnetion of democrscy and Res* 
poosible Government eud the ssme Mnssdlmans in the Essbmir State, on the 
other, to agitate for democracy and RespoiisMe Govertiment. In the Hyderabad 
State the majoritT, that is, mare than UO tmr oent of the subjects, aie Hindus, but 
the Prince is a Mnssulmsa. The converse is the .position in Eskhmir ^tste^ that 
if, more than 20 per cent of the subjects aiie Mussulmsna emd die Prince is a 
Hindu. I hope mj Hindu brethren will take lesson and wsmlng eoneeyed in the 
two contrary positions of the Massulmsns in Eariimir and the Uyderdbad BiAte. 

The Hindu Mahasabha, however, holds that whntever political devriqpments 
may take place in the future, the Hindu Priuces am pillars of strengih nr the 
estriiliahment of Hindu Raj tn Hindoatban. The Hsiulo Mahasabha at rimes, 
may eriticiae them or find faults with them ; yet the . limit of criticism or fsnlt- 
finJing should uot be carried to the extent of veskening the position of the Kndn 
Prince in his State and in his relations with the Crown Representative of the British 
Government of ludia. 

A PBAcncAt. View 


Now I should like to touch on a very delicate matter which concerns only 
the Bsrods State, llio Ruling Prince In Baroda State is a Representative of the 
Hindu power which uprooted the fort'ign empire establiehed and ruling in India 
for more than 500 years itid re-estsblished in its place Hindu Rsj practically in 
the whole of India before tlie advent of the British hardly 125 years ago. In the 
seal for social reform which is a peculiarity more ot the Hindns than of the 
Mnssnlmans, a law of mono;»amy only for the Hindus was passed la Baroda. 
Withont trying to discriminate on merits of monogamy versus polygamy. 1 believe. 
In the fiat place, it was wrong to past a law of mononiny which is dcstfly 
an nnwarranted interference with the Hindu sociology ; and in the second place, 
it te a gresta wrong, I have no hesitaiion to say, to ask a foreign Government for 
bis detfaronemenL If the Prince has broken his own law he has made himself 
liable to critioiam but oritioism should not be carried to such an inordinate and 
snieldal extent. 

Do the Hindus peresive the suioidsi barm that they are doing though un- 
wittingly, by lasisring on monogamy lor the Hindns, white leaving the Mussul- 
mans Ires to have as many wives as they may like T 

Have you got the confidence and annctlon to make a similar law of monogamy 
eompolsory for ths Moslemrif 

The faot is that, in India having Mussulmans and Hindus living side by side 
and eompeting for dominatron. nothing can be taken as good or bad on merit 
alone until ita eflbcts are calculated by the reaction thereby caused on the Moslem 
Clommonif^ which ragsids Hindus as its rivals. 

The Mahanuki of Baroda, of eourse, has a unique position of lespect and 
peraonsl dignity which cannot bo affected by the second marriage of the Mnce. 
Hoc l^nsas, dendls the ssoond marriage. Is all the same the Rajmata, the 
mother of Uio snbjwts of the Btate. It is a position of dignity oompnrsble with 
that of t^ British Eiim when ho takes tiie oath of ^'he Defender of Taith” at the 
rime lid aaeending the British throne. We bow in all humility, loyalty and vop 
veiUDos to Her Highness, the Baimata, though we say that theia was no mint 
lot the Prince to marry again. God may bieea the Royal House of Baroda, ib 
owm • enmlai drbt sf gratitude hi haying been myed Mr Ik 
lioim Moalearisation during Moghul rule of Anraugaeb. 
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dinaptiODtoti but AeitUi poliey ii caooarKiDg VMitm leptea in 
la ptwriaaw whan HindiM an in « alaoriti aadthdr rii^to aad intamts an 
bauc ajatamatlaally aaerifload at the altac of aoidM aonBaaal opportaaiaB. To 
taat ttia ‘toofldaa* of tha Uealan Leagna aa ngatda ita aaalato for tta' irdfara 
of tbo ladiaa paaiiia or area the Maaaatoana^ «a have lepaataaiy oArad enmaate 
for eioaiBg oat nahi, poatpoaiag all eoattorataial poiata xcgMteg m ntan 
coaatiBtlon natil after tna vat and of pnMag forward a nnitad demnd far lanw 
diata kanafar of power apaaiBllp for a rigors and ajateatfa pnparafloa .of 
• na tl oa al d a wn aa M India and atfliaBtloB oTIatUa^ raat teaonroaa for bar eoonoBle 
fagnanlioB. Tbat door of aogotiatioa ia aWt open tboac|i than ia little dMace 
of any aaah aadanlanding baing arrired at in view . of Om nneoncanled Banner 
In whioh all raaoHonary aaBonia an enoonragad by onr nlan to pnt forth their 
napaMotfe aad aaUah daBanda*. 

Praeaodlaga aad Baaidatlona 

A otrong piotaat i^nat what ia tannad aa an oraaniaed non on dw part of 
tha MnaliB Leagna to intarfen with the nliidona Hbartin of the Hindna waa 
!• at the Oonp'im. 

The mdo itmntion olt the Oonffmi od tha agitation againat tha ''Batyartha 

V’ waa mored by Pandit Qanga Praiad, President of tha International 

^tfyan Laagna, and was aaoondad and snmiortad bj Phndit India, Gcawami 
'QaMih Dntt ol Xahoia and Basea Baehittar Bin|^ raspeefi?aly. 

PandU Onnga Pra§ad said that '^Satyratha rrakash** waa a naorad rdigious 
book of tha whole of tha Arya world and, as far as he knew, oirar two and a half 
laUia of ita oopiaa had already been publlshad in Hindi, bnidaa ita tranalationa 
in other langoagea. 

Pandit Jmara laid that tha agitation againat tha **Batyaratha Piakash** was 
a polllioal nova by tha Mnaliin League and U ennat be nipped in tha bnd. 

Gostoamt ChmMh Dutt, a Banataniat leader, assured the Congress that all 
Hindna, imapaetiea of oaate and eraad, would aland shoulder to ahonlder with 
Jtcyn Bama] in the defence of their snored book. 

• 'na Oangraaa aonbluded <00 Bia Jtnd. Fabrnsiy after pasaing a nund>ar 
of MMlaHons tfaeUng the Aryans. 

By one motutkm, tha •esaion oondemned Pakistan and opposed proposals for 
dbiilon of India. 

It saaolTad to ra'sa a fnnd of two lidtha of mpsaa for proteotion of tha "Satya- 
laduk Frakaah”. Promiaas and oolleetiona on tho apot Immodiataly after pnaeing the 
mohiliaa anBOunted to about Bs. 1,50,000. 

By another raaolution, the aesaion raaoWad to organiaa an Arjan Veer Dal, 
aaofis tfiig of one lakh persona within tlirea years and to establish 3ii000 Arya 
Battles aH over tha oonntir. 

fha foniCh reaoliition draw the attention of the Hydanhad GoTammant to the 
eon^Bona following which tha Aryan Batjagraha waa calladof In 1990 and lequaa- 
tad Ums to honour thoM conditions. 

^ the last laaolalion, the aasaloa aigad all Aryans to abolirii the eaate 
and decided that anybody who hwpened to bo a member of a caeta orgi- 
_ a ahould not be allowed mambamblp of tha Arya BamaJ. 

The aearion moiatad a •nb-oomuittea to ace that dne conmdmtion was 
ilrai to Yadle OdtuM ia poet war iceouitmctioni 

ProsMant'a Conalndli 

A rting WBBiag to ^ MatBB LBgse Iwatop intorfaring with the iritgiona 
■■Mere of Aw UiadM aad^ withdrew Awir iwitetioo egeinet the ‘‘Setyuath 
Pi^aeh'' ww Rtfeo by Dr. Ski/ama Pnuai iioomtrjte in his eODeinding e p ee w . 

Dr. IfoiiMwrfar eaM that tha *8atyanth Frekash** waa a aaeied and religions 
hook of o largo oaetiOB of the lodiaa pui^e in Aik eoimtiy and if an attaak came 
troB aithB imoaAen. it wonM not non be noisted by thd Arya 8aaa] hot all the 
Hiadna Anoaghont India. Ha waiaad Aw HoaiiB Lm«m aot to Aoow stooea on 
oAwn whlla thoowAraa liviag to gloB hooaes. 

Hw mahar Hnaad the OovanBoot for allowtog tlw lioiAB lANMi to 
totoifata wiSi & latWooi jA the fliito iB 

Tho opaohor, nferilng to the Bengal stowAoo, i^piehandad a himr _nBaw 
fa 19M AMBthto to 1918. Hooaid Awn wan o aoaplalo btodt^t a( iwm 
BaMHl aad thton won anoh dUhiont bow what a p p eared to thaatk^ The 
joTlOalateyt whiS had haao^Boally nvduihlo lor m kat faaAoib Jito on 
I to otool Boodto Bto phyikally. 


A. 1. Scheduled Gates’ Conference 

Second Session— C«wnpiir->29tli. ft SOth. Janoary 1944 

The oecond teeoion of the All-Indie Sohednlcd Ceetee* Oonferenee wee held 
et Cewopnr on the SOth. dennery 1944 nnder the preeidenef ol Rw> Behednt 
JV. SivaraJ, if. L. A. ( Oentrel )• 

Opening the pTooeediogi, Mr. Piarelal KurwU li.L.A. (Central), Oheinnen of 
the Beoeption Oommittee, eaid that it wee time they retaliaM againat any attempln 
to enpnreea them. 


work, in each pioviuee, paid a warm tribute to Dr. Ambedkar for all that he had 
avliieved for the adyanceroent of the comannity, especially einoe he Joined the 
tioyernment of India. Appealing for elrenutbeiiing the Scheduled Oaatee F^eration. 
Mr. Bajbhoj eaid : **We are ten crorea and it is our aim ai>d hope that out mem- 
hiTsbip mnet be greater than that of any poUihai par*y in the countryJ" 

Mr. Blyai^’a Addyeaa 

Ezpluning the main demanda ol hia community, Mr. Sivaraj said that te 
creating a aenr of aecnriiy among them the new CiinatituUon mniit contain proyi- 
aiona rreogniaiag that the Sohednled Caeta were dietiiict and iieiiarate (l^m the 
Hindus, oonatitutiug an important element In the natioiuil life of India. They muet 
he. guaranteed due representation in the Excentive Govern inent and in the public 
aervicee in proportion to their needs and importance. They di nianded repreaent- 
aciou in all legislatures and local bodies by statute by Uie method of separate 
eic«;toratea. Another yital point to which they attaclied the greattst importance was 
the establishment of eeparate bcheduled Oaeitw yillages away from and iiidepen- 
dent of Hindu yillagea. For the eettlciucnt of his onmiuiinity roembere in new 
villagea, it wae necessary to eet up a Settlement CommisMou. whose muk it would 

be to allot Goyemment land that was culliyable on the new sites. The present 

diviaione in yillages must be wiped out if natouctmbilhy was to disaintear ones for 
all. He ihonght thet this offered the oiily solution to the vrob!< in. 

Appealing to young men in the community to take u)i ,• ubiie wmk. Mr. 
Stvaraj aaid tlmt the Federation claimed to voire the feelings or the community. 
Their women must encourage youths to come lorward to sbr.ulder the burden and 
enlist sapport for the programme and l olicy of int ir organ iaatiou. Espremittg hia 
ni>preeiaiion of the yaluable work of Dr. Ambi^dkar as a member of the Goyern- 
meat of India for the uplift of his community. Mr. Sivaraj lemarktd, tliat lor the 

first time, Scheduled Caste men had been aent out on behalf of India to the 

iiM'eting of the Institute of Pacific Brlationa Conference and to lecture on India*! 
war effort in Great Britain and America. The ^significance of this event ought not 
to be lost sight of by them. It behoved them to support him sud strengthen Dr. 
Ambedfcat'e hands in the Govern men t of India. 


Reaolnliona 

The Conference, at its second sittiug on the next day, the lOlh. Jaanary 
adopted without diasent all the seven resolutions passed earlier by the Bubjeota 
Committee lait night. The diaciission lasted two houra. 

Mr. Sivaraj, the President., moved, at the oiitaet, a resolution of condolence 
on the death of the late Diwan Bahadur M. U. lUJali, which was passed all atandinj;. 

A resolution on the Cripps propotisls declsreo that they are a breach of the 
assurance given by the Viceroy in his declaration of August 1940. and stated that 
ihe Bcb^iiled castes will strongly opiiosa any impicineniailon #tf the proposals In 
the interim period unl**s8 they are modified so aa to promife adequM repre- 
sentation for scheduled castes in the Central and Pfoviiicii*l executives. The reio 
lution oppo^ the Constituent Acsembly proposed by the Congress and agreed lo 
in the Grippe proiKisals on the ground that it will mean framing of the futme 
constitution by caste Hindus. - . 

The Conference by two other resolutions expressed itself emphatieMly agafaet 
the system of begar and forced labour prevalent in India, asked the ^yemaieot 
of India to eei up a committee to investigate with a .‘o, 

by law and asked the Bind Government to recogony S^eduled (^s^ In Sind M 
a mlnori^ and grant them poUtical and educational privileges trhicb a aOner^ 

was en-titled to. • 

resolution supported the reeoluUooi pasted et the Hagpur ContoMoa 



90B A. 1. 60HBDULED 0A8TSS’ OONFEBENOE [ oimiFm--- 

to 1941. The Oooferenoe eelled npon Tetiooe Prorineiel Ooferomenti to foUow the 
leed given by the Ooveroineut of lodie eod define the proportion whidi the eched- 
uled CAttee m entitled lo in the proTineiel pnblie eenrieci end to fix the nnnuai 
•mount to be mot on IJutTenity end higher edneetion of echeduled eeete etndentii. 
Begerding the Government of Indie’e poet-wer reeoiMtrnotioa plena, e reaoiution 
declared diet reeonetmciion would be ^*e ahem end e mookerj** u it wee not plan- 
ned in e manner ao ee to elevate the eeonomie eondiiion of the aehedaled ceatca 
in Indie. <• 

While regretting that neiiher the Bengal Government nor the relief commit- 
teea atertcd by Hindna or by Mualimt p^d any attention to the proviaton of adeq- 
uate relief to the echeduled caf:te people in Bi*ngel, the Conference urged the new 
for apecial meaaurea for Uieir relief. Other reaoliuiona related to the diaabiiity of 
ticheduleil caatea In the matter of reoruitmeut to combatant lorcea, eapecialiy in the 
i'nnjttb, and the Pnniab Government’a lefnaal to treat achediiled caatea aa agrlcul- 
turiata. thereby depriving of the benefit of tiie Land Alienation Act. 

Hpenking on the reaohirion about recruitment of acbednled caatea to comba- 
tant forcc't, Rnrdar Ottpai (Punjab) In a vehement aiieeoh aaaerted that hia 

community yielded to none iii martial apirit and yet they auffered from diaabilitiea in 
hie province. Declann^ that cirgaiiiaed atrength waa their vital need, the apeaker 
urged their leader. l)r. Amhedkar. to exert hia infiuanee with the authoritiea and 
have the rcairiutiona removed. 

Speakera on the various resolutions detailed their experiences from various 
provinces about the aufferinua of scheduled caatea members and were unanimoaa 
in asking them to join the Federation. 

Dr. Ambedkar's Plea 

After the reaolutiona were disposed of, i>r. Ambtdkar waa presented with welcome 
addresaen by three acbednled caHtea organiaationa, namely the IT. P. Backward 
Claaaea^ U. P. ^bedult^ Caatea Scudenta and members of the Reception Committee 
of the All-India Conference. 

Speaking in reply to the vast gathering, which inelnded about fiOO women, for 
fdxtyfiva miuutes, Dr. Ambedkar set ont the role of hit community in India of the 
future and appealed to youths to forge saaclIoiMi by developing organisational 
atrength bebina the Federation ao that no parly, not even the Bntiib Government, 
would dare refute to recognise their hnportanee in the future scheme of India's 
couaiitutionai development. 

He explained that he attended the Conference as a guest on special invitation 
and thought it would have been improper had he^apokeu earlier in the proceedinga. 
He agrew to place his views, he added, before the audience only after ail the reaolu- 
liona were paaaed by the Conference. 

Crowds of vialtora swelled up towards the close of ditcnsidoii on the reaoludons 
«nd over k0,000 people listened clamly to Dr. Ambedkar. 

*^W6 must resolve that in the free India of the futur^ we will be a ruling 
raoa. We refuse to continue to play a role of aubaervienee or accept a position in 
which we could be treated aa aerranta. not maatera*’. dedared Dr. Ambedkar. If 
and when a Swaraj Goveriwnent waa established in India, he asaeTted. Uindua, 
Muslima and the seliednled castes, three parties in the country, would share the 
political power. The days of dominatiou of one community over another were 
oertninly over, and he wanted to make it known tliat the schMuled caatea were 
determined to fight for their rights and claim thair due share in the administration 
of the country. 

XJnleifii they had poliiieal power in their hands, they could not hope to bring 
about the desired improvement in the eonditiona of their poverty-atricken people. 
He viaiiallaed the day when it would he possible to guarantee a minimum wage of 
Ba. 30 a month, provide housing for labour and penaiona aa an inanranoe agatoat 
old age to the poor. „ « « 

'Tbetbrred Hm Communitt to Swaeaj 

Hia answer to those critics who asked him to join the Congresi was Jlidple, 
•aid Dr. Ambedkar. *1 regard as more imiiortant the freedom of the m^led 
caatea in India, the eommiifiity which has been the victim of domhidtion and 
oppression for over two thoiiAaad years.” He preferred to work for the Ubllft of his 
commonil^ rather than for 8#mra] for the country. If any leader asadred him, he 
eontinned, that « he waa prepare to take over the responsibility of Promoting and 
advancing the interesta of um aoheduled castes of which he waa prond to be one, 
he would reconsider the poiltiiott. He refused to recognise aa a leader anyone who 
reeognlaed eaate diatlnotiont or leligioua differences. 
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I to poBte om tito mam of iMr enfliKinfet 
_ - ^ ^ oj tm thm^d Tbt Hlada Dhttma, lie 

iNM tlie mato oMwa. Of all nllgkMa ia iha world ll wia Hiodnirai that 

J diatlaotloaa and ontoaolialdlitf. Ihia waa the eo?er, Ha cloak 

torjOl l^ost^worpoti^oa thcaehadaled oaalea b^caaito Htod^ The poaitioa 
erai to4M. he icmtied to aaf, wm that ta ▼lllaKca they ooald aot lift wiih adf- 
laepcet thcMooa. reltaEatod hie con?ictioB that tl^ mnet diaeard Hiadulam 
aad lofaae to aobmit to iodiniitieo auy loagar. What atmek him moat waa that 
bia community atill cDotiaacdT to accept a poaitloB of huaalliation oaly bceaaae caete 
Hiadne peraiatod ia domioatfaw ove» them. He exhorted the people to rely oa 
their owa atreagth, ahake off the.aotloa Umt they were ia aay way iaferior to aay 
other oommualty. 

‘Build up OEOijriaATiOHAL Stebngtb” 

ProoeediocL Dr. Ambedkar emphadaed the need for bmldioR up sanctlona by 
organiaatioDal atreagth behiod thdr pbUdoal body, the BoMoled Caetee* Federatloo. 
The Britiah Gofernment, he aaid, waa erer ready to ihow eoaaideration to the Mualima. 
If the Ooagfeaa laadera. after their releaae, reaohed aettlement with Mualime oa 
Pakietao or a fffty-ilfty baeia agreemeot, what would be the poaition of the 
echeduled eaatea f If they were to ehare politieal power, they moat be organiaed aa 
oue aoMd unit before they could aueecBafaliy fight for their due righta in the future 
gorernanee of the country. Dr. Ambedkar warned againat the danger of haring too 
many leadera who belie?ed in paper bodice and paper partiea. 

Streaaing the value of women*a eontribntion, he obaerved that their movement 
could not Bucceed unleae their women helped actively the work of , iotenaifioation. 
He attached the greateat value to the formation of volunteer corpa in each town 
and village to epread the meeaage of the Oonference and carry it to viliagea even 
200 milee away from citiea. He urged that they mnat reaiiae their reaponaibility to 
wipe out internal divieiooa among the acheduled eaatea when they demanded of 
othere’ removal of untouchability. 

Dr. Ambedkar concluded with an appeal to atudente and young men to 
inculcate a apirit of aervice to their communito. The taak of ehonldering the future 
burden of welfare of the community would be theira and at no atage whatever 
thwr atation or poaition ahould they forget it. 

Winding up the prooeedinge, Mr. Sivaraj hoped that workera would epare 
no effbrt to carry the meeaage of the Oonference to people in viliagea and educate 
them. He declared the two-day eeaaion cloaedt amidat ahouta in appreciation of 
Dr. Ambedkar’a aeryicea to hia community. 


The Punjab Muslim Students* Federation 


Open SeMnon — Lahore — 18th- March 1944 

Mr. Jlanah’a Opening Speech 

Aaauring the Muslim yonth that th^ bad a bright fatnre if they would put 
forth courage and enargy. glavaniae the Mnalim League and its programme, throw 
away feara and continue to be united and act under one diaeipline, Air. ifohd* AU 
Jinnak while Inaoguzattng the Punjab Mual^m Btudenta’ Federation at Lahore on 
the 18th. Mareh 1944. asked the Muslim youth to cba.ige their mentolity and their 
notion! radically and begin to lealiee right from now that all of them codd not 
depend or live upon Gtovemment Jobe. He wanted them to take to indjatriea and 
commerce in which they were nowhere and where wide avenuea were thrown 
open to all. Mr. Jinnah received an ovation aa be, accompanied by Mr. ffutsoM 
Imam, entered the Pandal, followed by Mnalim alndent gnarda with naked eworde 
mmidet ahonte oi *Qaid-i-Asem Zindaoed.* 

The Punjab Premier, Lt OoL KhiMar Byat Khan Titpana, Mian Ahdnl Maya, 
Miniatar of Education. By^ ^fad AU, Privata,PailiameBt ary 8eer^ . jBga 
Oazanfar AU, Mian Allah Tar Khan Damiiana, Fhrliamaotoiy Se eretoli ea and Sir 
Maratab AU wan among thoae arho were oealea on the daia. Jhe — 

from the holy Quian nod n pom, tb$ hmgm leader inmtouintod fhn 
- ‘ I tor ^Arinntoa. 
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Ht. JiBoah baoB hj e xpl al ntni that on aaaeaat el lha haan aai 
«Hk iw M ia bit Bead rt p w aiirt, be «aa aet aUa la la a w i y iftw i a fma iSna 
ba Mtrifad MW^g aad itfbslioMta taiitatloafc If aoMaae would tala »t« 
wade ftoai Uai be would ba ^ad to go arnpwbito aad haro 




ona bf oaab Mia Jlnnah aakad tba Moalim atadanta lodo th^ vtaioal to aioaaa 
polltlaal oonaaloiiaDaM aaumc tha Moalim atodanla and do afarjtUng la lhair 
powai to jpiapaia tham to partAa la tfaa atraggla fox tha aaliia?amaat ot PiiUataa 
aad aat aa a oorpoiata body ia ordar to haaa tha griataaaaa of tha atudaata 
lOBiOTada Ha told tham that thay ooold oontribata giaatly to ^a aoelal aad aooao- 
mio uplift of tha Moaaalmaiia withoot in any mannar praiodialng thair atadiaa. Ha 
ra ^ Poniab atodaata had oraatad a now lifab at any latab in 

EvoounAOB Goodti^ 


Thay ahould anoouraga goodwill among tha Tariooi nationditiaa in India aa 
laid down in thair oonatltution and hara Mr. Jinnah elaimad that aran tha worst 
anamiaa ot Moalim India and tha Moalim Leagua moat aaknowladga in tMr haart 
of haarta that '*wa want paaoa with Qod and paaea with man. Wa do not wiab to 
harm any non-Moalim or wrong any ona. Bat wa do wiah alao that no ona ahoold 
harm or wrong ua.** 

Tba daralopment ot ralationahipa of brotharhood and aympathy with thair 
oo-raligionista in tha indapandant Moalim ooontriaa had baan enjoined upon tham 
by their Prophet and by their religion. Those national faeiinga wera tha bedrock 
of Islam, He waa sorry that even that relationship was regarded as a part of the 
Pan-Islamic movement and a danger to the whole world and Hindu India. Mr. 
Jinnah said that Muslim India wanted to maintain brotherhood and if any one of 
those countries would be in trouble, they would help them and expected that they 
would do the same if Muslim India was in trouble. 


Mr. Jinnah asked the Muslim students to qualify and train themselves acade* 
mically daring the period of their studentship and pass what he called tha preli** 
minary examination to make themselves fit for handling bigger problems. He 
asked them to be true to their real miasion— studies and not fritter away their time 
beeause if that time was worsted, it would never oome again. He advised the 
students not to be swept off their feet and not to think that any one of them could 
become a leader of Muslim India at once, though it was a good thing to aspire for. 
Nona of them should pick up catch words and lose his head and think that there 
was no better person than him. If they would do that, they might get applause 
by shouting **Down with the Nawabs** and while saying that he was not there to 
defend any Nawabs he had no doubt that it would not help matters. 

While asking the Muslim youths not to play with gallery he asked them to 
remember that politics was one of Um most difficult subjects and they must go 
^ through the will for year together, l(^or 15 years, before becoming competent to 
tackle their social, economical and political problems. 

“Acbibtbiibutb’' ow Lbaoub 

Mr. Jinnah, while telling the Muslim students of bis contribution towards 
the arousing oi the Musalmans poUtioaliy reported to them the activities of the 
League, which, he claimed, was now the only anthoritative organisation of Muslim 
India. They had in spite of all the opposition they had to Moe, said Mr. Jinnah, 
given to the Muslims one platform unknown heretofore in the history of India 
and gi^en Muslim India a flare under whioh 99 per cent Muslims were united. 
The League, he said, had taken put the Muslims out of darkness and to-day their 
clear dht and crystallised goal was Pakistan, whioh was now an article of faith 
with the Mussalmans, millions of whom were to-day prmMved to fight and give lih 
thebr lives for its achievement. "In Pakistan lies," said Mr, Jinnah, "our defsnc£ 
our delivery and our destiny and it is something whioh will revive the past glocf 
of Islam.** Mr. Jinnah deelared : "Without fear of being taunt^ I say the pWh 
truth is that we want to role over our homeland and we shall rule." 

The League, said Mr. Jinnah, was recoguised everywhere* and hardly a. dim 
passed when it was not mentioned by the Hindu papers and the British nnd 
American Press. Even if the League was criticised and vflified, it showed fhat its 
critics were conscious of its exiitence. The abuse, the mteintennlation ind the 
villfleation of the Leegue and Its programme were, however, eeid Mr. Jhihab, de- 
eieeslDg gradually, though, thera were still die hard. Ha waa gM to that the 
Muslim countries which treated them with contempt had coma to uwmitand their 
point of view which they appreciated. 
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. to tha mntite thil dM midM vnMaidi 
. I jM abdlU the Gammat ol Oa aoaatnvMfeuHM om to 
_ I oad Mr. Hoaalh WM mdo tto ini Pnniir, lu. Jiaooh otM that oot 
laaf onaooMaand tolialaBlo thaBk 1V> dor Ha vatoa of Maalin ladia «aa 
Ml haaid aai nqioelad. bat aotaaili tend. Ha. bowofor. addad. If 

lit. Jtoaahbaeo n ia tha int Pmalat of ladia iiUb tba Ma&t ladia at bit badC 
ladia irlil ba baniac Ibaa It baa am bna bafoao.** 

O oMUM Bdlng bia Oaibi, Kanabi and AiigMdi apiaabn aa "taatanaatt*' aad 
I tba alodaata to nad than, in aatd that bateg aatabiiabad aain of Aoaghl 
mion aad danoaalntad tbair iova for PaUataa. thay bad to tua tba aaat 
nw Laagaa. be aaUL bad appalaM tba "OonadUaa of datioB* to aaify aad 
gaimin tba aetivltlaa of tba Laagua aad tba Pariiaaiaataii Board to galda aad 
eontiol ui€ir Murllftiiitfiitftn Mllvi&i. 

Oaa thing wbiah m ranalaad to ba done aad whiab ba waatad to do bat 
woaid not do nntil raal eaaabla mao van avaiiabiak vu tba appointmant of tbo 
Piaaaing Committao, for vbiah. ha aaid, ha taqpind aot iav|an or doaton bat 
finanaian, aeonoatiata, teahniaiana and nan with pnatlaal kaoviodgo, aii of vbogi 
ho daaoribad n ‘aonaMniai oeiaattata*. Than vaa a daarth of oonmaiolal aotette i 
in their eommnnitf. But tha appointment of auah a eommittoa vaa of tba ntawat 
naeaaait; baoanaa tbo oooditiono of Mnalim India in aeononie Ufa van anat dap* 
iombla aad vhatam poaiUoa they had in tba aentonie iifO had baan vaahad aval 
bj the araiancha of the nev BaiantMa motboda vhioh had avapt avap tta ama 
mathoda on vhteh tba Moalina vorkad. 

Hr. Ji'niMt, hovarar. added that hla Piaaniag Oonnitln vonid not plan oat 
aehomaa of hnndnd thonaanda etoraa depending upon the laiaan of Mr. Gandhi aad 
tha aatabliahmant of a Nationai Government In India. Bat it vonid ba a praotl* 
eal bodj to aaa vhat conid be doaa nndar tha praaaat oiranaatBBeaa aad vhat 
futon pcoapaota than van. Ha aaked tha Hnaifaw, hovenr, to lot him knov ol 
any Hnalim “oomawreiai MdenUnIa* to bo appoiotad to tha Ooualttaa. 

Bte adviaed tha yonng Mnalim etvoanta to giro np tbinUag in tanaa of 
menlj being Government aervanta, even thongh ha add they mnat flght tooth oad 
nail for thdr ahan in tha onvieaa, vhieh they van not gottiBg. **Bnt a ao. aaa 
get only Ba. 50 at the moat and if one ean not on hto tie and ooliar aaatiy bo 
may get Ba. 80*. Ha aakad them to nmambar that vaat avmnaa van open to 
than in bnalnaaa. Ha reminded' dio Mnalim yontha bov dw Hiadna aad otbam 
van dominating, bnainaaa. Ha adviied Mnalim atndaate to boaoan atanognpbam , 
Oooalnding. ha anggmtad to tboae in povar.la tha Pnnjab that It vaa Ugb 
time that they diverted tiidr adaeattoaal poliay and had mon and mon eoanunini 
and teahniaal aahooto. Ho fait aorry that tha linaliau had foigo^ ma t ha m a t lee 
vUah vu their ovn aubjaet aad to*day gmaioily a Mnalim aonid not avon add 
or anbtrut eorraotly. 

Mr. Sanbriau'a Addroae 

Mr. Miimfa* Douiotano, in tba eonim of bia addnn u Ohainm of te 
Baeaption Committu of tha Oonfatwaa, ted te Mndtea van mgn oad vffliing 
to ooma to any maaonabio agnamwt vlth tha Bilte to mtiafy thair aepindMai 
Ha analyaad the thru fronta on vUdi the Mndirn bad to fau a irtn^« 
tha Hindna, tba Britiab aad tha Hnalima vho attamptad to d^pt So ornniaM 
note of thkr nation. Ha vamad Mnalim mduta to te te.lntut^. 

in bopo or in doapair. on tbair lagiolatnna and not to bo diam^foi II min 
“PaU^ Miniatry* utad too ofttn in a ‘*Boa>Pakiaton* vay. 

Mttkilfi't Mtev ti JlBBAk 

In tbo oonm of a letter to Mr. yfnnoA, lUfma Ma$hrM "MvMte M 
the paat montte bavo made yon uuaa a btaa^ batvm te Uafeaan ote tha 
MteCLagno «te 1 bm m to knov tt 1 wa to bla me far M? 
ia that MSmimana and B^u moat eome_ to an nadwatanding a t tm aitaeal 
I ba order to gMn PaUatan u vail u indapateanu far InMa , biM yon fa 
- • iwaetea iBomaBtaamldildaopteoodtoao^,J m 


m THE vutaAB iiuauH srooiitiia* fedibatiom [ lamw- 
Second DOF-^LohoffO— ISlIi. Moich 1S44 


Mi. Jiohd. Ali Jinnah fAfa a **booi" to all tin flattny vhieh tha liidiao 
conmaniala had indolgad In with a Tlav to *1»rlngiog lonnd’*. Spaakliig at tha 
eonalndiog aaatimi of tha Coniaranea on tha nast day. tha IM. Eaiah* ha apoha 
for 66 ninntai and eoooltidad hia anaach at 1 a.m. 

*^nia Pommnniata.** ha aaid, ^‘tUiik wt aia foola. Hhaia la taona iaatifieation 
in thafr thinldog Ilka taat. Bat thay aia miatakan now baeania tha Moaaalman 
of ^ hwt 6 01 7 or 10 ycara haa diangcd and tha OommonhitB will not now 
aoeeaad in fooling na. Bknda off I Handa off tl I aay, Oornmnnlato, Handa off lit 
If you try tha aama gana. it wilt hit baek ilka a boomarang. Wa do not want 
any flag azoapting tha LeMoa flag of Oraaoent and 8ter, lalam la our guida and 
a eomplata coda tor onr Ufa. Wa don’t want any laa or yellow flag. Wa don’t 
want any lama, aoeialiani, eomnranlam or natlonu aoelaliain.” All thia waa raceired 
with loud ohcm from tha Mnallm atadanta. 


LnAOWW PlBTT XW PUHJAB ASBmiBLT 

Referring to tha **oomplalnta ha had heard and laeaired about tha Mlnlatry,” 
Mr. Jinnah recalled tha daya when, in apite of hla eflbrta and haring coma to 
Lahore four timea in 1930, ha aucceadad in getting only two mambera xatorned on 
tha Muslim League ticket to tha Prorineial Assembly. To-day ha olaimad that 90 
to 95 per cent Muslim members of the Punjab Assembly had signed the Muslim 
League pledge and formed a Muslim League Par^ which was under tha control 
and discipline of tha AIMndIa Muslim League. The Ministries, said Mr. Jinnah, 
were their laboratories and thay were ezperimanting with them. If their laboratory 
in die Punjab did not work well, said Mr. Jinnah, '*wa shall hare to find another 
laboratory”. Tha Minlsteii, tha Laagua Parliamentary Parties, tha Prorlnclal 
l.aagua and tha All-India Lmiraa wart rafarrad to by Mr. Jinnah as 'parts’ and if 
they mored in harmony, there waa no power on earth which could force upon 
them any constitution which they did not want. Muslim League, he said, waa 
certainly at their aerrica and they in tha League would ha praparw to gifa up 
their llfes, if necessary, for opposing any constitution being foisted upon them 
which tfiey would not accept. 

Tha Muslim League Party in the Punjab Assembly, ha said, could render 
sarTica not only to tha Punjab but to the whole of India also^ because it was in 
thdr power to pass measures, by which they could render larfioe to tha Muaaal- 
mans who were not getting a fmr deal e?eir in tha Punjab. Their consclenca must 
demand of them, said Mr. Jinnah, (referring to tha Leader of the League Party 
ill tha Assembly) to do their duty ns man of their word which tbsiy had giyan and 
to which they were pledged. 

They could render sarrioa to tha Leania and if they ware to taka off their 
coats, the organisation of tha League could be revolutionised in the Punjab. 

Replying to tha question whether they would do it. Mr. Jinnah said : ”Th« 
ought to do It. Make them understand that thay should do it. Thay must do it.’^ 

BiNiargB Moyb 


Mr. Jinnah described the moyamant in the Punjab to organise tha Jats and 
Rajputs separately in different o^anisations aa a ''smistar moye” and said : ”Wa 
do not lacognisa any kind of distinctiem or any claasiflcation of castes or tribes. 
The Muslim Laagua is not going to tolerate or allow anyone to create disruption 
among the Mussalmans by asking them to organise themselyes separately into 
eutaa or ^bes. Wa recognise no one as a Jat or a Fathan or cyan aa a 8hia or a 
Bonn!. We can’t tdlerata snysnoh caste beii^ created and encouraged beconaa it 
will not be possible to retain jENikistan if yiose distinctlonB ware alloirad. These ^ 
castas era reaponsibla for tha slayary of India.” 

Mr. Jinnah added ; ’’It la eztraordInaiT that in tha Punjab this moyamanl 
should be started by a Jat who ololins that Hindu Jata and Muslim Jats weea alii. 
I warn those who are trying these siniitar methods. Let them know these won^io.” 

With regard to tha eenstituUon of Pakiatan, Mr. Jinnah. while ailMii his 
followers among the MuosalaiaBi not to be mimad, maintained that Mf moat 


land and then aahsd tha 
tha eonstltullOB-makinf 
Mr. Jinnah aaidlBrSi 


m Ooftnamt in FAMm wd it. waMtslim 
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FBOOEIDINOS AND BBSOLimONB 


mU ottl^ Im dinMiA vpon 1^ a miliintloa witkiuff body appotolid by Iho PiOpIo 
~oiid bo ealM it a cOBotttoaat Aoiambiy— that body bwag a •o?iNl|i;ii body to 
fmm» Um ooBolitallOB. 

Atoubt BnoLxmoii op Oopgbw 

BagardiDg tho Angaat molotloo of the Ooograa the laana laadar, after 
fzplaloiaa the resolotion briefly laid that the xmotioo oompntdy ipatm the 


had aoooeeded- or tbe Britlah Goreromeat bad ooaoeded 


aiaoe of lodla would bare b&m nader the Bai of Hiada laiperlalieta aad Akbaad 
Hiadnatan would hare beeo eatabilihcd.*’ 

The Maaalmaoa therefore could aotritquieUy and do nntbiajr. Tbe daaaer 
waa there. The Britlah did not want to part with power and the Hlndua did not 
want them to go beeauee they thought the Mualima were not aulBeiantiy oroahed. 


come to bare a eompromlae with the Hindu Bania and if the two oame to an agree* 
meat we will be lot down. It waa againat thia that we wanted to guard.** 

Alluding to Lord Wareira apeera, the League leader, while fmatiag oat that 
there h^ been geographieal ebangea, aaked what about the Buea ai^ Panama 
canala, Spain and Portugal, Sweden and Norway ; Ulater and Eire, Sudan and 
Egypt : and then added : But tell ne by wbai rule of geography are you in thia 
country,** 

Mr. Jinnah felt reliered and happy to aay that the Hindn lea^re Md the 
Hindu preoa had seen through tbe game which Lord Warell imd tried to play. 


tried to play. 


He Imew that each epeechet were feelera and they meant mt^. But the 
Britlah Gorernment, he said, waa making a great miatake and aa the Mualima and 
Hinduf began to underatand more and more that aort of gnpe by Lord Wafell or 
Amery, it would ceaae to be played and If the Hlndua and Mualima could under* 
BUnd atiU more, their own aettlement would be qnicker. 

The eolation of the problem waa that if the BrltUh Goremment wanted to 
gife freedom, let It be to Pakiatan and HInduatan. 

The Pebbidhktial Audi. , ^ 

Mr. ffuMaain Imam. Preaident-eleot of tbe Oonfem^ in the oonm of bla 
extempore addreea repeated what the Qaidd-Aiam had aaid laat night Md eshortad 
the Mnalim youth to do whaterer they could to achieve ^ goal of Pchla^. 

Mr. Hnamio Imam aald that the Mualima wanted that before any detajla wefi 
worked out the priuciple of Pakiatan ahonid be acomted* If Ae Uindoa bad nn 
alternative for Pakiatan it waa for them to wiweat ft to the MuaiiriinanB. 

Mr. Hnaaain Imam said that the Hindu Biahia of the old had eo)oliMd the 
division of property among brothera in case there wu a quarreU ^Je MnBaalmaM 
he said, wanted nothing more than to hare the Joint property divided *> 2 ^ A m 
two brothm, the Hindus and the Mualima, m they had wter mMt thought!^ 
couaideration arrived at the ooDelnsioa tiiat ttey must have and ^ ibe 
their own ahare. He thought that divialon of toe property would not Jeo p a i d la a 
anybody's intereata bat would improve mattm 

Beferring to the grievanoea of the Hindna and the Sikha Mslnat ^ttPlEb 
Ministry, Mr. Hussain Imam maintained that if any one conld pave any gri ivanea 
against the Ministry it were the Muajalmana bewinee 60 Pe* 
thing had been given to the non-Mualima. A minisM woieh ineloded a gentliman 
like oir Chhotn Bam oonld not be ealM n Muallm Miniatry. 

Besolntlona 

A ■nggNtiim to dw PnnHb GwOTjiieiit to Iwy » ay oa 
Unit indnstrial wliimtMii wm mi^ »» tbe ooacl^eg ” , ™ OtofiHtooe. 

The reiolation. which cooteined tbe ebpre eoggadOL dwtended n om _ toe 
GoferaiMet to eonetitate e Modim Edoeatioo 

Mb— im.li., to be entrueted with tbe worit ot eirenglng for ue uduMal eneetm 

‘^ItwSTtalSi dm giwrtB4Ml4 

to MneUm inetitatioiiB be dtatiibaM ^ugh tM ^ 

A leeolation of eteo gieofor ^aifleoM jm ^ ooo wM totoO 

eondeouMdoB of whet wen denrifaM ee the.de eiileh w geBjeet tone lih e ne 
Sebbe oad tbe Jet Meheeebhe, w^ iKmfweeUeem dltn 



1^4 THE PUNJAB HUBUM BTUOBNIB' VSDEBATION [ LAMati- 

vho Mid that Bit Obhotn Bam did not npicaant tha Hnalim Jata aad ha waa 
ebdiaafifd to pat opa eaadidata in a bj^naethm aayvhan oa tha Jat llahaaabha 
t^ck^tiind looB lot th6 rcsulta 

Th aaj that tha Jat MabaaaUia icpraaaatcd Moalim Jata alio," Mid a Uaa* 
lim atodMt, "ia diahonetty.” Tha noriaeial Laagaa ma aaatigated fw haaloK 
wataM Am OB'Ialamia aatiritiM maUOy. 

Bobm othar naolathma wan alM adopted. By om ol Bum confidMM «m 
fBittnlBd in Mta Jimiftba 

QoMi Ita mM the itadenie to be leedj to mpood to the cell of their leader 
when the time eame. for eetlODa Beferriog to Lord Worell’e epeeoh he oeid that 
tha geogi^hy of eoantriee wae ehaaglag erery day. Did aot the geography In 
Borma oheng^ when It wee eepanted from India. « 

Maahrlel-Jlttnah CorvaemmiaBea 

Mr. /innah in hie reply to Allama Ma»hr%q%*% letter eaid 

in receipt of your letter of the 16th of March late laet night and I 
regret rery much, indeed, to note that yon hare thought fit to accnie me for haring 
eaoaed the breath between the Ehakeara and the Muelim League and further, you 
convey and iniinuate that 1 am, to use your own ezpreation, in my fury’ opposed 
to Hindn-Mualim imdemtauding under any cirenmataneca. There ie no truth what- 
Hocver ill these allegations that yon make against me and you should know that 
there ie no justification for it. 1 have repeatedly made my position clear by my 
st»*tements and st>eeehes that have been broadeaet in the preee. 

'^However, aa yon aay, you are open to eonviciioo, may I draw your attention 
to the faet thnl now tlie All-Tndia Muslim League has appointed a committee of 
Hctioii, in whom are vested all the powers of organising the Muslim League sud 
request you to get In touch with the chairman, Nawah Moham 0 d Tsmail Khan^ 
whose addri‘NH is, Mustafa Castle, Meerut, XJ. P., or the convener, Nawsbssda 
Idaq.iiali Khan, whose address is SB, Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi, as they are free 
from accusations and reflectious that yon have oast on me, both in hie letter under 
reply and by your previous writing and statementa that you have issued to the 
P ess heretofore. I no',>e that in that atmosphere they may be able to convince you 
that the poliry and the principlea and the prewramme of the League are in the 
best interest of Muslim India. I am Informed that the full Committee of Action 
is going to meet at Delhi on the 26th instant. 1 am releasing this letter to the 
lirees, ae I notice that you have elreedy published yours without waiting for my 
reply.” 

AllaM Ifoebiiql’e Letter 

Allama Ma$hriqi sent the following reply to Mr. Jinnah’i letter:— 

”Your rcf.Iy lo my letter of Iset night, received after much [lerauaslon after 
iixteen houra, aettlea that 1 am not to mama for not meeting you for an under- 
atanding hatweeu the Huesalmens and the Hindua. or even between the Musaal- 
mine tbemselyde. assertion, therefore, that yon made an attempt to cause the 
breach batwasD' the S!haksars and the Muslim League elands true. Please recon« 
sider the position In which yon have involved voureelf by this refnea). I can 
assure you tiiat the Khaksar ia not against tiie Mnalim League in spite ol ever}* 
ihing that hae happened. 

*Your reference to the ' Committee of Aotion** as having been given powers to 
organise the Muelim League, ie most amnaing aa thia iiaana tiial von oonaider the 
Musliiis League to be a dtaoTKaiiiaed bodv ao far. 1 aaaore yon that the disorgan- 
iaatlw ti lolaly due to your Ineetkm and deapair, Mk if I may add. to tha es^ 
peelent eentimmits yon arouse at the ahowe you mdee in publie and tha bij/ik wtodn 
ycu^^va to them. I can raapcotfnlly asanre that the Mnaaalman public la tired 

* ”i have aaked you .to reconsider you deoWon not to meet m& hut I nili|iijia 
here that I aball be ona of your lieutenanta if you abow real aetfon. Aa -^ lil igda 
your Oommlitae of Aotion, I ahall eactalnly give my iNmi nttantion till if it 
ehowe any aetfon. 

"Aa a last ^word I can only aay that If yon. aa the Q|iaM4<ilaifif of the 
MnesMMiiie of India, do net ahow any ps^ aetfon tti the matter of Eh|ili«Maalim 
andmtanding or in getting Pakiatan lor tha Musaalmana, I (dtoll be qdfipallad lo 
the eonciniion that tha Muaaalmana of India moat leave yon alone awl^ try their 
In^ eieewhswi . „ 

Wl^ beat aipaelatioaa that t ahall get n moM prompt roply* , 
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The Assam Muslim League Conference 

BwrpeU— 8th. and 9th. April 1944 

Presidential Address 

Fnsiding orer the Aaiaa Pro? indal Muslini Lespie Ooiiferenee held at Barpeta 
on the Itli* April tt44, Chaudhury Khaiiq uM^Zamandttltnd that Pakistan was the on Ip 
effeolire eafignard for the protection of politioal, cultural, economic and religious rights 
of Maslims against the ragariee of the majorltp. Pakisuii, he thoughr, would ensure 
the healthy progreea of this aub-oontinent towards real anti laHting dcmonrscp, since 
majorities in Pakistan and Hindustan souea would hare to behave In a more ree* 
ponttble way towards ibe minorities* 

Befernng to the Viceroy’s reoent referenoe to the gengraphicel nnity of 
India, Chaudhury Khaliq-uz-Zaman said that it was strange that the British Gov- 
ernment which conceded separate electoratee to Muslims on grounds of thMir 
historioel imoortenoe, should be found stressing the geographical unity of 
to resist the Mntlim elaim. Qeogrephleai unity had often been torn into 
through ell eges end times but were had been no one so greet or powerful 
be able to change history, for history alone was unchangeable and adamant. 

The Preeident seid that it waa a matter of tome eatisfaotion that some Oou- 
greasmen had started reelising thet Muslim Indie eOuld not be disposed of by 
merely keeping up en sir of enperlority under the cloak of guardianahip of inde- 
pendence and persisting in hollow propaganda both inside India through the 
Hindu prase and outnde by eeoartng their doutful sympathies of opposition 
benebes in England and Ammoa. If the report in the press that the attitude of 
some Congreeemen who informally aaaemblra at Allahabad towarda the Muslim 
demand waa trne* then there wee little dout thet e heelthy change was taking 
plaoe in the outlook end the reelitlee of the situetion had begun to bo 
appreeieted. 

Continuing the Prealdent aaid that aome Mualim young men were aiiiioue ro 
define now the form of FbUeten Government. "Hasty atepe in politico are most 
dangerous and I would advise my young friende to leeve the matter to the itcoplc 
of Pekisten eieea with the sinoere belief thet thoae on whom the tesk of framing 
the eonstitution will fell, will not be found weoting in their love for lelsm end 
sense of reepoosibility lowevde the minorities. It ie only by pinning our faith in 
tht fnture generation of Moalima that we een work with real energy for the realiee- 
t on of Muelim Ideela. Let na remember thet definition impose limitetione end 
sny premature eleboratlon of oonetitutlonel nioetiee mey seriously injure tbs oense 
of Pekisten.** 

Bff.»rr »« g to PatMtin.^ the PnrideDt Mid that it appeuwl that for th. tima 
briBK at laaat (ha Brtttah ChtTaniniant had shelvad (ha quwtioo, but nobody ka<>« 
what it would do whan pra a iad by Amariea and world Jawry. Ha wantad tha 
Briliah Govaramant to oadaratand that any ehann in the pollay arlaaged ia tha 
Whita Papar of ISW would not only bo followM with praro eonaequencM in India 
bnt ontdoain tha whole Mndim world wbieb waa iMmiag tha ralno of nnity of 
pntpoM nndar tha wIn and ablo loadoiahip of Ndiaa Paal>a. 

nnaand Buy B aao l ntfona— Barpa ta »th. April 1*44 

Tha Oonteanea adapted a naedntion aflIriDinp ita faith in PaUataa m Ita 
poHBaal oUaeaaa and goal and ezpraaaine datamlnetion to ajMra no .llbrt or 
for its aoUawment. Tha Oonfatanao fnrthor leaoivad ^t it woo "dadoftaly 
of «p«»tna that the provinoM of Bangal and AoMM^abonld ha foraied Into nn 
aovat^ ntata to ha known n BMlan Pi^iainn." 

In nn nddiOM to the eoniaieaoet Sir Hnhnntinad SMdallali, ibaOhiaf Minfatar, 
^phtiMiJ tha podtIoD of tha Oovamment ia ragnid to wlwt w koMa, nn tha Haa 
. wTtlp fu the abolition of whieh a raooindon wm PMoed. Qtian Muhammad Ua 
and dM Nawoh of Mamdat olao oddnsaad thar Ctonlareaoa on ^ importOMO of 
I the Loanen nndaiiiiliii tninlng and laarning diaeipliaa. 


The Ga]ra Pakistan Conference 


Fretidiag Oftt the ftreS Fiskletaii Cojafereoee held at Gaya on the 9th. Aatil 
Xwdfa Sir NoMimuddin^ CSM M&ieter of eeid that Great Britain, 

whkm had aooapted and eoneadad the prineipla of Pakiataa for India* woald be 
forced to eonoede the Mnalim demand in foil, in view of having to recognise 
similar demands limn other parts of the world. 

*To the Mnalims my adviee is : Do not take any notioe of the ptonoonee* 
menta of retiring Viceroys and arm-ehidr politleiane In England*** said Sir Masi- 
mnddin. **We have the commitment of the British Oabinet and it is onr diriy to 
see that we do not allow the British Government to go back on their pledge. 

*T also believe in the theory that it la the dnm of the Muslim Ministry in 
the malority provinces to so govern and administer that noa-Mnsllm minmties 
will have no reason to oppose the scheme of Pakiatan.'* Ha eootiniied* '*Aa long aa 
we do not come to terms on the Pakistan lasne and piesent a nniM front the 
trump card will remain in the hands of the Bririah Government and we shall be 
fighting a losing battle. Pakistan has become an article of faith with the Mnalims, 
and even if Mr. Jinnah were to try to persnade na to give it op he will not aaceeed. 
An agreed and an amicable settlement la, therefoiA the only alternative with which 
to confront the Britlab Government. And in that case* they will find it impossible 
to reiect our demanda.'* 

%r Nasimoddin said that he remembered the "terrific struggle that the Bihar 
Maalims had to pat np during the Oongreaa regime** and aaaerted that daring the 
Congress regime Muslim rights were trampled upon by tbe then Government and 
referred specifically to the enactments made by the OoMreaa Ministry in tntroduc- 
ing Joint eleotorate and single voting in local bodies agunat the unanhnoiia opposi- 
tion of tha Muslim minmitlia- 

Sir Nasimuddin thought that there was no doubt that pnUie opinion was gndually 
veering tows^a the ideal of Pakiatan. The main objeotma to Pbkialan were under 
coonomio end finenciel eonaidcretioiiB and G) 




**It mast be remembered that this vast anb-oontlBcnt 

of India inolndea within It an area of 13 lakhs sqnaie miles, which la 20 times the 
eras of Great Britain and contains a uopnlatiott of 400 mllliooa which la equal to 
one-fifth of the populetion of the whole world. In Britiab India alonsi ezolnding 
the Indian Statse, there are two and a half timae aa many people aa hi tha United 
States of America. Of its Provincea, Bombay and Madras are both larger than 
Italy and even the smallest of the Provinoas— Asaem is bigger than England. In 
short any two mejor provinces In India will ha greater in area and population than 
of the States of Europe. 

"In the peat there had never been e linited Indie with one Oentral Oown- 
ment. Even now theoretleelly some of tbe major Indian Stetea enjoy aovereign 
powers and only haeauac there ie a foreign rule, it is poaaible to keep the semblanee 
S e oentiel united Government If Independent Bepimlice are possible In South 
where the qucetlon of geogrephleel unity wee nevsr raiikL I see no reeaon 
why this issue should be raised in the ease of India. Fmn the poinU el view of 
finMce. eeonomice end defence. Pakistan Governmsat in India will* be in a far 
ationger^peaition than a number of independent aovemign Statsa in Europe, Asia 
end fim^America. U Tranajordania, Iraq, Paieia, Bslginm, Holland, Yngoslaviab 
Oischdalovakla and Gicace could he Indmendent Btefcca, there was no raaaon why 
they eonld not hava more then one iDdependent State in Indie. Lest of ell. we 
have the letael example of the debUrmtion of Soviet Rnaeie which ia going to ha 
on# of tha many anen exeiaplei in aapporl of tbe demand for more than, one 

nppcMed to them to 

to rally round the banner of the Muslim Leainic^ whiah alone could lead 1km to 
their ^ml and restore them to their rightful dignity end greetnsea. 

SacMd 1944 

"Pakletan Is onr UrtliiUhl, end we have once for all deeided to addeve It and 
artobUah a GoivunuMM nlMmia Iilam would be frta and b 


would 




—10 AK. UA ] PBOCaOBDIHOB AKD BBBOLDXIOKS .m 


**fe *?>***! *• . ?*** Kwrt to* Mhtofimt out dmUM 

aMant • fne ni4 todmeMdMtlndU”, deelmd 
Mimiteada M Kh*\ Omni BaantaiSk ot the JUMbSs MnaUa Lm«m 

■dilc^BC Ik* atalto* ol Ik* Ooiil«Moofc 

Uaanat Al’ awtofaiwd t^k tiriiik of PaUatra arat maatteak 
OTen ip kba i^aKnaa-Laagaa l>aek of 1(00 aad in kha anba^oeat dwaad of kha 
Mnaariian. a for aflMaa anfqii^ and prakeekion in an* oouakitation that nW ba 
fraaaed for India. Ha m 0li4 d«k an mananilal aaodoB' of Biadu leadannia bad 
baKon to realte in the a'lmaoitf any otbar aaitabla aliamativa plan, Paktakaa 
WM Um 01 ly foAHiblo ioliiUoa of taa Hliidtt*^iisltm prdbloio* 

B«fec !nce ti« ccitfotaino why Mullnu la iho minocity MoVUioei' sbould ■iippoct 
tho demiiD i for PaktoUn, tho Nawabuda add that PaUataw maant **fro» liilmia aiid 
a Ieiw India” nod it wm beeaine theae idaafa were cberiahed bj erar:^ Mualim that 
^nalima even ru minority prorineea ateenitly and coiiiiatenily aupiiocied the 
PaUetaa d ^mmnd 


Begum Aieaz Baault aiddreiaine rite Caaierenee, urf^ed womou tOf niiMter atfoni: 
under the Leaguo dag and work ahou.der to abonider with the men to ameliorate 
the educational, eoonomie and political eotidilkma. oi the Muslitne. 

Maulnna Hamid Badayuni, 6yed Zaldr Ali, Beexetary of the AIMndU Mucllm 
League Defeace Committee. Mr.. Latifar Bahmen,. member of t!ie Working 
Committee of the Alt-It.dia Mutlim League, aud Ehaa Bahadur B. M. tamaii 
addreeeed the Gonleieoce, 


Beeolatloaa were* paiaed reiterating the demand of Pakietaa and aoeeptanee 
of the Lahore Beaointiow and re^ucatiag the Frovineimi Unnltm League aud the 
AlMndia Muslim League Committee of .Aotidn to iiiiit)ref:s upoti the respective 
Govesnments the neeessto of appointing communal ratio oiUcera to watch and 
aafcgnard the intereet of Mnalims and otlier minorities in the matter of srrvieea 
tmd promotiona and to publish sis monthly lists el all appobitmcnts and promo- 
iioM mirfe HI the pcovinee. By another resolution the conterence expressH conocni 
and anxiety at the •Huatioa in Palestine ead requested the BrrthMi Cwvnrumeat to 
adhere to the pledgee givew to Muslim India by His Mujestj^’s Ooreoimcnt 
trough the Yieeroy of Initia. 


Ministerial Developments in Punjab 

Break-down of Jinnah — Khizr Hyat Khan talks 

Hie Jinumh^ Khizr Hyat Khitn talks ftiially broke down at Lahore on the 
27th. April 1044 The Punjab Pninicr’e afternoon interview with Mr. M. A. 
Jinneb laeted eighty miiintee* 

Immediately sjtei the Premier left, Mr. Jiitnah went into n ct>nfmnee with 
nearly twenty Muslim membere of ibe l^injab Assembly , iiudnding Sardar 
Shuukat Byat Khan, Othere present at the conference were Nawsbesda Liaquat 
Ali Khan, Genernl Becretery of the AII»India Muslim Lesgite, Misn Bashir Ahmed 
and Kaai llohd, Isa, roembera of the Working Commict<Le of the All-India 
Muslim Le^ue. 

Mr. Jikiiab*b Statembht 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a statement to the Press issued from Lehore on the 
2Sth. April 1944 oeye ^ . 

We (Mr Jinnah and Malik Kbisr Hyat Khan) bare had prolonged dloettseloas 
and since my arrival here a secOnd time in continual ion of our prmous dtacuseions 
which atarted ae far back as March 19, 1 met Malik Khisr Jiyat Khan on Amrlt 
20 and he has diacnaaed the metier with me during half a doxen iuimiewe laettng 
over two houra or three houro on each occasion and be hed promised to rive me 
his fine! reply to-day. He arrived at my Imufus tbia afternoon whra I Un 

whal waa hit final attitude and that of Sir Gbhotu and Bardac Mdev Bingh 
regarding the propoeele which I hr«d pieced before him and t jcro. He then ver- 
Imlly told me many things and I enggeated that in fairness to him and me It le 
better that he should give me the fine! reply in. writing so that there 9hi^d be 
no room lor eny mieunderetanding. Aecoidioriy when 1 m wae here I dktatod a 
j% letter to my privete eeereiary. it was typed end bended oret to iw on w 
oitdcretanding toat he will lei me heve e final ie|dy in writing by 9 o eloek to* 

28 
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» I Mida it etar to Urn that «a iHid diteiiMd Hm wJiilf atuaUan tkiaad- 
tMiia «ad ihat it vaa aat p owi M a for loa to mdi anj loagar, aapaeiMT ao I was 
iMMfiDBd la iaava iar SiaUnt lo-iaanoif ^ Ha imailaBd to lat ma bare bit nfiy to 9 
a^doak to-oli^t 1 trailed lor fha lOfdy aad at 9>90 p.iiL 1 raai; bim na amaff 
tbal I had not raaaifad fnan hiaii lha praaeiaed reply la writing. Mnah to aiy 
a o rprfaa ^ on the talapliODa ha inteaMd ma that ha had no sapty to gite azeept 
what ho had told m vailNd1y« Theienpoa 1 aaot him a lattar. aaM data, after thia 
laimihoBia eopeeragtlon between him and ma at about MO fua. I aant thia letter 
trim n reapoaaible paraon to amke aura timt It waa dditamd to him. Whan ha 
want Ihm Haiik Khiar Hyat Khan dtoliaed to aokaowledge efea the ieed|d of lha 
latter on a alip al paper whkh waa aant aloof wifh the laitar. 1 Am agda 
la eand fha Nawab wMibttMlot, Piraaldaol oi the ranj^ Pkoaineial Jfwrihn Laagae 
and Mnmtaa Danlatoaa;^ x. l. with the latter and the flip on wbieh he woe 
fOi|aaoted to aeknowlad^ the reeaipt. bat he again dadhiad to aign the reodpl and 
raoMta the letter. 1 bad to eend timm a aaoond time to delitar the lattar peraontlb 
to Malik Khiar Hyat Khan and endorae upon that ackaowledgment allp that they 
had» in feet, daUfored the letter pemonall/ to him. Thie wan on April 27 at 11 p.m. 
and their andoraemeat mna aa followa: ^We hare peraonally ddirarad thia letter 
to Bialik Khiar Hyat Khan on April 27. 1944 at 11 p.m. and he refoaea to aek- 
nowladga receipt cd it. Therefore, we hereby atate that we hare; in fact, dditered 
the letter to him peraonally and oartify to that effect (Sd.) Iftikhar Huseain Khan 
and Mnmtaa Danlatana.” 

Malik Khiar Hyat Khan haa neither anawered my first letter of April 27, 
which waa delirared to him peraonally to-day nor my second letter of which he 
refasad to acknowledge the receipt giving the final reply in writing as to what Sir 
Otootn Ram, Sardar Balder Singh and he himself had to say with regard to the 
propoaali of onra which now ban been the subject matter of disonssion aince my 
arriral in Lahore and had been diacuaaed threadbare. As Malik Khiar Hyat haa 
not replied to me yet— 00-90 hours— it is now for the Muslim League to decide 
wkal course of action they ahonld take. 

Mb. Jinwah*! Lbttrbb to thb P&bmibb 

The following is the text of the letter delivered personalty by BIr. Jinnah to 
Bialik Khiar Hyat Khan : 

**We bare had prolonged discussions and I shall feel obliged if you will be 
good enough to let me know your final decUion with regard to the three points 
which are as follows : (1) That every member of the Muslim League Party in the 
Punjab Assembly should declare that he owes his allegiance solely to the Muslim 
League Party In the Assembly and not to the Unionist Party or any other poli- 
tical party. (2) That the pnaent label of the coelttion should be dropped, namely, 
the *^uoionist Party*’. (8) That die name of the propoeed coalition Party sbonld be 
the Muslim League Ooalition Party. 

**please let me know to what extent Sir Ghottu Bam and Sardar Balder Singh 
agree with all these three proposals or any of them and also whether you agree 
with all theee three propoMs or any of them. I hope that yon will let me hare 
your reply by thia evening, aa it ia not poasible to wait any longer.” 

The followlDff ia the text of the second letter addxeseed by Mr. Jinnah to 
Midik Khixr Hyat Shan which Uie Nawab of Mamdot and Mr. Mumtaz Danlatsoa 
went to delirer to the Premier : 

”Yop promised to tend me your reply to my letter dated Aoril 27. which 
waa given to you thie afternoon, by 9 o'clock the latest to-night and I waltsd for 
it ana rang you up fbat I was waiting for a reply hecatise it waa nearly 9-20 p.m. 
I reeeirea an aaewer from yon that you hare no reply to give, except what you 
Ufid mo rerhidly. Thai ia going back on the promise to give me your reply in 
wiiting. You eala so many tfaingt verbally that U was impossible to know what 
your poMtion waa. 1 onea more request you to give me your reply in wxitinf and 
if 1 do not hear from you immediately in reply to this letter I ehall conclude^ that 
you do not accept the three proposala or any of them that were made in my latter 
and in view of tnle the Mueltm League now will hare to decide as to what course 
of aetion they ahonld adopt" 

Pbbmisb BxFLAure Stahd f 

JfaliA Khuar Bmt JSOkan, Premier of the Pnojab In a lengthy^etatement, 
explalna the reaaons lor hli inabiliiy'to aocept Mr. J%nnah*9 propooale. lb aaye : 

Tne uunmU; PATty Him founded uy iue Ub iflan Sir Fa^li ffma$a$9 in 
Oeoembm 192K The oldeM wae to hare an Aiaembly Party on a non-communal 
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FSBMIEB EXPLADIB BTAND 
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PniM ia tbe adoea^al, aeononie and poUtknl aplNMi of lilt. SMoklac foaan* 
featuiit of tbio Inxiiafdiim von «o riaring ¥o^t& of 
d9f€lO|JiiiMit both b€iwMii the ttgflMiliiiiAl Mid ooninMPoiftl dtiMt And IiMvcmi 
ntnl Md nrbM mvm With tkii bnMd dtodactioD, tba Ule iftan SoM 
to giv« m agneiilturia and rural ^ to iba Ltolalali?a and admfolatcatlva ^ 
id Jba Gomanent. But ba parceirad furtbar^iat tba undn^off waa not acmlL.^ 
althar to agricultural elanaa or to rural araai. Theiafora, ha daaeribad tba dktination 
M ona iMtwaan * haraa** and/hafa-nota.«* Ha atatod tha dl4cctifa of hla ixdicj aa 
balag tha apaeial eara of backward olaaaaa, irraniaetlTa of aaala or ciaad and of 
iNMdcward rntm irraape^ifa of location. It ao happened that among badkwaid 
elaaam tha Mualima predminated. Thia anpi^ied lha Mitical opponanta of lliaa 
Sir Fasli Husaain with a loop*hola to auggaat &at tba Unloniat Partj waa a 
communal party and waa designed specifically to promote tba intenata of the 
Mnalim community. But there ware many elsaaca among Hindua as waM aa among 
Sikba who were equally backward and to whom Mian Bir Fksli Huaaain*a policy 
and programme made a vary atrong natural appeal. Thua tha Unionist Party was 
lounded on sound principles and worked for the benefit oi Mualima as a whole and 
lor tha backward among all communiilas. 

After haring completed his term In tba Goramment of India, Mian Sir Fadi 
Hussain retnrnM to the Punjab in April, 1035. Ha waa pressed by his lifelong 
friends and asAociates, including Bir Shahabuddin, Sir Firos Khan Noon, tha lata 
Bir Bikander Hyat Khan, the late Nawab of Mamdot and tha lata Mian Ahmad Yar 
Khan Daultana to ra-anter politica and raorganiaa tba Unloniat Party and eat in 
train tha necessary arrangements for the coming elections. He agreed atrletly on 
the condition that individual members would not allow their peraonal Jealou^ea to 
impair their loyalty towards the Party and their prorioce. Thongh pressed In 
some quarters to start a purely communal orgaoisation he was unwilling to 
accept thia suggeation. 

In the spring of 1936 Mr. Jinnah apant a considerable time at Lahore trying 
to persuade tha lata Sir Fszli Hussain to run candidates on the Muslim League 
ticket and to enter into an alliance with non-Muslim groups as aoon as lha 
results of the general elections were known. The late Mian Sahib daoliaad to 
accept the suggestion on the ground that a natural alliance fitted to tba 
peculiar economic and social conditiona of tba Punjab was already in existanaa for 
the benefit of Muslima in tha shape of tha Unioniat Party. Bir Fsali Uosaaln 
undertook to render all possible help to the Mnalim League in alMndIa affaira but 
declined to hare purely communal parties in the Punjab and the Muslima of the 
Punjab decided to follow the lead of Sir Fszli Hussain and stood by the Unionist 
Party. Mr. Jinoah ran some candidates on tha Muslim League tiokat but only 
two siiocaeded and snbaequently one joined tha Unionist Party. 

Exactly tba same question is raised again to-dsy soma seven years later in 
tha form of Mr. Jinnah’s demand, originated on the initiatifs of a few intacaatid 
peraoDB siid like Sir Fszli Hussain and for tba aama reasons 1 am unabla to 
accept this demand which is contrary to the bast iotarasts of tha Muilima of tida 
ice, who should refuse to be divided among themielvea or to aooapt 
erenci to their datriment. 

SlKlHDBB— JlHlTAB PAOT 

Tba first general alactiona under tha Govarnmant of India i^t, 
in no Mnalim Lautua Ministiy being formed, , which aavaralf h — . ^ 

Muslim League audua leader, Mr. Jinnah, in all diacoaalODe ana nago^t&f of 
alLlndia character. In October, 1937. to meet the eritkdem queationiog Mr. 


outaida 


raaoltad 


an alMndii character. In Octo^r,^liH7. to meat the critkdim qu^mg w. 
Jinnah’a atotna aa tha aeeradited Mndim leader and to enable Wm to nnrMt 
tha whole Muslim community and sattla terms wito otte 
mtlWL Sir 8ikamdmrHtt»t i»an coBcladeit Uie 8UMBJ«r:JMjMgPw>t.^ 


Sir Bikandmr Hyat 
ancad to the Council 
made to It lapeatcdly in 


th. All'Indis Modim Lwm mU 
idU. Lmrm qnwtmdBM WSTi 


wltlioiit 


hm bMB made to it fMNatedly ia n^atua iimm 

aoi finm luTjiaDab or tna-Laagae iiaalf. Tha Faet MOfldw th at pa 

a? aSST to SSr^iab. Sir SikaoST^yat Kto 

maatbiK of hie. Parto.aod adriw ali Modlm m^« wlm w 


lOoktiy coattanad to foaetioB aaooeSag to tha tarme ft Oa Sihaadar-Jiraah 7^ 

I. It, a .ftor toa aofartaoata dtaOi of GSr Sikmtitr Hoat Aomin, 

jImA "tttaTnadfe^oaU ol tho Moallm Lm atlMU. 



2^ JINKAH-^CiBIZR BTAT KHAN TALKS [ laroes- 

miUlinfS tlio SilHUite*Jifindli Piet, Mdd that eooatltiitioBallf the AlEilfiE 
Lcil!;iic Piriy war in ezUtenee, thongli It dli net faoetion piopcrlj at it ocahl to 
t aaaiirrd the Council that I would put lift iuto the Partgr and eonaolidate it and 
being it up fo a atandard worthy of the great organiaation of the Mnalim Laasne 
and the Moalime of the Piiii}ab end aer?e the true iotereate of the Mnaline. The 
fb^e-Aiam. in return, aaeurad me that he would stnnd by the Sikander-Jinnah 
i'aot and the name and the programme of the Unioniat Par^, and alao agreed not 
lo interfere in proYincial affaira. On my return to the rnnjab in a full Cabinet 
meettni:, 1 placed the facta before my collcaguea and eonTeyed to them the arau- 
ram%a v.\vtn to me by Mr. Jinnah. Tliereafter I forthwith implemented my aaau- 
liincen to Mr. Jinnah by eoneiitutlng the Mnalim Lea^fiie Aaaembly Pariv and at 
ite flrat meeting the nnderatanding arrired at between me and Mr. Jinnah waa 
tinatiimouBly approved by the Party. At die next meeting of the Mnalim League 
Party when the rules and regiiUiitma were being framed the SIkander- Jinnah Pact 
waa onanimoualy approved ae binding on all eoncemed. 

Mr. Jiheab’s *'roTALrrARiA]ii’' Hethodb 

The question whether the Bikander Jinnah Pact should be made e pert of the 
ritlea and regnlatioha wea* |mt to vote in the Muslim League Party meedng and 
carried by a mn)ority of 52 against 7. Mr. Jinnah now propose! to repudiate the 
fc'aet and wiebea tliat I eboiuci convey to my non-Mnaltm eoHeagiiea a message 
that, the pl 'dged word, of the Muslim eoranmiiity, pledged through the League 
i Council, apvrovid hy the Qnide-Aaiim snd conveyed through me shouid no longer 
1)6 respected. 1 ns a true Muslim and a follower of the Prophet of Islam wiU not 
be guilty of a hretieh of faith. Blr. Jinnah now wishes to interfere in provineiel 
itfriirs snd dietntb the inner working of the Ministerisl Periy. This atcitnde haa 
nojiititificatiou iind ssvoiiTs of dictatorship and totalitarian methods. 1 have reitera- 
ted on i>erei'sl ocrcsM'ions that I am prepared to extend my whole-hearted and fnllest 
support to the Qside-Azsm and the League in all questiona which relate to the 
welfare of the Muslim community end to strengthen and to enliven tlie organiaa- 
lion of the Bfiisliin League in the Punish. It ie not posaible for me to accept a 
demand involving tiiterlcrence in provincial affairs und the inner working of the 
MiiiiMterisl Tarty formed tinder the BIkander-Jinneh Pact Ihia would be contrary 
to the aceepied democratic principle that the wishea of tha eleetorate and the 
Legislature aliou'd fecvail. 

Lurieg the couiac of my recent talks with Mr. Jinnah, I have very ieitbfnlly 
<'odfaTonrcn ti prcficrre snd promote the Iwst inteVests of my eommiiuiiy and my 
province niih the ( Onnirrence of mj iioii-Mualim colleagues. J hare tried n^ b^t 
to come to a seitlcxn. iii fair to all concerned, but 1 regret to say that Mr. Jinnah 
has refused to agree and as his refusal was not in the best ieteresta of the Muslima 
of this province, 1 have no option but to continue to serve the Funiab Muslims aa 
before to the best of my ability. 

fiasAca OF .Faith to Cbanos Party’s Naub 

Under the SikAiidcr-Jinneh Pact it was clearly iindersiood that the fo niation 
of the Muslim League Assembly Tarty *will not affeci the contiuusncc ot the 
present cimlition of the Unioniat Party” and also tliat *’ihe existing c*ombiiifitioii 
shall piniutain ita present name— the ‘Unionist Party.* Mr. Jinnah now desires 
that the name should be chaiigrd to Mnalim Lrague Coalition.” This is vio- 
lation of the Bikander- Jinnah Pact and contrary to mil commitments made to my 
non-Muslim colleagues by my revered predecessor, the late Bir Bikander Hyet Khaii 
and by myself for m iicrtod cji well over six years. The only material point is that 
the Muslim League rather then the Unionist Party ehOold be regarded as tiie 
primary and the only (Hbitical party of the Muslims in the Punieb. My non-.MuHlim 
colleigace agreed to this end it elands to the credit of their emrneet deeire fur co- 
opsrauoa with the Muslims of this province that they agreed to eo-operate with the 
Muelim Lsague aa the only Muslim Party in the Punjab and to eo-opetate with it 
in running the Government of this raovince for the dpration of the war. It it 
highly regrettable that no uao should be made of this eebievemeot end t^t instead 
I should M invited to be guilty of e breech of promise to the other communities 
of the Punjab by forming e Muslim League Ooalition Miniatry. 

The iwopoeed agreement would have aeouied the wishes A the Muslim League 
and its greatest merit would have been to maiutain complete unity within the 
Muslim community, which has been the Most significant fmtuie of the pi^iseal 
iffe of the Tiinjab. Ever since 2085, the Muslims here been united usmt one 
banner and hare marched .from etimigth to etiengtbr It ie entMy due to the 


> £S (1 I PKKMIGR KXt^LAINti STAND ;>; l 

■i ti-rir I • ■ -iKtii'n M tue lTnio<ii«t P«rtj, tpnMl a*er • (wriod <»f t»antv -nne vw»r • 
commaaity o1 the Paii]«b run non* imiuimre f«vi>irr*uiv 
■Ml 1 niiy I- ii '>r cvfn ela ^whrre tad the fMt that MiihUum are the pri’doniiiuni 

.V hr «.i frp^Sy n^enpnsied. 

Move to Dibrupt Existiiiq Tnity 

.V •. I n* vigtance, when at the end of i942, ealamitj befell ihc rroviinv i.i 
^ '' e luie Premier it naa the moat eenior member of the Ogbinet (Sir 

< ’ »i*j wlio snnuld have filleil the plaee, but it waa a Mualini whu atic<*eKliMi 

' It ) It ia this unity and etrent^th of the Punjab ^lualtme th it it ie no r 
. < s fo dlaiupt. Within the #siatinR combination on the i-rin dpit* rl 

L'. h'ckivazd claieei end br.o.kward areaa the Mualima have afciireil the eiigei*. 
i t' ' ol otninilei^ meBeureo whicli have proved to be of the Kreatrat ben«*tU to tliem 
^ 1 hiH would not be ixMaible an iiiiatable and weak Leai^ne coaNiion, alu<-h 
M tiv miiat place greater reliance on non-repreeeiitaiive nou^Mualime nqiiircit 
' tT ; . :i Miniatry with the normal AUialim majority in the l^epaiatnrfc'. 

'rite fact &at I have found it impoaaible to accept Mr. ,/innah s demand dora 
'iioau riiat our ultimate objective namely, the cultural protection and econoniir 
imeut of the Muslim maasee, ia different There ia no ociifliid bidween the 
dim League Party (at governed by the Pact) and the i^eague ita-lf on any qncH 
• of principle but disaffected peraons with the League are trying to nau ibe 
•c oi Qaide-Azum for their own enda. We differ in our methoila of iinplcmin* 
!•:: the League programme. The All-India Mnalim League reaohiLion of 
< Uriy known at the Pakiatan Keeolutiou. ia the (dieet anchor of MuHlima in 
aa elaewheie. I have on countleaa oeeaaiona declared niy faith iji it and I 
. oar to ataud by it. The Mualima of the Punjab must have the ri^ bt o( ac!f* 
rmination Mr. Jinnah haa refused categorically to agree to any peasibln 
^idoii and haa insisted on a *^I^Rgue Coalition Ministry** rejecting my offer, made 
' i:;i the concurrence of my non-Muslim colleagea. to name the esiaiing comliiiiHfion 
. ''Unionist Ooalttlon Miniatry." 1 asked for altemativea to be put to tuy collc- 
but in vain. 

A PPKAL TO MUBLIMR 

I appeal, therefore, to the sturdy ccmmoiiaenae of the Muslima of the Pnijikb 
o continue to support the Muaiim League Party which forma the buik of the 
Hniaterial Party cenetituted iindt r the Pact, aa they have always done uitd mvat 
.'o now with re-doubled vieotir in ord«r that the war e' ort of tite Pui«j:>K which 
Vjia i'een the outstanding feature of that Party, aitioe the nitbreak cit the war, 
should in no way be relaxed. *l'hie is in full accordance with the truditiona which 
. iiv« made the I'unjaii famous in the past. The Japaiiree agp'reasor hi ori >he soil 
r ii^din and if at thin strge ell of ua Funiabis do not co-operate to coutiiioe our 
loriouB contribution to the war effort, Uicre would be dark dtva ahead not- only 
this prosioce but for tiic whole of India. The disunity of uiifereut commnnitiea 
• an only Mpell dieaster ; the tinbirtcrnicnt of non-Mualima and the intensification 
f communal hatred leading, t.s past history hae amply shown, to bloodshed and 
.isorder. Men's minds will be turned not to debUng the enemy but to ffghiio!: 

^ \\nT neighbours. The pence ot mind of Punjab aololera tervlng in the army wsil 
■ c destroyed. Instead of growing harmony there will be chaos And liow will it 
r> itclp to Muslims cU' whtre in India if Fun jab Muslims now forsake Uteir 
rit'Mui^lim frienda siul | re jndicc ihe peace of this province? WiP this incltnc 
t ie lenders of the other cimmunities predominating elsewhere to treat tl:etr ^.ltsl^nl 
. ! .'V» hours with fnibehrnii.'c. n*ui Ti.*si>ect ? This ia no time for fnitly squAbhlcrs and 
Tot MKiVitiir n ‘-in* llv and united effort to do our duty to oiir iTiinttiy 
. hi^. i.rithtJ Ala.’! of thr wr.r snd to consolidate the Mualima for ihc iTiir- 
sir.v'TiC r.hca^: for r.hich we are all united. 


I'he Punjab Muslim League G>nference 

Retolationa — Sialkot— 30lii. April 1944 

The t>T«n Mwaion of the ITii j.b UMlim Liene CooferenM bdd at Sialko* 
on the Mth. April 1944 pened t>fO rewlationB. The fint leiolntian deptored the 
•.bole HttitiKle »rd Mtivn of Ncilik Kbin Hpat Khan and the eecood died upon 
rverv m.nber oi the Pitn).b Aeiieiiibly to deeloie (hat te wed oflepianee loleij to 
• le Afo.liw Leaftne Peny in the Aeeembb ^ i^to the Uotoiet Pnrty ot uy 
>th.'r to'-iti'-,) r»rty, th it the preeent lebel of eoeUthm uonM be dtotiprt neuely 



m THS PUNJAB MUSLIM LBAOUE OOMISBBNIM [ batjtov- 

Ihs "UbImM Fkrty” aad SmI tta bbih of fha propoMd OoilitioB ihall ba 
L6Mni6 Pftrtf 

The OonleiBBoe leqnMtod Malik Khiir Byat Ehaa, Ptaaiar of tha Poaiab 
to afford all faeilitiaa to Sardar Shaokat Hjat Khaa to aiaar ap hia poailiOB and ia 


the efint of tht Oormor’i doeliDisg to do lo Hit Confonooe eilM vpon Mollk 
Khisr Hytkt ond Miin Abdal Hoja. the lomAinlDg two Miudim League Miniatere in 
Uie Pantab Oeblneta to laalgn tMr id&eee. 

ThoOodfaienM eomnenoed nt 11 Mr. A* J?. praeidiog. 

Su»d Qhulam Bhik Narang^ ujulh (OeDtrel)a morad fha third raaolution 
tabtiiig to tha Pramiar’e etotamant He lafarrad to the telke between Mr. Jinnah 
•od Malik Ehitr Hyat Khan end de|dorad that the Punjab Premier had defied the 
Mnriim Leagne and the Qaaide-Acam. He dionld hate eome before thia Oonfaranoe 
and obtainra tha Tardiel of tha Muelim aommnnity, he added. 

Sued Ghulam Mustafa Ilahi^ eaconding the raaolution. reminded Malik Khizr 
Hyat Khan of the fate of Mr. Faslul Hug and raqoeetad uiat he waa playing into 
the hande of Sir CMotnram. H,e eald that diay hml aaeamblad to give a burial to 
the Unionlet Par^. 

The reeolution whan put the Houae waa paeead nnanimouely. 

Mr. Jinnah arrirad at thie etaga and raeairad an oration from tha audience. 
Ae eoon aa he bad taken hie aeat Quasi Mohammad Isa of Balnchietan mored a 
raaolution on Palaetlne appreciating die friendly reply of the Prime Minieter of Great 
Britain. Mr. Churchill, to tha telegram eent to him recently by the Preeident of the 
All-India Muelim League and aeking the British Government to make a definite 
pronouncement of completely adhering to the White Paper regarding Palaettne. 

Tha conference also adopted half a doaen other reeolutions, among other 
things calling upon Mussalmane not to join the Jat Mahasabha or any other tribal 
organisation in the province, and condemning the policy of the Government of 
India in withdrawing facilities in connection with Haj pilgrimage, and requested 
them to give effect to the recommendations of the special Haj Enquiry Oommittee. 
Febbiosnt'b Advicb to Muslims 

An advice to the Muslima not to join any political Anjuman or Babha other 
dian tha Muelim Leagne which waa the only representative organisation of the 
Muslima waa given by Mr. Abdul Bab Mishtar, Finance Minister, Frontier Pro- 
vinoe, in the course of bis Presidential address to the Conference. 

He said that organisationa such as the Jst Msbassbha or the Momins Coo- 
fereuoe had been formed to disrupt Muslim solidarity, but he waa sure that the 
Muslima would not fail into any such trap and wonid continue to march on 
toward their goal of Pakistan. Iliey were passing through criticsl times and it 
waa therehm, imperative that the Muslima should unite under the banner of the 
Muslim League. 

Earlier, Mr. B, Abdul Bab Nishtar said that the Oonferenee waa ooneemed with 
three questious, via., Pakistan, Palestine and the Punjab Ministry. He left the 
Punjab question to Mr, Jlnnosh and asserted tbet Pakisten was tba only solution 
of the Indian problem. He declared that the Muslims could not tolerate Hindu 
domination nor did they wish to dominate over the Hindus They only wished to 
be allowed to have their own Governments in Muslim majority provinces. 

Aa regards Palestine, he reiterated Mr. Jinnh'a warning to the British Govern- 
ment agaiuit the consequenoei if, inflnenced by the ca|Htalist American Jewry, they 
injured the intereata of the Arabs. 

Mb* JiHWAB Dbhibs Pact Witb Bib Bikiwdab 

Addrteing the open session of the Conferehoe. Mr. M. A. Jinnah referred to 
the PunjiJ) Premier’s statement ragging hie talks with the League President. Mr. 
Jinnah categorically and publicly denied that any aecret commitment waa made or 
any assurance i^out non-interference in the inUnmal affaire of the Punjab given 
nnoar the eo-oalled Jinnah-Bikandar Pact According to that document it waa 
open to the League Plarty in the Assembly to terminate this coalition or any other 
coalition. A cofuition could not be premanent. Ooalitlona were always at will. Jl 
waa open to the Leegne Party to enter Into coalition or alliance even before or after 
Meotions. He completely denied that It was a pact sod asserted that a pact 4Miuld 
only be between two parties. Tfaja was only a record of what Sir Sikan^st had 
aaia ha would carry out. Bow cordd there be a pact between a lender and a 
follower or prospective follower T ■ _ 

Navi or ’^Uniokist” Must Be Buried 

Charmeteriring the attiti^ of Malik Khisr Hyat Khan as ohildiab, Mr. Jinnah 
smd that he (Mr. Jinnah) wihted to kill the very name '^Unionist” and tee its funeral. 



PBOOBBD1KG8 A RSBOLIITieNS 


Ba aiborled tht Modim lo imito and oisaiiite UieMtlfw. Tha aiow they 
wganiaad sod milad, tha laM would be tba eflbrta mada to daitioy them. 

Hr. Jiaaah idtendad that tha Laagna attitoda towards tha war 
aftirt waa that of aon-ambarraMmant. It was a lla aad ao ioalDoation 
to aaf that dia Laagna wantad to intarfara in or obstmot tha war effort 
or put dlffianltiaa in tha prosacntion of Uia war. It eould onW ba intandad to poiaon 

g nblie opinion in England, America and Uiia country. Tha dafenea of their country, 
a said, was of far greater interest to tha Indiana than to America or any other 
foreign country. 

Mr. JInnmi than lacallad tha dianga of €to?emment in England amidst tha 
war whan Mr. Ohurohill became '*tha Pnma Miniatar» and asked wnathar thm ware 
not controeersiaa in England, Oanada and America. Whenaeer any constitutional 
controversy arose in this country, it was imputed to wicked intentipns. If lAat was 
so, why not close down this constitution altogether ? He then raferM to the for* 
matinn of League Ministries in Bengal. Sind and Frontier Province, and said that, 
on the one hand, they were told that there should ba no fresh elections and on the 
other hand, they ware told that this constitution was at their disposal, if they wan- 
ted to work it, but the constitutional right of working it on honourable lines was 
taken away. 

Beferring to the recent statements of Mr. Savarkar and Dr. Moonjee, ha said 
that it wu clearly indicated that some leaders of tha Punjab Hindu Mahssabha 
had sought their advice regarding tha formation of a coalition with the League but 
tha matter had been left to tha discretion of the Provincial Hindu Mahssabha 
leaders, as tha policv hsd already been laid down that whenever it was found 
inevitable they could join the League. 

Sardar Shaukal Hyak Khan'a Diamisaal 

Mr. Manah on tha ImpUeations 

The open session of tha Punjab Muslim League Conference adopted the reso- 
lution about Uia dismissal of Cnpt. Shaukat Hyai Khan, The resolution was 
moved by Malik Barkat Ali and seconded by Sheikh Sadiq Kaasan, 

Intervening in the debate on the resolution, Mr. Jinnah said that tha first 
question that arose was whether tha Qovernor* as ha had purported to dismiss 
Sardar Bhankat Hyat Elhan under Section 51, bad the power to dismiss a single 
individual Minister composing hb Council of Ministers. The constitution bad a basic 
principle which imposed joint and coUectiva responsibility on the Cabinet, ^is 
raises.** said Mr. Jinnah, *a very serious const! lutional issue, and we shall have to 
examine it in the light of the correct interpzeution of the confutation. It rsises 
an nil- Indin issue." 

Proceeding Mr. Jinneh mid without prejudice to this joint responsibility, thsre 
is the second question that arises. Is the Governor not bound to furnish all the 
allegations and charges that are made against Sardar Bhankat Hyat Khan ? In the 
communique one can only read that Sardar Bhaukat Hyat Khan waa, in ihe opinion 
of the Governor, guilty of grou misconduct In the diseham of bit responsibility 
and dul^ as Minister sod hsd thereby forfdted the confidence of the Goveroor. 
Evan the meanest subject of his Majesty is sntitied to know tbs particultrs of the 
ehsrgss sod silegations or aoeomtiona againat him and is sntitied to a hearing and 
full facilities for hia defence must be siforded to him. The rule of nstural 
jurisprudenee is that the Governor is bound to rive Ssrdar Bhsukst Hyst Khan full 
partieolara of the allegstiona and charges and hia reasons and tha follesi opportn- 
nhy should ba afibrded to Sardar Bhankat Khan to give hia explanation and offer 
dewoe, as it is obvious that otherwiae ba remains condemned unheard. Apart 
from the public issue involved, unlcaa Sardar Shaakat Hyat Khan clears bis eharac- 
tm and an opportunity is given to him hit future career will ba blasted and reflao- 
tiona will lamain onanswared. .... 

Gontiuulng Mr. Jinnah mid : Tha third question that arises is what is the duty 
of the Premier as Chief Minister, with regard to the dismissal of bis collsagoa. Ha 
cannot ba raiiavad of his raspoosibility as the chief and Malik Khisr Hyat Khan 
owea it to the public to explain his position In this matter. The general jpuhlie 
impiaasion ia that Baidar Bhaukat Khan, has been dismissed sod viettmlssd 
beeaum of certain politiml viawa that ha holds, under cover of some plsusibls wrong 
which is attributed to him. If this bs the case, then it destroys the wexy founda- 
tion of damoenoy and it xavanga ma ba taken msinst a person in tnis manM 
through the instmmaulaliiy of we (Governor by lus exceptfouri powm than this 
ooDStttutioo bseomss a laroa. If the Governor Is proved guilty of having vietimi- 




Sii TUli FOMAB KUSLEIl 1JB4GUE OOMFKItENCE iHuiKor- 

Md klm tlMR lie a«-'«BOt Andd be d i i i g t iMd forth'ria fo; tnan ne ^ ol 
ft mftn ’vho hft* l5W»t fanlljr tnditioa ft«d gmt H«! held i he Kii.« e 

C^ixieeioB, (»b the bfttile>Add ftiid wai ft IHawtei. Thftt »• tb-i .?e« ir»l 
rabtir view. ItaCl m» • ^”7 K***?*? eoftifatated ftnm. I ea ky c. i . 

Moodmt meoB. Ii^ wd Indind tndiu.ig sad I wsrt, thecafore, <-0 hold our juiIk- 
111 •beyeaM s • sa impart, jadge wob 14 nntU wi are poeimuM of 
tiia cni ipleie sad hiU hwh of thft ^ II aniiwtaneiftW. it le lou id be^wd 
TKMonnhle dohbt oi Iftot sad evldeaea, that Saidar fcihenks '. Hwt Khaa hee bien 
Kiiitty O' KMftft miaeODdoet, thea wa ahall t.ot heriuta to give ot t ludg neat aoeoraiDi'ly 

iiTtai Miiv^^paaMijU Tft^^^ artaaiaiojaly amidat ahoata nf ‘AUt-ho-Akbat’ i\mt 
'Sh<k ikat-i'Paajab Kbidabad.* 

Party A^ukiiaxob of Musua Lroiai.A' ouH 
riaia Ohnaanfar AH K^^an, ex-Par laiaaoury Kdcrctaty, mcypd the 
rraointion about the HlleRlaiiee of 'he Uoeliai aiember* of tl » Piiunh AfecmMy i.. 
the Moilim League Party aad' aot to the Unionut or a y oth-r uoliticel P«r.y. 
He »»>d that after laariolng a maiber ol the Uaioawt Party for aeveo yiarn 
it waa e'ill doubtful whether the noionlat Party wm io existence at all. Excen* 
that a few membera moatly reoreaeaang rural eooatitnenoiea, met toKcther and diil 
not oMect to belntE called as Unloniat, tbe Party bi^ no oriraniaat.on outeide ih • 
t^wiure. They had uavar held any annual itotlone of offi.'C heap w, had u.i 
o^beareaa. no conetitailoo and had neear haM my eouati ution and bad never 
keld aiiv cunferenoe. Before the advent of Pweiaeial Aatoaomy there awl lo he 
a iironi ofMat block In the Asiembly md^y wmted eont peon a to hel|» them 
in Betting through aoine meaenrea which the Government aaaied lo iwee end in 
return eometlmee in email mattera the officUl lent their aiinort *o thie zsr„ndftTi 
ffvnnn The Party as such never had, nor now hkd, any uifliieiiee in the rrovinee. 
Diirinc the laet general eleetione all the contesting candidates wer; -riven TTninniat. 
tieketa and any one of them who eneoeeded at the elections thnnigh hie own neraonat 
inflnrnea wa§ mttcd 00 the bank end given the nom de plume of nniomet. To tell 
tteWnteStToonataWltaleGha^far All. It It only an inatrumeat to lower 
^ t^tice ani infnenoe of the Manlim Leagae in the Province. 

'^e^n^r^awiandad by Manfoi Ghnlam Ifohiuddin who amd that the 
hmir ol total for the Ifnaealaiana had arrived. He asked the Premier to civo np 
Me dnal polley m there eottid never be m allirace beiween the League and the 

Cnio^ earrtad nnmimonaly md the Conference adjourned. 

Pmnier OHrtndicts Shanlott Khan’s Stat^ent 

muf fs. JOtiMT Mua* EAoa. Premier of the Punjab, in a press atatemont, Naned 
from lailMwe on the SOtt. AaiU tteS. eootradieting Captain Rhnnkat Fmt Khof r 
rta^ent that ho had gtvea to the Premier hia resignation a week before bis 

*”^l*liavlM»«n (he atatament pnUlabed by Oaptun ^ankat Hyat Khan on the 
anWeet of Ms diamiwwl md regret to aay that he has confused tha wane by 
Msoeiating poHttoe with flie eotion t^ by EL E. , the Gmernor in the diachargea 
Shit o ffl-fat duties. la U bo baa raade eeruin mideading and incorrect etate- 

ti^heet nl my raeolloetim I never received from Captun Bhankat Hyat 
vii« in lalv 1IH3 my eneh letter aa that which he eaya he then wrote to me. 
Silt hia vtom at tiiat time add tiU raoentiy may be judged from the following 
faMa • Whm Oantda Shmkat Hyat Kbm waa appointed a Minister in the 
Daionlet OovonMmnt. be had difflenitiea io obtaimng Ae Mnelim ^gne tiejmt 
fir hU alentloa to the Pnnjeh I^lettvo Aee. mbly. For this rmeon he die- 

w^tled with the League nnd after hie eleetion wu reapimaibte for a news itm in 
Sie aVfftwve ol June a »»«. *» -hldi it was edd ftat hW encceee was not doe to 
As help of the Laagm elneo no etatemmt was ian^ by the Qaid-i-Amm or tim 
Pto^cial President bnt to tiw peraond Imlor^ >'”•* inflnence of hia 

father's name in tbo aien. 1 am amniad by TM 7Vri6aaa*« apeaial repreaentative 
ti^rt ihbi news item waa mfdlebed aa a irnirtt n( inform^ 

Bhankat Hvat Fhan. Althoogh thare wm no indication of the anthorahip of Am 
artielerit w lil^ to lend to dURenltiaa wiA the lAWgne and at my inatmea the 
finSdug Jutolaart ^ iaan^ by ^ptata Bhankat Hyrt Khan on /nm 11. mt. 
•My attmtim hm bam invitid to the note in The Pmuhim of Inna 9A regarding 




MAY *44 ] SYfiD ABDULLAH BBELVI*S STATBMEMT Stt 

Im •Iwftyt ccmdemned eadi methodi of Yioloiice ond terrorifim tnd has aUowsd 
psrfeet fr^om of prowtods to its oppooents ofsn in stess vhm U hot oomplete 
control. It points ont that the recent Oonference at Sialkot would ne?sr 

hsTc been held if the Ma]lis-i-Ahrar had chosen to prevent or oppose it. This 
meeting of the Majlis-i-AhrMr, therefore, calls upon Mr. jinnah to state oategorioniW 
and nneqniTOcallj hie attitnde towards snch political hooliganism and mnraer and 
warns him that bis ecu tinned silence In this respect hmn already led to grave 
miannderstanding in reeponeihle political eirclfe. This meeting requeata the All- 
India W^orking Committee of the .Majlis-i-Ahrar to survey the whole sitnetion end 
iesne deer airectionn for safegHarding its own members and guaraiitMlng the 
peaceful proeeoution of ita prineiplea and programme.** 


The Azad Muslim Conference 

Syed Abdullah Brelvi’s Statement 

Dr. ShaukatuUah Ansari, Secretary of the Azad Mualim Board, annonnoed 
that a meeting of Nationalist Muslims will be held in Delhi on the 6ih, 7th and 
8th of May. Invitations have been sent to prominent leaders of the Ahrar ParW, 
.Tam int-u1-Ufema-i -Find, Momfn Oonfcrrnce. Krishak Praja Party of Baikal, An- 
India Shiab Couferermp. Muslim M»)liH, Krindai Khidmatgars of N. W. Province, 
Anjuman-i-WRtan of Baluchistan uiid InUepcndent Muslima. The meeting haa 
men aummoned to discoaa the prnsent political situation in the country and to 
iecide upon what lead to give to Indian Mnslims. If the meeting ahonld decide to 
mil a large Conference, ila dat^s and venue would be ennounced immedietely. 
The Az%-1 Mualim Board will meet on the 4th and 5th of May and will, obviously, 
formulate definite proposals for the consideration of the meeting which will be held 
on the 6th of this month. The Board it the Executive of the Azad Mnslim 
Oonference. which is itself a federation of the variniis parlies mentioned above. 

The present politiesl desdiock cannot be resolved until Government take the 
initisl step of rclefisiog Gandhiji and other Congress leaders and, in consultation 
with the major political parties, transfer complete power to the people and establish 
a provisions! Coalition Government. The Azad Muslim Board, when it met In 
November 1942 under the chairmanship of the late Mr. Allah Bux, snggeeted this 
solution, hecanse it was convinced thnt the establishment of a provisional Coalition 
Government would alone enable the people of India to undertake the defence of 
the country with success and make all necessary sac^rificra (or the purpose. The 
existing war situation on the eastern frontier of Inoia does not make the eeteblish- 
ment of a provisional Coalition Government less urgent to-dey then It was in 
November 1942. The Azad Muslim Board realized that the solution of the deed- 
lock required a spirit of unity and trust among the major political parties and a 
determination to take concerted action for the mninteniuce of internal security and 
Vne defence of the country against aggression. Hut it also made it clear that this 
was feasible only i( the parties were convinced that their sacrifices would be lor the 

of the country anef not for strengthening of the bonds of imperialism. 

Stand fou Democracy 

The forthcoming meeting of Nationalist Muslims in Delhi is being held none 
ton soon. No body of men have worked with grester sincerity, devotion and 
peraisience than have the Nationalist Muslim lenders to bring about unity and 
trust among the major political parties. To the most disheartening cirenmataneea 
they have persevered in their efforts to help the sttainmeot of a perniaoMt and 
honourable understanding between Hindus and Mnslims. Thong^ the MnaUm 
Leegue and the Hindu Mahaaabha mentality seems at the moment to dominate 
the country, they have not lost their faith that there are eno^h rsaonreei 
patriotism and atateamaiiship In the country for the communal difierenoM to be 
amieebly edraeted. Nor have they outlived their own ttsefnlnew in the role of 
peaoe-makere that they are anxious to fill. Ever since the first NM-coH»|mtion 
Movement wee eterted, a majority of them have made no small ^ 

cause .of the countiVs freedom. They are all passionate mkm of independmee. 
They hive ao feet of Hindu msjority in an independent India. For auoh a feding 
*)f fear to Uiem is nii-Islamic. Islam tesebes fesrietsnes, Islam also teaches 
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non ttid oolliiBg Um than 


H bMed^ 

WDOonej, not n deoMmej wludi mMiit nothing non nnd noOiinff ' 

':s£ 's^ 


Hindu. 


j to bidid n n^ Indlnwhioh viSl nIdSber bTn^Hinda M^im 

Indlto Imt on Indin in whloh oforf fiindn, e?ery Moflinii in Inet owj eitiien will 
And thi hig^t intisiietton, in pditlenl, ooonomio. enltninl nnd *' 


nligionn 


thnt hi tTidlnblo to n oltiM in nnj othor State in the world. Tli» m no 
of .onpitallin or UodMm. They are ehnmpioiia of the -Have Noto" and the 
The Nadonaliet Mailime “ . . .. . . ■ « «■« 


fSSi 


nnderooge. 


SSuiSK ^ *:•«» to ..k 


their eorellgidniita to realiae their reiponiibilltiai to the eonntrr. Similarlv'^t^ 
oan olaim Haht to appeia to t^ Hindn Mlowoonntr^en to eonidder^ 
right! of the Mwim minority In a epirit of broad-minded pamotiam. 

Oovonw-LnAGim Bbttlimbvt 

In ipite of aeemingly formidable dbataelea, a aatUemant between the OonmM 
and the Mualim Leagae-«nd tb% Nationalist Mnalims desire to help ^ nof^ 
hinder snoh a tMttlemjmt-ie not as diffienlt as many sanpose provided the Congress 
leaders are relesssd. The Moslim Leagne demands self-determination. The Ohnaiesa 
hM Mfe^ to seW^etermlnation. The ditf^ between the two b that while the 
Mnslim Leagne demands self-detenninauon in regions where the llnslims ate in a 
matoritL tlm Oongem has Jbhe prindple of aelf-determinaUon of territorial 

nafts. In the resolation which the worki^ Committee of the Congress ^ 
abont the Grippe proposal It declared that it was wedded to Indian freedoma^ 
nnity. “NeverSdi/Mradded. ‘‘the Committee cannot think In 
ling the people in any Indian Union against their declared and esublished wOL*» 


ling I 
Thto 


— , - , - — - established wul* 

hb position of the Congress was not afbeted when the A.I.O.C. at ito meeting iVi 
AIbhabad in the following; month passed Baba Jagat Nar^anha’s^lndM 
teieeting the principle of division of die eonatry. Manlana. Abul ulam tba 

President of the Congress, In hb reply to Dr. Abdul LatHTs letter and in hb 
statement at the A.l.aa meeting in Bombay made thb clear bey^d m donbL 
^ resolntim passed at an informal meeting of Congress workers of the United 
Provinces held last month, expressing adherence to the principle of self-detarmiM. 
tion of territorial nnits shows the nnmbtakabb trend of opinion In the Oongram 
The Congress and the Leagne were, in bet, never so near each other as thev an 
to-day and them b latBcient justification for the optimistic vbw of the A^ 
Muslim Board tet the steps taken by toe Congress towards the settlement of toe 
communal problem ate so substantial that further negotiations with its leadin 
toe bssis of a provisional Coalition Government for the duration of the war wltho^ 
prejndice to the rights and interests of any community in the post-war conatiin! 
fional settlement. It Is well-koown that, immediately after toe meeting of thu 
A.I.C,C. in Angnst 1942, Gandhijl had intended to strive for a commwal settle! 
T"* i?“ letter th*t he wrote from ^ 

pluo of hie aetenoon to Hr. Jinoeh, whioh wee not ddirntd to the Utter, exm^ 
•ine hie tain to amt him, elmed hiekenneie for e eettlemeot Iho pi^t 
w^ hed ^ prinleRO. of emog; eod teiUng with GeadhQi daring Ue fm. 
Beferring to the eommtuiel qoeetion Qendhiji told him thet thet qneitioa wu 
uppermool in hie mind on the era of hie erreet end that, it he hed not - 
erreeted, ha would have gone to Hr. Jinoeh area if the letter h^ not invited Mm 
On the pert of GendhijL thee, not onW ie there the will for e aatdo^ bM it te 
aiae moat ^tet end pnaaing. The way. aa baa bean indieeted aboveb b siw 
than. Hi. mnah miaaad • greet opp(»tanite of tarrUg hb nmnmnn^t. qq 
than hb eonatry inan he mianndetatood'and minapraaaDtad Gandhiii’e to 

meek hba. Hoirafar. triiaro greet eanaei are eotMomed, failataa aadlioat immirtii 
nitba an to thoaa who earn then oanaea meieb apnra goadiag than to »3!S!!ii!& 
aftorte. In the midat of anointing gloom the Natolbt HnaHaea hen aerar Im 
‘toB>.o*.*.*il“f*?*»to! y JpA mtonxing corannal aattiamant, Iliab amtiag in OaUii 
will be halpfol in obtilylag the banaa faeiag toa ooaatry'in emphabriw hew O. 
r a b a n of Oen grm jaaw nb aaan rt al for n aymnnal aat tl a m a n t and in miAnirfn» 
pnUb opUon atiel i nly to pmm the demand for an imm«it«m of 

tha paoph mi Ifea to toM bh a in t of a pravibonal OoalWan Gsnnaaaat, 
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NewIMU-6ih.ll^rlo8tli. M^rl944 

0v. LbUTs HtfiiHtM 

An npped to Nationalbt Mndinu to antot toe Leagne «ito • Am detem l- 
natfon to rat it on bottar to wndntiona la mado bv Dr. 0«wt AMnl Lutif of Bs- 
dacabad. (Daoean), who bj araolal infitatioa atlandad toe Oonfaianea ol Nation^ 
Mwiliii. 

Dr. LaUf aafo : In mf toiw daja* aaanniaUmi wito toe ItmWnj toetobeta ol 
too NadonaUat groni^ I ionad tbatAboy wen deeply dfawadaded wito tbe paeaant 
Doliov of tiM TiffTHi cknni of llio boko oomool obodc Ihon vtra lo 

node with the Ltogiiflb bat Ihm felt otroogly thot, onder ito proNiit leaSoS!^ it 
woo not poMiblo for them to do lO. Thot woi the priinorj oonriderotion which 
indneed them to bring forweid o mropoiol to eeleblish o eeiierote end petelld 
orgenimtkm nnder the nemo of ‘Tnie All-Jndio Mnilim Meilie**. I wee oppoeed 
to thie more. My hlee with the membere ol the Oonfetenoe both in my pemnel 
oonreriotioni with tndividnel membere, idid in my epceob ot the open eeeeion, wee 
ihot enoh o etep would prore eaioldol to the intereete of *he Muelime. I tried to 
bring home to them ^t if they leelly brilered thot the policy end demeononr of 
the Leegne'e High Commend wee dieegxeeeble to them, the beet we> to elter thet 
wee to get into the Leegne end eeriouMy work for e ebenge. 

"In feet, 1 eoggeeted to them end to the repreeentetifce of the other gronpe 
preeent there, thet they ehoald ell join the Leegne in e body end gein the oppor- 
tunity to lift np theiv Toiee from within« The need of the moment, 1 pointed oat 
wee to eink ell difforenoee, howerer eeate, end consolidete ell onr energim end 
reeoaroee under e eingle ominieetion in order thet we might poi i eii tbe neemmry 
etrength to help recolying tlie preeent deedloeka 

*1 ilnoerely hope end trait thet wheterer be their Immediete beling, my friende 
of the Netionelut end other groape will reileot orer the humble opinion 1 hefi 
offiwid end eee if tbeji cennot oyer thet feeling end reeoWe to enter the Leegne 
with e firm determinetion to put It on better fonndetlonBa At the eeme time^ mey 
1 hope thet the Leegne Kzeoatiye will glye e new tarn to Ite outlook end eome 
forwerd to clelm beck to the fold of the Leegue ell thoee groupe who heye till now 
etood eloof from it 7 the time ie not fer off whw the Muelime of Indie will be celled 
upon ee e body to join hende with other lending clemente in the lend in eheping 
Indie'e future on linee of mutuel egreement Tlie eerlier tbe mneb-needed eolideri^ 
for thie purpoce emong ue ie etteined, the bettera The Muelim Netionelieti heye 
now, eren ee eome othb groupe, reeolyed to eupporl the right of eelf-determinetion 
to tmtoriel unite, end here mue come cloeer to tbe Leegne. It ie true thet their 
methodi of epproeoh ie eomewhet different fjtom thet of the Leegne ; but it efibtde 
ell the eeme, e common onmnd between the two. Similer common fectore might 
emerge if the Leegue end theee groupe eome together in e epirit of mutuel regerdt 
end contribute to the ccueolidetm of the Muelime nnder e eingle benner end en 
bonouxeble eettlOment of tbn Muelim problem in Indie." 

Re eolutione 

A NATioneL GoysnviisnT EeemmiL 


The Oonlerence peeeed e reeolution, ezpreoeing relief et OandhifCi uneon^ 
tionel releeee end preying for hie eerly reooyery, "eo thet he mey once egein 
reeume hie eeryioe to the cenee of Indie’e freedom." The Oonneence eleo 
edopted two reeolutione, one eeking for tbe formetion of e Netionel Goyemment 
end the odier netting out *Tnndementel coneideretione" on which the communel 
problem could in thSr yiew, be eolyed. 

The firet reeolution mn 

"Thie meeting of Hetioneliet Muelime yiewe with greet concern ^.e herdeUpe 
to which Indie hee been enbjeeted In the preeent pheee of tbe wer nd the eafi^ 
inge borne by the Indien peo|de unda tbe esieting eyete of Goyemment tiie 
cf&enee of which ie to be found in the intolcrme riee in priom, burden of 
tezelion, eeercity of eertetn eeecntiel commoditice end tbe UM ebeenee of pthm 

"In the oi^ion of tiiie meeting esperienee bee ehown thet ^ preeent Govern* 
meet ie not cepeble of eeying the people from thie dieirem rad tl^ no eetiMeoten 
MhMhn^^jNMgte^til e reel Metionel Goyernment ezeroieing lull rathcci^ ie 

mSST tethm deefmee thet ell Indirait in mg^Mn of cieed or 
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oommimity. and all patriotic organiaationc withoat axcepticn are deeply intcreatrd 
to the defence of India. They are inapixed a.Jt a real patriotic tiree and a true 
cpirit of aacrifice abieb can be directed most itVctively, nnder a National Govern- 
ment, lor the protection of the country agaiuat fOTcifpi iDvaaion and aggteaeion by 
Faaciat powera. ^ 

*'Tnia meetlDg deplorea the fact that the Bntial* Government m apita of its 
knowledge that the Indian pecT 1c s>rf: oppos'd to Faaclam, ia aiill unwilling on 
account of ita ahort-aigbted pDluy tu tranafer iHswer to them through a National 
Gk>veroment. 

‘Thia meeting now declarea that the fMination of a National Government is no 
longer a political iaaue but liae bicome a firt-i-rate military qneetion in view rf 
the exigenciea of the ]>resent phaee of the war. The victojy of the democratic 
foreea, the Defence of India and reaiatance of Japaueae aggreaaion, all these eon i- 
deratlona demands the immediate eatabiiabment of a National Government and the 
tranafer of power to the Indian people. _ . . . ^ ^ ^ 

•*Thia meeting, therefore, urges the British Govimmeut to start iiegotinticiiR 
with the leaders of India without any further loss of time bo that a real Naticnol 
Government wielding ctl'eolive autbonty should be established in the corntry.*’ 
RkSOLUTION ok HlKDtJ-MUBUM SETTLEMnKT 


The second reaolntion blated : 

'‘This meeting ci NiiiioiialiBt Muaiima considers, in the best interests of the 
country, that a Hiiidn-Mnsiini Bettlcmcnt should be brought about without any 
delay. It appeals to both Hindus ar.d Muslims that having regard to the urgent 
neM of such a settlement, they should take necessary atepa towards this end and 
eonsidera that the rrlrase of Gandhiji offers an excellent opportunity of which 
advantage should be taken. In the opinion of this meeting a solution of the 
communal problem aaliafaclory to all parties concerned can be secured on the 
following fundamental confliderations and such a solution will satisfy the needa 
and aspirations of Indian Muslima : (1) India should continue to remain a united 
country. (2) The constitution of India should be framed by its own people. (3) 
There should be an AlMndia Federation. (4) The units of Federation should be 
completely autonomous and all residuary . powara should be vested in them. 
(5) Every unit of the Federatioi. should be free to secede from it as a result of a 
plebiscite of all its adult inhabitants. (6) The religious, economic and cultural 
rights of minorities should be fully and effectively safeguarded by reciprocal 

agreement. Pakistan Opposed 


Messrs. S, A, Brelvit Hvfiz Mohamed Ibrahim srd Dr. ShaukatuUah Anaari 
explained to the preBS cori«B|)ondentB on the 8th. May, the background 
of the meeting and eaid that the Bccond reBolutioii set out the immediate 
programme with which Nationaiisl MuBlims proposed to go before the 
country. Nationalist MuHlims, they said, realised that the CongresB took siepa 
which would hasteu a Hindu-Mualim settlement but unfortunately those steps were 
interrupted by the arrest of Congress leaders. Wuh Mabntma Gsndhi’e relessp, 
the process or attempting a settlement would be resumed and Nationalit^t Muslims 
suggested in the resolution means by which that aettlement could be hastened. 

As Muslims they ssserted they believed in the unity of India but they sIfo 
conceded the right of each territorial unit to secede If it so those. Thg also con- 
templated r^istribution of these units. Wbot wes proposed was not Pakistrn I lu 
a plan that should lei India remain a united country for all time to come, 'i hat is 
the fundamental diffsrence between them and the League. There wae however, in 
the mind of certain people the fear of a federation by compulriiSD and in ordor to 
allay that fear, NaUonaliat Muslims conceded the right of ieeession but adwiaed 
the unite not to exercise that right. 


The meeting, they aaid, would devise methode to impleBient the rcaohrikm : 
end In the pursuit of their ideal they contemplated miacement of the Muslim 
Lsague. They were considering the reorgnnisation ei Kationaliat Muslima into a 
pi^ and the revival of the branches which once tadsled of that party in every 
province. Thoae who ittended the meeting did ao as individual NattoniSlr^ ** 
and were a larger body than the Axed Murihn Ebaid, 


Ilat Muriima 


The meeting also pnsied a resolution "wricoming** l^atmn Ouidht’s raeondl- 
tional release and praying for bis early recovery so that he might oaee again resume 
his services to the cause of Indians freedom. 
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A^Awa iH PALttrnrB 

In ADothor raolntion tbe maetiiie drew elteiition to '*tho ooiumou eud 
iiiibmiable bonde of futh and affeotloii mieh unite the Mnelime of Indie to their 
Arab bndhren In PelestineT* end weriied the BriUeh Government that **if it once 
apain bieeki lie promiaea clearly given in the White Taper and aurrendera to the 
fiiianeial preaaure of the Jeara and the dhstatea of plutoeratio America, it will 
niileaah the boundkBa iudienation and hoeUlto not only of the Mualima of India 
but el the entire world.** The meettog dwlarcd that if the attempu to chance 
tlie atatoa of the Araba and Jewa of Paleatfaie aueceeded, the meeting would hold 
the Bfitiih Government entirely teaponaible for the “conaeqnent hoatility of 
Mualima and the crime of ignoring democratic principlea by forcing a m^ority 
to anbmit to a minority.'* \ 

The meeting ezpreaaed grief at the death of Mr. Allah Bux, Degum Axad 
and KaaCmba Gandhi. 

All InpiA Mubliii Majlis 

Tbe Conference ]>aeaed the foilowing reaolution : 

**ln view of the preaent political lUuaUon in the couuiry and the intereata of 
the Mualima, aa alao for implementing the reaolniiona on Hiudn-Mualim a^e* 
mt'Dt and other reaolaliona paaaed at thia aeiaion, it ia resolved that tbe Nationidiat 
Maallma abonld raorganiae themaelvea under the name of the All -India Muslim 
Mailia widi its headquarters at Delhi and branches throughout India.” 

**Tliia organisation ahail aeek to guide and lead the Mualima unitedly for the 
achievement of complete National Independence and other correct objectivea and shall 
tiao strive to bring about a Hindu-Mnslim settlement in their own interest and in 
tliat of the country aa a whole.” 

'This meeting therefore emphatically appeals to the Mualima of India to Join 
and support thia organisation so that ita mmi may be realiaad and it may become 
a popular and powerful organ of ln4ian Mualima.” 


Released Congress Leaders’ Conference 

Reaoltttioiia — Lucknow — 15th. & 16th, April 1944 

The meeting of the Congreea leaders and workers recently released from jail 
commenced on the 15tb. April 1944 and was resumed on the next day, tbe 19tli. 
April in the Trilok Nath aalU Lucknow with Babu Sampurnanand^ ex-£duoation 
Bfiniater, U. P. in the chair. 

Faith ih Gandhux’b Leadership 

The meeting adopted reaolntiona reiterating ita faith in the leadership of 
Mahtma Gandhi and the Congress Working Committee, expressing condoleiioa on 
Ute death of Kasturha Gandhi, Begum Atad, Mr. Mahadnv Denai, Mr. R. 8, 
Pandit, Mr. Allah Bux and Mr, Chandrabhal Johri, sympathiaing with the 
Bufferers in Bengal, appealing to the public to contribute ty the detenus' families 
relief fund and urging CoDgreaamen to intensify the production of Khadi. 

JAPAHEBB IHROADB IHTO ABBAH 

Dr. K. N. Katiu moved tbe resolution relatii^ to Japanese iuroads into 
Assam. The reaolution was seconded by Mr. A. G. Khar and was aooeptad In aa 
amended form. Following i» the text of the reaolution : 

"Ihia meeting views the inroads made bv the Japanese troops into Aaaam 
with gredt oonearn. It espreaaea ita aympathiea for the people of Aaaam who already 
afllictra by famine have now to suffer the hardahipa and ordeal cf Invaaloa, 

"The renewed Japanese offensive once again nnderiiues the danger of Fascist 
aggression to which the country ia atill exposed. While rritcrating the Oons^a 
attitude towards imemrialiam, this meeting expreaaea eonfideooe mt despite all 
ditl^altiea and impedl^nta the people ,Qf Aaaam will reaiat the Japanaaa attack 
with all the strength at their command. The Oongreaa has always atood agMaat all 
aggreaaioD and ia committed to tbe defencr of the ecmntry under all elrcnma^cca.** 

Dr. Kalju at the outset referred to the reaiguatioo of the Opncreee mnietilee 
and said that the main leaaon behind their realgnetion wee tiiet Indlane were not 
coneutled by the Britieh Govemment on tiie question of Incus'd active perMimtien 
in tbs wnr against the M gt eaao r a in Europe. Ti^ was no danger to In« at 
that time, but etill the Congrwi High Oommnad m^ It eleer limt they no 
■ympalhy lor the eggieaooro» be they Jenueee, Genmni or itnUene, That he** 
alwgya been their view and that view preveiM to-day. 



r<6 


TlilAfft CCVCHFFB COKlTOBEKCB [ li;cn<m>> 

» ont to iBdlii, tki 


Di. addad lhat at Um tiaM Sir Btagari Cngpt 
aoaatey waa piMpiaat with aaihma laaBonra. Ilia J a p aawa had ana lahM c 
aaila of ladia, Astafaia Oaadhi and tba Ooagiaaa woiftiBC Ooaiailtlaa had 
thaa Biada it abaolotely ctaar Siat it waa thair dm datanriaadoa to dataad 


oooatiy aad otHiMa aoy sort of 
Dr. Katju, had aiwa^a baaa 
J)r.Katf 


__ tMi 

Ibe podtioii of tbo OongfiM^ mlliiiitd 


Utja fnrUitf Mid UmIt pooitloii lo-doy woo Cho Mma •• it woi wboi Ifao 
la Tbej wen detmuinod to defend tlidr eoil end would not look to enj 


wer begeiia They _ _ 

ooUlde nellon to come end win heedom te 
defend their 


Indieni hod 


ntrya 

Conduding, lit. Ketfn eeid thet thoy ell i^pethieed with the people of 
their preeeat oideel end it wee thedn^ of erery Indien to 

Seconding (ho resolntion. Hr. A* G. Kkgr, ez*Peilhunentery Seeieleryt U. 
enpr eiced deep eooeem orer the eitnetion In Aecem. The Oongiece, he eeidp 
endeeged thet the deleoee of the eonntry wee only poMible with the eomperetion 
of the pewle. It bed elweyc been the Tiew of the Oongieee thet the eggreMMce in 
Eiirppeh->Gennene end Iteliene— ehonld be f ought egeinel When the Jepeneee 
infeoed Ohine. the Congreee reieed ite ?oioe egeinet the eggreeeiee netien end 
lod|^ e strong protest. It bed dweye been e principle with the Oongrcec to oppose 
foMgn eggieseion end they would edbere to it to the lest, 

tebu Sampurnanatidt speekiog on the resolutiona eeid thet the Congress bed 
elwsys been edti-Feseiet. It sfsn reieed its Toiee of protest egeinst the eetion of 
the British Gofernment when the letter supplied petrol to Italy in the Itelo- 
▲byaainian war end olosed the Burme Road when Japan inreded Ghtna. There was, 
thesefoce. no truth in the allegation thet the Oongrees wee pro-JapenesSa 

The reinlation waa put to TOte end carried. 

OoHORM TO Gowmar Municipal ELicnoNS 

Mr. Bri Prakana^ u L.A. (Oentrel). then mofsd the following resolution : *The 
nesting Icela that it will be deaireble to eonteat the forthoomiug Municipal 
deelloua as a prelimihary step. This meeting calls upon Congrcasinen in all 
urban areas to form local committees end make arrangements for the proper 
enrolment of ell persons entitled to the francbise so that the elections may be held 
on as fair a basis aa poasible.’’ 

At the outset, the mover referred to Mahatma OandhCa Mlness end expressed 
the hope thet the Mahatma would aoon recover. 

Dmling with the resolution, Mr. Bri Prakaca said, no election bad been held 
for the lest eight or nine years. Bines the Oongress went out of office, it had been 
repeet^iy emphasised that they bad loot the confidence of the peoptB. It would, 
thereforei be in the fitneea of things to contest the forthcoming Municipal deetions 
In December 1044, in order to show that the masses had not deserted the Oongress. 
The deetions, he felt, would also effirad them an opportunity to form a correct 
estimate of thdr present podtion. 

Conduding. Mr. m Prekasa said that it waa a pity that Government had 
dedded to hold Munldpal dectlont only and not deetiono to dlstriet boards aa 
well. He suggested that district deetion boards be formed to conduct elections in 
various diatrieta of the United Provinoea under . the direction of the Central 
KleetlQi^ Board. 

Seconding the resolution, Mr. Kkarthad Lai said that It wu imperative lor 
Oongressmen to fight the eleetlona. It would hdp them counter thdr opponents’ 
attempt to keep them aloof from the masses. Th^ should go baek to the masses 
and establish that they still enjoyed thdr confidenoe. 

The resolution waa serried after authoridng die Preddent to nominate a 
ndttM of five to the Provincial Election Boeid. It was also dedded that no 
member it the Bo^ would seek eleotion to any local body. 

By another iWMdution, the meeting protestod against the treatment ssetsd; out 
to ndli&al pilaoneiain Jdl. 

Winding up the proeeedingo^ Baku Bampumtmamd lefarred to the 

ralssd lor the distresa reUd fund and said that all expenses wp^ be 

by the Pigvineial Belief Coasmittee of wMdi Mr. JfVros Gaudhd waa die Bemtaiy. 
•Am money collected for Urn rdisl fund would not be devoted to other ^ 
or work. 

OoMtadtat. tiM Ptw iiUat mmaaami ttat . eanUil oOm te the 
at wadt at th. noiou eB—iWm w«Ud be ail vp Mi Leekao*. 


The All India ICi$an Conference 

ReaolirtioiM-eexwada— 12th. Maich 1944 


PiMMtfag* M tto SaklMli OwuilltM 

The Oentnl Oommittee of the Alhlndia Kieeii ^ el 

the 12th. HeiA 1944 end eOBTerted Iteell into e eiib]eete eoBnlltee of the 


Fomftlly inritlBg the Pceeidenl-eleei Swami BaJUuananda SanttwM to tola 
the eheir. Mr. BanAim JfukhsrM the onlgoInK PiciSrat» eeid th^wml MnS 
nend wee the moet militoiit end experieneed leeder of the Kieene. In enile of to* 
detentira of verioas Kieen leederiL the Eten Sehhe wee etzonger then eftr end 
wee Indie'e biueei deee (wgenteetion to-dey. It would grow etronger under IS 
new Preeident’e guidenee. m ^ wum 

SwemI 6ehe]enend, who took the eheir emidet eheeie, eeid hie one Idee from 


•j sau AsviB Avsf vBwerae ne 

to the emioe of the Eieena The poliUeel deedloek in the oonntty el 
dejected him, but he knew the! nothing could eheok Indie'e neioh to liberlv 
The people of Uic Boriet Union end Chine wee edrencing, end ihie auet here 
ite effeot on eontiguone ereee. Our liberty could not be denied to ne long. The 
MiTfee of Kieene wee hie miuion end he wee not going to leeve the field until the 
goal wee leeehed. 

Beeolntione of condolence touching the deethe of Mre. Kanturhai Gandhi 
Mr. R* 8, Pandit end eererel Eieen leedere were aored from the eheir end peae^ 

Mr. Bankim Mukherjee mored e reeolntion conveying greetinge to the Bofiel 
people end the Bed Army. The mover eeid the (Soviet peopla hed ineiteced pro- 
duction of food end mechine to ontmetch Feeeiet Germany end the Red Army, an army 
of Kiane end workere, hed at BteUngied indireutly leved Indie from FeMiet etteek 
The Bed Army wee an army of liberation for the oppicescd peopira of Europe 
end the world. 

Mr. Nidhan Singh^ who returned from the Soviet Union in 1043, ■muded the 
leeolntion which wee peeeed nuenlmouely. 

Another laolution wee peeeed, protecting egeinei ratrictione put by the 
Qovernmente of Mediae end Uydaebed State on travelling to ^cwede by the 
delegatee end Slieeue for thie leecioo end deolering that eneh obetrnodono me^ 
before the ceeeioo **ere not only an infringement on the freedom of eametion 
of the Kieene of Indie, but mi^et eeriouely hamper the work of mohllieing the 
people against faerism, egeinet food crieie end epidemic. The lesolution eleo laerred 
to the epirited fight pot up by the mcmbere of the Central Legislature belonging 
to ell pertia and hoped that the petrioa ineide end ontalde the legisletnre would 
follow this example end fight eneh ratrictione put by the bnieeuaney end bring 
relief to the people by ending the deedloek. 

TAZATIOV FftOPOfALB CBITIGiaBD 




Regarding the new taxation propoaeia, the Bubjata Committee adopted a 
reeolntion protating egeinat the propoaala of the Government of Indie to impoae 
tax on betflnnta, tee end coffSee end to inereea the tax on tobeeoo end the letce 
of third elaa reilwey fere for inoreesing their revenue. "The budea of ihmn 
taxation, the raaolntion etetod, will mainly fell on the Kimna end the poor eoettoee 
of the popnletion in the country eina the ertlcla on which Govemmeal propoeed 
to lay end incrceae the tax ere daily neeeeeeria for tho life of the vael maaa of 
the people. The Govanment propoaele of levying iodirat texetion on the 
neoaeeria of life of the beriet oireto of Ibe popnletion it oppoaed to the leepgniad 
canont of ioit texetion.*’ 

The Committoe eimSIerly andemned the govammnt’a attitude of paiiitiDg end 
Impaing thea additional bnrdene on people who wen in no poeltion to beer them 
in defitna of unenlmona opinion of public bodia aa well a the elated fepnante* 
tiva of people of the Centcel Legialetuie. 

By enotha readintion the ^mmittoe protated egeioet the propoeed n a m w 
mat of revane by the North-Weil Frontia Governmat rad pleaded that it 
•hoold be euipaded till the wer aded end etobility of prioo wa eaed. The 
Committa further poinled out that tin Fcatier laente eutiM frae unaaora 
privatioee a ihay hea eo TmMsg Act to protal their The Mijm, thm 

tonbdemradid toeteFnMitierTaraey Act mnel Immediately be peeaed to give 


M8 THE AiX INDU KIBAK OONFERBH<» [ bbwada— 

tt« MeMMty zig^to to liie Eraotior XiiOM, Ibair loada and iba pndnoe oi dw 
Isodlfl* 

The Oomnltlee midMuad Id note ictoliitioii, tbe most ntelionory move 
of the Jegiideie end the Myie of the provlDce of 8ind to get the Jegirderi Aet 
cither repeeled or emended in each e wey es to deprive Eieene end Mokadim of 
their rignte by peyin rent in oeeh— e right which they enjoyed under the prorieion 
of the Acta The Oommittee, therefore, eppleeled to the hiembrra of the MuAtim 
I^egne end ell other progreeaive eeetioni in the Bind Legislature to fight for the 
just eense of tlte Hens end Mokedime end deieet the nefarioue move of Jegirdera 
end the Ilyre the object of which wee to secure unlimited power in their hands for 
exploiting the Herie and Mukadime ruthlessly, The Committee also celled on the 
Harie to etreos^en their unity eolidarito end orgenisation for defeating the move 
of the Jagirdere. They nr|^ on the Government of Sind to pees imm^iately 
tenancy legislation giving occupancy righu to ell the Haris who were cultivating 
the lands at tbe time of the appointment of the Tenancy Committee. 

By another resolntion, the Committee decided to appoint a committee to go 
into the grievances of the afnlcultural labourers and report to the Central Eisan 
Committee its recommendatee. By a further resolution moved, it was suggested 
an enquiry to be made by the Government for adequate supply of essential commo- 
dities and xeducdon in price. 

Reeoltttions— 2Dd. Day— *Bezwada^l3th. March 1944 

RgLEABs OF Natiohal .Lbadbrs Urgbd 

The Snbjeels Committee resumed dircussion on the next day, the 18th. March, 
with Swami Sdhajanand in the chair. The proc^ings commenced with 
National aonga by lady voluntecra. The pandal waa packed to capacity. 

The committee paeaed the following resolntion on land transference and 
eviotioii The All-Eiean Sabha consideia that relief ahould be given to the Eiean 
to enable and encourage him to produce more food crop for the benefit of the 
entire nation and demand that meaenree be taken forthwith by the (^vernments 
concerned for the Immediate restoration to the Eisan of land transferred by him 
or the land from which he was evicted in 1943 and auch other reliefs as are called 
for under the cireumetencee, and urges the Government to modify the ordinance 
promulgated la Bengal, in oonneotion with the traneferenee of land which does not 
in any way improve the preeent poaitioo and that meaaurea be Immediately taken 
In all provlneea to atop enhancement of *rent and eviction of Eisana from land. 

Tbe Sabha farther urges the Kieans to eat up settlement Boards of villages 
for setting all auch cease of traoeference of land and eviction throngh mutual 
understanding of the pertiee conoerned. 

A second Keeolution peased by tbe Committee warns the Government that its 
policy of refusal to release the natioual leaders and enable them to solve the dead- 
foek, will only result in further woreeniug the situation, thus delaying and weake- 
ning the common cause of the Ohineec, American, British, and the Indian people. 
The Ssbha therefore demands the immediate and unconditional release of Uahatma 
Qandhi^ Maulana Auad, Pandit Jawhartal Nehru and other members of the Wor- 
king Committee. 

The Sabha ia eonvineed that leleeeu of tbe leaders would ereete an 'atmosphere 
favourable to the achievement of national unity and fpr the eetllng up of a National 
Composite Government enjoying the confidence of the people and that this ie the 
only way io affeetively fight famine and ensure eucoeu of the Central Food Plan 
to that everybody gets hie food through efiheUve control of prices and rationing. 
This wonld aleo enenre eoonomie stability and politioel freedom and enable the 
people to lead a eountSTKiifhnBive egainet Japaoeea aggression. The Sabha ealls 
upon sU Its provinolel nnite and all Eisana to start a eampaigu for the release of 
national leadere for ending the deedloek and for aehleviiig all-zonnd national 
unity based on an understending es a result of mess urge between the major 
partne and oommnnitieB. 

Beeoltttlone on aid to Bcnaal and on the policy of the Eiean Sabha were also 
adopted by the Suldrote Committee. 

The Bnb^te Oemmittee adopM on the motion of Mr. Banhtm Nukher/ee a 
oomprehenaive leeolntloa expleiaiag the poUey of the Eiean SaUui. Thp resolution 
stated that a National OoalitioB Government, responsible to the Legislature and to 
tfc« people of India, baaed on the **uDeqalvoeal deolaretion of India’s right to free- 
dom' and to frame her own ooaatitutioii alter the war” and fnnetioniog both >al 
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Ontiti and in the PioTinees wee eetentiel. It edded that the preneat war can 
effeetlTely he converted into a people** war only when it in fouitht under the leader- 
chip of a National Onvernment and with the willinis aii«l h»‘atty co>operatlon of 
people of fiidU. The reaolution alno pleadKl for Hindu MtiMlim unity and called 
upon the KiHane to ori:anif‘C a iifiitfd to promote tiiiiiy between Hindu and 

Mufllim maaeee end to create the urge for Ooiiicr*:0B*Leit;;ue unity with a view to 
forging all in national unity. 

The Open Se-^dipn or me Kuan Confermce 
Eiebth Session— Bezwads — t4tli. March 1944 
The Waleome AddraM 

Tlie openinir amion of the eighth AiMndia Eican Sabha oomibeneed at 
Bezwnda on the 14th. March 1944 amid ec*Mii!s of irreat enthuMiHem. Tl>ere were 
ov#»r 50,000 iiponlc in<*hiding more thun 5,000 wdmeii. The Precideiit was 
taken to the ro^trtinfi to the McoMinp^ntment rif imnd plAy«*d by Ki9au vdlunteera. 

After the i(^*i«ni of Mmip Kif^en 90tigi> by Indy voliintf^ert*, the iSecretary to the 
Reception Committee introdu'jtd prouiinCM* *i* h;:.ies from rartouB provinoei to the 
audience. 

Wplcominir the Pre^-id ‘nt u?ui the detcirn* Mr. C. Vaaudeva Rao^ Chair- 
man of the Hfud ; "Ojire 14 m^iinly a tood-grewing province 

and it i4 our duty to pi du -t* ; hut. mere ii»ere«8»d production will not retnlt 

in any good unhen we n<*e the pners tire fi.ir and within the reach 49 I the lnll•^c•; 
or elee th» iin-*po»»lr-ild' o* H- tigal will i)c repeated here.** 

After narr.'itinu et leugili the woik d(Mie by the A. I. K. 8. to- 

ward* the p til f of t^A*ni:ic atriek*'n ptitocN. via. Bengat, H «yalafie^ma and .llHlabar, 
the Ghnirni'in rec - >1111 ted rtie ^*a:ioo* tn-hirvementH of the Eiaan Sabha, by the Vi*ow 
more f'^od** •••mp ai.’ti, aueh an '!ic Mndran (itivernniint’H Uw', making it obligatory 
on the Z imlndin* to repnir all the irrigation works nnder thi ir ciiarge ; the build- 
ing up hy OtiVHinment of a number of projects in Eintna Went Uodavari and 
ReynlaneeniM dintrietn. Me nnid that when thf:.^e were completed, laklia of acrec 
would b*» fre-hly brnuuhr under cultivation. 

8'rrening the ni'cegghy of Ki nan •agricultural labour unity to fight for equitable 
Wage* for agricultiirnl iHimurer^, he aaid eiicli unity could do a lot in the way of 
Becuring grain h nnn at low jiri'CH and nettling dispiiiea among agricultural .labour 
and the peaaantH hy muttml dtaciiaaioii and co-operation. He cond-mned ilhe 
Ran'raiten who. he aaid, were nothing hut diaTUPiioiiiata who are neither airtvink ^or 
nrntecting the interest of the i>ea*«aiitiy nor fur natiimal Defence, but continuing in 
their activity of di*«riiption ag>tiii-t the r»eoi*le and ag»inat National Defence. 

Conclii ling, Mr. Vaoudeea Rno hoiied that thiH HCMBiOfi, in the preaent iiat onal 
and internatioiitl eventa. would unify the etitire Indian peaaantry and fulfil ita 
historic role 'I'be cotitirry wna liMiking to them for guidance, he said, and be firmly 
belifved that this Conference would show a correct way out of the ao many difficult 
problems facing <he conn try to-day. 

Amid shnutB of ‘*Ki4nn Saiilia Ztndahad" and '‘Inqnilab Zjiidahad’*, Swami 
Sahnjnttttnd then delivered hia pre'*identia! eddrcaa. The iiddre**H aated an hour 
and a half and was translated in Teltigii by Mr, J, Rnmalingayyn, at most of tho 
audience were from Andhrndeaa. 

Condolence resolutions on the death of Mrs. Qandhi and Mr. /?. 8, Pandit 
were then init from the chair and passed. 

Messages wishing the C ntference success were read. Prominent among thoee 
who sent the messages were Bsbu So^an Singh and Sohansinvh Bhaknna (Puiijat*), 
Dr Subharnyan, Mr. .Sri Rrakns^, M.L.A (Central). Afahakuvi Valiathot^ Mr. C?, J#. 
8ved, President. 8ind Muslim L»»amie and member of the Working Committee of 
the All-India Mnalini League. Mr. MHnaJkanti Boae {Amrita Bazar Patrika,) Mr, 
Bhupendranath DM and Mr. M. 8, U. Sharma, Editor, Daily Gazette, Karmebl. 

PrealdenI'a Address 

A demand for the rrlease of Cnngrese l«dcrs end ibe fetabJIahment of a 
national government was pnt forward by Bwami Sahajanand SarazutUH In hie 
presidential nddnw to the All-India Biean 8abha Coiiler«.ce In Id at on 

the 14th. Maieh 1944. Ibe President cstreased his 0 |;|Otilion to the PaklttMi 
scheme atid dtalt with Uie economic probltma of the Bifcos. ... 

Ectnea, remipisrent of the visit of Makntma GatMi end clhir reiirrsl Ifsd- 
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m WM jmtB bick when flit mtlraetht mpniM of tlii Oooicmi to oolloel 
000 omo of nipeeo lor die Itlok 8ivor»} Nkllii and enlist ton IskHs nemhm woo 
ionnnlfttcd, were sgsin witnessed here lo*ds9 when the AlMndU Kissn Oonferenoe 
opeoed Its session. O^i^e the restrletions imposed on nilwsj and has trsTel, 
thoasands nsde their wsj to Bsswsds. 

The President-elert ffiMifiii Sahajanand and other Kisan leaders were taken 
In pneesslhii in country carts drawn by sturdy Andhra bulls. The procession 
wbieh was two miles long was composM of nearly 220,000 people aod was very 
colonrfni, with thousands of m flags fluttering. Slogans such as **Release Con- 
gress leaders” and *Down with Fascist Aggression” were friquendy uttered with 
tathusiasm* 

After the p r oce ssi on, Mr. Bankim Muknjm unfurled the Kisan flag. In doing 
sOft Mr. Mnkerjee said that the flag waa a sign of eieiory and unity. The 
Flhg gSTC hopes to the people of the country who were ravaged by famine and 
pestilence and dis-spirited by disunion. The flag also promised the release of national 


The Conference waa held in an open maiden* About 400 delegates and 90.000 
visitOTB had arrived by laat evening. Varioua exhibltio-* etalla were opened. 
A cattle show was also held. 

After Mr. P. C. /oshTs opening speech, Swami Sahajanand delivered the 
preaideniial sddrese. 

The Kisaiis, the President In the course of his address said, represented 80 
per cent of the people resuling In villsges and played an important part in the 
life of the country. They knew very little of politics, out iindprstood well their 
dsy-to-dsy needs and economic iiroblema and were devoid geD«*rally of the idea of 
eofleclive bargaining and asBrrtioii of^ their rights. The Kissn Sabha," be said, 
"Judges the soundness nr otherwise of politics to the extent it effectively solves the 
bread and butler problem of the producing masses, while others judge economics 
in the light of its serving their politics or being an end io itself. In my opinion 
they esnnot const! 'ute the executive of the Stibha. It is our duty to clear once for 
ail the cobwebs and mists that surround it^ declare its position in unequivocal tsems 
•ud adopt measures on the basis of its distinct political entity” 

Dealing with the economic problems of the Kissns, the President said that the 
srowers of Jute and cane and the manufacturers of gvr were the hardest hit of the 
Risatis during these days of high prices for all other commodities. The Kissn 
Sabha had bwn demanding a fair price for both of these. The enquiry committees 
set up by the Government from time to time, bad in their own way arrived at 
ohsrges of cultivation. Many im|iortant items of expendilurs like internet ehsxges 
on capital investment, which bad changed hands almost cent per cent, 
hsd not been taken into account by those committees. The All- India Kisan Habha 
mutt appoint an enquiry ooromittce to make a detailed survey of the cultivation 
costs for juts and esne, and submit a report on the basie of which they could 
demand fair and minimum prioes for both Jute and cans. "'Iliere is a wide diaparity 
in the prices nt sugar prevailing in the various parts of the country. Am regards 
gur, the U. P. and Rihar Oi»vernments fixed a very low price and later, to add 
tasuh to the injury, the authorities have totally stcu»ped the export of gur outside 
theee provinees oy aiiv private agen^ and they themselves have so far exported, 
if at all. very little gur from U. P. aod perhsns nothing from Bihar The one 
dhutnet t-ffect of the policy ia that while in Bihar and U. P. gnr ia simply rotting 
aid watting for want of oonsumere and parchseera in the conauming provinces of 
Maharashtra aid others It ia selling between Rs. 20 to 90 a mstuid. The authorities 
hsvo also banned tl>e manufacture of gnr In the areas of the sugar factoriea in the 
Punjab, Beugsl and Andhra, and the Gwalior Btaie too has not lagged behind in 
the matter. Cain ot wa force the unwilling handa of the ralera to concede our 
dmand in rei|»eet of at leant sugarcane and gnr ?** 

Mile more food we produce,” the President continued, "the more eearee it 
beeomce. In the forms of our food committees aad other kindred setivitiee we want 
indeed wery much, by setting examples, to force the Qovemmeot to adopt our 
method and auggeetiOD to colva all tfaess knotty problems. But even our wcll- 
tb^htKmt plane to meet the moet threatoiiing eitnation have no pliee in the min^ 
and working! of our ndere. Pditiea lien at the root of all this. I am afrstd, and 
withont the political eolution, no amount of eueh eommitteee and the apparent 
gopnlar jtmity behind them all will do as that unity ia like a body without 

Tha Preeldaat ptotestod etroagly agalact the increaea in railway fan in the 
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• PwMuwt* PaasmiTT 
FraoMdinK, thmii Bmkttfmiunti Mid : *lt bM bMi>aM alaeat ■ ImUm vlft 
Um offleisto and other* to repcoi iliot ilie Ximb* hoee beron* veelihy and proipir* 
one duo to ^ blfch priect ibcj m pettins boo. But it it tB eettbliulied ftoi IhtI 
BMBo IhaB n per tent of iht peurmot-holduipt tit DO*teoiiAMie tod tloioil 90 per 
tout of the Kitout tie eoaerqueBtlv OBdefM aitd Buder^doilitd at thtf oaBool 
pvodBoa magh to fred aod eto^ thomatlfca aod iheir depcBdatita. 6 o the 90 
par emt of the Klaana baea bo aorplBt to tall aod thoa itai thtmaeleaa OBriehtd.*' 
The PfeaideBt appealed to the Madm GofenineBi to take Bp tUBiediaiely the 
eoBatmtioa of eeual projeoto io BajalmaaeBa la order to root oel laaiiaa whloh 
waa oftaB pratalaBt theta. 

CXmOMM Lbadbbb 

tfarofat Sakajanandt deaiiBg aest oith the poliiieal altoatloB aaid : "‘ladiaB 
polltlea la alloirad to drift aad the polltieal.atalemate betraja aot efOB the rfoiaal 
BlgB ef aolBtioB. The BMwe the eoBBtif endeaTOBra to dad a way OBt of the 
iaapaaae, the more bafliag aad eompllcated form it amumaa. Almoat all the ito* 
BMiita iB the cooBtiy are paiBtateatly demaading the raleaaa of the OoBgrma laaden 
aad aa Bademtanding betweea the Goagrem aaa the GoTerameat. Bttt the Gof- 
eromeot taraa a deal ear to all thia aad the GoTerBiaeBt'a coaaiateBt reply la aa 
cmiihatie' Thia ahowi the eomparatite waakaem aad atrrogth of toe ooBBtty 

aad the Ooferomeot reapeetively.'’ 

Beferrlag to the aoeoem of the Coagfeae la the leeeot bye-eleotioBab the 
PrcakLeat obaereed that they did oot iodlcaie aoy rising alfeaath of the oouatry 
politically. poHdeal power Mca* ia foreign hands that are aeeoming laercaaiagly 

determined and emboUeacd Boi to part with It. Bo far, the piople bare not bctB 
able to wrest this poarer from the unwilling hands. No doubt, the geaeral poUUeal 
couseionaaena in the eouatry haa ioereaaed manifold, but it baa taken no defleita 
form and bereft of the dgbling mood In the public, it eounta little in eonoiete 


PAWieTAV ABB Bx»eiAV IWALOOT 

*l am BO ballerer,’* Bwami Sakt^umtnd dedered, *la either PaUetea at 
Akhand Hindoalan. An iadlTiBlble India in the saaae of nnstintcd and nawavetint 
loyalty to it and the inlaet praaerfation of all the eommonltlca, acota and religiBWt 
that Inhabit Ihie greet end eadeat lend of onre ia the thing to be oeeeelTcd ei 
eehIcTed and aepired nfter. end It ia Ihie Indie that leally mactara with am. Bat 
indeed we eeanot eee enoh an Inde an aecompliahed fael by amaae of die BMaa^ 
the ttaalimi, the Depieaeed Oleaaea ead otbera eoDateoily eperring at each olbm. 
Thie ceB be eehiercd oely as a leenlt either of the jptoloo^ miberetloBe hi e 
epirit of gl?e-aDd-Uke hy eoot-hcaded apokeemeB of alt the eoiBBraDltiee aad aryte 
poieeaeed of broad outlook or of eo ecooomio programme oompiabeBairely petpeied 
eod Buderiakeii. cneattled eod timaelated iato aeiloa hy thorn who laellf 

‘'At thie itege there eome forward ooase, dmpairiog peihepe of the qelek 
reralt of the letter eed believiBg ia the former. They aeriouelf euneet e ioraaola 
eo e heeie lor the former. They ioterpiet Pafciatao ae Uie right of aelf-deleradBa* 
tkm lor the Maelim BaikmeliilfW. eud teking tbcir cue from BOf let l^ia ih^ 
lor lie ooeepCeoee hy the Hindua aed the Ooogieee leederahip* Tho Xiaew 




•M MavlMM that tbit hM bM. ih. tight mo I m. ^ . 

“Bat to fM M 1 w pmoMlIy eoaeentd. I b... mtoot ftm^ wd teto 
bbont th« MMCM of th. BttioiMl Mrll-tfOtCtBiDMiOB pdi^ M OPPlM W Jodfe fat 

tha ptMMt atato of bn politiMl dtwiopM— t I inr tbot tbot poliqr «UI bo dajH 
gomulT MloplMcd bm. Ffntly, ib. Bnitaiy md M cao Mb ooioB faaMmo tbo 
BodooMitfM and tb. nrt of tb. ooutn. ood m to teU tto^ ctwlrt. WMB tl M 
Ita «l tbo MtwM wbiA MB b. BOtbiBf Iboit of tbo .iMolBto ItaaMotlOB of 
vara of btotodiinB, aad tbo baadliag om of ^ wdn poUtlMl mot to Oo 
Ktaaa Md tbo IfMdooia ibw. tbiw on tbo bMk dowatt Md^^fMtm obMi 
MBititata lociilMr Bm aatioasi wlf-ddoraiaaton Boo to Jtoao b.t p 

■abMtibo oiiboot itMirotioa to IbcM Ibt*. faadMMiu. of 'kM poUcf t 1 tbM 
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of Om IfoilloM. boeoiiM file MnNim feeoeoli ee oneli hate oefor ideottfifd ttae^ 
eelTee vM PeldelMi mofOBcat mkl if oter tbej Aoto doee oo el ell ilioj Invo 
dooe ee Meeliine end nof ee peeaeou. And if end when ibef do le, I em eheeld, 
ell the Newebe end Zemiadaie of the lludim LeeKne« who an no ▼ocileeone 
legeidlnf Pekieteo now, will eUber drop ihU fhine ioiellj or kUp oot of the 
Leegne in e body, Leetlj, M. Rtelio oppoecd vilieMeDtly the teecnelaB Of the border 
icgliNis daring the eirii-flrer deye end after, with ell bio inig^t on the plea that fe 
demand oeparallon then wee a ooupter lerolnlion. Now luwpoelag the r|ehf Of 
efU determinatioo ia aranlrd to die Mnatina and tim demoM immediately tbeir 
eeparatloo, witbont waitiiiK for an indefinite period ifil d*e Moalim maaace hero 
h aeome eeonomieally and politleally elaaa-eoneaona what wHl be onr poaiiion then f 
WiU we then oppoaa it on the lame ground aa ML Btafin T Wdl It not then look 
xUttooloua end fighting for the impoMible at that T 1 am, ther^ra^ defiaitety of 
opinion that nnui a oongenial atamphere for mnUial onderetanding la aieated, we 
mnet eoaoentnte on a well-thonght-oat eeonomie programme. 

CkmoEBBe to SsitAMr ab Natioval boot 
Deferring to the Oomcraao.and attempte to aet up an anti*Ooiigreae bloc, the 
Praeidentenid : 'Xhir difiVreo'eea .with the Congreae and iia leadoiliip an fnnda- 
mantOl in mnny reapeeta. Bat they are maUen between oeraeltea eta-a-eia oaa 
Mother and aurriy not when the oountry'a freedom ia at etaka. Beeondiy, they 
era not aneh aa to make oa forget onr ataeeiy for a moment nod etreogtken the 
bende tbet tighten onr chaina. We do realiae in onr bearta that the Oongrcaa ia a 
naan eonente form of the natiotial reeolt agaiiiat foreign domination, and aa long 
na that domination ia there, the neceatity of the Congreae or e eioiilar organieeiion 
will erer remain, and we will not be a parly to lu eztinotion ^t ia why wa ha?a 
olweya daniaiidea and continue to demand ita legaliaatioa and uncfonditional releaaa 
of ha leoderahip. *lhia ne do despite the atern fact that we haee neecr ajpitroTcd 
the Oongreea attitude and policy aa rrgarda the war and war iffu ta. We are 
ooofiaera that euch oppoaition will not in the least aocelarate our fight for freedom, 
nor will H bring that freedom any nearer* We further hold that oppoaition will 
only emtiolden the Asia to attack India and aa wa can in no way reconcile ouraeleea 
to prefer tlie freeb alarery of tlie Asia, we haea adopted that aiiftuda. But ao far 
aa eo-operation with th'cea efforta la eoneemed, the asme eannot and mnat not be 
aspeoted from na in the abwoce of the congenial atmoapliere, which it ia the duty 
of our rulera to create, aa an outcome of the National OoTernmeni dfoerTiog n 
hearty aod willing eo-operation of the paopla and maaaea of India.* 


Fourth Day — Bezwada— ISlh. March 1944 

Beaalntlona 


V The fonrth day aeoaion of tlie All-India Kiaan Babba waa reanmed at fire 
thie efiernoon before a record crowd of fiOOUO. All the rcaoluciona which were earlier 
peieed by tlie Subiecta Committee were again mored and paaaed nnenimonaly. 
Beaolationa on ' '^grierancea of the Btatea’ peoidea,* "delenoa fund and aaringa 
oartiftcataa" and *'fuod proi^urement imliry*' were alao morrd and paaaed* 

Mr* Buiuau Sambamu^thi, es-Bpaak«r of the Madrea Legialaura Aiaembly, waa 
praaant do-day* Ha made a abort ape eh In Trlnan. Addreaaing the oonferenee. 
Sir* B* Bambaninrthl aaid that the food problem eonld only be aolred by Uie 
eolabllehment of e National Gorernment He added tbet the lormetioo of a 


National Gorernment end the trnnaferef power to India would lead to real freedom 
In Ike world* ' Mr. 8embamar|l aeld that tbe preaent famine end other diffienltiee 
were dne to the fact that the preaent India Gorarnmant waa manned by paraona 
who vara not the t»reaentetifeB of the people. Thera wee no mutnel tmet between 
the pcnple end the OoTeroBMOt. He ezkoried the people to gMher etranglh and get 
their Mira lelaaaad* 

BpNAlBg on the taadlniion on **ieleeBe ol polltleal leedere,? Mr. BmMm 
MMmJm made e epiiited epeeeh leeting an honr tod anld tbnt the growth of 

m elmgth of the Klian Banhe had dteneyad Ita oi>poMBle in the eonntiy. Thie 
lb in lie ntrength wgi dne to iu firm etend Bgeuiat.*Feaeiem. Tho people ol 
were becromii*g eonacionaly enti-faeehl. be addM. more end mom they hnd 

eome to leallae that tne ’fraedmn and piogrcee of India lei *. 

the pregiiBalfe ioroce of ibe world, eapedelly Rnaale end Chine. 

Mr* Mnkhftjira ptoereding aeld, the Gorernment did not allow the Congwe 
Mere nevotin t e wiui the Lragne to hthia ebont nniionel unity enrlaaiad In Mm 

in )ML ^ ukm gptH 
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toderlM, ia their fary. Id their !|{aoreiioe» in their eonfueion thooght the beet 
coame tor enWetioa ley in the wey of eebotege. It wee on thet qoeetion that the 
AU-lndie Kiseii Sebhe took e Arm etend. It ehowed to the world end went to the 
meeeet to deolere that the path of ealtaiioii did not lie through eeboUge wLit:h 
wotild hamrvT their pro»*re8e end eiTirte towerde frf*edom end liberty. 

Concluding, 34 r. Miikher)ee hoi>ed tnet the All- Indie Kieen tiebhe would drew 
to ite benner the millione oi Kieene of Indie to work for the freedom of the 
eoautry. 

Dr. Adhikary (People’s War), who spoke next» r^^fated the charge that lire 
Communist Party dominated the Kiean Babha and emphesised the need lor complete 
unity among the various parties. 

Many other prominent delegates also sprke stressing the need for national 
unity end co-operation towards ecbieving liberty and the release of leaders. 

Swatfii Sahajanand Saraswathi. wiiidint; up the eonfereiice, thanked the 
audience for turning up in larger niimberH and adjourned the seaaiou amidst shouts 
of Kisaii Babha Zindabad, Hindu-Muslim Unity, etc.*’ 

C011BIUNI6T8’ Attitude to (jovt. 

Cultural deroostrat t ; f were held Ibst niisht in cun ncctiou. with the All-India 
Kissn Babha. These inclm id a Zamin lyot hallef. tca-rstsie dances, chen-clietha 
technique of Bombsy, burrakatha narration and btaliiigrad and Moscow reconquest 
songs. 

Mr. P. C, Joshi formsily opening the show said that culture was something 
more viul than mere politics. 

Be denied the charge iliat Commniitsts were strong siit>por<eis of the British 
Ooveriimeiit. The Oomiiiunists ail over India, s^ieciMlly in Andhra ai>d B*ngsl, were 
working tor famine-relief and also proiesiing agsinst hoHideis ut mHitding lair price 
for Kibhiih. Was this helping the Guv»rnment, he asktd. 

i.V}ncludii«g, he apiiealed to all to join hands and work for people's food, release 
of Maiiunal leauera and national freedom. 

Next BxseroN iv Kerala 

The Central Risan Council met thia mi>iiiiiig for an hour in camera after 
mhicli the Buhjecta Committee resumed geneial dibctihsion and passed tour new 
resolntiont on **BugMrcane problem,” 'greetings lu the Chintse peo|le,' **giow more 
food*' and ' previntioai of laniine in Kajalasieina.” 

The resolution on China exttrpssed confidence that the lao peoples of China 
and India aoiild soon be liberated to take an honoiiihble jnirt in the rebuilding of 
the world and the regfneratioii of Asia. Mr. Kaeher sivgh China (Punjub,) who 
receiiily returned trom a tour of China and moved the lesutuiion gave a vivid 
picture of conditiona in wartime Gbiiia. 

ill regard to augar, the Babha called upon the U. P. and Bihar Oovernmeot 
to set up a coniiutiiee with represeiiiativsH of canegiuwers, Kisan and millowuera to 
go into tlie problem of sugarcane cultivatiuii in detail. 

'For giving relief 10 the People in Knyalaseima the Babha urged the sfiiedy 
execution of the Tungalihadva ana other projects* 

Ihe fourth resoiutiun on the "Grow More Food” camv>sigii, demanded tbs 
removal of obstai-lca in the way of the Kisstia and suggested the supply of tested 
seeds and cheap manure, greater irrigational facilities and the declsrstion ot s mora- 
torium on all agrk'ttliural lusna and debts advanced to Kisant by Government 
during the pendency of the war, tl»e pasting of legislation for reducing the burden 
of rent ana taxes of the cultivator and the restoration 10 Risans of their laiidi 
which were transferred or from which they were svicied owing 10 famine conditiona* 

Delegaiea from Bengal and Kerala invited the Babha to hold the next aesaioo 
in their resjpeettve provinces but after some discussion on the subject it waa finally 
decided to nold the same in Kerala next year. ^ . . 

'Ibis morning a cattle show waa held. Buffaloea, stud- bulla, etc., of the rarest 
and fineat type were exhibited before a large gathering. .... 

The Reception Committee had made splendid arrangementa tor boarding and 
lodging of the delegatee 'ihe seasiou was oideriy and the huge gathering mainuiiacd 
wonderful discipline. The only inctdint was the removal of the red nag hoiated 
on the Mogaliajapuum Bill and the hmeting of a black flag in ita aiead* 

Fifth Day— Bezwada— 16th. March 1944 

The All-India Kiian Commiiue met thia evening and citeud the Ctnlta- 
Kisan CcoDcil lot the iorthcoming ycar» which constsud ol sixiccn mimbcrsi iaelodl 
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iii« Mr. Musftfsr AhvMd (Rensiil), Mr. J Bokhari (SiRd). Mr. Barrhade llalavi^a 
and lUmrali Cbundur (U.l*.). KmU>aR (Malabar). Mr. ( . Bundara^^a, and Mr. 
K Pranad Kao (Andhra?, Mr. Rain» aaftadlm Roy (biima vallry). Mr. Jbahanio 
(Pttn|ab), Mr. Jomuoa Kaiii (B^^har) af*d Bhalrav Bharati (Gaallor Btate.) 

BHMidi'a tliena, Mr. Kartananda Sharna (Btrhar) and Hr. Akaliar Bingh 
Chihnab (Punjab) man daetHl aa Vka^PMideiita. The Cuandttaa alao eitcied 
the follonina four Joiat Bacrfiarira : Mr. Abdullah Baaonl (Btogal). Mr. Jadu- 
Damian Bbarma (B«liar)« Mr. Ja^ Binuh (Pitiijab) and Mr. £. BL 8. Kimboodiipod 
(Karala). 

Forthar it ^aa daeidad by tho GommiMaa that Mr. Ehoa-hal IQian of 
tba North- want FtoBtiar Frorioca ha inviiad to attaod iha Oautial Kiaan 
OottDdl BMtinfa. 


The Non-Party Leaders’ Conference 

Openiiif Day—Lucknow— 7th. April 1944 

PiaaMantlal Addraaa 

Tha nrad lor rcatnriaa ronatitu (tonal GofeminaBt in tha profineaa and the 
artabKaliiDant of a National Qoy^rnment at the Centra waa atrasaed by Bir TtJ 
Bahadur Sapru in hia preeidniitial addreaa at the Non-Party Leaden* (mferenee 
which met at Lucknow on the 7th. April 1944. 

Be ura^d the release of Mr. Gandhi and other Gon|i:reea leadera ard the eon- 
Taitifite of a National Oonference for settling the rommunal problem, and appealed 
lor Uovernni(^t*s co-operation in achieving unity in India. 

Sir 1>i Bahadur appealed to Ids lounirymeu to close their ranka to fight 
Japan and sitow the enemy thst **oiiT b(*at safeguaMl and ableld agsinst foreign 
iaierference la that true and genutoe spirit of nationalism which will brock no 
intedereiKse on Che iiart of any foreign nation eeen Uioogh it may profeas to juaiify 
ita conduct in tha name of lilierty and freedom.*' 

Rerieaiug Che iHilitical events since the meeting of the Conference In Delhi in 
February la42. 6ir Tej Bahadur refemd fo the Ciinps Mission and said : *'lt waa 
to me a matter of suttreme regret that the negoi;ati(ti*s which at one time held out 
the promise of solving ilie roiihiitiitinnsl dfadlock fame to au abrupt end. If each 
party had adopted a more acroinmodating aitiiude, if a h>ss legalistic view had been 
talmn by each tmrty and if all (uncfrned workid in a different spirit, it aeemed to 
me at that time not only poeaibJe but also prohahle that Uie situation might have 
been aavfd and much of ilia unpleasantness snd bitterDeoa that followed the failure 
of the Grippe Misaioo might have Iweii spared.'* 

Referring to Uie Congress resolution of August 1942, he said : So far aa 1 
am aware Congressmen deny the ijiterf*retation which baa been put on their reeolu- 
lion and bold very strongly thst the IssleeKiicss and violence which folloaid cannot 
fairly and reasonably be attributed to them. Bow all that came ebout has yet 
to be investigated by an independent trihoiial. 1 have no doubt that not only do 
leading (Congressmen sincciely ngret the sets of lawleesness and violenoa which 
happened In August 1942, and subarqueot months, but thst there alao la a very 
large body ul opinioti outside Congress airelea which haa always deeply ragretted 
that thinga abould have hapreued aa they did. It hse not hcaitatra to pnbiicly 
danounea those sots of violence tliough it hsa never accepted in ita antiraiy the 
oflloial view aa to the causes which led to the outbreaks nor has it entirely appro- 
ved of the action taken by the Government in some places on some oecMiona and 
in some inatancee. It it permissible to ask what steps Government took between 
May 1942 and August 1942 to firevent or stop tha growing detericnation of tha 
situation. Was i< wholly imiossible for Oovtmment to establiah oontaeta with 
laadera which might have led to a betterment of the altuation f 

It is to my mind moat regrettsbie that tlia rebellion of 1942 abould have been 
advertis^ far and wide as if it meant a rrbelliou on the part of tlic hnik of tha 
‘ ition. It will not do for gay wise Government to dwell npon it day in and 

S lot and to refnaa lor that reaaon to make a move on in tha M&tlaal field, 
tho intamai situation haa matarialiy ehangad hut it is moBa warn obvious 
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tlmt tlim !• A kfen dcpife on thf* fmti of n ucctltm of pnlili? that not 
mil 5 the ordinary eonatitntional form of 0<^rern*n«»iit «houlii be r'-iuired but Utat 
prt not and irefuune atena ahouM be taken to acoi'h'rate th«? psoi.biiahmrnt o( fully 
ro’f «i:ovHrnini£ ins-itiitioi>a and that Gorernnent ahould be ao ivu partitfipaiiia in 
«]'.*• a 'iiitioM of otir iii;er:ia1 diffiiMiltiea. Jt ta a matter of deep that HMG 

1 t!i€* Govniicni'Dt iti ]«*dri hav^ adopted a ahort-aiphcrd of imm ** 

hiiitr eveo though it. in aijaMiadtly plain V «t an OTor^heliiiliitfly tnrpe aeotion of 

ihe fountry ia and alfrava haa been Ofipoaed to all ideaa of Feaciarn and Nazla^i 
and ia anztona for the ultinnte vindtc^tifin of the prineipki of demoiTa.'ty. 

*Eren though there mar be connidi'nibfe doubt in the minde oi many of im 
ra to whether many of the rh 'i.'t^cal and a*atementa ftf thoae in 

ei her in India or in Kn«l ind arts poitijr o b*;* iin*'b‘m('nt*d in fheir entirety and 
i:i a true aritit of bro:id-m!nd>d at.%reaiii>inebn\ ia iindinthu^ly a very lar^^e 
body of opinion in India witieh Hum al'^aya far liir-d the Atdea in the liOi«e and 
belief that their atV'i^aa may Icid to tlie fatahliah n- nt of a true demoi^raiic govern* 
mfiit in th** country. It ia not that f am ov^rlo king our Internal difTMencea. but 
m.iintain very «<T*v»gW thO'*e dlffe.eotvK vill not be aolved iin:i! fU«re ia a 

genuine eonviction nri’iduf d in the minda of the people that India can rcai«otiaMy 

ex'iect a fair and eqimr»' deal. That convinhui. I am bound to aay, ia lackiiii:. 
The key Ika in the rMimiral of the •(lirit oi mutur l diatruat which ia the dan«iiianji 
feature of the Nitiia‘ioc. 

*Yon ranat hare notioed that the Allied Ooniicil or the War Caitinet hea hmit 
ee^abliHiled. leclmi'vdiy^ India may be Hi fu uy be n preKeiilul on atirh cDHnciia, 
bi:t I aik von whether the revreai ntativea ntm h;uv been eent to aiic!« oourieila or 
War Caliinei or the deh'uarhmw widili h iv*/ Ite ai abroad would have been 
bc’iit if a truly national govertiine.it hr^d been in power. 

Vi(n*.itov*8 CoUNCUi 

‘L'nvtng eeide tbeae Kipc« r qv^-fttiona I a^k >oa to ctoi .i-ier 'th-'f. exfiedy ia 
the po**ition at the Centre i^ny. There per»> Ht,w* niiu'ng u4 'hIio nniiJ the oilier 
day thouvht or hoped that the Howe and Finance partfoli*>»4 eonid i^ f»hir*d in 
Indian haiida. That ho|«e lina now bct tt d' ftvleii Aa •« d*i) 'ipc p ant however, it 
may be nrge»;l againat ita that ten wiemberM nf ih« ’ of t!ie Gnvcf- 

lior-Geiieral are Indiana, but I venture aay ih>)t tiie:e haa not b'en dining the 
la«t quarter of a century or more en KTecuiive fV>tim»U wiiti ii-H** holtl on the 
Viibtir miftd or with leaa moral prestige in tite coiiutiy than the Counrii fnne- 
ti' ni:’g Ht prenent at Delhi, 

'FIortBoever much it may be claimid that the hxe nitive Council worka aa an 
aurouomoiia body, I f^ink it will require mueft hardline d to deny that ita atrinea 
j'ie I ul'^d from acroaa the aeaa by a .'^•‘< reff*ry of Stale, hImi ia cnnatitiitionally 
rraivmaible to the Britiah electorate which Ima n*i»hcr direct or adiqnate knowledge 
of India nor aiifficiently active iu frre^t in onr idl.i^ra The wliolr arrangement ia 
unnainral and in the altered aitnutioii of liidia [ fer] coufideiii that tliere ia no 
f>art> howanver moderate or aoi'cr, which ia prrpand to Hujq»ort a ayalrm like tne 
existing one. 

•‘From the Centre let na paa« On to the Prorincea Tn H^ngal, Aeaam, Oriaaa, 
N-W Frontier Provincea and Sind vnu have Utiniatera fucciioniiig under the Gov- 
ernment of India Act. But remcuiiM r. • vfii m aonje of ihcne prin-incea Prime 
Miniatera who commanded tin ronfidcn»-e of Icgirl:? tinea irere turned out not be- 
rauae their foUowera bad de“«‘ricd them o** diiir htiialHfnie- had ixiwcaaed by any 
coiiatituticnal method their dia.iri rovi l ol thnir c< mlnct but becauae tuey did not 
fit in with the policy of their (lovcrn-wa. |t ia ftoa*.ilde in aiif>i*nri ih*ir diamisaal 
on ndminiatradve or even political uroiiiKia, but ] maintain v^ry atrongly that it 
would be putting too much atraiii on the ( uc cniiatinjiiouHl tll^ory to muntain 
that their reaigiiationa or to nae ihe correct ohra^e ttuir diKmia'*ftlH were warranted 
bv any one of thoae cireumatancea which would warrant the diamisaal of Prim 
Mlnietera either in England or in the Tiominiona. 

‘Tn other provinces such aa Madras, Bombay, the Central Provincea, the U. R 
and Bihar yon nave got the aiitocraTc rule of Chivcriiora aim r*ia« taxes and spend 
public money without the supfiort of Miuiat.*m or the duly clf'-Pd rrprrsontativM of 
the people aud who carry on the day-to-day adminiatrati ui not on the advice of or 
in eotisultaiion with the Teprcaetit 4 »tivt^a uf the. |Wt*ple, but a<N'ording to tMr 
unaided lights. 1 am aware that the one an ai-r which la uaually given to entiewm 
of this ebmeter » ihM U it Qot ibe fault of the Briti«ti Gov(miii«^iit thtt Ip 
podtioii aboaki b« wbtt it it but ibtt it it ibt fault cf CoDgnatmtB «rbo uowittljr 
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dcelM to tender ibeir reeignatione and refnaed to bear the harden of tiieir 
reeponelbilitiea. 

*1 have alwaya regr^ttod thfa decfeinn of the Congme. Tt wae neitbar wiae 
nor fair on tbeir part to have reaigned ibeir ofSce without referenee to their elec- 
tora, but the qnfPtinn ia whether the miatake coiDmitted by Cotigreaameii nearly 
Ave years atro can be a au65cient jiiatification for penalizing and punishing the 
electoraiea from year’s end to year’s end. 

' The bneation which arieea now is whether the present position can be per- 
petuated indefinitely and people allowed to biood over the situation fo a much 
longer time and whether it is wise or expedient to allow the sense of frustraHon 
to dominate men ’a minds still longer f That there is d^ep resentment and a keen 
sense of frusirstion at large, I have not the least doubt. It is unwise in the abiding 
Interest of India and England to allow the present dtate of things to continue in 
provinces any longer. It ia absurd to mortgage the future of this country by 
planning post-war reconstruction snd development schemes without giving the duly 
elected legislature a fair and free chance of expressiitg themselves on the expediency 
or desirability or feasibility of these plsns howsoever well mesnt they may be. 

Pbovihgial Lboiblatdbbb 

*'The more important question, however, is what should be done now. Frankly 
I think the time has come when eonatitutlonal governments and legislstiires sl.oula 
be restored in the provincea. If the legislatures have lost the force of their mno- 
datee or have become jsded there ia no reason why there should not be a general 
election in the provinces and at the Centre, when there hsve been during the war 
elections in Australia, B. Africa and elsewhere. 

“Assuming that the result of the general election is going to be— and I am 
not making any vain or exaggerated assumption— that the majority of the ffembers 
returned to the legislature are Congressmen or Muslim Leaguers, why should we 
shrink from a situation like that ? 1 do very strongly hope that they will be 
prettared to undertake resnonsihility and if there is a chaage in thh spirit all round 
I have no doubt that their attitude towards the war effort will also ba quite helpful. 
Btt assuming that these expectations are defeated I believe that they will not 
atand in the way of minorities forming gnvernmenta as they realize that people 
will ardently prefer a change from See. 93 rule. We cao if necessary ourselves 
provide some safeguards. 

*T very strongly believe that the beat safeguard that we can provide ia the 
eatabiiabment of coalition ministriea in the provincea. And once coalition ministries 
are esiabfished the task of breaking them will not by any means be easy. It esn 
further be provided that a mere vote of no-confidence moved on behalf of a party, 
if earned, shall not have the effect of terminating the life of the party in power 
unless the party moving and supporting that vote is prepared to form an aUerns*ive 
^government. Minority govenimeota are temporary expedients dictated by political 
necessity, but they are not unknown to constitutional history snd prsctice. They 
need not be so unstable or so devoid of moral influence as to justify the present 
holders of power in refueing to make a move forward. 

’’I should not however, be understood to sufrgest that I shall be content ^ with 
dtanges such as those indicated above in the provinces. It is my firm cou'^iction 
that democratic and respoustble Provincial Qove'rnmenta cannot be yoked without 
oonsiderahle risks of friction to a Central Oovernment which is neither democratic 
hot respOQsible. It is for this reason that I suggest that a change at the Centre 
should also be aimultaneously brought about. It must he a ustional government 
r iircsenting different tiolitical partiea and eommnnities. What limitations of a 
temporary character on its powers may be coaaidered necessary or expedient in 
view of the existing situation is a matter for careful consideration. 

COMiiOKAL QUBtrrlON 

“I do not wish to ignore or bv-pass communsV differences but communal 
diffhrenoes can be removed by trying, and not by refusing to try to remove them. 
The time hss come when the well-being of India as a whole ahould find a first 
place in our programme, hut thia does not mean that the interests of mlnoritiea 
or ’^different nationa*’— if that phraae must please some of my friends— should 
ignored or that perfect freedom of opinion should not be granted to those 
differ from the majority community. But tbeae are mattera mbieh can be i|i^d 
by negotiations and mutual diaeueaion and not by ex-cathedra judgments noif^by 
demamliag surrender to pre-eoDceiveil notions however honestly cherished. 

^*It is in my opinion the duty of Government not merely to preach to , us 
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inmi ^ Id dmy the inportuioe of ntilly. or oonnmnal harnoiiy tat to tUMti 
Mp w IB Bchiering tiuit end. I emonot however eee bow thie end qbb be Mhleved 
winoiit tbe netive eo-operetion of the Oonffreii ond the Motlini Leefcne end other 
tMOffei ineliidiBic the Governiiinit« So loni; ee the leedere of the Oongreee or eni 
fiertienlBr perty era denied the freedom to epfiroeefa other pertiee for pnrpoeee of 
eettlemeot we need expect no chenge in the eituation. 

^It ii for thie reeeon in periiculer that 1 would uijte that Mr« Gandhi and 
other leaders should be released and then a National Conlerenoe convened. The 
one axOBiid which ia now urpsed aftainat the release ia that the^ have not so far 
repodlated the Bcaolntion of 1942. I ventnre to submit that no settlement of big 
IHUitlcai Issues can be brought abbut in this spirit. It was not brought about in 
this spirit in the case of S Africa, Ireland or Egypt 

'^peaking for myaclf I aay that however mneh I may differ from or deplore 
the Kesolution of 194';2 the demand that the leaders who have not even been tried 
by any independent tribunal should from their places of confinement admit thdr 
error and repudiate the conduct attributed to them strikes me as being In the nature 
of a coercive process which is not likely to yield any salutary results. The oeoa* 
sion demand a different spirit all round. It it by no means an extravagant belief 
or hope that once free they will exercise their judgment freely in the largest 
interests of the country and try to restore conditions favourable to an abiding 
settlement of outstanding issues between Hindus and Muslims and England and 
India. 

'Grave as have been the events of the last few days, when the enemy hu 
ventured to tread the soil of our country in a remote part of India, I think tbe 
occasion demands that we should close our ranks. This in my opinion is pre- 
eminently an occasion when not only Indians of different schools of thought bat 
Indians and Englishmen should come together to offer united resistance to tbe 
enemy in the firm hope, belief and conviction that tbe new spirit of co-operation 
and goodwill for which I plead may furnish a permanent basis of settlement of 
oar mutual differences and release our energiea from fruitless activities and enable 
us to lay the foundation of our future freedom and prosperity by applying our 
minds to the building up of a Constitution which will be fair and jiist to all and 
which may fulfil the cherished ambitions of every community and every party iu 
the common service of the Motherland.'* 

The Welcome Address 

Baja Maheswar Dayal Seth, Chairman of the Reception Committee welcoming 
tbe delegates said: *Tbe first step towards settlement in India has to be taken 
by Britain and that should constitute a different policy from anv so far annouuoed. 
It involves the release of Congress leaders, removal of control by the India Office 
and a declaration transferring real power to a representative National Government 
at the Centre and formation of popular and representative governments in the 
provinces. 

**See 93 rule must go. India mast be made a free country so that she may 
fight along with other free nations for the liberation of humanity agdnst the on- 
slaughis of Axis Powers not under the censorious or indulgent eyes of a pompous 
Secretary of State and bis brother imperialists thousands of miles away, ^ho swm 
incapable of making a right approach to the Indian problem. The vaunted Britin 
statesmanship is dead so far as India is concerned. All that we can do is to mobi- 
lize public opinion against the continuance of the present system and try to so 
much prsHure that even the present irresponsible Government may not be ablw to 
ignore and Britain may be forced to reconcile India in her own interest." 

The Baja Sahik referred to what he ^led "the vexed political probitas ^ 
our unhappy country" and added : "We are living in an age which will be branded 
as the blackest chapter in Indian history. We are condemned to a 'police govern- 
ment* for the duration of the war at leMt. Lawless laws in tbe guiM of ordInMM 
are being clamped on the country to ouch an extent that mqra man one Mlgb 
^urt baa cried in despair Vodiciary is paralysed.* Stoll the luggernaut of 
repression moves on with inexorable fury, crushing tbe life and liberty of our 
eountrymen under its wheels.** 

Lord Wavell claimed that his first duty was to ^o tta war. In to gain 
that objective in tbe speediest possible time the Ba)a frit that Hia Exceltacy must 
revka his attitude towards the Googress and make it possible for all poHtM 
mtftice to assist him In tbe ibrmatiea of a ^y National O^enimeBt. Lo^ 
^vell wanted Oongreoa to repent before be oondesMded to enlist the orgaai- 
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Mttan’t soppoit in bis sdn:tnistralb)ii on bis o#ii lernt. Wlwt was time lot te 
Coneress ti> f^iU:d to tee why the Cooipreet should be pendisetf lor 

menditie Iuut:p*'iidouce in view of whet wee offered iu the Crippt propotslt. The 


CoiiwtH. Ail Uit; Alahetius Gendlii meent by that phrase was that Britain should 
tMustir real power b> Indian hands. •A stage had now been reached, when **pohti- 
calli conscious India*’- sod that included all political paiiies iu the. country^ 
wanted the subsiHiuc of freedom here and now and not at some cnspecified iaiura 
date. To treat India as a d€]K:iidency was to foster the very evils which Briiain 

teemed so aoxioua to remove. ^ 

<’om•hl^lin^. he said : 'ItisUad of cliugtug to the diacieditcd and craven policy 
of non posatntffH, ^^uerninent shcitUI revive the provincial hpislaluica. The war 
><!ould not be cs ;i preUxt for a ithbohUnji tor.Mal elections. It was impera- 
tive that tin re sLonld be repnsentative fijvernisieut in tuq l)rovinceR.’| 'ITie Raja 
hoped the c oiifdMue wonld be a prelude to a final i^eUltnunt of our difitrcnces so 
liiiit all parlies and interests might join hands nut only to faring honour to India 
bat coiiiribute worthily to tin. maiotenHuce of peace and making the world sale for 
freedom and ilemO'iMcy. ..... . 

AfUT lUf Prcsidaii’a a.IdrUs, luts-ages wishing the conference success were 
read tniion;^ oflicrs* fioin Mr. M. S. Aney, Sir J, P. Srivastvva, Vt, M. li. 

Kumar Sir Vijuya of Vizianagram, Sir Gokul Chana Narang^ 
i?,.i Kahtuinr ^h‘i,r (‘land Khanna, Sir Shantidas, and Sir Eaghunath Paranjpye, 
TgiuDi'E TO Kasicuiia Gandhi 

The first rcHoIurion moved by Sir Tej Pahadur Snpru. on the death of Mrs. 
Kastvrba Oandhi, whs i ;.Sficd all standiiii. li ran thus; “This conference places 
I p r-i-ord iva sens^^i of | r found aorrow at the d rtl; of Srimati Kasturba Gandhi, 
POO hart I'ct a gieai example of service to liio cointiysnid offirs its deep sympathy 
to Mahatma Gaudlii/’ 

Resiore rnoviNci.vL Legislatores 


Sir JagdUh Prasad next moved : Huviug regard to the extreme and general 
dlsvatisf action which prevails in the ccurtiy, this confcntice is fi;inly of the view 
th it it is necchsaiv in ih« vital ii tcrcfls f l i2(H) million people that the 

legishitiircH Hhmihi he Phtoied i'l the five vT*»vim*cs t;f Madras. Romlniy, the United 
J’rovincc.s. Ihhur and the C.ntirii RrovinccM if whfh they have been siuipendid for 
fiMir and a hull jer.ra awd Uuii. in aiich inovinct-s, nlV:ci»»l Advisers should be re- 
placed by Coalitions or an far vosgilde, other rr pres, nta ive Mini* tri^s,” 

* Sir jagadiah f 'msad said that y.i |;mt b eii bi» upphtd O'? to cenenn- 

trate all Icgisiio vt*, jidTidnisinuive and financial hewers in the irMnds of ihc Govi:r- 
n,u*b who had assuin^d fiiuioions liilhrrio cxcrcited by the Mininers In each of 
these provinces, added ??ir Jagwdish I’rasud, iliere were oHlv.ihl Advificis appointed 
by th« Governor Hiui chosen rroiii the IndUn I nil ti^.rvice. The IsUst figures 
showed ihai out of \b Advisers, only three were li.dians. Finame. Geuend Adminis- 
tration Law and Drdcr were all iii the hands cf Advis-rs drawn from the British 
section' of ib« liidiaii ihvH l;*ervice. which also provided thrre of ihe Governors, the 
other two btii.j; anmi. from Entrli.li pubhe >if.. 

Coiiiinuing, Kuiiwar l?ir Jagadiah Prasad said that Governmeut in those 
nroviiiciw was an sntocrscy under a Bri<i4i Governor such aa hi‘d never been 
Indore. We wen^ <n tilled, aadfd the sprnker, to ask whethi^r such a sUte of offaiiS, 
which* had now coriiinned for so many years, should be prolonged till the end of 
Uie war or even longer. What was the justification for placing the iu;ij.>r portion 
of British India under a dictatorship 1 

' “Unwise to Continue .Suspension op LsGiSLATOREa** 


If the Congress Party, by virtue of iis majority, was unwilling to work tiarlia- 
mentary government in accordance with the )u\*scDt needs, Sir Jagdish Prasad 
observed, and if Iresh elections were not likely to disturb its numerical strength, 
why had this waywardness of the ninjiirity been allowed to stop the working of 
narliameiitary institutions altogether ? Why had whole communities and clasHW 
been virtually cJisfranchised by tlie suspension of the legiblatures, thus depiivitg; 
the elected representa lives of nen-Congrtss Hindus, of Muslims, of Indian Cbristipim 
and of special conslituencies of the opportunity of discharging their dat|i(!ii to 
tlietT electorates ? 

Feeung ov Frustration in the Country 
seconding the resolution, bir Maharaj Singh said that, for over four yeari, 
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the lci;wlAlun;t hi*d hevii i»ui»|;ciidid» with the reeuli that then wii a fticai acMi 
of friiatraliou in ihv crutitrj. 

“la iheie any eouiitryr «^kfd Pir Mfthaiaj Pinah, “even anoBg thoat ineolecd 
in Ihe war, whrri* liicm ave iiu U'l^ii^laiitM funetiDnina T** ]t wat all ?0ry wall, 
f>«id Pir Maliaraj Piiiah. Ui refer to t>i»ei niatakta. bnt they bad to think of tba 
fun; re. /I hero waa iiotbiiia in the Oovernineni of India Act lto5 to pimnt tba 
iciiioraiion of tV>e ]rai*«lAiiiTe8 rveii If Minutriaa not reaponaibla to tba lefttelalnra^ 
M6 at tlie. Centre to-(i:ty--%rare aet up in the frroviiieea. Tliat would be better than 
brc’iuii Oii Ktile* Aii> f‘bAnj;o from the preaeiit rule would be welcome to Jiidiaiia. 

The present regime, LOiiiintied Sir Mabaraj waa full of danger for tba 

fiiiure. “Ju^t think of the pti«aible reaction and bad feeltt^^a that would be created 
between Tndi.ina and the llritii>h people when, aooiier or later, popular Minlatr^ 
ci>me Imik/* 'J'hc reault wottld be very deplorable. 

like a|)eaker said tliat millif^na id ti e peoide of IiidiA-*Cungrec>fmeu, Mualima, 
Hindu Mahasabhai lea anil othera— were with them and aympathiacd with them, when 
thi-y aaid that they did not want the preaiut ayatem of Cxovernment to continue. 
Kvery )>arty in the coiinir} would wclcomu a change in the adininiat ration. 

Goncitiding. Sir .Alahara] Siagh aaid that much of the trouble could hare 
breii aolved, if Coalition Miniatriea bad been act up in the prorliicea fotir years ago. 
He ap|>caled to hit audit nee to b*dp the conference to aecure for the U. P. end 
otiu^r provincea rcHpon^iblo ^iiniatrica. 

I’rooLE's 111 rni:sEN TATI VES Must bk iw Power 
Supporting the real'll iiiiuii, Mi*. Mutiamniml Ytniun, ex-l'remier of Bibar, aaid 
ti'iAi he Iv.'lirvetl thai the euiriM Ptfd were not only in the beat iutrreaU of the 
Inilian piople ; in tluir wider appiic.ation. they were ns iniioh in the interret of 
’iri'iiin hirKclf. Hr th'iUfrhf it wj»c ihc du*y of every pAtriotic Indian to impreaa 
Lii> the untluniiiow, nil the loior nt hia coniniaiid. Ui take Htci>s to remove Uie 
INS time »oi(i r'.dif'inl iliat atiafa-tion that prrvniled in the conniry due to the preaeut 

h'fiieiii of po\oii*m>'nt in ttrovincoa where Sretion 1)3 hnd born enforced. 

Mr. Y tin lie aaid that the two majority partira in the country were the 

CongrcAH nnd the Longue. The CongreHa did not ))rr(end to represent the 

whole of liulin The Mualini Lrngue. whether willingly or unwillingly, would have 
ti> admit that iliongh it rrprcHi.ntrd a large iHipiilatiou of Miialiron, it did not 
ret I Chen t the vltotc lopnlntion of Indin. 'the Hindu Mahoatihha would have to 
lulniir that it d:«' i..m r.'pre^cnt the entire Hindu |K)imlation. It, therefore, followed 
that tlicrr were other Oignniantiona and partiee and individuala, who repreaeiited 
il«09P whom H e ilucc poiticr did not reprcRent. >Vhy did not the author Itlea, 
ht> ubkrd. take atepa to put the Hovernnient in the htinHa of such pnrtica, if the 
major pailiea were not willing to ahouldcr the reaiionfiibility of ofHce ? 

JRitJa Jagiinuiith Bujc BingU, Mr, Ktilh? Abbas and Sardar Sant Singh Ot 
Lucknow also auppocied the rcaolutiou. The resolution waa unanimously pasted. 

Reeoluiiona--Sccond Doy— Lucknow — 8lh. April 1944 

li6rAr.ij5iHMKST OF National Government 
T lie final Bi’Bsi'in of the Conf^Tenre was held on the 8th. April 1944 
in the Kaiaaibagh Baradtiri, Lucknow, under the presidentship of 6ir Ttj 
Bahadur Sapru, . , , 

Dr. IfHday Xafh Kumru. moving the rcsoliilion on llie * recqnatfucUon of the 
Governor-Geuerara Lxci'ulive Cuun«*il witlioui t’clay as a true National Oorenimeot 
with a Prime Miuistei**, aaid ihat aiihoiigh repeated denianda had been made for a 
change in the character of the Kxceiitive Connoil, no steps had been taken by the 
Government in that direction. They had amudnied ten iiidiana to the fcxecutire 
Council, but their demand was quite iliilereiit. 'Ihey wanted v\6uple who enjoyed 
the confidence of the eouiiliy to he at the head of the administration. Dr, Kunaru 
described the present Executive Couiieil ae “a museum of epinelesa men from all 
parts of the country**, and added that it was regrettable that at the prewnt timf 
the progreea of Uie country was being retard^ by the prewnt 
Councillore who had made a laughing atiock of tbemaclvea at the hands of kpe 
bureaucracy. „ „ 

Bbitibb Govt.’s Uxwii.linoness to Part with Vo\xm £ 

Continuing. Dr. Kuiuru said that they were asked by the British Goverament 
to settle their diflereucca themselvea. 'Ibe ainaker referred to the happeninga to 
Canada and aaid that Government there bad themaclvea played an iiulispeoiabli part 
end afffi^ted in the aolution of the people a difierenece end formulated a ccmettttttioii 
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nogiaaa aoqid ha aahia?^ It mIj ahowad tha BrltM Gofarnnunt^nnwiliing^ 
to part 0^ tha BrltUh Gofmmant to implement any 

anaamantthatmic^baarriradat Mwain thoTarionapartiaain India, aaid Dr. 
*1!?**^» it waa atill moia aenona lor tha Gorammant to 

tafnaa to ralata ifaholma Ga^t, who rapia aa n tad tha intaiaat of the oonntrj, in a 
mannmin whMnoonaelaadid. Tha Go?emmant inaliilad their action on tha 
gtoond ^t tha Oonnaaa Mara warn laaponaibla for tha aota of Tiolanea in 
had not yat ^ran any indication of a change on thair 
part Biara waa a tim^ aaid Dr. ICnofm, whanrGorammaDt carried on their 
angmttra propaga^ both in India and in tha U. bTa. to tha affect that llahatma 

5* *“*“t and hence rafuaed to co-operate in .the war 
effort Biinga hi^ changed dnnog the iaet year and a half and in ^te id th^ 
pact propaganda, Mr. ^mery aaid.in tha Honae of Oommona racentiy t^t Gorern- 
mant na?ar aceoaed Mahatma Gandhi of bring pro-Japaneae. It wae good, how- 
Ofer, thri Gkivarnniant notwiihatanding what they did and aaid in the paat ware 
now willing, though indiiaotly, not to maintain thrir chme againat Mahatma 
Gandhi. If the Mahatma were net fraa now, there waa no donot mat ha wooid 
approach the preaant prdblama in an unbiaaeed manner which he had alwaye Blown 
in tha paat 

It waa a tnmedy, added Dr. Knnim, that the anthoritiea eran at thia time 
wmted km t^ potmle at arm'a length and to gorarn dm oonntry in iaolalioB. 
They thonght that they alone had tha wiadom and Teaponaibility to aettie fha 
pioblame of tpfa country. 

What had ^ mighty Gorarnmeilt dona duriqg the laat three 4 >r four yean to 
raaoWa the deadloelL aaked Pandit Kunaru. Bley had iadlatad thamaelaca from 
public opinion and rafuaed to bndge an Inch from the poaitlon they obitiBatriy 
took op acme yeara ago. 

^ ^ ‘‘QiP Iterww Pnonm urn Go?t.»’ 

Referring to Bengal, Dr. Kumru mSd that the altuallon lagnlrad the adoption 
of proper adminiatratiae meaauraa ao that food reached ereryona. Bad a National 
Gorernment been at the Centre, It would never ^va allowed the altuation to 
deteriorate. Iriluia of tha Government tff India to obtain knna that they 
wanted eboi^ that there waa a gap between the people and the Government. The 
pricea of arttolea were going up by laapa and bounda nnd whan Indian aoonomiala 
printed out that the riae wae due to the monetary policy of the Government, the 
Finance Member refuted that argument They wanted a Gonncll like a (Minat 
with a Prime Miniitar at tha head -of it 

• Ooatlnuing, Dr. Kuniru arid that Indiana ahould be enabled to aehiave 
oomplata freedom eo that they might take part ia any ooafereoee or council that 
might be act up after the war. It would do iuealeulable harm to India, ha ohaeevad, 
if ihe wen lepreeented at any peace ooofereneee aa aba waa at the taague 
of Nations Oonolnding, Pandit Hridaya Nath advanced a plea for a uatioBal army and 
aaid .that thrir fxaraom waa worth nothing unleaa they bad the powm to mend 
riimnirivei. 

' SMonding tha taMlation Dr. AadAa Kunutd JtuMterjM, m-U. b A., Bengal 
ud HcmI of Um Dapwtmwt of Htotor;, Lnekaow Ualfmity, Mid that the 
mignatloa of the OongroM Miaietiie. find beeo mod. moeh of bf eome peoide. 
Than wm a lobstantfakl leeeoa which nude the Oongieie aoho its exit Iram 
and take that dnntie atep. It wae that India woe not eoaanltad whan war broke 
oak Tke OongiwM Aooght that India had thu bean gnatlj hoBiliatad' br that 
aoUoB of tho OownaMBt of India. Tha pt roe a t ettoMioB wae onl* a eoaaeaoanoe 
of the iMh Aet. TiM iroroadiaia porpoH of Hu Oo wf e w Boo, mM Dr. Moftariaa 
wee vary onettaal. Tho proront oharielot of tho Gomnaent ronet bo ehugod ud 
a PtiaM HialatM oppoiatad who would ealeot hie own oollaagim. 

Mr. B. 0. a laodinc Advoeata el Lnekuw and Mra. J/okM Dm 

wmu wu aauiaMdy paneed. 
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^ Gomamt bad faihd to do towuda nmItIu Ow eoniUtii. 

tioul dodloek. It «m m «■ Mowtag Owgm Imdm. ba addad, of baliig 
I^Jqwpeaa or They wen avowedly aati^Japoovoo even at the tbaia 

wbca Bir J^ncU MastMll aad otoan wen fliniae wHb aad eourtiiijt Jaiiau. 
nay bad a elau rmtd ana thaa. la^aa weio aow demaadiag tba ndaaaa m 
M abi^^dlii. J^un he waa not a aeglifEibla toetor ia tba eooatry'b politM. 

Mr. Bapra aald that eouotiy at fhe momeot waa faced wiib gnve daagan 
and pD« cl them wac the 4»nitcr oi India being ezolnded from any international 
OTgimiaatiooe that might come into being in the poet-war world. It waa, therefore, 
of fdndamen^ impOTUnoe that the prinelple of cqnalitj of recce ahould be 
recognieed and India be gi?en ita rightful place on anj auch organiaatlon. 

llie apmte aererely eriticiaed the Uofemment lor aaking Indiana to aol?e 
thdx ^temal diffcMM and at the aame time keeping the Gongteaa leaden in fall, 
and deny them faeilitica ercn to make eontacta among themaclxca. He aald the 
Britiab Ooxemment inaiatcd on* the complete anrrender by the Congrem. 'Unit waa 
not. add Mr. Bapru, the apirit in which atateamanahip ahould approa^ anch a big 
problem. Without the Mahatma*a rdeaae it waa not poaaible for Indiana to ap- 
proach the teak in a conatractlTc mood. Mahatma Gandhi and other Oongrem 
leaderap he added, ahould be giren an opportunity to approach the problem aad 
ahould not be coerced. Then alao could an atmoaphere be created to bnng about a 
aettlement of ontatanding ioauea between Hindna and Mualima and Kngumd and 
India. 

The reaolution which waa aeconded by Mr. S. N. Jka of Bihar, waa unanim- 
oualy paaaed. 

Frbbb ELnonona to LaonLATivB Booiaa 

The Conference paaaed another reaolution demanding freah elcotiona to all 
legialatiTC bodiea without delay and by the laat reaolution autnoriaed the Preaident, 
the Rt Hon. Bir Bahadur 8apru» to forward the terma of the reaolutlona to 
H. £. the Viceroy and the Beeretary of Btate lor India and take auch other etepa aa 
he thought neceaaary for the achleremcnt of the dealred obieota. 

PbUIDBVT’B COWCLODnilO BBMAEKa 

Winding up ^ prooeedinga of the Oonfeienoe. Bir Tej Bahadur Bapru 
▼diemently attaclmd Mr. ChurehilL the Britiah Premier, for bia *'die-hardicm**^ and 
aaid that the prooeedinga of the Conference would haxe no eflhot on the Prime 
Miniater’a mind. Even In l9B2, laid Bir Te], Mr. Ohurchill waa an uncompromiaing 
opponent of India’a adTancement aud progreaa. "Bometimca I aak myaelf the 
queation, *Hae the Prime Mlniater now changed from a dIe-bard into a Liberal 

K »litloian T’* added Bir Tej. He had heard bia countrymen aay, *^Ihe Prime 
Iniater haa changed*'. If that waa true and if Mr. Churchill had changed, would 
Mr. Amery ka?e atayed on aa Beeretary of Btate for India and would Lord 
Linlithgow continued aa Viceroy of India during the laat two yeara of bia office T 
The Preaident atrongly felt that the Goeemment by their aetlona bad aliena- 
ted thdr beat frtenda. The aocial rdationa between Indiana and the Britiah, which 
at one time aecmed to be improving, were now a thing of the pact. 

'They aak ua", aaid Bir 'JH **what folbwing we have in the country. We 
have no following, and my anawer to them la : You abut up people with follow- 
ing behind the bare and Ignore the real. What are we to^doT* lliey Imve be- 
fooled the Mnalim League, obaerved Bir T^. They jffiould have at Iwt the 

Mualim League to mm a Government, after Oongremmen had been Interned, 
But they did noh That eort of policy would not do any longer. India waa not 
in that aUte of mind in which it wm teji ymra aga i t j m 

Referring to thoae who aympathiaed with Imian aapirattea In bglMd. Bir 
Tci aaid that It waa not that ceotion that counted In actual life in wgUad. It 
waa the die-hard who counted there. Our it e^oat a aet ^ die-liarda la 
England and die-harda in India. There are enough die-harda la India. 

Gitb Watill Eveut Cbav<» to Bqlyb Hiaplock 

Oontinning, Bir TeJ obaerved that a» no tinm had the Bri^ 
gmpnthiea more than at the preaent moment. Be waa glad, he 
Wav^l came out to India aa Viceroy.^ He w not mjud^ elmMy b^ 
Lord WnvpU waa n addlcr. Borne toidlera^ h^ ^be^ bndna tto 
would, thereldre, ndviee hla conatrymem added ffirM, to give Lord Wnvrt evM 
* to aolve the deedloek. he ifid not M ham over.the eom^^ whU 
' ' He hoped that Lend WaveH .1 


the Vieenqr 

himedf om wonld hove the 


_ _ wonld 

to toll Me. immf dito ht 
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Ihe mt and tbeftfoiib the riglit m%n to opprteiatc local eosditiona tod fomulate 
hla af00idUi|d7« Ha eoald not think of the bloinrapker of Lord Allenby 
(LOfS^m/aTatl) adotmat a diArant eonna In India, addad few TrJ, and if ha liu, it 
worn ba bia mlafinrtona aa wall aa ladia’a. 

Ooneluding, ^ TcJ aaid that idthongh ha Umaalf had narar balietcd in tha 
doctrina ci df if diaobadaanao, jct aa an Indian ha knaw that Mahatma Gandhi had 
a bcdd on tha imagination of tha pamda aa no othar man haa. To kaep tha 
Mahatma ahnt np Inddlnitali widiont ttial hj a Tdbonal waa nothing abort of 
eoardon. Than waa no doobt^ addad Sir Toi that if Mahatma Gandhi waa xalaaaad 
ha wonld throw all bin waight in bringtog about a aattlament It waa no 


lor aham^ ha agid, if non-partf laadara had thna far fallad to adilava lhat 
Map ba MalmtiA QmM itoaoll adaht alao fail in 


matter 
oldect 

^ _ olio fail in hia attempt* Bot that waa 

no raaaon why ha ahoold not ba alloirad a ebanee to bring about a aattlament. 
Ba Idt that Gandhi waa tha one man who conld examine the aituation 

fairly and aqoarely. Hie Mahatma had the humility to approach othera CTen 
though othera might not Uka to ai^ioadi him. 


The A. 1. Newspaper Editors’ G>nference 

Plenary Seaaion— Madima— lOth. January 1944 

Tha Plenary Seaaion of tha All-India Newapaper Editora’ Confereifee began 
on tha loth. Janaary 1044 at Gemini Btudioat Madraa, Mr. S. A, Brelvi, 
Preaidant of tha Oonferanoa, preaiding. Kditora of newapapera from ail ocer 
India were preaent baaidaa a large gamring of Tiaitora. 


Mr. G. A. Natoaaa’a Welaoma Addreaa 

Mr. G. A. NatuoH Chairman of the Beception Committee, welcoming the 
membera, aaid : 

I muit at the outaet expraaa my grateful thanka to my fellow ioumaliate of 
Madraa for the honour they hare done me in elaeting me to thia office. I value 
the honour greatly particularly in view of the fact that I am a comparatively new 
mambar of tula great organisation though I can claim to have followed your dia- 
onaaioua and dafibarationa with great iutaraet and appreciation. Tlie indioa Revietc 
which 1 have baan editing for forty-three yeara is a monthly periodical and not 
exactly a newapaper ; but tha Preee in India, British or Indian-owned, daily or 
^ waeldy or monthly la one and indiviaibla, and suffers and rejoloea together in ,ita 
poranlt of freedom and aarviee aa ia amply evidenced by tha atrngglee and achieve- 
mhnta of thia Oonferanoe sinoa its laoepuon in 1040. 

FHands, Madras has played by no means an insignlAeant part in the hiatory 
of tha Preaa in India, and . yon have donbtlasa eoma in Intimate contact with 
Madras )onrnallsta all over the oonntry. It ia now my nrivilega to walooma you 
to our mmutifnl City. Wa tmat yon will enjoy yonr vlait to thia historic Ci^ and 
carry with yon happy laooUaetiooa of your stay apd ezperiaooee. 

Thia Confaiaooc^ aa jon are aware, came iuto being to meet an extraordinary 
altnatfon eiaalad by the Oovanim^it of Indla’a panicky order of Oatobar aa. 1940, 
impoidnr aavaia and altogathar nhwarranlad saatrlctioBB on tha Preaa of India. 


to 

the 


BoTBionoira on tbu PAwm 

Tha aetloD of the Govammant waa all tha more pnsding, aa it i 

knowledge tbal Preaa in India, inauaoGva of party afflliationa of politioa. 
lha oanea of daamiaoy and tha Alllaa, and coadamnad in no nneartain 
alma of the Axia powara. Theta oould therefore ba no jnatifieatidn lor 
that any aactloa of the P^reaa waa aonadonaly or noeonaeionMy hindering 
effort In fael. ao far aa war affort la oonoemed, onr lalatlona with tha Govaru] 
ia India have been chaiaetariaad by a qnrtt of nnotintad oo-tmaration from td 
every icaponribla newapaper bahrnigng to ava» abada of pdlitiaal opiniowi - Apart 
from Ihfo, the PMi haa been doing war aarvioa of no mean value la |ta 
appeal to tha people and In Ita erftieiam of Government polfoiea mathila. 
nliy are not me loaa helpful haoanaa they ura aciGamapmtlmii. If In the 
■nmmar of IMO whan an Invaaioo of Buigiand aaemad Iwknlnaal allar^ tha Bbanch 
aoUim, Major Attlaa Jfoonhhi fit to daelaia In the Hoiiaa uf Oomwpha foal 
att aliamatoaaai the Piwai woaM ba fcaa to tspiaaa ito viawi witbool 


war 
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WELCOME ADDEBSS 


h»m mmch mon acoeiuf it Ihtl ftttilon itr India where no National 
Owrenwiant reapMudbla to a popnlar Itgialalare fnnetiona to defend the rMtt of 
the people f repMt that it le far hem oar intentioo to ereale difionltiee for the 
Oovemnienl or impi^ their war effort. But wo iaeiet that a free Pmee, with a 
Call eeiiee of rreponeibilitlee. auet be allowed to funotion freely and nnhaapered 
by conetnnt piii-micke wh^eh, aa in the eaae of eertain newepapere we all know, 
hare led to prievoua aiBiiitdereuudiaic: Who doee not know the Injury to the 
eahee of liberty and fieedom o( the Preee enetained by the pieoipitate action of the 
Qoferfiment in reward to the ij. Janmobhommi and the Trihum, the pre-oeneorahip 
on the Patrika, the etrange order on the Hitavada to dioeloae the name of ite 
correepondeot, the raid on the Hinduntan iZVeiea, and ehnilar aotion which could 
certainly have been aroided with a little patience and coneideration on the part of 
the ali-powetful ezeeuiiye T Thanka to the cfforia of thie Oonferenee, not once or 
twice but many tiroes over has the eanae of liberty been served and awkward 
eltuatlone averted by indiciooe intervention. Mr. Seoti of the UonchmUr Guardian 
need to eey that comment is free but facta are naered. But the auppreeslon of 
factuel reporta end czprrseioii of opinion based on such reports, Is a positive injury 
to truth, and oerUinly not hklpful to war effort. The inppreaeioo of unpalatable 
news or views either trum thie oonntry or from abroed ia oy no meant jnstlflable. 
Indeed, sneh eunpreseion haa become Impraotloable end therefore uedess. Dr. 
Shffama Prasad Uukherjes*s etatement on Food and Lonia Flecher'a vIhws on the 
deadlock, in spite of oeneorehip, have not escaped public attention. Government's 
ban only created a positiva thirst in the people to get et the banned srtides. 
Government could hive epared themeelvea thie trouble. Their action in regard to 
some papere haa proved to be politically inexpedient, legelly invalid and morally 
wrong. The higheet jndicial enthoritiet in the country have more than once con- 
demned heaty executive esaaulte on the Preea. It is under such trying conditioiia 
that the Frees in India it called upon to shoulder its reeponsibility and function 
with freedom integrity and dignity. Need I eay bow onerous end responsible is the 
task this Conference hes imposed on itself t 


Funs Adviboey Sybtbm 

The Frees advisory syetern which is now in operation in the Provinces end et 
the Centre le the reeuH of en egreement between the All*Indie Editors' Ooulervuce 
end the Government of Indie end it functions through e Centrel Frees Advisory 
Committee in oonenltetion with the Home Depsrtroent of the Government of Indie 
nod Provincial Committeea in each of the Provinces. The Conference, through ite 
Blending Oommittee, hee tried time end again to emoothen dil&cuUies and evolve 
methods of edjneting differences. Couiroived purely ee e wer-time meMure, it hes 
teokled many a ticklish problem 'to mutual aetiefactiou. But much remaiua yat 
to ha done, and we cannot be resting on our oare. If il haa done nothing else, 
the Conference has evolved e system, whereby presemen of ell ehadee of opinion, 
Irreepeotive of their polities or creeds, could sit together and plead for tba prioeleee 
gift of f ree d om. 

It ouiy ran.iu (or me to eooToy to Ur. K. 5nMva«a», Ibe retiiiog Fneidcat. 
oni gtetofni tirnnk. for the .dneble help he bee reodeied to thie Copforenee ttm 
ite Tery ineeption, eod out eppreeietioii of the petriotiem, teet end wiedom he bM 
bnmghk to beet on the exceedingly diffientt end deUeste ^ cd aumtug the rigbie 
of the Pieee end nt the enme time eroiding needleea oleehee with tlm Ooremment. 
In onr new Pieeident my old friend, Mr. Ff«fM'.,wh here n eUning ample of 
one whoae atanneh netlonaliam and robnst indepeodenee have won for him a 
nntano pleoe in Indian ionriAliem. With Me rich ezpmrienoee ud wiee 
thin Oonfamee ehonld bare ae good and anoceeefal n fntoM an it hae had 

^ reenming my eent I ehonld like to gin espmim to onr daim eonow 

St ton peering oT Ur. X.manaiid ChatUrJm, tlm tolentad Editor of too Uodjro 
Entow. MJPnUUui. Not only Bengal, bat the whole oonatiy ie t he poorer te 
the loee of ooo wboee fntaetifar gifte and lobnat nattoneiism warn ae t rn n ep e i agt la 
bin wrldoge aa in hit llfen 

He E. Efflatvaaan'a S p aaeh 

Ur. Jr MMean. Editor. -na nn^ .^ ring, Pieri dewt, JatWif 

Hr. & ri. to tokn toe piwHil e n ttel c toir, .wi ^.hlm godiynea to tootort 

; that a woctoiir ehoiae eonla ant hare haw mada. » h 
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1 M to detail Um mm asedlant foatttiaa af bead aad hcul with ke fa 
aadowad. OaBUa aad ehatminc In aMBBA Mr. Brdfi fa aaaipfed with a fall 
kaowtato of eatiaBl day ptMmuu Hia laaic poiod of aernaa ob the Bomb^ 
Cknmieti haa bToacht hia iaio aontaet with alaoat all panona’wbo laalH aafetar 
fa iha politfaal fiala. I am panoaally fcratefol to him for the imaenw help ha haa 
rendered to me in the dieehiom of my dntiea aa piasidint darinic thaaa three yearn. 
There hare heen ooeaaiona in the life of the All-India Newap a per Editora* Orafer^ 
eaae whan., on aooonat of aariona dUfeieneea amoBK the memoerB of the Standing 
Oommittee, a aplit aaemed imraiaent. Mr. Brelrl*a eo-opemtioa on anah ooaaaioiia 
pTOted iBTalnahle in tiding orer dlflienlt attnatloaa and prerenfing the hieahdowa 
of an orgaiaation wbieh, to the extent it ia poaihle in thcae daya, haa heen able to 
afford proteetton to the Preaa in India againat hnaty and ill-aonaidcired netHma on 
the part of the axeentire. 

The elieomataneea nndar wbleh the Oonferenee waa hronght into being are 
we11-knowD» though one faet, namely, that It waa to the memhera of the Indian 
and Eaatern Newapapera Soelety that the eredit of Inangnrating thia oripnilaation 
balonga, haa not reoalred anffioiant publicity. My friend Mr. Devadaa Qmihi, 
who waa then the offleiating Ohairman of the Soelety, will reedlleet that on the 
diaeuaalooa that took place In October 1640 between n de^tatloD of which ha waa 
iba loader and the Home Member of the Goremment of India in regard to the 
relatlona between Oorernment and the Preaa, with particular raference to the 
atatementa of Mahatma Ojondhi on the indiTidnal clril diadhadlenaa movement, that 
the foundatlona of thia conference were laid. 

I do not propoae here to take up your time with a narratloB of the detailv of 
the progreaa which we have made aa a corporate body, compoaed aa we are of 
all important elementa in the field of Indian joumaliam. We repreaent in thia 
Conference every ahade of oidnion and we are bound by a apirit of comiadeahip 
and eamaatneaa. Oar one guiding factor during theaa three wra haa been an 
anxiety to develop and preaerve the higheat traditioBB of ionmafiam. For Uw firm 
time in the hiatoiy of the Preaa in India, the principle that editora of newapapera 
could be depandca upon to act in concert for diadharging tbe raaponalbllitica aa well 
aa aafeguarding the righta of the Preaa aa a whole found a nBcaanre of practical 
recognition at the handa of the Government* 

LuiLiTBGOw'a Teibotb Rboallbd 


liord Linlithgow paid a handaome tribute to the integrity and pnh 
Indian Preaa, which 1 recall here with pleaanre, alnoa we kav 
crifica to many of Hia Lordahip’a pollciea and adaelnlatrative m 


The eatabliahment of Preaa Adviaory Oommitteea in Delhi aad in moat of the 
provlnelal cantrea waa at our auggeation and, aa you all know, they Imve been 
functioning on right linea. 1 am not unmindful of the lukewarm attitude of aome 
provincial adminiatrationa and the acarcely veiled hoatllfty of one or two^ who have 
either not aet up theae oommitteea at all, or who have auffered them only aa aa 
unavoidable nuiaanoe. Bat the Governmmit of India, with Lord Linlithgow at the 
head, have atriven to co-operate with the Conference, though their infentiona 
were often fmatrated by a too ready deference to the wiahaa or whima of the 
Provincial Admlniatranona. In hia farewell addreaa to the Central Legialature, 
Lord Linlithgow paid a handaome tribute to the ialemity and pobHo apirit of the 
Indian Preaa, which 1 recall here with pleaanre, unoa we have him vigoioua 
critlca to many of Hia Lordahip’a policiea and adaelniatrative acta. He obaerved: 
**Oceaa!ona there may have been when there ware diflfaencaaof view on mattera 
cooaeoted with the Preaa ; miaunderatandlnga there may have been fM>m fnl to 
thia great Inatitution for ita faimaaa ; Ita eager anxiety to aerva tbe public ; ita 
concern to obaerve, and if poaaible to improve, the beat traditlona of {oumaliam, 
and I would not like to leave India without paying tUa public tribute to 
It, and ter that hard working body of Intelligent and able men by whom India 
la ao well aerved in the Preaa.” 

Hia auooeaaor, the preaent Viceroy, haa already given waloome evidence of hia 
intereat in tbe deliberationa of thia organiaatlon by inviting the membera of the 
Standing Committee to tbe Viceroy’a Houae In New Dalbi after ita laat meeting. 

1 expreae the hope that through auch contaota will grow a better uoderatandiiag 
of tbe difficultlea of the Preaa leading to a removal m tbe reatricSona under which 
we are labouring T 

To the membera of the general publle in India I would ex preae our gratitude 
lor the mat intereat they have ahown in our p r oeeedin ga aad lor the heli^l eri- 
tlelama mat have been made about our orgaolantlon. When we have to our erpdit 
the approbatfan ot.the Rt. Hon. SaUri on the one aide and Mr. C. Raiagopbla- 
ehoH^ the other, and Mr. B. G. Hondmam^ the vetemn faunaliat, there epii 
baldly be room lor nny-mfafilfieg about the value of our Oonferenee, 
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PBKaD£imAL ALDEK8B 


, , aad 1 vonM^odd^wItlloot hirilitta, on b^hiU oC 

diidiuH 0 of tbexoqmaii^^ miderto^ ^ ^ 

^ _ PfMidMilol A4ifOM 

Mic 8 yBd AbdulM Br^lvi then delivorcd the pmidcntiH oddreet. Ho loid : 

I tondor to 70a my hoorl*foll grodtiido for oloelinR mo Piotidoiit of luii 
Oonmnoe. To miy iiidiTidiiml no loMionr opn bo gmler tbon umt oonfenod on him 
to bio own poen. 1 om, iht-iofoio^ orerwhdmad by tho honour that yon bovo 
done mo. Thio Gonferonoo hoo.^dttiinfr the very brief period of lu oziolonoe, ooeniod 
on importont plooo in the pnblie life of the eonntrx end boo rondooed involuoblo 
oorvieo to the couoo of the froodom of tiie Prooo. onA through it. to thot of the 
mniry end no limit emi bo ploood to the oorrioe fhot it eon render to boUr in 
fntttto. The rooponoibility of prooioing over the doliberationo of thio Ooofmneo to 
than both givot oad onemuo. I ciinnot dtoohorge thot rvotionoibility with ony ononooe 
wicbont your help mid eoHiperoiiou. I give* you thio uoourtiiico. however, thot 1 
eholi oiwoyo try my lieot to deserve them. Moy 1 toke this opportunity of offering 
tfr Mr. JT. SHnivasan an your beholf 00 well 00 my own one deep grotitude for 


the ill voluohto contribution thot be has made towards building up tbto donteieiiee 
ond niahiiig it the power that It has beeome to-day t As onr President for throe 
years he has aobieved a remarkable record of euceeso and eflicieney. 1 do not know 
wbot hoe oootribiited moot to bio sneceso*— his amiable personality, hie iaieotiooo 
spirit of aecommoiloiioii. iito niicompromiiiiog loyaKy to nrincipleo or hio oidfleao 
devotton to duty. 1 can, however, nay thio with oertmnty mat he has during this 
period won the love aiid eati'em of all of no.*' 

6iaoe we nut Fast the Indian Preae haa ioat one of ila outstanding figures^ The 
late Ramanand ChatUrjM wao a veteran iournaltot who waged many a valiant 
flghk on behalf of the Preaa and eoiitribtited mmdi to the growth of ita power and 
iiiffocuee. Pa 5 « KmH Nath R}y rerired from the editorahip of the 'Tribune** 
during the year. Though Babu Kali Hath Boy did not take active part in onr 
delihecatioae the aaooeiation of a ionrnaliat of hto emiaenee and ezpartonoo waa an 
aaaet of immeaee value to iia* 

We ere ell proud that three members of eur Cbnfereoee base ooaragoenoly and 
at eoaaidetable troubla and risk to Ihemoelveo rindlmdad the: libarty of the rnoa. 
Mi. Deeadoo Qanihi, editor el the ^ Hindustan Timea”. wee aeonilted by the Privy 
Cennei] in the Contempt of Oonrt Ooae tied egainit him and othera Id me 
Al l aha b ad Court after be bad undencoD* * Mrm of impriooDraaal Id 


eonneetioo. B. G. ffomiwtan, editor of the '‘Bombay Beatiiiel*’. added one mem 
to bio many aad dtoUnguiohed servicoa to the Prose by • u eo eo o i ully qwestloaiog lha 
validity ot the warrant of arroot tooaed by Iba Allahabad High OodHIo the 
eoDtempt of Court Caao agahMt him. Ha haa soeuxod 0 mling from tto Bombay 
Hip^ Court that no aaoa for Contempt of Court can be filed by a High Gouil 
against a jouroallot who dom not reside within He Juitodietioa. How far tUi ruHiMi 
inll bind other High Oourte to to be seen. Bat let oa hope tto Indgmeoto la hem 
tliM caiee will brtog home to the iodletory the need for the mmtoe of the ‘ 
oare before hanllng up editore for ubntemi^ of Court The Prem to m kem 
indioiory to see that mre ia no iDtarferenca wHb the fair and proper edmhilotraltom 
of {oetioe. But the Prem cannot and will not tolerate intorfsrenea with the eieceto el 
Ite own legitimate fnnotioB merely for eatfadying the amour^mypfw or upte 
the paceoDal prcatlge of any fu^a mr iudgea. The law el Contmpt of 
tequirm draatto xevwMi. We demand that tt should have ^ ^ /VV* 

lag propsr administration of Jostlea. Wa alao demand that it ahonld te admiato; 
tend by itointermt^ jadgea. Judm however leamed, are bnafaa bsiM 
eaaaot ordinarily, be expoeled to dumeDea }oeltoe and nothing but Juattoa in 
in whieh they are both proaoentore and fuitoss. 

^ Maui editor ^ the ^BUavi 


Vida.' 

the 


had the mm 


of being 


profeastobal eode of honom by 

the aonree of hto information to regard to dm 


Mr. A. D. . 

asked, on pain of prosecution, to violate 

betraying eoafidanea and dtoetoaiag the ac r ..r is-- 

pnblieatton of a newe item eoneemuig the xeatojudlon of tto Chi^Semri^ 
Goverament ol Bei^l. llie Defmqp <d IndtoSntos Imve been ebnaed to wtone 
wave for varlone porpoees. But It wae toft to tha QovemjMt of ^ Centoai 
Fkovincm to uee them to eoeme an Editor to ba gattty ^ iw|^emioi^_ 


them to eoeme an Editor to ha gauty m mpmmmom omm 
iHfytog that the Government aa a lenalt ^ ^ ^ 

Btandtog Commitim of the Orafmno^ei^uatly^wl^^ dm 
. Maai. llto Govmnmeot al In^.toedfytogtoa Orfm of dm 
L had 4 mii^ a CkMnmnatotta to whtoh they ranogniaed the eo a va n * 


It to however gmdfytog that the Govern: 

Prase add el the Btandtoi 

Order matoet Ms. Maai. 

a P. Qovmnment had toened a Ooaunnatoua to 

14 



m THE A. L HBWBt'Anat KDIXOSS* OOMFEBBEflE { lOauiH- 

Em Iht rEaEoi bahma m EdUat aad Us oonufoaiiatt mm eaaida aH a l , 
tal Ihif MM jnapand to bmpiIi it oaty to tUi cztaat that la El MAaary 
gtaMMMBMa tt Moald aol Iw EtoailMd» T« the JoanEietie pniMioa, however, 
Em nattor ia ob« ei ooaaeleBea aad adnUir of ao exeepOnoE etoenautancis aarr»at- 
1 b£ • biMflli of Hio oonfonlioDa 

Ux» DmfodoB Gmndhi^ Mr. B. Q. Haniman oad Mr. A. D* Mam dooerra oar 
oongntidaliotto cm fhe eoanie wllh wMoh Cbey hara fiodiaated tta ri^to aad 
npMd tha traditioDi of tha Pmo. 

Oajaoxi ovTBB CoHfunicn 

Tha prlneliiol abiaota af ooc .OonfaiaDae are (1) to pmarra tba high traditioaa 
and aliodaida of ioamaHaa^ (3) to aafegnard tha rifchta of tha Piaoa ia gaBOiml aod 
la fiartleiilar tha iraadom of inibliaatloii of aawa and aommanta and (3) to lapfasant 
tba Pnm ia ladia in Ita ralationa with tha public and public institniiona and 
partiealarlf in Ita lalationi with Gorernnicnt and to aet up Oommitteaa which 
would aet aa liaiaoa bodiaa balwean tha Govarnmant and tha Fteaa aa a whole. Hava 
oar aibrta In carrying out thaae objecto attained any auoceaa f (^Making for mvaelf, 

I Imft no haaitatiea in aaying that tha aueceaa ao far aehlevad haa aieeedad m 
own ezpaetatlonio Thia ia not to anggeat that the anecoBB ia very aatiafying. It 
only maaaa that my own forebodinga about tha azparimant of rapreaentativea of 
tha PfOM working with officials to preaerva as much of tha freedom of tha Prcaa 
an poaaibla hava not all happily come true. It is idle to pretend that the Preaa in 
India is fxaa or can hope to be free ao long aa onr country ia not free. To the 
fattara that hava come to ua aa a legacy ol decades of bureaucraiic rule have been 
added more galling and stifling ones in tha shaM of Defence of India Bales and 
tha Press Inatruotiona Issued under these Buies. Iha Press in India haa never 
bean ftaa. but it has always bean struggling to be free. Tha coneultative machinery, 
to tha . aatabliahing of which Government were compelled to agree in 1940 aa a 
result of the unitadT front presented by the Press, irrespective of political difforences, 
ofTared an opportunity, such as tha Press had never had of carrying on that struggle 
with greater nope of aucceae than aver before. Whatever encoees hae bean, ao tar, 
■diiavcd in that struggla haa bean a negative one. Wa hava not secured positive 
gains in the shape of enlargement of our freedom, but wc have been able to 
piivant much harm being done to the Prcaa by bureaucrats many of whom are 
prooa to act arbitrarily aod ruthleaalv and, not seldom, vindictively. Even this 
negative gain has not been aeeured to the same extent in all provinces where tha 
adviaory aystem haa been given a fair trial. Some provinces, for ioetanee, hava not 
bean aa Icvtonata aa Bombay and Madras while in othera tha eoDBultative machinery 
haa hot functioned at all or, hae functioned moat unaatiafactorlly. 

Tbam Spieit of Editors 

*Mr. flfnntvatan, in hia address to the last aassion of tha Oonfarene^ claimed 
that, In apita of man^ handioapa, ha aad hia colleagues of the Standing Committee 
had aaenrad protection agafnat baaty and ill-considered action by the Exaeativa 
ngainat mambara of tha Praoa ganarally. The claim was a bold one, but it was 
fnlly Joatifiad. In fact, tha prinalpal causa of whatever aucceas tha Oonfaranca haa 
■ahlavad has bean tha team apirit diafdayad by tha members of the Standing 
Omamittea in all their dalibarationa and especially in msisting nil attempts to 
TCitrlot tha liberty of tha Praia. Tha same team apirit has charaotariaed tha work 
of tha Ptovinolal Praae Adviaory Oommlttaaa wharavar they hava worked aatis- 
faatoiily#^ In my opinion tha neatest good that tha Oonfaranca and ita viariona 
Opmmittaaa hava dona ia the iaallng of eomradeahip which they have fostered 
among aditoia thronghont tha eoantef* The growth of thia fading ia an aaset of 
ioaalanlahla value aa much to tha pnblie life of tha country na to tha Praia. It ia 
lhu% no laia la the intaraata of tha oonntry than of thoaa of tha Preaa that thia 
Conimoaa ahould grow in strength. Tha prograas, proaperity and affielaniw of the 
Pms lagsdv depend on Ilia aoeoam of tbu Oonfaianca, May 1 appeal to thoaa 
adUoia, who have, Ide aoma laaaoai, aol yet ioinad thia Oonferanoa, to do ao and 
thna hdp lb maka tt an iacMalimly potent Inatrumant for aacori^ and anlaxgiiig 
tha Ubirtlaa M tha Piaii and jpraaarving ita traditiona and standards T I have 
letoid to tha fading of aomiidadim which this Oonfaraaea has foatared among its 
naambiia* It has aho angandirad a fading of oomparativa aaenrity among them 
Inaemuah the adviaopy byatam haa aarvad as a ahaek, not alwm an aihetiva ona^ 

II ii vrua. yi-abyddadMl and aomatimm, vMUctiva acthm by the 

Baaentlva imilnsl individual nawspapaca. I nuiy also dalm that Iho work of this 
Oonlaiinm w sol bean without aoma affimi on oOalala thamealvie soma nl whim. 



—10 lA*. ’M ] F£E8IDEM1IAL Anna—a 90 I 

OOH8ULTATITI MACBimY IV IfBOYlVCM 

* * iwveylng to work of oor Oonfmiico linee iti inoeptioii. m i 
iosiifiably feol fom ifttisfAetioo. Mach work* howerer, oUll tomitoi lo bo d 
First and foremost we hare torn that to ixmsultotive machinery fnnetlons in alt 
provlncss effectively. That it does not so function in some pioTinoesis doe not to 
m iMk or desire on to part of editon concerned to ntiUse it to to utmost, 
but eitbtf to to indifference or ill-concealed hostility of the Provincial Govern- 
mrats who contlnne to regard it as a naisance to themselves. The Ooverameat' of 
India^ cannot avoid the rmponsibility for the failure of these Provincial Governments 
to give a fair trim to the advisory system. They are a parM to a gentleman's 
agreement with this Conference f»nd must carry out their part or to baigain by 
securing, through the means that are open to them, the desired improvement in 
to attitude of the Provincial Oovernments. They cannot, as they often da make 
provincial autonomy a convenient excuse for inaction. For, whenever, it is con- 
venient to themselves they find means, effective and expeditious to make to 

K ovincial Governments carry out their wishes and instructions. We have seen this 
ing done not only in regard to to present food j||^au||ilon and other mattan 
but even in respect of restrictions on the Press. Thus ajgries .of unesJled for and 
drastic restrictions were imposed at the dictation of the rfSntral Government on to 
Press in ail parts of the country regarding news and comments about Oandhiji^a 
fast. In fact the conduct of the Government of India themselves has not always 
been in strict accord with the spirit of the gentleman's agreement. The ooeeshme 
have not been few when, ea a reault of the meaaurea taken or contemplated by 
Government, the agreement would have been wrecked but fox the firm mauner in 
which the Btandiug Committee handled the aituation. Even more numerous have 
been the occasiona when the powers of censorship have beCo abused to auppreia 
political news and views unpalstiible and inconvenient to the Exeentive. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that some Provincial Governments have been eneoursged to 
be reeslcitrsnt in their attitude and have all but destroyed to eonsnllativs 
machinery and that, even where it baa functioned, the Provincial Governments 
on many occasions, have ignored the Provincial Press Advisory Ckimmlitees 
unanimous recommendations and have t.ot addom taken action against newspapm 
without even cousultiug the Committees. 

Abuses of Censorship 

The most fisgrsnt misuse of cenaorsoip is the bsu on to publiestioD, witont 
press advice, of the writioga and apeecbea of Mr. Loui$ Fischer which, despite to 
many explanations pnt forward Is only s clumsy and unworthy attempt to 
press to views of a man who has ban a trenchant critic of to poUey of 
Government regarding to political demands of the people. Censorship was, _ . 

glsringly mieusra during Gandhiji’a fast to prevent the public iu India and oulsida 
from having a true picture of the situation as it develofiYd in the country. Even 
the resolution of your ^tending Committee regarding Gandhiji'a fast did sol 
escape mutilation whtn it was Futiroiitrd for press advice by a newa agency. A 
resolution of the Azsd Muslim Board on tbe foliiicsl situation and. statementa 
isBU^ by Mr. C. Bajagapalachari and bir Tej Bahadur Sapru met a similar 
fate. In all these instances, the action of tbe Government was indcfcntibla 
Inspired as it wa§ by a desire to gain political advantage against to people of 
India. The action taken againat the Hindustan Time and the order frf pca-aeoct^ 
•hip served on the Sind Observer early last year and a almilar order raeimtly 
served on the Amrita Bazar Patriha are some of the glaring iDStancci la 
to unanimooa recommendations of Provincial Advisory Committees were amplalw 
ignored. The Jugantar snd Star o/ India of Calcutta and the Janma^umi m 
Bombay were suppressed for a few days without consulting the Prmpeial Af vIsM 
Committees concerned. It is evident, therefore, that liberty of wHtisg Ib* low 
will continue to be In constont popardy so long as the Governinent of iRdja jTO 
not radically revise their towards the Press sod snob revisto m also 

remain an itue dieam to lone aa the structure of govOTment remains what It is« 
Reeogniaiog tbs Ihnitatms arising out of tbe existing system of gpvfrnmsiit 
viidar tbe* Prg» in India bu to work, thlo Coofeieow o» to po rt|to ri <rgf 

dnyed n roto eplrit of nceomaodation wbicb bowerer, bM ^do« ojoW m 
M rcqiOBM from Governnent^ I *”* 

BfCKttce ie tbe teeolntion iMMcd by ft ot ito bwt acnenble mmmm » mmaKf, 






2eB THE A. L NEWSPAPER EDITORS* CONFERENCE ( madias 

Ton ore ell femiller with the eireomsUiicee ehloh neefspiteted the piMbin^' cT the 
fOioliitioD. The Prae ie Indie wee coi/*oiilc«l with a great cTiaii when the 
OoreniiDCDl eonaht to control., wnxde and hi.iiiiDatc in a manner familial ix^cl to ua 
hf the Neele end the Feeclete. The Conference met the crieie with courage end 
wladom. The leaolution which it paascd embcdied, 1 frd heppy to pay, a i'crn ula 
which had been nrerioualy aetiled between the Bon.h iy Provincial Prcaa Adviaory 
Committee and the Government of Bombay. The cKvniioe of thia formula cave 
pro^ of Uie good work that could le done Governn-ent and tlic Preea Adviaory 
CMimmitleei working tog«‘(her in n spirit of eiucere loyal y tet the Delhi Agreement. 
Through ita xeaolhnon the Conference declared its umci; promising rejection of 
pKe-eensorihIp ol any kind, demanch'd freedom for^newapaiierp to publieb, without 
previona scrutiny,, objective accouuiH of incidtnta roiineetra wi*- the *maaa move- 
ment’ or the diatuibances. The Oonlerence, however, conaideied it iieceaeary that 
Editor* should exercise rraponable rectraiiit iu the t ublicatUm of such accounts 
and should avoid the publication of anything which might incite the public to 
subvenive activity, convey euggeationa or li'Rtructiona for illegal acta or which was 
an exaggerated report or unfounded allegation regarding exceaaive use or miauai: 
of their powers by the Police, the troo^w and other Government aervputa or the 
treatment of and condition of detenus and priaoner* or which retarded the reatora* 
tion of the public aeiiae of aecurity. The Conference also gave proof of it* loyalty 
to the Delhi Agreement by auggeatiiig that the reatrictiona imposed by Oovernment 
should be wilharaan and rcplaecd by a ban on the publication unless rehiitiid to 
the Press by Government, or reports, as were of military value to the enemy, of 
InterruptionB to roads and railway communication a, acts of sabotage, strikes or 
‘ interriiptiona of work in factories chiefly engaged in producing war materials. 

The Bombay Confeubmce 

Before the Bombay Confcteoce. was held a number of newspapers Lad been 
•uppretsed or had suspended publication as a resnlt of the new restrictions or the 
manner in which they were apt lied. The most harmful use made ol these restrie- 
tiona waa to dmy publicity to atatementa and reporta supporting the Indian 
demand for freedom and l^itinate political activity. The Conference made it plain 
that even in war time the Preaa could not abdicate its responsibility as the guar- 
dian of public interest and of the rlghts« of citizens. It contended that it could 
not do. so* specially at a time when the legislatures did not function in most pro- 
vincea and owing to jwnal reatrictiona public opioicn could not express itself. 
The decision of the Conference was thue actuated by a genuine spirit of compro- 
mise. The Goniereijce felt confident, that It would efiectively help to remove the 
bUternesa and resentment that executive high-handedness hsef caused and lead to the 
republiestioii of the newspapers that bad been suppressed or bad suspended publi- 
cation. Unfortunately the response of the Government to the statesmanlike gesture 
of the Cbufercnce was ueiiher prompt nor adequate, Not only did the Governmeut 
of India take an unconscionable Tong time in commiinirsting the Bombay rrsolii- 
tion to the rrovincial Governments but they also failed to give a lia^ to these 
Qovernmenta by themselves readily accepting it aud unplemcuting It in Delhi 
province. ThuB.preciotie time was wasted and several newspapers did not resume 
publication until the reeolation had bren accepted by the rrovincial GoririiuuutB 
eoncemed. To the credit of the Sind Government, it may be mentioni d that they 
were the first GovernoMnt to announce their acceptance of the rcsulution. W! c n 
Provincial Oovemmenta with the exception of the Punjab Government did an c) v 
the Bomnay reedution the aceeptance was not whole-lu nrti c! rncl in seme \,ar« 
qualified by rcatrictlons and conditions alien to its spirit. Nor were the su!»^iquent 
actions of both the Central and Provincial Governmenta always in accord with 
the spirit of the new arvangement or ol the Delhi Agreement. 1 need not mention 
how eome Provincial Governmenta took nafatr advautmge of the Bombay reeolutiun 
by depriving newapapera of the little liberty they bad before the Bombay sfKs:on 
of the Conferenoe of ventilatiag legitimate grievances regarding the treatmeiit of 
priaonera or the nae of exceaaive force by the police. 

Thu BBAXOAU'i Episode 

Government, however, were gnltty of the moat flagrant breach of the Bombay 
Agreement when they euppreaecd all news regarding Prof. Bhansali*$ fast and 
Impoaed draconian reatrictiona on the publication of news and comments about 
Oandhui*§ fast Prof* Bhanaali waa neither a detenu nor a prisoner. As a free 
eitiien he waa entitled to undertake a fast. ‘Whatever view one might hold about 
the wisdom or desirability of such a fast, no civilized Government would fejuatlficd 
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TRESIDENTIAL ASratESS 


TiS* 

to j^TentiBg publi.'stion of nevii m eommeiita about It in the P.ree-oeperUUy i„ 
f «*“••»»* uoternmeDt li«l eut^ into a lolemn a;ireeiac»t i«.J 

io publuhing Bucb newt or eommenti, did not vio'MW that agreemiMt The n-. <' 
y* hiKh.hai.«kdiie»a «r«a Jiat tlie |<aiii» »i.d miMalv.c, 

of the Defence of India Kulea were requiaitinncit to pr.^venf t>ie Prt -k oven fmm 
iiiforn^i|( the irubiic thibL i- htd hixu i tiib aMiihl.; oairu;;*: viu.«» ueniirdiliy 

necuted by tbe Pi«e* and tV .f cju.ng Co,nuiii;;:c de.ided that the simatiim 
demAiidea ftn etteetiye protest. On it« reconuneiidstion nowHuepcrs i )iron;tlinul I'li* 
conntry. with very exceptions. :ui 3 | c::ti. J Htmi. h.r one d y and ielt;,i!.«d 
from pub ishinff tho New yisr'n H Iz-t. all chi iiIsw frow <; :,nii irt 

Houses all S|>whort of the inemln’is of me HiUisu O vertimoni. Uie Oov«*rtiineiil 
of Indie end of the rrovincial Clovi(riim.;uu tx^ept |itu‘.ioiiH tluTMif wiilijU ciutaiiit>l 
deciiiouB end eniiouneomentH. Th. dcm inrt*aMii .11 .,l solidmity ih.imv is^ii ,1 

in the history of the ludisn Press, it had its eff*ci u id th. O iwnim-ut tii irnf 
were eooo withdrawn. 


CiAXDijiJi's Faver akh .\prsit 

Thr Delhi A. reurcn*. u:::l the T 5 om*» ky rD 8 o!irt:.)i ■« were both, p.'si.i, ni; .jr - 
moniouely jettisoned wlten om Fr‘*runry 10, Otmlhiji bciii fi hid i,vi rv n d vr* 
fast. On ih** eve of the fast di'MKri'*. r<‘*>‘trusions wi»re miiMB d uii *tie th'no 

issued b> the Go-vemmt lit of UoniliAY bciii>; pi.Tth‘i.UMly iititaiitiu. I'he I’ffn-a ru- 
men t of Bombay also imposed pr/^ceiiH-tifibip on hil Hiatimtnfs exnaiMiin^ Iruin 
Gandhiji or reports of or r firencc to such Htsfemcm, ulf t isr dirivt f-r *fi(l;rci;:, 
and all reports of intervi. *vs or conversations wits him or pc-rttnns uii>i 

him or having access 10 him. As a result uf disciiHsions »t un itifornisl m<eiin^ 
of the Standing Committee, the President adtlroased 11 leiti-r to ihe Govcinment of 
India asking for the wiihdrsivttl of the lei^trirtitinH. lie i> •intci out ilist. quite 
apart from the issues raised by the fast, the f«ct that G>mdliiji had ofi’^nrt.tefi it st 
S11 advanced age had raised world wide iotifrest and in Indtn, among milli.ms of Us 
coiuvtrymen^ the utmost anxiety let shine «ymprt’'hy and. ♦hat in the cimiaistaii;’ 
it was not fair to imijose any sppciai jiesW'iciions on tlie liber ly of the Jsldiiora to 
handle the subject secordiiig to their disercHrm. Government, howevet, paid no 
Imd to this representation as well as to the resolnUun <d the t^tsnding Comfnuttsi 
III gin jr the release of GandlJji to enshl** lii.n, as s ^re man, to help in tim 
restoration of peaceful coudiiioirs. btringeni censursliip was iniposed uii news siid 
comments, both internal and foreign, regarding (^ndhiji's Inst. This cmiltl only 
ro<*an that Government did not want that the public in India and ouiside should 
know the truth about the situation in tUs conniry. 


Restrictions Must Go 

The Preae as a whole had remained loyal to the Confcieiice and to the 
agreements with the Government made by it and the Bianding Committre. Provin- 
cial cunimittecB and the Central Advisory Conimiltre bini not hisilstid to take 
erring newapapers to task and even to arucc to ihe imitoi^iiion of drsi’tic ) 4 !iialtiea 
in proved caaea of default. Thia is a record of which we may will be proud, Doea 
the other party to the Gcntlemm^H Agreement pni^eiit such a iccord 7 Jn fairneta 
to some Provincial Governmenis, I miiat admit that they have on the whole, given 
an honest trial to the adviaoiv system. Ncvfrtbelcirs. it ia also true of these and 
other Provincial Governments si.d also of the Gt vernroent of India that agreements 
have been made by ihtm only to be violated whenever it suited them, lluanimons 
rccomnifiidationa of a iToviiicial committee have not seldi m bcin rejected, (in the 
untenable plea of provincisl autonomy, the (tuvernment of India have fteriiiitted 
certain Provincial Govtrnmeiita to go ccuuter to policies accepted by iliemsilvcB. 
Powers of censorship have been isaurd to suppresa legitimate expression of poliiicsl 
opinion, in deasiice of thi. Delhi Agreement. However, we are not dispirited by 
our bitter exi'erience ai:d we shall not he deterred by it from carrying on our 
Btruggle for broadening the b.ifiis of oiir freedom. Binre we held our last session 
in Bombay the aitiintioii has ohangid considerably. The IJoiiilisy Resolution was 
passed to meet special eirrunisisncca *!resud by the dhluibancts. Joe special 
circuui stances having ccasrd to exist, a revision of our existing srrangimfots ^th 
the Government is isscntial. 'ihe Press baa no dcairc to impede war ewKis. That 
is the basis of the Delhi Agreement. It is also the basts of the Delhi Agreement 
iba the Press will not be a party to the suppression of legitimate iioliticsl activities. 
There is nothing in the f*rceent political sitiiatirn in the country to wamnt any 
restrictions on the Priss except those necessitated by purely mililarv cpnaideratiODt. 
On the contrary, the siuialion demands that the Press should be absolutely unfat* 
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tertd to ▼enfilote IfKitimto KrieronM rcgordhifc. fov iMtoaeo* Bit tminent of 

e Mmero and decoauf, cioceially at aafiir adviaUiQe bat btea tatei of the Bombay 
lolution hy aont ProTinetal Goreraaieiitt to profont thia Mng done. Sir Suitan 
Ahmgd, Jofornatloo Membi*? of the Oovernneat of India, addreaaiag a nreting of 
the Standing Committee in July labt year, claimed that tbe raatrletiona on the Preaa 
ill the country were not Kvaater than, indeed, in hla opinioa, were mnch leea, than, 
in poro*' countries, at any rate, during tbe thne of war. Tbe biatory of tbe atroggle 
that tbia Oonfarcnce bad carried on during tbe laat three yeara and more with the 
Government la a auffioient oommentary on thia claim. Iliat biatory la the biatory 
of reiterated and not eeldom nnaneceaafnl demanda that the eODeuftatiTe machinery 
ahotdd be given an honeat trial in every province* that the apirit of the Delhi 
Agreement ahould alwaya be aernpuloualy adhered to by the Central and Provincial 
Qofcmmenta and that the powera under the Defence of India Rulca should not be 
miauaed to auppreaa news and views unpalatable to, them. 

The year that hae just ended witnessed a food eriaia of unprecedented character 
in many parts cd India, particularly in Bengal. Tbe tragedy of Bengal has had few 
pnrallela in the biatory of human auffering. It is unfortunate that in the begin- 
ning, under the convenient plea of war neceaeity, attempta were made to prevent 
tbe Preaa in India from publishing the whole truth about Bengal and the world 
outside India from getting true and objective accounts of the situation in tbia 
country. Tbe Prem, however, did its duty courageously by aucoesafully appealing 
to the heart and conaeience of India and helped to bring home to the people and 
Government of India the extent of the havoc wrought by starvation and to aecure 
prompt relief and was thua instrumental in eaving thousands of human Ures. 

A Chabtbr for Working Jodrnalibts 
The 6rft object of our Conference ia to preserve the high trsditions and sian- 
darde of journalism. We cannot secure this object without maintsinitig our freedom 
and. natorslly, in tbe present condition of our country, our efforta have hitherto 
chiefly been directed towards removing the obstacles in our path. But there arc 
also other equally important things to be done if wc wish to succeed in preserving 
the high traditions and standards of journalism. These traditions and standards 
arc created aud maintained by the men who work to make tbe Press efficient as 
well as free. It is these men who have in their power to ridse or to lower them. 
It is claar that if our tradlUona and standards ate to be preserved at the higheat 
levels, the Preia niuat continually attract to its service men who, in their mental 
and moral equipment, represent the best that our country produces. 'Ihc Press 
cannot attract such men to its service unleas it makes it worth their while to woik 
for it At present, with few exceptions, newspapers in India cannot be SKid to offer 
•uch attraction either in salaries or conditions of work. 1'be avers;:e working 
journalist Is paid a very meagre salary and this, added to the abs^ nee of any 
achemc of pension or Provident Fund, makes his life one of perpetir.il anxieiy. Jt, 
in spite of all this, journalism attracU a number of men whose iieers it is difficult 
to find in auy other profession, it is because they consider it not as a career but as 
a mission in life or find that newspaper work offers them the satisfaction of heart 
and mind which, they cannot find eltewbere. In the interests of iouinilism the 
need for the enforcement of minimum standards of payment and conditions of 
work for journalists, thus, becomes pa amount, Tbe question arises as who is to 
enforce these standarda Primarily the joiimaliats themselves must hilp themeelvea 
and, by organising a powerlnl trade union of their own ns in Britnin, 
affectively protect their rights and interests. Final decisiona naturally, rest with 
propHeton who hold the purse-strings. The Indian and lilastern Newspapers' 
mieiy and the Indian I^gusgea Newspapere’ Asaocisiion can and should give a 
helpful lead to proprietors iri this connection. But Editors, to whom journalists 
working under them look for guidance and protection, cannot shirk their responsi- 
bility. Oura is a powerful and iiifluential organisation of Editors and we are in a 
happy and advantageous position In so far as we count among oureelvea a consider- 
Rble number of editor-proprietors and managing-editors. Auy rteommendations 
that we may make ebout improving the economic status and working conditions of 
jouriialleU will have the merit of being cooatructive and well-balanced and 1 have 
no doubt will be treeted with resi^ect by tbe proprietors. Iliese are the days of 
Charters. Why elionld not there be a Journalists' Charter ? Who can be in a better 
poaitioe to formulate it then a Conference of Editors and what can be a more 
propitious time than the present when the newspaper industry ia financially in a 
atronger poattion tiiea ever before to give a new and lair deal to the working 
jouroaliite who eeastitute Ite backbone T 
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OooelQdiiie Hr. Bnivi nid : 

fwedom of the Pmm neder e toieliterUn re;;! me. If to-dey 
Hie Pr^ in fndia ie «i.ot free it tlie Prree in RrifniQ or America, the rcenon 
suet be fcmnd m the toteltiarien character of the iircscnt iiovcrumeiit of India, 
Ro ori;tiiiaatiiMi could be mow vitally Interested in the CHt iblidiinent of true 
democracy in thin country than i« thU Conference. For ire realUe th.it only in the 
atinoephcn of tolerance, lairplay aitil comonimitte which deroocraoy oreatee can a 
Free Preee exiet Free Praia meana free diaeueaion which ie like breath of life to 
demoermty. Thus a Free Preaa ia ae eeaeiitial to true domocra <7 ae true democracy 
ie to a Free Frees. 1 eubmit. therefore, theJt the eiidiii); of the vresmt political 
deadloch and the eetabliahmcat of a truly t>opulur (tovciiimeiit aa as ur;;ent from 
our )>oiiit of view ae it may be from auy other. I mey, however. ^ alhwed to iid 
that iKiliticel freedom io India will uot ncceiHiirny uii>aii the ejtabliehineiii of true 
democracy- We bare tberefofe, to iriiard au.uoHt the dauju;er of a totelirarian reffine 
takina; root in a Ficc India. Vitnlly interested ns the I'rcHs ivilt ulivays be in 
assertii^i; end preservina; its fretti vii, it will have a atreat part of pUy i.i the ihap« 
int^ of the future cons'itiition uf indin. And ae the reprebcuutive urbanisation of 
the Preei. ihie Conference, 1 feel confident, will arrow from etrenatth to sireiiatth 
and will have inereasiiii; opportunities of eerviuK the cauee of democracy iu thie 
country as well as of the freedom of the Press.*' 

PRttinENT’B Tribute to Lord Linlithgow 


I have no desire to be uiifsir to the Governiuent of India and the Provincial 
Governments, nor csii I let this opportunity pass without referrina; to the siwiat 
contribution made by the ez-Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow^ to the establishment of the 
eonsiiltative machinery and to the tribute, wholly deserved, which lie aiaid to the 
Press ill one of his epeecbes before leaving Uds eoiintry. The (tresent Viceroy too, 
in one of the interviews he gave to the Press in JAiiidon before arriving in this 
country, emphasised the important part which the Press pisys in the public life 
of the country. 1 have atH>liot the slightest hesitHtion in acknowledging that some 
officials of the Govcinuicnt of ludTa and ceriain provineiiil governments hire 
endeavoured to keep alive the consultative machinery for ordinary purposes. Our 
grievance, howovtr, is tl.at whcitcvtr it has suited ihciii tl-.y have shown scant 
respect to the spirit of the l^ellii Agreement. ls<om«> of t hi nit agsin, have contended 
tliat there are no statutory restrietions gainst the Pnws snd ilist rditorial eomment 
has been free. The question, however, is not so inneh as to bow many statutory 
reiCrictloiis there sre. 'ihe fact is that wheiK vtr (roveitimcnl want tinder tli 
convenient Defence of India Kulcs, they promuIgNie resiricihma of the Presa, which 
though of a tcmiKirary character, are no lest indtfiusiiile tiicroacbmeiits on our 
liberty. As rt garda freedom of comment the order strved by the GoveriimenC of 
Bombay regarding comments on Gaudbiji’a Inst and ibc rreent artion taken against 
the Aniriftt Bazar Palrika are an eloquent proof of the fact tiiat comnicnt ia free 
only during the )'1caeurc of the GovernnK iit. If il c spirit < f the Delhi Agncmenl 
is to be kept blive. our right to coiiKuitniiim in regtiid to sio M-siriciiors that may be 
contemplated must be rccogidsrd in iTHC^ke. In caa s of rjiTtal emergency, it may 
not always be possible for Govetiiment to do so. Jtiit in Mich cases. Go^irnment 
niual, at the earlitsl possible opi oituuitv, place the lesirkiit iis imposed for couti- 
deration before us and amend or rescind tliem sh may be iciouimeudid. 


' Frredom or THE Press 

The Chairman of the Associated Press of Ameiics reccmly pro|io8ed that the 
peace confennee, wher. It meets, should gtiarsnne ficiiiom of the Prtss^ throu^iOttt 
&e world, that it should also giisrautrc freedom of sgi ncirt to make international 
exchange of news, equal ■I'CTesBihiliiy to all olticial news snd transmission lacilitiee 
and the prohibition of biassed propaganda iu any news strvtce. Tbete are excellent 
prot>osalfl and miide none loo soon. Mr. Pnmner Welles, jormer U^r-Bemtaa 
of Bute of the l). f^. A. Government writing on them i» the Netr York fferala 


Tribuna* says : ... ^ 

**\Vhen there is born a popular conviction that any nation which refuses its 
psopls the right freely to worship, frevly to express tin mselves^ within the llinits 
which public security rtqiiireiK-and freedom to obtain sccurste .knowledgS of whst 
transpires both within snd wiibont their boundaries is a esnse of danger to all 
other people, Just so soon will tbeiw tbriw freedoms be for all time esiabltshed as s 
mighty bulwark to the future peace of the hnman race. 

^ “W that rcaHOD.** Mr. Welles concludss, ’‘tbe editors and publishers oi tlte 
United Htates ate performing an all-important aervice for their country and lor au 
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eotinteiai io this task**. It is not neceiMry for mo to add muthing to irhat Mr. 
Bumner Wellei RavM. I have no doubt there la not ooe amonitet yoia .who wiii not 
wholehearlcdly euduree the propoaal of the Chairman of the Aaioelated Ffeaa joi 
A •nerien. May I on yoitr b.^half aay that we of India fully oaeociate oor- 

hItIi the K<l)t>ni anti l*t:!iliK!iera of the Uuitid Btaua In the move ihry have 
made* with tliia addendum that when the t*eai:e i^onferenee icnarauteto freHiom of 
the Preaa and other freedoma to all nations of the world, the guarantee for India 
ahould t 01 be on paper alone. 

R e an 1 a 4 te n a 

Latk Alu. Ramahand Chaitbrjbi 
Mr. Brelri thrm moved from tlie Chair the following reaolution : 

The A. I. N K. Conference in deiply tcrievtd over the death of Mr. Ramanand 
\.bo deui.i i I im vholo life to ilie utMintenance of b^li ataiidarda of Jonr- 
iialifiu uiitl wiiunc aervii'CH in Uiia connection piovided an ioapiration and Kuidanee 
t(j Vw. protes^^ioii. (joiifcteiiee pliicea on record ita appreciatiou of Ida iitvalu- 
'ilc ^*Tvi'*ra for the (‘iiltural npUftmeut of the country. 

T^c ri'^ttlutiou wae .adopted uiiHiihiiouely all Btaudiiig. 

Teiuittbs ro Mr. K. Shinivaraii 

Mr. iH oatlan Gandhi jn<ived a ireiiotiitiou thahkhii; .the outKoitiR Preaident and 
f*\**.rf Kwiri;. f^i fine' 1 non of hia werviceH. *lhe. .renolntion waa aa lollowa : 

The A., d . N. h. CuirfeiieiMie jdacoe on record ita warm appreciation of the work 
jf Mr. K. S.-inivasari. the ontHOtni; Prenideiit, during hia tenure of office for over 
two Aeata. it ia leritely due to Mr. t^iinivaaaiiT uiuiriiie and pioneerinR zeal that 
the Confeii'n e Ima been fdaced on atnniK foundatiniia. By hia diligence and example, 
?.lr. brinivaHwn aucceaaftilly brought about harmony and a aeuae of unity in the 
i lurt AUKtic profeitrtion. 'J'be Prfaa ‘if f diit ia gratef il to Mr. Siinivaaan f r the 
M vain obi f j eervirea rendered by him 10 the joiirnHliatic profeaaion in the country 
Miid Itu* niaiiitaining ita (Hgiiiiy and figbta in tbeae difficult timea. 

'life rr olutioa, Mr. I»evadaa Gattdlii aaid, did not contain a aingle idle word ; 
if muydiing, it underatated the pOt.ltion. llie reacAniloii aa it atood expreaaad what 
tifiaiMijiig GommiAtee of the Oonleience fdl on the point mid it had been adopted 
nnasimotiKly. !t waa at a criHcai moment in the j niTnaliaitc world that Mr. 6 rsni- 
vnaati waa invitid to take nj) the Icaderahip of the Presa and he waa glad to aay 
that Uiey iiad no diflicuUy in |•crHtl^ttlg Mr..Srinivaaan to realiae that it waa an 
(iccaaiaJi when Lu ti.aJ lo ikkti up virtually tiie Managing I'Mltorahip of the entire 
]*reea in India. (Cheerg) J^'ever for a riuglc moinent find tlicy the oeoaaion to regret 
the clioied they men mode. I hi re w aa cvf ry r>oaHibjHty at the time — it waa in 
1 UU> of the Preae mh a body being completely wiped out of eziatcnce. llianka to 
Mr. Srinivaaan'a proi^tiiig winga, the Preaa had not only not been wiped out ol 
exialriice but the wlinlc coriaidracy to r.'i|)e it out of exiatence had been ahattered 
once Utr all. On t!:o orcuMion he had referred to, they retired to bod in the night 
expecting tiiat the next morning iiewa^>afi<*rB were all going to be auppreaeed ; Mr. 
Sriiiiva^Mii waa up and toiling all the time, and the next morning iiiatead of the 
iit.wrt of the dieaater tiiai waa cxfiected. he waa in a poaition to convey to the 
t.\iufci«’ni 0 the htippy iiewa of a verv favourable compromiae. 

tloutintiing, Mr. iJcvadas Onnahi said that the Preae had had to compromiae 
wirb the Government on many an oocaeion. Many of the compromiaea for which 
Mr. Srinivasan atood and waa mainly reap«'>nsiblc for but in which every member 
of ill-! r^iiaiidiiig Oommitteo uiihcaiutiogly aaeociaM biinaeif with Mr. SrinivaaaD, 
were forced upon them by circumatapeea. Mr. Srlnivaian had been able to prove 
tliat the Preaa i^osaefatKi atreiigth of character much more |>erhapa than any other 
perann in that poaition in those difficult itroeR could have done. 

T '::6 Preaa, the api:itker coutinued. bUuuld make it clear to Mr. Sdnivtaan that, 
in adopting the reaolution. It waa in no aeuae aaying good-bye to him. Without 
liit) L iiidai.ce and iiia protecting wingi^ and all that ilicae mean*, the Preae in India 
would have a very poor chance i'^dtted. Ue hoped fervently that Mr. Srinivaaaii 
w Hilil never flag in hia interest in the welfare of the Preea. To call him mertrly 
a g cit leader of the Pr<*«s was not doing him juatiee. He waa, quite apart from 
bin cmneciio'i with tne ITeaa. v>ry great personality.** 'I'he a|)eakir leariii 

to be a very great admirer of Mr. tiriiiivasan. 'J'be great ehorm of hia neraonaliiy 
waa that he waa not **a creature too good for human nataTe*rt daily food.** Many of 
them, therefore, liked to be aasoeiated with a person who waa ’pre-eminently human.* 
In that small frame of hia, be encloaed the peraonality of a giant. Tha tame 
great peraonallty wae evident in every line of hie well-ohiaelled fece and the ipeuker 
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. _ of thAl pmoMHIy. UboMo oo oftiti 

if M POim of ddlooolloB ho vooM liht oln^lmi to oolor iolo o elooo oomo 
of Mr BrioivoMo’o Wrinoo oiid dofoeto. Bat io Boor woo Mr. SrloiTioon to Iho 
tpookerVi owd idoo of tho porioet aioo« that bo foil Ihol if 0117000 woo qaolifled 
to dioeoto or oonoid*'r hio wookocoM* it woo Mr. BrinWoooB hloMolf ond oerlainly 
not ho (Mr. Dcrodoo). 

Olio thiBK ho would like to rotor to on Uio oeeotioo, ond thot woo thot if one 
woo o eollooxao of Mr. Briniooeon, 000 ohould olwoyo bo proporod. ot tomo oto|ee 
or other, of iooarring oomo little ouepieioii from Mr. SritilTotoii. Bat whot 
heppeoed T Mr. SriniTooon woo *oa ostroordinory men** and when ho oaopeeted 
anraio, tho lottor oomo olooer fl» him leoliiw inotiBetirolf *hero io a man who ia 
only tryina to impoao a hiKhor otandard of oondaot.** *Onoe a eolloogao of Mr. 
Srtiiifoaaa. alwayoo oolloagoo of Mr. SriolfOiOB'*— that eortainly woo tho opeokeT'o 
feeling and hia doelorotioo of olloKianoo. 

Bpeakinc for *tbo root army of oompetont moo, young and old, who worked 
undor Mr. Briniraaon*'. Mr. Deradao Gandhi aaid that It waa trno to oay : Ninoo on 
omplojeo of Mr. Brlolranan. alwoya hla omployoo.** That waa beoanao tho protootlon 
Mr. Brinivasan pare woo not only in the matter of pay— and It waa oertainly rary 
•ubataiitial pay— bat in the way in whieh ho treated hia employee, the eonfldenee 
which he placed in him, and tho way in which he dealt with each poraon'a 
difficnltiea and tried to aympathiae with him and remora difficttltioe. Tho apeaker 
had learnt of thia from many an employee oi Mr. Briniraaaii and alwaya admired 
him for tho sneooaa he had attained in that rather narrow aphero of being '‘a boaa”. 
Boma of them knew— he wiahed more of them knew it— vhat Mr. Briniraaan wae 
deaeribed by o large circle of people both with awe and affection aa beta ; ha 
waa in truth *a great ooaa’*. Age reeted lightly on Mr. Briniraaan, and be had no 
doubt that m the normal way Mr. Briniraean waa daatined to lire long and in bia 
hundredth year would be aa derotad to the oaaee of Indian Journaliam aa he waa 
to-day. (Cheera). There wae no intereet nearer to hie heart than the progreaa of 
journaliem In India. 

*Tf there ia one exhortation, I would make to you, Mr. Briniraaan," Mr. 
Deradaa Gandhi oontinuod, *it le this. Tbb Hiiido ia the great monument you 
hara eroated. 1 am not nnmindful of the fact that a good part of it waa a heritage 
from yonr great father* Yon do not perhapa koow that, in the .Innormoat reoeaaea 
of my hoart, I hare fait a brother to yoa, beeauee 1 looked upon yonr father aa my 
own father; Thoae feelinge 1 learnt to oherieh wl^an 1 rialted him in roor office in 
3919 and thoae eoenee came back to my mind when I aaw hla pfoture in Tbb 
U iMDU Office the other day. Tbb Hibdu, ae we know it to-day, ia tha eraation, I 
aay again, of Mr. Briniraann. 14 ow 1 want yon, Mr. Briniraaan, to apread youraelf 
out, darote youraelf to ereating the eame urge of n perfeet nowapaper in all nawa- 
papera of India, to forget the indiridual futaraat of yonr own monument and to try 
to bring the rirtuee of T^b HiliDU to other newepapera of India alao, I am aura 
Mr. Briniraaan can ancceed in doing that.'* 

Mr. Deradaa Gandhi wiahed to make an exhortation to the Incoming Preeldent 
alao and that waa not to hoaltate— be waa merely roicing hia peraoiial opinion— to 
enlarge the acope of the Goofereoea. *If wo tie oaraelrea down to mere cditoriel 
maitera,* tho apeaker laid, "and to a too narrow definition of wimt we regard ae 

... ... — L There are rery 

) the country 

, quarter. Here ie 

thia organlaad body whieli ean, perhapa, do a lot and, therefore, I would it tiM to 
find oot areonaa of rendering greater eerrioe to the nation aa a wbde. I would not 
go into detaili^ bnt thia ia a matter which we can conaider in our Gonfeience. Mr. 
Briniraaan, I am enre, would not only bo eminentlr qualified to, but would ^ 
oueoMifnl, if he tried to enlarge the ecopt of ^the Oonfereoce. Lri me eoimla^ 
with the prayer that Mr. Brlolmean be eodowed with long life and tool he ehoald 
lire many loim yeara to aarre aa n liring Inapiration to the world of ioomaliam in 

oi Oo TfmM of ^ 

it gore hhn wety great pteeanre to be ^le to pay hie tribi^ to Mr. BrinlrMo who 

I oa a L. 

_ _ thair rlgbtB 

n gpiifl tIuMa'who wonld enoioaeb npon tl^ th^ looked to Booth India. Any 
iiko\awBtaythlBg hbnnt Joninnllaaa^ Bmt thia waa 


nntcen," uio apeaBor aaiu, auu m niirruw uvuhi»kvh 1 

odiioriu motion, wo .holl not ba ddne onr dutT by opt epootry. Tb« 
iow otKooiood bodin io this oqantry who on oblo to do full nttlee to i 
ond it io in need of oven ouneo of oetTiee it ean KOt (nn ,***'T_ 4 *otj 


H ROfo nat uwry fnn, p i ooo n n w o. om. w yn 

bod guidad thobontaoMO dwioc tbo ‘^no ioitiol yonn of nry gna 

It m oteaiifwot. oltboogb it mtabt m* ' 

that wbHiSt eSm UUm lortMd te •,^•*1* J® 

ognfaMt tboao wbe woidd oMiooeb mpqu Uiom. ^ lo^ to Boutii I» 
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la ladb wooM da; 


jvwaa am eooia aatwoa aoaai. bbmum ** ^ 
j ha IdilM waa la a mtj lamiiiw^ iSoaS^ ^KoTnaa waa 

, tlia aaaM attaoaphiia that ha fall atatj tiaM ha aaimd hia aab*EdUtora’ 

fa BamlNiT (eham) Mr. 8rMva§an praaldad la IMD Offar a aacatlng **ihe 

llhiaf whloh had aavar bcaa aaaa bafoiaP* ll waa a gatharlog al {ouraaliata, ha 
waa ateoai foiag to aay **ootiai(ad iouraaliato,** whoaaaiaia pfotaai againal tfaa 
Ofdlaaadia of iha OofcraaMai ol ladla. 'Iliafa waa aa old aaylag In iha BIhle. 
*11 tha tnispal giva toth aa anaariaia aooad* who oaa laapaia hlMPlf for iha 
hatlla f^ Thm waa no aaecrtaln aoood abool Mr. Srialvaaaaa^a Imaipal on lhal 
oaaaaiim (ehatca). do graal a aoiia did Ihia fi(aiharlog maha lhal If ina walla of 
Jariaho did not tsaeilj eollapaa al laatl ihoaa wlihin Ihoaghi diaeiaiioa tiia halter 
pan of aaloar and lotl^ off talUng tha bnaiptiodii nawapapar aditora to go baek 
whaia thfj had eona frOF* Iboaghi ii baiter to aonpioaiiaai (Ohaara). do, thara 
waa Iha eompromlaa wbibh had goaa on from that day to Ihia— ooa of tha moai 
Talaabla Ibinga that had baopaara in ttia hlalory of nawapapm in India. Mr. dri- 
nlTaaan had praaidad orar *a hataroganaooa eollaotion of paopla* ; hot, thay had all 
ona inlaraat^and ii waa hara that thair aneoaaa lay^lo protael ihalr own righta and 
Intaraata aaalnal aneroaahmanta from whataaer qaartara anoh aneioaahmanta eania. 
Thay atooa by tbair righta. If otia kaaw aomam.og of tha difrareuoaa that cropped 
np in a body of ao many widely dirarganl Intarfeia, ona wonld hara aoma idea of 
Ilia akill and ability with which Iha ratiring Praaldaiii handled, ha would not eay a 
lafraatory bnl a pretty mullah laam” (laughter). It waa diflk^ult indeed to gat 
them all to aan alikai bni daapita dirarganaaa, thay did And anity-^nllj in diramity. 
Thai ha aonaiderad to be one of tha graaieai tribntaa ha aoold pay to Mr. Brioi* 
raaan. That al any rata* waa ooa of the thinKa which the Oonfaranca eonld ahow 
aa an anampla to the real of India. If tha real of India would gal togatbar like 
tha Nawapapar Editora, than **wa will go a long way towarda onr goJ*. Ha did 
not wiah to ambarraaa Mr. Brinivaaan by furlhar tribntaa. Ha fall that whal bad 
ao ably bean aaid by Mr. D§vadat Gandhi waa entirely deaerrad. Bomawhal of 
a lata«oomar aa ha waa to tha Editora* Oonfarenoa and a oonren to tha aanaa^ ha 
wlahad to heartily andoraa ararribing aaid aa to tha qualltiaa of Mr. Brlniraian. 

In Ihalr difflcnltiaa with the Gofarnmcnl of India, Bir francU aaid. the Praaa 
had often aoma up againai aariona oppoaidon, ao thai aomalimaa ihinga locdnd Tcry 
black and tha proopeot of oomiog to a aatiafactory aattlemani on matlera al iaana 
rary gloomy indeco. £?an al tha moat critical and depraaaiug timaa Mr. Srinivasan 
naaar loat hia aanaa of humonr. Hia randy amila and tha way in which ha aoold 
langh al trouble had many a lime woo over donbting Thomaaaa. Aa ona of Mr. 
Briniraian'a devoted diaeiplaa in tha grant work of bla Oonfarenoa. ha fMl the 
tribute paid by tha body to Mr. Brinivaaan wall daaarvad. Ha hoped that aa d 
prograa^ Iha Oonfaranca would oontinua la tha path whieh Mr. BrinivaBan 
aarnaatly and aucoeaafully put Ita iael on. 

Mr. dmritJUa/ Snih, aupporting Iha raaointion, aaid ha balongad la a 
diflinant from that Mr. Srimvanan balongad lo and ha waa not Mmaalf very eon- 
Aden! of raaulta whan tha Oonfaranca alartad on Ita work. Mr. Brinivaaan ravcalad 
a bnantifttl bland of indapandanoa, moderation and diplomatic, ikill and a capacity 
to aonduol buaincM taotfullv and tbua help tha Oonfaranca ho tide over diftenltiaa. 
Iba nature of Iha difBaull Uma gave ibam Iha nian lo leaddiom through and during 
tha thran yanra of hia praaldautahip Mr. Brinivaaan roan equal lo tfm datim ha 
uadartook and Iba Irual repoaed in him. 

Met /• JT. Afvadi'har aaid that whanavar he thonghi of the outgoing Piaai- 
dent* ho waa lamindad of G, JT. Gokkak whom ha taaamblad. in lhal bn nlwayr 
triad lo tea hia opponenib point of viow and whUo never yiaiding hit fnndamaaia 
priociplai^ bring Iba opponent round, bo aoeoeanfat wan Mr. Brinivaaaa in aAeiina 
oompromiaea that many n pnpar IhnI had nuapeodad publianllon 
ieranea waa atartad, found it poaaihio and hooourabla to ceaumo 
Mr. BaoMoath Qonnka aaid that ha bud known **oar Chief. 1 
eould thaiafora. apeak wlih^ .l - 

mambar of the Oahinai and ol the Oopoaition.’* Althongh tbay 
•avaral ooaaaionu ha could aay withoni fanr of ooumuliotion ‘‘ 
navar bm ilUwUl. Mr* BriatvoMui could not bate or dialika anyoaa; K patem. hiBpt 
to do ao. Mr. Briulvaana mi^i not aaam to potaaaa tha quality of n Ubhm ; hnk 
lau it baeame iuaviiahla. ana oould rarely And n Aghla^ type oTB* Biiati 
mo. (Ohaara). Bot.fpr.hii great aUliiy aod ta ^ timjQMilBHnM would oak hnvo 


Oon^ 



(Ohaara). . - 

ban tbm to meat iu Madraa. Mr. Srinivaanu 
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hte WM to loft bln. Bo woo boMon to tiio ooio ood • inofliioo Bnl to InI. 
Tbo oototoodioff qiulltioi vbleb wookl otriho ooyooo i^t Mr. drioivooM mm hk 
drility of tonpor, owoei oibblliiy mod loBolo oentlonoio. Ono nlfchl ooooio btao 
of bdoK riffhl or wrono, but nobody foald oeonoo bim of Ming ildet with wnnig. 
Mr. tSrfnivMon bod boon n otonnob ond eonoiotoni notionoiitt, noror eompionitelng 
on fnndomentnl loyot^ to tbo country. Uo bod onooeoifQlly i te cr td ibo Vfm 
tftrangh *'wotori Infoitod oltb oroonl Altbongb ho might not bo Aiotl* 

dent in tbo ooming yeor the opoeker woo onio Mr. Srinimoen would bo o guiding 
laotor of tbo orgoniaotion wbiob bo boo built, nonrlibod nod brongbl up to tbfi 
pooition. (Obcen). 

Mr. ooiociotcd himedf wbole*bcorted1y with the profloui apeohora and 
acid tbni no tributea ouuld be {ueter or groator than thoae paid. In iMO, tbo Piaea 
in India wao confronted with a crieiaendi aa bad nerer beiore fared It, nod for It 
the queetion waa wbotbor it ebonld eziat or not. The criola called for a leader who 
would take tbo Freea forward and In Mr, ttriulraaan they found the loader. ^Ho 
baa led ua on a path.** Mr. Brelri aaid, **whieh bae ahown to na that we aball bo 
able to broaden the bnaia of our freedom aa time goea on. 1 bare no doubt that 
Mr. Briniraaan will be alwaya with ua to guide na and help ua and we aball alwaya 
bare hia oo-operation.*’ 

The reeolution waa then adopted by tite Conference nnanlmouely. 

Mr. Breivi then garlanded Mr. Brlnifaaan aaiidet loud oheera. 

Mr. Srinivaian, rep^ing. aaid ba waa utterly orerwhelmed by the generona 
tributea peid to him and hit work He felt too emberraeacd to ezpreae in edcqoate 
terms what he felt on the O(*oaeioo and he would therefore coo lent hlmeeU with 
aayiog that be would atrifa hia beet to deaerre them. 

llio Gonfercnee then adjourned for tea. 

After an hour's adjourn men t the Conference met again for the erenlng eeaaion. 
Mr. Breivi pfeniditig. It apminbd a Buhjeota Committee, eonainting of IB membera 
to draft reaoluiiona to be placed i>efore ti»c Conference. Hnminationa for the naw 
Standiog Committee were also called for. The Oouferenee then adjourned. 

Reaolutioai— 2ad. Day— Madraa^ 11th. January 1944 

New Stavdivo Coumittbb Foembd 

The Conference resumed its eitting at y-I-iO p.iD. on the neat det. the tllk. 
Janumr* ^beo the reeulta of the election to the Btanding Committee oi the 
A. i. rf. E. 0. for 1944 were announced. 

The following 21 memhere were declared elected to the Btanding Commltlce ; 
Mr. K. Srinivaean (The JSfifidn). ^ir Francis Low {Timee of India), Mr. Devndaa 
Gandhi (Hindvetan Timee, New Delhi), Mr. J. N. Babni (National Call, Mew 
Delhi) Mr. 1. M. Btepbene (Sfateeman, Cah^utte), Mr. A. B. Bbaratban (Aaeociated 
Preee of India), Mr. 'lualiar Kanti Ohoah (A, B, Putrika), Mr. Kamanatb O^ka 
(Indian Expreee), Mr. D. Amridal Bheth (Janmobhoomi, Bombay), Mr. Bamaldaa 
Gandhi { Vandemaiaram, Bombay), Mr. M. Uarria (Ajmat, Bombay), Mr C. B. 
Brinivaaan {Swadeeamitram), Mr R. D. Maheawari (Nav Bhurai. Magpiir). Mr. 
A. D. Mani {Hitavada, Nagpur). Mr. 8 B. Vaaaii (Anomia Vikatan, Madraa), 
Mr. H. R. Mohary (Samyuktn Karnataka, Hu)»li\ Mr. K. runnUh (Sind Obeerper), 
Mr iC. Brinivasan (Free Preee Journal, Bombay) Mr. B, Hblea Kao (Btnidoy 
Hindu, Madraa), Mr. B. V. Bwami (Free Preee, Madrat) and Mr. Vidyabatkar 

(Aj, Benarea). FAciuTimi for A. I. N. E. C. MsMBBaa 

The Conference parsed two more reaidiitiona before concluding its eeaeion. 

Ihe firat teaoluiioo whicti waa moved from the ebair and paeeed read aa 
lollowa ; ‘Thia Conference rcqueaia the Governmtnt to provide imaaporia and ^aoapori 
faeilitiea to aueh memliera of the A. 1. M. E. C. aa may wieb to vialt Euglimd. 
America and other countries at their own eziienae at the preaeot juiicittia wiUi full 
liharty to meet people of their choice end to expreea their viewa freely.” 

EOOVOAflO OOKDlTPiW OF WORKlFO JOUBFAUSTB 

Mr. J. N, SahtU moved and Mr. K, Srintoaean Of Bombay aupportad m 
aaooud reaoluiioo which ran at follows : ^ * au w a 

••This Oonferenoe dirceta the Bunding CommiUee to apiioiat mmken to 
confer with the propnetorial organiastiona and formulate ptopoeala for tka Impio* 
vemant of the economic condition of working joornaliata. 

Mb. BbkiaVI*s Appbal ^ 

Windiog np the proeecdinge, Mr. S* A. Brelw, the Fraaidantt thanked Ibo 



m XBB 111 INDIA WOMEN'S OONFEBBNCE ( amoAT- 

_ lor Ibo oo-opmliOB tad opicit of ooconoodotloa they bad aboini vhiob 
bln to oonduel lha p w aaodioga anooUily and naka the Oouiarenee a 

Ha hoped the aaiM banaonUm apirit would eontinua to mark the pro- 

oaadioii of the Oonferenoe in the montha idiead, ao that the orgauiaation miieht 

K m worn atrangtb to atKiigth. Beferriog to a remark by one of the dalagataa 
I tba Oonfeiaoca waa a war*tlma baby and that it might not aorfira it^ Mr. 
Bratri afarrad that it waa not a war-ilaaa baby. The Gonlaranca waa a folly ra- 
praacntatifa gathering of the Praoa of India. In fact, ihaia waa no oiganiaation in 
India whidi ^DOttld eUm a greater rapraaaolad?a charaetar than the All-India 
Mawapapar JSditora* Gonferenea. It belonged to no party and it waa open to afory 
BawMMpar in the country, IrraapecUya of ita editorial policy, to {oin the Conference. 
Mr. Brelfl appealed to inch of the newapapera aa had not yet Joined the Coi«ferenca 
to ipiB it and thua make it atrooger. The objeet of the Conference, aa ha had 
ezplainad in the cooraa of hie praaidenUal addraaa, waa to prcaerya the high tradi- 
tlona and alandard of JonrnaUam in India. It would be the object of tba Coti- 
lerenca to aaenra to ita membera the right of azpreaaion of their yiawa freely and 
faarlaaaly. 

Mr. BreM thanked the Recaption Committee for the elaborate arrangementa it 
bad made to make the Conference a aneoem and to make the membera’^ atay in 
Madraa ?ery comfortable. 

Mr. BnlvL in concluaion. thanked Mr. dT. SrinivaBan, the former Preaident, 
for bia he^ and guidance in conducting the proceedinga. 

Mr. C. Sriwva$an, Editor of the 8wadB$amitram, then propoaed a TOte of 
thanln to the chair, which waa carried nnaoimoualy. 

Mr. J. N. Sahni (NaHonai Call) paid a tribute to South India which, ha aaid, 
waa the aeat of journaliem in thia country and aaid that tbeir fiait to Madraa waa 
more in the nature of a pilgrimage. Recalling that the preylona aeaaiona of the 
Confcranoe ware held drat at Delhi, right amidat the amell of melting lead and 
doc, and aeoondly at Bombay in an atmoapbere which reminded tliem of bnalneaa 
and adfertiaementa. Mr. BoAui aaid the third aaaaion of the Conference had aptly 
been held In the nrtiatic Gemini Studios. Be thanked Mr. B. B. VaBan on whoae 
ahouldero had fallen the brunt of making tbeae elaborata arrangements. 

Mr. Nrimal OhoBh and Mr. B. Ben Gupla, on behalf of the Bengal journaliata, 
inyited the next aeaeion of the Ooolmace to Calcutta. Mr. Brelfi, the Preaident, 
autcd that the Stonding Committee woold bear in mind their inyitedon at the time 
of fixing m the yenue for the next eeaaion. 

The Oonferenoe then eoneluded. 


The All India Women’s Conference 

17th. Seanion— Bombay — ^7lh. to 10th. April 1944. 

Pfoeeedinge of the fikaaloa 

For the acoood time in ita abort life of 18 yeare the Annual Semion of the 
All-India Women's Conference was held in Bombay. Thia Beaeioo wae held after 
a gap of 2 yean. Un for innately, owing to the unsettled political condition of the 
countiy and the impriionment of both Preaident and President-elect no Session 
oould be held In 1243. The enthusiasm with which this Session was rcceiyed and 
acclaimed altower Indk prorea without a doubt the hold the Women'a Conference 
has on the hearts of women throughout the country end its influence nod im- 
portance aa n lead-giying organieation. 

The arrangementa made bw the Reception Committee, the grnndenr of the 
Model and the abnormal crowds of yieiton that attended all the mr days’ seasions 
did foil justice to Bombay’s reputstion ee the premier city of Indie. Mot only wee 
the heterinl nrsangemenu for the comfort of the delegatee on n good eeele hut the 
whole spirit both tntellccinal end emoikmal of the Semion wee on n scale end of 
oharecter not known hitherto. The detegntee were In wondeftnl form, their nign- 
mento cogent A spirit ^ of gO'^aheadnees peryaded the diaenaeione. There were 
many new-come*%. The yonnger ecetlon of edncnied women eecmed to have woken 
to the potentialities of the Womcab Conferenee end isiMie n determined bid to 
ntillm it to 111 fullesk client Ibe old system of Sofaierta’ Committee and Plenniy 
Bmilon wan mfmted to m tbe Cbmp Syelcm bad bem ided and fenad wantiag. 
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ns In one lor cqanllte and Hn Uttar anlifcoaiim wblUi axittod In ttm 
Wflti betwaep wn Mm netar nmnd Its way Inlo our raaka. Oar anciant tradi- 
tion baa baan ona of eomradaaliip and wa look forward in tba fntore to iu growth. 

Ska waa glad to atata that tha naainberahip of tha Oonfarenaa wax on tha 
IneraaM and toai nora and oMna woaMn in tha mofnaail araM warn baginning 
to raailM tha adfantagea of Mning tha woman^i nofamant. tiha hoped the tinw 
would aoo II coma whan hnndtada ol hranahaa of tha Oonfannoa would apring np 
all o?er tha aonntrv, . ^ 

Tha Work of the Oonfhranaa dnring tba two paara that had paaaad ainaa tha 
laat aaaaion waa mainly rallaf work lor tha aoiferara in tha oalamitiea which bad 
otarukan MIdoapora and anbaaquantlj tha whole of Bengal, and Bijapar Diatriot In 
Bombay Profinca. Workara of tha Oonleranoa had not only oollectad luiida but 
had rendered help in tha diatraaaed arena in even poaaibla way. In thin connection 
aha referred to tha AlMndia ^re the Ohildran Gonimittaa which had coma into 
axiatanee aa a raauft of eondltlona of Bengal. 

lira. Pandit referred to another tragedy which had cant a gloom in av^ 
Indian home tea. tha death of KMturba Gandhi who waa the aymbol of ideal Indian 
womanhood to thonaanda all 6?ar tha country. She appealed to women to help in 
the oolleetiona for xmiaing a auitable memorial, which it had been euggeated, abould 
talm tba form of an orgautaation for advancement of women*! education, a anbjeot with 
which the Conference wna very much ooncerned. 

Payiug a tribute to Bhrimati Kamnledevi, Mrs. Pandit obmrved that the 
Oonferenee waa fortunate in having her m their President for tha year. Bhe was 
one of tha foundation memiiera of the Conference and a valued worker. Her work 
for women both in India and abroad had done much to raise the prestige of 
Indian women. Mrs, Pandit waa apeoially happy to band over chgrge to a woman 
who waa her comrade in another and bigger aphere. She felt that all abe had left 
undone during her term m Prcaideiit would be more worthily accompliahed by 
Kamaladevt who would guide the Coi»f«reace with ability and courage. 

Welcome Addreas 

Lady Pnmlila Thaekeraey, Chairwoman of the Reception Committee, welcom- 
lug the President end Delegatee aaid : 1 wanted to deliver this address iu Gujarati 
which ia my mother tongue, bu^ 1 chose Hindi became it is important 1 ahoiild 
apeak in a language which delegatee from other parte of the country can under- 
stand. There le no other laiigusge except Hindi for that purpoae. If we all learn 
Hindi there will be no need for ua to learn any other language. 

After a lapae of fourteen yeare we have met again in Bombay. Bombay haa 
not remained impervious to the many changes that have taken place during this 
period. Although it is not the capital of India, Bombay is undoubtedly the 
greatest Oi>y iu India and it haa always given the lead in the matter of helping 
the rest of India, and relieving dietrees wherever it occurs. Bombay has played 
an important part in the orgauiaation of the Women’s Oonfereuce. Although the 
Oonferenee came into existence in 1926 its foundations were laid on a 6rm baaia 
in IOjO at the aesaion held io Bombay. Here I am reminded of late Lady Dorab 
Tata, the then President of the Reception Committee. Let me hope that the silver 
jubilee of the Ooufereiice will also be celebrated in Bombay. Last . year we could 
not hold the Coufereiiee because ol the poliiioai turmoil and the arrest of our 
national leaders. Even today we are meeting under the shadow of grief. The paaa- 
ing away of Eaaturba. the greatest of our women , ia a matter of profound sorrow 
to ua. bhe waa the embodiment of the virtues of Aryan womauhood and we all 
can draw iiiapiration from her. 

Her death baa caused a void in Gandliiji’a life which cannot be filled. Even 
ao it has caused a void in the life of our country. Indicn women owe a great debt 
to Gaiidhijt for the progress and advance they have achieved. 

The tad demiae of Bbri Ranjit I’andit ia still fresh in our memory. Mra. 
Vijaya Lakahml Pandit, the Preaident of our laat Session and the soul of our Con- 
ferenee haa made great aacrifioea with Mr. Pandit for the awakening and freedom 
of our couniry. We all sympatbiae with Mra. Pandit in her very aad bereavemeoL 

We keenly feel the absenoe of Bajkumari Amrit Ksnr, one of our closest 
friends end very aineere and active worker on account of her detention under tha 
Defence of India Rulae. 

It it our fortune, Kamhlndivl, that yon are here to preside over this con- 
ference. In what tarma ahall i introduoe yon to tha gathering T Yon are tha 
embodiment of world womanhood. Yon have done tiie greatest aerviee to year 
iiaiece in thie country by the ami lafoucahla imp r e a i i on you hara eiaatad abroad. 
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Tim huf Uikm Ikt kMocei fotentt Ib our OoBfomiM. Yob wmb mpOBilb1« lor 
IhB opmlBg of biODoIwi to dlffnool porM of iho oooBirj. la foeogattion of poor 
mnkm Iho Ooalnoooe deetcd jou geaefil Mfiiotorj Ihrioo. Now vbea Titol pio- 
bloMt taoB as joa bo?e aMomod tbo picaidoatabip of Um Ooafmaoo. Yoa m 
dttver, eulioM. f[lftcd mad talented ; yoo eio a orgealeor end yoa beve avaet 
oepeeity lor eervtee. By pertioipetiDg in the Intarnmtionel Woatan'b Oonforenoee at 
Berlin, Geaeee. Prague end Elieiaor ee ladla^e reproeentatieo and eery ably preion- 
ting our problems yon did a great serrlee to as and won ue the esteem of onteide 
ivorld. Yoa eleo diepelled many wrong notions about India that prevailed In 
other ooantrics. 1 am eolldeat that In the present critical jnnetare yoa will bo 
able to lead aa along the right p4th. 

It is a great pleasure, we have In our midst today Mrs. Barojini Naidu who 
has gone through a long period of detention and illness. Blie is not quite well as 

S Bt, and it i« her great interest in our Oonferenee that has brought her here today. 

rimati Naidu, we welcome you from the core of our hearte. 1 am sure that the 
Conference by presenting an address to yon will show its gratitude for all that you 
have done for us and the country. Yoa pave raised the status of Indian women as 
DO other person has done, and your contribution to Indian culture is by no means 
•mall. Your presence here is a great inspiration to as all. Yoa have brought 
luc re on Indian womanhood. May you be tong spared to ns. 

There a's many grave problems facing us today. The war of the great powers 
is still raging furiously, and it is enacting greater sacrifices from the pBople. Al- 
though we have no concern with the war we have been dragged into it. India has 
made great sacrifices both in men, money and material. We are ezperienoitig 
great hsrdahipa in travelling and getting the daily neoeeaitica of life. No one 
appeara to worry about the neede of the people ; and there appear! to >e no proe- 
peot of any improvement in the eituatiou. All round, we ece dietreee and famine 
la atolking Bengal and other parts of the country. It is a matter of sbsme for our 
rulers that in a vast agricultural country like India there should be such famines. 
It is Impsrstivc that under euesh cirenmetanoes we ehoold know whet it our duty. 
1 hope the Ooufercnce will give right and proper guidance In thie matter. 

1 am aware that India la a vaat country and there are numerona difficuUiee lo 
our way. We are divided. There are provincial, linguistic and other ditferencee 
which come In the way of our progreae. But If we approach our tssk In the right 
■pirit 1 am aura we can aocomplieh it. We have a great task awaiting ue in the 
villagea. Owing to certain difncultiee we have not been able to give ae much atten- 
tion to tbie queetion aa it deeervee. The vast maaeee of village women are illiterate 
and ignorant. I'bey are like frogs in the well. Their outlook on life neede to be 
Uberalised end broadened. In t^blt task we have a duty to perform. You have eet 
up a committee to deal wi*h thie problem. But 1 think greater emphaeie ebould 
be laid on thia work than ]»Hberto. 

The Conference publiehae a magasiue '*Boahni.'* Many people do not know 
anything about lt» Indeed thqy have not even beard its name, heoauee it ia in 
Eoglieh. 1 trust that it iiill be published in Hindi. 

Aa a reauU of the war many sdneated middle clesa girls and women have 
•ecured employment. It ie ncoaeaary to utter a word of eauiion that in tbia going 
forward there would be no blind imitation, for eueh Imitation would not help the 
promotion of culture. It Ie equally Important that there ia no neglect of the 
moral aide id education. It goes without saying that atroog mors** tv and character 
are eaaaotial to aucecaa. ..... . « t. 

There are aevcral womeu’a organiaetiona funetio^ng in mia country. I tnlng 
that there should be a close oo-oraioatlon of their efforts. If they 
unit^ end under a atoglc oivanlaation sad direction wc could achieve better 

Once again I azteud Ou oehalf of tba Baeeption Cknnmittee a warm 
to the Ddegatea and Visitora 10 the Conferei^ 1 hops you will ejmqae 


^ ^ na for 

our ^ortominga. Let na hope that ^ Ae time our nezl Besaion is held tbs war 


elonda will scatter eway, and there 

iiid India will acunira r * 

postia of pcaosi Mahati 


be harmony and peace 
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tm Am 9gp 1 bad Ibt pimvvt of wilaoBloK ymn Piwidml-cliel tad mmbm 
of tlM GNaadiBg OonmUtee to this on behtlf of Iho Mimidpol CorimtioD, 
BOW that 1 BBdmtood m lorn oumbn of dol^RolM bai oomo in. I would Kin to 
tionw€f to tbeoi m wdl the weroi wcleome whieb the dtliene of Bombay wonld 
dMire me to aiva them oo tbie oeeeeion. It fa all the more pleaeent to weloome 
you all beeamie In a way thia le the Orrl time alnee Angnet l042 that we are having 
a gathering of thie natoie in the eity. One eannot help looking hack ai>d being 
rcmliidcd of eotmaione of thla eort in the paet whieh are no longer perroieaibte in 
three daye in onr oonntry or in our dty. Yon have bronght added life to the eitj 
and raieed the level of ita eoneeionancee. and in that aenee yonr Conference hae 
eonirihuted to onr dvie life. 

Having eald that, 1 confem to an amount of bewilderment ae to the capacity 
in which i and my dietingniebed fdlow-eitifena who are invited here today are 
before yon* 1 ean only eurmise that our capacity ie aomething approximating to 
that of fraternal delegates from a fortunately non-ezietent All- India Men's Oonfe- 
renoe. (Langbter). At the aaine time, the fact that the majority of the epeakere 
on the opening day of the All-Indie Women’e CSonferenoe ehonld he man ie one 
which cannot but appeal to the vanity of the mere male. I do hope it meene an 
edmiwion that even when yon foregather, you cannot really do without ua. 

There are joat one or two pointe made by the retiring Preeident end the 
Annual Report of the Generd Becretery to whieh I wonld like to draw attention. 
'J'he first ^nt, which wae made by Mrs. Vijaya Lakahmi Pandit, was that thia 
ie non-partiaao organfaation. That is a point which ia wdl worth atreteing, becanae 
1 think that ia the eeoret of the auoeeMful growth and devdopment of the ( onfe- 
rcnee. I' think this Oonferenoe ia bonnd to grow end become more and more 
powerful as a factor in our national life only to the extent that yon can manage 
to retain that non-partisan eharacter. We have seen unfortunately in the case of 
certain other orgaoiaetions of thie nature, whether they were of the workere, 
peaeanta or etndenti. that they have all come to grief becenae of ettempto in a 
certain quarter to permeate end capture those orgenlaatione for partisan ends. 1 do 
hope that yonr Oonferenoe will be able to anrvivo any euch attempts and repel them 
firmly Bnd will keep Ite broad-based national ehamctor. 

The other point ie with reference to the Bceretery'e Report pertaining to the 
Abreme Training Camp. That Camp has aet a very fine fxample of whet your 
Oonferenoe oen do to meet the growing demand for trained women workere of 
varione kinds in our oountryeide. There ie a^ growing need for doetorc, teachere, 
nnraee and teehnidane of every kind, ineindlng those in eocinl servicee, ee well ae 
engineers, chemiets and others. And that want hae to be mot When one reeds of 
a plan like the Fifteen Yeere Plan, what one ia worried about ie not where the 
money ie going to come from, but where the men end women ere to come from, 
beenuef inch a ^an requires lake of treined tochoidena, both men end women, of 
▼erione kinds. Today, those men end women simply do not exist in eufficient 
numbers in our country. For every doctor we have today, if we ere to reach the 
IJoited Kingdom’s atenderde, we need at least i6 dootore; And for every niiree we 
have in thie country, we need H20 nnreee If we are to get anywhere oeet the Britieh 
atenderd. There is auoh e terrific leeway to make up, end 1 do hope that yon will 
follow the example yon have aet at Abrams and have eempe throndioat the country, 
in every province, end turn ont a large number of women, trein^ in eocial and 
other edeneea, eo that when our eountiy le free to embark on big plana of develop- 
ment, women will be there, to take op the work. I wish your eeaeion every auocfee, 
end, apa^ from bdng useful, I hope yon will find yonr stay In Bombay pleasant 

(Gheem). 2>ffat : Madame President Delejsetes to the All-India 

Women’s Oonferenoe end Frlende, I myaelf wonder ea the lest speaker hae done as 
to the eotnel plaoe I oocnpw when I am invited to attend the Conference. If 1 waa 
aaked to do ao as a aurvival of thoae who naed to hold what were euphnnietically 
called eocial eonfereneee at the end of everr eeaeion of the Indian National Congreaa, 
then I wish to rapol the snggeetion. For I am one of those who feel that the pro- 
grewi of the nation, and particularly onr own, no longer depends on the viciaaitiidea 
through whieh other oountriee paeeed In the ezperlmeute of helling nature wfieh 
were their fete. We stand today in a very different world In every aenee of the 
term. While there ie the thadow of a world war, there ie also the inepivation of a 
great example of the gcettael experiment of a etnpendona character In the applica- 
tion of feeadom and eqnallty to the ralationa of men and women end men and men 
In the liim* It » dint experiment which it the outatondiiig event of thia 
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Into no dwibt in ibem. in limci gone by ee wee pointed out 

•onetfmee ego by ^ veUring PioMmI them wet en eooeptenoe o! tbe^nelity of 
P*?. oi intertening derkneee when women fell 


with n ewtnin emcmnt of nthenocL Itie not theiefore by relreeing thiO' etep, but 
by entMy recwgMtoing our life that the women of this eonntry ere going to lend 
the Mrid. 1 if yon look et the wey in which the problem of women in Indie 
hm daring the lent & yeere beer tackled, I think it dewrree e ooneidereble nmoot 
of ^ngretidetion. For there nerer wee whet mey be celled e milltent movement 
which emko for the foot that there wee nerei eny reeietenee to the cleim which 
they made* An conality in the ephere of life, an equality for the pnrpoee of doing 
their duty, and emice to mankind, an equality claimed ae the leeult worke, ie 
an eqaality which conld in modern timee be never reeieted. It Ie not a mere 
matter of h. erieel anachroniem. but it ie a ceee in which we felt that in thie 
country we eeeaped the vicieeitudee of militant womanhood in other lande, and lor 
the eimple leeeon that it proceeded in a * manner which evoked not merely the 
entbueieem, bat the aaeietance of men whom yon have invited here to addreee> you* 
They feel that it ie not by aeeieting you tiiet they have done anything, but they 
reatiee that you have made your own progreee unimpeded by men eo fan ae thie 
country ie concerned. It ie a client and tacit recognition of a nrlnciple which the 
world leamed after a great deal of time and tronble. 

For that reaeon, I feel, Btaiidiug before you today and looking back to your 
work for the laet 17 yeare, it'ie a great pleaeure to find that we etaud where we 
etand today where no queetion can be rained. If yon look at the hietory of the 
lent three or four yeare in the matter of franchtee, the other day counting it over 
I found that while in every country, even in the European world, there wae the 
(queetion whether franchiee ehouid be granted or not, we had a franehlee of ona 
in every ten women throughout the connl^. I do not eee any reaeon why there 
ehould not be the edult franchiee applicable to women ae well ae :men. How they 
won the laet elcetione ie a matter of bietory and a matter of great eatlefaetlon to 
me ; it ie a matter for great pride in the way in whidhi they acquitted Ihemeelvea 
BO far ae the organieatioa of the nationel life of thie country ie concerned, 

1 aleo wleh to add' a word about what waa etatad in regard to one of tha 
mattere in which the Conlereace bolde a atrong opluiou. That ie, with reference 
to the pelting legielation, ae rimude the rigbte of woman ea they are calleA 1 
would prefer to call them the reetituUnn of their actual poaition. Whether ft Ie 
the matter of inteetata ■acceealon, or whether It ie the matter of marriage, tha 
appliaatiou of correct prineiplea of life ie an obligation and it Ie not a matter to be 
beffiod for. There are before the Aaeembly two bille. the Bill of Inteetate Sneoaeaion 
where nngradgingly they have reeognleed the right of inheritaace of the alatere 
along with their Drotbere in almoet every sphere and every grade. There ie also 
before tha Aaeembly a Bill codifying the Hbdu Lew on the queetion of marriage. 
It deals with two types of marriages, the sacramental and the civil, but even in 
sacramental marriage, the principle of monogamy ie sought to be obligatorily 
enforced. Tha principles while it appears revolutiouary, will restore that eelf-reepoet 
and dignity to man and woman which alone will piece ue In tha poaition In which 
we wi& to be plaead before tha world today. . ^ ^ ^ , ... « 

Thera are other matters which will anee before the Oonfaranoe, hut ep far 
aa 1 am coneemed, 1 feel that there should no move be eov argument nbont 
prinoipleB. The world has Been, as I said, Btapendons ezperimaDtal Mcceae ^ the 
appBeation of equality and freedom In all spheres of life and how it has viodloalpd 
itaelf in the vindication of freedom and democracy today. Lot u now under the 
inspiring gnidanee of the application of thia ^neipla proceed so that our alelera 
will haA no cause to say that Indian men did imt aari^ fn the raetitntion of 
society in the rehabilitation of thaiz own life and in fha reeonetmetion of 
fotuia ' which belongs to this land aa mneh as any other. 1 thank yon lor 


tha invitation. . ^ . 

Mr. Autie* Jt. C. Chagla : Msdsm FtssUsstt Ls^ ssd GsaUmsn, 
sMsed ts 1^ s wditMss siid I no kmgsi nndsistsnd polities. F 
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TBB AlXi ISDIA WOIUDI’B OOmsaom c mm.'W- 

bM mIt to look at ^ atokarisg to miH hem fill of Hlo oad 
oifto^otoi tbo Ifi'indb Ooatonme to. the om gMot omool toto 4hto 

ulipihM hoe far BO to ihot ft hM ew oto i • iitotfata alMn aBiiod «— iheotl 
mi%eei. Wobmi of ill ooBaaBlttoo, «f oU-MOto^ oad if i mmy m ao of ^ 
aoMO^ htOB dftiwt fORo of too eoutqrlMra ifflMiadBtMi thto platfeiB. ood 
ae too ^oftoao qitohno Wtc poiatod oat tlw bob . tootoM of toto eoofonaea to 
toot ft to 0 aattoooltoti wB-portto^ .faotitaiioo. ^ lo&o bob hove foitod to 
onoto ooeli o ptotfonn, oil too graotot gfatj to fikdton.iioaMB. (dsifMio^ 

Lodtoo 'and gttomaw, I am ante toot 'bmdop of In<Ko m not oloim oop 
liphto 00 wooMo. Tha ft^to toop elofar om m boauB beingo ; tow wot to 
bofo toe aoBO righto ao omb hove. The righto thw eftlM om logoi rii^to, oirie 
aid oaoBOBie righto. Thep dtom that Ihop aluMld hora toe eotoo togol 

§ 1b aoetotp oo/aieB hora ; thep cteiB that thep Ohoold hofra too oaau ri^to 
MoeUp 00 too BOB hora ; tow oloim that oooaotoleanp thep ohoold aot be 
loot opoB the father or too hoaboad, bnt ehonid bo iaaepeBdeat eooaoaiie 
I leal earttop toot thoM to bo dooger of the ladioa Womeoh OonfereBce 
eooatitatiBg itadf ioto a aenarattot bodp. for Beawato aake. «o do not want 
anp more ulbteBeea in our eoBnlr\ aorf On • mx war betweea bob 

ft&S WOflMDo 

It it my profoiiDd oon^ictioD thtl eoeitl reform ean ooly he toliuiTed by 
womtDe Men ere not tniBoltiiUy intoretted in eoeitl refornio lliey mty m 
intereeted in the poiiiictl freedom of the countr^r ; th^ mty be intereeted in 
economic or induelritl tdftnoement ; but eo ftr te eoeitl reform ie eoncerned it 
leteei them oold, bectnee our present eudety ie e mtn-mede eoclety ; men htTs 
mede the lewe end lit?e edminietered tfaein ti|d eyen if this world le in t meee 
it Ie t meeeuline meee. (Leugitter). Bn^ it ie lime, lediee end gentlemen, that 
women redreesed the btlenoe of the old world. All that they cltim it tbtt the 
•oeiety of Ae futnre should be t eociewy which must be made Joiutiv by men 
and women. The Itwe which ehould fcovem eociety must be Itwe unitedly made 
by men and women and I do not think that claim is too highly placid. 

Ladles end gentlemen, . Ae previous apekkera wondered wlipt role ezsctly 
we epeekere were suppoaed to play on Ais platform. I can offin aul explanation. 
When Madam Preeident inatead of drat delivering her preBidential addreas aeked 
na to apeak 1 realiaed Aat we were to play, to uae Ae lengnage of Ae theatre, Ae 

r ot curtain raiaera and Aat we were to precede Ae going*up of Ae curtain 
Ae presidential addrees. 1 shall be Ae last pereon to stand between the 
audience and Ae raising of Ae curtain. I am sure Aat during Ae term of office 
of yonr new Prendent Ae conference will reach greater aocceas. 

Mr. B. J. Wadia : Madam Preaident, Ladiea and Qentlemen, on behalf of Ae 
Univeraity of Bombay 1 welcome Ae Women’s Conference to Ae City of Bombay, 
and wlA it every aucceea. 

I have a grievance ; but it ia not agalnat the Preaident for having changed 
Ae programme. My grievance ia agdnat Ae organieera of Ae programme, beceuae 
when 1 asked what 1 was to apeak on, I was told->'NoAiiig in particular ; you can 
•peak generally and eay a few words.* (Laughter). 

1 Aall Aerefore, aay only a few words, and will stand aside for Madam 
Preaident to go on with her speech. In Ais wo/ld, and at Aia partienlar moment, 
we ere going Arough enormous ebangea. We take new views of the peat, we 
entertain new views and ideas of Ae present^ and we are making any number of 
plana for Ae future. Bo Aat we are entirely in a state of flux. In Ae West, 
eapeotally in England, women had to fight long to attain Ae poaition which Aey 
have attained. They got Ae right to vote after many yean. Having got Ae right 
to vote Aet hlao wanted a change in Ae rights to membership of property. The 
old adage or Ae law waa AuAand and wife are one’; but Ae wife retorted : *The 
husbend ie Ae one and not I.* They gradually got many Aaages mide in 
Aeir favour. 

In India Aioge have not yet attained Aat ahnge. In England women have 
atfoined Ae etege of ebaolute independence ; but I do not comment it as ideal, 
Aat men Aould be independent of women and women ehould be independent of 
men. 1 would raAer Aat there wee inteidepeudence between Ae two. WiAout 
Ae two oombining, no prpgreee will be pmible. 

I am eometimea told that education ia maldng eoonnouB progreaa in India. 
Judged from the largjff number of etaden to attending aohoide and oollegee, Aat 
may. ha eo, but Ae etatement ia not borne out faw Ae figures of litenwy in Ae 
ooantnr* la a oountry ia whieh only 12 per cent of the popuatlon ie literate the 
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progmt of fdaeotloii eonnot be ttid to be Mtteleeion* In eitiei like Bombay the 
nnmber ol clila attcndinfr eollem ia on the inefeaae, but in the vUlafiei, whidi k 
tht! real India, the proKreaa of literacy k Ttry alow indeed. 1 am looking forward 
to the time wbcii Uiia progrrM mill become more raidd, and 1 am anie that you 
are all alao lodnng forward to the aame end. 1 am anre that with the remomal 
of the dead hand of the paat. and when the tyranny of cuatom, tradttkn, and 
BiiiM^ratitton, ia no more, our women will make greater prngreaa in eduoatlon, 
whicii will ultimately lead to their emaneipaiiun. 

Borne of you may have heurd, if not gtudied, what it known aa the Sargent 
scheme of education. It is a coloaaal scheme involving a ooloaaal sum of money, 
and 1 for one am not ao very ootimistie aa not to care when* the money cornea 
from. Undoubtedly, an army of men and women teadiera will be r^uired, and I 
am Buro that amongat onr rdneated men and women vre ahali find many able and 
willing to teach. The right to vote la important, but it ia not everything. In 
countries like France, Switzerland, Syria and Egypt women have not the vote. 
Everything does rot depend on the vote. Much depeiida on the bocIrI tioaition of 
the women. In China they ray the wife rules the hiisbaud. 1 do not know how far 
it is true, but 1 read aome where that there ia no country where there are more 
hentterkt'd husbands than in China. (Laughter). What is really required ia that 
tl'.e position of women should be equalised, and for that pur|>oee we welcome the 
different reforms relating to position of inheritance divorce and varioiia oilier 
mailers. 1 especially look forward to the smriioration of the |>06ition of widows 
bi'CAUse I cannot forget iiie words of Swami Vivekanand when he said : '£ sbalt 
liave no rcspc'ct. for aiiT religion in the world, which docs not wipe a widow's tears nta 
bring a morsel of food to an orphan's month*. This was his great ideal. That is 
the uleal which we in India must look forward to. .... 

Food has become a great problem in India, and when we think of the work 
done by women in the Bengal and Bijapur crisiB, wc men will never grudge the 
cxicut done to the women for the great part they have played in this humanitarian 
word. 1 am sure we shall soon liave many more workers amongst us and when 
we shall have the real emancipation of women, men and women will become inter- 
dependent. It is a truism that no country can advance tinicse its women, the 
mothers of future generations, advance. Wc are all looking forward to a large 
increase in educational activity. I do not believe in, what they uaed to call in 
former times blue-stockings, nor do I believe in whai they now call the bigbbrc^s ; 
but there is a tendency amongst our women graduates nowadays to ride the high 
horse, Biiecially when they get higher honours in the University exammations 
than some of our boys do. I have no respect for highbrows, but 1 look forwaijl 
to womeo who will not only give us the educators of llie future, but above all 
who will produce the servants who will serve in millions upon roillions of Inako 
homes in the village where their work is most necessary. Madam President, 1 
wish your conference great success, and I thank you for the great honour you have 
done me by Mking me to address it this cneuing. « 

Sir SHaram Patkar : ^hrimati Kamaladcvi, Mrs, Pandit. Lady Thackersey, 
Delegates, Indies and gentlemen, 1 have no complaint to make why I have bwn 
asked to speak on this occasion, nor why I have been mked to speak before tte 
President has delivered her address. I am only anxious that I should not detain 
you and delay your healing the Presidential address. 1 shall, therefore, try to make 
my observations as brief as possible. , e ^ 

During the last quarter of a century the Women's Conference baa done 
great service to the couniy. They have brought to bear cwsiderable influence 
tbe c^eration olniMy iwliUc.1 and tocial qoMtiona affectwiK tlia cooatry. 
Tcy hJTw a!«, been a wur«, ‘2’ aprlng of 

iJff; Womoi’a aaaooiationa have done great aerriee for tbe poltUeal rvjoveoatioii 

***llS"OT!y'quea«on to which I ahaU now addrm nytelf ia in r^td to ^ 
social and le^ atatna of Hindu women. '1 heir riphte end libertiM ha»e lmen 
curtailed on at^int of atcbeic rulee of Bindn Law which were cmtoTiM 

SSrl5^a5nnelaatic. wooden, and antedilnmn. jnin KlaUon to and 

nta not in conaonanca with .the preeent enTironmente of eociety. . _ 

'Cli.r. .te two forces which militate ageinet the progreea of Indian woman* 
bood?^The first is tbe pnrsnit of out-of-date cnatoms arS tl» ^dtney 
inherited tmditioDB, and tbe second is the preservation of erchaic lawa bv Judicial 
deciaiona TTie remedy agtinat the first k education of ^blic opinion ^ 

But with regard to 
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Hm Iftwt of inhoriteDeo or lovt of mutrloge Sicf boio bedovo ^Ite Hand tod 
•loNe M the noolt of mliogi d?eii bj dool Jodiolol dooiiioiii^ ood Ihoie mliun 
an BOW in foieo throngboiit too wbob conntrj. Tbp odIj loincdj aninot toe 
Biiioblel oaucd by tbe prcacrratloo of arehaie lawa by Jadbnal deolaioDe la throiiiih 
IflglalatiOD. 1 will giro one iattaoee of bow tbe aDcieot lazto were framed aud 
bow the Vcdie testa were mieapplicd. Tbere waa a Vtdie test wbieb related to 
the prohibition of partieipation of Soma jniee bp women on acooont of their wtak- 
neaa and it waa mlaapplicd by Bodbayana who liud down on tbe atrengtb of the 
test that women were not entitled to any portion of tbe inberitanee. Menu, 
anotber lawglTor, came to tbe eonclnaion that women were Incompetent and. there* 
fore, not entitled to get any abare in the inberitanee* I bare reason to bellere that 
if Mann and Bodbayana were preaent at tbia (^atjfering they would bare modified 
their opiniona aa regarda weakneea and incompetence of women. I am ^oite 
anre that tbe force of public opinion generated by women*a aaaociationa will be 
inatmmental in witbatanding tbe opposition which ia preralent in aome parta 
of tbe eonntey* Already tbe efiorta of women'a aeaociationa have borne fruit. In 
the peat they have been reaponaible for ahaping legialation, and I haTe no doubt 
that in the near future they will aueceed in attaining the ideala which they 
hare in riew* 

It ia a matter of aatiafaction that the Kan Committee waa appointed. Its 
re*appointment was the direct result of the agitation carried on by the Womcirs 
Conference. Another instance in which women successfully carried on agitation hi 
the Bombay Legialatire Assembly was Mr. Deaai^a Bill of Adoption which had lu 
be given up on account of their oppositioD. The Women’s Conference and the 
associadona affiliated to it hare been doing immense aerrice to Indian womanhood. 

The BAjd Committee has fortunately now submitted their well-eonaidered 
riewa In tbe two Bills, one relating to intestate suoceaaion and the other to mar- 
riage. The criterion of the ciribiation and culture of any society is to be judged 
from the position accorded to the woman by that society, and 1 think the Kau 
Committee has done a great aerrice to Indian womanhood by providing rules 
of inheritance and marriage which are in consonance with justice and equity. 
In the civil form and also in the case of the aaoremental form of marriage it has 
been provided that monogamy Shall be tbe rule. In the case of inheritance the 
Eau CbmmUtee haa recommended that the daughter should get a share aimultane- 
ouaiy with tbe son. 

In the past women’s orgenisationa bbre done great service in tbe cause of 
education, but this work ia more urgently needed in the rural areas than in the 
urban areas. I should like, therefore, to< sugeat to members of this conference that 
they should extend their activities to rural areas, where much work remains to be 
done. Ihey should also consider Mr. Sargent’s scheme of education so far as it 
affisots women. 

In conelueioD, I would appeel to tbe members of the oonference to go on 
agiteting till they secure equality of atatua and equality of opportunity in tbe 
oompetiuon of life, end equality of rights and obligations, which are the guiding 
priaeiplee in deteimiatng the status of woman whiah id its turn ia the true index 
of t^ dvilisation and culture of any eocie^^ 

ShrimaU Kamaladevi then read her Praaidential iddresa. 

Prealdeutial Addreaa 

Frianda, I should like at the outaet to offer our aineereat aympathies to 
Bhrimati Vijaya Lakahmi Pandit, our retiring Ptmidcnt, in the irreparable loaa 
hea auatrined, and tend our greetings to Mia. Margaret Coualna, who may be jubiiy 
called the founder of thia Couteence, now lying on her aiok bed, to wiah bar a apeedy 

Although the women’a movement hae fairly aavanced and matured, I feel the 
need today more then ever to raatate ita ciM. beeauae of the continued miaonder- 
atanding of ita nature and growth by a targe number of men and quite a few women 
alike. UIm women’a movement ie eiaen^iy a aodal movement and part of tbe 
proceaa of enabling a oonatituent part of aomety to adjnat itself to the eonatantly 
changing soelal and economic conditlone, end taying to influence Ihoee ehengea and 
oonduUmi with a view to minimiaing irritationa and confliete and making for the 
largeet meeauxe of harmony. Tbna it opcratca aa an integral part of the piegiesaive 
aocTal itmotnre in tbe hroadcat aenae, and la not a aex war aa ao many meehani- 
oally believe or are led to believe. For tibe iaanea xonod whidi it lerolreo, aneh ea 
right of votes, inheritance* entry into profeaekmo end the like, ere an intrinale part 
Of the bigger iaonce atriving to overcome the prevailing undmaoemtio piaetlowi that 
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tey coiraoD ri^to to ottidn m of loeloty. It to thonlovo a eomndo to tbo 
■troplo of ^ Mkwoi^ oiitM and the lon^ oppnmwd oIomm uMng allka to 
ngaiD the lost inhentaoM of nan^ inalienable rights. To gi^e it any other 
interpretation or diear it off to Isolate it from iht main current, is socially infarions. 
It ta dually erron^ns to ^Id the **nainre of man" responsible lor women's 
disabilities and giee the women's morement an anti-mao twist. It is the natnre 
of ,<mr ^ty which is at fault and onr drire has to be directed against fanlty 
social institntioos. 

The women’s moTement^ therefore, does not seek to make women either fight 
men or imitate them. It rather seeks to inatd into them a conseioupneaa of tfidr 
own facttlties and functions and create a respect for those of the other ses. Thus 
alone can soelety be conditioned to accept the two as equals. To fit women 
theoretically and praetioally into this scheme, women hays to be encouraged to 
derelop their gifts and talents. This has, therefore to be one of the main planks 
of the moyement. 

Olosely allied to false conception of the women’s moyement is also the false 
yalne allotUMl to the women's economiic worth. The oorreot premise to start from 
is the recognition of the social tdlyiaion of labour between the seses. which giyes 
the lie direct to the middle and upper claas conception of women as domestic and 
social parasitea, liying off their huabanda and contributing nothing. Woman power 
is basic and the woman mudt be recognised as a soda! ond economic factor on her 
own, not as an aBaiatnnt to man. Little Teecgnieed are the tromendoua laboura of 
the housewife aud eyen in the moat highly induatrialiBed conntrieB, bouae-kseping 
still remsins the major industry, and tha housewiyea atill form the nujerity. To 
state blandly that woman produces children and rears them, cooka food, clesiMi, 
washes, ia not enough. Aecordiug to iudnatrial economy she pTodnees labour power, 
and labour power ia basic, for, without It none of the other kinds of power can be 
made to operate. But that too ia not good enoufi^. Itie housewife Is as much of 
a workiiig woman as a factory worker, i^he expends more energy and time aud 
skill In the production of commodities than the nnioiused, legally protected worker, 
for her ^ours are unlimited and her took# countleee. Tracution baa always tended 
to place a lower ^alne on the home prodnetion and aeryicee. One season may be 
b«caiTse sueh goods and aerylces do not come on the market but ealw eater to the 
family group as conaumera. Yet, really speaking, this yery fact should make them 
s« one writer eaya "Prioeleea." For, ainoe society depends upon the family not only 
for biological perpetuation but cultural as well, woman aa the guaidiaa of the 
home aud one of its etabiliaing factora, will also continue to remaiB *'Pricelees." 
The tragedy ia that its very nou-peenniary and noncompetitiye charaetor has 
lowered the prestige of the woman’e role. Husbands who claim they "eupport" 
their wives simply because the letter do not bring home a pay cheque, are being 
anti*80oial, upsetting the harmonious social equilibrium and breaking social 
solidarity. For it ia time society recognised that every housewife supports herself 
though she may not scratch at a dmk or run a machine, by the eoclai labour aim 
performs and the contribution she makes towards the msintenanee of the home and 
Its himpinesB. 

The entrance of women into extrn-domestlc aetiyitios has to be welcomed, for 
it provideB a wider field for the women’s talents, breaks the relative eegregation of 
the women as a eex, relaxes the reatrictioos that otherwise narrow womenw func- 
tions. What is strange is that as long na woman confines herself to her domeetio 
duties, she is oeDsared as a burden on man, whereas if she tries to earn a livelihood 
outside the home, the is equslly oondemoed se a competitor of man, trying to take 
his livelihood away from him. Truly did Robert Ingerioll any tMt a fact will 
fit all other facte, but a lie will fit nothing except another lie made expreasly lor 
that purpose. Oorreotly viewed and rightly interpreted, the women’s movement is 
found resting on a aoientifie basis, shaped by a rational ideology and indispensable 
in the social scheme of things. 

The field of operatione that lie before the Conference it ever-wideolng. Many 
▼aried aetivities beckon and the temptation to rush in all directions la 
like an autumnal matron who has ueveloped a high sense of disenmioation but 
not lost her yonthfnl vigour and entbualasm, the Conference would well to 
concentrate on a few itema and do them well. First in importance 1 would place 
the training of social services, no eminently needed yet so g^vouily neglected. It 
had bm my privilege to have my motet little exnerlment in thie field aeoeite 
by the Oonfereoee. The ready renKmse and co-operation it nodved from other 
orgaalaatloaay workers and the pu^e heartena me onoe again to appeal to the 
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roTiocial brsodiei of tlie Coolmnoe lo moko Ihit one of file eliief rioeremin^^B 
* vorif for the jeer, with eny Dceesrary Biodiheetkme Id the oriKmel eelieine. 
Clotelj ellled to thie ie the ueoetiiity for treiniDK women in hendlereftc end foeter- 
ing bend induitrien. Those of oor brenehee who ere elreedy workiow in this 
diceetloii, one of them even taming out peper. will teetify to tbe atility of ench 
Tmiurcii. "Ther will provide e meene of livelihood to many helpleie woBi«n. 
IneiiUiitelly, they will edd to the indoetiiel prodaction of oor eountry et e time 
when it is not able to meet onr needs. Every Branch sbonld initiste whatever 
indnstrles oen ran best In saeh aaderteldDgL I em oare, we can always eount on 
the help and eo-operation of other ezperlenoM bodiea who are already in the field 
bat who do not attempt, speeiolly. to train wnd employ women, a task this 
Conference is best fitted for* 

As essential and os searce ore the heaUh-services. portienlarly narsing* A 
rough set of figures say, there is one Nurse for every 56,000 people or to 256 square 
miles* The Uealth visitors are about one per 3,50,000* The maternity and child 
welfare movement is mostly a week-end slrnw and the entire eonntry can boast of 
only 800 centres to cater to such a vast area and population. All this makes an 
appalling picture. While admitting that the Women’s Conference is not the body 
which can build up a complete health service to meet tbe country’s requirements, 
I feel sure it can make a email but appreciable contribution* It can recruit women 
to the nursing profession, encourage many more girle to take eoursea in public 
health, nursing, first aid, industrial hygiene, etc., and also get more of such 
courses introduced into our educaiioiial and social institutioDB. It can help to 
organise shorter courses in the general principles of nursing to meet the present 
emergency in the country. At the same time it BhobJd agitate to raise the Btandard 
of housing allowance, training and pay of the nursing staff, with a view to 
popularise and secure social recognition ro this lung despised but most noble of 
professions. The Conference can also organise relief units out of the available 
material and co-operate with such bodies as. tbe Women’s Beserve hledioal Unit 
formed by the medical women in Delhi, which did such excellent service io Bengal. 
Such work deserves our warmest commendation and I can only hope that this 
wort^ example will be followed' by other provinces in distresa* The Brancbea and 
8ttb-Branehra can certainly dot the country with numerous maternity and child 
welfare centres, creches, etc. 

Although the food problem is the meet frightening at the moment niid tends 
to overahadow most others,, its causes are beyond tbe Coufereuee’s power to renieay. 
As long sf India’s economy conlinnes to be throttled and perverted by foreign 
ntecests, hunger and starvation must et&lk this loud of plenty. Only a ranful 
development of its vast untspMd wealth based on an econoioy designed to m ci 
iho needs of the people by a free Indian people’s goTernv)rn<t, can aspire, to ovti- 
come this dreadful ocourge of perpetual famines. But that cannot by any menus 
be our final word on it. As women happen to be the regulators of food in the 
home they should be more sensitive now than ever to tbe care and preservation of 
food, avoid waste in daily consumption as also in lavish hospitality which in the 

S resent setting strikes one os painfully incongruoua. Working out of balanced 
leta with the liiniled things available would also help. The worst sufferers in this 
trsgie drams are the chUdren. In very reapontible society they have the first clpim 
on the available resources, particularly miliL But today in our country tbe n.aii 
who pofs the price gets the milk. 6o, while adults who are not wholly dependent 
on tbis article are able to get large supfdiea and oometimes even tbougbtleasly waste 
it, children who solely subsist on it ore forced to go without it if they do not have 
sufficient means. Ways and methods must be sought by us to alter this and see 
that our ohUdrau, which in reality meant seven! future generstioiis to come, are 
not hopelessly undermined. We sbail be guilty of a grave crime if we do not get 
this righted nnmriiately. 

In oatering to the daily needa of the mere mao we too often grossly neglect 
the enUural side, the delicate creations In word, song end colonr in which the 
dreams of mankind find expression. Tbe Conference must reslise its responsibility 
in fostering creative work* It con encourage women artists and ii troduce them to 
the public. It can place Uieir writings wiUi publishers, articles with editors, it ran 
organise concerts and exhibitions ana help playwrights produce their plays. Tbis 
would help release flooda of oreetive streams and direct them into useful channels, 
thereby enriching tbe cultural wealth of oor country, a wealth which can only be 
meoaured by tbe bappiness it brings to them that give end them that receive. 

Two happenings affecting women have coneiderably ogaitated the public 
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IK — ^ wnMD is viiMi Hid fiM Btlb MMiclMt hem 

1 of ttw Am OmubIUm, wfi bdon tli0 Ocnlnd Ih> lonMC* 

M^vmlnM is JMattM of n lalmotioiial anmm^d iat«iw ■•SmS 
te^Kt lahod oaoh a item of protcot both ia Ihidia aad abiOMi at to bow 
aapio t^woBTto iwaapopalatto. ITio GoTeraneot arKUweaU that ao oow* 
aaltioawmlwdaad^t^nbavabeeBiaetaMedi have ao realUv. Fa*ar|y 
dnvM pMvIa to W tiaka. Tha Tory latrt that (biro aaoaa a day ia mdd far aaifaw 
•fc'*' ivi •*“*^2 1 *®** "•‘•“gwad M ezplaaatioa aaotigk Iha mia woo 

fi!** to waaaa m a^t ^ IS, while the aTeraye i i> othor iodaowlaa ia 

the Bt^boBTh^ M «o^ Be. 85 to DC. Ia additioa. the seaeral eoadidoaa an 
Tcry bad, hoi^g deploiable aad madoiaata. AlthooKh the aKilatloo aMlBat tUa 
ateaaore baa baea eonaiderable, it h*. not bcea efteetire, aad uoaa of ua oaa laat 
wliila it coatioiie^. The Woiim> Ooaferenee. it it ia to ptora aa eCbeUTa iaatnio 
aieat for aaiaRnanlias wobmuiV utereata, aiuat get Ttomt ont of the •»*— « aa 
apcadiiT aa poaaibie. 

▲U proRNartTe aieimeata ia ladia haae long dreamed of the caiaMiahiaaot of a 
oomaioo aataooal H«al Oode, oparatiog inaaijeetiTe of oaate or myd. It ia at a 
atep towarda wifa that we wdoome the MdiSeatioa of the Uiudu Law 
^ tiM ^ commit^ aad apt at aa aad ia itaalf. I hope fbia attempt will 
frucbfy to the aaar fatnra aad «to aa tha eatire eoadiSeatioa at a eompleta pietara 
iai^of ia bitoaad pieeot w^h to eaaiiy lead themaelTca to diatorthm wbed 
laolated from the who!& The OoafeieaM hat aopportad tha lataatate Baooeoi^ 
Bill ia apite of iu inadeqaata aatore, beoante it aeeka to giae reeoenitioa to tho 
prhMiple of womeo't right. It ia regtettable that ia the tfarrtage Bill the baniera 
of eoito and gotra which have loat moat of their lisniileanoe in modem eoeietv. 
hava not been oTereome. The elaniw on monogamy la welcome though it would 
nol aerre the pnrpoee without certoin other cbengee which are atrieag^ Tim 
Wonen’e Conference, along with other liberal eectione of aoclety haa alwaya etood 
for the inatitntion of marriage. The atrong aliegienoe of woman to thU inetitution 
hardly needa reiteration, for it ia prorerbial. InatinciiTely in their own intereat and 
In the intereat of aocial etabifity so dei^piy ingrained in them, they will 
always etrire to keep this intact. But all aocietlei including the Hindu, 
here reoognised the need for modification, In its legal attimdea. Lawa hara had to 
change from time to time under changing coudttions. Tboae who seek a relasaCton 
in a rigid marriage law or a law that makes differeDcea between the •exes in dia- 
penaing joatice, d!o not do ao on flimaly grounds bnt on a deep reapeet for and 
underatanding of the function of law which ia to enable barrooniona liring. Where 
it becomee a social injoetice, the need for an adjustment baa to be recoguised by 
Boeiaty aa imperative. 

borne mental and verbal agitation baa been afoot over the political natnra 
the Women's Conference. To a subject people politica ia ita very lifebreatb. 
dany that urge is to deny life. Weighed down though we iney be by chainsp 
eontinne to live on dreama and thoughts of freedom and a striving towards it. 
formulate politieal lenaitivencaa into an accusation, ia to charge the orgenieatioa 
for being alive. The Women’s Conference cannot remain impervious to natural 
inner urges and cataclysmic outer events. The membeia of the Conference may 
have difiRnrent political affiliations, bat I have no doubt th^ repreeent en effort to 
reae^ the same eheriabed goal of nationat freedom by varied paths. To lose sight 
of that goal would mean the negation of the very objective tbie great organisation 
atan^ for : aelf-rcapect and social solidarity. But it ia in tlm veiy nati^a of its 
role and funetion that it should remain uon-partiaan, unattached to any political 
luffiool or party It naa been our pride In the past to maintain that and it ehall he 
our dnty fai the future to preserve it. Those who think and act otberwiae, I have 
DO heeitation in saying moat empbatieelly. are no friends of the Conference. 

Our pcninenlar outline hat wideiud into the global, with an Increaeing 
awareDcse that we end the rest of the world are but part of a single sphere, that 
our deatiniea are inevitably Knked, oor paths intcrloom. 'ilierefore. world poHclaa 
and events are as mnoh our oonoern aa our affiurs, their xeaponaibilitles. War aa 
much aa peaee reveals that the world cannot be divided into ielande of feedom and 
ilavery, that the pieaent system of one people bolding siiother down nr araed 
might no matter with what smooth ezplanat ona, leads ultimetcly to world enslave- 
meat by fear and violcnoa, and to colossal human, material and moml deatmctlon. 
Just aa national freedoom is bnt an estenaioo of the eoeial freedom, the Conleiwnee 
it dieting lor, the eetabUshment of the same principle all the world over is of 
cquaTintcnet lo ui. Vnbl thia present system ie not only outlawed in ivineiple 
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hot ftboliiliBd fa imetlce, all talk of peaet and fnedom becomca tranaitory and 
vaaniDj^aia. For peace la not to be aebiered by anaed victoriea or by refuf^infr to 
hear anna, but by the reiDoral of the root catiaes : imperialiam and colonial f x- 
ploilation that menace peace. Today we witnees the fantaatic enectacle of 
orld powers daimiof; to debt for the larger freedom and greaiw hapninese of 
lAtikfitd feeling no sen e of shame or humiliation in denying those rt ty princi- 
ples to milliOhs of the people they still couniinue to exploit and dominate. It in 
not idle curiosity or cheap sentiment which shapes the question that hauntn and 
harasses erm diplomat like a famiW gbont: *‘Wbat about India**? We may well 
say * Everything,** for while En(;Iaiid coutinues to hold India in poliHcal and eco- 
nontic bemdage, the United Nations do nothing short of perpetrating a colossal lie nn 
humanity. India is more than a test, It is a symbol. It Is the mirror in wbii h 
the world sees the shape of things to be. Today we ire witnessing the fantastic 
spectacle of two warring groups, each assidnonsly claiming to fight for the larger 
freedom and greater happiness of mankind. It is towards a world which recognises 
the right of every nation to determine and rule its own destiny but in a co-opers- 
live world order, that the women of India and of the world have to strive for, if 
humanity is ever to enjoy decency, peace and bappineas, and world wars banished 
from amongst our seasonal pesta. 

Before closing, 1 should like to eeud my thoughts to those millions all over 
the world whose homce have been gripped by the plight of death and destrnetion. 
Slid whose spirits lacerated by untold suffering, and offer them sincerest symiis- 
(hiee. In particular, my thonghte turn to the distressed areas within our own 
homeland and 1 taka thia opportunity to pay my humble tribute to the various 
organfisations, volunteer eorpe and individusle who a.*e so selflessly serving to 
alleviate suffering. I should like particularly to congratulate our Bengal Branch 
for its splendid work In this terrible distreee. 

The air ia heavy with gloom, the sky rent with cries of pain. Civil liberties 
one of the main planke of the Oonferer^e, are under perpetual assault. Shsdr.ss 
of aiiaptcion and ioaincerity deepen and lengthen blacking out those neon lights 
mankind had suoeeeded in lighting through the ages, a growing disregard for the 
common lOomtestea and human deoenciea and a ruthless fiouting of T>opalar feel>ng 
mWke a mookeiy of life. The continued detentiun of our valued and irreplaceable 
laaders and eomrades who alone at <Cbe helm could transform the scene from 
despidr to hope and weave order out iff chaos, often dulls our spirit and stays onr 
hand. Bat tUs very tragedy ahonld ni truth, galvanise us into greater and 
lier aotloa, for onr rapeneibHity Incomes doubly great. There are some who tiirn 
to poet-war reconetruotion ae an escape from the terrors of the present. Others 
believe that in large scale ioduetrialisatiou lies the cure. 1'hose who have faith in 
these patent i^lle have only to glaooe at some of the highly industrialised coiintri<>fi 
to note the havoc wrought on^f prloelesB natural resources and marvelloiis taebni- 
ral opportonitiea. Hunfm nocmploymeDt, slums, human degradation, all hi i^r 
elcqueat ieattmony to tins tragedy. It ie not enough to prodnee more. It is more 
important to determine Ua baaie, and the prindples that will guide the distribution 
in short, who contrails and direets the economy. We cannot enrely siihiKTibe to a 
syatem in which many produce but few enjoy the benefit, in which artificial scsroiiy 
is created by arbitrarily denying men tbe right to produce, and destroying natural 
wealth. Women can have real freedom only in a aociety which will uphold the 
sanctity of life and tbe dignity of labour, a aoeiety whidi will give every child ihc 
fullest opportnnitiee for development, enforce and practise those fundsmental econo- 
mic and mal rif^ts that entitle every individual to a decent life, the fruits of his 
or her labour, and the benefite of soieaoe and culture. To achieve this the 
Women's Gonferenee should ally Itself with all the prpgreseive forces in the coun- 
try and develop a vital identity with other oppressed Motions of the society to 
pull its full weight on the side of progress in order to overcome reaction. Thus 
alone can It meet the present challenge and play an acetedUed role in the national 
regeneration of the country. 

Reaolatioiia PmmA at the 17th. Senion 


1. This mMHDft of tha All'Iodi. Women’s Oonisrsnee rseoids its deep ssniie 
of some St tha mtimelj d^tit of Hr. B. 8. Pandit ud offen its henrtfeU 
eoodolenoei to Mrs. Vijaya Lakdimi Pandit in her eed bereavement. 

i. This ms^e of tiia A..L W. OL rats on leeord its dsep sens, of sorrow 
St ths trsi^ dsath of Kastoihs Gandhi while in detention and espresees its 
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4. Ude Oonfmpee aiouiit rnttmif i 
Bim ili qraipatlif to bU foaily. 

6. .TUb CooteoDeB {Abobi od raeoid its doep boiow oft Uib diitli 
BdcBoakof* Um RrBWftK BrniTBinn titiTn of KoniBlBka 

e. ^ OalraoB iBdBBplj icrlBTonrSiB dBiitli of Mr. V. M. Joihi. MobI. 
|ib1 of fbo WoiOBB*B OollBiBB of IhB liidkiii Womoii'B UnlTtnitj at Foobb. 

7. Thto OohIbibiibb doeply iBgraUi tho doBth of Bit. JEtiBiBnBiid ObottBiiBBi Editor 
of Modsm Rtview and Pravati and Bonraja ita ■yarpathf to hia faalW. 

CldUroB*B Bomoa 

TUa OooteaooB oongntalataa tha Bangal BrandiBa of tha A.-I.W.CX on tha 
ezcaUaDt laliaf work thav hara nndartaken in opanlna atlk oanitaa for atarfing 
ebildam and homm for daatiiato ehildran. Thb Confaranea raoorda ita mn grant 
apoaaeiiitioo of bbrimati Vf jaja Lnkahmi Pandit and Mra. Urmila Mahla’a aultabla 
wott in paraonally viatting Tillagea affeotad by famlna, tha laault of whidi haa 
been ^ loraMtion of tha AR-lodla tha (Biilaran Oommittaa. 


; aI tkn Cnnifnl ABrliarv Board at BdnaatlOB 
Wa Oonfannoa waTcomaa th^ Kaport^tba Oantml Adflaorv Board of 
Edoention on Foat-war Edaeatiooal Daralopmant aa an ailbrt towarda nnifitaal and 
ooBpnlaory education, and anthoriaca tha appointment of a Ba pr aaa o ti t tfa 
Oommittaa to anbmit within a apeeified tima, tha oonaidared viawa and raocM 
tiona lor praaantation before tha next meaUng of tha Standing Oommittaa. 

^ulal abO Adnlt Bdnaatlon 

Thia Oonferanoa raeommanda that tha atndy of aooial aoianaaa be Introdnaad 
in all atagea ol Edneation, with particular empnaaia of praotial wm^ 

Baanng in mind tha n^ for apraMl of adult ednoation and tttaraoy ani 
•odd aarrica aotifitiaa thia Confaranea oaila upon tha higher edntttranal 
tiona to define a aohama^ whereby it will be incumbent on atndanla to aar?a a 
pniod in one of tha raeogniaed aocial actlTitlaa before they are qnalifiad to raaalfa 
a cartlficafo, Diploma or a dagraa. 

Hlndnitan Uctonta 

lUa emifaranoe ia of tha opinion that tha Hindnatan .Baput 1 
•hould be aoooumgad and apaolal attampta be made to popularlaa ita 
aaetfam. 

^ TIratlla in Woman and Childron 

. The grara aoonomie diatraaB in iamiua arena haa raM a apaalal 
with ragara to traffic in woman and bhildran. Adrantaga la baing tahm 
Mplaomaaa of woman daatitutaa, who are bdng anticad away for immord 
Thia Oonferanoa amiihatloallr eondamna auoh azploitatlon and lum . 

(a) that azamplary puniahmant be mated out to tha oulpilta by 
anthoritiaa. and 

(b> that raoogniaad oiganiaationa taka Immadbta atw for ^ P*’^*taatiqn yd 
hhabifitation of auch woman, and Goranimant by lagiBlaafa and —•••*««• • 

* thdr intaraata. 


of tha 


IWa Oonfaranoa atrongly oondamha tba'iMtt& d ^ Ifohar^ al - 
▼lolatfiM tha law of monogamy In force In hia Btata and daploiaa tha 
definltaly daMmantd to the prograaa of Bodaty in India. 

Shariat BUI 

Thia mealing of tha AlMndU Woman’a^OantofW aupi^ the Shariat 
introducad by Baji Baahida LatifiT in tha Puniat Lagidatlfa Aaaambly. 


TUa MMing of Um 

A«ti UKmld b. mod. to eo-opmt. ^to oth g oqjM i toaoB,.li i UiA^ T 
I 0 woman worfeara to obtehi thair amlamlty banafita without 
of ffindaaaL _ «» ^ i.* 


aU 

Tmda 


to haalndo 


It furtlMt nfolfw Ihto to. ladlui FMtorito dot say b. 

** *|i)”^o^ltm*cqiUpp.d wito Mputo. wUa top. Md b ato to g tog. 
bUriMate maw. 



THE ALL INDIA WOMEN'S OOMESpBICnB { MMIAI— 

(h) HiKh «toob in thoie dapnctaMBta of li w t o ri w In blitk womb no nude 
to tsbour for long hoiin in n itMidiBg potfSon. 

Boatt *MmnM 

la Tio» of tho estaOBMij inadcqnate ptorMoa whUk oairto for wadieal oM 
in India, Uiia Oonfenoao micaa opon tho Qcifmmmt to lako anetifo atcpa thi«» 
medieal help b auda availabb for ovary dtbon ol Sda aoutry by m aahaau of 
compnlaoty Malth inoBmaeo. 

WaaiOB ta Mla aa 

Tha Atl-Iodb Womea^ Gonbrenoa madenuiB tbo aelkm of tba Govotament 
of India in withdrawbg by a aotificatioa tha pt^Utlim on voaaaa to work 
niidarKround in tha ooal minaa in India, aa a rotrofMo and rapnlM^le atep, 
ft convftotioii ot tbe iotftroftlionftl Lftbom C^gftiilifttiono Ko eircums- 
tfttii'M juBiify the employment of women undergronnd. npd hence the Confeien(*e 
urKce upon the Gofernment to lectoie the eeme immedifttelfn 


HindnLftw . ^ 

(ft) This Conference welcomes the ra-eppointment of the Hindu Lew Committee 
ftiid holies thftt. eft soon ss the entire Code bee been comnle^ ^ 

into Iftw. The Conference, however, regrets the emnskm of Diwsn Bshadur 
V. V. Josh! from the Committee, who is s w«dl-toowndHunlon of womens righui. 

(I)) This Conference notes with sstisfeotiM ^ Menisge Bill whs 
referred to ft Joint Select Committee without s diTishho But it feds thst there 
should be some provision for tbe dissolution of mflbrifttt onte specific (^itions. 
lliey therefore, draw the ettention of the Hindu LftW^Committee to the urgent 
iced of incorporating such provision in the finsl draft of t)^ Code fts s whole. 

(c) While re«ftffirmlng the clnim for equftl rights for both men sim women, 
this Conference supports tne Intcstste Succession Bill w^gjnslly int^noed into 
the legislature and deplores the ohanges suggraM by the ifolttt Cmmitte in 
regard to the addition of simtiltaneous heirs, as this baa resulted in the dilatory 
taetici of re-circulating the Bill. ^ 

avfl lilbertlce 

This Conference relterstee the resolution on adl liberties passed at the 
Ifith ScMsion of the All-India Women’e Conference at Cpoanad^ and reoprde its 
empbstic protest sgsiust the continued attempt to curtail foe fuimmental rijfots 
of iho Inuiiiti people, in particnlftr those of personal soonrity and free apeecfa. The 

l^oiiferonce demsnds : . « «■ lai i. t. 

(ft) The iininodiftto ftnd nnconditionftl release of all eltiiens who have been 
detAiiird in jail without charge or triiil, , 

Ih) 'I'hc ranccllation of the arbitrary and high-hauded order on Mrs. Sarojiui 
Nftidu and others forbidding tboni to make any public speech or itotement. 

Franchise In Municipalities In Pnnlab 

'IhiH C?oi'fcieiico loaflirms ihe principle of equality aa between men and women 
in ifao viL'ht of exenieing the vole and, therefore, itrpngly eondemne action of 
Ihe riMiisb Govmuneiit in depriving women of the franehiM m foe coming 
Muiii'ipnt (loriioratioii eleitiouH. It urges the immediate withdrawal of this 


reirogrcBsive step. 

Atrocities on Women 

*rhifl Conference rccordn its deep resentment at Government’s attitnde to the 
Htiotilics committed on vumcn at Chimur, Midnappre and Haewher^ rad, Mieving 
such atroeitle. .till (Kvnr in v.tiou. put. of the ooonby. hi^ ^t ii^otm.- 
tion oL aiHit nic casco will be BUi.i'liod by public apirltod eitiaana to tha Ooubnuccf 

...tborltic. Madb.lR.UeI „ „ . . 

I’he All-India VVomcn’^ Conference welcomes Dr. B. 0. Boy s effiiirta to unile 
all Medical Relief Work in Bengal under foe tenner ol foe Medical l^ltcf 
OoHirdiuation Committee and extends its whole-hearted eupport to foie partriqti*' 

endeavour. Representative Government 

This Conference. renliMng that the gravity of the preftrat eriam in the country 
is foe result largely of tbe political impasse and ^ Irak of in 

tl^c Dreacnt adminietratinn, is firmly o the oidnion that the only ^i^ve aolntum of 
the oroblcm is the formation of rer rcsentative government respoaeible to the people. 

Food RoBOlntlon 

This Conference viowa with tho ntmost alarm the food eitoiition In Bragal. 
Oriasa and elsewhere and emphatically <'0iidftmn8 tbe wholly nnaalislaelary handling 
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pbaBta^ tha Ontnl wdJhroviwM OamnMBtik tMs faUvn to iwaveiit 

%3S*S? ^*lf fiS**?**^ •??*•*'• !■*<« WlOUIc«a^ oiMl 

tuir to MMin and SDaMtato atoefeo aia aootolh o toay faetan. 

WUM idnoiBg that tha Miy adaqaato aotattoa liaa la tha haoda or a 
l ap w aa a tatlTa Goranmaat raapeBalbla to tha paopio, it to o( opioloD that Uw racMut 
diatnto aaa to apma asteat ha nitiiatoa. la eoHipaiatlon «ir^ poiialar loot! 
ooBUBittaaB hf tha folloaring BMaaafaai— 

atoppaca of d^atioa of land atton to had ddea. 

Tha faediag of atiaa dbaedy by Ctoranniant thnNuft (raporta and 

BnrplQMia 

(e) Unlfom policy of eontnri md nlioniog of the aoceiBithB of life at prioM 
cnmmoiiattrate with the eoonomio eonditioiiB of the poople* 

(d) Dnwtie itepet to etop the prefeiling wiae-Bpread corruption end nne- 
crapniooB hendline whether by Government or ofBciel^ pertioularly in rural areae. 

(e) A more dmloped and practical form of the *Giow More Food* campaign, 
with Bubeidles to cnltlvatora to grow mere food graina in preference to more pajiiig 
commercial prodnete. 

(f) Arrangement and priority for the aupply of adequate milk for children 
and invalida, 

(g) The prevention of export of food^graine in the period of the food criain. 
(hl/nie dieoootinuation of the denial policy which la prevalent in liihar and 

ilaewhere. 


The All India Jat Mahasabha 

Annual Seaaion — Lyallpur — 8th. April 1844 

Preatdentlal Addreen 

A reply to the criticism levdled against the Jat Mahasabha by Mr. Jinuoh in 
Ills recent apexes at Lahore, wae given by Sir Chhotu Ram^ Mvenue Minietcr 
I'linjab, addressing the annual seasion of the All-India Jat Mahasabha at Lyallpiii 
on the 6th. April 1944. 

Sir Ohhotu Bam aaid that the primary object of the Jat Blabasabha wsh to 
work for the economic, educational and social uplift of the Jats and its mcmltciH 
had complete freedom to join any political organisation in their ludiriduaJ capscUy. 
They would not interfere In the communal organisation of any community, hut ihe 
Jat Mahasabha platform could not be utilised either to support or oppose any ol the 
different political ideals. The Jats could not agree to be the sieves of Jfindiis, 
Muslims, Sikhs or Christians nor could they be used as a mere herd of raUlo. 

Sir Obbotu Ram went on to explain that they would be concerned with politica 
only to the extent of aecnring a suitable chare for the Jata In the imlitical rights 
granted under the eonatitntion to various religious communities. Concluding, Sir 
Ohhotu Ram said that ninety per cent of thdr programme relsted to the economic, 
■oclal and educational welfare of the erts, and if, in spite of all this, some one 
unnecesaarily gave them trouble, they would be forced to take up the challcngo. 
They underetood very well the ecore of religion and had full reepect for it but they 
wonld not allow anybody to misuse the religion. 

Khan Bahadur Mohd ffusiain in the course of hie prreideutlsi 

address, referred to the war effort of the Jat community and appealed to them to 
accelerate their recruitment to the army for the defence of their country. 

Reaoltttiwns — 2iid. Day — ^Lyallpur— 9th. April 1944 

A resolution expressing Implicit confidence in the leadership of Choutfkri 

Chhaturam, Revenue Minislcr, Punjab, and approving of hia politicel end 
economic policy and programme, was uoanisiously passed at the Conference, which 
('Onclttded its two-day session in Lyallpur on the next day, the April 1M4. 

Khan Bahadur Pir Mohammad^ who claimed to be a staunch Muellm t^igtier, 
Piid tributm to Cboudhri Sir Ohhotiiram who, he said, had created a great 
awakening among the Jats. He condemned the agitation launched ^ by a section 
of the Muelims against the Jat movement Mr. Jinnah had been miem by some 
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_j Jif MovaMirt. Ht 
Out ka mkid miliM kk 
Ika OooImdm by a 
Iirfkik 

la ftdag 4w eoatnal 


hik tfndk Mrfakt 
Hr. Jiaan eaaM 


8k Ohholafaai 
to the PaokO 


I gnaOy a p yaiB i ated the OMmaieat ot 
Om eaUhatafa^ potat of via*, ka^ aabataatial 
of iaod graiaaP* aad ksiac Midtaaaoaaly a 


lha OoBtaaaee paaaad laaolaMoaa argiag tta Jata to aeoaMtata taair laornit* 
la tka anay aatToi^ tha Gofotaaoat trf ladla to oat aaUa at haat 160 
j of tapaaa aa4 diatnbate the oauwat aauuig Tadooa im^ooB la praportioB 
to lhab eoatrfbatlOD to the toaka of tbo wwalryk fightiair foraea to bo apeat for 
lha baaaftt of ladiaa aoldlace oa tbo tenaiaatioo of the var. The Oooieren<'fl 
tha laamaHen of a raaaooBbla ahara la tiia aetrioaB for martial aad 
agrieoltaial daaaaa. 

Sk Okhotaram, la hla eoaeladiag addraaa, aaid that ha had laarat that 
'Tatwga'* had baaa obtalaad from Mautvia aajoioiag opon Moallau aot to Join 
toa OoafaMoea aa It waa belag hold to harm thair eommaaily aad daelaiad that 
tha OaotaOBoa had aot baaa ooaraaad to laiore the iatemta of aay oommaal^. 


The Federatios of Indian Quunben of Commerce 

Aamial Seaaioa— New Delhi— 4th. March 1944 


Thn Eedemlkm of Indian duunben of Commerce bafrnn ita annual meeting 
at New Delhi on the 4th. Maveh lf44 with Kumararaja Sir Muthiah 
CUUiar In the ohalro 

Befoie ddifering the meridential addrena, Ihe Rumararaja made a leferenee 
to the denth of Hra. Omndhi, Pajring a tribute to her, he aaid the waa the 
embodiment of Indian womanhood and that her memory would alwaya he held in 
' for generationa to oome. He moeed a reaolntion ot oondolenee which 


waa naaaed. toe andlenee atandSnn. 

jM^riim the PieSdenSu addieaa Sir Muthiah Cheitiar referred at the 
ontaet to the laeouaMe turn dm war waa tahlog on the different theatrea and aaid 
with regaid to tlw p^Hioal altuatlon In India that **the Indian Oommerciel 
oommnnlty haa alwaya held the view, that the political advancement of the country 
hae much to do with ita economic proaperity. Our commercial oiganiaationa, 
althon^ Uiay maj eaobew active politica cannot afford to remain abaoluidy 
impmnona to the march of eventa connected with Indian freedom. We hare aa 
patriotie Indiana to amiat in all legitimate and oonatitntional efforta that aim at 
the politieal pc o g ie m of the country. No one can deny that a calm political 
atmoaphaie la an indiapcniable condition for a totalitarian war. lliat our country 
ahould have been denied this atmoaphera ia indeed a tragedy. Oplniona may differ 
aa to who or what may be rcaponalbla for the poaltion. A diaenasion of the 
blamo to be apportioned doea not at thia ataga aerve any naeful purpoae, and I 
need but atrem hare, that It la tha dnty of everyooe to do ell that liea In bia poacr 
to end the preaent aute of afRtira.” 

^Almoat every poUtleai party and leader haa demanded the releabc of the 

S itleal leaden who are now kept in detention. Whatever might have been the 
tification for dotaialng theae laadera, I feel the time baa come for tha Govern- 
ment to ideaaa th e m. Iney ehoold not be kept In ench detention for a momeot 
longer than ia neeaaeary. Penonally, I . do not think that their release woiild 
amEanaoi war eSbrtn aad 1 am afraid It mnet have come aa a gnat dleappctot- 
meni to many in tha ooontry when Xord Wawll declared In the Aeaemoly the 
Government*li daoition aot to r e i eai e polftioal leaden. Then ia howavar. hom in 
hie eeenranee that the oonohiiiona he bee now come to may not be legaidid aa 
ana hopaa that with tha r^aaae of theae politieal leaden It mey be 
to ionn a awn le nn ae n ta ti ve and National Government ia India, ham at 


«*Wh8n 1 lay a 

It eompomd of 


KATKmAL GoysaaaBBT EasEimAL 
lenwaen tat iTa and National Government, I mean a Govern- 
npnecnlatlvo leoden of all important poUtkal groups and 
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FBBSIDBNTUL ADDMfeS 


— d Bot ol put^, howmr hrilwlM tt tarns h> te tU 

■tee bftag. A twfr HeMtel CkfewnauBt aiut ealnaee all te divaifaat eestioM 
?* JJ*. 'S**^ • oomplelely wm y te w Goventuient 

ID whiek *11 imiiottet i^iljeel Rnmiie rad iDltmla we iDMadeS,, aod^ whieli will 
**j *1 PJo^wUoB of the wot, «lM dofoDM of tlM oomtty. 

rad ito fotnie doTalopmeDt. The OotetaiBCDi amt be odo ewora to oeno the 
cmntn end meet oeehew potty politiea ot leeot till tbo war onde. The oMunltado 
of the iMra itt^olTed Id this wer hM made mn Mllgmnt oooDtry eooent the 
rnlo of D €K>Tirniiieot eoDitItoted of ell pertlee ihiDldDj; eod aetlDg ea one enuiorlte- 
tite end eapnme body r e pi eeentlng ell iiotione ^the people. In eueh work of 
hermonfoiie blending tbe Indmn bdsineee eommanliy bee e ueefal end Importeni 
pert to pley. We eie on the threebold of tbe meet nomentone iwriod In nfetory 
when the eell oomee to every netioo to pley lie pert to eehleve e greet deetloy not 
only for iteelf but lor tbe entire hanen reoe. Indie too mnet reepoiid to thie will. 
Whetever mey be the reeeUon In the politioel world to the Aeoembly epeeeh of the 
Viceroy, it inuet be reoognleed by ell thet Hie EsoeHeney wee -t «7 eineere when 
he deolered from hie militery experience thet no ol^tive oould ever be gelned 
without the fnlleet co-operetlon ol ell eoncemed. There le no uie denying the 
dilTeieneee end weekneeeee thet et prevent divide end eeperete ue. If we neve to 
gein our ob]eotlveb we muet oompoee our di£refence% oloee our renke end etend 
together. Tbe Crtpne offer ie etill open end It ie my etrong oonvietion thet with 
goodwill ell-round, the offer mey not only bdp to unite ue but eleo bring ebout 
reel trenefer of power to TnHiaBe.” 

Thb Food SrroATiog 

Sir MuthfQh Ch^tiar then turned to the food problem feeing the country, end 
deplored the Ihct thet politioel cepitel wee eonght to be mede oot of the ^le 
end herrowiog mieeriee of the peme by diflbrent feetloee within Indie Iteelf end 


by lirltieh reectionerlee whoee nndemooretie felth etill etood ffrmly rooted In epite 
of the leeeono of the wer end the nnmietekeble eepiretlone of the people of thie 
eoniitry. He traced the policy followed by Qovernment alnee 11190 with legeid to 
egrieuiture end eeid thet they were throughout the period negligent of the inlefiete 
of the peeaent end the egrienlturlei He mended for e redieel change In policy and 
eeid thet the Government of the dey ahonjd elweye think of the reel Inleiieu of 
the people of the oonotry. 

It was a aatter oi eooaldtiable gratifieatkn that the Vieeny haa lanognlaad 
that "the food ptoUea nut be oar flist eoaeani.'' What was israiasa wa a 
ptoper wmtrol of the prioa of foodatoA at a lord whieh wnohi |i*o to the 
apriooltoriat a fair ptioo, rad to the ooDsoim, loodatolb at a ptieo whieh ha ooaid 
afford. Bathmiag io all orbra areas IrrespaetiTe of wbothar they wort dsBdt or 
aurplns araos was also noeeaaary. If NasUty of aseriflee at a tee of stieas m to 
be iaepoaed on tha whole popalathn of the eoaotry. Thera WM do iiMompallblllto 
betwoea a aystaa of radODiog and harasidag It to the naral trade ehaands. it 
was to be hoped that tbe polia of aalog tha cslstlag liaks of whdssdan oad 
Mtailers for the pmoaieamt rad natrlhatioa of foodnaiiia, oableet to ray aofigaMds 
by way of saperviaory eootrd woold be folly restored wUhoat ray vtm haaaidoas 
Bwiateur hraoUag of tUs vital aaattar ol food sapidy by BoTeaae oAelals. 

With ragaid to tbo OovaiBMBt'b dtiro ogauat pirataeilog. tha PnaUaBt add 
that Ae Fadaratiw had bara whola>baatledly wiA the GovaniauBt ia ray waU* 
thought out aehaaoa to eoatrol prieao or to pravaat pmfltteog bat ^ woaM 
Bot to ai-ooMdvad te iM« dig aati d momobIo wUeh br ftm ^ 

ofalaMia view atardy teadad toauoy aad hanaaa the gaaard trading popolalioa. 

IbOHoi or laniAiioa 
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Im the fiiit ibai ihonld be likeD by the Goeenneit lo oonntenct intielioii. 
Tbe BiEt etep ehoald be to provide the worfciiig deeeee with Ihoee neoeneiiee of 
life whieh wul help than to ezpead their iaereMwd loeoMS with profit end luK to 
theneetvce* 

*Appereiitly the Oovemmeot oi Indie hed come to the eeiue oonclneion bot 
in eeinel preeUee thoj eeem to heve entirely mieeed ibe point when they decided 
to import eertein oonenmer goode ee e meeeaze of enti-iofletioii. Without conenl- 
tfog eny of the intereete eoneemed the Government of Indie heve fremed e list of 
ermei^hioh ought to be imported ee eoniomer-mMide for enti-infletionery purpoeea 
end In ^t Uet of ertielee Johnny Welker leede ell the reit It ie not by the im- 
fiee^tlon of eueh Inxnry goode which die rich went to pureheM thet the evils of 
hfletion een be teeUed. It ie reelly by eflbrding to the common men whet he 
neede moot end on which he cen uttliM hie newly obteined parchecing power that 
e cheek een be put to the evils of infletion.’* 

Import of CoveoMnn Goods Harmful to Ihdubtbtalibatioh 


.v\ The eoneumer goode which it ie steted the Government hed decided to imi»ort, 
Bdt ontov were not oelcnleted to check the infletionery evil but mey prove positively 
hemfoV to the growing indnetrielieetion of the country. It mey be remembered 
thet Gofemment et the beginning of the wer promieed to eeieguerd 
which were developed during the wer end it wee cetegoricelly stated that the 
nascent industries would not be left high end dry to fend for themselves end 
probably to be wiped out of existence by competition. "Now thet tbe shipping 
situation is e little easier end the possibilities of import the authorities al- 

ready seem to be tending towards the old practice of preferring imported articles 
to indigenonsly manufactured articles. It is imperative that the Guvernment should 
et once declare their clear and unembignous poliey in this matter. The indnstries 
that have been, started virtnelly et the instance of the Government, and have come 
to their rescue under dire circumstances must be assured that they will be kept 
idive during the continuance of the wer period, end that they will be adequately 
sefegnerded egsiost unfair competition et the end of the war/* 


Export Tradb Morofolisbd bt Foreign Goncbrns 

As regards the policy regarding exports from the country, the President obser- 
ved thet after the fell of France, the Government decided, without fairness to 
existing export end import interests, that only those who wi re doing busiiiesH for 
three years before the wsr should be permittM to continue busiiiess nii the basis 
of their sversge during thst period. This involved a certain amount of injustice to 
tboee who hed come newly into the field end also involved, owing to the methodn 
adopted by the Government the substitution in many esses of banking bonsos and 
a few shippers whose names appeared in the register of the Custom House, for the 
nsl businessmen who oanvassed orders, took the risks and .were responsible for the 
export end import trade of the oonntry. Notwithstanding this injuatiee, tbe Indian 
business community reo nciled itself to this new order as a short-term arrangement, 
nay were now in the fifth year of the war end to^y were faced with the fact 
that a virtual monopoly bad been ereated for a few big Importing and exporting 
houses, mainly foreign and thet Indian businessmen were gradually being squeezed 
out altogether from India’s foreign trade. It was an intolerable position requiring 
early rsviaion at the bands < f the Government. It was time that a ssstem of 
lioenilng was intredneed which would give a fair ahare of the buaioess to Indian 
commerc ia l honiosi 

"Avatar or East India Company” 

In mia oonneetion Sir Muihiah Ch&Hlar referred to the activities of the 
IJnitea Ki^dom Oommereial Oorpofation ia this oonntry. In spite of repeated 
demands. His Majesty’s Government have been unable to give a guarantee that its 
aetivitiea would be ended immediately after armistiee was declared. No wonder 
tbara la grave appiehenskm among oommereial Intereata that the U. K. 0. 0. may 
prove to oe anotner Avatar of the Eaet India OompiM and corner all the external 
trade of this eouatry through its own organisation. The Federation bad therefore 
asked that the Government should remove Ibis grave injustice and restore freedom 
of trade whmer it wee possible for Indians^to make direct contacU. "Tbe least 
that the Govemmeat eaa do la to promote an Indian Commercial Corporation 
which will be aolely lespoaaibla lor the pnrehaae of goods in this eoont^, and 
whieh would, if n i ri^ aq ^haad those ooasmodities at im to the U. K. O. a at 
teasonable prices, tiis U.JL C. 0* then tnking chi^e in those commodities and deli- 
vering them to the Govmbasenl or the peopw of the other oonntriea eoneemed. 
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bMdoBaiEOfttemiilrlatlilMAiiiM Um U.K.ac. 

opmtB iatmtlly bat to altovad to taka tha fcoods at port aad 
Aom at laamabla pitoat la loiaiisa aoaatrtoa." 

EfnuBATiov or Snauiro Balahcm 


Bir Midhiah ChdUdit tbaa turned to the question of the eoeumiitotion of 
•terlitiK balaoeee in EnKlend and to their p^ble ntilitalioo after the war* Thone 
faalaooee are now in the nnion of about £A0 enillion and map aaioont to BlSXJO 
million beioia the end of Uia war. Oertain artiolee In the iiewepapeia and eten in 
economic {ontnale tend to fcira tht Impression that somehow or other this aoeamu- 
lation of sterling balaneee in favour oi India reflects a gross proflteering on the pwrt 
of India and tiiat it to virtuallj tantamount to India not having i^ayM lu pnifier 
I 'art and lakcii iu share of burden In the prosecutioo of the war. It should be 
remembered that a good portion of these starlltig balances represents the value of 
goinls sold by this country to Great Britain, countries of the Middle East, America 
and even Australia. For these, we have had liardljr any return at all by way cd the 
iiiil>ortation of goods. All these materials and services have practically not been 
1»aid for except by the 1. O. U.' which His Ma)etity*s Government h»va given us and 
which repreeenta the so-called sterling balances. Our troops serving overseas have 
according to the financial arrangement between the Government of India and His 
Majesty’s Government, to be paid for by Great Britain, but we have been issuieig 
rii|)ee notes towards their pay for which Great Britain has again given ns only 
1. O. Us. All these factors have gone to make up the sterling balances. Verily it 
can be stated that these sterling balances represent the toil and sweat of the people 
and the blood and tears of millions of our countrymen. To turn round now for the 
cconomief or any other paper or individuals and speak of these sterling balances as 
an unfair advantage which India has gained over England is to put it mildly to 
show rankest ingratitude possible." 


Obarob of Tbofitbbrivo Ubfaie 


"When they talk of proflteering by India In the aceumulation of these sterling 
balances, I wonder," said Sir Muihiah Chettiar, "whether they realise what n 
boomerang they are forging for themselves. Everv article suppHsa to the British 
Government hes b^n at controlled pricee— *oontroflGd by the Government of India. 
It to well-known that from the very start of the War, the Supply Uepirtmeot 
through Its contracts and otherwise has controlled these prices for the bensflt of 
every nation except our own. I wonder whether there Is any other country among 
the Allied nations which has charged less for its oversees customers and more for 
the cittoens of Its own country. It is in these cirourostonoes thst the charge to 
lightly and glibly made that India has exploited the needs of the Allied nations 
and by profiteering has built up these huge sterling balances." 

Nkbd fob Building up Dollar Bbboubobb 
"In dealing with eterliug balaneee." continued the Prmident, "one naturally 
comet across the problem of dollar bslsncos. During the war. India has ^ a 
favourable balance of trade with the United States and could have built up fairly 
large dollar balances. In the Interest of the war effort, the Government of India 
decided that all the dollar resources should enter Into a common Empire P(^« 
The time has now come when this arrangement should be reviewed and radically 
revleed. The Empire Fool has played itc part ; Lease-Lend arrangements and 

reverse Lesse-Lsnif arrangemento enable Great fl*Sfari[!LnT*of”*lSto 

without having reeonrse to dolltrs to any large extwt. 

abonld therefore built ito own dollar jwou^ on at leMt wnent 

United States and abonld not allow thtoe balaneee to be mwed in any taplm 

PwJl We abonld like to have the assurance of the Finance Member that tbia will 

^ Pnridait tiMB.nfnnd brWIy.to th. iiit«rB.ttoBri mertwy .e ^ uA 

said - 

are eonaideted, 

•tcength of any one country or 


Drideied. not wlUi • Tiew to •««»• to 

cratUyinc that Um Fumm. 

woold be mUnly detenulned b» Um to tg.^ ^8* ^ . 

AnSSiSMt oiw rtMMd Um Mrftof « tS!2L"ls22‘ fcSSlbLA ^ 

entira tnosport ujuiam of the oouotey. Ito irilwof^ «tp|w»«i «» WwiI ood 
rpertal, and the air>ira]ra. 


as fSDBBATIOIi OF IHDIAN OHAHBEBS OF OOMlIBBaB [ nw. 

^ Fotr-WAE BKxmnvoimi Turn 

Hr MnlMtli Cfmttiir proewdrd to diieaii al kogtik tte pnilMi oi Mt>im 
waoUfctlon of India and aaid tbal ilia faiiiMa proWai SZiMald iiim na 
dwdag lha pariod of laeoMlraetion would rogoiia tha gi aail aara and aMeatba 
la Mr aolntion and aall lor tha adflea and Tanomniandatlnai of non-eflicial 
opiaton to help the Gofammant to eoma to a daoitioD. Ha hopad th>:t the re-cona- 
troaiion wonld ba plaonad on an all-India baaia and that tha virioM achawca of 
larpaatmatlon wonld ba eharaeteriaad bp thorongbnan^ bold planninis and a 
ptoyg appMlation of tha naada of tha oonntrp. 

Xiat na ha?a no nora of tha Mind laa^ng tha blind, obaaiaad Blr Mnthiah 
Obattiar in eondnaion. Lot na haaa a bold . and datarminad affort to pot tha 
aaonomy of tUa eonnbrj on a aoond baaia. I ahall ba tdd thal all thla naeda mooep. 
It la aommon knowladga that nonaj ia alwaya found for war bnl never for a fl^bt 
agalnat tha more ramoraalaaa anamlaa of ignoranoa, diaaaae and atarvaM. To-day 
In many oonntilaa bold advantnroua mathoda of raiaing money for pnrpoaea of 
war aa wdl aa lor national wdfara have become a aommon thing. Wa in India 
are wtBlag to main all poaeibla aaorifioa in onr economy, if only wdl considered 
plana for vltaUdnn: our national Ufa and battering tba lot of the common man 
ara plaoed before the people of thia country ao aa to eaptnia tbair imaginaUon and 
inaplia thdr faith. Bucb a plan lor tha bnllding np of tha India of to-morrow m 
tha long tarm plan of aoonomie davalopmant for India which waa raeantly piibiiditd 
over tba a^atoraa of Sir Pnrihotamdaa Thakurdai and othara. On behalf of 
tba Fadaratloii and on my own, 1 widi to any how deeply they have laitl tlie 
county In ddbt to them by thdr maatarly plan of aoonomie ra-eonatmction. It ta 
nolowortby that in hla apaaeh to tha Indian Legialatnra the other day, H. E. Uia 
VIonoy add that tha Qovarnmant ware azamining tha plan with interaet. To 
think that tha plan aonldna a fully-hatehad praotied aehama oomplate in every 
detail, ia to miaa tha point of its Importance. It gives rather a vision, nn inapira- 
tion. It ia a mine of auggastiona baimd on a mass of facts earefnilv marshalled 
and waigbad. It ic a aehama which oontdna within its flazibla basic prindpIeB of 
ra-oonatmctlop, which if wiady followed and firmly put Into practice, will, 1 have 
no doubt, ansura tha happinaia and walfara of tha India of to-morrow, it la In 
M light tliMora, that 1 wdaoma the publication of this plan and congratulate 
tha auttim on the great and timely aarvioa they have rendeicd to tba country. 

Rwoolulions 


DwmnoH OF National T^wAnima 

After the praaldantial addraas the Federation passed n number of raidutiona. 
Kuwwraraja 8%r Muthia ChtUiar was In tha chair. 

The Fadaration **viawad with aarious conoam** the datanlion of national 
landora and aspraaaed the fading that thdr oontinnad detention la not Joatlfiabla 
and Ihnrafora tae Federation damnndid their immadinta rdaaaa particularly in view 


of the fbot that prdilama of vary grave import ara fadng tha eonotry tha aolution 
of mVkk haw to a large extent on Government aaouring the general goodwill of 
tho publio. ua Fedarattoa alao alroogly azpraaaed the opinion that, with the war 
naamg Ik and; ia ISnrw* oan only find n proper place and play an effective 
part In m ailttaihaal of poat-war pcoblama In an ntmoaphara which tha idaaee 
of Ihm national laadara and the astdillahinant of a Nntiond Govarnmant at the 
OhiIm vdidd wwln 

lauAti Balasob Abmad 

•la • CMolatioa od Into^-bdiiaM Um SWmttoD nitantad ito opiaioa 

aoaaaralatad atacUng aiadUa dwaU in Um fliat inatenaa ba ntlliaad to 
lapatrialo Britlih ooBmNial iavaoteant in India and with ninid to the balanM 
Swartinn endlta tho Govanatont ol Intia AonU aooaa an nntetoMng fran the 
BrMahOovanmant^taaMte Talwof dhnMi#winiingor ntlnr tha vat 
datvodatoa in tma pt gedd. ^ G a y a tn to B t ||ji l,t f^ i i aa t a Beaar t a 
Bank o( In^ fttt all ito atailiDf hdIdiBn to tho aaHad at ayA daptaatoHon. 

WhOa noting with aatiataetwn tha llnaaeo ImM% aanoanoaaiaat that a 
nart of toa doUaia aeeraiag to India on tnda bolaaiao vim bo eceditod to hat, tba 
fMatadon pat on toaoid tbf iaat that India haa ao lu baao dapiirad of gold and 
dollat etauta aa a ttoalt of tho rapoo bdog linbad to attoling and of Sa dollar 
ftaaiaiUon oidar. Xba Badantiom damanded that at laaat at tbla Ute eugn alt 
ddm — *»^g to latta arhottn an tndo balanoo or olharwlaai ahonld bo enditad 
to naaonnt and. that tta B aaotTO Bank of India Aet bo amoodad to taake it 

poaaiblc loc ttn Bank tb htdd dollat bdanoea. 
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fliTK Ammorn 

«M aitolM, (to IWmtito aotoi’ vMi •^mMob Aat cm itoiwatloa 


g AaiA Gomum 

TS££SAV%lSSSS^'VA*%.^ 

3 ■as? SifiTj! 

iri U|ddiifat^ HMbs imu !4 to tilt of food* 

Md tot gimfot Mudito foli tboni tot iceamttt in olbcr 
.tC tot totgtdy i^y tmttitMtd^fa Btngtl. tot Fedt- 


of f btoffiidot tir tnamto dtttoopMoto it lodit wto utdtr tiit Goimaittito 
yttfo B ttij Wtr tttoiK bot tt tratltd thtl totit tdbcmtt. wooto bt* troh^ witlioiit 
ddif in tfott fo U i Ptito lt o wito Min oomnitnitl Infomto tnd tool lliofi^i of 


ttna^ma fowl taclitiftty tttltd' to Itdlto Ooni 
eOBtotKMFIp lodiM aoUmto In wtimi for gn 

of riidtb ttlwt iitittgt twit Intot tml tot ntt 

bt intfalfOitRj t ttn it d tf timiltr rlgbto on t fnlto rtelproetl bttit It xtopor.l of 
•my txtontol (lif Itatn wUth ltdto t( my timt night cbott to opmtt. Tbt Ft^ 
ntom ifoo foil tool Mtf foitton tir lint opertiing torongh Itdit iboald not bttt 
Iht right to plefc tp tnj ol tot totorntl trtflie In Itdit* 

Wi» Ribsb lir 8 UBAni;n rcmt 

Ktgtiditg Wmt Kitki fGbodt) nnd iFto^tfitt) Itiimace Micntt, tot Fcdt- 
tntiOB nigtd upon tot Oovcmhitnt of IndtA tbnt in ?itw of tot fanprorod oitottioa 
of tot wtr In itronr of tot Allite tnd to riew of fht ttbuttfitl tceittlont to tot 
War Bitkt Faod, tttimtitd to tnouiit to Rii. 16 croret cm March Sl» lSt 4 » tud in 
vitw of tot oompaiatlfeij Inrignihcant elaimt on tbt Fuih 1 « do foitoa payment of 
prtmlnm undtr tot War RUk* Faetoriet Intnranct Selicmt abould bt rttliicd 
from tooat Intured who bad alfcady paid eight intlalmtota of tot full pifmlii]ii 
and that tot ri»k io rtap«iet of aneh inauriNi ihoiild be extended for a farlbtr periad 
of out ytar tndlBg Mcuch 31 , 1645 . While appreeiating tot GovtnraMoto aetfon 
in fnxtlim itdnciDg tot rate of premimn undm tbt Wtr Riokt latortnot dehtmt 
to anntt two pa* oeat par montb, tot Fedtraticm, In view of the impnwtd titnalfoii 
Wat Inrthtr ui opinion that nt tnbttoolial amonntt had toerntd to tot aehtmt and 
at tot o Mw tgtintt the Fond ao far paid by the Govprament wait eompaintivtly 
intignifittnt; tot Govtmmtnt abonld rednet lortbwtto tot rata to half anna par 
cent par month. ^ ^ 

U. K. C, 0. 

On tot United Kingdom Commarciat Oorpoiation, tha Federation pnton rtoprd 
that tot appiehtnaiont tntertoiDtd and given axpramiOD to at Itt laet anpnal ftador 
regarding toa operation and toe axtendon of trMe aellvitlet of toe U. K. 0. C 
m bora, on* by tb. findinn <A tte wport Irm th. Oc; 

mltlM of Pablie Aeconnio Kibmittad to tbo ftiltab Fbriiamot, wbkb wm b.^ 
OB oonUdoidid pvtienlm telnting to the wotUdk ol tbo Ooriiontioo. Hu Fodo; 
ntioo, in vion of tboio findingn, p i w o d tbo OortrnnioBt el Indin to Mko ail 
fmoiMo otm ik> thoit nownr to oniagnanl tbo intenoto of In^oa ttado and oob* 
oonot pnraralaily in nor on i intt vaifcoU in tbo poot-vnr period. 

Fmmi'FuB Pijut 

Mr. Ntttim Samjam BvHur aorad s Tta Fo to nttai trolemco tb* 
aoonomie devetopmaot for Inditp at apooaortd ^by^Sir Purthf^mdaf Tkmkwrd^ 
ml ototrt oa a oonatmelivt eontribotton towoida tlw abintioo of teono^ 

prdbltmto The Ftdtiation tctoidt He wbolt-btarM t npport to ^ fvndtmtnM 

teonomy batwtan agricaltnit tnd Indnetry. The 
wtfoomet te .brqad 


Mian oommtrelal inforetfai and toat Ibofigbt of 
dning air ttrvitai within tha oonntry woaM be 
riniBdiin OampaBita, whith wart owned end 
In wtnm for grant by rndia to ioitign air Uatt 
idSm and tot ntt of Indian air batea, ladta mnat 


air lint operaiing torongh India abonld not hava 


ID iniumr ItlinciDg mw mw oi prvniiaiB urnwr wm wiir awwp Avaumnw 
to annaa two pt* oeat par montb, tot Fedtratifm, In view of the impnwtd i 
Wat Inrthtr ui opinion that nt tnbtitolial amonntt had aoerntd to toa aebi 
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, llio GOTonaMiii of Indio to cooOgBiio tiBt dio pool wg 
BMiot be booed on dw dbiaetivoo, biood ptineiiploe end 
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(f oet ap by tho GoforoBMiit lor ooBoideiiBfE oehcBioo of poolBior sooono- 
troelioB end the pMSoeoo oo for aodo. The EodototloB ie doioitonr of iho ooioioB 



tel QD-co-ordiDOled deportmentol eehcmco in the obiNBoo of o well^ooneebrod ond 
oompiebeiioiTO plon, oonnot foonll in oddoring the doted obgeellvo of o brood-booed 
ooon^le dordopmoni of te oonnlry.** 

Mr* Sarhtr referred to the oonntrj-wide enthnoiooai ond inlenol oionoed by 
the ploot which, fab ooid, hod the object of enonrinj: o minioonin otondovd of life to 

noher or the poor poorer, bot to 


te ooflomoB moB, eerloinly noC to moke the rich ; 

Impiwe the lot of the hove-noto. After deoeribing the brood ontllneo of the l 

Mr. Boter ooid thot they hod the Federotion*o fmleil rapport bnt the Federolion 
hod not hod time to exomine the detoilo of the oeheme^ oneh oo te prioritieo to be 
ottoehed to the ▼oriono component elemento in the plon» the woyo ond meono of 
finondng the plon. etc. The Fcderotion woo. therefore, nnoble oo yet to eznreoo ony 
definite opinion on ouch detoili. Moreover, the plon woo not complete wiraont on 
indicotion of the future role of the Bute in economic molten oo well oo ochemeo 
of diotrlbtttion. Without oome equiUbie methodo of diotribution, indivlduol income 
might not be oufficient to ochieve the minimum otondord, while o minimum income 
without corrdotlng it to prieeo might be meoningleoo. 

“Our problem**, concluded Mr. Barker^ “io not merdy one of reconotruction. 
It io eooendolly one of conotruction from the very beginning. Thot io why we 
ipeok of our took oo one of economic development of Indio ond not of po^wor 
ceoonotrnetlon.** 

M&. BuLA*e RsptY TO Gbitiob of PtAW 
Mr. O. D. Birla, one of the anthon of the plon, oeoonding the raralntion, 
•upporting the fifteen-yeor plon, moved bv Mr. N. K. Barker, onggeotcd thot there 
woo nothing frightening about the huge inveotment propooed for the plon. After 
oil, be eeid, te eo-eolled economice of o country were no more ten the eoonbmice 
of o &mily in a magnified form. Here waa o family of 40 crorei thot wonted to 
produce more and conaume more. It found that if it waa to eonrame more, it 
muot produce 200 per cent more by the end of fifteen yearn. It oleo eolculoted 
tel, it it oonld produce that much, the family membera would be able to donble 
te eoDOumptioD of their goode oo compared with their preeent poaition after 
making full proviiion for the deipondo of the children that would be bcxrn into 
te family durlim the next fifteen yeore. Tlie queotion wea bow to produce 200 
per oent more. The family diaoovmd that It needed new equipment ond o larger 
amount of work from ite mernbm in order to touch tne mark of te propooed 
produetion. For eq^ment they found they had come money portly in ooah ond 
portly in eterling. They planned to aprad that money end olao borrow oome in 
te oonntry whm tey propoaed to pnreheee equipment. Bnt that woe not onoiigh. 
Bo Aey dralded to put up more work with the labour of the family membere to 
eomifiete the work on Mnipment. They had not bad ttonA to do eo lira nod thni 
bod plenkv of Iteire. They did not therefore find any diflieolty in epnring extra 
dmo tanihii new work. Let no toget te woide *iovmge* and oieoted money and 
lovonroblo boloneeo. Lot no find out wfant extra lobonr we ore eelled noon to 
eontiibvl^ ^ eohieve onr object. Tho onewra In a nnUhell io thot wo do not 
ooed to employ more than 4 par cent oxtio membera of te pcqmlotioD dniing te 
ffli iiiiiiHg period to oomploU te new Thio dfa per oent of the pofitetioB 
mtenw mm prodnetlve^ te leet and thot ml^ lep^t 15 per ewri M 
the eotnlng eopodU of te whole popnhdioo, headdraT 

Befraring^theFinoiiee Member'e argnment tel, If the 1.000 oraieo of onr 
•teriing xeaouoee now with the Beierve Bank of Indio were need lor the oIob* te 
honMet io the ennen^ miiAt be afibeted. Mr, BIrlo eeid tet the teS ite 
fsewe Ml Esglssd *001011104 In £ mllflAe, egelBiri which raM held hf te 
Bonk of EoglnBA woo en^ te ndM Um thot io per cent, Wonll 

on |hot oooonnt any tel tne oniimy ol^Unglond fnet now wea not In in 
pwSnT If al3Bg hod no aolvwMy ahwni tide wea te iinBii|nfapM:i 



-4 lUB. ^ ] ntOOEBDUtOB AND BBBOLDlieMB M 

tiiw >> tt ane wm to tlx Whmm, Mmb<rt lade-ttM f km 
M^bg « k iMMtog to rapeiii mnl^ ww ■ dMiggrow ww iw S^ > Bmt Ik. 
Bbb wd BOt bfllbvB thftt thB poiiliflB of iloribg vbb m bod oo biA boo did bo 
took thbt to ol^Bg boekbf audo to pooltoi of to ropn b bbv way Koogib 

BOb bot ao« aaMOBtad b aboat Ba. 890 am uaim wuSTto 

^naam,U Talgat to BNMtKtoaMwntad to about 98 oMWi OK a baok- 
bg <a aaon to pm aant. Baidy b jmpmA of it* gold bookbg to ibbm 
« aa b a mneb ato ogm pontioo toa atoribg. Aad if paopb bad aot loti friUi 
b to aolvaoey of atoribg toM waa.BotoiBg to tar about to faith b to aoltaaop 
d to mm If «a wm to aeeapt tba Fbanw Membmla bgia, too. aa tog aa 
thm wu the pveieDt eise of oar note iiene we muet oontlnae to hold oar lem 
■teling imte oi the iMdkiog of the rapee. We ehoald not for e nomeal toam 
them. For ell preetieel parpoMti thet would mean that oar eeaeta in oterlinc 
were permanently froxen in Eofdend’e feroor. Oould any one finntemnlete oneh e 
poaition with e^oenimity f 

Mr. Birle oonolnded with e cell for unity of pnrpoH end the enliifetioo of 
e eonetnmtlTe peyehology in Indie in order to make e •nooen ot the plen. 

Mr. C. u. KotKari (Madras) eeid that it was lor pnbUc opInloB now to 
atrenRthen the hands of the leaders end resolve that, however staggering the flgufss. 
the plan mast be brought to fmition. 

BIr. If. P. Bagaria (Oaleutts) thought that it would be a good ides to enoonrsge 
intelligent eritieism of the plan by translating it into the various languages of 
the oountn. 

Dr. Hamid (Bombay) felt that the authors of the plan were puting the cert 
before the horse, inesmueh os the formation of a National Government was a 
condition precedent to the working of the scheme. He personally did not see any 
chance of a hundred per cent free Indie to carry ont the scheme. 

Mr. A. D. Shroff (Bombay), one of the authors of the plan, sounding a note 
of warning to the country at large and the commercial community in particular, 
stated that eve^body must "prepare himself or herself to face the nardships, priva- 
tions end aaorinces which the ezecution of a plan ot this magnitude would omI will 
entail for every body. Befcrriog to the crltioism that the plan aimed at strengthen- 
ing capitalists, he said that such uncharitable end unfounded criticism must 
obviously be Inspired from interested quarters. While he would leave the actual 
working of the scheme to a future National Government he would urge the 
Government to show one or two small mercies. If the Government in terms of 
the Viceroy’s speech believed that their obfectives were the same u that of the 
authors of the plan, they should do nothing which would mske it mors diffieult to 
carry this plan into fruition in the future and secondly, they should stfeogthen 
their statlstiw organisation so that when the time came for the establishment of 
a Planning Comnuasion they would have sufficient and up-to-date data to work upon. 

The resblation was passed. 

Food Situatiov 

The meeting adopted a lengthy resolution on the food situation in the country, 
which was moved by Sir Puruahothamda$ Thakurdaa, The resolution rsconled its 

e rofound sorrow at the heavy loss of lives and the impairment of the buslu of a 
irge section of people in the countnr os a result of the famine, and whileideploring 
the look of forssight end of a co-ordinated policy on the port of Gorenimsnt, wkm 
mIgM have preveotsd the calami^, wemmed the eflbrts reesntly being mode in 
them for improving the sttuetion. 

With a view to preventing a reeurrenee cd famine oomUtions, the re^utte 
suimestsd that the (Government of:Iodia should (1) evolvo and implement m qll-Ind la 
pffiiey for the production, proeniement end distribntton <d food grains sud ^ siwelss 
sufflefsat vigilance over Provineiol Govemmsnto sod, if 

to carry outkrectively end effioientlv the oll-lndia polioy that mlffii down, 

(2) utilise under Government contrtf nonnol tr^ ^ ^ os p ossibis h^ 

in the proeurement end distribution of food gralnn (g) stop eiports a nd ine iesm 
imports Mfood-grolns from obr^ with a view to bnUffinn up 
od^uete quantity of icservm end (« •▼olfu • 

proseeution of the Grow Bto ^ SlSSli!* 

Snaneial and otherwise, to Provincial Gqvsm men tfc Qovmnmeni s^id uli e jggig 

measures for ensuringThat prices of tod-g^ “ i£2L ALiSSTfo? 

level, so that tte grower could always have a s uffide nt incantife ipr enmniosiv 
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jnit iMoliitioii nigad the OovtnmMft to iootltBlo innodioto wmnam te the 
loHolNlitelioD of fimino-otrielM oohm. 

"Tri Fum nr BivaAL Oiwbd** 

Sir AbdtU Halim Ghatnavi, oopoorttog the iMolotioiii eonivyed on bclnlf of 
Bensnl, her gmteful thiinke for the seoeroiif donntioM whidi the liit of Indio ood 
Indiene obioitfl had gireti to htr* He eomploined that the Preee in Bensol wee 
ffittffed. ao that full doteila of the diaeater oonld not be nede imblie. The rael 
dimenlty wee leek of trenaport There were no wogona, no bollocka end no booto 
OTollftble for cerrjlng food. There woe opprehenalon in the mind of ereryone that 
unleaa Goremnent decided to gire the people boota. bollocka* and wagona the aitoa- 
*ion would not Inu^rove. 

Sir Abdul Halim eotnpated the methoda of rationing in India with thoae in 
Great Britain and aaid that in the latter eaae baaie itema* anoh aa, wheat and flour 
were not rationed. 6t.?angely enough, they had atarted with rationing baaie food 
auoh aa rice. Sir Abdul Halim aaaerted that more food eonld nem be grown 
unleaa the Goremment furniahed the ryot with agrieultural machinery* larnliaera, 
aeeda and financial aatiatance. * 

Mr. 2>. Sen (Oalentta), Mr. if. A. SrinivMan (Preaident* Myaore Chamber 
of Commerce), Mr. lehverdaa MalUk (Kataehi) and Mr. X>. if. Naik (Bombay)* 
anpported the rcaolution, which waa paam. 

Coal Sbortaqb 

The Federation paaaed a reaolntion on coal and fuel, in the conrae of which 
it enpreaaea the opinion that the recent acareity of coal in the country waa mainly 
due to labour shortage intensified by GoTcmment*s policy of exporting eoal abroad 
and no such, special eudearoura should be made by the Goremment to help eolli- 
eriea to inereaae raisinga by making more labour aTailable at the odllimes, by 
stopping the drift of eoal miners to military works in other areas and also by 
arranging to procure necessary stores, plant and machinery for nse in coal mines. 
The Federation further suggested that steps should be taken to encourage the 
opening of new mines and that an embargo\be placed on the export of coal from 
India,, and axpreaaed the opinion that the ahdi^e of labour would be rery much 
leduead by making working condkiona more attraetire and rMuaated the Gorern- 
ment to gtre (he neoeaaary faoilltlea to the colliery owners. The Federation aihed 
for the constitution of in Independent Coal Beaearch Board to study the prevailing 
oonditions and to recommend steps to secure plant and machinery to recorer 
amoksiees domestic fuel and other by-prodneto. particularly, tar* diaInfeoUnts* 
naptbeline aud bensine by low temperature prooeaa. It also urged the eatebliah- 
ment of a fuel research station at Dhanbad. 

The resolution was mowed by BAr. A. L. Ojha, Calcutta* and was seconded by 
Fir Shri Ram (Delhi). 

The meeting next discussed the annuri report of the Federation and adopted it 


ResoIalioBt— 2nd. day— Now Delhi— Sih. March 1944 

Pos^Wae Irdostbibb 

The post*war position of indnstrles eMablUed during the war waa among the 
snhieets ou which the Federation at its second day's sitting put forward Its 
demnds. 

in a lesolation mored by Mr. G. L. iMSs, Calcutta, the Federation exprtpsed 
'’grare appeobansion'* regarding the post*war postlion of a nnmbor of new tudnatrisi 
and pardcularly those which had keen brought into existenoo in thia oonatry during 
the war m SMet tha war nsesaaitisa of tbo Allied nadona aa wtU aa Iho CMentim 
dTil noeda of the publie in In^ The Federation fnrtbcr pointa cut that the 
eatiMobment of some of these industries wee definitely cnooungjdi by the Gorem- 
mSnt with an aasnranee that auch induatries would be xiTen eudt wqnate meeanie 
dl protection against unfair eompatition from outaide lu^ aa My be fonnd neoea- 
•ary fdr the eontinuence of their exietenee in the poetrwar perifid. *'Wbile appre- 
ciating anch an naauranea from the Gorernment, the Federation ia of mdnion that 
•nftoble machinery on the Unca of the Ad Hoc Committee under the Safsgueiding 
of inductrieo Aet In Uie United Xiagdmn abould immedieteiy be evblfed to conei- 
der the claime of auch iudnatiiea for adcqpato proteedoiH-when aooisaaiy*-wiiluml 
to 9 y d krt U ce to the Tariff Board* 

"Hi. Ffdcnden pnteat. .g^.t th. poliey iwwtt* adkisted bgr 

dw Oomnawt la aieoandns umMcd import, of mmialMtaNa coooa wmoli on 
ftt ^oMBt mMolartoMd and mpplM to th. pobUe bp iho aowlp m t i lill ihi d 
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n/oaujasoB amd mmtxrmm 


iodilMoiia iadiitlri«i ia India. It it of opiaioa that tbtit ladaniiMi art la a 
potUlon to ntttl tht ineitatiBC deaMadt in the toaatry ipr tneh ataal4eiaitd 
titlelct only If tbe Goftramtiit tsitnd to thcai tht nrmamj tttftltaet ia ttit 
tbapt of farther importo of plant tad mtehiaarj tad of mttrlalaii ttoiit tad tht 
itqtiltitd oompoiitnt partt for tuoh increaatd oatpai** 

Mr* JfeMa want on to refer to the iaet that the war had ditelottd the ttkltatt 
amonfc the pMple of oi^anitinK eap^ity. ttehaleal ability and iMlM erafttaaaaahlp 
necetttry to bnild tip an effielent Induttrial ttmetara. What wta reqairtd from tim 
Qovernment, he taliL wtt a oatefforioal deolanitlon ol polley that ladattrlet eatab* 
lithed or expanded during **tlie war and having a definite aatlgnable plaee in tbe 
peaM eoonomy would be given a doe meatart of pioteetlon lor a reatonable period 
of time^ to that they might have a mialmam period of aartare and gtowtfi btflm 
being expoted to the fall rigoait of eompetltion front ettabllahed indattritt la 
foreign eonntiiea. The aaauranoe given by Sir ilamoetoamf ifadaltor. tht thM 
Commerce Member, In the Central Aatembly oa jiareh 12, {[1240^ did not go far 
enough* A eomprehenalve and detailed programme of poet-wei atlllaetlon St wer 
pleiitt would have to be worked ont 

Beferring to the propoeela to Import tpeolalited Unda of goodi^ among whfeh 
he remaiked, were apiritaoaa liquora for the naa of n tplrltiial aatior (Uagliler). 
Mr. Mehta laid If bieyclea and tana ooold be imported tegardleta of tne^ bott&neea 
of ahipping, it was diflienit to nnderatand why their eomponen^ anrti or enpitnl 
gooda and machinery eonld not be imported lor expanding donum ptodootloii. 
The decision to import textUea from the United Kingdom wu in dltiaet oontraven* 
ti, n of the Govemment’e ewnrenoei thet only eomnioditiee whkh were either not 
produced in Indie et all or prodneed in extremely email omtitiee would be 
imported. Tbe United Kingdom OovenimeDi turned down tbe Oanedien Oovera- 


in Indie et all or 
Tbe United Kingdom 


Govern- 


ment*B ofibr \oi one lakh tone of wheal lor fiengni'a famine-atriokan peopit oa the 
plea of ahorlagt of thipphig tpaet^ bat diiiming apace wu lonnd for importlitg 


plea of ahorlagt of thippiog tptet^ bat diinping tptet wu lonnd for importhtg 
whlaln and toilet jstoda and Itxlilta. Mr. fithte dtelactd it wu nt e eaaary to hmltt 
that the rapidly aeoumtiiating iterMag balancu dhoold not bt uHliatd m .an^ a 


way u to aaaiat and eBkoottrm Brifeini manulactuiw and .exports ate Iht war at 
tbe expeau of IndieB muatrial development or to eeatriet ladia*t UMoKy and 
power to mte parohaua ol flnnt end tuehiiiefy in the irorldli beat and chiignat 
marketa (eheerai. 

*eA>OTAai* OF ISBU* IltlKJnUfe. 

Mr. L, a. Jarivaia (Bombsy) Mid thM whot bad bMo MUavad ia Mm iaMaa* 
trial Add in the «ai ymn mtm fu riMrt cl vhat ehe eoald Mhiwa FMb Imt 
neoutoes ia aien aad aatwlaL Thaie me dnady ia ntogiwc what ha ,tmid a 


“MbotaKB’* of' In^an ladaetriea : ha laaraad that a BriMab aatapeay far te mdaa* 
tion of etotaffe battaiiaa aad aaeamalatota had baea^aaeoaniHad to ariatM llaril 
in India, whUe then nara already la axiataaea aix fodlaa aompa^ f or tha atana. 
faotora of thaaa gooda and thair fidl prodaeMaa aapaci^ had not yot haaa 
fully ntiliacd. „ . . .... . . 

Hr. B. O. Okoch ^Galcatta) oigad that ladiaa iadoatriaa need aotbai^oloialia 
in aaUnK for proteetton. He draw attaatioa to tha faat that in Anattate a prapo^ 
bad been amda for tbe anion of oonnttiM aimilarly plaead oa Mairia iadoatrial 
deralopmant ao that they aouid praaeat a aaitad front aad piaaa foe prataaMoa of 
natlouv* iodustriea. 

Hr. A. B. Bhatt (Poona) aaked that the ad toe eoniinitta ptop^ ia Mm 
naOlntion abonld inelnde r e pi aaeataMTaa from the Fadaratloo whieb vaa tha aqpotonl 
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id «q(id OonnMBt to lailitato • aotop 

^dfi^taraM ol towtliw to ooMaltall 

^ tondS^noi!^ to th* eooatrj itokto k* "dd, vm 

ImiU oa a twaatialb oaatan p at tom, bai apea a IBdi aaatacy aeoaaale attostaM^ 
aad «aa baaad oa a MMau of pabUe aad Moial amnditaia wbUb ma aati* 
diloTha. Tba piaaaat Mgb nta at toeoBM aad aiaaaa pcoflta toiaa bod tataa aw^r 
ail toeoattfo to pradooliaii aad lha aaw tax prapoadla. whieb wooM toka away 
piaelieal^ all iba pndto won booad' to tojan anay boatoaaan. Oaa of too waya 
to combat inflatwa waa to toeiaaaa prodaetloo, aad to thiaooBBoetioB. howoiud 
imw tin GofttBflMot to to olhif mdntlriii iho — >* eooooiiiooo vhioh thoy 
bif mated to tiM ootf tadaitfV to ooetl^^ Bofoniag to tho ^Fiaim 

Moamr*b hlate aboat tezatloo for poat-war xaeoattraonoa. Sir Banridaa dadaxad 
that aaj oodi tazaSoa woold be TmiBaBtly oppowd by taa oomiaareial oommaaity 
ttU thoy aaw aad approrad of a oomprabaanTa raeooatniotloa plaa. 

Bopportlag tha laaoiotioa laovaa by Sir Badridaa Gcaaka. Mr. Jf. A. Ma$Ur 
(Bombay) polated oat that la aay pollay of tazatioo, tba importaat aoaaidaratioa 
ahould aot be loat al^^t of that what waa got for a highly iadoatrlaliaad aonatry 
Ilka Bagland might hara aerloaa aoaaeqaaaaaa whan applied to India which waa 
aot highly daralopad indoatrlally. Ha arltiolaad tha policy of lafying heavy import 
datlea oa raw materlala or apara parte Imported into Ihia coont^p and aaid that 
thaae datlea teadad to hamper the iadaateial growth of thia coantry by puttii^ 
the indigeoooa artielea at a diaadvantaga wIGi artialaa imported from abroad. Ha 
pointed oat that, oa aertain apara parte laqolnd for teztila Induatiyt tha import 
daty waa 90 par aanto while the doty on the finiahad product waa only 10 per aent. 
Ha dapraeated tha tax policy of tha OovamaMat which took away not only 100 
par cent of the azceaa prodte of an indnatry, bnt made an inroad into tha atandard 
profita aiao. The reaalt of thia policy waa* that indnatrlea were left without adequate 
fonda for azpanalon and development Ha aaid that relief and aiiowancea jnanted 
by (Sofarnmant for renewala and rapaira. depreciation, reaarva and rahabuitation 
prograinina and fatare ezpanaioa ware not adequate and aaaerted that tha whole 
poli^ aaemad to be afanad at pravantlag atabiliaation or azpanalon of indnatriea 
after tha war 

Mr. /• J, Kapadiia quoted figurea from the balanea aheata of certain companiea 
to rabatantiate Mr. Haater*a atatement that tha tazae took away not only all tha 
ezeaaa prollto, but alao made an Inroad into atandard profit For inatance, a 
company whoaa ezcaia profite amounted to Ba. 152 lakha had to pay Be. 101 lakha 
an £. Po T., Ba. 21 lakha under the old acale aa depoait and Ba. 26 lakha as the 
nonaal hmma and anper tezea, totaliing Be. 148 lakha. But under the new 
propoaala, tha tazea would make an Inroad into tha atandard profit The reault of 
thia heavy tezatlon, ha coneladad, quodng varioua aatboritiet would ba Lack of 
aaperviaioo, inafflciancy and waate. Indaatriaa ware not pbilanthropia inatitutiona, 
ha aaid, and anleaa thaia waa tha ioaantiva of profit Uia induatriaa would not thrive. 

pointed out that thoa ware many indaatriaa like eleotrlaal nndertakinga which 
waia not making any war profite. But they had alao to pay away all their profite aa 
tazea. Tha hiatory of tha Bdtiah connactioo with India, particularly in the sphere 
of eommaroa and indastry, ha aaid, had been one of loat opportunities. Ha hoped 
that tha Govammant would graap at laaat thia opportunity to do their duty by 
thia eouatry. 

jrfiaa Bahadur G. d. Doaraat' (Oalcatta) and Mr. B§elUttar Singh also 
aupported tha raacdutionj which waa adopts 

IHDUWB* Bigbtb nr Foot-wab Buema 

Tha Federation passed a resolution on tha question of Indians in Post-War 
Burma which urged (H that than ahould ba no control of tha immigratioa of 
Indiana Into Burma after the ceaaation of tha present hostilities, (2) that Indiana 
ahould ha%a tha same Mbi of free eatey and tha same status in that country in all 
napeeta aa wen enjoyed by peieona domicilad in tha United Kingdom, ^ that it 
was aa a a a t ia l, in the aommoo hitereate of Io<tta and Burma, particularly :n view of 
neent davelopmeate, that than ahould ba cloaar aaaoeiatlon bteween tha two coun- 
tries and that Indians should, at all ategaa, ba fully aaaooiatad with tha pnparatlon 
of leconatmetlon and nhabilitatioa plana for Burma ; tha evolution and datermina* 
tion of tha naoeaaary arnagemaata lor the return of people to Burma during the 
period of military oecupatlda : the formulation of plana for lha re-establiahmant ol 
the aoonomie life of Burmai m aate-guaiding of the iatenate of labour aad the 
nhdng of tha standard of the life and promotloo of tha gaaeml wellan of people 
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te Bmami arf with aafi MMau tK Uw maatmrnt^tm trade 1 

tk* two and ji iMpoBt o( oil vital aurttan wbioh aW «Aa tha 

^ T ts i- w* V-—OW* Mopaaw vaoww wan 


poaltiob at «all>baiiM ; of ladiaaa io Bataaa. 

W Bniotto B ogead tka GoratBaant of iadia to aaa all thair talaaaaa aad 
good oOn iriA the Gomaaent of Bnnaa to arriva u an agiaaaaaot ohioh wooM 
Doi eonmot with the fundameiitel ob}«oiiv«t mcntioocd above eo m to enable Indi- 


ana to esereiae and enfoy the atatna and righia in the futeie Baraae* 

Mr. 5. 1S|; Q^mba^), moving ihe^iaaolniloiL replied to the oontanUon 
that Indian labonr in Burma bad led to a lowering of the wage atandard. Tb meal 
thia diffienl^ he aiudo minimnmawagea abonld be fixed both lor Indiana and 
Bnrmana. Merdy by beeping Indiana out. the wagea problem would not be aolved. 
If the pmaenoe of Indiana would create bitterneaa,liow waa it he aaked, that thay 
had lived in amity and good-will for many yeart before the aeparation of Banna T 


He ho] 
aome I 


that after the war the Oovernmenta of India and Burma would evolve 
k of oloaer aaaoolation between the two oountriea wbioh while maintaining 

» IJ P 


the aeparate identity of Burma would bring about enough common Intcieat betwm 
the two oountriea to juatify and fulfil the nope of the governor of Burma himaalf. 
Mr. Ha]i thought it unfortunate that the Governor abonld have eomplicated the 
aituation by au^eeting that ‘‘Indiana with genuine route** ahould be helped to return 


to Burma. There ahould be no queation, Mr. Haii declared, about Indiana* 
right of ra-entry into Burma, when it waa reconquered. Mr. Ua{i urged the Gov- 
ernment of India to aaaociate non-dfieial publie opinion in the country with die 
Civil AflTaira Committee of the Burma Government and aaid that thia wm neoeaaary 


to keep a watch on the thinga happening about the military ooomtion of Burma 
and to prevent the eatabliahment of **another United Kingdom Oommarolal Cor- 


poration** which would ouat Indian trade eonneetlone there. 


Mr. Mohammed Hooaein Haaaan Premii (Bombay), anpporting the reaointlon, 
I that Indiana ahould be aaaociated with the post-war development of Burma. 


asked that Indians should be aaaociated with the po 

InniAwa OynaenAa 


In a further resolution moved from the Chair on Indians abroad, the Federa- 
tion demanded that the Government of India should secure for Indiana in the 
United States rights of citiaenehip, and uegotiate a tready of commerce and navi- 


S tion wiUi the U. 6. A. Government so that Indian nationals might enjoy a statue 
it would enable them to carry on trade uniterruptcrdly in that country. 'Jlia 


resolution also registered ite emphatic protest against the anti-Indian Pegging 
legislation of the Union of Boutn Africa, as it waa inconsistent with India's 
partnership in the British Oommonwaaltb and repugnant to the basic ideala lor 
which the war ie being fought. The resolution urged the Government to take 
energetio etepa to give effect to the provieions of the Reciprocity Amendment Act 
Dr. Na Ba Khare, Member for Indians Overseas. Government of India wae 
preMnt at Uie meeting during the discussion on these two resolutions. 

CONBTlTirnOH OF OlLSBEDB COWMITTBB UkOBD 


The Federation alao adopted a resolution moved by Mr. Ramdae KUaehami 
urging the Government of Indie to establish immediately a Central Onsosda Com- 
mittee on lines eimikr to those on which the Indian Central Cotton and Jute Corn* 
mitteea are eonatituted. an that it might be helpful in safegnardiog the Intereste of 
the producer and in giviug proper guidance to the oilseeds interesta in tha peat- 
17V ar Reconatfuetion period. The resolution also recommended that Oovmmant 
should give prioritiee for the import of mlaeede cruthing mschinory to enable the 
farmere to g^ better value lor bis oUeeede and for retaining oil cake in the 
country. 

In» DevU Ratanai (Bombay) and Mr. K. L. Navaaimha Rao (Madrae) snp- 


ln» Devji Ratanai (Bombay) and Mr. K. L, Naranmha Rao (Madrae) sup- 
ported Ike leaolntion. 

Basic Cbbmical Inddstet 


r. r* m rrs uw. rr-ir j 




the Faderation paa^ a resolution d^ioring the IndUbrrat ^tu^ and 
of Government of India to formulate a eo-ordinsM plan for starting and 
developing the basic chemical induatry in the country both for drfmee PQ^Pcasi 
and for too healthy progreaa of the cmmlcal. pharmaceutlcri and allied industriaa. 
The n^ntion urged the Government to conetitate an i^viaory puri id mannfae; 
tnrera to find out ways and means of removing the gnevancea of ioduatiy aad 
initiate meMuies for a healthy and well-pbmned development el tiiis eea e nt l i l 
indnetry- 


iisi 

iSJ 


iM ijaaaunwi wr nrouw oiiAMiing er oeiniBBOg lanwr bmi- 

X&s w iaimuaoi OonrAaiai 

Hm of Mfc m? Hi?rtawr*£*St&tai?*ola>tSfc* 
Iha fooMK iwolBtfa«i irtiih «m amd bf Mt. £ d. Snoi (BoahijX 
awlaltd agafaMt tht ixatlM H H fiat la die mpee h Mag die tax -mpUeabk te 
the neita «t Ilia laaoiaaM aeapaaua m aaaoaaeed la the Moeat Bo^tet Bprrah 
hy dia HaanM Maiahar aad anM the CkifanaaBk that la aiatr of -the paottUar 
baataaia al*Hfa laaaiaaea aad lor dw baaaSt el pdi»«lieMar la g£aral tha taaal* 
aaai nia of niaoaaa>tas ahoald ha towered down to 46i piaa la m' jnnea, adiiah 
wae dM raliag rata to 1M04L The taaoladoB alM prota iM agdaat m attitada 
el laewa tax OBthotUiM to dbaltoofag ganaral toaoieBea eeanoaiaa Iren trana- 
tafilag aBOoata to addidewai n aa rr aai aa aa axpaaditiiia laid oat or ar^eadad 
ahaBy aad eaelaalTaly lot the paipoaa el thair hwdwtaa aad whieh l aaa r raa ware 
ahaolotily noaaaaery with a view to aorartog tha etotaoidtoaty riaha nadtatokao hy 
oaa«lift taaoranaa aearpaalaa. The Ihdendoa ai|M that toeoaM>taz aothotiUea 
ahoald te panwoaa ol eoatimdag tha paodta o( aoadlla eoatpaalaa idlow thaai 
aateoata traaatered to addidodal la ae rT aa aa eapaadhara aolato toearaad te tha 
porpoaa ol aacatog tha proAtaef hoatoaaa. 

SuooBna or Oanui 

Mr. Proatal Btalwraa Nanjmft raaolodoa ioTltad tha pototad attaadoa of du 
OovoraoMBt of ladia to *.fha todiaerimiiiato ohaiiditat of oatde ia India te amy 
laqainiBaBta wUeh eoaU not hot have vary aadailnble end ratoeaa aoaaeqaeneea 
on agrtooitaie and mial eooaoaiy to pardealar. and the haalto aad aatrldoo of tha 
nadoa to ganaral. Tha laaoindon ntgad dut ttara ahoald ha a total baa oa tha 
«iMgK*Mi of aaefol aatUa and the raatclenoBa faapoaad ao far ahoald alao ha atrlatly 
aatetad, and raaoaaied tha Oofammaat to take otapo for the inprofaoMnt of aattle 
perdeolary aailn aattle to la^ 

Ttaa Eitnaa Dobnaa Pool 

Sr JfaflUOi 'ChrMoK, tha fteUaat to :Ui addtaaa to toe aeaaian. Mndogto 
dha Saplte DoBar aaU that otooa ho wsate Me a p aae h the Siaanao Handier 
tedainM^tedSiiHateto^Ctotaraatototed wraadto^ adda Meh pMr, 
daoM aeiw aiaward^ a pint of She doNara .oDesiXM bam ladida anperta to tha 
apart iaoBi and to oddMoa to oar aanant dollar aapaiienaanti arhMi worn 
aaet fraailBia Ite t d r a OeOar Seal oadat tha Btaritot diBaa anaagtoMota. “While 
tha Itoanea M a ailiia'li aSorte to tUa.oMtttr, I woald Itoe to obaeraa 



The Indian Science Congress 

AniMial Segnon — ^New Delhi — 3rd. to Gth. Joauarr 1944 

The annual sesaion of the Indian Bcienoe Congrties was opened on the Srd. 
January 1944 in New Ddhi by H. E. <As Viceroy. 

liie opening proceedings were preoeded by s unique function in which the 
Congress converM itself into a spocisi meeting of the Royal Booiety— the first 
meeting of that body ever to be held outside England. Prof. A. V. Hill, Secretary 
Ilf the Bociety, who bad been elected Vice-President for the occasion, eonvoyed 
i^raetinfro and goodwill from the Booiety to aciontific men and women in India and 
mesBsges from the Prime Minister, Mr. Ohurohill, Field Marshal Smuts, 
Bir Henry Dale, Prwident of the Booiety, and Sir Richard Gregory, President of 

the invitation, Dr. Homi Babha and Sir Sbaiiti Swarup Bbatnagar, 

two Fellows of the Society who had not yet been formally admitted, signed .the 
obligation on parchments which will be incorporated in the Society’s Charter Book, 
rhe special meeting of the Society then terminated. 

H. E, The Vteeroy’e Speech 

In opening the Science Congress, H. E. ike Viceroy said ; 

It is a great privilege to have been present to-day to witness the uniqiie 
ceremony of a meeting of the Royal Society outside England, to hear the greeting! 
nf iKa President and otlier eminent Fellows to their Indian colleagues and to wit- 
ness the admission of new Fellows to the Society. It may interest you to know 
that it is lust over one hundr^ years ago since the first representative of eMtern 
science, an Indian gentleman of gjreat engineering ability, was admitted to be a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. Tfis occasion is also made memorable by tto prMnoe 
of :K:ofe8BOr HUl himself, & Secretary of the Eojal Society a physloi ^ist of 
international repute, who has come to India to est^lish a clom touch mIwm 
acientists in the United Kingdom and in India, witti special reference to India’s 
nvoblems of post-war development. Sdence-knowledge Mould map P9aM and p«^ 
nrcBB but in toese days of turmml, even men of science have had fo toko a hand 
dealtog of desteuctlon and Professor Hill is closely wmnected with wp 
effort. That no has been allowed at our requeat to l9*J9 coma to 

India at toto tima is a meaiure of ^ importMce att^ improvement of 

thP^contocta between scientists in the United Kingdom and India, 
tne conipw ^ an diatinamlshed a eatberiog of 


the contacta oetween eoienuawi m Mia Muiiau Aiui^wvaH 
*“ Nixing in my cniwr bu fitted m^ to s^rm m dfaUnguli^ » 
1 cetUinly have no Mieutifie qnnlificmion. to do 

■^rnodUthm wem boto 


enoeatral 


to ^Usb we beve lu.t lietenri. My isMeUgrentotbrn »» I ■n^ba 

md3Kd^ienU,t wto dtooovered n mineni i^led wdllte . to to 

SsmmMarad it and tbo famous chemist Sir Humphrey Davy oallM It wa velit ta. 
diiW* • dubious about my grudfetber’. FdlowAip. H. wu^ioriiig 

«rfSton. who to^t in Indi^ In Bpein during the Fwiin^ Wm uM 
to uM^in^r wamot lilwu^ Ho n rii’' dJS 

in whTf^Utl^lw.bwnch ci Kdjmw 

“to*b£dw toSSiSdJ^^ridaSb^^ -oto P «?* ■» ’!* 

ThOng^^^^ Aka* T timol not at IcaSt a «Nid KTOunding in mton o^Mtd^ iLJ* C 
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gWen pride of plm end power m in nneloit E^rpt. I think they havetlweye con- 
tinu^ to bold n h^ pleoe in the eut ; bnt in the west at one period thm wm 
K reet wepicion of the men of science who was deseed es e ^smeier, wiseid or e 
warlock, h^ to practice in secret and was liable to be bnrnt at tae stake. Since 
thoM dark days the mra of Mience has had a freer hand and our general complaint 
^ainM him now mifi^t bo that he has icons too fast for ns ; and has poured out 
inventions (|nicker than we can assimilate them. A famous Eniclish poet wrote 
nearly one hundred years affo that "science moves, but slowly, slowly ermine on 
from point to jjointr Had he written now. I feel that his line would have run 
more lite this : ScienM shovm on quickly, quickly, piishini; us from post to post ” 
There is much to be mid for the old leisurdy days and the dd l^urdy mvs 
before the mientist be|;an his assault on space and time. Worse still, his inventions 
have sometimes ^t into wrong hands. A domineering bully like the Prussian 
been entrusted with an aeroplane , nor an ambitious barbarian 
like the Jap with a battleahip. 

‘’Still ^ere is no^ini; more unprofitable than to try to turn back the wheels 

‘“P- into the bottle as did the milor of the 
Arabian Nights. We must go on now and must enlist the help of the scientists to 
cimtrol the genpii they have mised. and to bring order into this new world for 
which they are so i^cly rcsponmble. They have put before us possibilities to n 
gifto^aright”* healthier and more prosperous life, if we can only use their 

"India, one of the oldest civilisations, has perhaps felt the impact of modern 
^'leiice later Mnd Im thM any other great people. A large proportion of her popnla- 
tion still lives the old life iin touted by the vast changes of this century. Her 
S* ? rather than of the earth. It may be said of the 

"iritu '^® ^ much from India materially and too little 

*• **».•'** P*®? P®rt in the world to which her size, her popula- 

tion, her history and her pmriion entitle her, she too must make every possible use 
of scientific advancement, fehe has already produced many great scientists, sbe 
bears many more in her fertde womb. Her contributhms to science have always 
been on the side of Msce and progicss. She has everything to gain by combining 
modern science with her old culture ; her traditional outlook should enable her to 
make an increasingly fine and characteristic contribution to natural knowledce. 
Indian science has in made a very remarkable stride forward during the )Mt 
-) years, as is shown by the fonudstion of many new societies, new journals and 
new depsrtoents of Mieiioe m universities and under the Government' 

In this war, science has playsd s great role in India as elsewhere. It has 
made a splendid contribution to maintaining the health of the fighting meb, thro^h 
the acliyities of Rich bodies m the Malaria Institute, the Indian Resean^ Fund 
Association, the Nutrition Laboratories at Ooonoor. and others. It has also played 
an important part in munitions production and in solving problems of supply. As 
ex-Commander-in-Chie£. I should like to thank Indian science for Uie in- 
valuable assistance it has given to the armies in the field. It must play a great 
part also in |)ost-war devrioMeot The coming years will be vital to India. Shi 
must learn to make use of her ^undent resources with the aid of science, which 
is the most international of all human interests. Professor Hill hns himself ssic! 
in an address elsewhere I believe that the pursuit of knowledge for the welfare of 
mankind IS one of toe greatest agents for goodwill between men in every Jand. It 
is in that belirf that he w here io«day. ^ 

Thi^ session of the Indian Science Congress has m momentous task to perform* 
to disc ver how best to bring the aid of science to the development of India's 
great resources in agriculture and industry to the improvement of health and to 
social advancement and prosperity. The Science Congress is a body of high repute 
with a great and growing membership and influence. Gentlemen. I wish all sneoeas 
to your deliberatmns. I declare toe Congress to be open and ask Professor Boee to 
give his presidential address, (applause). 

Preddentlal Address 

ProfemrS. M Bom. ^vering toe Presidential address on Classical Dster. 
mioism and the Quantum Theory said 

. sf expected ^ that a d^iberate programme of the future sehmtific 

activities o* feature of the opening speech of this 

Congress. Pandit Jawaharlal had studied the needs of the country, many of our 
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(ront*ia^ ■cientiRiB'iutd iudnslriBliata IiaiI met under hi* lewtenhip not long 
tijro tnd fci?eti to qiiefttionft of future reeooBtruciion lunoh time and anxioun 
f bomtht. Tbe naulta of ihla deliberation would have been itivnUinbie at the preeeiu 
luomeni* My reirret is keen that ehaiioe has deprived us of the benefits of a eus- 
iftiiied and «arefnl study of the problems of the day. I would have liked to present 
hers the results, if they were available. Unfortunately they are not as most of the 
reports are inaecesaible to me. 

I would like to preaent before yon certain aspects of modern physics and draw 
vonr attention to the profound changes in the prinriplr of scitMiiific explanation of 
natural phenomena bronght about by the quantum theory. Tlic last fifty years 
record remarkable discoveries. I need only mention the electron, X«rays and Radio- 
activity to remind you of the increase of our knowledge. Our equipment has 
rained in power, range and accuracy. We ^lossess powerful telescopr:s to scan the 
I'uribest corneit of the nniveree ; also precise and delicate instruments to prohe 
into the interior of the atome and molecules. The alchemists* dream of traiismutr.- 
lion has become a reality. Atome are now disintegrated and synthesised. X-ray 
reveals invisible worlde and wireless links up the furthest ends of the earth with 
])08sibi1ity of immediate inter-oommunication. These discoveries have their reper- 
cussions in the realm of ideas. Fifty years ago the belief in causality and deter- 
mination was absolute. To-day physicists have gained knowledge but lost 
their faith. 


TBB Nbw TBfiORIEB 

After describing the modification of classical physics by the discoveries ol 
iOinHtein and others, Prof. Bose continued : 

The new ideas have found application in different branches of physics. Dis- 
' outinuons qnantum proosMes famished solutions to many puzzles. Suitably modified, 
(lie theory furnished a reasonable explanation of the periodic classification of 

• lemeiits and thermal behaviour of substances at low tempratiire. There was 
^ owever one striking feature. It was apparently impossible to characterise the 
details of the actual transition processes from one statlouary state to another, that 
is, to visnallae it as a continuous sequence of changes determined by any law as yet 
iiiidiS(H)vcrfNl. It became clear that the dynamical laws as well as the laws of 

• Isi'tromagiietism failed to account for atomic processes. New laws had to be 

nought out compatible with the quantum theory capable at the same time of 
explaining the rich experimental materials of classicsi physics. Rohr and his pupils 
utilised for a time a correBpondence principle, guessing correct lows for atomic 
prociesses from analogy with the results of Uie classical theory. Jn every case these 
ap])earcd as statistical laws concerned with tiie probabilities of transition between 
the various atomic states. Kiiistein tackled the problem of the equilibrium of matter 
und radiation of the basis of certain bypothes.s regarding tbe probabilities of transi- 
tion between tbe various states by obsorption and emission. A deiivstiou of the 
Planck Law was obtained by Bose liy a suitable modification of the methods of 
classical statistics. Heisenbng finally arrived at a satisfactory solution and dis- 
covered his matrix-mechanics and a general mctliod lor all atomic problems. 
Pirnc and KchrocUnger also published simultaneously their indeiwiident solutions. 
I Hough clothed in apparently diMimilnr mathemsticsl symbols three tb^ries 
g:tve identical results and have now come to be looked upon as different formaliams 
expressing the same statistical laws. . 

‘*1 have mentioned that the photon gave a simple explsnstiou of many of the 
properties of radiation sod thereby presented its corpuscular aspect while the well- 
known properties of interference and suiierposibility brought out its wave emarseter. 
That the same dual nature may exist in nil matcnsl corpuscles was first imagined 
by Do Broglie. His phase-waves found quick experimental verification, and raised 
a similar prcdilem of the real nature of the corpuwlc. The formulation of wave- 
mechanics by Schrodinger, one raised a hope that by a radical niwification of our 
usual ideas about the corpuscle it might be pofsible to re-establish the law of 
cAusality and classical determinism, bubscqneiit developments ha%*c shown such 


hopes to be illnsory. Hie waves are mauiematicai nciions uuiiiiiug wc muiwuimen- 
sional representation of a phqse-space and arc just as incapable of explaining tbe 
individuality of the electron, as the photon is incapable of explaining the soMr- 
poeibility oi the field. The tree meaning of his equations appears lu their statistical 
inter^ietation. _ 

Statistical Determinism 

•The adherents of the quantum theory isitTpret the equations in a pccuIlM 
way. They maintain that these equations make statements about the behaviour of 
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A limplA Atom And nothing mm thin a mdonlAtion of tho prabAUlitlm of tnudtioQ 
botwito lU difimnt StAlm is ersr potsibls. Thm Is nothing ineomptShmible 
sbont snch a stsditiesl Iaw wrm if it loiAtes to tho behsfioor of a siiigle pnrtldeb 
Bat A followor of dotonninism will interprot sneh stAtosMnts so b iti Ay i M impact 
knowMge, eithor of the sttendAnt eirenmstsDceo or of the olemontAiy Iaws. We 
mA9 remd the throws when h eertsin die is cost a largo nnmher of times end 
ARiee al a stAtistiesl law which will tell ns how many times ont of a thoomnd it 
will fali OD A eertsin side. But if we can take into seeonnt the esset location of 
its eentre of mviifp ell the eiieu m stence s of the throw, the inltiAl eeloeitj, the 
fesistsnoe of the table and the air and e?ery other peeoliori^ that may slfiKt it. 
there can be no question of chance, becaoee each time we oan leelDoa where the 
die will atop and know in what position It will^ rest It is die assertion of the 
imposeibitity of eren conceiving each elementary determining laws te the atomic 
system that Is disconcerting to the olsssicsl physicist 

^It la olesi that a complete aooeptenoe of all the recent condnslons of the 
phydeiele would mean a emplete break with the ancient eeoepted prinolplea of 
cenntiAe explenation. Oanaality and the nniveraal laws are to be thrown almnl- 
taneottcty overboard, llieae aasertlone are ao revolntionary that no wonder, they 
have forced physicists to opposing camps. Ihere are some who look upon oanaality 
as an indiapettaable poetulata for all scientific aetivitiee. Hie inabflhy to apply ft 
conaisteotly beeanae of the limitations of the preaent state of homan knowledge 
would not Justify a total denial of its existence. . Granted ^at phyalcB has ont- 
giown the stage of a mechanistic formulation of the principle they aaaert that it is 
now the task of scientists to seek for a better formulation. Others of the opposing 
camp look upon old determinism as an inhuman eonception, not only beoauae it 
acta np an impossible ideal, but also as it forces man to a fatalistic attitude which 
rewaroa humanity as inanimate automata In the hands of an iron law of eanaation. 
For them the new theory baa humaniaed phyaica. The quantum stoUatical con- 
ception of determinism nestles closer to reality and anbstitntes a naspable troth 
for an inaeceaalble ideal. The tbeoiy has bronght hope and Inapixed activity. It 
eoDOtittttea a tremendous step towards the understAoding of nAtnie. The fettnrec of 
the preient theory mey not all be familiar bnt use will remove the initial prejndiee. 
Wa are not to impoce our reason and philosophy on natnre. Onr philosophy and 
our logic evolve and adjust themselves more and more to reality. 

Sir lUnriee Owner’s tribnlA 


Sir Maurice Qwuar. Vioe-Gbancdlor, Delhi Unlvaralty, reqnestlDg the Vioeioy 
to open the Indian menee Congress, said: 'Indian science bee alrasdy 
aohieved a position second to none in Uie world, and Indian men of science hsve 
It In their power to mske a contribution to the fntnre welfare of India almost 
beyond human oompntatloD. They can transform the face of India, they ean 
multiply ito wealth, they can aolve the problems of ignorance and poverty : and who 
knows whether they may not even .be able to solve the moat intractable of all, 
India's constitutional problems f It is the eameat prayer of all who have toa 
hamilnaaa sod welfare of this oonntry at heart that these pronlems surveyed in the 
calm and aeiena atmosphere of science by men oonseerated to the search for troth 
and nothing bnt the truth with minds free from prejudice and ifiaa^ may find a 
aolntloo, or at least the b^oninga of a aolotion At the maetinn this week in Delhi.** 
Lmt^Genend Sir Clarence Bird^ M eater General of Ordnanea^ gave a brief 
ontliiiA of the work of the M. G. O’e branch in its scientific aapecta and emphsalaed 
that the Ordnance Services had oontribnted their anota to the devstopment of laafani- 
qoi in IncUan indnstries to their permanant benefit. Be gave the example of the 
developmeat of the silk pArachote and said, his departoMnt fait that in this It had 
mada a real contribnthm to the future of the Indian silk industry. The Depari- 
VMA% had alio halped many of the smaller metal indoatilai to deniop ftana wueh 
foimwdy wen Imported. 

Piet A. F. Hm’a B p eeSh 


TldaU A . 
tha IndlAtt Sdaiioe 
It, With your 


Boeiaty dadxed me to oonvey to the adaotifie 
ings and goodwill: and tha PreaidaDt asked 


A. F. Sill, Beofetary of Um Boyal Bodety, in hla apaash, aaki: 
very spe^, IndadI a nniqua, oocadon and I am dimly gwHii 
moa Googieas AaaodatiOA and the anthorltias in DattI te peas 


8 b; I TOW dwim tU. gtwt 

' ri 8 od^. 

in Nowmte, tb. Pmldwt nd Ooud of 


tolM; for b 'Mr 


m, w hi, lMli.lt id 


iMb- 

wifbSt 
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BoeieCgr for the 

Vnrpoio. Tl»l ipomb^ hmf boeomo o toolliy by Um ooortoiy of the Indiaii 
Meooe OongrHa wbloh an allowod Ita Inongortl eoreaony lo bo doforrod, for • 
•hort timc^ fo the piirpote. At thio meeting of the fioyel Society the yeet melority 
of thoee preeent ere, for the moment, gueete s but there ere in feet eefeml Fdlowe 
of the Iskriety here Unky, end Hie Majesty the King, the Fhtron of the Society, 
is lepmentra by H. £. the Viceroy— who is not unconnected by inheritance with 
the Society. Moicoyer. many Fellows and foreign memhere of the Society, soatterrd 
oyer moot of the earth althonish more concentrated In the United Kingdom, will be 
present with us in spirit at this meeting, and will warmly approre the purpose of 
goodwill and comraaeshlp in the **0016111130 endeayour for which it is csIM : and I 
am sure that there are a good many future FellowB of the Royal Society here 
present, for the moment as gnests. 

This occasion is unique in the fact that for the 6 rst time in its 281 years the 
Royal Society is holding a meeting outside fingiand. At the beginning of the present 
war, the Society held a few meetings in Cambridge, and a few years ago a v«*ry 
B|>e(*ial meeting was held in his home in London to admit to foreign membership a 
very distinguiAed refugee from Nasi persecution. Dr. Sigmund Freud, whose health 
did not allow him to present himself at the Society's headquarters for the ceremony. 
Apart, however, from thoee few ocoasions, our meetings have never been held out- 
side our own apartments. 

1 mentioned the special admission of Dr. Freud. The Society, which has a 
pious care for its records and traditions, has been rather concerned of late for the 
fact that too many of the great men who have been members of its Fellowship, 
have been unable to attend a meeting to be admitted and to sign the historic 
Charter Book, which contains the aigostnre of the vast majority of its Fellows for 
the last 281 years. The great Louis Pasteur was among those and also the first 
Indian to be elected (in 1841 ) Ardeahir Curaetjee, With the expansion of science 
more and more of the Fellows tend to be elected in parts of the British common* 
wealth far distant from London, and at the present time there are four Indian 
F. H. S .*8 who have as yet been unable to attend a meeting for admission and to 
sign the Charter Book and Obligation. The President has asked me, on his behalf, 
to admit such of this four Fellows as are able to bo present to*day and to obtain 
their signaturea on a apeoial sheet of parchment to be included later in the Charter 
Book. This 1 propose to do at the close of my remarks. He has appointed me 
forniaUy a Vice-President to act for him in thio. 

Prof. Hill then read the letter Bir Henry Dale, the president of the Royal 
Society, to the President of the Indian Science Congreas in which he had expreased 
hia earnest hope that Prof. HilPa visit to India would atrengthen the bonds of 
understanding and true comradeship between Indian and British men of science, 
lie also read other letters from Fellows of the Royal Society which expressed the 
same hope including those of Bir Richard Gregory, the President of the British 
Association for the advancement of science and formerly Editor of Nature, Field 
Marshal Smuts and Mr. Churchill, 

Mr. GhurchiH’s message, sending greetings and good wiabes to Indian men of 
science and eBi;>eciany to the six Indian fellows of the Royal Society, said : *"6010006 
has given to this generation the means of unlimited disaster or of unlimited pro- 
gress. When this war is won, we shall have averted disaster. There will remain 
the greeter task of directing knowledge lastingly towards the purposes, of peace and 
human good. In this task, the acientista of the world, united by the bond of a 
single purpose which overrides all bounda of race and language can play a leading 
and inspiring part.” .... j . 

Prof. Hill said : There is no qualification at all, nor any limit, to the desire 
of their British colleagues for intimate co-operation with the scientific people of 
India, in the common .tasks, first of improving natural knowlwlge (which la the 
age-long function of the Royal Society) and fecond of applying Ae kMW ledge so 
won to Jiuman l^tterment. And— if 1 may dare to say ao — in collaboratioj^ as we 
can ao easily do, in these ways, we may learn perhaps to collaborate more effectively 

in II10 QbligaffOD to be signed by Fellowa of the Rpyal 

have berennto anbeoribrf, do bmby PMmjy, 
we will endeavour to promote the Good ofthe^ywfiki^y 

ring Natural Knowle^se ; and ID ^t^JTccmiSiSSy we 

That we will be preeent at the meocioga of the Society, as ofMi •• conyemenwy we 
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CM, Mptebilly ftt tiie snoWerMury daetiont, and npon art woi dl Baiy oeeaaioot ; and 
that we will ob^e the Statntea and Oidera of the Mdd Soeietf. FkOfided that 
wbenaoeTer any tee of na. ahall aignifj to the PceiidenL under hie hand that he 
deiinth to withdraw from the Bodetj. he ahall be me inoa thia Oblitetion for 
the future.** 

Prof. HUIt in eonefnakm. aaid that the number of thoaa who had aignificd to 
the Preeidant nnder thair hand that they deaire to withdraw from the fioeiety le, 
to uae a matnamatleal term, ▼aniahlngly amalL 

Bnglaeerinc A MetaUnigy B ea t ien 

*'lt ii raaaarch. and nothing alaa. that ean dardop our induatriea and imivrore 
our agricultnra. To-day. r aaaa r eh ia p ro g r aa a, reaaareh la life^** raid Mr. J. J. Ghandy, 
in hie firaaldential addraaa to the aeetion of Engineering and Metallurgy at the 
In^Uan Bclenoa Oongreaa on the HfStk. Jannary 19U. 

Dealing with the queation of induatrial reaaareh in India. Mr. Ghandy aaid 
that apart fiom the inadequately ataffad. official aeientific aervioea and a mere handfui 
of reaearcb inatitutaa and eommitteaa and engineering oollwea, India had bad few 
faeilitiea fox reaearob in tbe mt The Department of Sdentifie and Industrial 
Reaearcb was only a ereatldn of this war and auflered from many bandieapa. The 
hour had come when we moat plan national reaearcb on national linea or abandon 
all bqpea for the future* , ^ 

lu erery advanced Induatrial country of the West, induatrial reaearob was 
foster^ by State bodies, observed Mr. Ghandy. There wsl always the doaest 
liaison between Government, the university and the factory in the furtheranee of 
scientific and induatrial research. For furthering research In IncUa, he suggeated 
that the existing Department of Scientific and Industrial Reaearcb, condsting of a 
Research Oounoil and a Board and a Research Utilisation Gommittee should be 
de-politicised, and its membership enlarged so as to include representatives of all 
branches of science. The Council should only lay down policy and co-ordiaate ci\e 
work of the technically subservient bodies, corresponding in its functions to the 
Committee of the Privy Council for Scientific and Industrial Research in England. 
The Board and the Committee, both aided by chains of Gommittees, should plan 
nstionsl research in close collsborstion, under the genersl diiectlon of the psrent 
Council. The B^rd should concern Itself with tbe scientific sspectf and ths 
Committee with the industrial aspect, of the planning of a national programme and 
its direction and execution. 

For children, aaid Mr. Qhandy, 'Pioneer Palaces* on the Russian model, 
equipped with aoience laboratories, should be set up ; and for adults, facilities for 
scientific research at the universities and for technological training should bo 
extended. The vocstionsl, practical training of science students in the workshop ol 
private companies and the rail ways, should be arranged, to make tbe science atudents 
shop-minded. Industries should set up thrir owo reaearob laboratories, if they can 
afford them, or combine together and foster co-operative research like the Iron and 
Steel Induatrial Research Council in England ; arrange part-time technical iusiruc- 
tion for the average factory worker, who Is tbe eventual agent for the application 
of research to industry ; and stimulate the growth of an induatrial fellowship plan 
on the American model. The daily, non-technical preaa in addition to the technical 
press, exhibitions, the filmland the radio should be fully exploited for the genersl 
dissemination of aeientific intelligence. 

Agrlenltaral Seleneee Seetfon 

In his presidential addreae to the Section of Agrienltaral Sciences on the 6lh. 
Jannavy, Bao Bahadur Dr. D. T. Bal dealt with some aapecta of the pieaent aud 
post-war food production in India. 

Dt. Bal said that various problems connected with the present and future 
food production in India bad bMo broadly surveyed. It bad been ahowo that ou 
the basia of 1938-40 figures regarding the area nnder cereal eropa in Britiah India, 
tbe quanti^ of cereal food grains available for human conenmption came to 53.2 
million tons. Average requirements in respect of cereal food grains per head per 
day came to about I 4 lb, on the aaaumption that out of the minimum requirement 
of 2,600 calories, about 275 calories were derived from oils, pulses and vegetables 
and 1| lb. If the total calorific requirements ae shown hy different diet curveys were 
to be dwived chiefly from oereale only. According to the recent eensna fijpues the 
total quantity of oeieal food grains required, would thus oome to &l£ to 07.5 
million tons which wss higher by 4.6 or 143 million tone recpectively then what 
tins land eonld normally be expected to produce nnder existing systems of crop 
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imdaetian ; in ollHr woidi, Ite pracnt pndnetion mwld hav* to be t^ed by 




other neaearei for ehccting the growth of popuUtion. our immediate need wee to 
iiiereeae food piodaetioo to the maximum extent poteible apart from the economic 
factors goTerniog crop produettoa* 

Dr. Bal made the foilowing auggestiona for increasing food production. Corn- 
prehenaiTe aohemea ahould be drawn up for the purpose oi eonstruoiioii of wells in 
areas pooseaaing ahallow water table as wdl as construction of bunda and drains 
and the State should make au£|oient funds available at low rates of Interest^ tog< - 
ther with a provision for adequate subsidies and easy Instalments for the rc|>a:?mint 
of loans. Preparation of composts from farm wastes by the cultivators and rre« 
fwration of composts from town refuse and nlghtaoil in urban areas should be 
encouraged and the latter should in the first instance, be issued free to the ciihi* 
vators and in addition small eaah payments might also be made to partially cover 
the exi^nditnre ineur^ in carting the manure from urban areas to the field. 
Kxtsosive cultivation of legnmlnous crops waa also of urgent and vital tiince 
both from the point of recuperation of soil fertility and improvement of the existing 
lU-balanced diet of the people. Efforts ahonld be made to increase seed mul- 
tiplication centres in order to meet the demapda of the eultivatora for improveii 
seeds of variona crops. Suitable agenclea on a regional baaia ahonld lie established 
to deal with the diseases of crops and adequate storage facilities ahould be provided 
for, to protect the produce from the attack of insects, rata etc. Since the existing 
supplies of fodder and the area under paaiurea were inadequate the practice of 
breaking up fallow land should be adopted with very great caution aa it was likely 
to increase the competition between the eultivatora and their cattle. Fortunately 
for us, if better methods of cultivation and manuring were adopted, it was fMMaible 
to increase the food prodnetion by 25 to 33 per cent so aa to adequately meet the 
food requirements of the popnlation of the country. In view of the fact that it 
waa obligatorv on the part of the State to ensure minimum lequIrementH in resfwct 
of food and clothing to every individual citisen, there waa no reason why a portion 
of the increasing indnstrisl and commercial income should not be utilised in giving 
relief in the form of subsidies to the enltivators should the business of i^op 
production cis*q-cts industrial manufacture of finished articles become uneconomic 
or an remunerative. 

Referring to the question of long range problems relating to food production. 
Dr. Bal stressed the uecessaitv for conducting properly planned experiments to 
determine maximum crop production capacity of aoila for training a large number 
of young peraons for staDiitsIng incomes of agricultural labourera and cultivators 
and for prevention of fri^mentatioo of holdings. He alec suggested colonisation 
of new areu and utiliaation of demobilised soldiers and varioua motor vehicles and 
tanks at preaent empl^oyed for war work. 

In conclnaion. Dr. Bal urged that all the forces at our disposal must lie 
harnesaed together in order to increase the production of food in India, not only tfi 
meet her present requirementa but to banidi the problem of food deficiency for all 


time to come. 

PSyehology di; Edneatlonal Sefenee Seetion 

Presiding over the Idection of the Psychology and Educational Science of the 
Indian Science Gongreaa on the 6th. Jaawary, Mr. John Sargent^ Educational 
Commissioner with the Government of India surveyed the position of education in 
India and set forth a plan of national edueation. 

Dlaeusaing the nature of the bhangea that are called for and what is the 
minimum programme of development which will place India on an approximate 
educational level with other countries Mr. Bsrgent ststed that the following were 
the csaentlsl requirements 

U) Universal compulsory sod free sducstion for sll boys end girls from the 
age five or six until 14, in order to ensure literacy and the minimum preparation 
for dtisenship. 

<2) A lessonsbls providon of education before the eompnisory age for aehool 
sttsomiiiee in the form of nursery schools and classes. This ia impoi^t mainly 
in the interest of health paitienlsrly in arses where housing oonditioDS are 


unsatfotoggj^^ Of hi^ sdiool ednestion for those children who show the 
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of Oa bon ood In wdi ■tce-gump. Vaitota M bi tnm of wh^ and in 
Iho enRieidn of indhldaal iduxda to aiaeattol to anit tho raaing taatw a^ aptatad*» 
of tho IndMdtial papito on the ona hand and the laquiioMto of t^ fntare 
on tho other. In addition, ao that no boy or Kbl of ontatanding ability 
may M debarred by poverty from further ednoation. liberal finanoial aadatance in 
ibo form of free placea, aoholarahipa and atipenda muat ba fa^omioK. 

(4) Vniverrity ednoation. inelnding poatgraduate and reaearch fatuiitiea for 
nieked atndanta. It to diffienit to fix a quantitative e^da^ here but prob^ly 
when a High School ayatem aa contemplated above haa been fully eatabliahed, about 
one pupil in every 15 ahonld be found fit to proceed to a Univeraity. 

(5) Technical, commercial and art education. The amount, type and location 

of thto nill neccaaarily be determined to a large extent by the requiremeuta ot 
indiistri? ftnd coiiiiD6ro0a * 

(6) Adult eduofltioDa both vocAtiooAl and non^vocational of all kinda and 
Htandaide to meet the needa of those who were denied adequate opportunities in thtdr 
earlier years or recognise the importance of supplementing whst thev then received. 

(7) Arrangements for tfaiuinf the vast army of teachers which a system oC 

this service which wilt see that children are made 

healthy and kept healthy. This means treatment as well as inspection and the 
provision of proper nourishment in necessitous cases. It is a waste of time and 
money to try to teach a child who is underfed or conscious in other ways of seiioi^K 
physical discomfort. Health also postulatea the provision of hygienic buildings in 
Buiteble surroundings, the right kind of furniture and equipment and ample facilities 
(or physical training and Kmcb* , ^ , . . u i v 

(9) Bpecial achoola for children suffering from mental or physical handiears. 

(10) Becreational facilities of all kinds to satisfy the craving for corporute 

activity and to counteract the drabness of the conditions in which so large a part 
of the Indian people otherwiae spend their lives. ^ . 

(11) Employment Bureaux, to guide school and college leavers into profitable 
employment and so far as possible to adjust the outout of the schools to the capacity 
of the labour market. 

(12) An administrative system which will place initiative and authority in the 
hands of those who understand and care about education. 

Defects in the System 


Mr. Sargent^ proceeding to examine the defect of the present system, pointed 
out that in the lower ranges, in the absence of comnulsion, 80 per cent of the 
students lapsed back into illiteracy. In regard to high school education, admisHion 
was determined by ability to pay fees rather than by intellectual promise of the 
student. The curriculum was determined by the remiirement of university mattiiMi- 
lation and offered hardly any facilities for pupils, who sought employment in indus- 
trial or commercial occupations. Indian universities did not make any serious 
attempt to relate their output to the needs of the community. Their examination 
system did not encourage original thinking and real scholarship and their organ ir^a- 
tion failed to secure persoual contact between students and teachers. There were 
few openings in industry and commerce and to the technically trained IndianH 
opportunities were still more limited by the practice of filling better openings by 
imported technicians. School medical service was defective, in that there whs 
pro^sioD only for inspMtion, not treatment and that children were not supplied 
with the requisite nourishment. . 

Regarding equipment, the less said the better, observed Mr, Bargent ; at anv 
rate in the lower stages of Indian education, buildings, equipment, playgrounds an!i 
BO on regarded as essential to any proper school. BcouUng flourishea in ceituin 
areas, but there was no co-ordination of extramural corporate activities. Hie Indian 
education system, moreover, made no attempt whatever to mq^kat the articles it 
produced. In the sphere of administration, if a national system to be introduced 
within a reasonable period it would have to be not mer^ Subsidieed but also 
stimulated and co-ordinated from the centre through a strong Education Depart- 
ment in the Oentiil Government. 

Paiaing on to the question of educational finance, Hr. Bargent pointed out that 
whereas in England and Walea, the educational expendStnre, per head waa Ks. 
3‘*-2-0 in India it was but 8 as. and i) pa. Allowing iiir aacale of salary in prunnry 
schools for assiatantB of Ba. 80 Jto Ba. 50 with free honaea or rent allowance and of 
Rs. 40 to Ba. 80 in peapeet of vemaoular middle dr Mior baeio eehoola and of Rs. 
75 to Bs. 150 for giadnatii^ Hr. Sargent oaleulated that the total aalaiy bill for 
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Mtfdi Indte would mount to Bs. lO&Tl oioni, indndiug omenditam on mileal 
•ervieo, employment burennut bodn^ youth mofemenl^ adult eduontton, training of 
teneheiu, the ezmditnxe would eome to Be. 318 cioni for Britleh Indie end 417 
miee lor the whole of Indie. In leneet of Brideh Indie eetime^g for en ineome 
mm feet end limiler •onroce of Bo. 35.66 orom the deficit to be met from public 
fnn^ in Britleh Indie amounted to Re. 877) croiee. Mr. 6«gmt eteted timt it 
mig^t be p^ble to flnenoe thie by eeringe thet mey be expected in expenditure 
on defence by divertiDg the eurplue of rdjgloue bodiee to edneetion end by other 
maene. 

^ - ••All on NorawG** 

OoDoluding, Mr. Sargent eeid, •‘Moet of the mein Hnee of development heve 
elreedy been leid down by the Central Advieoiry Boetd but even eo, given the will 
end given the funde it would in my opinion teke et leeet 35 to 40 yeere to eeteUieh 
the eort of educetionel eyetem which nee been outlined in thie peper. The wofk 
might be epreed over 8 five-yeer programmee. The firet would be devoted midniy 
to working^ out plane in deteils, reorgeoieiog the edminietretive system end eeiting 
up the Treining Schools end Colleges necessary to provide the teechere lequireo. 
During each of the seven subsequent periods an area roughly Muivalent to one- 
seventh of the area of each Province would be tsken in hand. It will be about 10 
years after the end of this period before the full incidence of the cost of educational 
reconstruction will be felt. By that time, it is possible that the industrial develop- 
ment to which many look for raising the standard of living in India to e level 
which will enable her to finance essential services out of her own resources, may 
have become an accomplished fact. Moreover, as education spreads among the 
rural population, there is reason to hope that it may lead to the abandoning of 
those auperstitions and prejudices whicn for centuries have bung like millstonee 
round the neck of the Indian peasant. A competent observer has estimated that 
with the removal of these the standard of living among agriculturists might be 
raised by as much as 100 per cent. Others are even more ot>timistic. If there are 
any such prospecte, they would more than justify an immediate loan of such a size 
as would enable a start to be made at once witn educational reconstruction on the 
scale which 1 have advocated. It is in the world's interest as much as India's 
that this should be done and done quickly. People like myself who believe that 

g iven the chance Ihe human race, not excluding Indians, is capable of progress, 
nd it difficult to understand why if money in any quantity can be raised So war 
time the same cannot be done in peace-time for what may be a still more world- 
saving purpose. The object of this paper is to throw down a challenge to all those 
who hare the real welfare of India at heart. The question it propounds is as simple 
as it la urgent. What is not less important, it would appear in my humble opinion 
to transcend all political controversies. Federation will not answer it, nor Dominion 
Status nor Non-violence, nor Pakistan. But the right answer to it may provide 
the right answer to all these. If my premises sre accepted there can be no half-way 
houses between what is and what ought to be. It is all or nothiug. All meant 
expendHure on a scale which may frighten those who have defended inertia on the 
ground that India is too poor to have what other countries enjoy. Anything less 
than all means—and there is no evading this conclusion — that India aceepta a 
position of permanent inferiority in the society of civilised nstions." 

Botany Section 

In his presidential address to the Section of Botany of the Indian Science Oongresa 
on the 61b. January, Mr. T. S, Sabnia dealt with Uie receut progress In the various 
fields of botany wiu special reference to economic plants. During the last three 
or four geneiafions, be said, the progress made in improving the numerous plants 
and animals which provide ns with food, clothing and ornament had been astound- 
ing. The progress achieved by the non-scientific methods in earlier centurisa was 
no doubt good, but it could hardly have stood the strain of the modern poli^ 
problema and helped to satisfy the industrial and commercial requirements of to-my. 

The lecturer said that one development of totauy bad been plant ecology, that 
is, that branch of botany which dealt with toe effiects which the varies environ- 
mental factore produced upon plants* In desling with toe problem of eontrolUng 
vegetation, dtoer for agricuiture, foreatry or for toe improvement of firMiand piapt 
ecology, by inveatlgating the fundamental laws ecmeming growth of plaute in 
relation to toe environmental factore, would be of much help. „ - * « 

Much attentioD had lately been paid to oue of these ^tors, namely, light 
•ubjeeting plants to contrdted illumination, and som^es, whp nseeram 1^ 
■j^cially giving them additional Illumination, the growth periods cd crops hid been 

40 


•14 THE INDIAK SCIENCE C0NGBE8B [ nw dblhi- 

■Mifcidlj diaiigad. Ibnt maldaK poMibla eerUdo bnediaf operinentt. Hm informa* 
tfon Meond was, betidao, naefnl to Sio agriooltnrlat ana the hortienUnriet in their 
altemphi to icrow plants in mw enTironmentib different from thow to which the 
plaate belonged. 

The stndy of reeponse of plante to diffSnent temperatniee had led to the procem 
originated bj Kociiau seientiita and now known as Temalisation, which eoneieted 
of nd^iDg to the seeds certain temperatnre treatments. Vernalisation bad enabled 
Bnssia to grow Inzurisnt crops of winter wheat in areas In which it was formerly 
impossible to grow it snecesslnlly. Thns the process had enabled sgricaltnrists to 
triumph owet N stare’s climatic barriers. A great deal of work in this direction was 
now oeiDg done in the different countries. 

Another factor which stimulated plant jprowth resided in the plant Itself but 
it was discovered only recently, said Hr. Bahpis. It was known as the growth 
regulator and was something like uie growth hormones of the animals in nature. 
Preparations of plant growth regulators were now being used for stimulating the 
rooting of plant cuttings or seedlings which were normally found difficult to be 
propagated. Researches on the nutrition of plants had led to the discovery of the 
important role which some of the elements played in the life of most plants. These 
elements were required only in traces, yet they were essential. Iheir deficiency was 
at times responsible for failure of vast crops, but with the knowledge gained the 
crops could now be saved by supplying the deficiency. 

Medical A Veterinary Section 

In hla presidential address to the Section of Medical and Veterinary Sciences at the 
Indian Science Congress on the 6th. January, Dr. IT. P. JTrishnan dealt with the subject 
of medical education In India and made suggestions for Improvement in certain 
directions. On the standard of medical education reached in any country, he said, 
largely depended the soundness of the medical men, the efficiency of medical service 
provided by Government and its usefulness to the community. 

In India, said Dr. Erishnan, they had a dual standard of medical education, 
medieal schools turning out licentiates who are men of a lower standard and 
medical colleges producing universi^ graduates who are men of a higher standard. 
With the exception of India and Russia, there was no other country in the world 
which retained this dual standard. Russia was fast trying to abolish the lower 
standard and he hoped in the very near future India, too, would be having only 
medial colleges and no schools. 

In considering the needs of medical education of a country, almost the first 
question that arose was *'are there a sufficient number of medical institutions 
producing the requisite number of medical men ?*’ The standard aimed at in 
western countries was to have enough medical colleges so that there would at least 
be one qualified doctor for every 1,000 of the population. According to this stan- 
dard, India should have at least 400,000 doctors or ten times the present number, 
llie ten medical colleges and 27 medical schools in existence in India were jointly 
producing every year about 1,700 new doctors. Unless some practicable plan was 
put forward to haaten production (without lowering the standard and without 
considerabliB extra cost) there seemed to be no hope of solving the question of 
inadequaey of doctors in the near future. 

ProGueedine Dr. AVrakiioii said that India was predominantly a rural oountry ; 
05 par eent of her vast population lived in rural areas. The majority of these 
received little or no medical aid. The majority of ^ the doctors produoM In our 
coHeges were averse to settling down in rural areas for one reason or another. 
The few that do are unable to cater to the special requirements of the rural people 
and to adapt themselvea to the conditions of the villages for long. This unfor- 
tunate situation is due to a number of faetora one of which is that our colleges 
do not ptodnoe the right type of rural medical practitioners. Only if and when 
they produce thia special type they would be considered as having catered to the 
county’s needs. What is needed la a band of doctors with tme missionary zeal, 
with genuine rural hias^ with proper underetandiDg of the diverafi rural problems, 
mediosl and non-medical, and with high bnmanitnrian idenls, who will be content 
to devote their Uvea and knowledge at leaat for a set period to the service of the 
people for a small reward. The oountry needs and demands sneh a band of adfiess 
workfis and it Is not diffienlt to constitute that band If one goea about in the 
right way. It is the dnty of our medical colleges to selact tha right type of men, 
train them snitabW and make, them available to the rural pemle who badly need 
them. It can be done even under the present economic eonmtiona and available 
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miM HMM It waa tlw Oats al on aadlei 
of OBunee eonld only be aaUevad throngh 
waa leemalUllty ol tihe nadioal e 
inenuion of naaateh pnnrtamnMie in otaoe 


imnoiLL & ymsiNABT OBonoN 
Pioct*Gsai>satb Ooobub 

^ -s ^ Imptoaemant of medieal ednontton in llie oonatry. 

Dr. ZrMnan atnoeed the need for eqnniaittg proper poatgradnate eoniew for our 
a^pwtieidftri^ eduoatloiiftl iDtliUitioDt 

teUede fhm it was the dnty of gof aosoolatioiis to atop in. Advanoeaent 

_ with a Mtontifie bent of mind. It 
. eollegea to prodnoa such men throuah 

„ , „ prammma in ednoation. The hbrat^ was a vital part of a 

medtoal' oolleise. A well seleetod eolteeilon of books, monoKraphs and periodicals 
menng as oompletelv as possible the entire fidd of medioine waa a neemtv both 
for tM student and the stoiC ‘Here mention ma^ be made about the neim for 
text books containing Indian data and reference to Indian problems** said the 
leetnrm.. **At ttie eonntrj while being h^ly valuable in oertain respeets lack in- 
temation on loeal prtdilems that the Indian medical student will be pai^eularly 
intorestod in. If the professors of our medical edleges would only take the trouble 
to write suitoble text books and inoozpozato in them all avtilablo Indian data and 
their own pmonal experience a long-felt genuine demand will be toon satisfied*** 

Dr. JerBsknaa also laid emphaus on the importance of providing adequate 
clinical Iseilittes for teaching purposea. '*Here It will not be Irrelerent for me to 
draw your attentiott to one of the erltietcma that Is being levelled at our recent 
grsdustea by the senior members of the profession namely, that the graduatea 
nowdays are too mneh dependent on. laboratory, X*ray and other findinjn and too 
littto on Ilia reanlta of their own clinical observations*', he observed. **From per- 
sonal knowledge of several of our recent products I feel that this is s very true 
and fust criticism which our medical collwea would do weH to note. Although', in 
OUT edueationsl programme we should and do ri^tly stress the Importenoe of ‘ the 
aoientifto method of approach to medicine. It does not mean that we would be 
justified in neglcuting or in even laying lesa emphasis on the clinical methods of 
examination. One of ttie esnsea of unpopularity of western medicine among the 
Indian maaces is that it Is too expennve ; apart from the cost of medicines, there 
is mot only the doctors* fees to pay but also the fees to the bsoteriolcgiit the bio* 
chemist and the radiologist. I do not say for a moment that we aSoaid iu our 
praetlee of medicine slt^ether omit resorting to laboratory aids, Om tbs ground 
that tbsy are costly. But I do say at the same time that it Is our duty to con- 
sider our ^patients' purse and to suggest these aids only when* they are absolutely 

Dr. JCriahnan suggssted two reforma rdating to the instructional itafif of 
Indian medical colleges which need to be immediately introduced in the interest of 
medUesl edneation. The first was to d^ar the entire teaching staff fbom engaging 
in private practice in order that they might be able to give tii«r undivUed attention 
to teaching researclr and hCMpital patients, if any in their charge. A serions 
damage that had been, dona through allowing private prsettee to paid doctors in 
Government employ in general and to the paid teaching sCaff'of medieal ooUeges in 
particular, was that it had kept down the standard of the Independeni medical prp- 
Mslon through unfair, competition. The second reform that was needed is to consti- 
tute a separate cadre for the teaching staff of medical ooltegss. At present 
college staff formed part (rf the provincial medical eardre and as such wm lieide 
to be transferred to non-teaching post. These dmngjes apart fnm dsprlviiig m 
eollegsi of competent teachers might bring in men who Imd no aptitude isc 
teamng and who could not appreciatively oo-opento in the edneation^ programme 
of the mlei^ creation ox a separate cadre would overcome this dtfficiuty sod 
hdp the coUeges to achieve their ob|utivee more rapidly. 

UniYBBsm Typ* of Colleqb ^ ^ 

After disensaiog the various sspeots of m^ca! training, Vt. Eriabnan mid : 
“A study of the vsiTons medical aducationsl institutions in uxl*^noe m dfffinent 
countries of the world showc that they may broadly be classified Into two type s—- 
ordinary type and university iyps. Ilie first type is .orgspt^ chiefly to PMum 
the ordmaxy general practinoner throngh provunon of taeilities nndmrsdnate 
training of a voeationhl typa ; and the aemd to orflMised not cmly to pnx^ 
general practitioner with a sclentlfio bias but also me •puctslistia various brsnehss 
titeougb provition of faeUities for postgrsdusto tuning and resesrcilu The obfa^ 
ttiStfSmed at and the fnaetions of the variona dep^meots are also Affect, ne 
modem tendeiiqr i* to have wherever l^ible ^ 

tsp^ldeh in the words of Abraham Rsxner would fUrm whoje-hsartedly 

and anBsavvodly to the advanosment of knowledge the study of problenui 


from 
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wiMitm foone ll» Mne Mid tha Moiiig of man all at tta Idislieat le«al cS 
paaalbla aibrt Ia«ia naeda a dew of fbaae. Almoat all Imt adlUKBi on of Iha 
oidliiMj tfpa aad a law are atruggliog towa^de tha nnifairitj TBtum law 

aao* faadUj ba raaiodallad Into tha nnlvaxai^ type and let na hope wa will ha ahla 
to do it in tha near fntnra. Tha eollagee in Miuliaak Bmnbay, and Orteutta an 
adaantageonely placed and han alnady famlitica daraopad to an dtanft Giat it 
would not coat much to reorganiae them into tha univeraity typai Ha ^laa 
towathar woold require about Ba. 60 lahha for capital aspenditnn and about Ba. 10 
lam for additional laourring expenditura. This aum ia nothing ooaenaxad to tba 
banaftta that an likely to acc«roe from mush xeorganuieilon and expanoon. 

Tha lactnrar augfseated the following eoheme of reorganlaation. Ha control of 
tha 'TTniaarfity Medinl College* ahoutd reat with n board conatitutad for tha pnrpoaa. 
It ahonld ba oompoiad of two repreaentatlTeB each from goremment^ nniranity, 
leglalatnra, poatgraduata and research inatltutea and the medical eollen ftaall. Iha 
dutiaa of tha board ahonld be adminiatfatlre, ftnaneial and taranieal eontrol. 
Appointment of ataff; finance ; building ; equipment ; creation of new departmenta ; 
axpanaion of eziating departmenta ; formulation of policy and pragramma ; organian- 
lion of new conraea of study ; formulation of regulationa and rules ; datenaiination 
of fees and acholarahipa ; acceptance and utilisation of gifta« bequeata and tnuta 
ahonld all coma under its purview. The univeraity concerned ahonld help by (a) 
proriding regular granta towards tho coat of research and postgraduate edneatioual 
programmes, (b) creating endowment fund by attracting public Bupport^ (c) enabling 
the college to ufiliaa tome of the facilitiea of the univeraity for their educatioDM 
activities, (d) broadening the objectives and procedures of medical education and 
(e) encouraging the publication of books on medical subjects containing Indian data 
and information. The government will continue to give financial aid as at present 
but will delegate soma of its powers to the board of control. 

VoBiTiON OF Ayurveda 

GoDoluding Dr. Krishnan said : *{f one goes into any rural area in this country 
(this ia alao true of manv urban areas) one finds four classes of practitioners— the 
witch doctor, the quake doctor, the ayurvedic or tenant doctor and the allopath. Ae 
rmrda Ae first two all are unanimoualy agreed that quackery wherever and in 
whatever form it exists must be relentlessly put down. Yet we have so far done 
noAlng substantial to root it out nor even to make it difficult. It is being prac- 
tiaed openly and it still remains a challenge to scientific medicine and a blot on 
human intelligence. We must make up our minds what to do about it. As regards 
Aa ayurvedic and unant systems the opinion ia rather divided. If we want Ae 
indigenoui system to remain, we mast encourage it as best we can, get the qualified 
men compulsorily registered so that quackery may not masquerade under its name 
and spoi^ its reputation as it is doing at present and also make Ae services of 
Aase men readily available to the people wherever they are required. All this is 
possible, but if it is done, it will, in my opinion, be a false and retrogressive move, 
a move in Ae wrong direction. If really India wishes to keep pace with modern 
developments in science and come into line with all advanced countries, she must, 
however unpalatable it may be to some people, be prepared to, abolish this anti- 
quated empirical system of medicine. Any sympathy or attacbmeot to it will only 
retard scientific progress. The plea Aat Ae indigenous system is better anited to 
Indiao aonatitutions is a myth. The plea Aa^ it is cheap and within Ae means 
of poor people ia no criterion of ita valne or usefuluess. The plea that it ia readily 
available even in remote areas is a dope to ease the conscience of Ae sick for 
whom we are unable to provide Ae acientific medical aid that we ought to. 
Under Aoip cireumatancaa we must make up our miuds as to what to do wiA 
these systems of medicine. 

The position at preaent wiA regard to Ae allopathic system k Aat all people 
resort to it when Aey ean obtain it and if It is wiAin Aeir mms. Tlia majoriiy 
of Aat people are thoroughly eonvinced of its greater value mid usefuluess and 
Its wider application in many fields. It has Ae advantages of poaoesBing a preven- 
tive ride of haviog meAode for developiog positive healA eud of being built on 
rational end eolentifio basis. 

The type of medical eervice Aat la beet suited to Ae country hea to be 
derided. We must study beforehand Ae situation in the country Aozoogbly wlA 
Ae help of an expert committee and find ont Ae type of medical eervloe that wOi 
really Ae of modsm sciontSfie medieine wlAIn Ae idirii 

of every individual In Ae oountry. urban and rural. 1 believe even wlA ihe 
•riiUog leBOuccaa in men and money we ean reorganiae our medical serviess' Ipi a 
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pcaac^ JU I atotad pnvtoBaly. Uooagh toe ntUlaation of toa aanieaa of haaacan 
mea la ijto ol pdd ana la ul aiban aieaa and toraaRh toe ami^oyBiant ol paM 
atra m au tnial anaa whan they an badly needed we eaa Knntly inproea aaattcia. 
Ipe type of orwileetiOD I neve in view contiete of five eleieei of offiecre : (1) 
edminietretive offioem in etch dietriet for direction, euperrielon end control. 
n^loel eoHeee iteff for teeching reecereh end teehnioel edvioe. (3) mtel heelth 
omsm for doing meinly fmblio heelth work end e little of medloel work. (4) 
honorery doetore in ell nrben hoeffiteie for medicel work end (5) heelth offieere 
of nonidpelitiee end towne. Once it ie egreed thet e pertiooler eoheme ie euiteble. 
then medicel educetion oen be immedietely modified to enpply the type or ^pee 
of doetore reqnired for the ceheroe. We most make up our minde ea to the ^pe of 
medicel eervm thet would euit the conntry beet*’ 

Anthfopelefy dc Archeenlegy Section 

In the eouree of hie Preeidentiel eddreee to the eection of Anthropology and 
Archaeology, Mr. Verrier Elwin, aeid : 

*'l have taken Truth in Anthropology* ea my aubjeot for thla aeema of grrat 
importance at a time when our aoience hea been debaacd in the intereat of faiae 
racial theoriea. Trnth ia apecielly important elao at e time when a young eeienoe la 
paaaing the age of puberty and entering maturity. I propoae to apeak to you very 
aimply aa a field-worker. 1 have no theoriea to advance and no axe to grind. I 
am concerned in my own work aimply in recording the facta, end in thia apeech 
1 want to apeak to you of aome of mjf ezperiencea in thet teak and to atreaa the 
very great need of a high atanderd or Troth in ell our field-work in order that the 
aoienoe ol anthropology may be eatabllahed in Indie, both ea a meana of recording 
the hietory of her peo^e and aa an inatrumant wbioh may be of valne to Qovarn- 
manta in caring for and piaaarvlog her aboriginala. 

Tt ia ne e aae a ry to atraaa thia, for anthropology ia regarded with aome anapicion 
in Indln. Thera are aeveral taaaona for thia. The attempt of certain soholera and 
poliiiciana to divide the aboiiglnal tribea from the Hlndn community at the tima of 
the Oenana created the impreaeion that acience could be divaitad to politioal and 
communal enda. In enrlier yearn the Oenana authorltlaa tried to diitingulah nnimiem 
and Hindniam. Later the exprceeion, Tollowera of Tribal Bellglona*, waa need. The 
teat piopaaad waa to aak a paraon whether he worchipped fiindn or tribal goda. 
Thia teat waa maaninglaaa. The religion of the eboriirfiMla in Peninininr ladin at 
Icaat ia obvion^ of the Hindu family* Hlnduiem itaalf having many eliBaaBla 
which n theologinn whonld call anlmiatic. In the reiiglooa aolnmn^ tbanlori^ tha 
abmhj^ala ahoold have bean returned feom the beghiidng ee Bindna, Any othac 
olnamcntion wna worae than naalcBa. It ia very diffienlt even te n trained theologlaar 
to decide the exact deM»riptkm ol the religion ol the varipue trilHni. It ia obvioualy 
impomible for an illiterate and Ignoinnt anummator to do ao. WM we want to 
know to Imw many nborif^^ there are In Indto ao that we eaa Inaiat that they 
have a aqnara deal in tha eoanaala of the comitry. Bni now we know aoeuratoly 
naithii the reiigioaa nor the laetoL aituetien, and the untetonata fact that a number 
of anthcopdUKtota interaeted themaalvaa ia^t^ mpbcBtod buainaaa of tofaUng iho 
einet wayto which eboriginalc ebouki be dtoti^atohed from the Hliidn leiiglen 
hen dons on edence harm in pabHe tatuD^on* 

**Bnt perhape the ehief thnig that haa dlatoibad natlonaliat opinion to Indto 
has been the eraation of Ezdhdd and FaitiaUy Kxcladad Arcaa. It la an open 
aaeiet that thia move wee linehr the work of a diaUngnidiad enthippologiet «t Iho 
SSSd TelSr oSafereneTTSlIoneliit todto ^aowW el te 

€k»v»ma 0 t of Indie Act ee nn toaidt to Indtoto pditied emtety, end n^^ 
HetioBii Oongrem hdd at Fehm (and ngein at Harlpmn) te moet ainia t er 
motivm warn mmibed to te vSSXoanmncaU Provindal Matotora cudimmd 
tha arrangeaeant In the atnniMt tenna, and to a debate to tbia i ieg U dativa Anambly 
to^MhSC^^ K. JoaMjgndi^id M 

daetalas to keep the primitive neei ol India toneiviliiid end in n ctete ol 
Smbaten* na m matar&ito tb^^ and *1n order to add to teir. Maaaad 
■B ffA of yfyiiifu knowledge.* About thia time there eioee te eniloiii erlllelifli of 

Sgaemli^tevo been mtoto by peo|A who bed sow aeet an aoteopoWto « 

SS&jS&tMSrSlSFiiSiklhiMmk.. -Me Itm IM Ik. 
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retain oontzd of their natoral environment and gtow to enltnral and elvic maturity 
ill fnadpm« bappinen and peace* 

'*Aa a matter of fact, the Partially Ezelnded Arena bear no reaemblanoe what- 
ever to the antbropolofciita* dream. They are vmy diflbrent from the National Parka 
of North America or the Beaervee of Ali^ Thoy adbrd no real protection to the 
tribeamcn, and their eatabiiahment baa done little *ezoept that by Irritating public 
opinioo it baa drawn attention to the aboriginal proldem. 

. **ln any eaae. it cannot be too often emphaaiaed that the real bnaineBa of aocid 
anthropology la not the collecting of euelting and cnrione cnatoma and the record- 
ing ol mmrre eupentltlona. It ia the attempt to deacrlbe and to make real the 
enttre Uving beauty of a cultnre in all itn related activity I do not believe that 
anyone ean read the beat prodnctlona of the Fnnetional School without gaining a 
profound reepect for whatever tribe haa been deaeribed. Indeed, I would put this 
aa one of the teste of snccessfnl writing In this spheN. There are lew communities 
of human beings who, when fully and thoroughly studied and understood, do not 
excite our admintion and even our love. 

WsAKpuae or OmoiAL BnauAEOH 

As we look back over the history of Indian ethnography and survey the meagre 
array of boolw upon its shelf, we can see. I think, why it ia that our science does 
not hold a highe^laee in the counsels of India. We have been set some very 
bad exampleo. The Ethnographic Survey, for all the valuable information it 
etdleeted, waa tno superficial, too Tylorian, too bureaucratic and too dependent on 
intimation provided by untrained subordinates. Unfortunately it has generally 
bm forgotten that the volumes of the Ethnographic Survey were prepared primarily 
as works of reference for the ofiBcers of Oovemment and that as Orooke said at 
Eie time they were written not so much in the intereats of anthropological research, 
aa indispensable aida to the work of civil administration. The result has been the 
establisluDent of a tradition of scrappy harried work largely divorced from personal 
observation. 

"Another bad example was set by the reports of the CensuB cf India. Here 
ugain the impassion was all too easily created that social anthiop6lo|nr oousisted 
of a series in notes on interesting and curious subjects. It would be hard to 
imagine anytlinig less like 'the prodnetidns of the Functional School than the 
materisd contalnea in thsae reports. Part of it Is the obvionsly insccurste record 
of toum In motor-cars. Furt Aoes not even enloy this suthority. 1 notice one 
writer ia Ihe li^l Census frankly admits Uiat bis contribution is the result of a 
haaty peraaal of the books availaDle in the Diatrict Ofiiee". 

Truth In anthvopblogy Aemanda a scrupnlous adherence to the highest rules 
and ataadaada ef field-work. First .and foremost I would put the length of time 
that an investigator aheuld <spend among hia people. But here in India particularly 
where anthvopetogi^ work haa been mahdy the hobby of pereona otberwiae busily 
engMed how ahort has been the time given by many investigators to their task. 
Bimen wrote fata maaaive work on the Asun after a stay among the tribe of leas 
than a montii. IwUan writem whom 1 will not name have produced articlca and 
uMmograpba after a week or a fortni^hPa stay in tribal villages. My own book 
an me Balga was puhtislird asm years after 1 had aeUTed down in the Baiga 
country, yet l am still unlay ditcoveiing new facta about the tribe and poiuta 
whare I should like to modify my early cODdusions. 

^ ICirOWLBDOIfi OF Lawousobb Ebsintial 

Wettermarck veiy rightlyi aiwaacB iioguiatic qualifieatiqna. A knowledge of 
the language he aaya fa in my opi«ilon an indiapenaahle qualification for which no 
aoclolopcai training can serve ai compenaation. To be able to oonverBC freely 
with the people sithont the aid of an inte^eter ihould ba the field-anthropologiat*a 
moat B^us aspiration. 

Ona of the moat important needs ot loeial antbropology is that it Bhould be 
firmly based on atatistlca^. By no other means qan we eradicate from our literature 
the banefnl prsBenoe of the general atatement. This is mtleularly neceeaary in 
queationa of sex and marriage, about wMeb writers In India have a passion for 
b^g diaenetly vague. Thue Unwin lan^a at aneh atatementa aa that the girls 
are modest and beautiful, the majonty ehaata. A dletiaguialied writer once 
committed himaelf to the opinion that no girl of a certain tribe ever came to her 
married aa a virgin. By what possible means oonld this remarkable piece of 
luformatiOB have been achieved except by direct revelation from Above ? 

In attempting to reach the realities of tribal Itfo. , I bdiave that tribal poetry 
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to of ^ fint inportanM. Tbm to • Kin«rtaibie ««»—»- in t-t.* »..«> .. 

descri^ how poelty Icada on from dry fact to liv»rR*rMlitl ‘ *"** 

* "OK*"* whew matter of feet or of eetoiiee ceMee to be men.]* «..i. . j 

to exhibit e farther truth that to to eny, the connection it bee with the^ worlil*'nf 
rmotion end ita power to produce imniiinetire pleeeure. luqnirine of n ^ 

for itiQtBtior, whtt flower it is wc nee yoittlerf he AiiBwm A lilv 
of feet. 'ITw boteniit pronoiiiM*. it t,? be of Sie mder^of Hewndrii Mo.«w™u' 
Tliia ie matter of ecienef. It ie the lady of the eardea save Si>eiiBer and ** 

bcRin to hnee n poetieel lenee of its fniniem end •'"* »•«« wo 

•w . plant aiid ffower of l‘ftht’*.aaya Ben Jonaon ; and noetrr then ahnevn 
the beauty of the flower in all its myetery and eplendour. 

h or antfiropology miiat be eatablished in ita richtfni place in India i» i. 
lifATnli^ n^ed for the life end Mfet; of the tribcBmeii. A whole wuiid of I'udisn 
hfe and culture u rspidi; ijosei^ swa; without proiwr record, because wo are ikS 
doinu our field-work properly. Ibe collwtlone In our Museume, the to.,W ?n 
our UnireraitiM i* equally inad< quete to the task llmt lies a:,ead. A rei^ uraS 
chaoRC muat be introduced and 1 believe inyeolf that that chsnRe will only coiSem 
we eiUabiMh onreclves more ond more firmly in tlie idi*a of Triitli. ^ ^ ** 

Mahatma Gandhi he* set us all .thinkinR eitatn in terms of Truth. Above the 
chanpinR flux of earthly existence there rises the Uternal Truth, in that Yonder 
ihe true home of man. And since man woe msds for Truth ha is milem 
until his are on the hiRhroad which will lend him to his home. Fte iSii^riitlh 

A**.* '^J'.***.’* i.?*****?*,***^?**® il>e utmost, yet every TintSi is true 

111 ite hjnd. The scholar s life bscomes a daily .psrtiiig with shuiiows— and 'Some of 
tb<^ wdl have become dear to him. Yet he inows tost of all the oaventSlS of 
nvbion iihe world ia full tliere ib not one that can .compare with hie. For otlier 
ambitiofiB and desirea seek pariul and Imperfect eadfl. ;be alone boa aet out fnJ 
tlifl whole. ™ 

^ « Tlmary of awmtiim Meeliaiiloa 

« FuiidomentaJ Kquatioua of Quantum Mecbanica,** Bfr 

D. M. Sell in his pmsidentisl address to the Section of MMUrnmndrs and Bsti^ 
■of the Indian Sienoe Oonfrreaa aaid that the tlirtiry of Qimntum Maelia* 
nicB WBB « new ereation, which tbeu|!;h not perfert, bwi acbievio aoudera in 
Y»taming the myateriea of the atomic atrui ture Before it pumc. atoma were feimrdad 
aa indiviuble particles and «t was futile to try to diecorcr llipir stnicturea. Tbav 
were the fi^damental materials with which Ibc univprtte was built. But Quantum 
BTecbaniea bad entirely changed this outlook. Introdncing some new phivica] 
principlea. it hod explained eatiafactoiily the atfucUire of the elements. It bad also 
explained many imperfectly understood phenomena of aatio|>fayaipB. In fact there 
were very few nranciifs of Fbyaica or Phyisiiai ObemiNtry which bad not felt the 
impact of these new ideas. 

It was, therefore, of utmost iraportajice« said Mr. Sen, (hat Uie subject should 
be developed in a perfectly logical way. though in recent years, it hod attained a 
good deal of clarity and rigour of treatment, there were some gaps. 


The A. 1. Muslim Educational Conference 

Annual Sesfion—Jubbulpere — 16 ths April 1944 

Sir Aaizura Presidential Address 

llie eatabliobmcnt of au iuetitiite of aeience and tichnology at Aligarh was 
recommended by a committee of which Prof. A, V, Hill, Sir Ziauddin end 
Sir Shanti Swarup Bhatanagar were among members, said Sir Jzigul Hague, 
Industries dud Civil Supplies Member. Government of India, in the course of his 
presidential address to the All-fndin Muslim Educational Conference held at 
Jubbulpore on the 16tb. April 1944. 

^hlle the institution was primarily intended for Muslim reaearch worken, he 
proceeded, it would also be open to other communities. It would give facilities for 
Bcientific. technical and indnatrlal reaearch and for the highest poat-groduate acienea 
Btudiea. The insiltution would not in any way be a burden on the Aligarh Univer- 
aity ; it would be an independent institution not receiving any flnancial aniataaoe 
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fcOBi OiBk BBiftifftv tad llmfoii to do wbj mpoDsible to too DBtborttiM of that 
BBtoinitv. Ife wodd be under tbe BieDigemeDft oi n gorcmiiiB body repneenuUre 
Si MniUme of India and epeeially eetccted lor that parpoie. Bnt It wee oropoeed 
thet the toetitotion wontd work In eloee colleborakion with the Allfferh UDimsity 
end that the etafl; the laboratory and other leeilitiee of the toetitate would be 
afailable to that univMty to help them to their teaching end lateia^ work, 
lu loeation at Allearh would ei?e an undoubted adrantage to the Muelim Unirer- 
eity in the aetetl& and technieal aide of ite aetivitiee whfie it would also gain by 
Ite pmslmlty to the Muslim unirersitj with all ite ideale and traditions. It had 
been eetimated that a non-reourring fund of about Bs. 10 lakhs, a reeurring fund 
of Be. 3 lakhs and a sum of Be. 2 lakhs to the reserve fund would be required. A 
committee of experts had ah»ady been appointed to draft the ecienttfio and techni- 
eal side of the scheme, and another committee waif now engaged in drafting its 
administrative and financial details. 

Bevobm of Mubldi Eduoation 

Bit AtiMul Haquo went-on to suttest, firstly, a replanning and icorganiaation 
of the conference and the setting up of a statlsUcsl and report section which should 
note the factual position of Muslim education In India. Secondly, steps should be 
taken to organise provincial and state brandies of the conference to keep watch 
over the conditions of Muslim edacatioD which, as experience showed, suffered in 
all provinces including even some of the Muslim-majorito provinces. Thirdly, a 
few boards should be constituted by the conlerence to deaf with such questions as 
the suitability of existing text books, parttcuiarly history text-books for Muslim 
studenta. Fourthly, a central Ishimio research organisation should be established 
lor India as a whole. Fifthly the conferenee diomd arrange inter-provincial and 


Fifthly the conferenee diomd arra 

intenmtional contact of Muslim teadiers and students, organise Holiday camps, 
travel partlea and special study touii in India end abroad. Sixthly, the conference 


arrange inter-provincial and 


travel partUa and special study touii in India end abroad. Sixthly, the conference 
should lay down wnat the. type end pattern ehould be of a true Muslim school. 
Lutly. tlm conference ehould organiie an oriental education board to establish 
oriental s<^larsfaip and co-ordinate* the aodvitisi of the varioua oriental institn- 
tiooe and organise Bieo>epeoisl leetarea to Ijdam. 

Dwellii^ on tha **eroee-enfsentt of poiitice," Sir AmwuI Haqwt eritideed thoee 
who eeemed to think that India womd be werse off if she did not raisin her 
potttieal uni^ ae one Stste. To theee eritioe, he pointed out the exfetenoe of sbont 
iOO Indisni Stately esbh more or lest wHh sn sutonomoue government^ and mid 
that they did not aeem to affeet the unity of ^ country* Indlepcndcnt, aovereign 
Blateo tuA been political partners end allied in matters of common policy snd 
sonnsoo letcBSSt, he empoasised. They mfi^l have a common currency end enter 
into a onetom, snipping, rsSwsy or tsiiff anion. They might pool thsir economic 
and nataml rsaouiees without ]eopardy to thsir politiosl sovereignty. 

"^t,** he went od» **0De must not consider ^ theee possimlltaim. It does not 




"^t,** he went od» **0De muit not oonsider ^ theee poeaimlltMS. It doee not 
mstter if Europe minus Buieis eompristog slmost the seme srea and population 
no India Is divided Into meny national Stales. It does not matter if the racial and 
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the last war. India at any eoet must be one pblitleal unit end to the name of 
demoeiaoy, a eounbry of 4iOO million people must be governed so one country with 
sU its multiple eulluies end lengosgee with people to different stmts of 

evoHifion. „ ^ 

Tamm of MAjosm Bwli 


"The msjori^ nrust rule the minority, end s hundred million people must 
scoept' toe echema of things ss may be decided by the majority, whetoer it is to 
the istttmt of the minorltieo or not, whether toe minoritiee agree to or accept the 
idienie or not There .need be no efibrt to take too mtoodtioi with the mi^ity 
and to create e eenee of aeouiity emoog them. They will not look nt nny other 
adhema if toereby toe asateity has not a minorito to goyem and to rule. They 
win not try to undamtand the otiiers’ point of view or know the reeaone behind 
the nttiinde of thorn who difhr. They will allow the p r esent system of govemment 
to continue, and yet if anybody in the face of tos existing realities of scute 
eeouomlo difficulties end disoigaalaatioa to tbs eonntry, with enemy trying hard to 
cross toe frontiers of India, despieialsly stmgglss to bring about some amellonitive 
messuN to the hungry and the nssdy millions, he must be s traitor to tos country 
for ^Is contact with the existing govcmmentsl mschincry. I cannot toink of s 
greater tragedy in Iniman sflhirs. 1 do not wish to give any amml vsidiet on the 
Stoient sspeols of polilleal attitndss In the country. 1 have Just mentioned them 
•s fsolots creattog mm dUBonlt problems far us to toe sphme of sdueation. 


Convocation Addresses 

The Lucknow University Convocation 

Sir C. V. Ramui** Addren 

Hie following is the text of the Address delivered at the Annual Oonvooation 
of the University of Lucknow by Raja Sabhabuakana Sir C. V, Raman, Kt., ii. a., 
ph. D., LL. F. R. 8., N. L. ou the 16th. Janoary, IS44. 

Allow me, Sir, in the first Instance, to express my high apraeoiation of the 
honour of being asked to address this Oouvoeation. Even the most hardened 
l>oliticuin in India would have felt it an honour to be present here on this most 
colourful oecMsion and to address this vast and distinguished gathering. Being 
myself Just a student of Science and a teacher of yonth, 1 feel that honour all the 
more highly and regaid it as a great privilege to address the graduates of the year 
zn this occasion. 

'J'he climate of Kortbern India in winter is perhaps the most beautiful climate 
ill the world : sparklii g blue sky. snn-shine, a cold nip in the air and this wonderful 
panorama of colour is enough to stir the pulfco of <*ven the most harden^ scientist. 
1 am still young enough to be thrilled at the sigiit of youth, to feel their Joys and 
their sorrows as my own. I should like to say a few words about the topic of 
colour. 1 refer to the colours of these gowns, the colours of the saris worn by the 
ludies, the colours of the pundal and so on. i have only to enter an apology for 
the colour of the gowns worn by the pround possessore of Doctor's degrees and 
)>erhaps you may be Interested to know why it ie that Doctor’s gowns have these 
colours. It is the privilege of women all the world over and all the time to wear 
colourful dress. We mere men are compelled by the force of inexorable custom 
to be dressed in drab, whites, grays and blacks. Once In a while, and by virtue 
of the authority vested in the Vice-Chancellor» we are permitted to flit round in 
gayer colours, which not even a lady would wear (loud laughter). 

Allow me. Graduates of the year, to congratulate you on this ooeasion in your 
lives. It Is DO small privilege to have been a student of the University of 
Lucknow, to have trodden the halls of this beautiful centre of learning, to have sat 
at the feet of teachers of great distinction and to have achieved what the heart 
of young India regards most highly and that is the honour of a University degree. 
It is a great pleasure to me to have come here and to be eeked to ipeM to you 
on this occasion and one thing urges me very specially and that is to find that this 
privilege has not been granteef to the mere men amongst you. It gives me great 
Measure to find that amoogat the recipients of degrees, amongst tuose who nave 
walked off with medals and diplomas and diatinotions, are also a fair proportion of 
the young womeu of this province. To them specially I wish to express my 
heartiest congratulation. On this occasion, however, I feel a certain note of sadness 
coming over me, and referring to the women graduates of the year, I cannot but 
recall that to-day, one of the most cAiarming and one of the most beloved figures 
among the women of India is smitten by sorrow : 1 am referring to Mrs. Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pandit, and I tm sure the hearts of all of us will go out to her io 
her great bereavement (silent eyropathy). ^ , ,, , 

It is often the case that those who are called upon to address University 
rouvocsiions take it upon themselves to criticise and to vpsak ill of our Indian 
Universities. They think they are privileged to address an audience of University 
men and women and to tell them that Indian Universities are no good at all, that 
they are stamping machines, that they produce innumerable graauates year after 
year who are no good at all, who are out of contact with the realities of life and 
who are not capable of rendering service to the country end so on. I do not 
traverse all those statemente ma£ by these people, because the inteusite of cMr 
vituperations Ie only matched by the impregnability of their ignonnee about 
subject. I take pride In the fact that I am a University man. that I am a teachsr 
and that it has been my privilege over more than a quarter of a oentory to come 
into contact with the youth of India— to live their lives, to share thtM Joys snd 
sorrow. I would like to eay this, that there is one thing above all Ihinga whioh 
I ehould like to see nppmmoet in your minds to-day and durmg tlm mt of y«w 
livsR and that is a feeling of gratitude to the institution and to ^ teachers wUh 
whom you have spent your lives during the pest lew years. Than can be no 
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gmter no otnmgar leellngi in tho mind of lonili, thu n foding of grntl* 

tado for tboM who have tei them on the right path towaida life. 

I regard the Indian Unifereltlea ae ioetitntiona of tfia higlieet poeeihle tepoirt* 
anee in the life of onr eonntrj. It ie quite often that jon hear epeakere talkiDg 
elwnt education in India, to talk of Primary education, the lower gradee of ednea- 
tion ea the baaie of ednoatlon. and they talk of Unirerrity ednoatlon ae the apex of 
the pyramid of education. That picture. I think, la entirely wrong. Thoae who 
^▼e fpren thoimht to the anbieot will lealiae that the true fonndatioo of edncarion 
la moetly fnmianed by the Uoireraitiea. We require a atrcng. broad foun^tion to 
bear the wright of the pyramid and that foundation, in my riew. ia fumlahed by 
the UniTcraitiea of India. Yon, young graduateai aa I aaid, you can rightly feel 
proud of haring been pririlegra to epend a few yearn within the walla or thie 
inatitutlon and to learn at the feet of your teachem. I am not paying an exaggerated 
compliment to your TTnireraity when I eay that you hare no reaeon to feel aahamed 
of your teachera. The Unireraity of Lucknow haa made itaelf felt In the educational 
world of India. The roll of ita teachera Includea many men of diatinction in many 
anbjecta who hare kept alire the name and fame of your inatitution, and if I may 
ain^e out one name, becauee it riaea uppermoat in my mind and it ia a name of 
one who ia unireraally acknowledged in scientific cirolea in thia country and out- 
aide, and ia regarded by the outaide public alao aa one of our great national figurea, 
a man who ia one of the foremost of the tiring biologists of the world, it ia that 
of Dr. Birbal Sahni. (Applause). 

What ia the meaaage I would like to giro you, what ie the meBBtte which you 
are going to carry back from the XJnireraity into the walks of life ? I should like 
to suggest to you that the spirit of Unireraity education can be expressed moet 
briefly in the form of a phrase : it ia the "reetleBS human apirit.*’ I mentioned the 
name of Dr. Birbal Bahni just because I happen to know your distinguished Dean 
of the Faculty of Science. In a abort phrase I would refer to him aa the Vatlcsa 
human spirit.” What I mean by this is the spirit that does not satisfy itself by 
juit ihiactirity in finding a position and just discharging the duties of it in a 
routine spirit. I mean the spirit which is always reaching out. which ie alwaya 
searching for eomething new, always moved with the spirit of endeavour, always 
athirst with the glory of acbievemeitt, slwaye seeking for newer and newer fields 
to conquer— that ie the ^restless human spirit.” And if you look back over 8,000 
years cn human history, who are the human beings whose names shine aetoea the 
miste of time ? It is the ^restless human spirit”— men like Arcldmedes of the 
ancient Greeta, men like Leonardo da Vinchi of the Middle Ages, men like New- 
ton, men like the late Lord Butherford. I mention these names as of men whom 
no honour, no glory, no succese ever succeeded in einking barit to idleness, who to 
the last day of their lives were atliiret with the same vigour and the same energy 
as they were when they were young men. I would like to suggest to you, my 
young friends, that one thing whidh you can take away from the halls of this 
seat of learning ie that ^restleeB human spirit.” A Dnlversity, I think, altogether 
fails its purpose if it does not in insuflicient measure impart that restlessnese , of 
ipirit to ita alumni. You no doubt have succeeded In passing the University 
examinations. Borne of you have succeeded in walking away with one, two, three 
six or more medals, but pray do not think for a moment that you ‘have achieved 
the supreme eucceeB of life. Please remember that what you have done to-day is 
just a small earnest of what the country asks of you in the future. If that rest- 
lese hunmn spirit has not been etirred. if that desire to do eomething, to achieve 
Bomething. to prove yourself worthy of your country, has not been kindled when 
yon leave thejgates of your University, then I say the University has fliiled of 
ita purpose. You ehould go out into the world, filled with the desire to do some- 

S thing worth while ; to glorify not yourself, but your alma mater, your country, the 
evince that has given you birth, the land of which you are the son or the 
ngbter. If that feeling baa been roused in you. if that feeling does not remain 
dormant, but takes impetus, then I do not despair of the future of our country. I 
regard it aa the purpose and function of the University to create the ftesflees 
human spirit,” not in this or that field of knowledge or activity, but in evipy field 
of knowMge and in every field of activity. It is these ^^reBtless humid spirit” 
who will create and lay down standards of achievement in the world, , fho who will 
bnlld the India of the tnture. 1 ask you to bear these words in miiM^" 

I say to you that you cannot show your gratitude to your alina mater in any 
greater way thau by your future life and activity and by ihbwing yonrselvee 
wrorflty sous and daughters of the University o£ Lucknow of nlfieh yon nave the 
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bonoar to bo giaduica. Allow no alw to toy oomfthinfc mom. I tad tbst tba 
loyolto of tba Kradnataa of Indiaii UntrenitiM, and of yoor Unlveraity fai pm-MwiIm , 
abonla be dw gnateat tower of atrangtb to the UnirerBity. A XJnieeiaity in b* 






Then ia bo ■tBodiDg-atill in the world of lenmiog and of knowledge. We either 
move forward or elide baoke Uow is thie dynamic ideal of a unireieity to be 
achiered T It can only come through the eontinuone rnthuaiaein and lupport of 
the alumni of the Univeraity. Hundreda of Unireraity graduatea paea out of the 
Unirenity every year. If of you aenda out thoughta of affection, love and 
f^ratitude at leaat once a year to the alma maier, juat imagine what the oolleotive 
power of thoae thoughta can be. The moat powertnl thinga in thia world an not 
tone of aeroplanea ; they an powerful thoughta and ideaa, and if your thoughta 
and ideaa an filled with the deain to aerve and atrengthen the glory of the tSma 
mater, nothing can atop the progreaa of the Unlveraity. I'he mon you appreciate 
what the Univeralty haa done lor you, the more you ahould demand and inaiat 
upon the rapid progreea of the Unlveraity. You aliuuld all make It your earneat 
deain to aee the Univeralty of Lucknow riae from atrength to atnngth, to aee that 
her fame and her luetre ahould not atop at the boundry of the UnitM I^vinoea 
or of India, but that it ahould spread throughout the whole world. The lamp of 
learning ahould ahine brightly ; the air of learning muat waft ita breeaes all over 
the world, and if fame ie to be achieved it can only be through you and othara 
like you have been in this institution and who have received the benefits of it. It 
ie up to you to aee that your alma mater grows form atrength to strength and 
readiea the very greatest neigbta of fame and name. I am not one of thoae who 
constantly tell ua that our Indian Universities are inferior editions ; that our 
graduates are worth nothing. So long as we have that feeling in our hearta, wa 
shall not be able to riae to the heights of acliievement that we are capable of. The 
day is long past when we bad to compare ourselves unfavourably with the iaatitu* 
tlons of omer parts of the world. I have a different message to give you : let ns 
be proud of our institutions : let ue demand of them the highest achivement. Tba 
more you ask of your teachers, the more they will give. That is the rule of nature: 
the more you ask of man, the more be will give: and the less you expect of him, 
the leea you ask of him, the leas he will give. 

And here liea a great burden on your teachere. When 1 address the graduates, 
it follows as a matter of course that I am also addressing the teachers. I know, 
and some of ua may feel tad that the profeaeion of teachers is not honoured, ia 
not supported. Nonetheless it devolves upon ua as teachers to bold our heads high. 
I do not mind saying... though 1 might be criticieed...tbat I regard the position of 
a University professor as good as or oven greater than that of the governor of a 
province or the Viceroy of India. His is an empire • f love ; and empire of aervica. 
He lovM hit empire and be is firmly estahliBhed in ike hearts of bis people. He 
spreads the light of learning and what greater thing can there be than to create an 
empire of love ? Great men whose names slide through history in letters of blood 
ana fear have been forgotten ; but the nsmes of those like Asoka, like lesus 
Christ, like Buddha, who have built an empire of love, shine for ever and will 
continue to shine. 1 eay, a teacher, a bumble teacher, even though hie work lias 


rTiT* w»riT»n 
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also ia building an empire which can never die. 1 would like to suggest to m; 
fellow-teachera of this University, that the higher the ideal they have of that 
profeseioD, the nobler the ideals that move them in their daily thoughts, tha 
greater the University, Ultimately, I have no doubt, that the honour of this great 
country, the future of India, depends, with ever-increasing measure on tte 
strength of our Universities, on the strength of our tearhcrB, the energy and the 
devotion which they bring to their task and which they impart to thmr TOplia 
within the walls of the University. I say once again that the real Meea of the 
education pyramid are the UniverHities, these men trained here as teaehera, Who ate 
to go out into the world and who have to spread the light of knowledim SM 
mrning, more and more, whose work will reach out far and near, until lO or 20 
years hence we might hope to realise the viniiin which has been neld forth 
us — the vision of a universally literate and educated India. ^ How ia that to he 
accomplished ? It can only be accomplished if onr Universitiee prove uemaelvca 
worthy of the task, ft is not the knowledge of the three Bs. ; it is not the afttew 
of elementary knowledge tbroughont the length and breadth .of land fhaft is 
going to make India a great, seif-sufficieot nation. I ssy that it is the work of the 
University professois and teachers, that is going to build the natioo, that le img 
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to itaigtlieD oar poiitiim in tibo wioat wtlka of liia. lo that we eball hare the 
MOoieaa, the etieniEth and the muaegj to epreod the benefiu of edaeation oter the 
lorfiit pMble namber. To InuifffaM thot yon eon nepileot the nnirenitioii that yoa 
eon etere the nnirereitiee end leare then to ootry on their work, and that in 50 
yon een moke India edaeated» foil of leamliig» I think that ie a ehimoeto. 
we moot mimart the nnirereitieo end otiengthen tiwin. We mnet bnild the 
foundation and oend ont from the unireiiitiea great numben of highly qnalified 
and Ujgfaly gifted teoeheie. end It ie thej who ore going to bnild ttie new Indie of 
the fatnie* to wldidi we all look forward. 

Well 1 bare |mt before yon my rieion of the India to eomei and my riaion 
of the roll which yoa, my young frlende are going to play in it^ liet me once 
again oar that I am not only rmerring to yon young |nen 7 I am oddmeing my- 
•flf pertienlarly to the young women groduatea of the year. I hare Urea long 
enough to known that men moke up not only half ihie world, but IcM than lialt 
thie world. The real world of India is Uie world of the women. Why 7 BecauHe 
they determine whet we ehall do. The influenoe of the women-idlk of India ia 
hmdly reolieed by anj except by thooe who hare hod the good or ill fortune to be 
fublMted to that influence. They determine the outlook of our children. The 
mother, for example, hoe a much greater influenoe orer her children, orer the mind 
of youth, than the mere father hoe. The father ie out all day and bney earning 
hie lirelihood. The mother is the flret. loet and ererything ; and therefore if any 
body imimnee that the promotion of education of the young men of India, to the 
npgleet of the uplift of the young women, ie going to eolre the problem, be Ie 
utterly mietoken. I eay thie once again, that there ie nothing more heartening to 
my mind in the progreee of education than the deeire of the young women of 
India to ehoulder the burden, to improre themeelree and to ehow themeelree fully 
worthy of thdr country, in the oame manner and to the eame extent oe, or perbape 
eren more than, the young men of Indio. Loot year I woe oddreeeing the Con- 
Tocatlon at Modroe. I then recalled what I bod eeen 32 yeare earlier. Then a 
eingle woman graduate was a sight to see— I am not using that term in any 
uncomplimentary sense. And now what do yon find 7 Half the Convocation hall 
is occupied by women graduates. Ton, women of the United f^vinoes, have not 
demanded such a large measure in the Convocation hall. Borne day yon will, Ihit 
let me assure you that India lo os high as its women are. It is they thid nltl- 
mstely determine the fate of the nation. It is their influence^ their outlook, dieir 
virill^, their strength, which will strmgthen the ^ masses of India ia Uis tasks 
that lie in front of them. 1 see no future of Indian which does not also iocluda 
a great and glorious future for our women. 

Here I should like to say a word. There are some who tiflnk that for the 
women of India the proper place is in the household ; that their proper duty ii to 
^prepare kiehri or laddu or whatever it ie for thdr huebanda om children. The 
domeaticity whieh, for example, ie insieted upon, I underatend, by the Nasi regime 
os a apedol virtue of the German women ; that domesticity Is oIm, 1 know, regar- 
ded by many people in India as s proper virtue of women sad they think that 
they should not try high, that, for instance, tlwy need not traveree the fields of 
Ihydce or Chemistry ; that they should leave it to the ssere men. Well, there was 
a time when I thought so myself. I do confess it, but 1 have chsnged my mind. 
1 have chsnged my mind beesuse I have ectually seen that the women of India 
when they set thdr hesrts to a Job, they ere }ust ss good ss or better than tlie 
men. Thm ie nothing to stop them. There is no Add of knowledge, be it even 
Msthemaliss, be it Phyelos or Chemistry, in which, so for os I esa see, the women 
of India cannot equal men or excel them. It moj be that in digging the earth or 
in oome other phytiool work, men ore superior. But if it is a question of acquiring 
knowledge, If it is a question of strenuous devotion to work, 1 do net think that 
women are ia any way bdiind the men of India. It is true, end 1 hope it is tme, 
that the women of India will regard culture, art end all the bsuntiful things of life 
90 didr epedol privilege. That It a privilege which we men shall not Aiiy to 
thim. It It the privilege of women to moke the house beautiful, to i|dle her 
dwelliag place jud the dwelling place of men sometliing worth gmng to ow worth 
kioldng at While art in the fitneae of things, is the spseisl privilege dl%oman, 
other ttilags ehonld not be dnled to her. I ahmd like to Impress npon the young 
wooMB of India, that whtte B Is quits right and proper diat they should r^pud 
Ihsmashss os aqqals of men la the men*e sphere the men cannot by any manner 
or meonn snocssefnlly regard themadvss ts Urn equal of women in the womsn'e 
sphereb end that is In making the home besntifol and worth Hving in (keer, hear*) 
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I talih. Lai M Ml yao. yoBM fitodi, 
^ MB thnngh It mimIL Hm pan ol Ufa 

- all *thB m. It la alao atnirB with thom, 

Ton ham to alniggla thnoi^ Ufa m beat aa jpa eaa. If job tUak 
■ * • • Ttea la BOtIdBg la tUa 


d, yoa an miatakaa. 
win av 


I rtioaW Mhi> to WK9 _ _ 

tliftt tiiit wortd !■ % hm woMa I Imn bito Uunmili U Th« patE of lift 

to nol itiawii wMi • • 

#i(h alooei. You 

that aiiooaM will eooia 1070 a 1 „ __ 

world wlitoh to worth haftob which will orar oomo aolaia il to oamod bf Ihe owiat 
of yoar brow. S o oeew to.aiptoTod by blood and te a r a—I would ooi aijt blood; 
tom, oertelnly. Lrt mo alto toll you that yoa will aol apprtdato ioootii if to 
comet to yoa aotaraed, aodattrfed. The only Inio taoectttt that a man rttllf aaioyt 
and apmeiatot art thoit thcl ht kaowt in hit heart of htarlt that ht dt tt r vtt. 
What, it the good of a titlt, fbr aztmide, if yoa know that it wat gifon to you 
anmoriltda The tidogt, aa I tty, you will approoiata moat are thoae that coma 
nnaooght for. bat eoma baoaaaa thoy art deaarrad and daaarrad by hard work. 
Tbto to a trath, ao bbrtooa, bat narrarthilaaa one which 1 hope you will hear in 
mind. 1 aay thia baoaaaa« it to ]aal aa wall to ba prapaiw m dilBoaltiaa In Ufa. 
You moat ba prepared to find paopla infinitely more nnaympathatio than aran your 
more unaympathaue teaehara. zoa matt ba prepared to find paopla who make yoa 
work and glre yoa no credit. Do not Imagine that you will find the aama treat- 
ment ontaide ae yon find In the Uniraraity ; bat do not let that diahearten zon. 
I ahoald like to aay to you, lor 1 have lived long enough \in thto world to laMiaa, 
that Ilia to not worth living if yoa ma^ jourMlI miaamm all the tli^ 
down-neartod. 


thing makaa yoa down-hearted. If that to the caaa. il to mneh batter that the 
whole humanity make up their minda and die and diaappear like the artbiet 
Brontoaaurna and find a |daoe only among the soologloal ap^aMoa von find la the 
muaeoma. Why to life worth living at allt Baeauaa there la aomathlog worth while 
in it There to aomething In it whioh bringa you happineai. The graateat poaaible 
fault into uA hamdnaaa blindly. Many of you may not parhapa underatand what 
la the real aaerat of happinaaa and let me tell you thia ea a maaaage coming from 
my heart after long egpmnoe of life. I have bean through good and bad ; I have 
bm through many triiua. The aeeret of hapidnaaa to {net the aenae of awaranaaa 
of the beantlfnl aarroondinga amongat you. Many of yon have come into thia 
hall today. How many of you have oared to look at thoae baautifnl domea» tha 
lovely aky. the traea and ao on f You taka it all for granted. You have eaan thaaa 
bafora and yon find nothing new in thenu I would like to toll you thia, that it to 
a habit ol mind that to worth enlttvaUng to find Joy and baauto in the oommonaat 
thinga of Ufa. If you have nothing alee to do, pleaae look at the graaa on the 
ground and aae how green it la : 1 would like yon to calUvata thia habit Thia to 
a thing which nnfortanately dtoappaara with the growth of human civUtoatiOD. 
Tha really dviliaed belngn let me aay* me thoae who do not live in towna* but 
live in viUagea, cloae to the heart of watoie ; who live tha Ufa of nature : who aow 
the aaad and aea the plant grow ; who live in daily contact with natnreb life. Itietoa 
to the dvlltoad Ufa. The artifidal life ol the towna and the eittoa to auoh that we 
are blind to our aunoandinga. Aa aomebody nmarkad, wa even forget that there 
are atara in the sky ; there la no Ume to look at them, or to aee the many baantUol 
thinga about ua. India to atUI one of Uia moat beautiful countrtoa in oia world. 
You have only to open your. ayea. . . ^ . 

Wherever 1 go, I go in aeareh of Mother India. I gaaa at Her fair face. 1 


am never Umd of gaaing upon her friir face any more than a ^ild to tired of ipudng 
at ita beloved mother. Hemember alwaya diat India ia your beloved mother* and 
there ia no greater Joy, no gmtar happinem that yoa can find than in Juat g^g 
at Che face of Mother India, and vowing youxaaivaa to Ear eternal aervtoe (long 
applania). 
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The UniTenitj hat worked for 25 yeare and qnalided for ita BiWer Jubilee tbia year 
and 1 aae happy to tender my eonmtalationa to the Gbanoellor and the Qofem- 
ment on their aohierementa. The laat time I waa on theae aroonda your late Ohan- 
edlor waa alive. It ia too aad lor worda that I come heie to fill a place in this 
fnnolion after be ia gone for ever. I am proud of the love and tegara which he 
choae to beatow on me. Thie In no oeeaaion for referring to pnvate friendahip 
however inaiatent be the memory. Sir Akbar Hydari gave of hie bmt to Hyderabad. 
Hay hie *noal rent ? in peaoe, and that of hie dear wife who lien interred here ae a 
nacied relic of Sir Akbar*a oonneetloa with Hyderabad. 

I oongratolate you gradnatea who have ]net reeeived your deneea, 
eapetdally thoae who have received them with diatinctlon. Ton are part now of the 
preotona atream which mnat water, nonr!^ and maintain the living cnltnxe of our 
people. Aa gradnatea of a relatively young Univeratty you have a more particular 
duty than thoae who are eent out by the older Univeraitiee. By your love of learn- 
ing and continued application and more than tbati by your enlightened conduct, 
you ahould bring cfMit, diatinptive credit to your Uuiveraity. Remember that you 
are the piodneta of an innmrtant experiment, me., the imparting of the highest 
modern learning through an Indian language. You will be rigorously judged by 
critics who have reoelvM their own training through the unnatuM, though may-be-at- 
preaent richer medium of a foreign language. Not only is there no reason for yon 
to feel inferior, but yon have every cause for just pride and confidence. If you 
maintain your habits m study and regard for truth, ana keep your faculty for right 
judgment whetted with daily practice and verification, if you are weary and keep 
your aense of values unapoilea, you will not find it diflScult to do your battle of 
friendly rivalry with others however induetrioualy trained through a foreign langu- 
age. You can go about it with complete confidence. 

1 referred to culture and indicated that you formed part of the body of truateei 
for Iodia*a culture. What reall Indian culture ia one and indiviaible. 1 take it 
that this ia the creed of this University. Separate cultures referred to in controversy 
are hypothetical ideas framed ad hoc for the purpose of a atage in inveatigation and 
reasoning. We ahould not confound religion or religious practices with culture. 
The culture of India wUh all ite varieties ie in fact one. It is single and indivisible! 
even as the climate of India is one, with all its varieties. The composition is itself 
a distinctive unit, as old as English culture. Yon do not analyse tbe colour of e 
peacock or of a spotted deer or tbe tiger’s gorgeous coat but apprehend it as one 
whole* You do not understand it ae a conglomeration of several separate colours. 
Bo it is with what I call the culture of India, ind it ie of that you are trustees. 

On behalf of the aseembled gathering here, T congratulate you and give you 
our best wishes. 1 hope* that you will fulfil with honour and efficiency the duties 
east on you in return for the special concern which the State and lebnied men 
engaged for the purpose have spent on you through the period of fifteen years of 
Brahmeeharya which j^on have finished today, 


The Osmania univeratty ie unique In all India in that the highest ecientific 
edneatioD as well as ^e teaching of the Humanities are done through an Indian 
language, the rich joint product of Mnelim and Hindu contact. It is unique 
beoanse every other Univereity througbout India usee the English Isngusge and 
from what one can lee has no lotentlon of using any other medium within a 
meaenrabie diatanoe of tiine. The teachers established in the Universities snd tbe 
^ke in vogue form a ooncervative fortress of exceeding etrength. The place of 
EngUeh in the administrative maofainery of India and of almost every state and 
nrovinor in India oompletee the apparent impr«|nabllity of the fortification. Yours 
Ie an ac^evement of which not only yon but all India should be proud. The only 
language that can claim to be an ali-india language ie Hinduetaai and that ie the 
meoiam of inetruetion in this University. Yours, then, is the true Vidyapith, the 
Bwideebi Univeiei^ of a)l India, 

Let ue hope that all difficulties will be overcome as are being overcome here, 
and that there will soon be various Unlverritiee eeattered over India where tbe 
hlf^iiet branches of knowledge are deelt with in one or other of our ten great 
languimee. The smsllest of these languiffes is spoken bv popnletlonB Uorger 
then that of Fortngal or of Scotland ana Ireland combined, end many of them 
are spoken by largm numbers than the ponidation :of Spein. Keeh one of them 
an abuodant lltezatufe of Ite owb 4 piooe, poetry, soog, drama and fietfoo. 
yet tfsn the Universities bom In the new-fonnd eoneefoneneii and 
idia, the Andhra UniTeiel^, the Mysore University, snd the Anna- 
Unlveisltj have not talnn eteps to bnpart Univmi^ edneatta of the hi||^ 


{infortanately as yet 
renaissance of ln< 
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tin Tttm, 


or Tbnil nor ii thm ony ehorlarod UnivonltyUial boo 


Vlad or ia prapariofE to adopt Maibthi or Banicali aa ita madiuai. Tllia 
. imrrity of Banaiaa haa aot yat rcaoWad oo any advantora in Iba dirceiloo of 
adoptfag tha Itagoa fnuioa of India aa ttia mediom of Inatruoiion for tha hidiar 
Unitimly ooonaa. I am not indulgitia in cheap erlticiam without rfanttng 
diiBciiltico. It ia beoanaa I know tha difficoltiaa, that 1 admire tha oouraga, tha 
patiant indoatry. and tha aehiavemant that tha Oamania Uniraraity haa ahown to 
Ita oiedit aa a ahining azampla lor all India. Let ua hope that tha Oamania 
eEpaiimant will enable all of na throughout India to OTcrcoma tha diffioaltiaa and 
act aride tha illaaion, which t» the greaiaet of the difllcuUiaa, that there te anything 
inanparabla in gWing the higheat inatmetion tbrough any one of the great languagaa 
nf India, be it Hinduatani or be it Telugu or Tamil or Kannada or Marathi or 
Bengali or Gnlarnti. 

Sir Akbar Hydari on whoaa advice Hia Exalted Highneaa iaaued hia firmon 
in 1918 and founded the Oamania Univeiaity laid all India and all Indian lan- 
guages under debt by the bold recommendation he made and the courAgeona 
execution of the plan laid down. The Burenu of Translation which was founded 
along with the Onivaraity became naturally the chief feature of the work that waa 
inaugurated twenty-^a yeara ago. All inatruoiion in the University was to be 
through Hindustani. English being given its proper place as a compulsory language 
subject. Quoting Mr. Vincent Binith, tha historian, Bir Akbar Hydari pointeo out 
in hia memmndum about Hinduatani that its syntax was simple and flexible as 
was claimed for English, its vocabulary was rich with an abnndarea of words 
drawn from Western Hindi, Sanskrit, Fersian, Arabic, English and other sources, 
and it waa capable of axpresaing ideas on any subject, literary, philosophical and 
acientific. 

I have referred to the medium of instruction in this University aa Hindua- 
tani though the official name adopted is Urdu. It is a paradox, out none the 
lass true that in a world dominated by prHudices, small diflerences cause wider 
gulfs than very big diflerences. The difference between Urdu and Hindi is 
ihtignificsnt, almost microscopic, compared with the yawning gulf betweeo tiiy 
Indian language and Eogliah. But we are able more easily to recoucile ouraelvea 
to getting all our schooling, not to speak of higher instruction, dona through 
Engliah than to overcome the prejudice against Hindi or Urdu. Yet if what Is 
spoken and understood under these two names be written in one script, the difie- 
rence will not be greater than that which marks the language of Jbonion'a Ra»99la$ 
as compared with that In which Goldamith wrote the Ktcar of Wakefield or Char- 
les Lamb hia essays. We do not call tha one English snd the other by some 
other name. While we are qnite able to swallow tbe Em 2 ;liah camel— language, 
script, idiom, phrases and all— we strain at the gnat of Hindi or Urdu because of 
the difference in a certain measure of vocabulary. It haa been conceded that it la 
possible even to adopt a third script^ Roman, without damage to the ideotity of the 
language. Indeed large numbers in tbe Civil and Military servicaa are today 
learning through the medium of Romeo script what we all recognize aa the lingua 
franca of India. Aa regards the proportion of Banakrit borrowings as agauiat 
words teken from Arabic and Persian, ia it really a great point when there It no 
difference in structure Idiom or grammar or in the main bulk of tha yoeabulary 
of the language 7 If our ultimate goal ia the enrichment of the vocabulary of 
Hindustani and the use of it as a medium for every variety of higher knowledge. 
Ihe difference between Hindi and Urdu baaed on present vocabulary is bound 
rapidly to vanlah. The en ichment of tbe language that la yrt to be achiev^ by 
me in the teaching of modern knowledge will leave present differences in vocabulary 
far bahind. Wealth and variety are advaol^^ea and not a cauae im quiml. Ilia 
suitability of Hinduatani aa a liogna franca eonaiata in t^ very fact that It haa 
bean luui^ad by and modified to suit Uia requiremapto of both among 

Hlndna and Mnaaalmana, and haa hma for loiy; written in both Urdu and Nagarl 
auripti. The enriehmant of vooabnlary Irmn Hindn aa waU as lalamio aoorcas. far 
Snmbaing a diffienlty or oauae for qnarfd is the very proof M its mpi^oa for 
eemmoQ aerviee. Tnara la aiad ba no compnlaion In cboioa of 

Itaw it a» UniTcnl^ lliat hat aiada HtodI m tneb tito ^vit of 
tiM quBfirUk for dwrntt io Meotet and Homnitto. Ar<ia>abad 
riCBM aamn to tha miWLfBaBaa of Indk by Itt boM aod anaaM 


to Uids. 


itotbalniM ^ 
Iha oaaa Vida 


BOt ba a aaoaa for nadanatbig (Ua 
thoaa whoaa aoaflnaod opiatoa ia that tha atadaota* 
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k tte btrii' ud BKMt fridtdMulBC i—Hm «i kitmallia. Ai I iiid 
N m|M to bm •! taMt OM mbat UalfMltf la ladk for antjr oae of 
te gnat kagaagw apokia by Iho paopk ol bdh, w ttat atadaito 'faaai. all 




_ „ artft Bad Bal aa am* The qncilioii of wbai It 

it tht noti dbodYt mtdiiim it pltetd bejoiid eoDlrorattj hj uit noozdtd opition 
of tht AlUIndit Uoivonltitt OooftMtt tiitt held ilt dtfibtittloiit in Bombt; In 
Mtfdi t999. Thor Mtitd t Mtolation thtt in tbtir oontidtttd opinion tht mtainn 
of inttpohlion tt diftrtni ttegtt of tdnontion np to tnd inelndins tht* Dioitt 
ooniit thoold bt tht motbor-tonffiit of tht ttndtntt tnd tfati with t Titw to 
tttelning thtt tnd. tht Uniftnititt of Indit thould ttht tttpt t6 tnzidi tht Uteri- 
toit of tht iMptotiTt Indltn Itngntget. Mo Unif«iiit| htt mtdt tn qdcqntte or 
perfatpt tftn tn honttt cndttToar in tht inUUmpnt cl thit nx«nt tdnetliontl 
Objtet Tht Otmtnit UnWtrtity took np tht ttik 25 yttit tgo tnd ite tehteftneni 
'll tnoh thtt it thonld ttrtt tt t bttton-llght to othtn whott dnitet in thit dirce- 
tion etntrt tonnd Uit other fiTttt Inditn Itngnagtt. 

I htft ttid to mnoh thont the tehitremant* of lUt Otnunit UniTtnitj In 
xttptot of the lingnt fitnet of Indit. But 1 ta not nntwtxt of whtt any bt 
etlltd tht thaltton tt tht ftitt. tht mtdinm of inttmotion in Stoondtrj tdnation. 
Tht tnnonnotatnt of tht Intitotlon oittndtd to at to dtUttr tUt Oonvooimn Addrttt 
wM t ttentl for ttftctl pnblie worktrt to optn ooriapondtnot with at on the 
Stott polity in ittptti of tht atdioa of inttmefion for Bteondtry tdntttlon. I 
atdt it oittr to ay oorfttjpondtnte thtt it wtt not ay intention to ntt thit 


octttion for tnterinff into toy ditenaioo of Hydtrtbtd poll^. I ta too ktenly 
tlirt to tht difflonltia of tdainiitrttion tptoltlly in tht foranltlion tnd workinff of 
tdntttljontl polioy in tn titt ooapottd tt Hydtrtbtd it. of ptoplt tpaking fonr 


tdntttljontl policy in tn titt ooapottd tt Hydtrtbtd it. of ptoplt tpaking fonr 
diftftnt giat Itngntga ttob with tffilltUoot tbroid tnd literttnm of whith tb&f* 
ta )ntUy pcond. Aaj llght-harted tnd haty erltidiB or tdrla an bt tzplolM 
to Inortta tzitllng duBenltlti. But 1 do not with to ainiaia tht iaporteiia of 
tht lam inrcAftda 1 htrt tliady tttted in apliolt terat tht fnndtaatel oatd 
of tdnatlon thiwigh tht aothor-tongnt to wbia I tdhtrt. Sir Akbtr Hydtri tnd 
Hit Hii^nta htrt both dittrly Itid down in nntabignont terat thtt tht 

ttndat’t aothtr-tonga it tht only tfibetiTt atdina fa thh toqnitltidn of 
knowkdgt tnd fa tht toapltte oartrtlon of whtt it toqnirtd into t port of atPt 
own btinga Bnt onr loytlly to t trad thonld not ranlt in. blind ptttlon a t 
iilnttl to at ftelt. On tht at htnd, nniforaity of rnit tnd ptootdna it tht 
noratl ttphnllon tnd anttqnaa of atry niodern nnifltd tdaintetation. Thit 
annot bt wumd a btlitIM. It It tbtolnidy trnt thtt tht eUdm of tht aoChtr- 
tongnt it ont thtt anna bt noglattd withont ttrUat injnry .to tht ana of tdna* 
lion, which aant injury to tht Bttte itetif in the lag ran. Ba it it tqnidly 
trnt thtt wha aoit tha at Itngntgt dtiat thit nttnral tnd indtfatlUt right 
. of tilt BOtha-tongnt, tht problta baoaa ampllate ad aUt fa tilt tnrda 
of pttiaa tod aaproaitt til rtmed. 1 htTt no dabt tht qnalfon it. rtotl^ig 
tht oontinntd ad opa-aindtd antldtritia of Hit Ealted Highnta’ Qoarnaat. 
Tht htmnta of tht B o at tign it bound np with tht oontentaat ad p r ogrta dt 
bit pto^ ad that it no ihort-ont fa progrttt ttelawing t^ ptth of trap ad 
titetia tdoatfa. Tht tonditiat of aodern tdnatkm trob howtra, coaphte, ad 
Btalt polioy ha to oo?a t wide ground. Ptta ad tolantUm orate a mtt 
difltenltitt a their pppotitat. htra oom fogette, aartl fidtht 

lira togttiia, ttartl Itngntga llarith tide by tide in tht aat Bttte a t ranlt 
of ptta ad tolantion. Tht prqblta of potitiTt ttrria a the pat of thq Bttte 


of ptta ad tolantion. Tht prqblta of potitiTt ttrria a the pat of thq Bttte 
to tht otapoillt popnlttfon tha pltotd togotha nnda lit an bteoaa ary 
ooapltK'tnd ^Bflonltb 

Miy Ok, bnt Otn «• odur diflknltin okbiR out of tb. oomidaiity ol 
Modwb doNwiwaik in odnootlon. Almoat tha whtda bnidan k tbiown on tho 
•ehook ran bf tha Btata. tba family eoatcibnting bnt IHda tomida tte pnlfaninaiy 
of ta aUM. Ibe dlvWm of adnoatlan Into Priaufy. Irnwra ‘S mo^ 
HMik SMOodiay and Rahranity aaoTwi on oat watwiliAt. ^bay an oatkekkd 
.tooim. la ao aoo atnga k tba tniainc qoik no ladi^aadaat of tta laiiiilimnran 
arat alaat' m tba aathnitin daifing widi dw ■ ■ ttm waald vkh It 
bob atra. k nr tha naat donr^g and for a kqpraanbn of bOfMlnki. n mraM 
ntion tor tba aoct alaia ra nnrt as It k ra ladraradrat aonno by Mt tnVfik 
othm. OUbMatktka of ttora eaa and oni^t to go v to Oa attt atM 
Inn Aon lAa e aaa ot da aa k not inaetieabk. Ab a nndt tl all Ihna anMn, 
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I of fbft 1 ^ 

tnotraetioa (dfon bat olio 

iMOBfIbto Idt tilt oiEnl^oft of etooooduf odiiooti^ tiioir iftt It 

the ImI tbofe the bait ood o lom nwmtm of oihe» oaong (bt »tadtnti in Higb 
tobi^ Mdmtoly look forworn to n tO'tbo Holroiolty eoiiiooo. ond: Ibol if ooo- 
nofc bo d e oi d od bofonliond wbo iotf be porodtted to Mpire to U oiid who mof not 
bo. We ihoold not foii^ thoi Unifomy odiieoUon bet not bean nndoctolmi 
tbcongb tba nedinm of iConiiodo. Teibgn or Monubi in Hydexobad or ony where in 
Indio for tbot inoUer.^ ’The Ehgllah minttOin preiuiUe everywhere in uuivereltiee 
and dkie queen the piteh for opy reform in Seeondory edaoatioii. 

The foot that the Oomonio Unieenity Inporto iuolmotloa in thehigheet oounee 
ihrobgh Hindoitoni direotly. ofiMto the medium to be odbpted' for Beoondary adu- 
ootiou. If up to the loat point in Seeondory oohooli, the inetmotion dhoold* be 
fi^en throat^ the medtom of the* mother-tongne other ihon Urdu, it noy be leorod 
that a large body of the etudante weald be ill-eMipped for Uie Uuiveraily oonne 
to whieb they moy legitimataly audze. If the Government of Hyderabad made Ibe 
epperently good rule that in the Kaweadoi Taingu ami Alnratht araae Beoondary 
ewmaHon ahall be imparted through tlieae langnagea reepectively, what would tbu 
pareata of the beat boya aud girla an aa to tim ni^oeeaary oomeequenoe of thin tie,, 
that they would be praotleally exciuded from higher oouraee available in the Oama- 
nia Uuiveraity and from the ohaneea in life open to the Oamania gndaatee. The 
problem ie oompUoated everywhere, end more ao in Hyderabad. We may not get 
ideni eoluUone Dirt muet be content at pmeent with oempromnea and experimeate. 
Oae oompromiee regarding Secondary education would be that of enforcing Urdu 
ai a language eubjiict while imparting inatniecion in alt aubjecU through the 
medium of the regional language but acoompaaied by a liberal nee of the terma of. 
aeience and art need fn the Oamania Univemity lor higher coanee in the eeme 
•abject. But I ehould not Iraepeee into tbie problem any further. 1 hope th«t the 
maufifi ham English to Indian langai^ea may not be reudared ueedleeeiy difflcnlt 
hf the development of paeeion and pr4adioe, and by etreaMtag the theorellaal 
adTantimea of adminiattativaly impracticable altemetivea. 

I have not tonched polftioa ao far. I do not propose to do ao here becanee I 
have very recently pat down my views on the pcectnt aituation in very clear tarma 
in a booklet written for Ihet purpoee and 1 have nothing to add to It, 1 would 
like however to eey one thing from this platform to thie gathering of the meet 
enlii^tened ae^on of Hyderabad people. I hold the view that it la an errooeons 
betief that is oarelesely spread that tha oitiiena of Indian States are pcdltlQally 
inferior or backward compared to the eitiieua of British Indian Provinces. National 
eooaeiouaoeaa baa spread all over India at one and the same pace everywhere. Ihe 
eidaene of Indian Statea are as fit and oa ready, or at unfit and as anready, for 
democracy as oltixeos of the Britieh Provinces are. Oar princes enn today withent 
diaturbiog the efficiency of adminiatradon grant repreiantadvs insdtutim and 
consdtudonal govsmmants on a baala of pnrhamsntary democracy as waa does in 
the Bridah Provinces and ^maalvea occupy the royu and exalted pOilt^ that 
Governore enjoy in thoee places, with the great and aigniftcant addition of n w* 
ionid affeedon that they will riwaya command in the hearts of tha p^pls. If the 
fjrinces trnsted the oapseity of thw snbicets for democracy, it wonld be the griatmt 
moral eontribndon lor t^ attainment oi freedom for the motherland aa a whole. 
I shnll not detein yon any farther. 

I thank yon m having listened to see so petieotly. 


The Gurukula University Convocation 

Pt. AoMisatti j]yi*a ftidraai 

Tlw following U tiM Enriieii muteing of the Addnii^ddWet^ ot 
OoBToentioB of theiGurakidnviiivoirity by ?oii<Kt jlinoroiMitto Mtt, Vioo*OhooorfloBi 
JJnivuMf on the Ilk. AytD 1944 s— „ . , ^ .j *« ...j, 

I sm Tory brnm *o >»• “ •*.P* 1®“ kind in»Ho^ orf .t o dnd 

in aa f t- w m .,** — raminiiemt of the onduit Motm of loMaing wMoh wo* mmoIo 
the Budding erawd and altoited in baantifnl mMml mmui 
utnra oontiS^ ao madt aa man to the ohopiag ohwtMte and 
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moliiM* Hm 4M ftidf abnidiiit mir*^ lor IIm seonWfioii knowMBBL isr 
mMMon, wd for Hit Ugb tidoMog «2ildl It indiM Mmple lMig/jB[oi& 
IMBOOiploro iadjpiipiio alllw oon fmiMo 1^^ udMadM tho dktnotloM d 
tho woiMt io olow pnMdniif feo tfio ooBiod Gsdaeoi. 

Iko OamlmU It b ore d od tho liiioo of tho old Ual^oraitieo of lodio. It it 
moot thot ohoogoo duo to olterod timoo ood eiiegm o t oooei ehoald bo intnodnood, but 
In owi dTilioolion thme ore oertoln fandooMotol priodpleo thot auiet bo proeereod, 
oeoentloL domeiite thot no notion eon odbid to loeo. In tho oivilieotion of Indio 
thm oro eomo feotnioo thot hooo onomod Ito oonttnnod osietonee, thongh oiTilieo- 
tiono oontemporonoone with it 010 ozdnct ond eon be oeen only In orohceologicol 
mlnn: ond theoo lootnioe will lomoln II wo pcoTO worthy of thomi If wo follow in 
tho lootetopo of thoeo who hoTo gone before, ond if in momente of donbt ond 
Indodeion wo hoerken to tho Toloee thot floot oeroee tho eentnrieo. 

Tho oyetem of oducotion which preroile in tho country todey hoe mony od- 
mlioblo oepooto, Iho etudy of tho eefeoeee, of hietory ond geography, of peychology 
ond modem philoeoplra it of Tory grant toIuo. We hoTO on opportunity of leorniog 
the longoogoe of the Weet But the underlying mentel ottitndo of thoeo roepon- 
eiblo for introdueing thie oyetem woe wholly uneouncL Did not Moeonloy declore 
thot one eholf of Eutopoon booke onehrined more knowledge ond wiodom thou woe 
oontoinod in the entire literature of Aeio T Thie ottltude hoe Titloted the whole 
eduootlonol fobric« We Tenerate OTerything Weetera ond look down upon every- 
thing thot ie indigenoue. The greoteet defict of the eyetem ie thot the medium of 
inetmotion Ie on exceedingly dimonlt foreign lonj^noge ot our incorrect nee of which 
we ore toughed ot ond our proficiency In which Ie regorded oe our higheet educo- 
tlonol ochieTcment. Even our obillty oe o good eoldier Is meoeured by our ekill in 
^e uee of the English longuoge I I om no opponent of thie longuoge ; 1 reed It 
with greet pleosure ; I enjoy ite llterotnra ; 1 toke delight in teocbing It. / English 
hoe now become 0 world longuoge ond It will ond riiould continue to be usm in 
thie country. But thot ie no reoeon why It ehould be the medium of inetruction 
In our eduootlonol Inetitntione. It ie the right of everT child to receive educotion 
through Ite mother-tongue ; It con only thus be properly edocoted. It Is unfoir ond 
unnotural thot he ehoald be compelled to receive instruction through 0 iong;uoge 
thot is not hie own. There will probebly be precticel difficultiee In the middle 
Bohocde in orranging for closses in oil longuoges ; the mejor provinciol longuoges 
will hove to be used in prefereuce to those of emoller oreos ; but by then the 
student will hove become fit both physieolly ond mentolly to beer this strain. At 
the University stage, too, it is deeiroble, oe soon oe moy be, to uee the longuogee 
of the countiT ee medio of inetruotlon. Thie will edd to the cost ; prroogement 
will hove to he mode for the use of more then one longuoge. Thus in' the Bom- 
bey presidency. It will be neoeeeory to hove lectures in Gujreti end Btonihi ; in 
Modrae, in Tomil ond Telugu ; in the Punieb, United Provinoee ood Bihor, in 
Hindi ond Urdu. But tiie gein will be incoleuloble, olike in compreheoeioD, 
Uiought. ond expxemion. In order thot the Univereities should use these long^gee 
it is neoeeeory toot books of the higheet standord ehould be written ond publiehed 
In them. How one wiehee thot our litero^ ond oeodemie inetitntione could 
ebondon the borren poth of controversy oudf concentrate on this eesentiol work 1 
llie Gnrukttlo hoe from its inception need Hindi oe the medlnm of 
instruction. 

Another defect in our eyetem of educotion Ie thot tdigion ie severely excluded. 
In etote institutions one reelises thot lor historicel reocone it wee not poesible to 
providei for relirione educotion IT but the coneequence hoe been thot tor eevenl 
generations Indlone hove fgomik up ignorant of ond indifierent to religion. Our 
esrller Institntione hod religion oe their loundotion. A true knowledge of religion, 
oequolntonoe with religiout truths ond the history of religions, fomiliority with the 
mmn tenets of the feitiis of the world— oil this is neceeeery before onyone eon leed 
o full life. Beligion ie of greet velne In the formotion of choracter. Mony of the 
riddleo of the universe, mony of the problems of the world, religion eon solve ; it 
eon deetioy mony undwtiioble tendencies in our uotura. It will enoble ne to reolire 
thot we ora ^t of one oreotion, to destroy mony of our brute iuetlnct^ induce in 
qe fedings of eympothy ond piety, moke us oepire to get cloeer to onr Oreotor, ond 
inepife lis, by w6Ea,.thongbt. end deed, so thot we moy ottain the good end the 
true. It IB groti^ing tlii¥ the eeveral oommitteee on edaoetionei noonetmctlon 
eet oit* by orgonieouone miu atatao lu uie vveet neve eli ploeed the utmost etrase 
on feUglouB minootlon. At the Qnrnkulo you hive odeqnote provisloii lor it A 
truly leiigloui penon it one who is not nonow, who lo loIsnnt» who raeogniees 
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ttl 

% . . - . ' ^ ^ iMitora ta Ml faMi that ha ahoom Ha leaha span 

aB aa hia bnUtar. 

A fi|thar handtteap fraaa wbieh nodan aaatiaa ot auAc ia that 

alaioat all of theaa an Mtaatad la lar^a oitiaa aad an thantm ant off han tha 
aamHMDtn of the eonotri— tha Titlagaa. laapaaaaiva aad eoatlj hidldiaia, ooaalort- 
able aad eren loxoiiou hoatela. aapeaaiTO Unaic— than han nado tha adaaatad 
nao a atnngot ia hia owo hoaio. A penoa of wdluatT aitaoo fiada It lapoaaiUa 
to inoTido for tha edaeatioB of hia diudraa. It ia deainbla that aaon aaa aiora 
edneadoaal ioatitationB damld ba atarted la the aillafaA ■<> fi>at thai aiaj aot ba 
AlienAtod fioiii the life of the people* 

Whet ehoald be the elm of edneetioe T Whj do poor teeohece teeeh you ? 
Why ere you here T Do you eTer eek younelfee whet your cduoetioD ie Intended 
to do for yon T According to our trediuonel view, educetion ie intended to produce 
piety end eenee of reverence ; to trein the intellect end memory : to meke one fit 
to he« e heelthy progeny ; to eneble one to gether riohee ; to meke one long-lived ; 
end to bring immortelity within reeoh, Rliel devotion, modeety, freedom from 
oonceitp eenee of dieonminetion, the building-up of e heelthy body, purity of 
chereoter— theee eleo educetion ehould eeek to produce* Knowledge for tne etlmn- 
ment of wiedom end not ' for mere word-popping ; weelth not for luxury end 
comfort, but for relieving the dietreee of otbere : power not for domlnetion but for 
helping the week— theee ought to be one'e objectivee. It ie not neceeeery to come 
to e univereity if your eole elm Ie the emeeeing of weelth* It ie not neceeeery to 
come here if yon ere to epend ell your time in the contempletion of life efter deeth. 
Nor ie it neceeeery for yon to be here if you ere only intereeted In your phyeicel 
development. Yon ere here beoeuee efter your treining ie over your lece enould 

g low with heelth end with the redlence of e blemeleee chereoter. your mind ehould 
e filled with the determlnetlon of being eodelly ueeful, your intellect ehould be 
eble to dietinguieh between right end wrong, good end evil, your body ehould heve 
etrength to prevent iniquity, end your heert ehoald eriee in edoretion of the 
Oreetor. In the ChhandogyopaniBhad we ere told of Nerede who* on epproeohing 
i^enelkumere for farther inetmction, eeid thet he hed etudied the Vedee, hed 
acquired e knowledge of the etere, hed been, treined in methemetice end biology. In 
eerpent-lore, in the ecience end ert of ofience end defence, in eetroaomy» in the fine 
erte* About twelve hundred yeere ego. Bene, in hie Kadamhari^ while deecribing 
the educetion of Prince Ohehdrepide, eey j thet be hed ecquired proficienoy In len- 
guege, in logic, in rituel end religion, in the edenee of edminietretion, In phyeicel 
feeti. In erchery end ewordemenebip, in oheriotery, in horeemenehip end menege- 


loel inetrumenti. in dpcing end dremetui|9, 
ind prognoeticettone, In the tecting of gemc, In 
in the digging of minee, in hietoiy end legend 


ment of elepbents, in mueio end moeloel 
in the underetending of omene end 

erchitecture, in the uie of medicinee, in t •aci’-- - . 

end poetry, in verione ecripte end lenguegee* Whet e comprehcncive eoheme of 
educetion, dedgned to trdn ell one'e umultiee end turn out e young men wltn e 
reellv libnel end menv-eided educetion 1 

Greduetee of the Guruknle, you ere children of thle lend end by your conduct 
you ehould prove youreplyee worthy to be celled Aryee. From our ^he we. Mn 
gether whet quelitiee one hee the right to expect in Aryen ycrathe* Bmemm 
Devevrete, the eon of Bhentenu, teking the vow of perpetoel beehelotfaooiL eeen- 
ficing hie worldly proepeete. for eneuring fetber’e beppineee, living w thet ell, 
fripde end opponente, oeme to him for prceept end gnidenp fighto ur hie King 


with ench velour ee to compel Kriehne to breek hie vow of n^ ndng jurme in tte 
Gmt Wer. Hie ie e noble exemple of one who never ewe;^ ***• i 
duty* Bemtmber Berne, heir to the throne of Ayodbye, willinjdy gtm on twem 
yeere* exiles enffinring every kind of berddiip, bee^g troublm with M WMyied 
fortitndu enduring eeperetion from Site. He Bevene end y 

to Aywye, but pein end euffering etffl hie IcA end in 
euUecte hee to pert with Site egra. In the Inlfllmeiit d.hiednty^h e hee ^to 
unmrgo oo mndli enfbrlng thet pein eeeme hie eole portion in life^ But 
the embodiment td tdedT mewxid* 
rppreeent ideel brotherly love. 


oo' thet hie flighted word be kept, 
if hie dog oosld not 
to eeicy opllde 


Berlebchelidre who 

, YndhMithire, who declined to oetec 
him ; Konele^ who took outhie omi nm 
1 1^ FMep, ^ wee wiltieg to ^ 


up hie Hie eeto SE 

lo pogn gad deholeii. fhey eie llw modme hy f ollowieg wnom yoe 

idlbe eelltiidto bo celled Aiyeoa 





ba taadj to do w for tba proMfrattoo of tm Mmu of oitiiIioboii. Ho*o faith Uiat 
tbap.araoeoaaii m for tbe good of tlM vorida Ftaeo uid goodwill m tlie woteh- 
wmo of oil fdlgiotto, tod Of tlioir ootobltohmoiil oloDo eon tho world moioli on the 
podi of nogtoMo mk olbet of your odneotfon riionld be to prodnoe within 70a o 
•enee* 01 peeee. of eolm. freedom from leor« freedom from envy; Mo/ yon here 
forlitode« eelf*oontrol, eelf-dieeipline ; mi^ yon be tmth-loring* oreree 60m wrong- 
dotoga end fnH of fellow-IMinga Mij yonr woorde be eweet, yonr conduct noble, 
end yonr deeiree pure 1 


The Calcutta University Convocation 

Sir 8. Bedhekrleknen'e Addfeee 

The following it the text of the eddrcee delivered by »» 5 . Madhakri$hnant 
Viee*Ohenodlor, Mneree Hindu University et the ennnel Oonvocetion of tbe 
University of Oelcutte on Ssturdey, the 4 th. Mhieh ie 44 

liey 1 sey how grateful 1 em to the Uoiversity euthorities for their Idndnesi 
in asking me to speak at this Convocation T It is a pleasure for me to repeat, on 
some excuse or other, my visits to this Universi^, where I spent the best part of 
my life. I should have addressed this Oonvoeation last year but an unfortnoate 
illneaa atood In the way. Thanks to the kind care and attention of yonr Viee- 
Ghancellor wnd another member of yonr Senate Dr. Bivapada Bhattachaiya, I 
speedily got over it It is indeed very ktnd of the University to have renewed its 
invitation this year and given me this opportunity. 

It Is my agreeable dnty to offer warm greetings and good wishes to the young 
men and women who have had degrees conferred on them today. They are going 
out Into the world at a very critical time which ia dynamic with great posaibiTities. 
Universi^ men. along with others, have had a testing time. This province is not 
yet free from the effects of one of the worst famines within living memory ; the 
country is drifting into a broken and helplesa condition and is in a mood of sour 
disillusion and the world convulsed with the Mony of war has much fear, tor the 
future. It is my fervent hope that the education which you have reotived in this 
University and its oollcgm may help yon to play your part effectively in the 
remodelling of our life and society in the years to come. 

This war has exposed the weakness of our Govemmenth our economic life, and 
our system of edimatlon. The death, in conditions of peace, due to famine, even if 
we accept the figure given by the Secretary of State for India in the House of 
Commons, is not essentially mfibrent from or less costly than the death of a 
million people in a^ other part of the world. If we realise what this means in 
terms of human suftting and sorrow, we shbiild be filled with shame and res- nt- 
ment and a burning desire to wipe out the conditions which mske snch things 
poetible. The British mventhsent has not yet divested Iteelf of ite leepdnsibility 
for the Government of India. The country is richly endowed by nature with man- 
power; skill, talent and material lesonrces. The example of other countries demon- 
etrates that it Is poeslble to increase the inoduetiviiy of the soil, to eontiol nnemplciy- 
ment and dMtitntioo, to tries tiie level of Ufa ne dfantutriied vitality of the 
people who live on a bare enbeisteiice fovel, with no margin at all to prov i oe tor the 
irilnre of etope and othm eontfageiieiee, who are largely without education, and 
•ufier from low standards of public fiial^ am} sanitation, points to the economic 
and priitteal dagiadatioa of the country. A wril-planned and vigoione economic 
expansion, involving the introductibn of moten technical and indnelM methods 
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Borki i^d : '*B«?olatioiif an pcodnoad not bj thoM who look powir but by thOM, 
who holding powir, main bad oae of It** 

Wa rogiuia to tranaform the habHa of people and thdr waya of thinking. A 
eoaial lerolntion meane an educational rerdlutlon. Bdueatlon enould hafe pnority 


eoeial lerolntion meane an educational rerdlutlon. Bdueatlon enould hare priority 
among the eehemea of reeonetmotion now being coneldeied. Boeial leeurity, 
eommunicationa, health and Mnitation are all important, hot education which U 
concerned with the making of men ie the moat important. II we do not hare the 
right kind of citiaena none of the other leliemei will work euceeiefully* Mo 
political arrangmaent can enfranchiee a peopie, no iaduetrial ezpanaion can enrich 
them, no aoeiu pririlegee can aariet them, u we do not hare men and womeh with 
free minda and upright eharactera. An edneational ayatam which belieree in the 


any eound national planning. 

Mr. 8i^eot*e report girea ua a oompxehenaire aeheme of education for all 
atagee frimi childhood to maturity and attempta to make the educational ayatem 
organic to the community. It prooeaoa on the pnnciple which ia acceptad by all 
ciriliaed goremmenta ^at it ia the fundamental obligation of the State to proride 
all ita citiiena with oompulaory education irom the age of 6 to ^ age .of 14 at 
leaat. It makea pioriaion lor different kinda ol inairuction lor ehildrw of dlflhrent 
aptitndea and temperamenta, and proridea large acope for choice. It ia a long term 
national enterpriae and ita full reallaation will tate at leaat a generathm and 
demand the anatained efforta of the *»ommttnity and effedtire oo-operatloB between 
the Goremment and other agenci. ^ If Ind^ ia not to lag bahind oidim ptogrmaire 
conntriea the aeheme muat be put through. The uaual e»uae lor denng nothing, 
poverty ia urged againat it. Addreaung the Annual meering of Ae Aaac^ted 
Ohambera ol Oommeroe in tbia city on the 20th December, 1948, Hie &oellency 
the Viceroy aaid : 'T think it ia clear, that from the practical pdnt of ,riew the 
full realiaatton of a aeheme euch aa that outlined in tk Bargent Heport, muat wait 
on other dmrelopmenta. • India at preaent aimply haa not the money for euch a 
aeheme.** How can the national wealtti of the country be inerea^ if ^ are not 
given the education which alone can equip ua to Ae wealih T egpeoM 

muat be incurred and the money found. In a apeech whim Dm wareii gave ta 


“It haa alwaya aeemed to me a curioua tot that nmey ie forthoomittg in wm 
quantity lor a war, but that no nation haa ever yet 

■am. Hale to fight the arila of paaea-poyarty. lack ot wtaeatoa, apw p^itaat, 
ttl health.” It ia a pleaann to know that in hia aMma to the Oan^ 
ha nmatked that -the Wtai matteia of health and adncation wil^ altewd to 
atand etill.** But thia negative aaauranoe Sa not enough. BducaHonal expaaaion la 
the foundation of all reconatructlon and money lor i^o®t to 

An Indian Ooremment with the oonfidimoe of the peonle ^11 ^ abl^nto 
the Bume eaaentlal lor the national effort ol ^uoatlond aim 
The Viceroy tella ua that the pieeent Government of India |y “aS 

Government**. The preeeoce of a numbm of 

Government a national one. Who laya down the policy ? Who wieWe to noww T 
The Viceroy atated that the aim of Hie Majeetf *e fiovmiMnt to to m lad a a 
united country, an]oying complete and unqwificd mlf-governmmt ae a wiiii^ 
SSctoer of th^ Briab ^ommmwealth. But a mem declaratim of pri^pto 
nX right a wrong. We eometimee Mire that when a thing haa Mm mid it to 
been me. The complacency with which to Britirii inAu 

dtoagieemcuta among Indiana ie a dtotreming feature. Bpeaking at tM * 

mid : “Parliament ie rmponeible lor gg 

5fto Empire and it would be a betrayal orour gj 

diffioultim of to altuation to turn ua from our deolar^ purpm oi im^g m 

Indto iSoSmto W mlf-goremmeot.**. fcuwly if the dtoulto 
to Govemmant in to effective proaecuUoo ^ ^to^^piereal to 

sssias; 

SiSsi .SiS&si ^ 

iSShaSgt b« won fn thaj pgnft . •>! J *. ^ESSS 

‘srtt “u tb "w 
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mmiiieDt is not sstaUiibsd bf thsiiu Tim tie nsuiy two oilllioiis Indiont in 
UM fighting ssrrioes with o?er ftOOO ofilem nnd nnothnr six Billions nre sngsgsd 
in moriss doing wsr work. TboDBnndo sro being tnined ss officers for the 
fighting eerrioee. Thej ere getting into eontset with the eoldieis of Allied nntlonB 
sod SB being imbued with the Ume of liberty nnd homenity, nnd when they 
retnm they eboold not be fteed with bitterness nnd disillnsion. 

Indin is not indifferent to the ^nes of this wnr, notwithstanding her politi- 
49nl dulhnnces with Greet Britain. The nltimnte issne of this wer Is not proptaly 
defined ns n oonfliot between rirnl imperinlisms doe to the cledi of economic 
intereets between the Hneee nnd the Bnvenoto nmong the nntlone. It is not n 
oonfliot between lirnl forms of goremment, n duel between democinoies end 
dictatorehips. With Bneein nmong the Allies ipioh n clnim csnnot be snetnined. It 
is renlly n conflict between the Intoxe nnd the pesti between Intemntionnl order nod 
Jnetloe nnd intemntionnl nnnt^y nnd in]astlce. Indin knows thnt ttie Tiotory of 
the Axis powers will menn fenr nnd denth nnd the destruction of ell Tslnee, morel, 
enltursl nnd socinl while ihe Tictom of the Allies hns possibilities of hope nnd life. 
Millions In the flower of their yontb hnve giren up end ere giving up heppineee, 
henlth end life itself, they nre Buffering the pnnge of seperetion from thdr nomee. 
discomfort, exposure, torture in order thet the world mey be n better, kinder end 
ineter piece then it hns been. While the phmeee of Stalin’s declnmtions, the 
Atlnntio Ohnrter nnd Boosevelt’s proclemnifone ebout the four freedome reiee h^ 
hopes, the performnnoes of the Allies do not '-*eeBure np to the profeeeione. One 
grmtast surprise of the wnr hns been Ensrie’e i role reeistance to Neel eggreeeion 
but whet will be the contribution to pence of n Eu. jle which hne grown nntio- 
nelietic in sentiment, orthodox in religion nnd eomewhnt Indifferent to the victory 
of the Proletnrien revolution ? The recent declnretion of nntonomy for the eixteen 
Soviet Eepublice, which will heve their own nrmlee nnd foreign repreeentativeB, is 
interpreted by some ee nn excuse, if not n juetificetion, lor ennexing inveded coun- 
tries without protest from their peqplee end the Allied nnme. I very' much hope 
iSbMt this view is n misjudgment. whet will be the ptfi^tnde of Amerlcn’s Big 
Bu^eee ? Will Mr. ChurcdiUl who is eo insistent nreserving '^>editiohm 
Britain** help to remove the leer cf wer from the heert of onmeoity f liem while 
we nre merching townrde victory, there ere gmve nnxietiee on the pollticel rta^d snd 
meny suspect thnt the wer is once egein yielding to its inherent crnelty end^nu^w- 
nese of vision. Wnr exerts n constant lowering preesure on our ideels end itae 
ne Ignore them in preotice. There is n tendency to fell beck into the old eyetata of 
power politioe, eggressive nlliencee end rivel imperielieme. Among the meeeee there 
IB n de^ sense thet with victory will come disillusidn. The Arwbishop of Onn- 
terbnry eeid on the 23rd of Mercb, 1043, **Horrible es it is, we heve to reelise thfit 
mnlUtiideB of Our people ectuelly feer the return of peece more then the oon- 
flnnenoe of wer.” Think of thet. If the militery victory ie to be followed by e 
poet-wer period of noble profoeeione nnd cmven deeds^ ne it heppened in the Inst 
wnr, thn enormone price we pny for it will be pnid in vein nnd it will be n sacri- 
fice of the beet for the worst. 


If this wnr which hns no bonndertee except those which God in Hie mercy 
bee given to the world, reeulte in a close eeerching of beerts, if it ends not only 
In n victory over the external encmiea but over inner sloth, slackness and selfish- 
ness, it win menn n new dawn for mankind. We must be cured of our dangerous 
obeeadone nnd distorted views* The forces that nre to renew the face of the earth 
most epricz from men’s hearts. Deliyersnee does not come from ontsids. The 
swOM osn Impose it but cannot develop it. We must lesra the lesson that all 
msnkiod is one. The oppression, peraeeution of any race wounds and menncee nil. 
AnoUiar coaotry’a distress or discontent is our country’s danger. We mutt become 
grenb of soul nnd rid onreelvee of race prejudice nnd love of power. The Atlantic 
uhnrtar sake ue to work for H peece which will afford to nil netione the means of 
dwelling in enfniy within thdr own bonnderiee nnd whi^ will afford naenmnen that 
off mmi in all land% may live out Uielr lives in freedom from fenr and want.” 
Buck faith ie vain without works snd works tequize thet we should rid ourselw 
in the dtacBsione which arc inadequate to the changing conditions of life. Oar 
minds muat be lifted out of the ruts of pest habit. Only then c..j we build 


a gnnl human aoctaty foeteriog nnd developing tfie cnlturel resources < 
difiefent people Wendell L. Wilke obeervee : ’^Brilliant victories in the field 
not win for ne this wnr no# going on In the far reecbee of thn world ; only new 
men nnd new ideee in the machinery of our relations with the pecqilee of thn Beet 


ild qta 
of 

lid irm 
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M^lha Tleto^tiiont^^aBlpauavinbeoDly uolhn amlttioa.” All 
oox hopw vOl te feutnM it the ■tetcnsoi who will work at the peeee ooofeteooe 
m not inf|nE 0 d a tpiiitiial purpoM* and Im for the oommoa maa. 


Tba world eriaia ia only anperfteially aaonomlo and pdlitioal; it i§ aaaentially 
moral and apirituaU War ia a aymptom. not a diaeaae. It ean be remOTad only 
by coring the apiritnal condition of aociety. *Witboat rirtace'* Ariatotle aaid, ‘‘man 


ia merely the moat dangeroos of the aoimala.*’ By calling on men to be better, 
we cannot make them better. Through eobbola and oollegea, through the eooial 


_ _ „ „ ---gh the eooial 

and TOlirieal inat tntions they moat be monlded into proper abapeo and made new. 
The Kari and the Bolaheviat ayatema of location ha?e been largely aooo^nl in 
engendering a radically new tyM of man. Education ia the meana to it. The 
world criaia meana that there ia a demand for a revision of aima. Sir Richard 
Livingstone in hia work on the Future in Education aeta forth admirably the 
nature of the preaent criaia : *Oar preaent aituation reveals the great need of the 
world. If the conventional stranger from Mars arrived in Europe thia moment- 
after a journey through the air more hazardoua than usual— he would not ao much 
be aurpriaed by the fact that a war ia in progress, for war unfortunately is nothing 
new, but he would be struck by something far more serious, by the appearance cd 
a new philosophy of life.” Re refers to the disappearance of moral and religious 
ideas of liberty, justice, mercy and truth which have helped us to tame barbarism. 
Tie essential aim of education, according to the ancient Indiana and Greeks ia 
initiation into the higher life of spirit.^: It (a to be reborn. The whole soul must 
be turned round towards the light,, ^»«o tells us, so that its eye may receive the 
truth. Only then ean we have right outlook on life. Where there is no vision, 
the people perish ; for lack of restraint, the rule of law lapses and the community 
falls ’pto cnaoa. While the power of eontroiling the forces of nature has increased 
eiior,.oualy, our power to control human nature has scarcely advanced. In science 
an bave made tremendous progress but all these 'forma of progress 

do not burden of the inner world. The external marmi of 

thijim inward struggle. The mechanical devices and even 

techniques do not touch the. inner deeps. A pride in our 
ow'^ baa been our chief defect. A little humility will do us 

gre^ m Humility, it is said, is to know the truth about oneself. We must 
fec^thp . Aked truth that we eve prone to put the interest of our family or gronpa 
higlh^r thbae of the general country. We are inclined to exaggerate our own 
wront^ and secure our interests at the expense of other people. "Bear ye one 
anbthm’a burden” is spoken of nations as of individuals. True greatness is a 
quality of soul ; it ia humanity, llie truly educated are those who are their own 
macters, whose minds do not fall an easy pr^. to half-truths, prejudices or interes- 
ted propaganda, who have enough poise to distiogoisb between a rational argument 
and a mass appeal to passion. In a University we are members of a great company 
by whose law of compassion and justice we are protected and bound. Dharmo 
rakeati raktitah. We ahould atrive alter a purified and ennobled patriotiam which 
will disdain to use wrong methods even for saving a nation. 

What makes a nation is not race or religion but a way of life. India is not 
e geogrephical expreeeion, nor is it a collection of individuals. It ie a tredltioo, 
an^iraer of thought aud manners, a loyalty to certain fundamental jmloea, totered 
hv all raees and reliaiona which have found a home in tbie land. _ We should not 
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e geogrepuicai expiewion, ogr w n m ouimuwi va AuuivrauMi*. 

an^iraer of thought end manners, a loyalty to certain fundamental jmloea, totered 

bv all raees and religions which have found a home in tbie lantL We ehonld not 

be eeduoed from edherence to these great values by the bribee ^ 

pleseute. In e rapidly ebaeging world. It ie not eesy to think « 

mieh do not euange, the foundation of the good in us,_ t^ faim in spirit, tm 

beauty of eetion end the endurance of life's obargM. Bat ulUamtely, tbM ere the 

forces which will forge the future of humanity. We cannot fight eg^at >be godf 

India uannot and has no desire to lead the world by virtue of^ militm etrangih 

or iadustriel efficiency. Nations hereafter must think about 

more about service and we believe that India and China have e epadel eo^bi^i 

to make in a period of rolitical and social recooatniction. If >4m M ^ 

Inmonr a new chapter in our bietory. you muet develop 

which are neither national nor intsrostiooal but univerMl. The futuie of humMity 
ia hound nn with the zegeneratioB of the deeper fonndetiMe wi^ont which no 
leet of e uewToyelty to the wodd-commuBity^ 

f^^pNi^ b^lUon is • cSSeoge and an opportunity. It^ 
fidlh that you ahall not be found laejring in vision, courage and strength to meet 
that challeDge and use that opportunity. 
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Dr. B. C. Ray’s Addrets 

Whst fdnii of cdoefttioDftl devdopamt potl-wu lodb ouglil 16 1uit« wm 
iodiealad bf Dr. Bidhan Chandn viee-CMiuioeilor. Odeatlii Dairwiity, in 
bin nAmi to dm OoDTOontioD, 

*niin Dnifenitj/' Dr. naid, in fa-dny thn biggnnt in thn worid in point 
of nnaibom ; onr noHritien nm manifold. I am now niaj witb n nohomn lor Bont- 


of nnmbnm ; onr noliTtuen are manitoid. i am now ready wltb a neiiome 16r Boat- 
Qmdnatl amian in Medicine and fery eoon we hope to bare nimilar arrangementn 
lor tbe Department of Engineering. In mr opinion tldn ia an it ahoold be ; tbe 
number of anbjeete, for the teaching of which tbe UniTemity nhouhlf directly or 
indirectly, take reaponaibilitiea, would inoreaae olmnltnneoonly wltb the increaaed 
intcrenta of the atudenta and the public in the variona departmentn of Arta and 
Science. If the Uniteraliy ia to fnncUon effectiTcly in a democratic world, it ban 
to Inep paee with the growth of ideala and conceit regarding the Talue of Educa- 
tion and funotiona of an educational inatitution. 

There are, bowerer, two diffionltiea In onr way. Fiiatly, any enpandon in 
Poat-Oraduate Departmenu neceaearlly Impliee increadng provliion of funda. 
Large bepelaetlona naTe come in for the purpoae from private partiea, Government 
nlao have provided funda, but the bulk of the expenditure In the Poat-Qraduate 
Dapartmente comae from the lean of eandidatea for the diSerent ezaminationa. 
Oritloe have commented of thia procedure and one may be inclined to agree ; but 
the grim fact remaina that money ia needed— much move than the d^ora and 
^vamment have contributed. Saoonoly, the work of the Univerdty haa become 
eo huge and complex that one feela that the time haa come worn it ahonld be 
relieved of the burden of conducting the Matriculatiou examination and all it 


eo huge and complex that one feela that the time haa come mom it ahonld be 
relieved of the burden of conducting the Matriculatiou examination and all it 
al^iflea. The Oaicutta Univaraity haa repeatedly expreaaad ite opinion that it 


would welcome any move for the eatabliahmant of a body to control education up 
to Ihe Matrlcnlation atandard and to conduct thia examination, provided the dmijQ-* 
oial ioaaaa of the tJniveraity. out of auch tranafer of functioni, are arrap^ f > ; 
and arovidad further, that tbe Univeraity haa— aa it muat-nn ftfeoti^ n 

Mgulating the type of education nnd the atandard of examination wluoh ^»1y 
aSitad M woM .piovida Jor th. - “*%. 
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wm that ^ atatoti mate of it. It ia ob^kwa that BJaeatioo, if it ia to ba 
OMfol. ahoold ha auno yoeatoiai and ttmafota atnitaihui ia ahanetar. 

NaiiOBal Bdoaatkai mint maaa tha faotiaatatloD of oor foadamaotal aoBaapt 
of hamaa aslataaoc^ oa tha baala of whi^ tha aapantraataio oa laooaatnietioo oah 
ba aiieotad ; it moat amaa iminroTad ^jpa of taaohaia and if it ia to ba aompalaorj^ 
liaa aad aaiaanal, it moat aatail tha axpaaditura of iaeiaaaiDit aama of monay. 

Wa haar of Boat- War Baeoaatrootloe ia all aphaiaa of lua. i balie?a that in 
tha fataia woild-to-ba. ESdoeation will hare to ba baaad dthar oa tha .fdaology of 
thoaa who amintaio that tha Btat^ ia aranthiog, tha iniU?idiial ia nothing, and 
aeooiding to which Bdncatioa ia oonduetad on a plan, with a laaliatie out-look, 
oatlin^ oj tha Diotaloia of tha totalitarian atatea ; or that Edneatioa will ba baaad 
on tha tnaory that aratj IndiTidiial hi fiaa— fraa to think; fiaa to taaoh, fraa to 
loan, fraa to rift ofidmda and facta, draw tantatira cooelnaiona, remain alert for 
addirional iafonnation and lOTlae conolnaiona la tha light of new dndlaM: ha 
ahonld ba able to think oonatrootiraly abont the world aronnd him. XhifTin tha 
nltiauita analyaia, ahonld be tha atiltnda of the modern youth, beeauea he ia infected 
by the great fdeala of democracy, whibh are contained in tha worda "Life, Liberty 
and pnranit of Happineaa " Bach a Youth ia not eatiafled with the old type; ^e 
time-worn oonrentional planned ayllaDua of Education. 

Teachara who preecrlbed tbeee acilabnaea are daily confronted with the follow- 
ing queation from the atudenta. "Wot ahonld [ do this T" Poaaibly three decadea 

r tha pupils ware docile or had sumoient faith In their taaohera or could hridM 
gulf oatwean tha things they were studying aad their poaaible uaafulnesa in 




could, with some aoeuraOT, predict the knowlMge and ^1 whidi their pupils would 
need whan they entered the world and tha teacnera could then proride for them. 
But In this complez world of to-day. neither an Arietotla can claim to be acquainted 
with all existing knowledge^ nor could a King of Pbrtngal publish a compendinm 
of human knowledge in one volume. 

"Hence", tha Vice-Ohancellor pointed out, "the praaent educational syatam, 
which no count of the pupil and tha environments he grows in, ia a miadt ; 
such an education will not provide the knowledge, the acquimtlon of which ia the 
objective of Education." 

nha learning procaae may ba compared to a pyramid, tha base of which is 
compoeed of facts. No wonhwhila learning can take place without them. But 
faeU are important not aa an end in themaelvaa, but in what wa do frith them. 
We must use facts in thinking situations, and the ultimate purpose of massing 
facts together in thought- situations, is to divelop the correct attitude, which la the 
apex of the pyramid ; wa cannot hope to get the right attitude unless wa think 
attaint with right facta. In appraiaing these laota, wa find that the pr es e nt ^pa 
of fidnoatlon turn no rclatlonahip to the fundamental needs and the basle aocml 
structure of tha communi^ to whidk tha pupil belones. It Is absdid to co ns ide r 
that rnral education should follow urban models or that a girls* school ahonld follow 
the same syllabus as a boys* school. Every school therefore should sorvey tha 
neighbourhood and the type of studento it caters for ; the eurriculum should be 
founM on the local needa ao that the cUldren of the MrienUnrist, the artisan, tha 
blaekamlth, and the carpenter become better suited to tbmr vocations in life, and 
so that tha limitations of their parents do not hamper them. Hie job of the school 
ia to get boys to tern more inteliigeatly than their fatbem, or to young wosm 
to learn how to tend their babies, cook their food, keep their houses more Intelli- 
gantly and with a more scientific grasp than their mouiarB. 

H. E, The Governor’s AfUresa 


BpeaUng at what he termed "almost my first public fraction*', the ananal 
convoeatioD of the Calcutta University, the Chancellor. Mr. JR, U. Casey exhorted 
tha youth to work tofwther in this p^od of stress and trial ao that they miidit 
forward what sbonldlto tha aim of all decent men— that of eoauring that, each year 
they might ba abla to improva tha lot of tha ordinary man. HU Exeellaney 
obaarvad: To-day I will not dwell lopg on the larger aapeoU of edneation and tha 
paaolUrly dfifionlt proUama with which it ia confrontad In Bengal and in India. 
B^ lam that in tha apuraa of tha Uat f aw yasra things that r^ionsly moved 


48 


SB CONVOCATION ADDBE68K8 [ OALOonA- 

1 Ihink H witneMol this fwt thmi, dturiBg the war. to araeh tboiighl ham \mm 
directed to the edueational field. I need only renind m of Bargent Bepoet on 
Ednoation In India, the Secoodaiy Education Bill in Benfcal, the prijnarj edneatioa 
•obeine. and the echeinc lor poat-war education in the United Eiacdm.. 

Eoncation on aound and conatmctlve linea meana, in mj opiniou, not only the 
dcfclopment of tf^ohnical ability— or cren of eehdiarly attainnent— it meana the 
derelopment.of an attitude of mind, a mental outlook, faroniable to tba derelop- 
ment of civiliaed democratic life. 

We have long known that in Germany educatiott even under Nasi tyranny, 
with iia abaurd racial dogmaa, reached a high technical level : ao alao» nut In 
leaaer degree, in Japan. But clearly education in tlieae eountnea has not fitM 
thttir peoplea to take an honourable nart in the civilised community of nationa : 
Therefore 1 think that education aoea not realise itaelf to the full unleaa it 
emphaaiaea auoh requiiementa pf civiliaed aooial behaviour aa fraternity, tederanee 
and aound enltural oaek-ground. 

(n other worda, 1 auggeat that in the long view we eome baek to the old 
definition of education being that aomothing which ri^maina after we have forgotten 
that we have learnt. It is that indefinable aomething, that particular attitude of 
mind or mental outlook which remaina and which ahould be our greateat atrength 
and an enrichment of the life of the community. 

I notice from the remarka of the Viee-Ohaneellor that the nnmbera preaenting 
themaelvee for education in the law are declining and that the Sciencea are on the 
up-grade. Speaking aa one whoae own training was on the aciendfie aide, I cannot 
find myaelf down-hearted at thia trend. 

In thia aame reganl, I ahare the Viee-Chanoellor’a viewa aa to the linking up 
of Bcience and iiidnsti 7 , and of acienoe and agricnlrure. I know no better invoat- 
ment for a Government or a people than that of the application of acienee to the 
aolution of the problema of industry and of agriculture. The improvement of 
techniauea, the elimination of peats, the Improvement in quality of prodnedon 
bring large and continuing dividenda to those who hare the foresight steadily to 
puraue the application of science and research to the principal ioduatriea that go to 
make up the life of a people. 

1 have listened with Interest to the description which you, Mr. Vlee- 
Obancellor, have given of the development of the Indian Air Force Training Oorps 
Claaaea. There is no doubt whatsoever that the astonishing impetus which the war 
has given to the development of our command of the air will lead after the war to 
the greatly increnaed extension of air transi^oTt. 

As we all know, the Indian Air Force has an important part to play in the 
war ; its expaiiaion, already rapid, will certainly coiidnue. In this lies a great 
opportunity for the educated youth of Bengal to take an outstanding place for 
themselves in the forces, and at the same time to fit themselvea lor careers in what 
will undoubtedly be (he widely expanding buainesa of poat-wAr civil aviation. I 
have no doubt that many of you will seiae the unique opportunities that are now 
presented to yon in thia regard. 

The past year has been a bad one for Bengal. Beading a report the other day 
1 was struck bv thia sentence : **All the four horsemen of the Apocalypee, war. 
famine, pestilence and death, have ridden hard over the plaina of Bengal”. Famine, 
pestilence and death have ridden— and we must and will atop them from riding 
again. The fourth horaeman— war— hae been held in cheek by the determination 
and valour of our fighting forcea among which those of India have played ao 
notable a part. 

However, altbough this Province baa me.cifully escaped becoming a battle 
ground, it is war which 1 h at the root of our troubles ; but as the prospect of 
victory becomes inereaaingly brighter and nearer— and aimultaoeoualy as our 
administrative resources directed against aoarcity and disease become Increasingly 
efiectlvo,. 1 feel that we may reasonably and confidently look forward to onr final 
and speedy release from the shadows which have darkened the last year. 

tiooking back on the coiirae of history 1 suggest that it is poaaible to pick out 
obtain periods, some fairly long, some very short, during whieh the currant of 
human affairs has seemed to flow wore a wifely, mon deeply and with more 
determined direction than at others. There have been anch periods in the history 
of India— aa vou know better than I. I feel that in thia our present decade we are 
in one of these rare periods of wnat 1 may call concentrated aignificanoa. 
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la in Parliament 

Home of Com m o M Loodon— ISttu April 1944 

Am%rf ftttacln CoBgrw 

Mr. Amenf told PorlUment to-iUiy that the whole can 

for ereatlog maaa sabotage and for paralysiDg the aotirltiea of the 
emment of India was almoat eevtainly Me for which the Oongreaa leaden 
leimaible. Mr. Amm was speaking during a short debate on the subject of India 
ud Bnrma Orden which had already been approved by the House of Lords. The 
Oommona adopted these motions after a short and spirited debate. 

Mr. began by explaining that under the Act of 1935 he whs empowend 

M proclamation to take any or all lunoUons of Government of certain Indian 
Iwineea if the Governor of a Province found that Parliamentary Government in 
aeeordanee with the provisions of the Act could not be carried on. He ad d e d : 
"That situation arose in October 1939 when the Bo*oelled High Command of the 
Oongreaa Party ordered the Googrese Ministriea in eight Indian Provinces to resign 
their functions in order, in particnlar. to embarrass the general condnot of the 
Government of India and also to make it clear that that tliey were disaooiating 
tbomfidvea with reepoiisibility for co-operating in the conduct of the war.” 

After saying that the reeolatioDB affected only five of the eleven Provinoea in 
British India and paying a tribute to the war effort and co-operation in the main- 
tenance of law and order of the other self-governing Provinces, Mr. Amery dMlai^, 
*1 think it essential for the House to remember that when those very grave diatnr- 
banoea which were instigated by the Congress occurred in the Autumn of 1942 
they were dealt with effectively in these Proviucea not by the Central Government, 
but by the Provincial authorities.” 

When Mr. i^oreneeis (Labour) asked if Mr. Amery really snggested that these 
regrettable afiaira were actually instigated by the Coogrese. Mr. Amery mlied, 
"Ob yes, moat certainly. The whole campaign for creating muss sabotage and lor 
paralysing the activities of the Government of India was almost certainly one for 
which the Congreas leaders were responsible. 

BBBZGKATIOir OF OOVQBBSB MlNlSTBlEi 

Mr. Amery regretted that opportunities for developing the tradition and 
experience of self-governinent had been denied to other Provinces though not 
through the British, the Central or the Provincial Governments oonoerned. Whoa 
parliaments^ government was stopped in those Provinces by the order of the Con- 
greaa High Command, there was no kind of deadlock or difficulty occurring within 
these parliamente or in the relations of the Ministries to tlie Governments. To the 
best of his Information the Miniaters concerned wore rehictont to have to resign In 
obadience to the orders from withont. *’I do not think anybody can, therefore^ 
describe the action of the Congress Party as an implemontstion oi , democracy. On 
the contrary, it seems to roe to have been a clear assertion of totalitarian principles 
against dcmoctacy in the field of Provincial Government. Since then there hae been 
no change in the political situation so far as that is concerned. Every opportonily 
during the next three years was given to the Congress leaden to come to some 
compromise or understanding both with the Government and, what is no lesi im- 
portant, with other Important elements in India itself. But none of tbm oppor- 
tnnitiea was taken advantage of.” Mr. Amery mentioned the Oripps deelaralkm 
wfaieh, he said, if accepted, would automatically have involved the rmumption irf 
parliamentary self-government in all Provinces. "Unfortunately Ae Congrcee ^d 
not see their way to accept those very generous proposals, prof^als, whlcn, X might 
add, still stand, in what the Prime Minister dcscrib^ as their whole sem ami 
integrity and are indeed still, as the Viceroy reminded the Indwn Ammbly, only 
a few weeks ago, an essential part of the policy of the British Covmment. 
Nothing, however, that the Congress lesders nave done would suggest a oeaua or 

Sdeft "I think it is obTions that thm wto consisto^toA np 
■a sttltnds definitely nllled to those grave end t»g«5 ditturbeo^ of im 
hanc ee which might ve^ well have €U(hinger^ tiie whole fate of India In the lace 
of imminent Japanese invasion...... ^ .. . . 

Hare Mr. Amery was interrupted by Mr. Cove (Labour). 
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INDIA IN rABUAMBNT L 

^'A Wdb and OmnmiouB BtAmuri^ 

Mr. CovB proteited tbit Nr. Amury wbs Bmking m ym widi and oootentioiiB 
■totBMBt At A tiPiA wheD oppoitiinItiM of dlBouMing ah umda of thio mogoitiido 
Wtti OQltidlAd* 

lie Speaker oi the Houie eoggeeted Ihet the debete ihoiild, if pOBrible, be 
ooodned to the reiolotioDB. The merel •itoAilon ooold be left o?cr until Another 
opportiinil^. *We don't wont to discuee the generel eitoAtion of IndiA to-night", 
the Speeker deeleied, Adding, *'l think Mr. Amerj io following a wise coone u he 
AAji we ehonld here a full dAj for a debate on Indie." 

Mr. Amery raid he thought it was neceeaery to remind the Houae that the 
attuAtion which led to the proclaniAtiona originally baa not altered and that dlfS- 
eultiea in the way of resumption of aelf-goeemment in those provinces still 
continued. "The door of course is always open not only as a matter of goodwill 
on the part of the Oovernors concerned, but as a matter of constitutional duty and 
obligation on their part, because, if at any time it should appear to the Governor 
that there are prospMts of 'Sufficient Parliamentary support for a stable Ministry in 
any Province, it would be his duty to summon those capable of forming the 
Ministry and therefore, bringing back resumption of Parliammetary government. 
That situation has unfortunately not arisen. 

Mr. Anury said : "Therefore very reluctantly we are compelled for another 
twelve months or at any rate for the time being to ask for the promulgation of 
these resolutions. I hope therefore, that on the understanding that there is to be a 
full debate in which broad oonstltutioual issues will come before the Houie— and I 
did not mean to raise a controversial spirit just now— we may get through these 
resolutions without undue delay." 

"Moer Protooatiyb Bpbboh" 

Mr. Pethick Lawrence (Labour) thought Oovmment and Mr. Amery had 
handled the matter in about the worst possible way he could imagine. He said 
Mr. Amery had made one of the most provocative speeches on the Indian situation 
he had ever had the miefortune to listen to in the House (cry of nonsense). Speak- 
ing with some beat» Mr. Lawrence added : "If Mr. Amery does not realise his 
speech as controversial and if his friends sitting beside him do not reaUse it, that 
completely convinces me he is totally unfit for the position he holds in Government. 
I say that after very great consideration because the fact that Mr. Amery does not 
realise that things which he has been saying pre controverrial and likely to arouse 
fierce feeling in India only proves he does not understand the psychological reactions 
which lie behind this tragedy which la going on at the present time." 

Mr* Godfrey Nicholson (Conservative) energetically criticised Mr. Lawrence's 
remarks which he described as astounding. ‘*1 am sure he will regret the violent 
attack he made on Mr. Amery (cries of yes and no). I challenge him to say what 
Mr. Amery said which departed from a bare statement of fact— he cannot answer." 

Mr. Lawrence replied that Mr. Amery's whole speech was based upon attacking 
Congress leaders which was unhelpful. 

Mr. NiehdUon : It was a plain statement of the actions of Congress ; If that 
Is an attack on Congress. Congress is responsible for that, Mr. Nicholson who paid 
a warm tribute to Mr. Amery said : *T feel in such extraordinary bad temper 
about it that I shall not say any more." 

Mr- Soreneen said he entirely disagreed that the disturbances were instigated 
by Congress. There was no evjdence that they were. He described Mr. AmeryV 
remarks about totalitarianism in the Indian Congress as flagrantly contentious. 

Mr. Sorensen said that whatever one thought of Congress it was a shocking 
state of affisiri that for the third time in five out of eleven provinces in British 
India, including the moat important provinces of Madras and Bombay, the House 
was to accept what virtually was despotic Government at a time when tim Allies 
were waging a piokmged war for the reverse principles. 

"A New SmiT Nbbdbd" 

Mr. Graham White flabeial) hoped an effort would be pisde to escape from 
the eludns which bound Indian discussions in the Commons. "We neMa new 
outlook and a new igdrit. In the forthcoming debate, I aope we shall escape from 
the shadows of the past" he declared. 

Mr. Harwey (Independent) supported Mr. Graham While in Wor 

Mr. Graham White'eM Mr. Amery’s speech was not one of a tyrant. If be 
inaited to impose alien rule on India he would not have introduced thoie piovirions 
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V *!'* aid. -I^vooM nin to Mho tha appMl awle 

ta Mr. Graiua White that when «« ooae to » full dtaeueion of thtoe auttoi^ «• 
■hoidd look loM to -whot he traly oelled threedbeia dleaaietooe of the Mat than 
^ oppor^ldM end poeaiMUtba whieh the fntine will brioR to India." 

Fiva Ofdata telatiaK to the Indin nod Burain Otdato ware epprovad by the 
Honae. Mr. Amen asieea wiOi aarand aMto)oia diat the anbjMt of Bntnu daaatml 
attentioa of the Hoom than Uthorto. Ha aaaoolatad hiBaaoll 


with thcit 

reqaait whieh would Iuito to be mode to the proper qnartm thet pert of e dey 
ehoold be devoted to tbe ^bete oo ^ 


f.nMa ] 

The Lord$ to-dey formelly peeeed withcmt dleeateloe llTe reicdotlont epprovluR 
the eontinaenee in foree for e farther Id monthe. the proolemetlone luaed under 
Section 03 of the Government of Indie Aet in reepeet of the Provinoee of Medmia 
Bombey, the United Provinoee, tbe Oeotrel Provinoee end Biher end eleo e reeotu- 
tion epproving eimiler oontinnenoe of the proelemetion iepoed under eeotlon 130 
of the Government of Buxme Act. 

The J^ari of iftmeter, Under«8eeretery lor Indie end Burme, In moving the 
five reeolntiooe eeid, *T underetend thet tfai noble Lorde do not preee for e dieonmion 
of theee reeolatlooe to-dey. However, Lebour -peere heve mtimeted to me thet 
while prepared to let the reeolutlone peeeed without dleoueeion uey will do it on 
the nuderetendlM thet, if e debate ie eelled for during the enmmer monthe on 
Indian mettere. Government will be nrapeied for enoh e dieoneelon. I need hardly 
eey that we ere prepared to fell in with the vlewe whieh heve been ezpreeeed to 
ale j^vetely”. 

Mcniie of Commoon— London— 21it. ond 22nd. April 1944 


The Honee of Oommone to-dey diecueeed the fntnie i^etlone between Greet 
Biitein end the Dominione-w debate whidi hee added inteieeled in view of the 
forthcoming conferenee of Dominione Prime lllnletere. The debate whieh 
continued 


the nest day wee legerM ee on neefnl preliminery hearing which 
in the preeentetion of thdr vlewe to the 
eitting wee devoted to the eeonomio oepeete of 


might eeeiet the Britieh Government in 


Dcieinione leader. To-dey’e' 
poet-wer Ck>mmonweelth eo-operetion end nnityi 

There wee e large etteodenoe ineluding Mr. ChwrehilL Mr. Atttm end Mr. 
Amery when Mr. Emmamul Shinufll (Labour) moved. ^Tliet the United Kingdom 
ehould do ite ntmoet by oloie eo-operenon end legeid for dliRwent pointe of view 
of the netione of the Oommonweelth to preeerve in time of peace, the unity of 
purpoee end eentiment which hee held them together during the time of wer”. 

Mr. Skinwll eeld thet Brltoin^e purpoee wee to reioe the eUnderd of life lor 
ell elemenU within tbe Empire whether they were block or white. *'It hoe beoome 
foehionable in certain quertere to iodnlge in eneeri et the Britleb Empire. I leedily 
admit that In the poet mietekee were me^ Onr treataient of native peoplee woe 
not without blemioh. Perfaepe here end there our edminietretion wee lor from 
pei^t, but it doee not lie in the oeouthe or other netione end other peoplee to 
mdidge in derogatory term# iqgmding our edminietretm until they pot their own 
houee in oite (near, hear). There wee the native proUem within the Brideh 
Oommonweelth of Netione. The United Btetee hod the Negro problem. In tbe 
ephere of eoquUtion of territory, even our frlende of Soviet Bueno, for eonnd end 
proper purpoeee in order to eeieguerd theeeeelvee egeinel poeelble egg re ee jon in 
futuie, nod eonght to ri ereiee- n e put it no hitter tlum diet— proteetoretee lor tbe 
defence of their territorieea 

Aflaa oigiaB iMedlata inqnlty into tha paaaibBitiM at pMt>«at a y i wl M to 
tta DoaatoioiM iMto nad tha oolMiM Inaladiag fnanaial iapHanliana. 
addai: "Thapaoila ol thia aonatcy do not mat a Emm EaioiM bat a laal 
aad an haait mmI wot with Bion thiooghoat Bn Eaaiiin who an 
rwjit, a hUhn ataadiad of Ufa oa tha batto ol aedBoaala aa 
naatba pnaatod te earti^ aaeiMead aad I aaopnt aa oaa ^ 
aaaanabSaaJnBoaal aavtoia famat a lam yam a tloa of thaaa nt 
Eaqtn aomtiin iriiM a^ thni^ ^t h a laii ^ aolpa la^ aad iha * Itj 





INDU IK PAKLIAMRKT ( LonMur- 


ISDUV FftOBLni ScNnroifio 

Tanlog to ladiiL Mn Shimodi Mid : *lt Memo to mo thot tho ptoblom 
oonfiraotlng ui tlMm ond whioh oonfronti die people of Indie ie mora en eooQoaiie 
pfoblem tben e politteel one. After ell, whet doee it mettar ebont BUidae end 
Modeme, if pon een reiae the ateodeid of Ufa of the 400 mnilcm in thet eonntrj t 
Bp reiaing toe atenderd of life of thoM 400 mttllon, not only hete we eooomidiahed 
Bomething thet la worthy end daaiiebla for dioae people, bat we heye pioyided 
onraelifaa with egtannve nerketa. end indeed extenalTe merfcetB for the whbb of the 
Empire coantrice”. 

Avewie to U* 8* Gbitigibiib 

Mr. Bhinwdll eddad thet there wm nothing axoluaiye ebont thla end nothing 
hoatile to other ooantriea eaaodeted with Briteii^ Beferring to Amerieen end other 
comment on the Britiah Empire. Mr. 8hinwall aeid, 1 **propoae to apmk blant, bnt 
I hope with oonrteay to the peoplea of the United Stetea end daewhere.** Mr. 8hin- 
well aeid he ooeeaionally found nimaelf in diaegreement with the Prime Miniater. 
**Bnt I em in baertj eooord with the yiaw he ezpreaaed aome time ego on the 
aubieot of the anggeated liqoidetion of the Em|dre** (oheera). **We beve no intentton, 
enjone of na. of throwing the Britiah Oommonweelth of Netlooa overboerd to Mtiafy 
e aeetiOD of the Amerieen Preaa or indeed anyone dae,” declared Mr. Sbinwell 
emid oheera. 

On the enbieet of war orgeniaetion which he nnderetood would be under 
rariew at the coming conference of Dominion Prime Minlatera in London. Mr. Shin- 
wdl Mid : “It ia important to Tanquiah the enemy in the Pacific m it ia to dea- 
troy the enemy in Europe (oheera). Thla ia a totd war. We cannot engage in 
hoatilitim on a piecemeal baaia and it would afford poor oonaolation to our frienda 
in Anatralia and New Zealand, if having vanquiahed the enemy in Europe, they 
find themaelvea in a preeariona plight beoauae we had not taken adequate atepa for 
their protection in that theatre of war.** 

After atating that the -call for oloaer Empire co-ordination had not come from 
Britain in recent timea but emanated from Anatralia and Canada, Mr. Shinwell 
aaid : ‘Therefore there can be no question of domination by the motherland. In 
a free and independent and co-operative common wMlth such as we enviaage, all 
partiea without exception and not on the baaia of population alone^ muat have the 
right and privilege, in relation to the affaire of the Empire aa a whole, of conaerir- 
lug to themaelvea those privileges which in fact belong to the States of the United 
States or the States of Soviet Kuasia.” 

Eiipzrs Marksts for Britain 


Bearding the postwar economic position, Mr. Shin well aaid that facta had to 
be faced. Unieaa this was done on the basis of enlightened self-interest by the 
OommonwMlth, not only would Britain’s plight be precarious but that of the 
Dominions would be more preeariona stUl. The great problem wm one of markets 
and ha hoped that this would be diacuaaed at the Prime Miniatora’ conference. Mr. 
Sbinwell did not believe that secondary industries in the Dominions would harm 
British industry. Mr. Shinwell added : ‘There is a strong cam in relation to 
Empire collaboration, particularly in the economic apbere for the bringing of the 
whole cd the Empire oountrim into the picture and allowing them to ezercim 
something in tiie nature of auperviaion over the whole of the Empire countries 

inelnding colonies There 'ihoold be mtabliahed an economic council for the whole 

Efapire which can consider first of all an invented of Empire reaouirees and what 
the Bmidre hM at its diapoml in raw material, land, iartility and idl the leat. It ia 
a tMk which should be undertaken almost at once.'* 

On defauce, Mr. Shinwell aaid that if the Empire ooantriea 20 years before 
this wsr hsd oollsboratsd fof'dsfanoe, it wm very donbtfnl the war would hava 
oaeuRsd. Mr. Shinwril Mded by Mking whatiier all thsM pnddlsBM would be dealt 
wlib iadepandantly or would tbs task be undertaken in ooMNieration. Tke anewer 
mdM emue from the Dondnioni. If they preferred ccKq^tion and reeognieed 
Ibal altiioogb ttera were virtuM in independence, aome lannwation of aovaxeigntf 
• " " - ‘ rbola imld 


to Iho advantage of the whbla Emi , ^ 

it would profoundly aflbet foe fate not only of Britain; and tiie Empire bnt tim 


worlds at laiM 
"f. Bmai 




*dl Mdd that Britain nlieaM .Tnil 

tn aarint. Iha jmblaa for 

of avtplaa n^oeta. Waa dta to flnd^ 
is tbo Daitad Btataa who would ttn 


poaribBita 
war wonM be 
oar aMriatr* 
it 


to 
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S^j** J?5L* te. 2Su^ OM. lit. BUbtcII lapoM Om* m Illiiitiiini iot 

TifiTgfiff PunNvoB Mor u MoDBanniD 
Sir ili^ Mr «id moderntetioB 

of Impuki mdumoB «io ooe ol tiie fiielQn whidb would mtiibnto towttdi die 
oidij of the Biitiih Empin ae elao the azpaaaUm of the eterHog ana In the 
aoaooialD aphna if the iR Otla lton a goiag on in Waahington did not bctog alSint a 
world trading ana. 

BoimnoirB* Jnuma Bboiild bi Ailaybd 
M r. Vkrtum BartMt (Indapandant) aaid that DomlnioDo wata adll worried and 
frip^tancd by tho idea that Britain waa trying to inpoia npon them aoma limitation 
of their indaiwndenea and aorprdgntj. Xhoy did not want the United Kingdom to 
bara no pradomlnaat a rolaa In their aflbira. Obangea In the Oommonwaalth 
maehineiy and darelopmant ware deolrabla and neoeaaaryl Mr. Bartlett thought 
that the more Mtain looked upon Itaelf ae one of the Domlnlono on an eonal 
looting with the other Domlalone the better. Ha enggaeted the abolition of the 
Domlnlona Ofliee and rajdaoament of the eslat&g High Oommioaionen by 
Ambaeaadora. It would then be eaaier to raplaoe the preaent ofBoiala by aome 
permanent aeeretariat with penonnel xeomited from Britain, the Lominiona and 
aome eoloniea. Mr. Bartlett declared that the Commonwaaltn muat not beome a 
bloo of atatee in rlralry to the Borlet Union* the United Btatea or any other gieat 
power that might ariae. 

Mr. Spearman (OonaerratWe) aaid that they diould not let a rigid adherence 
to Imperial prafaianea atand in toe way of world proaperity. Ha waa in faronr of 
the Empire oo-operating with the United Btatea in a mnltilatoral currency plan. 

A OOMMOH EifPDLB Bboadoastibo Pougt Nbbdbd 

Mr. Edgar QranmlU (Independent) aMd that Anatralia, Oanada, India, South 
AMca and the Middle>Eaat had all now in aome form or another begun the proceaa 
of bidlding up war induatrlea and a committee of Imperial defence of the future 
would haTe to giTe a neat deal ol ita time not to orotnary atrategy but indnatrial 
atrategy throughout the Commonwealth. Mr. Granyille hoped that the meeting of 
Dominion Prime Miniatera would ccmaider the auggeation that a Commonwealth 
Derdopment Air Board would be aet up in order to plan Empire routea for oi?il 
ariation. He alao hoped that they would eonaider the whole queation ol Empire 
broadeaeting. There ahould be a correlated Empire broadcaating policy. 


COYT. AOCBPT8 MOTIOB 

Accepting the motion on bdialf of OoTernment, Mr. Hugh Dalton^ Miniater 
for Trade, aaid that <3oyemment would .not take final deciaiona on any mattere 
diacnaaed to-day until after there had been an opportunity of diacuaaing them with 
the Dominion OoTcrnmenta repreaentatiyea. *We ahall aeek to achiey^ In reapect 
of all mattera refenced to a united Empire policy in peace aa we have Bchieyea It 
in war.*’ 

Dealing generally with economic puiwoaea, Mr. Daltm aaid : **We meat aim at 
aohieying full employment in each part of the Empire and we muat teke wbateyer 
atepa are neoeaaary te bring that about— >fuU employment and, 1 would add, a full 
atwmid of life. We muat aim at raidng the atandarda of life throjagnout the 
yaitoua ccdonial and other territoriea for which we are rcappnaibje and we muat 
reap the largeat poaalble yalue of beneficial exchange of gooda and teryfoea tbipogb* 


out the'worTd, coupled with reaaonable atability of price moycment.* Mr. Driton 
that it waa generally agreed that Imperial preferenm had been of juite definite 
and the f 


arid that it waa | 
adfantaga, both 


preference had been of quite definite 
aloha. *'We abril— and i aay thia on 


briialf of Goyemment-not alter any of theae preferentiri arrangementa m they 
now exiat except after diacuaaiona with and agreemqit irilh fha Dminion Gqyem* 
manta”. None the leea, the Domlnione would aay that Britain could not aeek to 
confine her trade within the Empire. The United Btatea marM waa enormoiiriy 
Important With Booth Amer^ Buaala and China too, there were yery great 
pooaibilitlea and there waa alao the continent M Eum 

Mr. Dalton arid that the diaeuariona witt the Dominion Prime Unia^ ^d 
be conducted in a moat frank and friendly manner and no doubt certain broad 

****! lfc"chSSiflI fOfSyteg^o the debate arid 

ere, no reeaenaUe perwm could emct na to aelye all the pioblema of the world 
whue we ere fighting for our llyea”. 
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IKDIL IN FANMAMKNT [ iMMOih- 


*1Clie qmlioD Mora vo it bow ran wo raoko ttiinn botlra. Ube Ccnrera note 
onr onto ora raporior to ony lomporarj •boct-eomlngo.*’ Mr. CkmrekUi raid, tbo 
Biitioh Oomraonwcolth ond Empira woo no? or nora united. It would bo qnteo eo«j 
to bora moetingo of Ffeinio Mlnwten or Irapoxiol Oonfortneco orar; joor or »oio 
oftoii on ercry rarloat oeeoolon when wo gk tho Hmco of praeo rad wo will 
ffnoouroKo ibom ot ony llmo during the period of war. It woo not noorarary that 
tbera Bioatinga ohoald olwoya toko |dooo la London. At Ibo ond of Mi apoera Ifo. 
ChiiTohilf aoid : *'When peoeo rolarna--oDd wo ahonld pray to Qod it ooon may— 
confi*ronooa of Primo Mioiatera of Domlniona among wbom* wo trnat Indio will bo 
roekoiiod ond with wbom the oolonlea will bo aaraeiated will boeoni% wo hope. 
iDoro froqnent ond regular foote ond foatIriUoo of onr onnnol Ufa.’* 

A O^WMOW Em Finn BBOADOAOtnia Pouot Nbbdbo 
BIr. Arthur Grwnwood (Labour) raid that' ho thought tho Conaervallyo Party 
bnd idealiaed tho growth of tlio Britiah Empire. ‘They think it wao a abort of 
chrvelofmeut of truth and beauty ftid wo all know it woa loot and booty.*' He aoid 
that ill tho paat Britain had ahamefully exploited the Colonial Empire, fibie had been 
A race of abaentee landloida but in rooeot years had tried honeatly and in all 
•incerity to derolop the reaouroea of the Colonial Empira with a mw to developing 
the aeneo of independoneo of the colonial i9eople. 

He did not believe in the idea of an Empire Cabinet although be would wel- 
come frequent eoiiaultationa by the Prime Minietera of tho Domlniona on mattere 
of major policy. 

India Bbould bb Bbfbbsbnted at tbb Oonfbeencb 


Sir Percy Harrie (Liberal) aaid that ho waa rather anrpriaed at the little 
mention of India the previona day. Mr. Shinwell had raid that their prablema 
Acre mora economic than political. **! wiah that were trne**. commented Sir 
Percy Harria. 

*'l am aure Mr. Amery wiaheo that were true. There ia a feeling in India that 
economic problema will not be eolved until the people are provided with a Conati- 
tntion. V/e have definitely promised that after the war India ehall be a Dominion. 
It is a genuine promise and represents the real and ainoera desire of the British 
people and of this House of Commons. 1 want to see after the war— the earlier 
the better— India becoming the sixth Dominion. 1 would like to know that in the 
diaonssions which are to take place between the Prime Mioiatera of the British 
Commonwealth, India will be represented. I understand she will be represented by 
at least one diafinguiahed Indian stateamaih It would be unfortuate if they were 
not present at these Oounoila because tiie British Commonwealth will not be com- 
plete until we have India, friendly and co-operating with us in our common 
problems.** 

Sir Percy Sarri$ said that the gesture of pasaing the Statute of Weatminater 
had been justified in the light of expmence. He ag eed with Mr. ramofi Bartlett's 
enggeation yesterday that the Dominions Office waa something of an anachronism. 
What was really required was some form of a Dominions Braretarict with its own 
civil servants, ezperta and trained officials from all parts of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Wedderhum (Conservative), a member of the British Parliamentary Dele- 
gation which recently visited China, said that be had oportnnltiea of seeing the 
possibitities of economic* expansion there. It would be an excellent thing to send 
cnpitel ei^rts to China but clearly there muat be some limit to what Britain did. 
**We will not be able to scatter Bntiah capital broadcast all over the world as we 
did in ^ ,10th century. Wwmnst discriminate, we must aelect, we must control.'* 

Mr Sore Beluha advocated more non-political functional iastitutiono such as 
the Middle Eaei Bupidy Centre, which more effectively controlled the economic life 
of the Middle Mt than any of the separate Governments concerned except possibly 
two. The advratage Of .this functional control was that it waa fiexible. On this 
basis it was possible to achieve a closer functional union widi the Empire shile at 
the same time retaining the coHtperatlon Britain bad with other countries, notably 
America. "The Empire ia not a sick body. It is Europe that is sick’* Mr. Sore 
Belieha added. ■ ^ , . . _ . • 

Captain De Chair (Oonservative) aaid : **We muat oount more heeda if we are 
to hold our own. Whether white, brown black they are all citiiens of the 
Empire who owe ellegiitece td the Kiog-Emperor. Whet part Ihd 800 mlUiona of 
India will play in the British Empira when they attain to a greater measure of 
Mf-Ckmnutant it w^l be mb to wroiii^ tat «a eb^ ana aaid tte 
at gaih poutfeiaiia fat loaia ttia rilaot tatfol tiaad of that ladiaBe 
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miUtea wIm> hKft Tolniitaand Id 
E oglaad in two aaeocMifo woio. 
ihma ia lha lliddla EmL*' 

NyilMM (OoiHMraitfva) lafaniortb 84r P, NorKt'a 
aboat pimiaa of Domiaioa Stataa te India aftft tba war aafd : «*How w 
yoa nake a Dominion of a ooniitry wkleh wiH be tyranniaed bj tbe womt arlaio- 
mof in tbe world— the^ Brabmin elaaa t Yon oan pramiae anything yoa libe : 
then la no one io give it to. Are yon going to band it oyer to the Brabmint to 
exploit tlm untoucbablea T la that Dominion tttaiua f Let na be boneat about tbia 
courae the Oripaa Miaaiou fbiled. It waa booiid to Call. I xeioiba it 
did ml beeaoae it brought tbe truth home to the people. How can yni' hare a 
dmooraoy banding over power to a people who are ao prHudioed tliat if tbe ahadow 
of a eertain man falla over thek metd it cannot be eaten T'* 

Sir Ferey Harria intervening naked if Sir Herbert JFilUtttne waa auggeating 
that the Hoaae proponed to go back on tbe offer of Dominion Btatua. 

Sir H, Williame : Of courae we are not going back on anything but when 
jou any you offer aometliing to aomebody there muat be nomabody who can take 

““’Yaw Winterion (Oonaervatiyei referred to tue criticinma in the United Btatea 
about the treatment of Indiana and native people in Britiah ^oniea. He aaid, if 
people in the United Statea thought it right to intereat themaelvea in indlgenoua 
racea it would be only proper for Bntain to aay hat ahe claimed the name right 
and aak what waa the poailion with regard to coloured men in Southern United 
States. He thought that ought to be atated in the House of Commons. 

Earl Will ter ton paid a tribute to Mr. Churchill as '‘Ca|>tain-Oeueral of the 
whole Britieh Common wealth** the flame of whose courage bad never flickered 
or faltered. 

Winding up the debate, Mr. Churchill, eeld : When we planned thia dahate 
together it was well understood that its main purpose was to enable the Bouee 
to express ila opinion and that the Government would not have any faMeaching 
fleehiiatiup of policy to make. ladced it baa been everywhere reoogniaed that for 
us to commit ouraelvea to hard and fast linea of policy or even to the adfoeaey of 
particular anggeationa or propoaala would not be appropriate on the eve of tbe ffrat 
meeting we have bean able to arrange, after many attempta, of all Dominlona 
Prime Minietera einee tbia war began. 

It will be almost universally admitted that the debate baa bean a great auooaaa 
and ol far-reaching uBefultisaa and that the resolution on wfaiob the debata la 
founded ie aooeptimle to ail that there it an All-Party mcement on the moat 
fundamental iaeuea and that the dieousaion baa baen worthy oT tbe breadth of the 
Bubjeet and diatinguiahed by speeches of aiateamanlike ohanmter saob aa I Jbaard 
yeaterday from Mr. Shin well and to-day from Mr. More Belieha and Earl W%%lar^ 
ion. i aat up until half past tjvo readli^ the full report last night— every apceeh— 
and I crave the indulgence of the Bonae for not having ^ emtanily on the 
bench during this debate on aen^unt of tbe other things which you know It ie my 
duty to look after (laughter). . . u « 

What struck me moat ou^ of the apeeohea waa the grmt number of enormous 
topics Bome of which have be^ formerly matters of heated controversy and may be 
again which Members have found it necessary to take for an airini^ A grmt 
number of these queationa concern our foturc and they have been niacd dtinctiy 
or iuffireeUj— wh.t changM M to bojiOade in ^ poluioal, wd 

i^ttcture of tbe Britiui ComnpHiwcalth and kaminrc, In what way will the ever 
aHore oloaely-knitted BritM Commonwealth and Empire become 
tini. mora^eloMly .-wSfel 

ly ineige 
we draw 
_ unity, 
eonoenlrate upon 

with tba United Statea and pnt our duniat ia tba Engliib Ohannei. aii power mm 

*** **It ta eaM to aea from the laenrionoa of tbeM toplea ia eo *aai iftMm an 

way I? mo^ Bind in Hwae 

etv up Mka fcea twtto m— p»t«o**«»‘ I»P^ 1*“““"* ”*“• 
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WDIA nr FABUAHBNT { umom- 

mm oi rrtgmaWnl tnrfa. inter— tfawri cumay la iilrtfai I 0 Hw peUegr «( <Im 
U allid StalM ■nd tha mmmm of a vart ■tertfauc ana> 

Ufa GrtmvUU mid Uuit fhe miin Immd of thi «or woe <hot tho 

woiM wii OM ood iodlf Mble. I rfooia myoelf Imto thot tho aoit obTlcrai 

fMt bafoM onr 09 M ‘M IlMt tba mid it my Mriomiy divided (Isngliter) oed is 
eoBdoetlag its eontnrreraias la o Ughly eerfanoDloiis msBoer {leciewed len^ter). 
Oerlsiiilj It seen to rife peeee melnert qaito e eonsidersble teak to wAd it into 
one eosmoii Biiitiiol fifing whole nt the peeee teble. I cannot poetend to hafo 
provided aQracM with ell tiM eoswera to these qaeetions which would eetiriee- 
thm to oil portici here at hoere end eenae no oomplieetion in onr Mletlone with 
foreign Stelee. We most be geaeroos. we most be fair to the fataiq, we must 
leefo sometliiDg to be done ow our deeeendatite to provide lor thefar seiegneids 
(Laughter). 

BiraQuubD nr Atlavtio CBAOTBa 

Mr. W§dd4rbum*§ laudable deeire to probe into the distant past is not alwaya 
eoeompenied by historical pieoislon. He quoted a speech which 1 made forty years 
ego agfdnst Joseph Ohemberlein’a policy oi protection and Imperial preference, it 
does not^ whatever might be thongnt aDout it, reveal to me ass very ardenQsupporter 
of those ^iciea and certainly makes it very odd that 1 should lor the time being 
have the honour of leading the Oonaervative Party. I have no intention of passing 
TC remaining years in explaining or withdrawing what 1 have said. (Laughter). 
What I am concerned about to-day is to show to the Uonse and also to the 
members of my own party how strictly I have during my stewardahip safeguarded 
the structure of Impoial preference which we have built up out of the controversies 
and achievements of the last forty years against any danger of being swept away in 
the tumult of this war. At my first meeting with the President of the United 
States in Newfoundland at the time of the so-callri Atlantic Charter and bdore the 
United States entered the war a meeting on very anxious and critical matters— I 
asked for the insertion of the following words in the Atlantic Charter which can be 
read in that document. *With due respect for their existing obligation.’ These are 
the limiting words and they were Inserted for the express purpose of retaining to 
this House and to the Dominions the fullFSt possible rights and liberties over 
the question of Imperial preference. Again in February 1942 when the United 
Btatei wes our oloeest ally, 1 do not agree to ardcla seven of the Mutual Aid 
Agreement without having previously obtained from the President a speoiOc assur- 
«nee that we were no more committed to the abolition of Imperial preference than 
ithe American Government wes committed to the abolition of their protective tariffs. 
(Hesr. hesr). 

I am oonvinoed myself thst there should be a careful searching and a far 
ranging discussion on the economies of the post-war world and a sincere attempt 
made to reoooolle oonlUcting interests wherever possible. There must be whole- 
faeerted endeevoui begun in good time to promote the greatest inter-change of goods 
end ssrricss between the various communities of the world and to airive for that 
prooeaa of betterment of the etaodardi of living in every country without which, 
aa Mr. Shinwell ooioted out, expanding markets are impossible and without which 
world prosperity is a dream which mi^t easily turn into a nightmare. Mr. Hore 
BelMa made a remerk which I perticulariy liked when be said that the Empire 
It not e tick body. I oordielly egree with that but even 1 can look back to the 
days wlmi it waa oonttdered to be moribund. Wheh 1 wae young great statesmeo 
whose nemes were honoured who spoke of the colonies as burdens and the daminiona 
as fruit whMi would fall from trees when ripe. 1 did not live myself in the daye 
when those speeohee were mede but I remember well the times of great anxiety 
about Bie Britlih Empire about tho end of the last century. 

Fuurr World War and Eiifirb 

I hnve never thought that the Empire needed tying together with bite of 
strings. I agree with Mr. Hor§ Mitda that natural development, natnrai foroes, 
myaterioua natural foreea will carry oyerything before them especially when those 
fotoeo ere fsBued fbrwaxd as they wul be by the wlnge of victory in a rigbteona 
oanse. Xheii came another phaee. Looking at the Britirii Empire thuty years ago 
in 1914 on the eve of the firet Great War all forrign nations, especially German 
optnies, oonvinoed that this vast strueture of empire^ created, coming into 

fun life in Vietorlan ttmeo,. had readied a eonditiou of ricketlnese and toosenesa 
when a aiagle viohat shake would bring it dattering down and lay it low for ever. 
Slrnu theiq cams upon tho worid the moel frightful war» a ilaughier 00 far aa we 



~ai AK. "44 ] 


DraiTB ON DOMINION affaub 


Bff 


kaoim ud ■ 
» lu 1» 


^ momad ia^pi^ir Oua Mythiag «• had 

■Iraghtar far graats thaa wU^ thaok God. in ban 
this etnifEKlea 

I lOBMBbar eoning rat of tha Oatoel on aa Aanak afleiMMB In lUi 
war WM ea^in wd Jhe n«at «m al^a B'MIiMd a^th diia faaUag : Hmr an «a 
to anialo it to Canada, AoatcalfaL Aftlaa ; how an va to axnlalo it to oar 
people in ihort T Bat when ^ left the ileroe ooalroTeny of ttie Oatuael lOOn end 
came pat Into the open nlr* the whole people of the Empift, of eeery leoe and 
ehm had already iprnnx to arme Oar dd and reeent enemiee, Qeneiala Botha 
and Smate, were already oaddling their horaei to rally their Qommaadoa to attaek 
on Germany (chem) and two great Iriehmen whom naaaee I alweye bear la my 
memory with regard— John Redmond and hie brother with othera of the old Irleh 
Parliamentary Party whioh fought aa ao many yeara in thia Hoaae and pleaded 
the canae of Ireland with auoh eloquence and parliamentary renown— them they 
were making thoae apeeohea of abaolute anpport and anity with thia oountry nntif 
people aaid ererywhere that the brighteat apot in the world la Ireland. It may be 
that an opportunity waa loat then (eheera). We muat alwaya keep oar eyea open. 
I alwm keep mine on the Iriah queation* 

we had a pretty dreary time between thoae two ware.- We hare great 
reaponaibilitiea for the part we played all of aa and ao have the Americana In not 
making the League of tfationa a reality and not backing ita principlaa with ellbotlfe 
armed force (eheera) letting thia deadly and vengeful foe arm at hia leianm. But 
underneath, the whole empire and ouraelvea in thia land gmw atronger. our 
reaourcea multiplied. Little waa aaid about our growth and little waa ▼iiible ot our 
oloaer union, yet the forcea which had aent the Anaac Oorpa to the Dardanellaa 
and afterwarda to the Hindenburg Line which carried the Canadian to Vimy Ridge* 
were all growing unaeen, annoticed, immeaurable, far below the aurface or puMio 
life and political eonflicta. Thoae are the natural prooeaaea to whioh Mr. Horn 
Beliaha ao aptly referred. 

Mother Oountry 

Then thia war broke out. The mother country— I muat atill aak leave to nae 
thia name— I think it ia rather dangmua to plunge out into a new nomenelatum. 
I am not aure that anything like 'elder aieter countm* would be a very gveat 
aucceaa (laughter and eheera). Ikere waa c,n old aong which I remember In my 
youth. *A boy’a beat friend ia hia mother’ that oeeme to me to be worthy aometlmo 
of humming again. The mother country geographically involved once again In the 
Btruggle of Europe found it right and neceaaary to declare war on Germany beoanoo 
Germany had invaded Poland and we had guaranteed to defend Poland. ^ Inatantlr 
from ail parte of the Britiah Empire, eave one lamentable exception about whien 
we muat all aearch our hearta. came the aame reaponae. None of the diailluaiona 
that followed the 'War to End Ware’. *Homea for Heroea' and ao forth, all good 
alogana in their day. none of these had affected the living, growing, lnteoalfpag» 
inner life of the Britiui Commonwealth and Empire. From the pooreat colony to 
the moat powerful Dominion the great maxim held 'When the King deelarea war 
the Empire is at one’. It was the darkest moment but no one flinched. Waa thera 
one cry of doubt, or terror f No, Darkness was tamed into light and into a light 
which will never fade away. , ^ ^ 

**WbeD peace returns— and we abonld pray to God it soon may* Oonfer«ie« 
of Prime Ministers of Domioiona, among woom wa tmat India will be r^kooed, 
and with whom the colonies will be asaociated, will become, we hope, more fteqaeot 
and regular facta and feativities of oar annual life.” . . . 

Toe Prime Miniiter otorv^ : What is the miracle whiefa briogi 
the nttermoct ends of the earth, come taking twenty d^c before 
reornitiDg station and some arroiee having to be sent 14.000 miles over 
KMsMag the battiefield 7 What ia tbie foroe. tbto miiade Bite fpm. 

manta aa aoreidgn aa any tet have tYtt iziited to oaat aite iaaadiaMy an nafr 
afibtaa and let themwlTen to help tta old Innd nnd tba wod mom te 

common enemy 7 We mut look with the ere of the win t It to thw ttint mw 
teetn Oet hnmn beingo an not dondonted by mte^ **»*P4» ^.j“*** 

irbioh they nn willlog to gin theli iiTea or ueit liWe .a***y./** ^ 

fomo bnn bald the Britton 

of on Honoornble Mmte yetterdny— 'eniightoBed wIMntornt . fcA 
mtoteko that In front of (bow deeper inSneoM o w mow m yatmirao KM 
eauae human beinga to do the moot invaluableii Improvraent and from tna 


laaehtaig n 
son hems 
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polni of view, pfoAttoM tiiiiigi. It ii oor noion la friedoiD and for the mIm of 
oar way of IWlog wbidi it a wnat het idafoiBed by tradition and lantlaieBt and 
It do 0 i not depend oo aintbing that eonld be written down in any aoeoont kept 
In oonie lam Toinme. We bare bad the Statnte of Weatmineler which oome 
tbonght woild Inrolre a breaking of tiee. Bern waa a lot to be laid about that on 
eltber aide. But it baa not impeded in the aUgbteat degree the onward maxob of 
the Oommonwealtb and Empire. It baa not pierented the centripetal force of our 
▼oat orgw^tion from exerting ita full atrengtb. Here after our failuiea-^e are 
not die only nation who made failurea between the two ware— here, after the 
Btatute of Waatmlnater, here, after getting into thia war and dragging in the 
Empirei ao unprepared and they themaeWea no better prepared than ouuwa in arms, 
into tbia great alrimgle, here, anrid a wreck of cmpirea and atatea and inatltutiona 
of eeery find, we find the Britiah Commonwealth and Empire more atrongly united 
than erer before. In a world of oonfuaion and ruin the old flag fliea. We ha?e 
not to oonaider bow to bind onxaelTca together more cloraly. It would paaa the wit 
of man to do that. It la extraordinary what bneineaa It haa become to aneer at the 
Britiah Empire, Iboae who bare tried it in the United Btatea have been diaoredited. 
Tboae who baTC tried it in the Dominiona baye found no public backing although 
there ia perfect freedom of apeeoh in all thoie nations. Those who decry our Com- 
mon wealth of natioua and the mother country haye yery little aupport. The ques- 
tion before us is how can we make things better ? Can we improye the already 
close ties t Mow can we gain better results I should say from our already close 
ties f T do not think we should embark uf^n that task with the short of feeling 
thptll we do not do something, eyerything ia going to crash, I do not understand 
that 1 do not feci like that. The forces underlying onr unity are superior to aqy 
temporary shortcomings that any of ua may baye or be responsible for. 

Need fob Imperial **Family Council ** 

We haye to consider piactical atepa and to consider them coolly and sanely. 
The world ia in a crisis but the British Empire and the Commonwealth within itself 
waa neyer more united. Budyard Kipltog, that remarkble fountain of British Im- 
perial Ideas, speaking of the Dominions ssld, ^Daughter am I in my mother’s house 
but miatreaa tn my own.' We baye to take steps beyond that now. There ia a 
family council. Methods must be deyiaed without baste to bring the nations of the 
Britiim Empire into an intimate and secret council upon the mardi of world eyents 
not only during this war— because that Is done with great labour and efficiency, 
but after the war so that they may know folly our position as we know theirs in 
regard to the march of eyenta and the acUon that mif^t baye to oome from them. 
Mr. Bore Misha spoke wisely and snggestieely about what be called functional 
within the British Empire and also others applicable to the world at large. 

The Question has been raised : Bhould we haye a permanent machinery like 
the Committee of Imperial Defence rather on a larger scale— a kind of extension of 
the principle which ia embodied in the name of the Chief of Imperial General Staff 
which Lord Haldane created by a farsedng decision, a short of continuance in 
imperial form of the machinery which 1 at present direct as Ministei of Defence— 
to act up something like this by a standing, a perpetual committee of the British 
Empire. Thia is no more than an application on a much greater scale and with 
much more precise detail of the work which was hitherto done by the Committee 
of Imperial Defence. But should it extend into spheres of maritime affairs, of ero- 
Bomio affairs and of flnancial affairs and bow far ? These ace obviously mutters 
which we must begin to explore together when we meet Informally our tsolleagues 
from the great Dominions. There are others who would choose a macbineiy of 
union with ministerial authorities. Others would haye it extended to both economic 
and military spheres. Bpeaking for myself I see yery little difficulty about the 
first— about the functional bodies being deyeloped and made more perfect We haye 
otcoucae, repreaentatiyes of all the Dominions on the bodies wbimi function under 
the Minister of IMence now. 1 see yery great adyantage in the second. There 
must be frequent meetings of Prime Ministers ; they must be attended by those 
they choose to bring with them to diaonsa all aspects of Imperial policy and Im- 
nnial safety. Bare as in so many cases, time marches forward with friendly step. 
The yast deyelopments of air transport make a new bond of onion and new 
facilities for meeting which will give the councils of the Britiah CommoBwealth of 
nations a uuiw mumi gfookac than eyer was possible before. 

When the war is orer and when command of the air has turned from the 
Most horrible form of destraetion to the glorlee of peace it will be quite easy to 
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luya metlngf of Prime lOnirten for ImperiAl oonfereneei^ yoe like to 

call Uiem-^ery.yeer m more (^ten oo every eerioua oeeuioo end we will enoonr- 
ege them ^ eny Ume, daring tte period of the war. It la not neeaeaery that theae 
mmiinga ahoald elwaya take plaee in London (dieara). They mav talia place In 
other eentrea of oar anited commonwealth— although 1 am aUU old faahloned enonah 
to conaider cockney London the heart ol the Empire. I am quite ready that we 
ahonid take wing in the fatare. Thia we have already had apart from the conference 
with the Preaident of the .Unlt^ Btatea,^ a conference in Qnel^ where 1 aat for 
aeveral daya with the Dominion Cabinet and where we were all gueata of Canada 
which 1 may any it ia a very agreeable thing to be. 

It la very likely that when Hitler and Biilerlam are finiahed and blaated from 
the face of the earth we ahall ,have oonferencea of the Britiah Empire and the 
United Btatea in Anatralia abont all thoae mattern in aome of which all certainly 
6nd caaaea for complaint imainat Japan (langhter and cheera). When peace returoa-- 
and we ahoald pray to Goa it aoon may— eonferenoea of Prime Minlatara of the 
Dominiona among whom we tract India will be reckoned, and with whom the 
Coloniea will be aaaociatcd, will become, we hope, freqnent and regalar facta and 
feati itiea of our annual life. Borne aaaame that there muat be inherent antagoniam 
between a world order to keep the peaee and a vaat natural federal organlaation 
which will inevitably be in eziatence. 1 do not believe this ia true (cheera). l^th 
the world order and the great organlaation may be no faihioned as to be but part 
of one tremendouB whole. 1 have never conceived that fraternal association with 
the United htates would mitigate in any way against the unity of the British 
Commonwealth or Empire or breM ill-feeling with our great Russian ally with 
whom we are bound by a twenty years’ treaty. I do not mink we need choose this 
or that. With wisdom, patienceu vigour and courage we may get the best of both. 
We have often said of our own Brituh Empire. 'In my father’s house there are 
mauy mansions*. Bo in thia far greater world strueture which we shall surely raise 
ont of the ruins of a deadlating war there ia room for all generous free assooiationa 
of a special character ao long as they axe not disloyal to the world causa nor seek 
to bar the forward march of mankind. 

The motion for Commonwealth Co-operation was unanimously agdeed to. 

House of Lords— London — 16th. Februstry 1944 

Big Btatea to Swallow Small Btatea 

Moving the second leading of the India (Attachment of Btatea) Bill in the 
House of Lords on the ISth. Feb. *44, Earl Munatar, Under Secretary for IndiiL said the 
bill was intepded to place beyond all manner of doubt the right of the Viceroy to 
provide for the most suitable administration of a large number of small and very 
small states, or really estates. Particularly was it concerned with the position ol 
some 400 petty states in Kathiawar and Qujerat. 

"1 hardly think it is necessary for me to ampbasise the disastrous aflect 
produced upon the 800.000 inhabitants of these states by the present multiplicity of 
furisdictions and fragmentation ol their territories. That, 1 believe, ia obvious to 
every one” he aaid. The Chiefs of these etatea have been accorded certain peraonal 
privileges and these will be maintained to them under the new arrangemenia. 
Political officers had neither the time nor the 'adminfatratlva machinery to ensure 
that the Chiefa, or Taluqdara as they are commonly known, employed their 
resourcea to the beat possible advantage.” . , . . . „ , . » ^ 

Referring to the Grown Representative’s declaration of April last year, l4>rd 
Munster aaid that by the arrangements then proposed tbs inhabiUnta of tbesa states 
would Mcnia admioiitntiTe benefit, normal in Britiah I»din and etatea a^ 
wbich up to now the Crown BepreaentatiTe bad been nnaMe to w**"® i® 
atatea through laek of financial reaourem and perwnoal. I-w and Orderhad new 
aaaured hot public health, education and commnnlcatione bad not ,bera aMbIfuM 
on a reallj modern beaia. Lord Hnnctai rderr^ to orort aetto in bet Anguat by 
a Talnqdar who had been atteched to Gondal Statfc ailing that the attaebaa^ 
order wa, lUegal. The court bad allowed the apped. The new bill tmlr afltetrt 
those itate, St named in the firet ^edule of the 
193fi. It would, therefore, only awtly to very email 

ttattve zeaonieee. The qiown Bepwewtotiw might V-- 

iiwmght fit in hi, relation with atatea and in (net would always be deemwl to have 
had mi authority. 
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H« cmiiliiaed : *Th6 Bill, m drafttd, tokM DOtiiiiift amy from ToloqdoTi 
which they bo?a poMCiscd In the peat I TCDtiiie to think that the bcnefleial forms 
of Goremment In operation In such stalee as Nawanagar and Baioda to which the 
majority of these small states will be attached, are well known. To attach these 
petty states to a British profince is ntterty impracticable from the geographical 
fiolat of elew alone.” 

Lor4 SamuBl (Liberal) said probably the best solntlon wonid be to gronp 
smaller statea together among themselres bat eery frequently there were local 
prejudice which had renderea that Impossible. The only other course was that they 
be absorbed in states of which they were geographically neighbours. 

DiiroBEoini PoernoN 

Lard Faringdan (Labour) said he did not ?iew anything like equanimity the 
handing oyer of these states to neighbouring states. Bsiroda and Nawanagar both 
bad as Indian states quite admirable records of administration but they were 
absolute Governments, and it. was yet to be seen whether, for example, the present 
Maharaja of Baroda carried on the admirable traditions of hla grandfather, and 
whether the new Jam Sahib carried on the equally good traditions In bis state. 
Ilie smaller states would be removed from the fairly direct administration of Bri- 
tish oIBcers. and would be put in the hands of state officials. These officials might 
be admirable, but tiiey were officials of an absolute monarchy and one saw at once 
danger in this position. 

I^rd Faringdon added : cannot view this bill with anything but alarm and 

despondeno>, and that is the attitude which is shared by the inhabitants of these 
tiny principalities. When we are all, including the Government, committed to tlie 
policy of Indian progress, it would be correct surely to give these states advantages 
of representative administration. I suggest that before the Bill is proceeded with 
further the peoples in these tiny states should be consulted and their wishes taken 
into consideration. This is a dictatorial act. It may be a beneficial one. Certainly 
some such provision is clearly necessary in these eases, but I cannot believe that 
at the present time it is wise, proper or just to band over a considerable popula- 
tion to an absolutism, which is completely In control.” 

Loan Haixay’b Views 


Lord Hailey said there were as many people in this country as he thought 
there were in India who shared the apprehension expressed by Lord Faringdon. 
One reason for the apprehension was that thonkb many Indian states had lately 
made great advancement in liberalising their constitution, they had not brought 
themsdves within the orbit of those democratic iDStitutions we in the last genera- 
tion endeavoured to eatabliah in British India. Another reason was that some 
Indian atates had not in the past had a record marked by progressive administra- 
tion. There had been instance! in which the Paramount Power had to remove 
•ome mlera for gross oases of misrule. It was fortunate that some atatee to which 
it was proposed to attach minor unita were among the moat progressive. 

Disepesing alternatives to the Bili’is propoeals Lord Hailey said that the areas 
might be annexed into British Indis. There wss nothing in the treaties or obliga- 
tions in past relations which would remain the origins! problem caused by their 
geographical detachment. In. the second place they could cancel the order of attach- 
ment mat bad been made by the Representative of the Crown and restore the 
position which existed before. That would still leave unsolved the problem of 
improviug the position of the inhabitants. In the third place they might withdraw 
any attempts to maintain elements of order in these units and leave the people 
concerned to make their own atteebments with neighbouring major states. That was 
a proposition to undesirable that it carried its own condemnation. They had to 
oonaiaer the welfare of the 800.000 people concerned and be felt the proposals in 
the BUI offered greater possibility than sny of the three alternatives he had sug- 
geated. 

The.Bill was given a eecond reading. 


TheNatallndianCongress 


DlirbaQ— 20tli. February 1944 

Mayer of Dartea’s 


_ AMmm 

A eonferaooa of tiie NaUl Indiao OpngreM— the firet meeUog of ibe ladUne 
united ia oat Mmmon boiy— wae opeoAd by the Mayor of Durban, Mr. EllU 
Brown in Durban on the IBfk, Fehmary ie44« 

Senator D. a. and Mr. /. AT Botam. CommiMioner of fnmiura- 

tion and Aeiatic AiiAire, attended on behalf of the Union Oorcrumeut. 

Mr. Br^ii eaid : ^here that the diiputee we have 

been trying to eettle in 8. Afriea are likely to have international reperouMiona. and 
nnleae we are eari^L thinge that have ^ppened may upset the hitherto fdeudly 
relatione between B Africa. India and other nations. It will be nothing short of 
a caUmitv-^nd a very great calamity— if any divisiona are allowed t> creep into 
the British Oommonwealth of Nations. To allow such things to happen would be 
to play diree^ into the hands of the enemy.** 

Mr. J. Wn Godfrey^ in his presidential address, said that the blame for the 
friction existing today between the Indian and European in Natal lay not with tho 
Indian but with the Durban City Council and the Union Government. The former 
bad ‘criminally** neglected its responsibilities and the latter sacrificed Indians on 
the altar of a general election. 

Dealing with the ‘Pegging** Act he said that It was ‘uu necessary.'* but the 
situation was used by Government to secure a majority in Parliament. This Act 
flouted the spirit of the Capetown Agreement which 1 id down that the Indian 
community should adopt European standards of living. **11 is an Insult to our 
honour as Indians: It proclaims racial discrimination of the lowest and vilest type. 
Even the sponsors of the Bill are now ashamed of it. 

‘Politieal ezpedienoy waa the oentnd motive of the Act* while a >ooiferotia 
minority cried *save na from Indian penetration.* The Act takes away our inherent 
right to progreee and expand economioslly and industrially. Wc are denied enr 
right of acquiring; and occupying properties anywhere we please " 

He emphasized that at present the Act wee reetricted to the city ef Durban, 
but other muuicipalitiei could apply it, 

‘We demand and claim the right to acquire and occupy land fur commercial 
and industrial purposes.’* he deelsred. 

As regards property acquired for residentisl purposes, they bad a mutual 
interest to cousider— that of living iMwide the Enropean. Many diificuUies had 
arisen because of the neglect of mnnieipalitics to afford suitable sites where Indians 
could reside. The Durban City Councira failure in this direction might be seid 
to be **erimioal, and its attitude has left our middle class people no 0|»tioa but to 
buy land in the localities we heve bought.** 

‘Also, it wsa an act of deliberate injuatice on the Union Government to inatNi 
upon retaining provincial barriers. It is our considered opinion that if the provineihl 
barriers were removed and the Indian community allowed frerdom in commerce, 
‘ iiiduat^ and agriculture, very little would be beard of any 'Iiidiim* qnestion. 

*We have oeen criticized in this country for apiwnliiig to India sheii we are 
in difficulties. We are told that these are b African matters si.d the Union 
Government will brook no interfereoee from ontside. We do not share that view, 
for BO long as the Union Goverument fails to give us the right of representation, 
io long will we consider it onr right to invoke the sid of India and other 

oouDtnm. , ,^^d the Indians wanted franchise, they would uoC be 

satisfied with eommunal reprewntation. becauM communal franchise had been tried 
claewhere aud had proved a failure. 

Beaelutlona 

Later, the Congreaa deuid-d that it would co-operate with the Judicial 
Commission only uths political statns of Indians wsa included In the terms 

“whSS**. OonKresB glw. eTideno# brfor. th. OomniMioo. It wHI de$l vitt IdU 
fruebiM. KapwMDUtivM will .1.0 Iwid .TidoiM e^ws /<». ‘I** “P«o> *{• 

Uw. mllitotioK the ptogw* ol t«»o lodiM eoanuoity, witk 

particular emphasis ou the Peguiog Act. 
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The Oongf6M ampowmd ita to hold mm mmtiiisi lo Natal 

against the "Pwing* Aot, 

It ratified toe policy of co-operation carried oat in (lia past coneeming alleged 
Indian penetration. There was cooiddeiable divieioB of opinion on this issue, and 
the Congress rejected an amendment sedLing to abandon negotiation by d^laring 
th it IiidiAiis oiu;e and for all opposed segr^atlon in demarcated areas. 

A motion describing the 'Teggiug’* Act as a negation of the most elementary 
human rights and the .Tiolation of the principles of democracy and the Capetown 
Agreement and calling on the Union Government immediately to repeid '^thia moat 
obnoxious Irgislation*’ was passed. 


Messagee 

F M Smuti, 8 African Premier, sending greetingi to the conference, said : 
"The conference meets at a time when difficult issues onoe more are under eonsi- 
(ioriiiioo. My earnest wish is that vour deliberationa may be guided in a apirit of 
niiitiiiil accommodation which ma^ help towards finding a way out of the present 
tllfficulties. We have had difficulties bdore, aud have from time to time been able 
t(» overcome them, and, I trust, the same will be the case again. The Broome 
Oiim mission, in which i trust the Indian community will participate, will explore 
iTu.Dorlaiit iassuea which will be referred to it and possibly pave toe way towards a 
satisfactory settlement of these issues. In that spirit, let ua all grapple with the 
task which 1 believe is not beyond our power to achieve. Your Congress may thus 
become an important link in the whole process of finding solutions for oiffioult 
problema." 

Dr. N. B. Kkare, Member for Indiana Overseaa In the Viceroy’s Executive 
C iniicil, in a message said : **lndiana in 8 Africa ahonld apeak with one voice and 
wish for a common cause. May the conference maintain sobriety and wisdom.** 

* Sir B. Rama Rao. in a message said **India will never let you down.** 

Meaaages were also received from Mr. P. N, Sapru, Sir Chunilal Mehta, 
Bir Padampat Singkania* Mr. M* B. Jayakar, the Mayors tf Bombay and Madras, 
and Raja Sir Maharaj Singh* 


The South African Hindu Conference 

Maritzburg — 8th. to lOth. April 1944 

FtMMdiag. a BMalaUon. 

Ther« wm m .tmoaphera of xsIixioaB miT.1 in the Citj H.U on Mniitnbnrg 
OH the Mil. April when the 8. Afrioen Hindu Oonierenee held ite opening 

meetine under the uupices of the 8. Afdotn Hindu Mahaubhn. It wne nttended 
b; 300 deieRBtee lepreeenting all Hindu leligiona nnd cdneationnl inititntione 
throughout the country. 

In a mesaage, the Admioiatrator of Natal, Mr. G. B* Kieholls, referred to the 
harmonious instinct of Hinduiim, j ‘ j a •.v 

He said that great progieas wai being made in edueation and within a reason- 
aid^ )»eriod it abould pot be said that any Indian child in Natal was growing up 
without mroper edncattoti. . . . . 

Itie chairman of the reception committee, Mr. B. R. Naidoo, said that the Hindus 
formed the latgeat group of the Indian popnlation in 8. Africa and it was essential 
that there should be a central oiganisailoD to direct and achieve nnity of porpose. 
He suggeaUri that the conferenee should devise a aeheme by which the aswicea of 
Hiiida miaaionaiies could be aecnred from India. 

The President, Mr. R, B. Chetty. said that they owed a debt of gralltade to 
tbia country which was the plaee of thehr birth. Their gratitude could aot be better 
expressed than in founding a Hindu College where eulturea of Weam and Eaateni 
oivilixAtioiia would meet and .opportunity provided lor Indiana nnd Rniopeans to 
further the cultural advancement pf the eonnWy; 






